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wvolet hec fub luce vider,
Fudicis argutum que non formidat acumen.
Hor. Ars Poet. ver. 463.

i,

Some choofe the cleareft light,
And boldly challenge the moft piercing eye.
Roscommox.

HAVE f{een in the works of a modern philofo-
pher, a map of the fpots in the fun. My laft
paper of the faults and blemifhes in Milton’s Para-
dife Loft may be confidered as a piece of the fame
nature, To purfue the allufion : as it is obferved,
that among the bright parts of the luminous body
above mentioned, there are fome which glow more
intenfely, and dart a ftronger light than others; fo,
notwithftanding I have already fhewn Milton’s poem
to be very beautiful in general, I fhall now proceed
to take notice of fuch beauties as appear to me more
exquifite than the reft. Milton has propofed the
fubjeét of his poem in the following verfes :
-~ Vor. 111 AT NG 07 “ Of












SPECTATOR. ¢

which could fupport his pride under the thame of
his defeat.

Nor muft T here omit that beautiful ctrcumﬂ:ance
of his burfting out in tears, upon his furvey of thofe
innumerabie {pirits whom he had involved in the
fame guilt and ruin with himfelf.

¢ — . He now prepared

¢t To fpeak ; whereat their doubled ranks they bend
* From wing to wing, and half inclofe him round
« With all his peers. Attention held them mute.
¢ Thrice he eflay’d, and thrice in fpite of fcorn
¢ Tears, fuch as angels weep, burft forth——"

The catalogue of evil fpirits has abundance of learn-~
ing in it, and a very agreeable turn of poetry, which
rifes in a great meafure from its defcribing the places
where they were worfhipped, by thofe beautiful
marks of rivers {o frequent among the ancient poets.
The author had doubtlefs in this place Homer’s ca-
talogue of fhips, and Virgil’s 1ift of warriors in his
view. The chara&ters of Moloch and Belial prepare
the reader’s mind for their refpe@ive {peeches and
behaviour in the fecond and fixth book. The ac-
count of Thammuz 1s finely romantic, and fuitable
to what we read among the ancients of the worfhip
which was paid to that idel.

(i Thammuz came next behind,
¢ Whofe annual wound in Lebanon allur’d
% The Syrian damfels to lament his fate
¢ In am’rous ditties all a fummer’s day o
¢ While fmooth Adonis from his native rock
¢ Ran purple to the fea, fuppos’d with blood
¢ Of Thammuz yearly wounded : the love tale
¢ Infefted Sion’s daughters with like heat,
¢ Whofe wanton paffions in the facred porch
¢ Ezekial faw, when, by the vifion led,
“ His eye furvey’d the dark idolatries
¢ Of alienated Judah——m——"’
' o The
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The reader will pardon me if Linfert as a note on
this beautiful paffage the account gaven us. by the
late ingenious - Mr. Maundrell of this ancient piece
of worfhip, and. probably the firft occafion of fuch a
fuperftition. ¢ We came to a fair large river—douht-
“lefs the ancient river Adonis, {o famous for the
¢ idolatrous rites performed here-in lamentation of
¢ Adonis. We had the fortune to: fee what may be
#¢ fuppofed to be the occafion of that opinion which
< T.ucian relates concerning this river, viz. ‘That this

¢ ftream, at certain feafons of the year, efpecially
¢ about the feaflt of Adonis, is of a bloody colour,
¢.which the heathens looked . upon as proceeding
¢ from a kind of {ympathy in the river for the death

¢ of - A.domu, who was killed by a wild boar, in the -

% mountains out of which this ftream rifes. - Some-
¢ thing like this we faw actually come to pafs; for
¢ the water was flained to a furprifing rednefs, and,
* as we obferved in travelling, had difcoloured the
“ fea a great way into a reddifh hue, occafioned
¢ doubtlefs by a fort of minium, or red earth, waih-
“ ed into the river by the violence of the sain, and
¢ not by any ftain from Adonis’s blood.”

The paﬁ.'age in the catalogue explaining the man-
ner how {pirits transform themfelves by contraction
or enlargement of their dimenfions, 1s introduced
with great judgment, to ‘make way for feveral fur-
prifing accidents in the fequel of the poem. There
follows one at the very end of the firft book, which
is what the French eritics call marvellous, but at the
fame time probable by reafon of the paflage laft men-
tioned. As foon as the infernal palace is finithed,
we are told the multitude and rabble of fpirits im-
mediately fhrunk themfelves into a {mall compafs,
that there might be room for fuch a numberlefs af-
fembly in this capacious hall. But it is the poet’s
refinement upon this thought which I moft admire,
and which is indeed very noble in itfelf: For he
tells us, that notwithftanding the vulgar among the
fallen f{pirits contratted their forms, thofe of the

firft

i imiii



 SPECTATOR. g
firft rank and ds.gmty ﬂ,l]l preferved theu‘ natural di-
mcnﬁons. i

“ Thus mcorporeal fplnts to fmalleft forms
¢ Reduc’d their fhapes immenfe, and were at large,
<8 Though without number, ftill amidft the hall
¢ Of that infernal court. But far within,
“ And in their own dimenfions like themfelves,
“ The great feraphic.lords and cherubim

- % In clofe recefs and fecret conclave fat ;.
“ A thoufand Demi-Gods on gelden feats,
“ Frequent and ful_—-—'— :

The charalter of Mammon, and the defeription of
the Pandemoninm, are full of beauties.
There are feveral ather firokes in the firft book
_wonderfully perca,l, and inflances of that f{ublime
genius fo peculiar to the author. Such is the de-
{eription of Azazel’s ftature, and the infernal fland-
ard which he unfurls; as allo of that ghaﬂly Light
by which the fiends appear to one another in their
place of torments,

¢ The feat of defnlanan, L light,
¢ Save what ‘the g]unm’nng of thofe livid flames
“ Caits pale and dreadful 2,

The fhout of e whole ho{l of fallen angels When
dmwnupmbax.tlemy, = . .

s The umverfai hoﬂ: up fent.
fd) .A. fhout that tore hell’s concave, and beyond
S r1ghted the reign of Chaos and old Night.”,

“The rev:cw w]:uch the leader makes of his, mfer-
na]army,,-, e .
el ————-He t]iro’ the armed ﬁles e <.

“« Darts his experienc’d eye, and foon travex:{'e

@ The whole battalion views; their order due,
8 ¢ Their
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¢ Their vifages and ftature as of Gods,

¢ Their number laft he fums; and now his heart
¢ Diftends with pride,and hard’nmg in his firength
¢ Glories

The flafh of light which appeared upon the draw-
ing of their fwords ;

. He {pake; and to confirm his words out flew
“ Millions of flaming {words, drawn from the thighs
¢ Of Mighty Cherubim : the fudden blaze
“ Far round illumin’d hell.

The fudden produétion of the Pandemonium ;

“ Anon out of the earth a fabric huge
** Rofe like an exhalation, with the found
“ Of dulcet fymphonies and voices fweet.”

The artificial illumination made in it;

(13

—_—

From the arched roof,

“ Pendent by fubtle magic, many a row

<« Of ftarry lamps and blazing creffets, fed

¢« With Naphtha and Afphaltus, yielded light
"¢« As from a ky —

There are alfo feveral noble fimiles and allufions
in the firft book of ‘ Paradife Loft.” = And here I
muft obferve, that when Milten alludes either to
things or perfons, he never quits his fimile until it
rifes to fome very great idea, which is often foreign
to the occafion that gave birth to it. The refem-
blance ‘does not perhaps laft above a line or two ;
but the poet runs on with the hint untilhe has raif-
ed out of ‘it fome glorious image or fennment, pro-
per to inflame the mind of the reader, and to give it
that fublime kind of entertainment which is fuitable
to the nature of an heroic poem. Thole who:are
acquainted with Homer’s and Virgil’s way of writ-

ing,
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ing, cannot but be pleafed with this kind of firuc-
ture in Milton’s fimilitudes. I am the more parti-
.cular on this head, becaufe ignorant readers, who
haye formed their tafte upon the quaint fimiles and
little turns of wit which are fo much in vogue
among modern poets, cannot relifh thefe beauties,
which are of a much higher nature, and are there-
fore apt to cenfure Milton’s comparifons, in which
they do not fee any furprifing points of likenefs.
Monfieur Perranlt was a man of this vitiated relifh,
and for that very reafon has endeavoured to turn in-
to ridicule feveral of Homer’s fimilitudes, which he
calls comparaifons a longue queue, ** long tail'd compa-
¢ rifons,” I fhall conclude this Paper on the firft
book of Milton with the anfwer which Monfieur
Boileau makes to Perrault on this occafion: * Com-
¢ parifons, fays he, in odes and epic poems, are not
“ introduced only to illuftrate and embellith the dif-
¢ courfe, but toamufe and relax the mind of the
¢ reader by frequently difengaging him from too
¢ painful an attention to the principal fubje&, and
¢ by leading him into other agreeable images. Ho-
¢ mer, fays he, excelled in this particular, whofe
¢ comparifons abound with fuch images of nature as
¢ are proper to relieve and diverfify his fubje®s. He
¢ continually inftruéts the reader, and makes him
¢ take notice even in objefts which are every day
¢ before his eyes, of fuch circumftances as he {hould
“ not otherwife have obferved.”  To this he adds,
as a maxim univerfally acknowledged, ¢ That it is
¢ not neceflary in poetry for the points of the com-
¢ parifon to correfpond with one another exadlly,
** but that a general refemblance is fufficient, and that
““ too much nicety in this particular favours of the
¢ rhetorician and epigrammatift.”

In fhort, if we look into the condu& of Homer,
Virgil and Milton ; as the great fable is the foul of
each poem, fo, to give their works ah agreeable va-
tiety, their epifodes are fo many fhort fables, and
their fimiles fo many.fhort epifodes ; to which you
& Vor, ITI, B may
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may add; if you pleafe, that their metaphors are fo
many fhort fimiles. If the reader confiders the com~
parifons in the firft book of Milton, of the fun in an
eclipfe, of the fleeping Leviathan, of the bees fwarm-
ing about their hive, of the fairy dance, in the view
wherein I have here placed them, he will eafily dif~
cover the great beauties that are in each of thofe
paflages.

Saturday, February 23, 1711-12 *.

Di, quibus imperium eff animarumy umbraeque filentes,
Et Chaos, & Phlegethon, loca nofte filentia late ;
Sit mibi fas audita logui | fit numine veftro
Pandere res alta terra & caligine merfas.
Vire. &n. 6. ver. 264.

Ye realms yet unreveal’d to human fight,

Ye Gods who rule the regions of the night,

Ye gliding ghofts, permit me to relate

The myftic wonders of your filent ftate.
DrYDEN.

" HAVE before obferved in general, that the per-
fons whom Milton introduces into his poem al-
ways difcover fuch fentiments and behaviour as are
in a peculiar manner conformable to their refpeétive
chara@ters. Every circumftance in their fpeeches and
attions is with great juftnefs and delicacy adapted to
the perfons who fpeak and att. As the poet very
much excels in this confiftency of his charatters, I
ihall beg leave to confider feveral paffages of the fe-
conid book in this Tight. That fuperior greatnefs and
mock-majefty which is afcribed to the prince of the
fallen angels, is admirably preferved in the beginning

of this book. His opening and clofing the'debate:
* No. 309. i
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~his taking on himfelf that great enterprife at the
thonght of which the whole infernal aflembly trem-

bled: his encountering the hideous phantom who

guarded the gates of hell, and appeared to him in all

his terrors ; are mﬂances of that proud and daring

minid which conld not brook {ubmiflion even to Om-

nipotence,

¢ Satan was now at hand, and from his feat

“ The monfter moving enward came as faft

¢ With horrid ftrides; hell trembled as he ftrode :
“‘Th’ undaunted fiend what this might be admir’d,
¢ Admir’d, not fear’d——"

The fame boldnefs and intrepidity of behaviour
difcovers itfelf in the feveral adventures which he
meets with during his paflage through the regions
of unformed matter, and particularly in his addrefs
to thofe tremendous powers who are defcribed as pre-
fiding over it.

The part of Moloc is likewife, in all its circum-
ftances, full of that fire and fury which diftinguifh
this fpirit from the reft of the fallen angels. He is
deferibed in the firft book as befmeared with the blood
of human faerifices, and delighted with the tears of
parents and the cries of children. In the fecond book
he is marked out as the fierceft {pirit that fought in
heaven: And if we confider the figure which he makes
in the fixth book, where the battle of the angels is
defcribed, we ﬁnd it every way anfwc.rablc to the
fame fnrxous enraged charalter,

¢ ——Where the might of Gabriel fought,

‘¢ And with fierce enfigns pierc’d the deep array

¢ Of Moloc, furions King, who him defy’d,

¢ And at his chariot-wheels to drag him bound

¢ Threaten’d : nor from the holy ene of heav’n

¢ Refrain’d his tongue blafphemous ; but anon

“ Down cloven to the wafte, with fhatter’d arms

“ And uncouth pain fled bellowing. -
Bz L
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It may be worth while to obferve, that Milton has
reprefented this violent impetuous fpirit, who is hur-
ried on by fuch precipitate paffions, as the fir/? that
rifes in that affembly to give his opinion upon their
prefent poflure of affairs. Accordingly he declares
himfelf abruptly for war, and appears incenfed at his
companions for lofing fo much time as even to deli-
berate upon it, All his fentiments are rafh, auda-
cious and defperate ; fuch as that of arming them-
felves with their tortures, and turning their punifh-
ments upon him who inflited them.

£ No! let us rather choofe,
¢ Arm’d with hell flames and fury, all at once
¢ O%r heaven’s high tow’ss to force refiftlefs way,
¢ Turning our tortures into horrid arms
¢« Againft the tort’rer : when to meet the noife
<« Of his almighty engine he fhall hear
¢ Infernal thunder, and for lightning fee
¢ Black fire and horror fhot with equal rage
* Among his angels ; and his throne itfelf
¢ Mix with Tartarean fulphur and ftrange fire,

‘¢ His own invented torments A

His preferring annihilation to thame or mifery, is
alfo highly fuitable to his charaéter; as the comfort
he draws from their difturbing the peace of heaven,
that if it be not victory it is revenge, is a fentiment
truly diabolical, and becoming the bitternefs of this
implacable fpirit.

Belial is defcribed in the firft book as the idol of
the lewd and luxurious. He is in the fecond book,
purfuant to that defeription, charaéterifed as timor-
ous and {lothful. And if we look into the fixth book,
we find him celebrated in the battle of angels for no-
thing but that fcoffing fpeech which he makes to Sa-
tan on their fuppofed advantage over the enemy. As
his appearance is uniform and of a piece in thefe
three feveral views, we find his fentiments in the in-
fernal aﬂembly every way conformable to his cha- -

rater,
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vaéter. Such are his apprehenfions of a fecond battle,
‘his horrors of annihilation, his preferring to be mi-
ferable rather than st 0 be. 1 need not obferve, that
the contraft of thought in this fpeech, and that which
precedes it, gives an agreeable variety to the de-
bate.

Mammon’s charzyﬂ:er 1s fo fully drawn in the firft
book, that the poet adds nothing to it in the fecond.
We were before told, that he was the firft who
taught mankind to ranfack the earth for gold and
filver, and that he was the archite& of Pandemo-
nium or ‘the infernal palace, where the evil {pirits
were to meet in council, His fpeech in this hook
is. every way fuitable to fo depraved a charater.
How proper is that reflection, of their being unable
to tafte the happinefs of heaven were they aétually
there, in the mouth of one, who, while he was in
heaven, is {aid to have had his mind dazzled with
the outward pomps and glories of the place, and to
have been more intent on the riches of the pavement,
than: on the beatific vifion. I fhall alfo leave the
reader to judge how agreeable the following fenti-

* ments are to the fame character.

¢ ——This deep world

¢ Of darknefs do we tread ? How oft amidft

¢ Thick cloud and dark doth heav’n’s all-rulingfire
¢ Choofe to refide, his glory unobfcured, .

¢ And with the majefty of darknefs round

¢ Covers his throne; fromwhencedeepthundersroar,
¢ Muftering their rage, and heav’n refembles hell !
¢ As he our darknefs, cannot we his light

¢ Imitate when we pleafe? This defert foil

¢ Wants not her hidden luftre, gems and gold ;

¢ Nor want we fkill or art, frqm whence to raife
¢ Magnificence: and what can heav’n fhew more?”

Beelzebub, who is reckoned the fecond in dignity

" that fell, and is in the firft book the fecond that a-
wakens out of the trance and confers with Satan
upon
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whole poem turns: as alfo that the prince of the
fallen angels was the only proper perfon to give it
birth, and that the next to him in dignity was the
fitteft to fecond and fuppert it.

There is befides, I think, fomething wonderfully
beautiful, and very apt to affect the reader’s imagi-
nation in this ancient prophecy or report in heaven
concerning the creation of man. Nothing could thew
more the dignity of the {pecies than this tradition
which ran of them before their exiftence. They are
reprefented to have been the talk of heaven before
they were created. Virgil, in compliment to the
Roman commonwealth, makes the heroes of it ap-
pear in their ftate of pre-exiftence ; but Milton does
a far greater honour to mankind in general, as he
gives us a glimpfe of them even before they are in
being.

The rifing of this great affembly is defcribed in a
very {ublime and poetical manner.

¢ Their rifing all at once was as the found
¢ Of thunder heard remote n

The diverfions of the fallen angels, with the par-
ticular account of their place of habitation, are de-
feribed with great pregnancy of thought and copi-
oufnefs of invention. The diverfions are every way
fuitable to beings who had nothing left them but
{trength and knowledge mifapplied. Such are their
contentions at the race, and in feats of arms, with
their entertainments, in the following lines.

¢ Others with vaft Typhean rage more fell
¢ Rend up both rocks and hills, and ride the air
¢ In whirlwind: hell {carce holds the wild uproar.”

Their mufic is employed in celebrating their own
criminal exploits, and their difcourfe in founding the
unfathomable depths of fate, free-wﬂl and foreknow-
Iedge

The
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The feveral circumftances in the defcription of
hell are finely imagined ; as the four rivers which'
difgorge themlelves into the fea of fire, the extremes
of cold and heat, and the river of oblivion. The
monftrous animals produced in that infernal world
are reprefented by a fingle line, which gives us al
more horrid idea of them than a much longer de-
feription would have done.

¢ Nature breeds,

¢ Perverfe, all monftrous, all prodigious things,
¢ Abominable, inutterable, and wor/e

<« Than fables yet have feign’d, or fear concerv'd,

¢ Gorgons and hydras, and chimeras dire.”

This epifode of the fallen fpirits, and their place
of habitation, comes in very happily to unbend the
mind of the reader from its attention to the debate.
An ordinary poet would indeed have fpun out fo
many circumflances to a great length, and by that
means have weakened, inftead of illuftrated, the
principal fable.

The flight of Satan to the gates of hell is finely
imagined.

I have already declared my opmlon of the allegory
concermng Sin and Death, which is however a very
finifhed piece in its kind, ‘when it is not confidered
as a part ‘of an epic poem. The genealogy of the
feveral perfons is contrived with great delicacy. Sin
is the daughter of Satan, and Death the offspring of
Sin. The inceftuous mixture between Sin and Death
produces thofe moniters and hell-hounds which from
time to time enter into their mother, and tear the
bowels of her who gave them birth. Thefe are the
terrors of an evil confcience, and the proper fruits
of Sin, which naturally rife from the apprehenfions
of Death. This laft beautiful moral is, I think,
clearly intimated in the fpeech of Sin; where, com-
plaining of ‘this her dreadful iflue, {he adds,

« Before
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¢ Befire mitte éyes in oppofition fits

¢ Grim Death my fon and fae, wwho fets them on,
“ And me his parent would fu// foon devour
¢ For want of other prey, but that he knows
¢ His end with mine involv'd -

I need not mention to the reader the beautiful cir«
cumitance in the laft part of this quotation. He will .
likewife obferve how naturally the three perfons cons
cerned in this allegory are tempted by one ‘tommon
intereft to enterinto aconfederacy together; and how
_ properly Sin is made the portrefs of hell; and the

only being that can open the gates to that world of
tortures.

The defcriptive part of this allegory is lxkem.{e
very ftrong, and full of fublime ideas. The figure of
Death, the regal crown upon his head, his menace
of Satan, his advancing to the combat, the outcry at
his birth, are circumftances too noble to be paft over
in filence, and extremely fuitable to this King of
Terrors.’ I need not mention the juftnefs of thought
which is obferved in the generation of thefe feveral
fymbolical perfons; that Sin was preduced upon the
firft revolt of Satan, that Death appeared foon after
he was caft into hell, and that the terrors of con-
fcience were conceived at the gate of this place of
torments. The defcription of the gates is very poeti-
cal; as the opening of them is full of Milton’s fpirit.

¢ ————0n z fudden open fly
* With impetuous recoil and jarring found

¢ Th’ infernal doors, and on their hinges grate
¢ Harfh thunder, that the loweft bottom fhdok
"¢ Of Erebus. She open’d, but to fhut

‘¢ Excell’d her pow’r: the gates wide open ftood,
. “ That with extended wings a banner’d hoft

* Under fpread enfigns marching might pafs through
% With' horfe and chariots mni’d i loofe’ arvay 3
i.c% Bo wide they flood, and like a furnace mouth

{if# Caﬁ forth redounding fmoke:and ruddy flame.”
=Nowu. ITL C . In
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In Satan’s voyage through the Chaos there are
feveral imaginary perfons deferibed as refiding in
that immenfe wafte of matter. This may perhaps
be conformable to the tafte of thofe critics who are
pleafed with nothing in a poet which has not life
and manners aferibed to it ; but for my own part, 1
, am pleafed moft with thofe paffages in this deferip-
tion which carry in them a greater meafure of pro-
bability, and are fuch as might poflibly have hap-
pened.. Of this kind is his firft mounting in the
fmoke that rifes from the infernal pit, his falling
into a cloud of nitre, and the like combuftible ma-
terials, that by their explofion ftill hurried him for-
ward in his voyage; his fpringing upward like a py~
ramid of fire, with his laborious paffage through that
confufion of elements which the poet calls

¢ The womb of Nature, and perhaps her grave.”

The glimmering light which fhot into the Chaos
from the utmoft verge of the creation, with the dif-
tant difcovery of the earth that hung clofe by the
moon, are wonderfully beautiful and poetical.

' Saturday, March 1, 1711-12*.

Nec deus interfit, nifi dighus vindice nedus
Inciderit—

Hor. Ars Poet. ver. 191.

Never prefume to make a God appear, -
But for a bufinefs worthy of a God.
. Roscommon.

ORACE advifes a poet to confider thoroughly

the nature and force of his genius. “MiLToN

feems to have known perfe@tly well wherein his
5% No: 335, ftrength

-
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{trength lay, and has therefore chofen a fubjeét en-
tirely conformable to thofe talents of which he was
, mafter. As his genius was wonderfully turned to
the fublime, his fubjeét is the nobleft that could have
entered into the thoughts of man. Every thing that
is truly great and aftonithing has a place in it. The
whole {yftem of the intellectual world ; the chaos,
and the creation; heaven, earth, and hell; enter into
the conftitution of his poem.

Having in the firft and fecond books reprefented
the infernal world with all its horrors, the thread of
his fable naturally leads him into the oppofite re-
gions of blifs and glory.

If MirToN’s majefty forfakes him any where, it
is in thofe parts of his poem, where the divine per-
fons are introduced as fpeakers. One may, I think,
obferve, that the author proceeds with a kind of fear
and trembling, whilft he deferibes the fentiments of
the Almighty. He dares not give his imagination
its full play; but choofes to confine himfelf to fuch
thoughts as are drawn from the boocks of the moft
orthodox divines, and to fuch expreflions as may be
met with in feripture. The beauties, therefore; which
we are to look for in thefe {peeches, are not of a
poetical nature, nor fo proper to fill the mind with
fentiments of grandeur, as with thoughts of devo-
tion. The paffions which they are defigned to raife,
are a divine love and religious fear. The particular
beauty of the fpeeches in the third book, confifts in
that fhortnefs and perfpicuity of ftile in which the
poet has conched the greateft myfleries of chriftiani-
ty, and drawn together in a regular fcheme, the
whole difpenfation- of Providence with refpet to

man. He has reprefented all the abftrufe doé&rines
- of predeftination, free-will and grace, as alfo the
great points of incarnation and redemption (which
naturally grow up in a poem that treats of the fall
of man), with great energy of expreffion, and in a
clearer and ftronger light than I ever met with in
any other writér. As thefe points are dry in them-

[ ) felves
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felves to the generality of readers, the concife and
clear manner in which he has treated them, is very
much to be admired ; as is likewife that particular
art which he has made ufe of in the interfperfing of
all thofe graces of poetry which the fubje@ was
capable of receiving.

The furvey of the whole creation, and of every
thing that is tranfafed in it, is a profpe@ worthy of
Omnifcience ; and as much above that in which Vir-
g1l has drawn his Jupiter, as the Chriftian idea of
the Supreme Being is more rational and fublime
than that of the Heathens. The particular objeés
on which he is deferibed to have caft his eye, are
reprefented in the moft beautiful and lively manner.

¢ Now had th’ Almighty Father from above
¢ (From the pure Empyrean where he fits
* Highthron’d aboveall height) bent down his eye,
¢ His own works and their works at once to view.
¢ About him all the fan&ities of heav'n
¢ Stood thick as ftars, and from his fight receiv’d
¢ Beatitude paft utterance. On his right
% The radiant image of his glory fat,
** His only Son. On earth he firft beheld
“.Qur two firft parents, yet the only two
+ ¢ Of mankind, in the happy garden plac’d,
# Reaping immortal fruits of joy and love; .
“ Uninterrupted joy, unrival’d love,
“ In blifsful folitude. 'He then furvey’d
* ¢ Hell and the gulph between, and Satan there
¢ Coafting the wall of heay’n on this fide night,
¢ In‘the dun air fublime ; and ready now
* To floop with wearied wings, and willing feet,
¢ On the bare outfide of this world, that feem’d
¢ Firm land imbofom’d without ﬁnnament
 Uncertain which, in ocean or in air. -
¢ Him God beholding from his profpe& high,
% Wherein paft, prefent, future he beholds,
¢ Thus to his only Son forefeeing fpake—"

= Satan’s
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Satan’s approach to the confines of the creation is
finely imaged in the beginning of the fpeech which
immediately follows. The effefts of this fpeech in
the bleffed {pirits, and in the divine perfon to whom
it was addrefled, cannot but fill the mind of the
reader with a fecret pleafure and complacency.

¢ Thus while God {pake, ambrofial fragrance fill’'d
¢ All heav’n, and in-the blefled fpirits elet

* Senfe of new joy ineffable diffus’d.

¢ Beyond compare the Son of God was feen

¢ Moft glorious ; in him all his Father fhone

¢ Subftantially exprefs’d ; and in his face

¢ Divine compaffion vifibly appear’d :

¢ Love without end, and without meafure grace.”

I need not point out the beauty of that circum-
ftance, wherein the whole hoft of angels are repre-
fented as {tanding mute ; nor fhew how proper the
occafion was to produce fuch a filence in heaven.
The clofe of this divine colloguy, with the hymn of
angels that follows upon it, are fo wonderfully beau-
tiful and poetical, that I fhould not forbear inferting
the whole paflage, if the bounds of my paper would
give me leave.

¢ No fooner had th> Almighty ceas’d, but all

¢ The multitude of angels with a thout

¢ (Loud as from numbers without number, fweet
¢ As from bleft voices) utt’ring joy, heav’n rung
¢ With jubilee; and loud Hofannas fill’d

¢« Th’ eternal regions ; &c. &c.”

Satan’s walk upon the outfide of the univerfe,
which at a diftance appeared to him of a globular
form, but upon his nearer approach looked like an
unbounded plain, is natural and noble : as his roam-
ing upon the frontiers of the creation between that
mafs of matter which was wrought into a world,
and that thapelefs unformed heap of materials wl}’itch

il
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ftill lay in chaos and confufion; ftrikes the imagina~
tion with fomething aftonithingly great and wild:
1 have before fpoken of the Limbo of vanity, which
the poet places upon this outermoft furface of the
univerfe, and fhall here explain myfelf more at large
on that, and other parts of the poem which are of
the fame thadowy nature.

Ariftotle obferves, that the fable of an epic poem
fhould abound in circumfitances that are both credible
and aftonifhing ; or as the French ecritics choofe' to
phrafe it, the fable fhould be filled with the probable
and. the marvellous. This rule is as fine and juft as
any in Ariftotle’s whole art of poetry. -

If the fable is only probable, it differs nothing
from a true hiftory ; if it is only marvellous, it is
no better than a romance. The great fecret, there-
fore, of heroic poetry is to relate fuch circumftances
as may produce in the reader at the fame time both
belief and aftonifhment. This is brought to pafs in
a well chofen fable, by the account of fuch things as
have really happened, or at leaft of fuch things as
have happened according to the received opinions of
mankind. ~ Milton’s fable is a mafter-piece of this
nature ; as the war in heaven, the condition of the
fallen angels, the ftate of innocence, the temptation
of the ferpent, and the fall of man, though they are
very aftonifhing in themfelves, are not enly credible,
but actual peints of faith.

The next method of reconcﬂmg miracles with
credibility, is by a happy invention of the poet; as
in particular, when he introduces agents of a fupe-
rior nature, who are capable of effe@ing what is
wonderful, and what is not to be met with in the
erdinary courfe of things.  Ulyfles’s thip being turn-
ed into.a rock, and fneas’s fleet into a fhoal of wa-
ter nymphs, though they are very furprifing acci~
dents, are neverthelefs probable, when we are told
that they were the Gods who thus transformed them.
It is this kind of machinery which fills the poems
both. of Homer and Virgil with fuch circumitances

as
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=s are wonderful but not impoflible, and fo frequent-
ly produce in the reader the moft pleafing paffion
that can rife in'the mind of man, which is admira-
tion. If there be any inftance in the Zneid liable
to exception upon this account, it is in the begin-
ning of the third book, where Zneas is reprefented
as tearing up the myrtle that dropped blood. To
qualify this wonderful circumftance, Polydorus tells
a ftory, from the root of the myrtle, that the barbar-
ous inhabitants of the country having pierced him
with fpears and arrows, the wood which was left in
his body took root in his wounds, and gave birth to
that bleeding tree. - This circumftance {feems to have
the marvellous without the probable, becaufe it is
reprefented as proceeding from natural caufes, with-
out the interpofition of any Geod or other fupernatu-
ral power eapable of producing it. The fpears and
arrows grow of themfelves, without fo much as the
moedern help of an inchantment. If we look into
the fition of Milton’s fable, though we find it full
of furprifing incidents, they are generally fuited to
our notions of the things and perfons deferibed, and
tempered with a due meafure of probability. Imuft
only make an exception to the Limbo of vanity, with
his epifode of Sin and Death, and fome of his ima-
ginary perfons in his Chaos. Thefe paffages are
aftonifhing but not credible: the reader cannot fo
far impofe upon himfelf as to fee a poflibility in
them: they are the defcription of dreams and fha-
dows, not of things or perfons. I know that many
critics look upon the ftories of Circe, Polypheme,
the Sirens, nay the whole Odyfley and Iliad, to be
allegories. But allowing this to be true, they are
fables, which, confidering the opinions of mankind
that prevailed in the age of the poet; might poflibly
have been according to the letter. The perfons are
fuch as might have a&ed what is aferibed to them,
as the circumftances in which they are reprefented
might poflibly have been truth and realities. This
appearance of probability 15 fo abfolutely requifite

mn
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in the greater kinds of poetry, that Ariftotle ob«
ferves the ancient tragic writers made ufe of the
names of fuch great men as had adtually lived in the
world, though the tragedy proceeded upon adven-
tures they were never engaged in, on purpofe to
make the fubjeét more credible. In a word, befides
the hidden meaning of an epic allegory, the plain li-
teral fenfe ought to appear probable. The flory
thould be fuch as an ordinary reader may acquiefce
in, whatever natural, moral, or political truth may
be difcovered in it by men of greater penetration.

Satan, after having long wandered upon the fur-
face, or outmoft wall of the univerfe, difcovers at laft
a wide gap in it, which led into the creation, and is
defcribed as the opening through which the angels
pafs to and fro into the lower world, upon their er-
rands to mankind. His fitting npon the brink of
this paffage and taking a furvey of the whole face of
nature that appeared to him new and freth in 21l its
beauties, with the fimile illuftrating this circum-
ftance, fills the mind of the reader with as furprifing
_and glorious an idea as any that arifes in the whole
poem. He looks down into that vaft hollow of the
univerfe with the eye, or (as Mirron calls it in his
firft book) with the ken of an angel. He furveys all
the wonders in this immenfe amphitheatre that lie
between both the poles of heaven, and takes in 4t
one view the whole round of the creation.

His flight between the feveral worlds that fhined
on every fide of him, with the particular defcription
of the fun, are fet forth in all the wantonnefs of 2
luxuriant imagination. His fhape, fpeech, and bes
haviour upon his transforming himfelf into an an=
gel of light, are touched with exqmﬁtebeauty. The
poet’s thought of direting Satan to the fun, which
in the vulgar opinion of mankind is the moft con~
fpicuous part of the creation, the placing in it an an<
gel, is a circumftance very finely contrived, and the
more adjufted to a poetical probability, as it was a
received dotrine among. the moft famous philofos

phers,
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phers, that every orb had its intelligence ; and as an
apoftle in facred writ is faid to have feen fuch an an-
gel in the fun. In the anfwer which this angel re-
turas to the dlfgmfed evil {pirit, there is fuch a be-
coming majefty as is altogether fuitable to a Supe-
rior Being. The part of it in which he reprefents
himfelf as prefent at the creation, is very noble in
itfelf, and not only proper where it is introduced,
but requifite to prepare the reader for what follows
in the feventh book.

¢ T faw when at his word the formlefs mafs,

¢ This world’s material mould, came to a heap,
¢ Confufion heard his voice, and wild uproar

¢ Stood rul’d, ftood vaft infinitude confin’d ;

“ Till at his fecond bidding darknefs fled,

¢ Lightfhone, &c.”

In the following part of the fpeech he points out
the earth with fuch circumftances, that the reader
can fearce forbear fancying himfelf employed on the
fame diftant view of it.

¢ Look downward on the globe, whofe hither fide
* With light from hence tho’ but refietted fhines;
¢ That place is earth, the feat of man ; that hght
‘¢ His day, &e.”

I muft not conclude my refletions upon this third
book of ¢ Paradife Loft,” without taking notice of
that celebrated complaint of MiLToN with which it
opens, and which certainly deferves all the praifes
that have been given it; though, as I have before
hinted, it may rather be looked on as an excrefcence
than as an effential part of the poem. The fame ob-
fervation might be applied to that beautiful digref-
fion upon hypocrify in the fame book.

Vor. IIL. D
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Saturday, March 8, 1711-12 %,

Nec fatis eff pulchra effe poemata ; dulcia funto.
Hor. Ars Poet. ver. 90.

"Tis not enough a poem’s finely writ;
It muft affe& and captivate the foul.

HOSE who know how many volumes have

- been written on the poems of Homer and Vir-

gil, will eafily pardon the length of my difcourfe
upon Milton. The ¢ Paradife Loft” is looked upon
by the beft judges as the greateft produttion, or at
leaft the nobleft work of genius in our language, and
therefore deferves to be fet before an Englifh reader
in its full beauty. For this reafon, though I have
endeavoured to give a general idea of its graces and
imperfeftions in my, fix firft Papers, I thought my-
{elf obliged to beftow one upon every book in par-
ticular, The firft three books I have already dif-
patched, and am now entering upon the fourth. I
need not acquamnt my reader thao there are multi-
tudes of beauties in this great author, efpecially in
the deferiptive parts of this poem, which I have not
touched upon; it being my intention to point out
thofe only which appear to me the moft exquifite,
or thofe which are not fo obvious to ordinary read-
ers. Every one that has read the critics who have
written upon the Odyfley, the Iliad, and the Aineid,
knows very well, that though they agree in their
opinions of the great beauties in thofe poems, they
have neverthelels each of them difcovered feveral
mafter-firokes which have efcaped the obfervation
of the reft. In the fame manner, I queftion not but
any writer who fhall treat of this fubje& after me,
may find feveral beauties in Milton which.I have
* No. 321. : not
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aot taken notice of. I muft likewife obferve, that
as the greateft mafters of critical learning differ a-
mong one another as to fome particular points in an
epic poem, I have not bound myfelf fcrupuloufly to
the rules which any one of them has laid down upen
that art, but have taken the liberty fometimes to join
with one, and fometimes with another, and fome-
times to differ from all of them, when I have thought
that the reafon of the thing was on my fide.

‘We may confider the beauties of the fourth book
under three heads: In the firft are thofe piGures of
ftill life which we meet with in the defcription of
Eden, Paradife, Adam’s bower, &c. In the next are
the machines, which .comprehend the f{peeches and
behaviour of the good and bad angels. In the laft
is the condu& of Adam and Eve, who are the prin-
cipal actors in the poem,

In the defeription of Paradife, the poet has obferved
Ariftotle’s rule of lavifhing all the ornaments of dic-
tion on the weak unattive parts of the fable, which
are not fupported by the beauty of fentiments and
charafters. Accordingly the reader may -obferve,
that the expreflions are more florid and elaborate in
thefe defcriptions than in moft other parts of the
poem. I muft further add, that though the drawings
of gardens, rivers, rainbows, and the like dead pieces
of nature, are juftly cenfured in an heroic poem,
when they run out into an unneceflary length; the
defcription of Paradife would have been faulty, had
not the poet been very particular in it; not only as
it is the {fcene of the principal aftion, but as it is
requifite to give us an idea of that happinefs from
which our firft parents fell. The plan of it is won-
derfully beautiful, and formed upon the fhort {ketch
which we have of it in holy writ. Milton’s “exu-
berance of imagination has poured forth fuch a re-
dundancy of ornaments on this feat of happinefs and
innocence, that it would be endlefs to point out each
particular.

e x I muft
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I muft not quit this head, without further obw
ferving, that there is fcarce 2 fpeech of Adam or
Eve in the whole poem, wherein the fentiments and
allufions'are not taken from this their delightful ha-
bitation. The reader, during their whole courfe of
aétion, always finds himfelf in the walks of Para-
d1fe. In fhort, as the critics have remarked, that-
in thofe poems wherein fhepherds are a&ors, the
thoughts ought always to take a tinfture from the
woods, fields, and rivers; {o we may obferve, that
our ﬁrﬂ: parents feldom lofe fight of their happy fta-
tion in any thing they fpeak or doj; and, if the read-
er will give me leave to ufe the cxpreiﬁon, that their
thonghts are always Paradifiacel.

We are in the next place to confider the machines
of the fourth book. Satan being now within pro-
fpect of Eden, and looking round upon the glories
of the creation, is filled with fentiments different
from thofe which he difcovered whillt he was in hell,
The place infpires him with thoughts more adapted
to it. He refle@s upon the happy condition from
whence he fell, and breaks forth into a {peech that
is foftened with feveral tranfient touches of remorfe
and felf-accufation: but at length he confirms him-
felf in impenitence, and in his defign of drawing
man into his own ftate of guilt and mifery. This
gon.ﬂ.l& of paffions is raifed with a great deal of art;
as the opening of his fpeech to the fun is very bold
and noble.

¢ O thou that with furpafling glory crown’d,

¢ Look’ft from thy fole dominion like the God

¢ Of this new world ; at whofe fight all the ftare
¢ Hide their diminifh’d heads ; to thee I call,

¢ But with no friendly voice; and add thy name,
O Snn ! to tell thee how I hate thy beams,

¢ That bring to my remembrance from what flate
# I fell ; how glorious once above thy fphere 1

Thig
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This fpeech is, I think, the fineft that i afcribed
to Satan in the whole poem. : The evil fpirit’ after-
wards proceeds to make his difcoveries concerning
our firft parents, and to learn after what manner they
may be beft attacked. His bounding over the walls
of Paradife; his fitting in the fhape of a cormorant
upon the tree of life, which ftood in the centre of
it, and overtopped all the: other trees of the garden;
his alighting among the herd of ammals, which are
fo beautifully reprefented as playing about Adam
and Eve; together with his transforming himfelf in-
to different fhapes in order to hear their converfa-
tion ; are circumftances that give an agreeable fur-
prife to the reader, and are devifed with great:art
to conneét that feries of adventures in which the
poet has engaged this artificer of fraud.

The thonght of Satan’s transformation inte a cor-
morant, and placing himfelf on the tree of life, feems-
raifed upon that paflage’in the lliad, where two dei-
ties are deferibed as perching on the top of an cak
in the fhape of vultures.

His planting himfelf at the ear of Eve under the
form of a toad, in order to preduce vdin dreams and
imaginations, is a circumitance of the fame nature ;
as his flarting up in his own form:is wonderfully
fine, both in the literal defeription, and in the moral
which is concealed under it. His anfwer upon his
being difcovered, and demanded to give an account
of himfelf, is conformable to the pride and intrepi-
dity of his charater.

“ Know ye not then, faid Satan, ill’d with fcern;
** Know ye not me! ye knew me once, no mate
“ For you, there fitting where you durft not foar:
¢ Not to know me argues yourfelves unknown ;
¢ The loweft of your throng

Zephon?s rebuke, with the influence it had on Sa-
tan, is ex.quiﬁtely graceful and moral. Satan is af-

terwards led away to Gabriel, the chief of the guar-
dian
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- dian angels who kept watch in Paradife. His dif-
dainful behavigur on this occafion is {fo remarkable
2 beanty, that the moft ordinary reader cannot but
take notice of it.  Gabriel’s difcovering his approach
at a diftance, is drawn with great Itrength and live-
linefs of imagination.

“ O friends, I hear the tread of nimble feet
¢ Hafting this way, and now by glimpfe difcern
¢ Ithuriel and Zephon through the fhade;
¢ And with them comes a third of regal port,

- #¢ But faded {plendor wan, who by his gait
¢ And fierce demeanor feems the prince of hell;.
“ Not likely to part hence without conteft :

* % Stand firm ; for in his look defiance low’rs.”

The conference between Gabriel and Satan abounds
with fentiments proper for the occafion, and fuitable
to the perfons of the two fpeakers. Satan clothing
himfelf with terror when he prepares for the combat,
is truly fublime, and at leaft equal to Homer’s de-
feription of Difcord celebrated by Longinus, or to
that of Fame in Virgil, who are both reprefented
with their feet ftanding upon the earth, and their
heads reaching above the clouds.

¢ While thus he fpake, th’ angelic fquadron bright
 Turn’d fiery red, {harp’ning in mooned horns

* Their phalanx, and began to hem him round

“ With ported fpears, &c.

On th’ other fide Satan alarm’d,

¢ Colletting all his might dilated ftood,

¢ Like Teneriff, or Atlas, unremov’d:

¢ His ftature reach’d the fky, and on his creft

¢ Sat horror plum’d

I muft here take notice, that Milton is every where
full of hints and fometimes literal tranflations taken
from the greateft of the Greek and Latin poets. But
this I may referve for a difcourfe by itfelf; becaufe:]

would
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. would not break the thread of thefe fpeculations,
that are defigned for Englifh readers, with fuch re-
fleGtions as would be of no ufe but to the learned.

I muft however obferve in this place, that the
breaking off the combat between Gabriel and Satan
by the hanging out of the golden fcales in heaven,

is a refinement upon Homer’s thought, who tells us,
that before the battle between Hefltor and Achilles,
Jupiter weighed the event of it in a pair of fcales.
The reader may fee the whole paffage in the 224
{liad.

Virgil, before the laft decifive combat, defcribes

Jupiter in the fame manner, as weighing the fates
of Turnus and Aneas. Milton, though he fetch-
ed this beautiful circumftance from the Iliad and
Apeid, does not only infert it as a poetical embel-
liflbment, like the authors above mentioned, bu:
makes an artful ufe of it for the proper carrying on .
of his fable, and for the breaking off the combat be- ¢
tween the two warriors, who were upon the point of »
engaging. To this we may further add, that Mil- N
ton is the more juitified in this paflage, as we find
the fame noble allegory in holy writ, where a wick- }
ed prince, fome few hours before he was aﬂaultedk’
and flain, is faid to have been * weighed in the fcales,

** and to have been found wanting.”

I muft here take notice, under the head of the
machines, that Uriel’s gliding down to the earth up-

on a fun beam, with the poet’s device to make him
defeend as well in his return to the fun as in his com-
ing from it, is 2 prettinefs that might have been ad-
mired in a little fanciful poet, but feems below the
genius of Milton. The defeription of the hoft of
armed angels walking their nightly round in Para-
dife, is of ancther {pirit.

““ So faying, on he led his radiant files,
* Dazzling the moon——-"

as that account of the hymns which our firft parents
uled
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ufed to hear them fing in-thefe their midhight walks,

is altogether chvme, and inexpreflibly amufing to the
imagination. |

We are, in the ]a.ﬂr pla.ce, to confider the parts
which Adam and Eve aét in the fourth book. The
defeription of them, as they ficlt appeared to Satan,
is exquifitely drawn, and fufficient to make the fal-
len angel gaze upon them with all that aftonithment
and thofe emotions of envy in which he is repre-
fented.

v “Two of far nobler fhape, ere& and tall,
¢ God-like ereét | with native honour clad
“ In'naked majefty, feem’d lords of all;
¢ And worthy feem’d: for in their looks divine
¢ The image of their glorious Maker fhone ;
* Trath, wifdom, fanttitude fevere and pure ;
£ Severe, but in true filial freedom plac’d :
¢ For contemplation he, and valour form’d;
¢ Hor foftnefs fhe, and fweet attraltive grace ;
¢ He for God only; fhe for God in him:
¢ His fair large front, and eye fublime, declar’d
¢ Abfolute rule ; and Hyacinthin locks
¢ Round from his parted forelock manly hung
¢ Cluft’ring, but not beneath his thoulders broad:
¢ She, as a veil, down to her {lender waift
“ Her unadorned golden treffes wore
¢ Difhevel’d, but in wanton ringlets wav’d.
 So pafs'd they naked on; nor thunn’d the fight
- #.0f God or angel, for they thought no ill :
¢t So hand in hand they pafs'd, the lovelieft pair
¢ That ever fince in love’s embraces met.”

There is a fine fpirit of poetry in the lines which
follow, wherein they are defcribed as fitting on a bed
of flowers by the fide of a fountain amidit a mixed
affembly of animals.

The {peeches of thefe two firft lovers flow equally
from paffion and fincerity. The profeflions they
make to one another are full of warmth ; but at the
Lo fame

™™



fame time fonnded on truth. In a word, they are
the gallgntmas of Paradife.

&8 ——When Adam firft of men

# Sole partner and fole part of all thefe joys,

¢ Dearer thyfelf than all 5’

¢ But let us ever praile him, and extol

“ His bounty, following our delightful tafk,

 To prane thofe growing plants, and tend thefe

“ flow'rs ;

* Which were it toilfome, yet with thee were fweet.
“ Towhom thus Evereply’d : O thou for whom

“ And from whom I'was form’d, flefh of thy flefh,

¢ And without whom am to no end; my guide

¢ And head, what thou haft faid is juft and right,

¢ For we to him i.udeed all praifes owe,

“ And daily thanks; I chiefly, who enjoy

¢ So far the happier lot, enjoying thee

¢ Preeminent by fo much odds, while thou

¢ Like confort to thyfelf canft no where find, &c.”*

The remaining part of Eve’s {peech, in which fhe
gives an account of herfelf upon her firft creation,
and the manner in which fhe was brought to Adam,
is I think as beautiful a paffage as any in Milton, ox
perhaps in any other poetwhatfoever. Thefe paflages
are all worked off with fo much art, that they are ca-
pable of pleafing the moft delicate reader, without:
offending the mott fevere.

¢ That day I oft remember, when from fleep, &ec.”

A poet of lefs judgment and invention than this
great author, would have found it very diflicult to
have filled thefe tender pasts of the poem with fenti-
ments proper for a ftate of innocence; to have de-
fcribed the warmth of love, and the profeflions of it,
" without artifice or hyperbole ; to have made the man
fpeak the moft endearing things, without defcending
from his natural dignity, and the woman receiving

b them
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them without departing from the modefty of her
charalter ; in a word, to adjuft the prerogatives 6f
wifdom and beauty, and make each appear to the
other in its proper force and lovelinefs. "This mutual
fubordination of the two fexes is wonderfully kept
up in the whole poem ; as particularly in the fpeech
of Eve I have before mentioned, and upon the con-
clufion of it in the following lines.

¢ So fpake our general mother, and with eyes
¢ Of conjugal attraltion unreprov'd,

“ And meek furrender, half embracing lean’d
“ On our firft father ; half her fwelling breaft
¢ Naked met his, under the flowing gold

% Of her loofe trefles hid ; he, in delight

¢t Both of her beauty and fubmiffive charms,
¢ Smil’d with fuperior love——" :

The poet adds, that the devil turned away with
envy at the fight of fo much happinefs.
We have another view of our firft parents in their
“evening difcourfes, which is full of pleafing images
and fentiments fuitable to their condition and charac-
ters. The {peech of Eve, in particular, is drefled up
in fuch a foft and natural turn of words and fenti~
ments, as cannot be fufficiently admired.
I fhall clofe my refleétions upon this book, with

cbferving the mafterly tranfition which the poet makes

to their evening worthip, in the following lines.

¢ Thus at their thady ledge arriv’d, both ftood,

¢« Both turn’d, and under open fky ador’d

“ The God that made both {ky, air, earth, and
¢ heav’n,

¢ Which they beheld, the moon’s refplendent globe,

¢ And ftarry pole: Thou alfo mad j} the night,

“ Maker omnipotent ! and thou the day, &c.”

Moft of the modern heroic poets have imitated
the ancients in beginning a {fpeech without premifing
that

bt ol et
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that the perfon faid thus or thus; but as it is eafy
to imitate the ancients in the omiflion of two or three
words, it requires judgment to do it in fuch a man-
ner as they fhall not be miffed, and that the fpeech
may begin naturally without them. There is 2 fine
inftance of this kind out of Homer, in the twenty-
third chapter of Longinus.

Sarura'lay, March 15, 1711-12*%.

——— Major rerum mibi nafcitur ordo.

Vire. An. vil. 43:

A larger {cene of fiGtion is difplay’d:
- DrypEN.

E were told in the foregoing book, how the
U U evil {pirit praétifed upon Eve as fhe lay afleep,
in order to infpire her with thoughts of vanity, pride
and ambition. The author, who fhews a wonderful
art throughout his whole poem in preparing the read-
er for the feveral occurrences that arife in it, founds
upon the above mentioned circumftance the firft part
of the fifth book. Adam upon his awaking finds Eve
ftill afleep, with an unufual difcompofure in her looks.
The pofture in which he regards her is deferibed with
a tendernefs not to be exprefled; as the whifper with
which he awakens her is the fofteft that ever was
conveyed to a lover’s ear.

¢ His wonder was, to find unwaken’d Eve,
* With trefles difcompos’d, and glowing cheek,
“ As through unquiet reft ; he on his fide
# Leaning half rais’d, with looks of cordial love
¢ Hung over her enamour’d, and' beheld
* Beauty, which, whether waking or afleep,
* No. 327. Ea s Shot
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“ fee if the vine flourifh; whether the tender grapes
9 appﬁr, and pomegranates bud forth.”

His preferring the garden of Eden to that

# . Where the Sapient king
# Held dalliance with lus fau- Egyptmn fpoufe,”

ihews that the poet had thls dehghtful fcene in his
mind.

Eve’s dream is full of thofe high conceits engen-
dering pride, which, we are told, the devil endea-
~ voured to inftil into her. Of this kind is that part
of it where fhe fancies herfelf awakened by Adam
in the following beautiful lines:

¢ Why fleep’ft thou, Eve? now is the pleafant time,
¢ The cool, the filent, fave where filence yields

© *To the night-warbling bird, that now awake
“ Tunes {weeteft his love-labour’d fong ; newreigns
# Full orb’d the moon, and with more pleafing light
¢ Shadowy fets off the face of things : In vain,
* If none regard. Heav’n wakes with all his eyes,
4 Whom to behold but thee, nature’s defire,
¢ In whofe fight all things joy, with ravifhment,
“ Axtrafted by thy beauty ftill to gaze !

An injudicions poet would have made Adam talk
through the whole work in fuch fentiments as thefe:
but flattery and falfehood are not the courtfhip of
Milton’s Adam, and could not be heard by Eve in
her ftate of innocence, excepting only in a dream
produced on purpofe to taint her imagination. Other
vain fentiments of the fame kind, in this relation of
her dream, will be dbvious to every reader. Though
the cataftrophe of the poem is finely prefaged on this
occafion, the particulars of it are fo artfully fhadow-
ed, that they do not anticipate the ftory which fol-
lows in the ninth book: I fhall only add, that though
the vifion itfelf is founded upon truth, the circum-

ftances
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ftances of it are full of that wildnefs and inconfift
ency which are natural to a dream. Adam, con-
formable to his fuperior chara&er for wifdom, in-
ftru@s and comforts Eve upon this ocaafion:

¢ So cheer’d he his fair fpoufe ; and the was cheer’d,
¢ But filently a gentle tear let fall

¢ From either eye, and wiped them with her hair;
“ Two other precious drops, that ready ftood

¢ Fach in their cryftal {luice, he e'er they fell

¢ Kifs'd, as the gracious figns of fweet remorfe

¢ And pious awe, that fear'd to have offended.”

The morning hymn is written in imitation of one
of thofe pfalms, where, in the overflowings of grati-
tude and praife, the Pfalmift calls not only upon the
angels, but upon the moft confpicuous parts of: the
inanimate creation, to join with him in extolling

their common maker. Invocations of this nature fill |

the mind with glorious ideas of Gop’s works, and
awaken that divine enthufiafm which is fo natural
to devotion. But if this calling upon the dead parts
of nature is-at all times a proper kind of worfhip,
it was in a particular manner fuitable to our firft
parents, who had the creation frefh upon their minds,
and had not feen the various difpenfations of pro-
vidence, nor confequently could be acquainted with
thofe many topics of praife which might afford
. matter to the devotions of their pofterity. I need
not remark the beautiful {pirit of poetry which runs
through this whole hymn, nor the holinefs of that
refolution with which it concludes.

Having already mentioned thofe {peeches which
are affigned to the perfons in this poem, I proceed
to the defcription which the poet gives of Raphael.
His departure from before the throne, and his flight
through the choirs of angels, is finely imagined. As
Milten every where fills his poem with circumftances
that are marvellous and aftonithing, he defcribes the

gate of heaven as framed after fuch 2 manner, that
it

St bdbn i
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it opened of itfelf npon the approach of the angel
who was to pafs through it.

(13

*Till at the gate

¢ Of heav’n arriv’d, the gate {elf-open’d wide,
¢ On golden hinges turning, as, by work

¢« Divine, the fovereign architett had fram’d.”

The poet here feems to have regarded two or three
paffages in the 18th Tliad; as that in particular,
where, fpeaking of Vulcan, Homer fays that he had
made twenty Tripodes running on golden wheels ;
which, upon occafion, might go of themfelves to the
affembly of the Gods, and when there was no more
ufe for them, return again after the fame manner.
Scalliger has rallied Homer very feverely upon this
point ; as M. Dacier has endeavoured to defend it.
I will not pretend to determine, whether, in this par-
ticular of Homer, the marvellous does not lofe fight
of the probable. As the miraculous workmanihip
of Milton’s gates is not fo extraordinary as this of the
Tripodes ; fo I am perfuaded he would not have men-
tioned it, had he not been fupported in it by a paf-
fage in the feripture, which fpeaks of wheels in hea-
ven that had life in them, and moved of themfelves,
or ftood fiill, in conformity with the Cherubims,
whom they accompanied.

There is no queftion but Milton had this circum-
ftance in his thoughts ; becaufe, in the following book
he defcribes the chariot of the Mefliah with living
wheels, according to the plan in Ezekiel’s vifion.

i ——Forth rufth’d with whirlwind found

¢ The chariot of Paternal Deity,

“ Flathing thick flames, wheel within wheel un-
. drawn,

¢ Ttfelf inftin@ with {pirit 2

I queftion not but Bofiu, and the two Daciers, who
are for vindicating every thing that is cenfured in
Homer,
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Homer, by fomething parallel in Holy Writ, wonld

have been very well pleafed had they thought of con«
forming Vulcan’s Tripodes with Ezekiel’s wheels.
Raphael’s defcent to the earth, with the figure of
his perfon, is reprefented in very lively colours.
Several of the French, Italian, and Englifh poets,
have given a loofe to their imaginations in the de-
fcription of angels : but I do not remember to have
met with any fo finely drawn, and fo econformable to
the notions which are given of them in Scripture, as
this in Milton. After having fet him forth in all his
heavenly plumage, and reprefented him as alighting
upon the earth, the poet concludes his defcription
with a circumflance which is altogether new, and
imagined with the greateft ftrength of fancy.

£ —Like Maria’s fon he ftood,
“ And f{hook his plumes, that heavenly fragrance
¢ fill’'d
¢ The circuit wide. —"

Raphael’s reception by the guardian angels; his
pafling through the wildernefs of fweets ; his diftant
" appearance to Adam ; have all the graces that poetry
is capable of beftowing. The author afterwards
gives us a particular defcription of Eve in her do-
meftic employments,

* So faying, with difpatchful looks, in hafie .
¢ She turns, on hofpitable thoughts intent,

* What choice to choofe for delicacy beft,

¢ What order, {o contriv’d as not to mix

“ Taftes, not well join’d, inelegant, but bring

¢ Tafte after tafte, upheld with kindlieft change;
* Beftirs her then, &c.”

Though in this, and other parts of the fame book,
the fubjeét is only the houfewifery of our firft parent,

it is fet off with fo many pleafing images and ftrong. ]

expreflions,

[FF PR
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expreflions, as make it none of the leaft agreeable
parts in this divine work.

The natural majefty of Adam, and at the fame time
his fubmiffive behaviour to the fuperior being who
had vouchfafed to be his gueft; the folemn wuaArL
which the angel beftows upon the mother of man-
kind, with the figure of Eve miniftring at the table;
are circumftances which deferve to be admired.

Raphael’s behaviour is every way {uitable to the
dignity of his nature, and to that charater of a fo-
ciable fpirit, with which the author has fo judiciouf-
. ly introduced him. He had received inftruétions to
converfe with Adam, as one friend converfes with
another, and to warn him of the enemy who was
contriving his deftru&tion. Accordingly he is repre-
fented as fitting down at table with Adam, and eat-
ing of the fruits of Paradife. The occafion natural-
ly leads him to his difcourfe on the food of angels.
After having thus entered into converfation with
man upon more indifferent fubjefts, he warns him
of his obedience, and makes a natural tranfition to
the hiftory of that angel who was employed in the
circumvention of our firft parents.

Had T followed Monfieur Boffu’s method in my
firft paper on Milten, I fhould have dated the a&tion
of Paradife Loft from the beginning of Raphael’s
fpeech in this book, as he fuppofes the action of the
Zneid to begin in the fecond book of that poem. I
could allege many reafons for my drawing the ac-
tion of the Aneid rather from its immediate begin-
ning in the firft book, than from its remote begin-
ning in the fecond ; and thew why I have confidered
the facking of Troy as an Epifode, according to the
common acceptation of that word. But as this would
be a dry unentertaining piece of criticifm, and per-
haps unneceffary to thofe who have read my firft
Papér, I fhall not enlarge upon it. ‘Whichever of
the notions be true, the unity of Milton’s aétion is
preferved according to either of them ; whether we
confider the fall of man in its mnncdlatc beginning;

Vor. 1L E- as
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as proceeding from the refolutions taken in the ins
fernal council, or in its more remote beginning, as
proceeding from the firft revolt of the angels in hea-
ven. The occafion which Milton afligns for this re-
volt, as it is founded on hints in holy writ, and on
the opinion of fome great writers, fo it was the moft
proper that the poet could have made ufe of.
The revolt in heaven is defcribed with great force
of imagination, and a fine variety of circumftances.
The learned reader cannot but be pleafed with the
poet’s imitation of Homer in the lait of the follow-
ing lines :

¢ At length into the limits of the north

¢ They came, and Satan took his royal feat

¢ High on a hill, far blazing, as a mount

¢ Rais’d on a mount, with pyramids and tow’rs
¢ From diamonds quarries hewn, and rocks of gold,
¢ The palace of great Lucifer (fo eall
¢t That firufture in the dialett of men
¢ Interpreted)

Homer mentions perfons and things, which he tells
as.in the language of the Gods are called by differ~
ent names from thofe they go by in the language of
men. Milton has imitated him with his nfual judg-
ment in this particular place ; wherein he has like-
wife the authority of Scripture to juftify him. The
part of Abdiel, who was the only f{pirit that in this -
infinite hoft of angels preferved his allegiance to his
Maker, exhibits to us a noble moral of religious
fingularity. The zeal of the {eraphim breaks forth
in a becoming warmth of fentiments and expreffions;
as the charafter which is given us of him, denotes
that generous fcorn and intrepidity which attends
heroic virtue. The author doubtlefs defigned it as a
pattern to thofe who live among mankind in their
prefent ftate of degeneracy and corruption.

“ So
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 So fpake the feraph Abdiel, faithful found

¢ Among the faithlefs, faithful only he;
 Among innumerable falfe, unmov’d,

# Unfhaken, unfeduc’d, unterrify’d ;

‘ His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal :

¢ Nor number, nor example with him wrought

4 Tofwerve from truth, orchange his conftant mind,
¢ Though fingle. From amidft them forth he pafs’d,
“ Long way thro’ hoftile fcorn, which he fuftain’d
“ Superior; nor of violence fear’d aught:

“ And, with retorted {corn, his back he turn’d

¢ Onthofe proud tow’rstofwift deftru&iondoom’d.”

43

Saturday, March 22, 1711-12 *.

———apcat in certaming divos.
VIRG.

He calls embattled deities to arms. .

E are now entering upon the fixth book of

¢ Paradife Loft,” in which the poet de-

{cribes the battle of the angels; having raifed his
reader’s expe&ation, and prepared him for it by
feveral paflages in the preceding books. I omitted
quoting thefe paflages in my obfervations on the former
books ; having purpofely referved them for the open-
ing of this, the fubject of which gave occafion to
them. The author’s imagination was fo inflamed
with this great fcene of adtion, that wherever he
{peaks of it, he rifes, if poflible, above himfelf. Thus,
where he mentions Satan in the beginning of his poem:

Him the almighty Power
5 Hurl’d headlong flaming from th’ ethereal {ky,
# With hideous ruin and combuflion down
# To bottomlefs perdition, there to dwell
* No. 333. F 2 “In
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“ In adamantine chains and penal fire,
"¢ Who durft defy th’ Omnipotent to arms.”

We have likewife feveral noble hints of it in the

infernal conference.

O prince! O chief of many throned powers,
¢ That led th’ embattled feraphim to war;

- ¢ Too well I {ee, and rue the dire event

¢ That with fad overthrow and foul defeat
¢ Hath loft us heav’n, and all this mighty hoft
¢ In horrible deftruétion laid thus low.

. “ But fee! the angry victor has recall’d

¢ His minifters of vengeance and purfuit

¢ Back to the gates of heav’n. The fulpherous hail
¢ Shot after us in ftorm, o’erblown, hath laid

¢ The fiery furge, that from the precipice

¢ Of heav'n receiv’d us falling : and the thunder,
¢ Wing’d with red lightning: and impetuous rage,
¢ Perhaps has {pent his fhafts, and ceafes ‘now

¢ To bellow through the vaft and boundlefs deep.”

There are feveral other very fublime images on the

fame fubjed in the firft book ; as alfo in the fecond.

¢ What ! when we fled amain, purfued and ftruck
¢ With heav’n’s afli¢ting thunder, and befought
“ The deep to fhelter us; this hell t_hen feem’d -

“ A refuge from thofe wounds—

In thort, the poet never mentions any thing of this

battle, but in fuch images of greatnefs and terror as
are fuitable to the fubject. Among feveral others, 1
cannot forbear quoting that paflage, where the Power

in

who is defcribed as prefiding over the chaos, fpeaks

the third boolk.

¢ Thus Satan; and him thus the Anarch old,
“ With falt’ring fpeech and vifage incompos’d,
¢ Anfwer'd: I know thee, ftranger, who thou art;
 That

“

— e e
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* That mighty leading angel who of late

$¢ Madehead againft heaven’s King, tho’ overthrown,
“ T faw and heard; for fuch a num’rous hoft

¢ Fled not in filence through the frighted deep,

¢ With roin nupon rain, rout on rout, -

¢ Confufion worle confounded; and heaven’s gates
¢ Pour’d out by millions her victorions bands

¢ Purfuing———"

It required great pregnancy of invention and
ftrength of imagination, to fill this battle with fuch
circumftances as fhould raife and aftonifh the mind
of the reader; and at the fame time an exalnels of
judgment, to avoid every thing that might appear
light or trivial. Thofe who look into Homer, are
furprifed to find his battles ftill rifing one above a-
nother, and improving in horror to the conclufion
of the Iliad. Milton’s fight of angels is wrought up
with the fame beauty. It is ufhered in with fuch
figns of wrath as are fuitable to Omnipotence incenf-
ed. The firft engagement js carried on under a cope
of fire, occafioned by the flights of innumerable burn-
ing darts and arrows which are difcharged from
either hoft. The fecond onfet is f1ill more terrible,
as it is filled with thofe artificial thunders, which
feem to make the viftory doubtful, and produce a
"kind of confternation even in the good angels. This
is followed by the tearing up of mountains and pro-
montories ; till in the laft place Mefiiah comes forth
in the fulnefs of majefly and terror. The pomp of
his appearance, amidft the roarings of his. thunders,
the flathes of his lightnings, and the noife of his
chariot-wheels, is defcribed with the utmoft ﬂights
of human 1mag1natlon

There is nothing in the firft and laft day’s engage-
ment which does not appear natural, and agreeable
enough to the ideas moft readers would conceive of
a fight between two armies of angels.

The fecond day’s engagement 1s apt to flartle an
imagination which has not been raifed and quahﬁfed

or
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for fuch a defeription, by the reading of the ancient
poets, and of Homer in particular. It was certainly
a very bold thought in our author, to aferibe the
firfk ufe of artillery to the rebel angels. But as fuch
2 pernicious invention may be well fuppofed to have
proceeded from fuch authors ; fo it enters very pro-
petly into the thoughts of that being who is all
along defcribed as alpiring to the majefty of his
Maker. Such engines were the only inftruments he
counld have made ufe of to imitate thofe thunders,
that in all poetry, both facred and profane, are re-
prefented as the arms of the Almighty. The tearing
up the hills was not altogether fo daring 2 thought
as the former. We are in fome meafure prepared
for fuch an incident by the defeription of the giant’s
war, which we meet with among the ancient poets.
What ftill made this circumftance the more proper
for the poet’s ufe, is the opinion of many learned
men, that the fable of the giant’s war, which makes
{o great a noife in a.nt;qulty, and gave birth to the
fublimeft defcription in Hefiod’s works, was an al-
Iegory founded upon this very tradition of a fight
between the good and bad angels.

It may perhaps be worth while to confider with
what judgment Milton in this narration has avoided
every thing that is mean and trivial in the deferip-
tions of the Latin and Greek poets, and at the
fame time improved every great hint which he met
with in their works upon this fubje®. Homer, in
that paffage which Longinus has celebrated for its
fublimenefs, and which Virgil and Ovid have copied

_after him, tells us that the giants threw Offa upon
Olympus, and Pelion upon Offa. He adds an epithet
to Pelion (ivesiguaner), which very much fwells the
idea, by bringing up to the reader’s imagination all
the woods that grew upon it. There is further a
greater beauty in his fingling ont by names thefe
three remarkable mountains fo well known to the
Greeks. This laft is fuch a beauty, as the fcene of
Milton’s war could not poffibly furnifh him with.
Claudian,
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Claudian, in his fragment upon the giant’s war, has
given full fcope to that wildnefs of imagination
which was natural to him. He tells us that the
giants tore up whole iflands by the roots, and threw
them at the Gods. He deferibes one of them in par-
ticular taking up Lemnos in his arms, and whirling
it to the ikies, with all Vulcan’s thop in the midft
of it. Another tears up Mount Ida, with the river
Enipeus, which ran down the fides of it; but the
poet, not content to deferibe him with this moeuntain
upon his fhoulders, tells us that the river flowed
down his back as he held it up in that pofture. It
is vifible to every judicious reader, that fuch ideas
favour more of the burlefque than of the fublime.
They proceed from a wantonnefs of imagination, and
rather divert the mind than aftonith it. Milton has
taken every thing that is fublime in thefe feveral paf-
fages, and compoles out of them the following great
image. .

« From their foundatiens loos’ning to and fro,

¢ They pluck’d the feated hills, with all their load,
¢ Rocks, waters, woods, and by the thaggy tops
¢« Uplifting, bore them in their hands,”

We have the full majefty of Homer in this fhort
defcription, improved by the imagination of Claudian,
without its puerilities.

I need not point out the defeription of the fallen
angels feeing the promontories hanging over their
heads in fuch a dreadful manner, with the other num-
berlefs beauties in this book, whichjare fo confpicu-
ous that they cannot efcape the notice of the moft or-
dinary reader.

There are indeed fo many wonderful ftrokes of
poetry in this book, and fuch a variety of fublime
ideas, that it would have been impoflible to have
given them a place within the bounds of this Paper.
Befides that I find it in a great meafure done to my
hand at the end of my Lord Rofcommon’s Effay on

Tranflated
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* Tranflated Poetry. I fhall refer my reader thither

for fome of the mafter-ftrokes of the fixth book of
Paradife Loft, though at the fame time there are many
others which that noble author has not taken notice of.

Milton, notwithftanding the fublime genius he was
mafter of, has in this book drawn to his affiftance all
the helps he could meet with among the ancient poets.
The fword of Michael, which makes fo great a ha-
vock among the bad angels, was given him, we are
told, out of the armoury of God.

R — But the fword

¢ Of Michael from the armoury of God .

¢« Was giv'n him, temper’d fo that neither keen
¢ Nor folid might refift that edge : it met

¢ The fword of Satan, with fleep force to fmite
¢ Defcending, and in half-cut theer——7

This paffage 1s a copy of that in Virgil, wherein'
the poet tells, that the fword of Aineas, which was
given him by a deity, broke into pieces the fword of
Turnus; which came from a mortal forge. Al the
moral in this place is divine; {o by the way we may
obferve that the beftowing on a man who is favour-
ed by heaven fuch an allegorical weapon, is very con-
formable to the old eaftern way of thinking. Not
only Homer hzs made ufe of it; but we find the Jew-
ith hero in the book of Maccabees, who had fought
the battles of the chofend people with fo much glory
and fuccefs, receiving in his dream a fword from the
hand of the prophet Jeremiah. The following paf-
fage, wherein Satan is deferibed as wounded by the
fword of Michael, is in imitation of Homer. %

“ The girding fword with difcontinuous wound

¢ Pafs’d thro’ him ; but th’ ethereal fubftance clos’d,

¢ Not long divifible ; and from the gath

“ A ftream of neétarous humour iffuing flow’d

% Sanguine (fuch as celeftial fpirits may bleed),

¢ And all his armour ftain’d——"
: Homer
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Homer tells us'in“the fame manner, that upon
Diomedes wouiiding' the' Gods, there flowed from
the wound an u:hor, or pure “kind ‘ of “blood, which
was‘notibred from mortal viands ; and- that ‘though
the-pain' was exquifitely great, the wound foon clof-
ed up and healed in thofe bamgs whc are vefted with
Fmmortality.’

I queftion not but Milton, in his de{'crlptxon of his
ﬁli’mus Moloch flying from the batﬂe, 4nd bellow-
Mg “with the wound he had received, had his eye on.

ars'in the Tliad’; who, upon ‘his bf:mg wounded,
i/ reprefented @s retiring out of the fight, and maL-
ing an' outery Im!der than that of 'a ‘whole army
when it begins the charge Homer' adds, that ‘the
Gteeks and Trojans, who were' enga%éd in a general
battle, were terrified on each fidé'with ‘the bellowing
of this wounded deity. The reader “Wwill eafily ob-
ferve haw Milton has kept all “the horror of this
.ui!zgﬁ, wn:hont runmng into the' nd:cule of it:
nsy ---l-—-“fhere the might of Gﬁbnel féught,
¢ & And with fierce enfigns pierc’& the deep array
- 'f!' OFf Moloch, furious king ! 'who him 'defy’d,

1% And at hls ‘chariot wheels to drag him bound

‘4 Threaten'd ; nm' from the Holy One of heav’n

¢ Refrain’d his tongue blafphemous = butanon,

& Down cloven to the waift, with fhatter’d arms

a8l And uncouth‘ jﬁm fled bellowing —— i

Mrltun has hkewdh' mlfeﬂ his defcnptwn in this
book' with many nnage's taken out of the poetical
prtts &f Seripture. The Mefliali’s chariot, as I have
‘before takennotice, is formed npon a vifion of Ezekiel,
who, 'as Grotins obfetve.,, “has veiy tauch in him of
Homer's {pirit in the poetical parts of his pm*)hefy '

The followmg lmes,, ‘in that glo:'mm commillion
'“which 1s given the Meflish to extirpate ‘the hoft of
rebel angels, 1s drawn fmm a fnbllm‘, pau'u:e in the
phitsis ¢ 159, Bar | 5
¥ VDL H1— G S(1'031 “ Ge
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- * Go then, thou mightieft in thy Father’s mghft
“ Afcend my, chariot, guide the rapid wheels,; i/
% That ﬂm.kahcnﬁnfs bafis; bring farth all mywar,
My bow, my thuader, my almighty arms .
« Gird on. t,hg‘;z qurd on. thy' puxffa;}t sh;gh,m-e« s
31 Mo
The reader wﬁ] alfo difcover many ozher Rﬁakeﬁ
of the fame nature. |
~ There 1s.n0 qp@ﬂmn but Mﬂton had heateci hw
magmatwn, with tle fight of the Gods in Homer,
before he ente;rﬁﬁ into, this engagement of theangels:
Homer there gives: us a fcene; of men; beroes and
Gods, mixed together in battle, Mars animates the
contending armics,, and lifts up his voice in fueh. a
manner, that; it ds ‘heard diftinétly. amidft all the
ﬂmut.s a.nd oonﬁ;ﬁcn of the ﬁght. ]ap:tﬂr vakd t:he’
tune rmfe.s fuch a tempeft, t}'at tbe whal& ﬁzld oﬁ
battle and all, ]:,hes tops of the mountains thake abeut,
them. The poet tells us, ‘that Pluto himfelf, whofe
habitation was in the very center of the ea.tth,. was
fo affrighted .at. the fhock, that he leapt from his
throne. Homer afterwards; defcribes Vulean as pour-
ing down a florm of fire npon the river Xanthus, and
Minerva as throwing a rock. at Mars,| Who, hﬁr te]ls
us, covered feven acres in his, fal@.. g =
As Homer has mtrodm:ed into his. battle uf the
gﬁfis every thing that is great.and Iee—m'r];le in ndature,
Milton has filled his fight of-good and bad angels
with all the like circumfitances of horror. The fliout
of armies, the rattling of: hm:.en chariots, the, hur-:
ling of rocks and mountains, ‘the . sarthquakﬁ, “the,
fire, the thunder, are all of them employed to-lift.
up ‘the reader’s imagination, and give him o) fuitable,
idea of fo great an a&loﬁ.mt%th “what art: has  the
poetreprefen ented the whole bodyef: the earth trEm-
bling, even be.ﬁote 1t was-crqategi? s b dotiw™

s

« ATl heav n refoundeu and haﬂ earth bcen trhena
¢ Al earth had to its’centre fhook <y 0

In
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fixth book; like a troubled ocean, reprefents greatm{,
in confufion: the feventh affeéts the Jmagmatlon like
the ocean in a calm, and fiils the mind of the reader,

without pmdncmg init! any tbmg lilee ‘tumult or
agitation.:

1 'The crtic above mc.ntumed, amon g the rules which
he lays down for fucceeding 'in thie fublime way of
writing, propofes to his:reader that he fhould 1mi-
tate the moft celebrated authors who have gone be-
foreihim, and ‘have been engaged in werks'of the
fame naturey: as in particular, that if he writes on
poetical fubje&s; hie fhould confider how Homer
would have fpoken on fuch'an: oceafion. By this
means one great genius often catches the flanie from
another, and writes in his fpirit, without copying
fervilely after him. There are a thoufand thining
paffages:in Vn’g:l, whzg:h ‘have becn llght&d up by
Homer:» v1:

Milton; though his own natural ftrength uf genius
was cdpables of furnifhing out-a perfec work, has
doubtlefs very much raifed and ennobled his concep-
tions by fuch: an ! imitation as that which I.ongmus
has recommended. '

In this book, which gwes ‘us an account of 'lhe fix
days works, the poet received but very few affiftatices
from heathen writers, who are flrangers to the wor-
ders of creation. Buttas there are many glorious
ftrokes of poetry upon this fubje& in Holy Writ, the
author has numberlefs allufions to them through the
whole courfe of this beok. The great ‘eritic I have
before mentioned; though an heathen, has taken no-
tice of the fublime #manner in which the lawgiver of
the Jews has defcribed the creation in the firit chap-
ter of Genefis ; and there are many other paflages in
{eripture which rife up to the fame majefty, where
this fubjeét is touched upon.  Milton has {hewn his
judgment very remarkably in making ufe of fuch of
ihele as were proper for his poem, and in duly qua-

- lifying thofe flrains of Raftern poetry which were

fnited
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fuited to readers whofe imaginations 'weré, fet to an
‘higher. pitch: than thofe of colder climates. i\

1 Adani’s {peech to the angel, wherein he deﬁms,
account of what hadpafled within the regions of na-
tare before the creation, is very great and dolemn.
The fotlowing lines; - in which he tells fiim that the
day is nat toofar fpent forthim to enter upan fucha
fubje&, are: exqmﬁte i, thur‘ k:m¢ fogpote o 3

e o S () Jl L
"‘Mﬁhegeatlrghtoiﬁywkdnﬁtorﬂn :

* Much of his race, t:hnngh:ﬁeep, fufpenfeinheav’n

¢ Held by thy voice; thy potent voice he iwa:zs,
¢4 And longer wﬂld&lay to hear: thee tﬁl‘l \

L *‘: Humm’ '. i y. J y - l'll- R

ke rangels imenura.gmg onr )y param 4 mo-
deft purfuit after knowledge, with the caufes which
he aﬁlgns for the creation of the world, are very juft
and beautiful. The Mefliai by viha;u.,wé,wnrm told
in feripture; the heavens were made, goes forthin the
power of his Father, ‘furrounded with an hoeft!of an-
gelsy and dothed with fuch 'a majefty as bécomes his
entering upon a work which according:to our con-
eéptions appears the utmeftiexertion -of Omnipotence.
What a beautiful defcription. has our auther raifed
upon that-hint in one of the prophets ! And: behold
there lcame . four: chariots sout from *between two
mountaihs, and the. mmmt:mm were’ muntams 1of
'hrﬂfﬂ IO i3 - Ovf BRI .'\‘.l,.‘_ cuit

s Ahmxt hxs Bharmt nmb:riefs were pmxt’d,

¢ Cherub and ‘Seraph, potentates and thrones; - -

o % And virtues, mmgﬁd fpirits, and chariots wmg’d
. From the armoury of God, where ftand. of old
% Myriads between two brazen meuntains Elndg’d
“ Againfl a folemin da.y:, ‘harnefs’d at hand ;
+ .Geleftial equipage | iand now came forth
- ‘Spentaneous, for within them Spiritliv’d, -
. ¢ Attendant on the Jiord : Heav'n open’d wide
Y ¢« Her
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“ Her ever-dnring gates ; harmomm found* '
il Qn\go&dm hmges m;mng TG
[ ¢ |‘ ’ ks 0

I jlm bbfom staken: notice of thefe .cImnots of
Go_d_— and of thefe gates of Heaven; and: {hall here
only d@, that Homer gives us the famelideal of . she
latter, as.opening of themfélves ; though he after-
wards takes off from it, by telling us, that the hours
firft of all removed thefe prodigious heaps of clouds
which lay as.a batrier before them.!

I do notkknow any: thing in the whole poem more
fublime than the defcription’ which follows, where
the; Mefligh is reprefented at the head of> his angels,
as. loek;ug dewn inte the chaos, calming its confufion,
riding into the midit of ity and dmwmg the. ﬁtﬁ. out-
hne of tha ereation, -

% Onheaw’nly grolmd thgyﬂzood andfrom theﬂmrc
¢ They view'd the vaft immeafurable abyfs
4 Qutrageous as' a feay) dark, wafleful, wild,
¢ Upi from the bottom: turn’d by furious winds
“ And furging waves, as monntains to aflault
o4 Hearen?sheight and with the centre mix the pole:
.4 Silence lyetroubled waves, and thou deep, peace!
bsdd, then th' omnific Word; your difcord end:
--“ Nor flaid, but on the wings of Cherubim
¢ Up-lifted, in paternal glory rode
i *% Far into chaos, and the world unborny
“ For Chaos heard his voice. Him all his train
“ Follow’d in bright proceflion, to behold
¢+Creation, and the wonders of his might. :
“Then ftay’d the fervid wheels, and in his hand
. ¢ He ook the golden compafles, prepar’d
_#4In God’s eternal ftore to circumfcribe’
¢ This umverfe, and all created things :
. One foot he center’d, and the other turn’d |
¢ Round through the vaft profundity obfcure,
<t And faid, Thus far extend, thusfar thy bounds ;
i* This be thy jufl- circumference, O world !*? >

The
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The thought of the golden compaffes is conceived
altogether in Homer’s {pirit;vand is a very noble in-
cident in this wonderful defcription. Homer, when
he {peaks lof the Gods, aferibes: toithem! féveral arms
and inftruménts with the fame greatnefs of imagina-
tion. - Let the reader only perufe ithe delcription of
Miserva's Algis, or buckler,/in the fifth book, with'
her fpear: which ‘would ‘overturn whole ﬁiuadr@ns,
and her helmet 'that was fufficient to cover an’army
drawn out of an hundred cities;» The‘golden ¢om-
paffes in the ‘above-mentioned paﬁa e appear a ‘very
natural inftrument in the hand of him whom- Blato
fomewhere calls the divine geometrician. As ‘poetry’
delights in. clothing abftraéted ideas in- allegones—
and fenfible i images, we find' @ magnificent deferip-:
tion of the creation formed after the fame manner in!
one of the prophets, wherein he deferibes ghe Al-
mighty Archite@t as meafitring -the waters i1 the
hollow of his hand, metting'out the heavens with his
fpan, comprehending the:duft of the earth in'a'mea-
fure, weighing the mountains in: feales, ard thehills
in a balance. . Another of them . deferibing ‘the Su-
preme; Being in this great work  of creation; repre-
fents him as laying the foundations 'of the earth, and
ftretching a line upon it:/and inanother place: as‘gar-
nithing ‘the heavens, ftretching out the north ‘over
the empty place, and: hanging the earth npon’ no-
thing. This laft noble thought Mllton has ex"iﬁ'eﬁ'ed
in the fo]luwmg veérfenione 4

{3 And mth felf bal:mc’d on hi:r centre: haﬁF i

The bcazmes of de{cnpuon in tlus book lie fo very
thick, that it is impoffible to enumerate them' in this
Paper. The poet has employed:on them the Wwhole
cRergy, of our tongue. ' The feveral great feends of
the creation: rife up to) viewsone!after afiothier, in
fich a mander that the reader feems' prefent 'at e
wonderful work, and to aflift'amiong the 'choirs of

angels,
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angels, who are the fpetators of it. How glorious
is the conclufion of the firft day !

¢ ———Thus was the firft day ev’n and mors:
¢« Nor paft uncelebrated, nor unfung

¢ By the celeftial choirs, when orient light

¢ Exhaling firft from darknefs they beheld ;

¢ Birth-day of Heav'nand Earth ! withjoyand thout
¢ The hollow univerfal orb they fill’d.”

We have the fame elevation of thought in the
third day, when the mountains wete brought forth,
and the deep was made.

¢ Immediately the mountains huge appear

¢ Emergent, and their broad bare backs up-leave
¢ Into the clouds ; their tops afeend the fky :

¢ So high as heav'd the tumid hills, fo low

¢ Down funk a hollow bottom broad and deep,

¢ Capacious bed of waters 2

We have alfo the rifing of the whole vegetable
world deferibed in this day’s work, which is filled
with all the graces that other poets have lavithed on
their defeription of the fpring, and leads the reader’s
imagination into a theatre equally furprifing and
beautiful:

The feveral glories of the heavens make their ap-
pearance on the fourth day.

*¢ Firft in his eaft the glorions lamp was feen,

‘“ Regent of day, and all th’ herizon round

¢¢ Invefted with bright rays, jecund to run

“ His longitude thro’ heaven’s high road; the gray

¢ Dawn, and the Pleiades before him danc’d,

“ Shedding fweet influence. Lefs bright the Moon,

‘¢ But oppofite in level’d welt was fet,

“ His mirrour, with full face borrowing her light

‘¢ From him ; for other lights the needed none

¢ In that afpe&, and ftill that diftance keeps
Vouz, III. H #UT )
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¢ Till night; then in the eaft her turn fhe fhines,
¢ Revolv’d on heaven’s great axle, and her reign
¢ With thoufand lefler lights dividual holds,

¢ With thounfand thoufand ﬂ:ars, that: then appear’d
¢ Spangling the hemifphere

One would wonder how the poet could be fo con-
cife in his defeription of the fix days works, as to
comprehend them within the bounds of an epifode,
and at the fame time fo particular, as to give us 2
lively idea of thiem. This is ftill more remarkable
in his account of the fifth and fixth days, in which
he has drawn out to our view the whole animal’
creation, from the reptile to the behemoth. As the
lion and the leviathan are two of the nobleft produc-
tions in the world of living creatures, the reader will
find a moft exquifite {pirit of poetry in the account
which our author gives us of them, The fixth day
concludes with the formation of man, upen which
the angel takes occafion, as he did after the battle in
heaven, to remind Adam of his obedience, which
was the principal defiga -of this vifit.

The poet afterwards reprefents the Mefliah return-
ing into heaven, and taking a furvey of his great
work. There is fomething inexpreflibly fublime in
this part of the poem, where the author defcribes
the great period of time, filled with fo many glori-
ous circumftances; when the heavens and earth were
finithed : when the Mefliah afcended up in triumph
through the everlafting gates; when he looked down
with pleafure upon his new creation; when every
part of nature feemed to rejoice in its exiftence;
when the morning ftars fang together, and all the
fons of God fhouted for joy.

¢t 8o ev’n and morn accomplith’d the fixth day :
¢« Yet not till the Creator, from his work

¢ Defifting, though unwearied, up return’d,

¢ Up to the heaven of heavens, his high abode ;
¢ Thence to behold this new-created world,

it Th‘?
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 Th’ addition of his empire, how it fhew’d

‘“ In profpect from his throne, how good, how fair,
“ Anfwering his great idea. Up he rode,

¢ Follow’d with acclamation and the found

“ Symphonious of ten thoufand harps, that tun’d
“ Angelic harmonies ; the earth, the air

¢ Refounded (thou remembar’ﬂ for thou heard’ﬂ:)
¢ The heavens and all the confhellations rung;

¢ The planets in their ftation lift’ning ftood ;

“ While the bright pomp afcended jubilant.

“ Open, ye everlafting gates, they fung;

“ Open, ye heavens, your living doors; let in

* The. great Creator from his work return’d

¢ Magnificent, his fix days work, a world!”

T cannot conclude this book upon the creation,
without mentioning a poem which has lately appear-
ed under that title. The work was undertaken with
fo good an intention, and is executed with fo great a
maftery, that it deferves to be looked upon as one
of the moft ufeful and noble produétions in our En-
glifh verfe. The reader cannot but be pleafed to find
the depths of philofophy enlivened with all the charms
of poetry, and to fee fo great a ftrength of reafon,
amidft fo beautiful a redundancy of the imagination.
The author has fhewn us that defign in all the works
of nature, which neceffarily leads us to the know-
ledge of its firft caufe. In fhort, he has illuftrated,
by numberlefs and inconteftible inftances, that divine
wifdom which the fon of Sirach has fo nobly afcrib-
ed to the Supreme Being in his formation of the
world, when he tells us, that *° he created her, and
¢ faw her, and numbered her, and poured her out
 upon all his works.”

H2
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ful imaginations of his own, that nothing can be con«
ceived more juft and natural than this whole epifode.
As our author knew this {ubjett could not but be
agreeable to his reader, he would not throw it into
the relation of the fix days work, but referved it for
a diftinét epifode, that he might have an opportunity
of expatiating upon it more at large. Before I enter
on this part of the poem, I cannot but take notice of
two thining paffages in the dialogue between Adam
and the angel. The firft is that wherein our an-
ceftor gives an account of the pleafure he took in
converfing with him, which contains a very noble
moral.

¢ For while I fit with thee, I {feem in heaven,

¢ And fweeter thy difcourfe is to my ear

¢¢ Than fruits of palm-trees (pleafanteft to thirit
¢ And hunger both, from labour) at the hour

¢ Of fweet repaft; they fatiate, and foon fill,

=¢ Tho’ pleafant; but thy words, with grace divine
¢ Imbued, bring to their fweetnefs no fatiety.”

The other I fhall mention, is that in which the
angel gives a reafon why he fhould be glad to heat_
the ftory Adam was about to relate.

¢ For I that day was abfent as befel,

¢ Bound on a voyage uncouth and obfcure,

“ Far on excurfion towards the gates of hell,

¢ Squar'd in full legion (fuch command we had)
¢ To fee that none thence iffued forth a fpy,

“ Or enemy, while God was in, his work,

¢ Left he, incens’d at fuch eruption bold,

¢ Deftruétion with creation might have mix'd”

There is no queftion but our poet drew the image
in what follows, from that in Virgil’s fixth book,
where Aneas and’ the Sibyl ftand before the ada-
mantine gates, which are there defcribed as {hut upon
the place of torments, and liften to the groans, the

clank
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¢lank of chains, and the noife of iron whips that were
heard in thofe regions of pain and forrow.

& Faft we found, faft thut

¢ The difmal gates, and barricado’d ftrong;

¢ But long e’er our approaching heard within

¢ Noife other than the found of dance or fong;—
¢ Torment, and loud lament, and furious rage.”

-Adam then proceeds to give an account of his
cmuhtmn and fentiments immediately after his cre-
ation. How agreeably does he reprefent the pofture
in which he found himfelf, the delightful landfkip
that furrounded him, and the gladnefs of heart which
grew up in him on that occafion!

& As new walk’d from foundeft {leep,

‘¢ Soft on the flow’ry herb I found me laid

¢ In balmy fweat, which with his beams the fun

¢ Soon dry’d, and on the recking moifture fed.

¢ Straight toward heaven my wond’ring eyes I
13 tm’d’

¢ And gaz’d a while the ample fky, till rais’d

% By qguick inftin&ive motion up I fprung,

¢ As thitherward endeavouring, and upright

¢ Stood on my feet. About me round I faw

¢ Hill, dale, and fhady woods, and funny plains,

¢ And liquid lapfe of murmuring ftreams ; by thefe,

¢ Creaturesthatliv’dand mov’d, and Walk d, orflew,

¢ Birds on the branches Warb].mg, all things fmil’d

¢« With fragrance, and with joy my heart o’erflow’d.

Adam is afterwards defcribed as furprifed at his
own exiftence, and taking a furvey of himfelf, and
of all the works of nature. He likewile is repre-
fented as d].fcovermg by the light of reafon, that he
and every thing about him muft have been the effe&t
of fome Being infinitely good and powerful, and that
this Being had a right to his worthip and adoration.
His firft addrefs to the fun, and to thofe parts of the

creation
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' Adam, in'the next place, defcribes a conférence
which he held with his: Maker upon the {ubje of
{folitude.  The poet here reprefents the Supreme Be-
ing as making 'of his: own work, and putting to
the trial that reafoning faculty with which he had
endued his creature. Adam urges, in this divine col-
loquy, the impoflibility of his being happy, though
he was tlie inhabitant of Paradife, and lord of the
whole creation, without the converfation and fociety
of fome rational creature, who fhould partake thofe
bleflings with him. This dialogue, which is fupport-
ed chielly by the beauty of the thoughts, without
other poetical ornaments, is as fine a'part as any in
the whole poem.' The more the reader examines the
jultnefs and delicacy of its fentiments,-the more he
will find himfelf pleafed with it. " The paet has won-
derfully preferved the charatter of majefty and con-
defcenfion in the Creator, and at the fame time that
of huIn]llt’y and adoration in the. creatm-e, as parti-
cularly in the following. lmes

“ Thus I prefumptuous ; and the vlﬁon bright,

< Asulthafmllemorehrighten'd thus reply’d, &c.

I with leave of {peech implor'd,

“ And humble deprecation thus reply’d:

¢ Let not my words offend thee, heavenly Power ;
“ My Maker, be prppltmus Wwhile I {peak, &:c »

Adam then proceeds to give an account of his* fe-
cond fleep, and of the dream in which he beheld ‘the
formation of Eve. , The new paflion that was awak-
ened in him at the fight of her, is touched very finely.

“ Under his forming hands a creature. grew,
¢ Manlike, but diff’rent fex: fo lovely fair,
¢ That what feem’d fairinall the world, feem’d now
¢ Mean, or in her fumm’d up, in her contain’d,
¢ And in her looks, which from that time infus’d
¢ Sweetnefs into my heart, unfelt before:
“ And into all things from her air infpir’d
¢ The fpirit of love, and amorons delight.”?

Vor. III. 1 Adam’s
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Adam’s diftrefs upon lofing fight of this bedutiful
phantom, with his exclamations of joy and gratitude
at the difcovery of a real creature who refembled the
apparition which bad been prefented to him in his
dream; the approaches he makes to her; and his
manner of courtfhip ; are all laid together in a moft
exquifite propriety of fentiment.

Though this part of the poem is worked up with
great warmth and fpirit, thelove which is deferibed
in it is every way-fuitable tora flate of innocence.
If the reader compares the defeription avhich  Adam
here igives of his/leading Eve to ‘the nuptial bower,
with that which My:: Dryden has made on the fame
odeation in a feene of his “ Falliof Man,” he will be
fenfible of the. greaticare which Milton took toaveid
all thoughts endo delicate 'a {fubject that might be
offenfive to Ireligion: ot' good manners. The fenti-
ments are chafle, fbut fot cold; and convey to the
mind 1deas ofithe moit :tranfportingrpsiﬁon‘, and of
the greateft purity. What'anoble mixture of rap-
ture and innocence has the anthor joined together,
in the refleftion which Adam makes on the pleafu.re;
of Tove, campared 1o thofe of fenfe !

-« Thus have I told thee all my ftate, and brought
# My ftory to the fum of earthly blifs
& “Which 1 enjoy; and muft confefs to find
~+#In all things elfe delight indeed, but fuch
- % As, us’d or not, ‘works in the: mind no change
- #/Nor vehement &eﬁre thefe declicacies,
44 mean of tafle; Tﬁghr., {mell, herbs, fruits am:l
¢ flowers, ;
 Watks, and the melody of birds: but here,
* Far otherwife, tranfported I behold, '
. 4 Tranfported touch; here paflion firft T felt,
“ Commotion flrange ! in all enjoyments elfe
- ¢ Buperior and unmov'd; here only weak'
“ Againft the charm of beautly’s ‘pow’rful glance.
£ Or ‘nature fail’d in me, and leéft fome part
“ Not proof enough fuch objeé to fuftain; o
5 U
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The reader may find an abridgment of the whole
; ftory as colleted out of the ancient hiftorians, and as
it was received: among the Romaus, in Dionyitus
Halicarnaflus.
Since none of the critics have conﬁdered Virgil’s
fable with relation to this hiftory of Mlneas ; it may
. not perhaps be amifs to examine it in this light, fo
far as regards my prefent purpofe. Whoever looks
into the abridgment above mentioned, will find that
the charater of Eneas is filled with piety to the
Gods, and a fuperftitions obfervation of prodigies,
oracles, and predi&tions. Virgil has not only pre-
ferved this charaéter in the perfon of neas; but has
given a place in his poem to thofe particular pro<
phecies which he found recorded of him in hiltory
and tradition.  The poet tock the matters of fa&t as
they came down to him, and circumftanced them
after his own manner, to make them appearthe more
natural, agreeable, or furprifing. I believe very many
readers have been thocked at that ludicrous prophe-
- cy which one of the Harpies pronounces to the Tro-
jans in the third boolk, namely, that before they had
built their intended city, they fhould be reduced by
hunger' to eat their very tables. But when they
hear that this was one of the circumftances that had
been tranfmitted to the Romans in the hiftory of
ZEneas, they well think the poet did very well in
taking notice of it. ' The hiftorian above mentioned
acquaints us, a prophetefs had foretold Zneas that
he fhould take his voyage weftward, till his com-
panions fhould eat their tables ; and that according-
1y, upon his landing in Italy, as they were cating
their tlefh upon cakes of bread for want of other con-
veniencies, they afterwards fed on the cakes them-
felves; wpon which one of the compary faid merri-
ly, % We are eating our tables.” = They immediate-
ly, took.'the hint, fays the' hiftorian, and concluded
the: pfophecy to be fulfilled. As Virgil did not
think it proper to omit {o material a patticular in the
}u{tory of Aineas, it may be worth while'to conﬁdeﬁ
wit
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the field ; that he tempted the woman to eat of the
forbidden fruit ; that flie was overcome by this temp-
tation ; and that Adam followed her example. From
thefe few particulars, Milton has formed onc of the
molt entertaining fables that invention ever produced.
He has difpofed of thefe feveral circumftances among
fo many beautiful and natural fiticns of his own,
that hiswhole flory looks only like a comment upen
facred writ, or rather {feems to be a full and com-
plete Felétion of what the other is only an epitome.
I have infifted the longer on this confideration, as 1
Iook upon the difpofition and contrivance of the fable
to be the principal beauty of the ninth book, which
has more ftory in it, and is fuller of incidents than
any other in the whole poem. Satan’s traverfing
the globe, and fill keeping within the fhadow of the
night; as fearing to be difcovered by the angel of the
fun, who had "before detefted him, is one of thefe
beautiful imaginations with which he introduces this
his fecond feries of adventures. Having examined
the dature’ of every creature, and found out one
which was the moft proper for his purpefe, he again
returns to Paradife ; and, to avoid difcovery, finks by
mght with a river that ran under the garden, and
rifes up again through a fountain that iffued from it
by the Tree of Life. The poet, who, as we have
before taken notice, fpeaks as litdle as poflible in his
own perfon, and after the example of Homer, fills
every part of his work with manners and charaéters,
introduces a foliloquy of this infernal agent, who was
thus reftlefs in the deftruétion of man. He is then
deferibed as gliding through the garden under the
refemblance of a mift, in order to find out the crea-
ture in which he deﬁgned to tempt our firft parents.

This defeription has fomething in it very poetical
and furprifing.

‘ So faying, through each thicket dank or dry,

“ Like a black mift low creeping, he led on

“ His midnight fearch, where fooneft he might find
‘e 'I‘he
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¢ The ferpent: him faft fleeping foon he found

¢ In labyrinth of many a round felf-roll’d ; :
¢ His head the midil, well fior’d with fubtle mles."

The author afterwards gives us a defcrlpuon of
the mmmng, which is wonderfully fuitable to @ di-
vine poeniyand peculiar to that firft feafon ‘of nature.

He reprefents the earth, befofe it was cucfl; as.a =

great aIta.r, breathing (out: its incenfe fromall parts,
and fending up a pleafant favonr to the noftrils of its
Creator ; to which he adds a noble idea of Adamand
Eve, as offering their morning worfhip, and filling up
theuniverfal confort of praife and adoration:

¢ Now when a facred light began to dawn

¢ In Eden on the humid flowers, that breathed

¢ Their «morning incenfe, when all things that
¢ breathe

« From th’, Earth’s great alear fend up filent praife

¢ To the Creator, and his noftrils fill

¢ With grateful fmell; forth came the human pair, '

“ And join’d their vucal worfhip to the LhOlI' :
¢« Of creatures wanting voice i _

The difpute which follows between our two fitlt
parents, is reprefented with great art. . It proceedd
from a difference of judgment, not of p_aﬁi_on, and is
managed with reafon, not with heat. It is fuch a
difpute as we may fuppofe might have happened in
Paradife, had man continned happy and innocent.
There is a great delicacy in the moralities which are
interfperfed in Adam’s difcourfe, and which the moft
ordinary reader cannot but take notice of. That

force of love which the father of mankind fo finely |

deferibes in the eighth book, and which is inferted
in my laft Saturday’s Paper, fhews itfelf here in many
fine inflances : as in thofe fond regards he cafts to-
wards Fve at her parting from him:

¢ Her

e e e e e
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 Her long with ardent look his eye purfu’d,
¢ Delighted ; but defiring more her ftay,

“¢ Oft he to her his charge of quick return

“ Repeated ; fhe to him as oft engag’d

“ To be return’d by noon amid the bow'r.”

In his impatience and amufement during her abfence:

o Adam the while,

¢ Waiting defirous her return, had wove

¢ Of choiceft flow’rs a garland to adorn

¢ Her trefles, and her rural labours crown,

‘ As reapers oft are wont their harveft queen.

¢ Great joy he promis’d to his thoughts, and new
¢ Solace in her return fo long delay’d.”

But particularly in that paflionate fpeech, where,
feeing her irrecoverably loft, he refolves to perith
with her rather than to live without her:

L Some curfed fraud

¢ Of enemy hath beguil’d thee, yet unknown,
¢ And me with thee hath ruin’d ; for with thee
¢ Certain my refolution is to die:

“ How can I live without thee ! how forego

¢ Thy {weet converfe and love fo dearly join’d,
¢ To live again in thefe wild woods forlorn ?

¢ Should God create anothen Eve, and I

‘¢ Another rib afford, yet lofs of thee

¢ Would never from my heart ; no, no! I feel
¢ The link of nature draw me: flefh of flefh,
“ Bone of my bone thou art; and from thy ftate
¢ Mine never fhall be parted, blifs or woe !”

The beginning of this {peech, and the preparation
to it, are animated with the fame {pirit as the con-
clufion, which I have here quoted.

The feveral wiles which are put in praétice by the
tempter, when he found Eve feparated from her
hufband, the many pleafing images of nature which

Vor. III, K are
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are intermixed in this .part of the ftory, with its
gradual and regular progrefs to the fatal catafirophe,
are fo very remarkable, that it would be fuperfluous
to point out their refpeétive beauties.

-1 have avoided mentioning any particular fimili-
tudes in my remarks on this great work, becaufe I
have given a general account of them in my Paper
on the firft book. There is one, however, in this
part of the poem; which I fhall here quote, as it is
not only very beautiful, but the clofeft of’any in the
whole poem ; I mean that where the ferpent 1s de-
feribed as rolling forward in all his pride, animated
by the evil fpirit, and conduéting Eve to her de-
ftru&tion, while Adam was at too great a diftance
from her to give her lus affiftance. Thefe feveral
particulars are all of them: wrought into the follow-

ing fimilitude :

% ———— Hope elevates, and joy

¢ Brightens his creft ; as when a wandering fire,
¢ Compa&t of unétuous vapour, which the night
¢ Condenfes, and the cold environs round,

¢ Kindled through agitation to a flame

¢ (Which oft, they fay, fome evil fpirit attends),
¢ Hovering and blazing with delufive light,

¢ Mifleads'th’ amaz’d night-wanderer from his way
‘¢ T'o bogs and mires, and oft through pond or pool,

¢ There {wallow’d up and loft, from fuccour far.”

The fecrct intoxication of pleafure, with all thofe
tranfient fluthings of guilt and joy, which the poet
reprefents in our firft parents upon their eating the
forbidden fruit, to thofe flaggings of fpirit, damps of
{forrow, and mutual accufations which {ucceed it, are
conceived with a wonderful imagination, and deferib-
ed in very natural fentiments.

When Dido, in the fourth Aneid, yielded to that
fatal temptation which ruined her, Virgil tells us the
earth trembled, the Heavens were filled with flathes
of hghtmng, and the nymphs howled upon the moun-

tain
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tain tops. 'Milton, in the fame poetical {pirit, has
defcribed all nature as difturbed upon Eve’s eating
the forbidden fruit.

“ So faying, her rafh hand in evil hour
¢ Forth reaching to the fruit, the pluck’d, fhe eat :
¢ Farth felt the wound, and Nature from her feat
¢ Sighing, through all her WOHES gavefigns of woe,
“ That all was lot——8w——"

Upon Adam’s faﬂing into the fame guilt, the whole
creation appears a fecond time in convulfions.

¢ He ferupled not to eat,

¢ Againft his better knowledge ; not deceiv’d,

¢« But fondly overcome with fcmale charm.

¢ Earth trembled from her entrails, as again

¢ In pangs, and Nature gave a fecond groan ;

¢ Skylour’d, and, muttering thunder, fome fad drops
‘ Wept at completing of she mortal fin.”

As all nature fuffered by the guilt of our firft pa-
rents, thefe fymptoms of trouble and conflernation
are wonderfully imagined, not only as prodigies, but
as marks of her fymphathifing in the fall of man.

Adam’s converfe with Eve after having eaten the
forbidden fruit, is an exa& copy of that between Ju-
piter and Juno in the fourteenth Iliad, Juno there
approaches Jupiter with the girdle which fhe had re-
ceived from Venus; upon which he tells her, that
fhe appeared more charming and defirable than fhe
had ever done before, even when their loves were at
the higheft. The poet afterwards deferibes them as
repofing on a fummit of Mount Ida, which produced
under them a bed of flowers, the lofus, the crocus, and
the Ayacinth ; and concludes his defcription with their
falling afleep.

Let the reader compare this with the following
paffage in Milton, which begins with Adam’s fpeech
to Eve.

K 2 : “ For
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¢ For never did thy beauty, fince the day
¢ I faw thee firft, and wedded thee, adorn’d
¢ With all perfe@ions, fo inflame my fenfe
¢ With ardour to enjoy thee, fairer now
¢ Than ever, bounty of this virtuous tree.
¢ So faid he, and forbore not glance or toy
¢ Of amorous intent, well underftood
“ Of Eve, whofe eye darted contagious fire.
¢ Her hand he feiz’d, and to= fhady bank,
¢ Thick over-head with verdant roof embower‘d,
¢¢ He led her, nothing loth ; flowers were the couch,
¢ Panfies; and violets, and afphodel,
“ And hyacinth, earth’s frefheft, fofteft lap.
¢ There they their fill of love and love’s difport
¢ Took largely, of their mutual guilt the feal,
“* The folace of their fin, ull dewy fleep
¢ Opprefs’d them——

As no poet feems ever to have ftudied Homer
more, or to have more refembled him in the great-
nefs of genius than Mﬁton, I think I fhould have
given but a very imperfe@t account of its beauties,
if I had not obferved the moft remarkable paflages
which look like parallels in thefe two great authors.
1 might in the courfe of thefe criticifms have taken
notice of many particular lines and expreflions which
are tranflated from the Greek poet; but as I thought
this would have appeared too minute and over-curi-
ous, I have purpofely omitted them. The greater in-
cidents, however, are not only fet off by being thewn
in the fame light with feveral of the fame nature in
Homer, but by that means may be allo guarded
againft the cavils of the taftelefs or ignorant.
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Saturday, April 19, 1712 *.

——Ouis talia fando
Temperet a lachrymis.2

Vireg. ii. 6.
‘Who can relate fuch woes without a tear ?

HE tenth book of Paradife Loft has a greater
variety of perfons in it than any other in the
whole poem. The author, upon the winding up of
his aftion, introduces all thofe who had any concern
in it, and fhews with great beauty the influence which
it had upon each of them. It is like the laft act of
a well-written tragedy, in which all who had part
in it are generally drawn up before the audience, and
reprefented under thofe circumftances in which the
determination of the adtion places them.

I fhall therefore confider this book under four heads,
in relation to the celeftial, the infernal, the humane,
and the imaginary perfons, who have their refpeétive
parts allotted in it.

To begin with the celeftial perfons. The guard-
ian angels of Paradife are defcribed as returning to
heaven upon the fall of man, in order to approve
their vigilance. Their arrival, their manner of re-
ception, with the forrow which appeared in them-
felves, and in thofe fpirits who are faid to rejoice at
the converfion of a finner, are very finely laid to-
gether in the following lines.

« Up into Heav’n from Paradife in hafte

¢ Th’ angelic guards afcended, mute and fad

¢ For man ; for of his ftate by this they knew:

“ Much wond’ring how the fubtile fiend had ftol’n
* No. 357. ¢ Entrance
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¢ Entrance unfeen. Soon as th’ unwelcome news
¢ From earth arriv’d at Heaven gate, difpleas’d
¢ All were who heard : dim fadnefs did not fpare
¢ That time celeftial vifages ; yet mixt

¢ With pity, violated not their blifs.

“ About the new-arriv’d, in multitudes

“ Th’ wthereal people ran, to hear and know

“ How all befel. They tow’rds the throne fupreme .

¢ Accountable made hafte, to make appear,

¢ With righteous plea, their utmoft vigilance,
¢ And eafily approv’d; when the moft high

¢ Tternal Father, from his fecrer cloud

¢ Amidft, in thunder utter’d thus his voice —”

The fame divine perfon, who in the foregoing parts
of this poem interceded for our firft parents before
their fall, otherthrew the rebel angels, and created
the world, is now reprefented as defcending to Para-
dife, and pronouncing fentence upon the three offend-
ers. The cool of the evening being a circumftance
with which Holy Writ introduces this great fcene,
it is poetically: deferibed by our author, who has alfo
kept religioufly to the form of words in which the
three feveral fentences were paffed upon Adam, Eve,
and the ferpent. He has rather chofen to negleét
the numeroufnefls of his verfe, than to deviate from
thofe fpeeches which are recorded on this great oc-
cafion. The guilt and confufion of our firft parents,
ftanding naked before their judge, is touched with
great beauty. Upon the arrival of Sin and Death
mnto the works of the creation, the Almighty is a-
gain introduced as fpeaking to his angels that fur-
rounded him,

¢ See ! with what heat thefe dogs of hell advance,
¢ To wafte and havock yonder world, which I
¢ So fair and good created ;" &ec.

The following paflage is formed upon that glorious
image in Holy Writ, which compares the voice of
an
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an innumerable hoft of angels uttering hallelujahs,
to the voice of mighty thunderings, or of many
waters @

¢« He ended ; and the heav’nly audience lond

¢ Sung hallelujah, as the found of feas,

¢ Through multitude that fung. Juft are thy ways,
¢ Righteous are thy decrees in all thy works ;

% Who can extenuate thee ? —"

Though the author in the whole courfe of his
poem, and particularly in the book we are now ex-
amining, has infinite allufions to places of Scripture,
I have only taken notice in my remarks of fuch as
are of a poetical nature, and which are woven with
great beauty into the body of his fable. Of this kind
1s that paffage in the prefent book, where, deferib-
ing Sin as marching through the works of nature,
he adds,

¥ Behind her Death
¢ Clofe following pace for pace, not mounted yet
¢ On his pale horfe 2

Which alludes to that paffage in Seripture fo won-
derfully poetical, and terrifying to the imagination: '
¢ And I looked; and behold a pale horfe, and his
¢ name that fat on him was Death, and Hell fol-
¢ lowed with him: and power was given unto them
¢ over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with
“ fword, and with hunger, and with ficknefs, and
“ with the beafts of the earth.” Under this firft
head of celeftial perfons we muft likewife take no-
tice of the command which the angels received, to
produce the feveral changes in nature, and fully the
beauty of the creation. Accordingly they are re-
prefented as infeting the ftars and planets with ma-
lignant influences, weakening the light of the fun,
bringing down the winter into the milder regions of
nature, planting winds and ftorms in feveral quar-

ters

-
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ters of the fky, floring the clouds with thunder, and,
in fhort, perverting the whole frame of the univerfe
to the condition of its criminal inhabitants. As this
is a noble incident in the poem, the following lines,
in which we fee the angels heaving up the earth, and
placing it in a different pofture to the fun from what
it had before the fall of man, is conceived with that
fublime imagination which was fo peculiar to this
great author.

¢ Some fay he bid his angels turn afcance

¢ The poles of earth twice ten degrees and more
¢ From the fun’s axle ; they with labour pufh’d
¢ Oblique the centric globe 12

We are in the fecond place to confider the infer-
nal agents under the view which Milton has given
us of them in this book. Itis obferved by thofe who
would fet forth the greatnefs of Virgil’s plan, that
he conduéts his reader through all the parts of the
earth which were difcovered in his time. Afia,
Africa, and Europe, are the feveral fcenes of his
fable. The plan of Milton’s poem is of an infinitely
greater extent, and fills the mind with many more
aftonifhing circumftances. Satan having furrounded
the earth feven times, departs at length from Para-
dife. 'We then fee him fteering his courfe among

the conftellations, and after having traverfed the -

whole creation, purfuing his voyage through the
chaos, and entering into his own infernal dominions.
His firft appearance in the affembly of fallen an-
gels, is worked up with circumftances which give a
. delightful furprife to the reader : but there is no in-
cident in thé whole poem which does this more than
the transfermation of the whole audience, that fol-
lows the account their leader gives them of his ex-
pedition. The gradual change of Satan himfelf is
defcribed after Ovid's manner, and may vie with any
of thofe celebrated transformations which are looked
upon as the moft beautiful parts in that poet’s works.
Milton
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Milton never fails of improving his own hints, and
beftowing the laft finithing touches in every incident
which is admitted into this poem. The unexpeéted
hifs which arifes in this epifode, the dimenfions and
bulk of Satan, fo much fuperior to thofe of the in-
fernal Ipirits who lay under the fame transformation,
with the annual change. which they are fuppofed to
fuffer, are inftances of this kind. The beanty of
the diétion is very remarkable in this whole epifode;
as | have obferved in the fixth part of thefe remarks, is
alfo the great judgment with which it was contrived.
“The parts of Adam and Eve, or the human per-
fons; come next under our confideration. Milton’s
art is no-where more thewn than in his conduéting
the parts of thefe our firft parents. The reprefenta~
tion he gives of them, without falfifying the ftory,
is wonderfully contrived to influence the reader with
pity and compaffion towards them. Though Adam
involves the whole {pecies in mifery, his crime pro-
ceeds from a weaknefls which every man is inclined
to pardon and commiferate, as it feems rather the
frailty of human nature, than of the perfon who of-
fended. Every one is apt to excnfe a fault which he
himfelf might have fallen into. It was the excefs of
love for Eve, that ruined Adam and his pofterity. I
need not add, that the author is juftified in this par-
ticular by many of the fathers, and the moft ortho-
dox writers. Milton has by this means filled a great
part of his poem with that kind of writing which the
French critics call the zender, and which 1s in a par-
ticular manrer engaging to all forts of readers.
Adam and Eve, in the book we are now confider-
ing, are likewile drawn with fuch fentiments as do
not only intereft the reader in their affliCtions, but
raife in him the moft melting paffions of humanity
and commiferation. When Adam fees the feveral
changes of nature produced about him, he appears
in a diforder of mind {uitable to one who had for-
feited both his innocence and his happinef(s: he is
filled with horror, remorfe, defpair,, In the anguifh
Vou. IIL L : of

¥
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of his heart he expoftulates with his Creator for hav« “I
ing given hm:l an unafked exiftence.

“ Did I requeft thee, Maker, from my clay l
* To mould me man? Did I folicit thee

¢ ¥rom darknefs to promote me ? or here place
¢ In this delicious garden? As my will

¢ Concurr'd not to my being, *twere but right
¢ And equal to reduce me to my duft,

“ Defirous to refign, and render back

£f All I receiv’d

He meedmtely after recovers from his prefump-
tion, owns his doom to be juft, and begs that the
death which is threatened him may be inflited on
him.

113

Why delays

¢ His hand to execute what his decree

“ Fix'd on this day ? Why do T overlive?

“ Why am I mock’d with death, and lengthen’d out

“ To deathlefs pain ? how gladly would I meet

¢ Mortality my fentence, and be earth s
¢ Infenfible ! how glad would lay me down, '
¢ As in my mother’s lap ! there fhould T reft

“ And {leep fecure; his dreadful voice no more

“ Would thunder in my ears: no fear of worfe

“ To me and to my offspring would torment me

¢ With cruel expe&atmn 2

|

This whole fpeech is full of the like emotion, and |

varied with all thofe fentiments which we may fup- '

pofe natural to 2 mind fo broken and difturbed. I

muft not omit that generous concern which our firft

father fhews in it for his pofterity, and WhICh is fo
proper to affeét the reader :

iz —Hide me from the face

« Of Ged, whom to behold was then my height

¢ Of happinefs ! yet well, if here would end
! 13 'I‘he
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“ The mifery ; I defervid it, and would bear

“ My own defervings : but this will not ferve;

¢ All that I eat, or drink, or fhall beget,

¢ Is propagated curfe. O voice once heard

¢ Delightfully, Increafe and multiply ;

“ Now death to hear ! ———

& In me all

¢ Pofterity ftands curft ! Fair patrimony, -
¢ That I muft leave ye,fons! O were I able -

“ To wafte it all myfelf, and leave you none !

¢ So difinherited, how: would you blefs

¢ Me now your curfe! Ah!why {houldall mankind
¢ For one man’s fault thus guﬂtlefs be condemn’d,
¢ If guiltlefs? But from me what can proceed

¢ But all corrupt? —

Who can afterwards behold the father of mankind,
extended upon the earth, uttering his midnight com-
plaints, bewailing his exiftence, and wilhing for death,
without {ympathizing with him in his diftrefs?

¢ Thus Adam to himfelf lamented loud

¢ Through the ftill mgh% not now (as e’er man fell)
¢ Wholefome and cool, and mild, but with black air,
‘¢ Accompanied with dzmps and dreadful gloom,
¢ Which to his evil conlecience reprefented :
¢ All things with double terror. On the ground
¢ Qutftretch’d he lay ; on the cold ground! and oft
¢ Curs’d his creation ; Death as oft accus’d

¢ Of tardy execution 3

The part of Eve in this book is no lefs paflionate,
and apt to fway the reader in her favonr. She is re-
prefented with great tendernefs as approaching Adam,
but is fpurned from him with a fpirit of upbraiding
and indignation conformable to the nature of man,
whofe paffions had now gained the dominion. over
him, The following paflage, wherein fhe is defcribed-
as renewing her a.ddzi'eﬂ'es to him, with the whole

fpeech
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fpeech that follows it, have fomething in thcm ex-
quifitely moving and pathetlc

¢ He added not, and from her turn’d : but Eve
¢ Not {o repuls’d, with tears that eeas’d not flowing,
¢ And treffes 2ll diforder’d, at his feet
¢ Fell humble ; and embracing them, befought
‘¢ His peace, and thus proceeded in her plaint :
‘¢ Forfake me not thus, Adam ! Witnefs Heav'n
 What love fincere, and rev’rence in my breaft
¢ I bear thee, and unweeting have offended,
¢ Unhappily deceiv’d! Thy fuppliant,
‘1 beg, and clafp thy knees; bereave me not
“ (Whereon I live!) thy gentle looks, thy aid,
“ Thy counfel in this uttermoft diftrefs,
“ My only firength and ftay ! Forlorn of thee,
“ Whither fhall I betake me, where fubfift?
¢ While yet we live (fcarce one thort hour perhaps)
¢ Between us two let there be peace, &ec.

Adam’s reconcilement to her is worked up in the
fame fpirit of tendernefs. ; Eve afterwards propofes
to her hufband, in the blindnefs of her defpair, that,
to prevent their guilt from'defcending upon pofterity,
they fhould endeavour to live childlefs; or if that
could not be done, they thould feek their own deaths
by violent methods. As thofe fentiments naturally
engage the reader to regard the mother of mankind
with more than ordinary commiferation, they like-
wife contain a very fine moral. The refolution of
dying to end our miferies, does not fhew fuch a de-
gree of magnanimity as a refolution to bear them,
and {fubmit to the difpenfations of Providence. Our
author has therefore with great delicacy reprefented
Eve as entertaining this thought, and Adam as dif-
approving It.

We are, in the laft place, to confider the imagi-
nary perfons, or Death and Sin, who act a large part
in this book. Such beautiful extended allegories are
certainly fome of the fineft compofitions of genius:

but

-
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but as I have before obferved, are not aggrecable to
the nature of an heroic poem. This of Sin and Death
is very exquifite in its kind, if not confidered as a
part of fuch a2 work. The truths contained in it are
fo clear and open, that T fhall not lofe time in ex-
plaining them ; but fhall only obferve, that a reader
who knows the ftrength of the Englifh tongue, will
be amazed to think how the poet could find fuch apt
words and phrafes to deleribe the'aétions of thofe
two imaginary perfons, and particularly in that part
where Death is exhibited as forming a bridge over
the chaos;—a work: fuitable to the genius of Milton.
Since the fubje& T am upon gives me an oppor-
tunity of fpeaking more at large of fuch thadowy and
imaginary perfons as may be introduced into heroic
poems, I fhall beg leave to explain myfelf in a mat-
ter which is curious in i*s kind, and which none of
the critics have treated of. It is certain Homer and
Virgil are full of imaginary perfons, who are very
beautiful in poetry when they are juft fhewn without
being engaged in any feries of aftion. Homer indeed
reprefents Sleep as a perfon, and aferibes a fhort
part to him in his [liad ; but we muft confider, that
tho’ we now regard {fuch a perfon as entirely thadowy
and unfubftantial, the heathens made ftatues of him,
placed him in their temples, and looked upon him
as a real deity. When Bomer makes ufe of other
‘fuch allegorical perfons, it is only in fhort expreflions,
which convey an ordinary thought to the mind in
the moft pleafing mamer, and may rather be looked
upon as poetical phrafes than allegorical deferiptions.
Inftead of telling us that men naturally fly when they
are terrified, he introduces the perfons of Flight and
Fear, who, he tells us, are infeperable companions.
Inftead of faying that the time was come when A~
pollo ought to have received his recompenfe, he tells
us, that the Hours brought him his reward. Inftead
of deferibing the effe®ts which Minerva’s Mgis pro-
duced in battle, he tells us that the brims of it were
encompafled by Terror, Rout, Difcord, Fury, Pur-
fuit,
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fuit, Maflacre and Death. In the {fame ﬁg‘um of
fpeaking, he reprefents Vi&ory as “following Dio-
medes 3 Dilcord as the mother of funerals and mourn-
ing, Nirms, s dreffed by the Graces; Bellona as
wearing Terror and Confternation like a garment.
1 might give feveral other inftances out of Homer;
as well as a great many out of Virgil. Milton has
likewile very often made ufe of the fame way of
{peaking; as where he tells us, that Vi&ory fat on
the right hand of the Mefliah, when he marched forth
againit the rebel angels; that at the rifing of the
fun, the Hours unbarred the gates of hght ; that
Difcord was the daughter of Sin. ‘Of the fame na-
ture are thofe expreflions, where, defcribing the fing-
ing of the nightingale, he adds, ‘¢ Silence was pleaf-
ed :” and upon the Mefliah’s bidding peace to the
chaos, ¢ Confufion heard lus voice.” I might add
innumerable inftances of our poet’s writing in this
beautiful figure. It is plain that thefe I have men-
tioned, in which perfons of an imaginary nature are
introduced, are fuch fhort allegories as are not de-
figned to be taken in the literal fenfe, but only to
convey particular circumftances to the reader, after
an unufual and entertaining manner. But when fuch
perfons are introduced as principal aftors, and en-
gaged in a feries of adventures, they take too much
upon them, and are by no means proper for an he-
roic poem, which ought to appear credible in its prin-
_ cipal parts. I cannot forbear therefore thinking that
Sin and Death are as improper agents in a wark of
this nature, as Strength and Neceflity in one of the
tragedies of Zifchylus, who reprefented thofe two
perfons nailing down Prometheus to a rock ; for whch
he has been juftly cenfured by the greateft critics.
I do not know any imaginary perfon mdde ufe of
in a more {ublime manner of thinking than that in
one of the prophets, who, defcribing God as defcending
from Heaven, and vifiting the fins of mankind, adds
that dreadful circumﬁa.nce, L Before him went the
¢ Peftilence.” Itis certain this Lmagmary perfon
might
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might have been deferibed in all her purple fpots.
The Fever might have marched before her; Pain
might have {tood at her right hand, Phrenzy on her
left, and Death in her rear. She m.ight have been
introduced as gliding down from the tail of a comet,
or darted from the earth in a flafh of lightning. She
might have tainted the atmofphere with her breath ;
the very glaring of her eyes mJght have fcattered 1 m-
fetion. But 1 believe every reader will think, that
in fuch fublime writings, the mentioning of hcr, asit
is done in Scripture, has fomething in it more juit,
as well as great, than all that the moft fanciful poet
~ could have beftowed upon her in the richnefs of his
imagination.

Saturday, April 26, 1712 *.

Crudelis ubique
LuBius, ubique paver, et plurima mortis imago.

Vire. &n. ii, 368.

¢ All parts refound with tumults, plaints, and fears ;

¢ 'And grifly Death in fundry fhapes appears.”
X DrypeN.
ILTON has fhewn a wonderful art in deferib-
ing that variety of paflions, which arife in
our firft parents upon the breach of the command-
ment that had been given them. We fee them gra-
dually paffing from the triumph of their guilt,
through remorfe, fthame, defpair, contrition, prayer
and hope, to a perfeét and complete repentance. At
the end of the tenth book, they are reprefented as
proi’craung themfelves upon the ground, and water-
the earth with their tears: to which the poet
joins this beautiful circumftance, that they offer’d up
* No. 363. their



88 SPECTATOR.

their penitential prayers on the very place where
their judge appeared to them when he pronounced
their {entence.

# e They forthwith to the place

¢ Repairing where he judg’d them, proftrate fell
“ Before him reverent, and both confe{s'd

¢ Humbly their faults, and pardon begg’d, with tears
¢ Watering the ground”

There is a beauty of the fame kind in a tragedy of
Sophocles, where Oedipus, after having put out his
own eyes, inftead of breaking'his neck from the
palace-battlements (which furnifbes fo elegant an
entertainment for our Englith audience), defires that
he may be conduéted to Mount Cith®ron, in order
to end his life in. that very place where he was ex-
pofed in his infancy, and where he thould then have
died, had the will of his patents been executed.

As the author never fails to give a poetical turn
to his fentiments, he defcribes in the beginning of
this book the acceptance which thefe their prayers
met with, in a fhort allegory, formed upon that
beantiful paffage in holy writ: And another angel
came and ftood at the altar, having a golden cenfer;
and there was given unto him much incenfe, that he
thould offer it with the prayers of all faints upon
the golden altar, which was before the throne: and
the fmoke of the incenfe, which came with the
prayers of the faints, afcended up before God.

To heaven their prayers

¢ Flew up, nor mifs’d the way, by envious winds
“ Blown vagabond or fruftrate : in they pafs’d,

¢ Dimenfionlefs, through heavenly doors, then clad
« With incenfe, where the golden altar fam’d ;

¢ By their great Interceflfor came in fight

s¢ Before the Father’s throne -

e = .
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We have the fame thought exprefled a fecond time
in the interceflion of the Meffiah, which is conceived
in very emphatical fentiments and expreflions.

Among the poetical parts of feripture which Mil-
ton has fo finely wrought into this part of his nar-
ration, I muft not emit that wherein Ezekiel, fpeak-
ing of the angels who appeared to him in a vifien,
adds, that every one had four faces, and that their
whole bodies, and their backs, and their hands, and
their wings, were full of eyes round about.

2 —The cohort bright
¢ Of watchful cherubim, four faces each
¢ Had, like a double Janus, all their thape
4 Spangled with eyes

The affembling of all the angels of heaven to hear
the folemn decree pafled upon man, is reprefented in
very lively ideas. The Almighty is here deferibed
as 1emem‘berm% mercy in the midft of judgment, and
commanding Michael to deliver his meffage in the
mildeft terms, left the fpirit of man, which was al-
ready broken with the fenfe of his guilt and mifery,
ihonld fail before him,

Yet left they faint

« At the f'ld fentence rigoroufly urg'd ;

¢ For I behold them foftened, and w1th tears
¢ Bewailing their excefs; all terror hide.”

The conference of Adam and Eve is full of moving
fentiments. Upon their going abroad after the me-
lancholy night which they had pafled together, they
dilcover thelion and the eagle, each of them purfuing
their prey towards the eaftern gates of Paradife.
There is a double beanty in this incident, not only
as it prefents great and juft omens, which are always
agreeable in poetry, but as it expreffes that enmity
which was now produced in the animal creation.
The poet, to fhew the like changes in nature, as well

Vpr, ITL M as
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¢ His ftarry helm, unbuckled, {hew’d him prime
‘¢ In manhood where youth ended ; by his fide,

“ As in a glift’ring zodiac hung the fword,
¢ Satan’s dire dread, and in his hand the fpear.
% Adam bow’d low: he kingly from his ftate

4 % Inclin’d not ; but his coming thus declar’d.”

Eve’s complaint, upon hearing that fhe was to be
removed from the garden of Paradife, is wonderfully
beautiful. The fentiments are not only proper to
the fubjeét, but have fomething in them particularly
foft and womanifh.

¢ Muft I then leave thee, Paradife ? Thus leave

¢ Thee, native foil, thefe happy walks and thades;
¢ Fit haunt of gods? where I had hope to fpend
¢ Quiet, though fad, the relpite of that day
 That muft be mortal to us both. O flow’rs,

“ That never will in other climate grow,

* My early vifitation, and my laft

¢ At even, which I bred np with tender hand

¢ From the firft opening bud, and gave you names;
“ Who now fhall rear you to the fun, or rank

¢ Your tribes, and water from the ambrofial fount?
 Thee, laftly, nuptial bower, by me adorn’d

¢ With what to fight or fimell was fweet: from thee
¢ How fhall. I part? and whither wander down

¢ Into 2 Tower world, to this, obfcure

“And wild? How fhall we breathe in other aix
¢ Lefs pure, accuftom’d to immeortal fruits 2!

Adam’s fpeech abounds with thoughts which are
equally moving, but of a more mafculine and ele-
vated turn. Nothing can be conceived more fublime
and poetical than the following paflage in it:

¢ This moft alli@s me, that departing hence

“ As from his face I fhall be hid, depriv’d

¢« His bleflfed count’nance: Here I could frequent,
M 2 “ With
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# With worfhip, place by place where he vouch«
fat’d

¢ Prefence divine ; and to my fons relate;

# On this mount he appear’d, under this tree

¢ Stood vifible, among thefe pines his voice

¢ T heard ; here with him at this fountain talk’d :
 So many grateful altars T would rear

« Of grafly turf, and pile up every fione

¢ Of luftre from the brook, in memory

*'Or monuments to ages, and thereon

¢ Offer fweet<imelling gums, and fruits, and flow’rs.
¢ In yonder nether world, where fhall T feek

“ His bright appearances, or footfteps trace?

¢ For though T fled him angry, (%'et recall’d

¢ Tg life prolong’d and promis’d race, I now

#¢ Gladly behold though but his utmoft fkirts

“ Of glory, and far off his fteps adore.”

- The angel afterwards leads Adam to the higheft
mount of Paradile, and lays before him a whole
hemifphere, as a proper flage for thofe vifions which
were to be reprefented on it. I have before obferved
how the plan of Milten’s poem is in many particu-
lars greater than that of the Iliad or MAneid. Virgil’s
hero, in the laft of thefe poems, is entertained with
a fight of all thofe who are to defcend from himj;
but though that epifode is jultly admired as one of
the nobleft defigns in the whole /ineid, every one
muft allow that this of Milton is of a much Wigher
nature. Adam’s vifion is not confined to any par-
ticular tribe of mankind; but extends to the whole
ipecies.

In this great review which Adam takes of all his
fons and daughters, the firft objefts he is prefented
with, exhibit to him the ftory of Cain and Abel,
which is drawn together with much clofenefs and
propriety of expreflion. That curiofity and natural
horror which arifes in Adam at the fight of the firit
‘dying man, is touched with great beauty. 5

it ut
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* But have I now feen death ? Is this the way

“ 1 muft return to native duft? O fight

¢« Of terror foul, and ugly to behold !

¢ Horrid to think | how horrible to feel !

The fecond vifion fets before him the image of
death in a great variety of appearances. The angel,
to give him a general idea of thofe effeéts which his
guilt had brought upon his pofterity, places before
him a Jarge hofpital or lazer-houfe, filled with per-
fons lymg under all kinds of mortal difeafes. How
finely has the poet told us that the fick perfons an-
guifhed under lingering and incurable diftempers, by
" an apt and judicious ufe of fuch imaginary beings
as thofe I mentioned in my laft Saturday’s paper!

¢ Dire was the toffing, deep the groans ; Defpair
¢ Tended the fick, bufy from couch to couch 3
¢ And over them triumphant Death his dart
 Shook, but delay’d to firike, tho’ oft invek’d

% With vows, as their chief good and final hope.”

The paflion, which likewife rifes in Adam on this
occafion, is very natural.

¢ Sight fo deform what heart of rock could long
¢ Dry-ey’d behold ? Adam could not ; but wept,
¢ Tho’ not of woman born : compaffion quell’d
*His beft of man, and gave him up to tears.”

The difcourfe between the angel and Adam, which
follows, abounds with noble morals. .

As there is nothing more delightful in poet.ry than
a contraft and oppofition of incidents, the author,
after this melancholy profpedt of death and ficknefs,
raifes up a fcene of mirth, love, and jollity. The
fecret pleafure that fieals into Adam’s heart, as he is
intent upon this vifion, is imagined with great deli-
eacy. I muft not omit the delcription of the loofe

female
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female troop, who feduced thé fons of God, as they
are called in Scripture..

< For thatfair female troop thou faw’f, that feem’d
¢ Of goddelies, {o blythe, fo fmeoth, o gay, -

« Yet empty of all good, wherein confifts

¢t Woman’s domeftic honour, and chief praife ;

¢ Bred only and completed to the talte

¢ Of luftful appetence, to fing, to dance.

¢ To drefs, and troule the tongue, and roll the eye:
¢ To thefe that fober race of men, whole lives

¢ Religious titled them the fons of God,

¢ Shall yield up all their virtue, all their fame,
¢ Tgnobly, to the trains and to the fmiles

¢ Of thefe fairatheifts 2

“The next vifion is of a quite ccntml‘y pature, and
filled with the horrors of war. Adam at the fight

of it melts into tears, and breaks out into that pal-
fionate {peech,

¢ e O what are thefe !~

¢ Death’s minifters, not men, who thus deal'death
¢ Inhmmanly to men, ard multiply

¢ Ten thonfandfold the fin of him who {lew

¢ His brother: for of whom fuch maffacre

¢ Malke they, but of their brethren 2 men of men !

Milton, to keep upan agreeable variety in his vi-
fions, aiter having raifed in the mind of his reader
the feveral ideas of terror which are conformable to
the defeription of war, pafles on to thofe fofter images
of triumphs and feftivals, in that vifion of lewdnef{s
and luxury which uthers in the fiood.

As it 1s vifible that the poet-had his eye upon
Ovid’s account of the univerfal deluge, the reader
may obferve with how much judgment he has avoid-
ed every thing that is redundant or puerile in the
Latin poet. We do not here fze the wolf fwimming
among the fheep, nor any of thofe wanton imagina-

tiDl'.I.S;
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tions which Seneca found fault with as unbecoming
this great cataftrophe of nature. If our poet has
imitated that verfe in which Ovid tells us that there
was nothing but fea, and that this fea had no fhore
to it ; he has not the thought in fuch a light as to in-
cur the cenfure which critics have pafled upon it.
The Iatter part of that verfe in Ovid is idle and fu-
perfluous, but jult and beautiful in Milton.

Famque mare et tellus nullum diferimen babebat ;
Nil nifi pontus erat; deersnt quogue littera ponto.
Ovid. Met. i. 291.

¢ Now feas and earth were in confufion loft ;
¢ A world of waters, and without a coaft.”
DrYDEN

é ——— Sea cover'd fem,
¢ Sea without fhere 21

MirToN.

In Milton the former part of the defeription does
not foreftal the latter. How much more great and
folemn on this occafion is that which follows in our
Englith poet,

s

And in their palaces,
“¢ Where luxury late reign’d, fea-monfters whelp’d
¢ And ftabled- ——""

than that in Ovid, where we are told that the fea-
calfs lay in thofe places where the goats were ufed
to browfe ! The reader may find feveral other par-
allel paflages in the Latin and Englifh defeription of
the deluge, wherein our poet has vifibly the advan-
tage. The fky’s being over-charged with clouds, the
defcending of the rains, the rifing of the feas, and the
appearance of the rainbow, are fuch delcriptions as
every one muft take notice of. The circumftance
relating to Paradife is fo finely imagined, and fuitable

. i®
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to the opinions of many learned authors, that T cam,
not forbear giving it a place in this paper.

- Then fhall this mount

“ Of Paradife by might of waves be mov’d

¢ Out of his place, pufh’d by the horned flood,
 With all his verdure {poil’d, and trees adrift

“ Down the great river to the op’ning gulf,

“ And there take root ; an ifland falt and bare,

¢¢ The haunt of feals, and ores and fea-mews clang.”

The tranfition which the poet makes from the
vifion of the deluge to the concern it occafioned in
Adam, is exquifitely graceful, and copied after Vir-
gil; though the firft thought it introduces is rather in
the {pirit of Ovid.

¢ How didft thou grieve then, Adam, to behold
“ The end of all thy offspring, end fo fad,

¢ Depopulation ! Thee another flood,

¢ Of tears and forrow, a flood, thee alfo drown'd
¢ And funk thee as thy {ons ; till gently rear’d

“ By th’ angel, on thy feet thou ftoodft at laft,

“ Tho comforﬂe{s, as when a father mourms

¢ His children all in view deftroy’d at once.’

I have been the more particular in my quotations
out of the eleventh book of Paradife Loft, becaufe it
is not generally reckoned among the moft fhining
books of this poem; for which reafon the reader
might be apt to overlook thofe many paffages in it
which deferve our admiration. The eleventh and
twelfth are indeed built upon that fingle circum-
ftance of the removal of our firft parents from Para-
dife ; but though this is not in itfelf {fo great a fub-
je& as that in mofl of the foregoing books, it is ex-
tended and diverfified with fo many furprifing inci-
dents and pleafing epifodes, that thefe two laft books
can by no means be looked upon as unequal parts of
this divine poem. I muft further gdd, that had not

Mtiton
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Milton reprefented our firft parents as driven out of
Paradife, his Fall of Man would not have been com-
plete, and confequently his aétion would have been
imperfeét.

Saturday, May 3, 1712 *.

Segnius irvitant animos demiffa per aures,
Quam que funt oculis fubjecta fidelibus
Hor. Ars Poet. v. 279.

—What we hear moves lels than what we fee.
Roscommon.

ILTON, after having reprefented in vifion the
hiftory of mankind to the firft great period of
nature, difpatches the remaining part of it in narra-
tion. He has devifed a very handfome reafon for the
angel’s proceeding with Adam after this manner ;
though doubtlefs the true reafon was the difficulty
which the poet would have found to have fhadowed
out fo mixed and complicated a ftory in vifible ob-
je&s. I could wifh, however, that the author had
done it, whatever pains it might have coft him. To
give my opinion freely, I think that the exhibiting
part of the hiftory of mankind in vifion, and part in
narrative, is as if an hiftory-painter fhould put in
colours one half of his fubje@®, and write down the
remaining part of it. 1If Milton’s poem flags any-
where, it is in this narration; where in fome places
the author has been fo attentive to his divinity, that
he has negleéted his poetry. The narration, how-
ever, rifes very happily on feveral occafions, where
the fubje& is capable of poetical ornaments; as par-
ticularly in the confufion which he defcribes among
the builders of Babel, and in his fhort fketch of the
Vor. 111 N plagues

* No. 369.
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plagues of Egypt. The ftorm of hail and fire, with
the darknefs that overfpread the land for three days;
are defcribed with great {trength. The beautiful pai-
fage which follows, is raifed upon noble hints 1im
Scripture :

¢ Thus with ten wounds
¢ The river-dragon tam’d at length fubmits
€To let his fojourners depart ; and oft
¢ Humbles his ftubborn heart; but ftill as ice
¢ More hdrden’d after thaw: till in his rage
¢ Purfuing whom he late difmifs’d, the fea
¢ Swallows'him-With his hott ; but them let pafs
¢ As on dry land between two cryftal walls;
¢ Aw’d by the rod of Mofes fo to ftand
¢ Divided

The river-dragon is an allufion to the crocodile,
which inhabits the Nile, from whence Egypt derives

her plenty. This allufion is taken from that fublime

paffage in Ezekiel : ¢ Thus faith the Lord God, Be-
“ hold I am againft thee, Pharach king of Egypt,
- ¢ the great dragon that lieth in the m.ldﬂ: of his ri-
¢t yers, which hath faid, My river is mine own
¢ and I haye made it for myfe]f.” Milton has given
us another very noble and poetical image in the fame

defcription, which is copied almoft word for word -

out of the hiftory of Mofes:

¢ All night he will purfue, but his approach
¢ Darknels defends between till morning watch
¢ Then through the firey pillar and the cloud
“ God looking forth, will trouble all his hoft,

¢ Andecrazetheir chanr.at wheels: when by command

¢¢ Mofes once more his potent rod extends

¢ Over the fea: the fea his rod obeys :

¢ On their embattell’d ranks the waves return,
¢ And overwhelm their war 2

As
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As the principal defign of this Epifode was to give
Adam an idea of the holy perfon who was to rein~
- ftate human nature in that happinefs and perfe&tion
from which it had fallen, the poet confines himfelf to
the line of Abraham, from whence the Mefliah was to:
defeend. The angel is deferibed as feeing the pa-
triarch altually travelling towards the Land of Pro-
mife, which gives a particular livelinefs to this part
of the narr'lt!on

“T fee him, but thou canft not, ‘with what faith

¢t He leaves his Gods, his friends, his native foil

¢ Ur of Chaldea, pafling now the ford

¢ To Haran; after him a cumbrous train '

“ Of herds, and flocks, and num’rous ferntude

‘4 Not wand’ring poor, but trufting all his Wealth
“ With God, who call'd him in a land unknown.

‘¢ Canaan he now attains. I feehis tents © '~~~
¢ Pitch’d about Sechem, and the neighbouring plam i
¢ Of Moren: There by promife he receives

¢ Gift to his progeny of all that land ;

* From Hamath northward to the defert fouth ;

“ (Things by their names I call, tho yet unnam’d ”) :

As Virgil’s vifion in the fixth .Z[]nmd probab]y'
gave Milton the hint of this whole Epifode, the laft
line is a tranflation of that verfe where Anchifes
mentions the names of ‘places, whlch they were to'
bear hereafter.

He: tun nomina evunt ; nunc funt fine nomine ferre.

The poet has very finely reprefented the joy and
gladnefs of heart which rifes in Adam upon his dif-
covery of the Mefliah. As he fees his day at a di-
ftance through types and fhadows, he rejoices in it ;
but when he finds the redemption of man completed,
and Paradife again renewed, he breaks forth in rap-
ture and tranfport ;

N2 ' L |
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¢ O goodnefs infinite ! goodnefs immenfe !
¢ That all this good of evil fhall produce, &c.”

I have hinted in my fixth paper on Milton, that an
heroic poem, according to the opinion of the beft
critics, ought to end happily, and leave the mind of
the reader, after having conduéed it through many .

- doubts and fears, forrows and difquietudes, in a flate
of tranquillity and fatisfaction. Milton’s fable, which
had fo many other qualifications to-recommend it,
was deficient in this particular. It is here, therefore,
that the poet has thewn a moft exquifite judgment,
as well as the fineft invention, by finding out a me-
thod to fupply this natural defeft in his fubje&®. Ac-
cordingly he leaves the adverfary of mankind, in the
laft view which he gives of him, under the loweft
ftate of mortification and difappointment. We fee
him chewing afhes, groveling in the duft, and loaden
with fupernumerary pains and torments. On the
contrary, our two firft parents are comforted by
dreams and vifions, cheered with promifes of falva-
tion, and in a manner raifed to a greater happinefs
than that which they had forfeited. In fhort, Satan
is reprefented miferable in the height of his triumphs,
and Adam triumphant in the height of mifery.

Milton’s poem ends very nobly. The laft fpeeches
of Adam and the archangel are full of moral and in
{tructive fentiments. The {leep that fell upon Eve,
and the effets it had in quieting the diforders of her
mind, produces the fame kind of confolation in the
reader, who cannot perufe the laft beautiful fpeech
which is afcribed to the mother of mankind, without
a fecret pleafure and fatisfa&tion.

¢ Whence thou return’ft, and whither went’ft,
¢ T know ;
¢ For God is alfo in fleep, and dreams advife ;
¢ Which he hath fent propitious, fome great good
¢ Prefaging, fince with forrow and heart’s diftrefs
« Wearied I fell afleep. But now lead onj;
8



SPECTATOR. 10k

“ In me is no delay : with thee to go,

¢ Is to flay here ; without thee here to flay,

¢ Is to go hence unwilling: thou to me

¢« Art all things under heav’n, all places thou,
¢« Who for my wilful crime art banifh’d hence,
¢t This farther confolation yet fecure

1 carry hence ; though all by me is loft,

¢« Such favour I unworthy am vouchfaf’d,

¢ By me the promis’d feed thall all reftore.’

The following lines, which conclude the poem, rife
in 2 moft glorious blaze of poetical images and ex-
preflions.

Heliodorus in his Zthiopics acquaints us, that the
motion of the Gods differs from that of mortals; as
the former do not ftir their feet, nor proceed ﬂ:ep by
ftep, but {lide over the furface of the earth by an
uniform fwimmniing of the whole body. The reader
may obferve with how poetical 2 defcription Milton
has attributed the fame kind of motion to the angels
who were to take pofleflion of Paradife.

¢ So fpake our mother Eve; and Adam heard
“ Well pleas’d, but anfwer’d not: for now too nigh
¢ Th'archangel ftood ; and from the other hill
¢ To their fix’d ftation, all in bright array,
¢ The cherubim defcended ; on the ground
¢ Gliding meteorous, as evening miit
' ¢ Ris’n from a river o’er the marith glides,
¢ And gathers ground faft at the lab’rer’s heel,
¢ Homeward returning. High in front advanc’d,
¢¢ The brandifh’d {word of God before them blaz’d
~ % Fierce as a comet i

The author helped his invention in the followisg
paffage, by reflefting on the behaviour of the angel,
who, in holy writ, has the condué& of Lot and his
family. The circumftances drawn from that relation
are very gracefully made ufe of on this occafion.

[ Ill
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“ In either hand the haft’ning angel caught

¢ Qur ling’ring parents, and to th’ eaftern gate
¢ Led them dire@ ; and down the cliff as faft
« Tolthe fubjected plain ; then difappear’d,

“ They lookmg back, &e. 2.

* The fdnet whiitliZous firft’ parents are furpnfed
with, upon their looking back on Paradife, wonder-
fully ftrikes the reader’s imagination, as nothing can
be more natural than th.e. tears they ihed on that oc-
cafion. -

¢ They Ioaking back, all th’ eaftern fide beheld
¢ Of Paradife, fo late theu- happy feat,
« Wav'd over by that flaming brand, the gate
“ With dreadful faces throng’d and ﬁry arms :
*¢'Some natural tears they dropp’d, but wip’d them
~ % {foon: 7
¢ The world was all before them, where to choofe
¢ Their place of reft, and Providence their guide.”

If T might prefume to offer at the {malleft altera-
tion n this divine work, I thould think the poem
would end better with the paflage here quoted, than
with the two verfes which follow ; °

¢ They hand in hand, with wand’ring ftepsand flow,
_ “ Through Eden took their folitary way.”

Thefe two verfes, though they have their beauty,
fall very much below the foregoing paflage, and re-
new in the mind of the reader that anguifh which
was pretty well laid by that confideration.

¢ The world was all before them where to choofe
¢ Their place of reft, and Providence their guide.”

The number of Books in Paradlfe Loft is equal to
thofe of the MFneid. Our author in his firft edition
had divided his poem into ten books, but afterwards

broke
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broke the {feventh and eleventh each of them into two
different books, by the help of fome fmall additions.
‘This fecond divifion was made with great judgment,
as any one may fee who will be at the pains of ex-
amining it. It was not done for the fake of fuch a
chimerical beauty as that of refembling Virgil in this
particular, but for the more juft and regular difpofi-
tion of this great work.

Thofe who have read Boffu, and many of the cri«
tics who have written fince his time, will not pardon
me if I do not find out the particular moral which is
inculcated in Paradife Loft. Though I can by no
means think with the laft mentioned French author,
that an epic writer firft of all pitches, upon a certain
moral as the ground-work and foundation of his
poem, and afterwards finds out a flory to it'; I am,
however, of opinion, that no juft heroic poem ever
was or can be made, from whence one great mo
may not be deduced. That which reigns in Milton
is the moft univerfal and moft ufeful that can be
imagined. It is in fhort this: That obedience to the
will of God makes men happy ; and that difobedience
makes them miferable. This is vifibly the moral of
the principal fable, which turns upon Adam and Eve,
who continued in Paradife while they kept the com-
mand that was given them, and were driven out of it
as foon as they had tranfgrefled. This is likewife
the moral of the principal epifode, which fhews us
how an innumerable multitude of angels fell from
their difobedience. Befides this great moral, which
may be looked upon as the foul of the fable, there
are an infinity of under-morals which are to be drawn

-from the feveral parts of the poem, and which makes

this work more ufeful and inftru&ive than any other

poem in any language. _ '
Thofe who have criticifed on the Odyfley, the Iliad,
and Alneid, have taken a great deal of pains to fix
the number of months and days contained in the
aftion of each of thofe poems. If any one thinks it
worth his while to examine this particularin Milten,
p he
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he will find that from Adam’s firft appearance in the
fourth book, to his expulfion from Paradife in the
twelfth, the author reckons ten days. As for that
part of the a@tion which is deferibed in the three firft
books, as it does not pafs within the regions of na-
ture, I have before obferved that it is not {ubjeé to
any calculations of time.

I have now finithed my obfervations on a work
which does an honour to the Englith nation. T have
taken a general view of it under thefe four heads; the
fable, the charaéters, the fentiments, and the lan-
guage ; and made each of them the fubje& of a par-
ticular paper. I have in the next place {fpoken of the
cenfures which our auther may incur under each of
thefe heads, which I have confined”to two papers,
though I might have enlarged the number if I had
been difpofed to dwell on fo ungrateful a fubjeét. 1
believe, however, that the fevereft reader will not find
any little fault in heroic poetry which this author
has fallen into, that does not come under one of thofe
heads among which I have diftributed his feveral
blemifhes. After having thus treated at large of
Paradife Loft, I could not think it fufficient to have
celebrated this poem in the whole, without defcend-
ing to particulars. I have therefore beftowed a paper
upon each book, and endeavoured not only to prove
that the poem is beautiful in general, but to point
out its particular beauties, and to determine wherein
they confift. I have endeavoured to thew how fome
paflages are beautiful by being fublime, others by
being foft, others by being natural ; which of them
are recommended by the paffion, which by the moral,
which by the fentiment, and which by the expref-
fion. I have likewife endeavoured to thew how the
genius of the poet fhines by a happy invention, 2
diftant allufion, or a judicious imitation; how he has
copied or improved Homer or Virgil, and raifes his
own imaginations by the ufe which he has made of
feveral poetical paflages in Seripture. I might have
inferted alfo feveral paffages in Taflo, which our au-

thor
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thor has imitated : But as I do not look upon Taflo
to be a fufficient voucher, I would not perplex my
veader with fuch quotations as might do more honour
to the Italian than the Englith poet. In fhort, I have
endeavoured to particularize thofe innumerable kinds
of beauty, which it would be tedious to recapitulate,
_ but which are eflential to poetry, and which may
be met with in the works of this great author. Fad
1 thought at my firft engaging in this defign that it
would have led me to fo great a length, 1 believe
I {hould never have entered upon it: But the kind
reception which it has met with among thofe whofe
judgments I have a value for, as well as the uncom-
mon demands which my bookfeller tells me have
been made for thefe particular difcourfes, give me no
reafon to repent of the pains I have been at in com-
pofing them.

Tuefday, January 8, 1711-12 *.

Ewve rariffima noftro
Simplicitas—

Ovip. Ars Am. i. 241.

Moft rare is now our old fimplicity.
DryDEN.

I WAS this morning furprifed with a great knock-
ing at the door, when my landlady’s danghter
came up to me and told me there was a man below
defired to fpeak with me. Upon my afking her who
it was, fhe told me it was a very grave elderly per-
fon, but that fhe did not know his name, I imme-
diately went down to him, and found him to be the
coachman of my worthy friend Sir Roger de Cover-
ley. He told me that his mafter came to town laft
Vor, III, Ol night
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- tight, and would be glad to take a turn with me i

- Gray’s-Inn walks. As I was wondering in myfelf
what had brnught Sir Roger to town, not having
lately received any letter from him; he told me that
his' mafter was come up to get a fight of Prince
Eugene, and he defired that I would immediately
meet him.

I was not a little' pleafed with the curiofity of the
old knight, though T did not much wonder at it,
having heard him {ay more than once in private dif-
courfe, that he looked upon Prince Eungenio (for fo
the knight always calls' him) to be 'a greater man
than Scanderbeg.

- T was no fooner come into Gray’s-Iﬂn walks but
T heard my friend upon’ 'the terrace hemﬁ'g twice
or thrice to himfelf with great vigour ; for he loves
to clear his pipes in good air (to make ufé of his own
expreflion), and is not a little pleafed with any one

- who takes notice of the ftrength which he ftill exerts
in his morning hems.

I was touched with a fecret joy at the fight of the
good old man, who, before he faw me, was engaged
in converfation with a beggar-man that had afked
alms of him. I could hear my friend chide him for
not finding out fome work ; but at the fame time'
faw him put his hand in his pocket, and give him

. dixpence.
Our falutations were very hearty on both fides,
confifting ‘of many kind thakes of the hand, and fe-
«verzl affeGtionate looks which we caft upon one ano-
ther. " After which the knight told me my good friend
his chaplain was very well, and much at my femce,
and that the Sunday before he had made a moft in-
‘comparable fermon out of Dr. Barrow. I have left,
fays he, all my affairs in his hands; and being willing
to lay an ‘obligation upon him, have depofited with
him thirty'merks, to be diftributed among his poor
paniﬁmners.
- He then proceeded to-acquaint me with the wel-
fare of Will Wimble.  Upen which he put his hand
intor
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into his fob and prefented me in his name with a to-
bacco-ftopper, telling me that Will had been bufy all
the beginning of the winter in turning great quanti-
ties of them ; and that he made a prefent of one to
every genﬂema.n in the country who has good prin-
ciples, and fmokes. He added, that poor Will was
at prefent under great tribulation ; for that Tom Touchy
had taken the law of him for cutting fome hazel fticks
out of one of his hedges.

Among other pieces of news which the knight
brought from his country-feat, he informed me that
Moll White was dead ; and that about a month after
her death the wind was fo very high, that it blew
down the end of one of his barns. But for my own
~ part, fays Sir Roger, 1 do'not think that the old wo-
man had any hand in it.

He afterwards fell into an account of the diverfions
which had paffed in his houfe during the helidays ;
for Sir Roger, after the laudible cuftom of his an-
ceftors, always keeps open houfe at Chriftmas, I
learned from him' that he had killed eight. fat hogs
for this feafon; that he had dealt about his chmes
very liberally amonbﬂ his neighbours ; and that in
particular he had fent a ftring of hogs Puddmgs, with
a pack of cards; to every poor family in the parith. I
have often thought, fays Sir Roger, it happens very
well that Chriftmas {hould fall out in the middle of
winters It is the moft dead uncomfortable time of
the. year, when the poor people would fuffer very
much from their poverty and coldy if they had not
good cheer, warm fires, apd Chriftmas: gambols to
fupport them. I love to rejoice their poor hearts at
this feafon, and to fee the whole wllage merry in my
great hall, 1 allow a double quantity of malt to my
fmall beer, and fet it a-running for twelve days to
every one that calls for it. I have always a piece of
cold beef and a mince-pye on the table, and am won-
derfully pleafed to {ee my tenants pals away a whole
evening in playing their nnocent tricks, and fmutting
one another. QOur friend Will Wimble is as merry

O 2 as
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as any of them, and fhews a thoufand roguith tricks
upon thefe occafions. .

I was very much delighted with the refleftion of
my old friend, which carried fo much goodnefs in it.
He then launched out into the praife of the late aft
of parliament for fecuring the Church of England,
and told me with great fatisfaétion, that he believed
it already began to take effe& ; for that a rigid dif-
fenter who chanced to dine at his houfe on Chriftmas
day, had been obferved to eat very plentifully of his
plumb-porridge.

After having difpatched all our country matters,
Sir Roger made feveral inquiries concerning the club,
and particularly of his old antagonift Sir Andrew
Freeport. He afked me with a kind of a fmile, whe-
ther Sir Andrew had not taken the advantage of his
abfence, to vent among them fome of his republican
doétrines ; but foon after, gathering up his counten-
ance into 2 more than ordinary ferioufnefs, Tell me
truly, fays he; don’t you think Sir Andrew had a
hand in the pope’s proceffion? but without giving
me time to anfwer him, Well, well, fays he, I know
you are a wary man, and do not care to talk of public
matters. :
~ The knight then afked me, If T had feen prince

Eugenio, and made me promife to get him a ftand
. in fome convenient place, where he might have a full

fight of that extraordinary man, whofe prefence does
fo much honour to the Britifh nation. He dwelt very
long on the praifes of this great general; and I found
that fince I was with him in the country, he had
drawn many obfervations together out of his reading
in Baker’s chronicle, and other authors, who always
lie in his hall-window, which very much redound
to the honour of this prince.

Having paffed away the greateft part of the morn-
ing in hearing the knight’s refle€tions, which were
partly private and partly political, he afked me if T
would fmoke a pipe with him over a difh of coffee
at Squire’s ? As I love the old man, I take delight

i
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in complying with every thing that is agreeable to
him, and accordingly waited on him to the coffee-
houfe, where his venerable figure drew upon us the
eyes of the whole room. He had no fooner feated
himfelf at the upper end ‘of the high table, but he
called for a clean pipe, a paper of tobacco, a difh of
coffee, a wax candle, and the Supplement, with fuch
an air of cheerfulnefs and good-humour, that all the
boys in the coffee-room (who feemed to take pleafure
in ferving him) were at once employed on his feve-
ral errands; infomuch that nobody elfe could come’
at a difh of tea, until the knight had got all his con-
veniencies about him.

Thurfday, January 10, 1711-12 %,

Mille trakens varios adverfo [ole colores.
Vire. An. iv. yo1,

Drawing a thoufand colours from the light.
DRYDEN.

I RECEIVE a double advantage from the letters
of my correlpondents; firft, as they fhew me
which of my Papers are moft acceptable to them ; and
in the next place, as they furnith mewith matenals for
new {peculations. Sometimes indeed I do not make ufe
of the letter itfelf, but form the hints of it into plans
of my own invention ; fometimes I take the liberty
to change the language or thought into my own way
of fpeaking and thinking, and always (if it can be
. done without prejudice to the fenfe) omit the man
compliments and applaufes which are ufually beftow-
ed upon me.

* No. 271, Befides
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- Befides the two advantages above mentioned which
T receive from the letters that are fent me, they give
me an opportunity of lengthening out my Paper by
the Tkilfu} management of the fubferibing part at the

end of them, which perhaps does not a little conduce

to the eafe both of myfelf and reader.

Some svill have it, that I often write to myfelf,
2nd am. the only punttual coirelpondent I have. This
objettion would indeed be material, were the letters
1 commaunicate to the public {tuffed with . my own
commendations; and if jnftead of endeavouring to
divert or inftrué my readers; I admired in them the
beauty of my own performances. But I {hall leave
thefe wife conjefturers to their own imaginations,
and produce the three following letters for the enter-
tainment of the day.

e SI'R

WAS lat Thurfday in an aﬁ'embly of ladies,
b where there were thirteen different coloured
“ hoods. Your Spettator of that day lying upon
& the table, they ordered me to read it to them, which

* I did with a yery clear voice, ‘until I came to: the
¢ Greek verfe at the end of it. I muft confefs I was
.3 little ftartled at its popping upon me {o unexpedt-
¢ edly. However,.I covered my confufion as well as
¢ I could, and after having mnttered  two or three

% hard words to myfelf, laughed heartily, and cryed,

“ A very good jeft faith. - The ladies defired me to
¢ explain it to them; but I begged their pardon for
¢¢ that, and told them, that if it had been proper for
¢ them to hear, they might be fure the author would
“ not have wrapped it up in Greek. I then let drop
< feveral expreilions, as if there was fomething in it
< that was not fit to be fpoken before a company of
¢¢ ladies. - Upon which the matron of the aflembly,
«¢ who was drefled in a cherry-coloured hood, com-
¢ mended the difcretion of the writer for having
“ thrown his filthy thoughts into Greek, which was
< likely to corrupt but few of his readers. At the
« fame time fhe declared herfelf very well pleafed,
~¢¢ that

TIPS FT M :
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¢ that he had not given a decifive opinion wpon the
¢ nenw-fafbiotied hoods ; for to tell you truly, fays fhe,
€T ywas afraid he would have made us zthamed fo
¢ fhew our heads. Now, Sir, you muft know, fince
¢ this unlucky accident happened to, me in'a com-
¢ pany of ladies, among whom I paffed for 2 moft
A mgemous man, I have confulted one who is well
& vieded ity the Greek language, and he affures me

¢ upon his word, that your late quotation-means no -

¢¢ more than that * Mannersand not drefs are the or-
“ments of a woman.” If this comes to the know-
¢ ledge of my female admirers, I fhall be very hard
¢ put to it to bring myfelf off handfomely. In the
¢ mean while, I give you this account, that you may
¢¢ take care hereafter not to betray any of your well-

¢ wifhers into the like inconveniencies. 1t is in the "

< number of thefe that I beg leave to' fubferibe my-
< felf, :
. & ToM Trreprr.”

« Mr. SPECTATOR, :

OUR readers are fo well pleafed with your
£ character of Sir Roger de Coverley, that there
< appeared a fenfible joy in every coffee-houfe upon
¢ hearing the old knight was come to town. 'I am
¢ now with a knot of his admirers, who make it
¢¢ their joint requeft to you, that you would give us
< public notice of the window or'balcony where the
s¢ knight intends to make his appearance. He has

already given great {atisfattion to feveral who have

¢ feen him at Squire’s coffee-houfe. If you think

¢ fit to place your fhort face at Sir Roger’s left el-

¢ bow, we fhall take the hint, and gratefully ac-
*¢ knowledge fo great a favour.

¢ 1am, SIR,
¢ Your moft devoted humb]e Servant,
¢« C.D»

alis3e
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5 BIR,
NOWING that you are very inquifitive af'ter
evéry thing that is curious in nature, I will
wait on you if you pleafe in the dufk of the even
ing, with my fbow upon my back, which I carry
about with me in a box, as only confifting of a
man, a woman, and an horfe. The two firfl are
married; in which ftate the little cavalier has fo
well acquitted himfelf, that his lady is with child.
The big-bellied woman, and her hufband, with
their whimfical palfry, are fo very light, that when
they are put together into 2 fcale, an ordinary man
may we:gh down the whole family. The little
man is a bully in his nature ; but when he grows
cholerie, I confine him to lus box until his wrath -
is over; by which means I have hitherto prevent~
ed him from doing mifchief. His horfe is likewife
very vicious ; for which reafon I am forced to tie
him clofe to his manger with a packthread. The
woman is a coquette. She firuts as much as it is
poflible for a lady of two feet high, and would
ruin me in filks, were not the guantity that goes
to a large pin-cufhion fufficient to make her a gown
and petticoat. She told me the other day, that fhe
heard the ladies wore coloured hoods, and ordered
me to get her one of the fineft blue. I am forced
to comply with her demands whilft fhe is in her
prefent condition, being very willing to have more
of the fame breed. 1 do not know what fhe may
produce me ; but provided it be a fhow, I thall be
very well fatisfied. Such novelties fhould not, I
think, be concealed from the Britith Spe&ator;
for which reafon I hope you will excufe this pre«
fumption in
i Your moft dutiful, and obedient,
¢ and moft humble Servant,
w8 T
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Tuefday, Janvary 15, 1711-12 %,

i

——Tribus Anticyris caput infanabile———
Hor. Ars Poet. ver. 300:

A head no Helebore can cure.

I WAS yefterday engaged in an affembly of vir-
tuofos, where one of them produced many cu-
rious obfervations which he had lately made in the
anatomy of an human body. Another of the com-
pany communicated to us feveral wonderful difcove-
ries which he had alfo made on the fame fubjed by
the help of very fine glaffes. This gave birth to a
great variety of uncommon remarks, and furnifhed
difcourfe for the remaining part of the day.

The different opinions which were ftarted on this
occafion, prefented to my imagination fo many new
ideas, that by mixing with thofe which were already
there, they employed my fancy all the laft night,
and compofed a very wild and extravagant dream.

I was invited, methought, to the difieétion of a
Beau’s head and of a Coquette’s heart, which were
both of them laid on a table before us. An imagi-
nary operator opened the firft with 4 great deal of
nicety, which, upon a curfory and fuperficial view,
appeared like the head of another man; but upon
applying our glaffes to it, we made a very odd dif-
covery, namely, that what we loocked upon as brains,
were not fuch in reality, but an heap of ftrange ma-
terials wound up in that thape and texture, and pack-
ed together with wonderful art in the feveral cavities
of the fkull. Fot, as Homer tells us that the blood
of the goats is not real blood, but only fomething
like it: fo we found that the brain of a Beau is not
& real brain, but only fomething like it.

Vor. III. B The
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The pineal gland, which many of our modern
philofophers fuppofe to be the feat of the foul, {fmelt
very ftrong of eflence and orange-flower water, and
was encompafled with a kind of horny fubftance, cut
into a thoufand little faces or mirrours, which were
imperceptible to the naked eye, infomuch that the
foul, if there had been any here, muit have been al-
ways taken up in contemplating her own beauties.

We obferved 2 large antrum or cavity in the fin-
ciput, that was filled with ribbons, lace, and em-
broidery, wronght together in a moft curious piece
of networlk ; the parts of which were likewife im-
perceptible to the naked eye. Another of thefe an-

trums or cavities was ftuffed with invifible billet-"

doux, love-letters, pricked dances, and other trum-
pery of the fame natare. In another we found a kind
of powder, which fet the whole company a-fneezing,
and by the feent difcovered itfelf to be right Spanifh.
The feveral other cells were {lored with commodities
of the fame kind, of which it would be tedious to
give the reader an exaét inventory.

There was a large cavity on each fide of the head,
which I muft not omit. That on the right fide was
filled with fi&tions, flatteries, and falfchoods, vows,
promifes, and proteflations; that on the left with
oaths and imprecations. There iffued out a dué from
each of thefe cells, which ran into the root of the
tongue, where both joined together, and pafled for-
ward in one common dud to the tip of it. We dil-
covered {everal little roads or canals running from
the ear into the brain, and took particular care to
trace them out through their feveral paffages. One
of them extended itfelf to a bundle of fonnets and
little mufical inftruments. Others ended in feveral
bladders which were filled either with wind or froth.
But the large canal entered into a great cavity of the
fleull, from whence there went another canal into the
tongue. = This great cavity was filled with a kind of
fpungy fubftance, which the French anatomifts call
galamatias, and the Englifh nonfenfe. 5,

e
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The fkins of the forehead were extremely tough
and thick, and, what very much furprifed us, had
not in them any fingle blood-veffel that we were able
to difeover, either with or without our glafies; from
whence we concluded, that the party, when alive,
muft have been entirely deprived of the faculty of
blufhing.

- 'The o5 cribriforme was exceedingly ftuffed, and in
fome places damaged with fmuff. We could not but

- take notice in particular of that {mall muicle which

—

is not often difcovered in difleGions, and draws the
nofe upwards, when it exprefles the contempt which
the owner of it has upon feeing any thing he does
not like, or hearing any thing he does not under-
ftand. T need not tell my learned reader, thisids that
mufcle which performs the motion {o often mention-
ed by the Latin poets, when they talk of a man’s
cocking his nofe, or playing the rhinoceros.

We did not find any thing very remarkable in the
eye, laving only that the mwfeuli amaterii, or as we
may tranflate it into Englifh, the ogling mufcles, were
very much worn and decayed with ale ; whereas on
the contrary, the elevator, or the mufcle which turns
the eye towards heaven, did not appear to have been

ufed at all.

I have only mentioned in this dliIeEhon fuch new
difcoveries as we were able to make, and have not
taken ~any notice of thofe parts which are to be met
with in common heads. As for the fkull, the face,
and indeed the whole outward fhape and figure of the
head, we could not dilcover any difference from
what we obferve in the heads of other men. We
were informed, that the perfon to whom this head
bélonged, had paffed for a man above five and thirty
years ; during which tim¢ he eat and drank like
other people, dreffed well, talked loud, laughed fre-
quently, and on particular occafions had acquitted

‘himfelf tolerably at a ball or an affembly ; to which

one of the company added, that a certain knet of

ladies took him for a wit. He was cut off in the
P2 flower
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flower of his age by the blow of a paring-fhovel,
having been furprifed by an eminent Citizen, as he
was tendering {ome civilities to his wife.
When we had thnroughly examined this head with
all its apartments, and its {everal kinds of furniture,
we put up the brain, fuch as it was, into its proper
place, and laid it afide under a broad piece of fearlet
cloth, in order to be prepared, and kept in a great re-
pofitory of diffeftions ; our operator telling us that

the preparation would not be fo difficult as that of .

another brain, for that he had obferved feveral of
the little pipes and tubes which ran through the brain
. were already filled with a kind of mercurial fub-
ftance, which he looked upon to be true quick-filver.

He applied himfelf in the next place to the co-
quette’s heart, which he likewife laid open with
great dexterity, There occurred to us many parti-
cularities in this difle@ion ; but being unwilling ta

barden my reader’s memory too much, I fhall re-

{erve this fubjeét for the {peculation of another day.

Tuefday, January 22, 1711-12 *,

Pestoribus inbians, [pivantia confulit exta.
i Vire., An. iv. 64,

Anxious, the reeking entrails he confults.

E I AVING already given an account of the dif-
{ection of a Beaun’s head, with the feveral dif-
coveries made on that occafion ; I fhall here, accord-
ing to my promife, enter upon the difle@tion of a
Coguette’s heart, and communicate to the public fuch
particularities as we obferved in that curious piece

of anatomy.
I fhould perhaps have waved this undertaking, had
not I been put in mind of my promife by feveral of
* No. 281. my
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my unknown correfpondents, who are very importu-
nate with me to make an example of the coquette,
as I have already done of the bean. It is therefore
in compliance with the requeft of friends, that 1 have
looked over the minutes of my former dream, in or-
der to give the public an exaéct relation of it, which
I fhall enter upon without farther preface.

Our operator, before he engaged in this vifionary
diffection, told us, that there was nothing in his art
more difficult than to lay open the heart of a co-
guette, by reafon of the many labyrinths and recefles
which are to be found in it, and which do not ap-
pear in the heart of any other animal.

He defired us firft of all to oblerve the pericordium,
or outward cafe of the heart, which we did very at-
tentively ; and by the help of our glafles difcerned
in it millions of little fears, which feemed to have
been occafioned by the points of innumerable darts
and-arrows, that from time to time had glanced upen
the outward coat ; though we could not difcover the
{malleft orifice, by which any of them had entered
and pierced the inward {ubftance.

Every fmatterer in anatomy knows that this peri-
cordium, or cale of the heart, contains in it a thin
reddith liquor, {fuppofed to be bred from the vapours
which exhale out of the heart, and, being ftopt here,
are condenfed into this watry fubftance. Upon ex-
amining this liquor, we found that it had in it all
the qualities of that {pirit which is made ufe of in
the thermometer to thew the change of weather.

Nor muft I here omit an experiment one of the
company affured us he himfelf had made with this
liguor, which he found in great quantity about the
heart of a coquette whom he had formerly diffected.
He affirmed to us, that he had a&ually inclofed it in
a fmall tube made after the manner of a weather-
glafs ; but that inftead of acquainting him with the
variations of the atmofphere, it fhewed him the qua-
lities of thofe perfons who entered the room where
it ftood. He affirmed alfo, that it rofe at the ap-

proach
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proach of a plume of feathers, an embroidered coat,
or a pair of fringed gloves; and that it fell as foon
as an ill-fhaped periwig, a clumfjr pair of fhoes, or
an unfathicnable coat came into his houfe. Nay, he
proceeded fo far as to aflure us, that upon his laugh-
ing aloud when he ftood by it, the ltquor mounted
very fenfibly, and immediately funk again upon his
Tooking ferious. In fhort, he told us, that he knew
very well by this invention whenever he had a man
of fenfe, or a coxcomb in his room.

Having cleared away the pericordium, or the cafe,
and liquor above mentioned, we came to the heart
itfelf. The outward furface of it was extremely flip-
pery, and the mucro, or point, fo very cold withal,
that upon endeavouring to take hold of it, 1t glided
through the fingers like a fmooth pmce of ice.

The fibres were turned and twilted in a more in-
tricate and perplexed manner than they are ufually
found in other hearts; infomuch that the whole heart
was wound up togcthcr in a Gordian knot, and muft
have had very irregular and unequal motions, whxlﬂ:
it was employed in its vital funétion.

One thing we thought very obfervable, namely,
that upon examining all the veflels that came into it
or iffued out of it, we could not difcover any com-
munication that it had with the ton

We could not but take notice likewile, that feve-
ral of thofe little nerves in the heart which are af-
fected by the fentiments of love, hatred and ‘other
paflions, did not defcend to this before us from the
brain, but from the mufcles which lie about the eye,

Upon weighing the heart in my hand, I found it
to be extremely light, and confequently very hollow,
which I did not wonder at, when, upon looking into
the i:ufide of it, I faw multitudes of cells and cavi-
ties running one within another, as our hiftorians
deferibe the apartments of Rofamond's bower. Se-
veral of thefe little hollows were fluffed with innu-
merable forts of trifles, which I fhall forbear giving
zny particular account of, and fhall therefore only

take
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brain, that it diffipated the fumes of fleep, and left

me in an inftant broad awake.

————— —
Tuefday, January 29, 1712 %,

Q §Xlata yn naveg, “ds csure m?o?g 11

Téis V83 sysoe lnwe § Menand; .

Dear native land; how do the good and wife
Thy happy clime and countlefs bleflings prize!

LOOK upon it as a peculiar happinefs, that were
1 to choofe of what religion I would be, and under
- what government I would live, I fhould moft cer=
tainly give the preference to that form of religion
and government whicH is eftablithed in my own
country. In this point I think I am determined by
reafon and conviction: but if I thall be told that I
am a&ted by prejudice, T am fure it is an honeft pre-
judice ; it'is a prejudice that arifes from the love of
my country, and therefore fuch an one as I will al-
ways indulge. I have in feveral Papers endeavoured
to exprefs my duty and efteem for the church of
England, and defign this as an eflay upon the civil
part of our conftitution, having often entertained my-
felf with refleftions on this fubjeé; which I have not
met with in other writers.

That form of government appears to me the moft
reafonable, which is moft conformable to the equahty
that we find in humannature, provided it be confiftent
with public peace and tranquillity. This is what may
properly be called liberty, which exempts one man
from fubjection to another fo far as the order and
eeconomy of government will permit.

Liberty fhould reach every individual of a people,
as they all fhare one common nature. If it only fpreads
among particular branches, there had better be none

* No, 287. at
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at all, fince fuch a liberty only aggravates the mif-
fortune of thofe who are deprived of it, by fetting
' before them a difagreeable fubje of comparifon.

This liberty is beft preferved where the legiflative
power is lodged in feveral perfons, efpecially if thofe
perfons are of different ranks and interefts; for where
they are of the fame rank, and confequently have
an intereft to manage peculiar to that rank, it differs
but little from a defpotical government in a fingle
perfon. But the greateft fecurity a people can have
for their liberty, is when the legiflative power is in
the hands of perfons fo happily diftinguithed, that
by providing for the particular interefts of their fe~
veral ranks, they are providing for the whole body
of the people; or in other words, when there is no
part of the people that has not a common intereft
with at leaft one part of the legiflators.

If there be but one body of legiflators, it is no
better than a tyranny : If there are only two, there
will want a cafting voice; and one of them muft at
length be fwallowed up by difputes and contentions
that will neceffarily arife between them. Four would
have the fame inconvenience as two; and a greater
number would caufe too much confufion. I could
never read a paffage in Polybius, and another in Ci-
cero, to this purpofe, without a fecret pleafure in
applying it to the Englifh conftitution, which it fuits
much better than the Roman. Both thefe great au-
thors give the pre-eminence to a mixt government,
confifting of three branches, the regal, the noble, and
the popular. They had doubtlefs in their thoughts
the conftitution of the Roman commonwealth, in which
the conful reprefented the king, the fenate the’nobles,
and the tribunes the people. This divifion of the
three powers in the Roman conftitution was by no
means fo diftinét and natural as it is in the Englifh
form of government, Among feveral objeétions that
might be made to it, I think the chief are thofe that
affeét the confular power, which had only the orna-
ments without the force of the regal authority. Their

Vo, III. Q number
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number had not a cafting voice in it; for which rea«
fon, if one did not chance to be employed abroad
while the other fat at home, the public bufinefs was
fometimes at a ftand, while the confuls pulled two
different ways in it. Befides, I do not find that the
confuls had ever a negative voice in the pafling of 2
law or decree of fenate; fo that indeed they were
rather the chief body of the nobility, or the firft
minifters of ftate, than a diftin@ branch of the fove-
reignty, in which none can be looked upon as a part,
who are not a part of the legiflature. Had the con-
fuls been invefted with the regal authority to as great
a degree as our monarchs, there would never have
been any occafions for a dictatorfhip, which had in
it the power of all the three orders, and ended in the
fubverfion of the whole conftitution.

Such an hiftory as that of Suetonius, which gives -
us a fucceffion of abfolute princes; is to me an un-
anfwerable argument againit defpotic power. Where
the prince is a man of wifdom and virtue, it is in-
deed happy for his people that he is abfolute; but
fince in the common ran of mankind, for one t.hat is
wife and good you find ten of a contrary charaéter,
it is very dangerous for a nation to ftand to its chance,
or to have its public happinefs or mifery depend on
the virtues or vices of a fingle perfon. Look into
the hiftory I have mentioned, ‘or into any feries of
abfolute princes, how many tyrants muft you read
. through, before you come to an emperor that is fup-
portable. But this is not all: An honeft private man
often grows cruel and abandoned, when converted
into an abfolute prince. Give a man power of do-
ing what he pleafes with impunity, you extinguith
his fear, and confequently overturn in him one of the
great pillars of morality. This too we find confirm-
ed by matter of fa. How many hopeful heirs ap-,
parent to grand empires, when in the poffeflion of
them, have become fuch monfters of luft and cruelty
as are a reproach to human nature,

Some
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Some tell us we ought to make our government on
earth like that in heaven, which, fay they, is alto~
gether monarchical and unhmited Was man like
his Creator in goodnefs and juftice, I fhould be for
following this great model ; but where goodnefs and
juftice are not effential to the ruler, I would by no
means put myfelf into his hands, to be difpofed of
according to his particular will and pleafure.

It is odd to confider the conne@tion between defpo-
tic government and barbarity, and how the making
of one perfon more than man, makes ‘the reft lefs.
Above nine parts of the world in ten are in the low-
eft ftate of flavery, and confequently funk in the moft
grofs and brutal ignorance. European flavery is in-
deed a ftate of liberty, if compared with that which
prevails in the other three divifions of the world ;
and therefore it is no wonder that thofe who grovel
under it, have many tracks of light among them,
of which the others are wholly deititute.

Riches and plenty are the natural fruits of liberty ;
and where thefe abound, learning and all the liberal
arts will immediately lift up their heads and flourith.
As a man muft have no flavifh fears. and apprehen-
fions hanging upon his mind, who will indulge the
ﬂ.lghts of fancy or fpecu]aﬂon, and pufh his refearches
into all the abftrufe corners of truth; fo it is necef-
fary for him to have about him a competency of ail
the conveniencies of life.

The firlt thing every one looks after, is to provide
himfelf with meceflaries. This point will engrofs *
our thoughts until it be fatisfied. If this is taken
care of to our hands, we look out  for pleafures and
amufements ; and among a great number of idle peo~
ple, there will be many whofe pleafures will lie dn
reading and contemplation. Thefe are the two great
fources of knowledge ; and as men grow- wife they
naturally love to communicate their difcoveries ; and
others, feeing the happinefs of fuch a learned life,
and improving by their converfation, emulate, imi-
iate, and furpafs one another, until a nation is filled

Q. 2 with
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with races of wife and underftanding perfons. Eafe
and plenty are therefore the great cherithers of know-
ledge : and as moft of the defpotic governments of
the world have neither of theiff, they are naturally
over-run with ignorance and barbarity. In Europe
indeed, notwithitanding feveral of its princes are ab-
folute, there are men famous for knowledge:and
learning ; but the reafon is, becaufe the fubjetts are
many of them rich and wealthy, the prince not think-
ing fit to exert himfelf in his full tyranny like the
princes of the eaftern nations, left his fubje&s fhould
be invited to new-mould their conflitution, having
fo many profpe&s of liberty within their view. But
in all defpotic governments, though a particular
prince may favour arts and letters, there is a natural
degeneracy of mankind; as you may obferve from
Anguftus’s reign, how the Romans loft themfelves
by degrees until they fell to an equality with the
moft barbarous nations that furrounded them. Look
upon Greece under its free ftates, and you would
think the inhabitants lived in different climates, and
under different heavens from thofe at prefent; fo dif-
ferent are the geniufes which are formed under Turk-
ifh flavery and Grecian liberty.

Befides poverty and want, there are other reafons
that debafe the minds of men who live under flavery,
though I look on this as the principal. This natural
tendency of defpotic power to ignorance and barba-
rity, though not infifted upon by others, is, I think,
an unanfwerable argument againft that form of go-
vernment, as it thews how repugnant it is to the
good of mankind, and the perfeGtion of human na-
ture, which ought to be the great ends of zll civil
inftitutions.
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Thur/day, January 31, 1711-12%,

Vite fumma brevis [pem nos vetat inchoare longam.
Hor. 1. Od. 1v. 15.

Life’s fpan forbids us to extend our cares,
And ftretch our hopes beyond our years.

CREECH.

PON taking my feat in a coffechoufe, I often
draw the eyes of the whole room upon me,
when in the hotteft feafons of news, and at a time
perhaps that the Dutch mail is juft come in, they
hear me afk the coffeeman for his laft week’s bill of
mortality. I find that I have been fometimes taken
on this occafion for a parifh fexton, fometimes for an
undertaker, and fometimes for a dodtor of phyfic.
In this, however, I am guided by the f{pirit of a phi-
lofopher, as I take occafion from hence to refleét up-
on the regular increafe and diminution of mankind,
and confider the feveral various ways through which
we pafs from life to eternity. I am very well pleaf-
ed with thefe weekly admonitions, that bring into
my mind fuch thoughts as ought to be the daily en-
tertainment of every reafonable creature; and can
confider with pleafure to myfelf, by which of thofe
deliverances, or, as we commonly call them, dif-
tempers, 1 may poflibly make my efcape out of this
world of forrows into that condition of exiftence,
wherein I hope to be happier than it is poffible for
me at prefent to conceive.
But this 1s not all the ufe I make of the above-
mentioned weekly paper. A bill of mortality is in
my opinion an unanfwerable argument for a Provi-

dence. How can we, without fuppofing ourfelves
* No. 28g. under
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under the conflant care of a Supreme Being,! gn
any poflible account for that nice proportion Whj
we find in every great city between the deaths and
births of its inhabitants, and between the number of
males nnd that of females who are brought into the
world ? What elfe could adjuft in fo exatt a manner
the recruits of every nation to its lofles, and divide
thefe new fupplies of people into fuch equal bodies
of both fexes ? Chance could never hold the balance
with fo fteady a hand. Were we not counted out by
an intelligent fupervifor, we fhould fometimes be
overcharged with multitudes, and at others wafte
away into a defert : we fhould be fometimes a populus
wivorum, as Florus elegantly exprefies it, a generation
of males, and at others a {pecies of women., We may
extend this confideration to every fpecies of living
creatures, and confider the whole animal world zs an
huge army made up of innumerable corps, if I may
ufe that term, whofe quotas have been kept entire
near five thoufand years, in fo wonderful a manner,
that there is not probably a fingle fpecies loft during
this long traét of time. Could we have general bills
of mortality of every kind of animals, or particular
ones of every fpecies in each continent and ifland, 1
counld almoft fay in every wood, marfh, or mountain,
what aftonithing inftances would they be of that
Providence which watches over all its works?

1 have heard of a great man in the Romifh church,

who, upon reading thofe words in the sth chapter of .

Genefis, “ And all the days that Adam lived were
¢ nine hundred and thirty years, and he died; and
¢ 2]l the days of Seth were nine hundred and twelve
¢ years, and he died ; and all the days of Methufe-
¢ Jah were nine hundred and fixty-nine years, and
¢« he died ;” immediately thut himfelf up in a con-
vent, and retired from the world, as not thinking
any thing in this life worth purfuing, which had not
regard to another.

The truth of it is, there is nothing in hiftory
which is fo improving to the reader as thofe accounts

which
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ich we meet with of the deaths of eminent per- .
[ons, and of their behaviour in that dreadful feafon.
I may allo add, that there are no parts in hiftory
which affeét and pleafe the reader in {o fenfible 2 man-
ner. Thereafon 1 take to be this; becaufe there is no
other fingle circumf{tance in the flory of any perfon,
which can poflibly be the cafe of every one who reads
it. A battle or a triumph are conjunétures in which
not one man in a million 1s hkely to be engaged :
But when we fee a perfon at the point of death, we
cannot forbear being attentive to every thing he fays
or does, becaufe we are fure that fome time or other
we fhall ourfelves be in the fame melancholy circum-
ftances. The general, the ftatefman, or the philofo-
~ pher, are perhaps charatters which we may never
aét in; but the dying man is one whom fooner or
later we fhall certainly refemble.

It is perhaps for the fame kind of reafon, that few
bocks written in Englith have been fo much perufed
as Dr. Sherlock’s difcourfe upon death; though at
the fame time I muft own that he who has not per-
ufed this excellent piece, has not perhaps read one
of the ftrongeft perfuafives to a religious life that
ever was written in any language. '

The confideration with which I fhall clofe thls
effay upon death, is one of the moft ancient and
moft beaten morals that has been recommended to
mankind. - But its being fo very common and fo
univerfally received, though it takes away from it
the grace of novelty, adds very much to the weight
of it, as it fhews that it falls in with the general fenfe
of mankind. In fhort, I would have every one con-
fider that he is in this life nothing more than a paf-
fenger, and that he is not to fet up his reft here, but
to keep an attentive eye upon that ftate of being to
which he approaches every moment, and which will
be for ever fixed and permanent. This fingle con-
fideration would be fufficient to extinguifh the bitter-
nefs of hatred, the thirft of Wit and the cruelty
of ambition.

Tam
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I am very much pleafed with the paffage of
phanes, a very ancient poet, who lived near an
dred years before Socrates, which reprefents the hfe
of man under this view, as I have here tranflated it
word for word. ¢ Be not grieved,” fays he, * a-
¢ bove meafure for thy deceafed friends. They are
¢ not dead, but have only finifhed that journey which
¢ it is neceflary for every one of us to take. We
¢ ourfelves muft go to that great place of reception
¢ in which they are all of them aflembled, and in .
¢ this general rendezvous of mankind live together
¢ in another ftate of being.”

I think I have in a former Paper taken notice of
thofe beautiful metaphors in {cripture, where life is
termed a pilgrimage, and thofe who pafs through it
are all called ftrangers, and fojourners upon earth, I
fhall conclude this with a ftory, which 1 have fome-
where read in the travels of Sir John Chardin. That
gentleman, after having told us that the inns which
receive the caravans in Perfia and the Eaftern coun-
tries are called by the name of caravanfaries, gives
us a relation to the following purpofe.

A Dervife travelling through Tartary, being ar-
rived at the town of Balk, went into the king’s pa-
lace by miftake, as thinking it to be a public inn, or-
caravanfary. Having looked about him for fome
time, he entered into a long gallery, where he laid
down his wallet, and fpread his carpet, in order to
repofe himfelf upon it, after the manner of the Eaftern
nations. He had not been long in this pofture before
he was difcovered by fome of the guards, who alked
him what was his bufinefs in that place? The Der-
vife told them he intended to take up his night’s lodg-
ing in that caravanfary. The guards let him know,
in a very angry manner, that the houfe he was in
was not a caravanfary, but the king’s palace. It
happened that the king himfelf paffed through the
gallery during this debate, and {miling at the miftake
of the Dervife, afked him how he could poflibly be
fo dull as not to diftinguifh a palace from a caravan-

fary ?

~

~
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fan@ Sir, fays the Dervife, give me leave to afk
your'Majefty a queftion or two. Who were the
perfons that lodged in this honfe when it was firft
built? The king replied, His anceftors. And who,
fays the Dervife, was the laft perfon that lodged here?
The king replied, His father. And who is it, fays
the Dervife, that lodges here at prefent? The king
told him, that it was he himfelf. And who, fays the
Dervife, will be here after you? The king anfwered,
The young prince his fon. “ Ah, Sir, faid the Der=
‘ vife, a houfe that changes its inhabitants fo often,
¢ and receives fuch a perpetual fucceflion of guefls,
“ is notia palace but a caravanfary.”

Tuefday, February s, 1712 %,

Tacsy yup codeovcs evgepeaysss TGN,
Frae. Vet. Poet:

The prudent ftill have fortune on their fide.

HE famous Gracian, in his little book wherein
he lays down maxims for a man’s advancing
himfelf at court, advifes his reader to aflociate him-
felf with the fortunate, and to fhun the company of
the unfortunate; which, notwithftanding the bafenefs
of the precept to an honeft mind, may have fome-
thing ufeful in it for thofe who pufh their intereft
in the world. It is certain, a great part of what we
call good or ill fortune rifes out of right or wrong
meafutes and {chemes of life. When I hear 2 man
gomplain of his being unfortunate in all his under-
takings, I fhrewdly fufpe@ him for a very weak man
in his affairs; In conformity with this way of think-
ing, Cardinal Richlieu ufed to fay that unfortunate
and imprudent were but two words for the fame
Vou. III. R thing.
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thing. As the cardinal himf{elf had a great fthare |
of prudence and good fortune, his famous antagos
the Count d’Olivarez was dilgraced at the court of
Madrid, beeaufe it-was alleged againft him that he
Liad never any foceefs it his undertakings. This,
fays an eminent author,’ was indireftly accufing him
of improdence. © o

Cicerb recommended Pompey to the Romans for
their general upon three accouats; as he ;was a man
of eonrage, conduét, and good fortune. It was per-
haps for the reafon above mentioned, namely, that
a feries of good fortune fuppofes a prudent manage-

ment in the perfon whom it befals, that inot only

Sylla the di@tator, but feveral of the Roman emper-
ors, as is flill to be feen upon their medals, among
their other titles, gave themfelves that of Selix or
fortunate. The heathens, indeed, feem to have va-
lued a man more for his good for-t‘uue than for any
other quality, which I think is very natural for thefe
who have not a frrong belief of another weorld., For
how can 1 conceive a man crowned ‘with any diftin-
guithing bleflings, that has nét fome extrdordinary
fund of merit and perfeétion in him, which lies open
to the fupreme eye, though perhaps it is not difco-
vered by my obfervation? What is the reafon Ho-
mer’s and Virgil’s heroes do not form a refolution or
{ftrike a blow without the condut and dire@ion of
“fome deity 2 Doubtlefs; becaufe the poets efteemed
it the greateft honour to be favoured by the gods,
and thought the beft way of praifing a man: was to
recount thofe favours which naturally implied an ex-
traordinary merit in the per:[bn on whom they de-
{fcended.
Thofe who belleve a future ftate of rewards and

punithments a& very abfurdly if they form their,

opinions of a man’s merit from his fucceffes. But
certainly, if I thought the whole circle of our being
was concluded between our births and deaths, I fhould
think a man’s good fortune the meafure and ftandard
of his real merit, fince Providence would have no

opportumty
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epportunity of rewarding his virtue and perfe&ions
but in the prefent life. A virtuouns unbeliever, who
lies under the preflure of misfortunes, has reafon to
cry out, as they fay Brutus did a little before his
death : * O wvirtue, 1 have worfhipped thee as a fub-
¢ ftantial good ; but I find thon art an empty name.”

But to return to our firft point. Though prudence
does undoubtedly in a great meafure produce our
good or ill fortune in the world, it is certain there
are many unforefeen accidents and ccentrences which
very often pervert the finéft {chemes that can be laid
by human wildom. ¢ The race is notalways to the

‘¢ fwift, nor the battle to the ftrong.”” Nothing lefs

than infinite wifdom can have an abfolute command
over fortune ; the highefl degree of it which man
can poflefs, is by no means equal to fortuitous events,
and to fuch contingencies as may arife in the profe~
cution of our affairs.- Nay, it very often happens,
that prudence, which has always in it a great mix.
ture of caution, hinders'a man from being fo for-
tunate as he might poflibly have been withoutit. A
perfon who only aims at what islikely to fucceed, and
follows clofely the diftates of human prudence, ne-
ver meets with thefe great and unforefeen fuccefles
which are often the effe® of a fanguine temper, or
a more happy rafhnefs ; and this perhaps may be the
reafon, that, according to the common obfervation,
Fortune, like other females, delights rather in fa-
vouring thg young than the old.

Upen the whole, fince man is fo fhort-fighted a
creature, and the accidents which may happen to
him fo various, I cannot but be of Dr. Tillotfon’s
opinion in another cafe, that were there any doubt of
Providence, yet it certainly would be very defirable

* there fhould be fuch a Being of infinite wifdom and

goodnefs, on whofe dire@tion we might rely in the
conduét of human life.

It is a great prefumption to afcribe our fuccefles to
our own management, and not to efleem ourfelves
upon'any blefling, ratheras it is the bounty of hea-

R 2 ven
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ven than the acquifition of our own prudence. Tam
very well pleafed with a medal which was firuck by
Queen Elizabeth a little after the defeat of the in-
vincible armada, to perpetuate the memory of that
extraordinary event. It is well known how the king
of Spain, and others who were the enemies of that
great princefs, to derogate from her glory, aferibed
the ruin of their fleet rather to the violence of ftorms
and tempefts than to the bravery of the Englifh.
Queen Elizabeth, inftead of looking upon this as a
diminution of her honour, valued herfelf upon fuch
a fignal favour of Providence, and accordingly you
fee in the reverfe of the medal above mentioned,
has reprefented a fleet beaten by a tempeft, and fall-
ing foul upon one another, with that religious in-
feription, A’_z?lnmt Déus, et diffipantur. ** He blew
¢ with his wind, and they were fcattered.”

It is rcmarke& of a famous Grecian general, whofe
name I cannot at prefent recolleét, and who had been
a particular favourite of fortune, that, upon recount-
ing his victories among his friends, he added at the
end of feveral great aétions, * And in this fortune
“ had no thare.” After which it is obferved in hifs
tory, that he never profpered in any thing he under-
took.

As arrogance and a conceitednefs of our own abi.
lities are very fhocking and offenfive to men of fenfe
and virtue, we may be fure they are highly difplea-
fing to that Being who delights in an humble mind,
and by feveral of his difpenfations feems purpofely
te fhew us that our own {chemes or prudence have
no fhare in our advancements,

Since on this fubjeét I have already admitted feve-
ral quotations which have occurred to my memory
upon writtng this Paper, I will conclude it with a
little Perfian fable. A drop of water fell out of a
cloud into the fea, and finding itfelf loft in fuch an
immenfity of fluid matter, broke out into the fol-
lowing reflettion: ¢ Alas! What an inconfiderable
#¢ creature am I in this prodigious ocean of waters ;

5
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% my exiftence is of no concarn to the univerfe; I
‘¢ am reduced to a kind of nothing, and am lefs than
¢¢ the leaft of the works of God.”” Tt fo happened
that an oy{’cer, which lay in the nclghbomhood of
this drop, chanced to gape and fwallow it up in the
midift of this its humble foliloquy. The drop, fays
the fable, lay a great while hardening in the thell,
until by degrees it was ripened into a pearl, which
falling into the hands of a diver, after a long feries
of adventures, is at prefent that famous pearl which
is fixed on the top of the Perfian diadem.

Thur/day, February 7, 1711-12 *.

Prodiga non fentit pereuniem feming cenfum :
y At welut exhaufla redivivus pullulet arca
Nurinmus, et e pleno femper tollatur acervo,
Non unquam reputat quanti fibi gaudia conflant.
Juv, Sat. vi. 361.

But womankind, that never knows a mean,
Down to the dregs their finking fortunes drain :
Hourly they give, and {pend, and wafte, and wear,
And think no pleafure can be bought too dear.
DRryDEN.
¢ Mr SPECTATOR,
i I AM turned of my great climaéteric, and am
naturally a man of a meek temper. About
¢ a dozen years ago 1 was married, for my fins, to
# a young woman of a good family, and of an high
¢ fpirit; but could not bring her to clofe with me,
¢¢ before I had entered into a treaty with her long-
¢ er than that of the grand alliance. Among other
¢ articles, it was therein flipulated, that fhe thould
¢ have 4o0l.! a year for pin-morey, which I ob-
¢ liged myfelf to pay quarterly into the hands of
¢ one who afted as her plenipotentiary in that affair.
* No. 2g5. ¢ I have
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% I have ever fince religioufly obferved my part in
¢ this folemn agreement. Now, Sir, fo it is that

“ the lady has had feveral children fince I married |

¢ her; to which, if I fheuld credit our malicious

. % neighbours, her piz-smoney has not a little contri-
¢ buted. The education of thefe my children, who,
.“ contrary to my expeéiation, are born to me every
¢ year, firaitens me fo much that 1 have begged
¢ their mother to frec me from the obligation of the
“ above mentioned pin-money, that it may go towards
“ making a provifion for her family. This propo-

- ¢ f1] makes her noble blood fwell in her veins; in-
¢ fomuch, that finding me a little tardy in her laft
“ guarter’s payment, fhe threatens me every day to
¥ arreft me; and proceeds {o far as to tell me, that
“ if Tdo not do her juftice, F fhall die ina jail. To
¢ this fhe adds, when her paflion will let her argue
¢ calmly, that fhe hgs feveral play-debts on her
¢ hand, which muft be difcharged very fuddenly,
¢ and that fhe cannot lofe her money as becomes a
* woman of her fafhion, if fhe makes me any abate-
# ment in this article. I hope, Sir, you will take
¢ an occafion from hence to give your opinion upon
¢ afubjeft which you have not yet touched, and in-
“ form us if there are any precedents for this ufage
“ among our ancefters; or whether you find any
« mention of pin-meney in Grotius, Puffendorf, or
¢ any other of the civilians.

¢ T am ever the humbleft of your admi.fcrs,

¢ Josiam Frisere, Efq.”

As there is no man living who isa more profefled
advocate for the fair-fex than myfelf, {o there is none
that would be more unwilling to invade any of their
ancient rights and privileges; but as the do&trine of
Lin-money 15 of a very late date, unknown toour
great grandmotheys, and not yet reccived by many
of our modern ladies, I think itis for the intereft of
both fexes to keep it from {preading,

Mr.
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Mr. Fribble may mot perhaps be much miftaken
where he intimates, that the fupplying of a man’s
wife with pin-money is farnifhing her with arms
againft himfelf, and in a manner becoming acceflary
to his own dithonour, We may indeed generally
obferve; that in proportion as a woman 1is more or
lefs beautiful, and her hufband advanced in years, fhe
ftands in need of a greater or lefs number of pins,
and upon a treaty of marriage rifes or falls in' her
demands accordingly. It muft likewife be owned,
that high quality in a miftrels does very much in-
flame this article in the marriage-reckoning.

But where the age and circumftances of both par-
ties are pretty much upona level, T cannot but think
the infifting upon pin-money is very extraordinary ;
and yet we find feveral matches broken off upon this
very head. What would a foreigaer, or one who
is a ftranger to this pradtice, think of a lover that
forfakes his muftrefs, becaufe he is not willing to
keep her in pins ? But what would he think of the
miftrels, fheuld he be informed, that fhe afks five or
fix hundred pounds a year forthis ufe? Should a
man unacquainted with our cuftoms be told the fums
svhich are allowed in Great Britain under the title of
pin-money, what a prodigious confumption of pins
would he think there was in this ifland? “ A pina
day, fays our frugal proverb, is a groat a year;” fo -
that, according to this calculation, my friend Frib-
ble’s wife muft every year make ufe of ez.ght mil-
lions fix hundred and forty thoufand neww pm.r

I am not ignorant that our Britifh ladies allege
they comprehend under this general term feveral
other convenieneies of life : T could therefore wifh,
for the honour of my conntry-women, that they had
called it needle-money, which might have Jmphed fome-
thing of good houfewifery, and not have given the
malicious world occafien to think, that drefs and
trifles have always the uppermoft place ina woman’s

thonghts.
I know



136 SPECTATOR.

I know feveral of my fair readers urge in defence
of this praftice, that it is but a neceflary provifion
they make for themfelves in cafe their hufband proves
a churl or a mifer; fo that they confider this allow-
ance as a kind of alimony, which they may lay their
claim to without a&tually feparating from their huf-
bands.  But with fubmiffion, I think 2 woman who
will give up herfelf to 2 man in marriage where
there is the leaft room for fuch an apprehenfion, ‘and
truft her perfon to one whom fhe will not rely on for
the common neceflaries of life, may very proper-
1y be accufed (in the phrafe of an homely proverh)
of being ¢ penny wife and pound foolifh.”

it is obferved of over cautious generals, that they
never engage in a battle without fecunng a retreat,
in cafe the event fhould not anfwer their expe&tations.
On the other hand, the greateft conquerors have burnt
their fhips, or broke down the bridges behind them,
us being determined either to fucceed or die in the
engagement. In the fame manner, I fhould very much
fufped a woman who takes fuch precautions for her
retreat, and contrives methods how the may live hap-
pily without the affetion of one to whom fhe joins
herfelf for life. Seperate purfes between man and
wife are in my opinion as unnatural as feperate
beds. A marriage cannot be happy, where the pleafls
ures, inclinations and interefts of both parties are
not the fame. There is no greater incitement to love
in the mind of man than the fenfe of a perfon’s de-
pending upon him for her eafe and happinefs; as a
woman ufes all her endeavours to pleale the perfon
whom fhe looks upon as her henour, her comfort
and her fupport.

For this reafon, T am not very much furprifed at
the behaviour of a rough country fquire, who, being
not a little fhocked at the proceeding of a young wi-
dow that would not recede from her demands of pin-
nisney, was fo enraged at her mercenary temper, that
he told her in great wrath, “ As much as fhe thought
¢ him her flave, he would fhew all the world he did

“ not
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* not care a pin for her.,” Upon which he flew out
of the room, and never {aw her more.

Socrates, in Plato’s Alcibiades;, fays he was in-
formed by one who had travelled through Perfia, that
as he pafled over a great tra& of lands, and enquired
what the name of the place was, they told him it
was the ¢ Queen’s Girdle ;” to which he adds, that
another wide field which lay by it, was called the
¢ Queen’s Veil ;”” and that in the fame manner there
was a large portion of ground fet afide for every part
of her majefty’s drefs. Thefe lands might not im-
properly be called the Queen of Perfia’s pin-money.

I remember my friend Sir Roger, who I dare fay
never read this paffage in Plato, told me fome time
fince, that upon his courting the perverfe widow (of
whom I have given an account in former papers) he
had difpofed of an hundred acres in a diamond ring,
which he would have prefented her with, had fhe
thought fit to accept it; and that upon her wedding-
day fhe fhould have carried on her head fifty of the
talleft oaks upon his eftate. He further informed
me, that he would have given her a coal-pit to keep
her in clean linen ; that he would have allowed her
the profits of a windmill for her fans, and have pre
fented her once in three years with the fhearing of
his fheep for her under petticoats. To which the
knight always adds, that though he did not care for
fine clothes himfelf, there thould not have been a wo-
man in-the country better dreffed than my Lady Co-
verley. Sir Roger perhdps may in this, as well
as in many other of his devices, appear fomething
odd and fingular; but if the humour of pin-money
prevails, I think it would be very proper for every
gentleman of an eftate to mark out fo many acres of
it under the title of ke Pins, ]

Vor. III. B
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Tuefday, February 12, 1711-12 %,

]lfafo wm.:f fmm, quam e, Cafr:e-’rg, matfr
Gracchorum, fi cur magnis virtutibus offers

~ Grande jupnc;b wi, et numeros in dote triumphos :
Tolle tuumy precor, Annivalem, victumque Syphacens
"In caflyis ; et cum tola Car!ﬁa"me migra.

Juv. Sat. vi. 166.

" Some country girl, fearce to _a_Cill“t_fj’ bred,
~Would T much rather than Cornelia wed,
*If fupercilious, haughty, proud, and vain,
She brought her father’s toumphs. in her train.
_Away with all your Cart'ﬂagml.an {late ; ;

~ Let \:mqulﬁl d Hannibal without doors wait, g
- Too bulky and too big to pafs my narrow gate.

: DRYDEN.

[ T 1s obferved, that 2 man improves more by read-
ing the ftory of a perfon eminent for prudence
and virtue, than by the fineft rules and precepts of
morality. In the fame manner a reprefentation of
thofe calamities and misfortunes which a weak man
{ufers f'rom wrong meafures and ill-concerted fchemes
of life, is apt to make a deeper impreflion upon our
minds than the wifeft maxims and inftruétions that
can be glven us, for avmdlng the like follies and in-
difcretions in our own private condud,. Itis for this
reafon that I Ia}' before my reader the following let-
ter, and leave it with him to make his own ufe of it,
without adding any refle@tions of my own upon the
fubje& matter.

“ Mr
* No. 299.
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£ Muri SPEGTATOR, i
Aving carefully perufed a letter fent yon by
Jofiah Fribble, Efq. with-your fubfequent

“difeourfe upon pin-money, 1 do prefume to trouble
‘you with an account of my own cafe, which I

#ook upon to be no lefs deplorable than that of
Squire Fribble.. I am a perfon' of no extrafien,
having begun' the world with ‘a fmall parcel of
rufty iron, and was for fome years commonly
known by the name of Jack Anvil. I have
naturally a very happy genius for getting money ;
infomuch that by the age of five and twenty I had
feraped together four thoufand two hundred pounds
five fhillings and'a few odd pence. 1 then launch-
ed out into confiderable bufinefs, and became az
bold trader both by:fea and land, which in a few
years raifed me a very great fortune. For thefe

' my good fervices I was knighted in the thirty-fifth

year of my age, and lived with' great dzgmty“
among my city neighbours by the name of Sir
John Anvil. Being in my temper very ambitious,
I was now bent upon making 2 family ; and I ac-
cordingly refolved that my defcendants fhould have

- adath of good blood in theirveins. In order to

this I made love to the Lady Mary Oddly, an in-
digent young woman of quality. To cut fhort
the marriage treaty, 1 threw her a carte blanche,
as our newlpapers call it, defiring her to write ap-
on it her own terms. She was very concife in her
demands, infifting only that the difpofal of my for-
tune, and the regulation of my family fhould: be

~entirely in her hands. Her father and brothers

appeared exceedingly averfe to this match, and
would not fee' me for fome time; but at pre{cnt
are fo well reconciled that they dine with me almoft
every day, and have borrowed confiderable fums
of me, which my Lady Mary very often twits me
with when the would fhew me how kind her rela-
tions are to me. She had no portion, as I told you

Sa ¢ hefore;
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before; but what fhe wanted in fortune, the makes
up in fpirit.  She at firft changed my name to Sir
John Enville ;' and at prefent writés herfelf Mary
Enville. I have had fome children by her, whom
the has chriftened with the firnames of her fa-
mily, in order, as fhe tells me, to wear outithe
homelinefs of their parentage by the fathér’s
fide. ‘Our eldeft fon is the honourable Oddly En-
ville, Efq. and our eldeft daughter® Harriet En-
ville. Upon her firft coming into my family, fhe
turned off a parcel of very careful fervants, who
had been long with me, and introduced in their
ftead a couple of blackamoors, and three or four
very genteel fellows in laced liveries, befides her
French-woman, who is perpetually making a noife
in the houfe in a language which nobody under-
flands except my Lady Mary. She next fet her-
felf to reform every room of my houfe, having
glazed all my chimney-pieces with looking-glaffes,
and planted every corner with fuch heaps of china,
that I am obliged to move about my own houfewith
the greateft caution and circumfpeétion, for fear of
hurting fome of our brittle furniture. She makes
an illumination once a week with wax candles in
one of the largeft rooms, in order, as fhe phrafes
it, to fee company. At which time fhe always
defires me to be abroad, or to confine myfelf to
the cock-loft, that I may not difgrace her among
ber vifitants of quality. Her footmen, as I told
you before, are fuch beaus that I do not much
care for alking them queftions; when I do, they
anfwer me with a faucy frown, and fay that every
thing which 1 find feult with was done by Lady
Mary’s order. She tells me, that fhe intends they
fhall wear {words with their next liveries, having
lately obferved the footmen of two or three per-
fons of quality hanging behind the coach with
fwords by their fides. As foon as the firft honey-
moon was over, I reprefented to her the unreafon-
ablenefs of thofe daily innovations which the made

(13 iﬂ
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in my family : but fhe told me, I was no longet
to confider myfelf as Sir John Anvil, but as her
hufband ; and added with a frown, that I did not
feem to know who the was. I was furprifed to be
treated thus, after fuch familiarities as had paffed
between us. But the has fince given me to know,
that whatever freedoms fhe may fometimes indulge
me in, fhe expeéts in general to be treated with the
refpet that is due to her birth and guality. Our
children have been trained up from their infancy
with fo. many accounts of theitr mother’s family,
that they know the flories of all the great men
and women it has produced., Their mother tells
them, that fuch an one commanded in fuch a {ea-
engagement ; that their grandfather had a horfe fhot
under him at Edge-hill ; that their uncle was at
the fiege of Buda; and that her mother danced in'
a ball at court with the Dunke of Monmouth;
with abundance of fiddle-faddle of the fame na-
ture. I was the other day a little out of coun-
tenance at a queftion of my little danghter Harriet,
who afked me with a great deal of innocence, why
I never told them of the generals and admirals
that had been in.my family? As for my eldeft
fon Oddly, he has been fo fpirited up by his mo-
ther, that if he does not mend his manners, I fthall
go near to difinherit him. He drew his fword up-
on me hefore he was nine years old, and told me
that he expedted to be ufed like a gentleman. Up-
on my offering to corre& him for his infolence,
my Lady Mary ftept in between us, and'told me,
that T ought to confider there was fome difference
between his mother and mine. She is perpetually
finding out the features of her own relations in
every one of my children ; though, by the way,
I have a little chubfaced boy as like me as he can
ftare, if I durft fay fo. But what moft angers me,
when fhe fees me playing with any of them upon
my knee, fhe has begged me more than- once to
“ converfe
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converfe with the children as little as poflible, that
they may not learn any of my awkward tricks.

* Youn muft further know, fince I am opening my
heart to you, that fhe thinks herfelf my fuperior
in fenfe as much as the is in quality, and therefore
treats me like a plain well-meaning man who does
not know the world,  She diftates to mie in/‘my
own bufinefs, fets me right in point of trade; and
if 1 difagree with her about any of my thips at
fea, wonders that I will difpute with her, when I
know very well that her great grandfather ‘was a
flag ‘officer.

To complete my fufferings, fhe has teafed  me for
this quarter of a year laft paft to remove into one
of ‘the fquares at the other end of the town, pro-
mifing for my encouragement that I fhall have as
good a cock-loft as any gentleman in the fquare;
to which the honourable Oddly Enville, Efq.«al-
ways adds, like a jackanapes as he is, that he hopes
it will be aswnear the court as poflible.

¢ In fhort, Mr. Speftator, T am fo much out of
natural element, that to recover my old way of
life, T would be content to begin the world again,
and be plain Jack Anvil: but, alas! I am in for
life, and am hound to fuhfcnbe myfe]_f with great
forrow of heart,

% Your humble fervant,

¢ Jonn ENVILLE, Kat,”
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- Tuefday, February :9, 1711-12 *. |

Non tali auxilio, nec defenforibus iflis
Tempus eget

——

Vire, Zn. ii.ever. §21.

Thefe times want other aids.
- DryYDEX.

UR late new{papers being full of the projeét

now on foot in the court of France, for efta-

blithing a political academy, and I myfelf having re-
ceived letters from feveral virtuofos among my fo-
reign correfpondents, which give fome light into that
affair, I'intend to make it the fubje& of this day’s
Speculation. A general account of this projeét may
be met with in the Daily Courant of laft Friday, in
the following words, tranflated from the gazette of
Amfterdam.
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¢ Paris, February 12. It is confirmed that the

king has refolved to eftablifl 2 new academy for
politics, of which the Marguis de Torcy, minifter
and fecretary of ftate, is to be proteétor : Six aca-
demicians are to be chofen, endowed with proper
talents for beginning to form this academy, into
which no perfon is to be admitted under twenty-five
yearsofage: They muft likewife have each an eftate
of two thoufand Livres a year, either in pofleffion, or
to come to them by inheritance. The king will
allow to each a penfion of a thoufand livres. They
are likewife to have able mafters to teach them the
neceflary fciences, and to inftruét them in all the
treaties of peace, alliance and others which have
been made in feveral ages paft. Thefe members
are to meet twice a week at the Louvre. From
this feminary are to be chofen fecretaries to em-

% No.-305.” ¢ baffies,



144 SPECTATOR.

¢ baflies, who by degrees may advance to higher
¢ employments.”

Cardinal Richlieu’s politics made France the terror
of Europe. The ftatelmen who have appeared in
that nation of late years have on the contrary ren-
dered it either the pity or contempt of its neighbours.
The Cardinal erefted that famous academy which
has carried all the parts of polite learning to the
greateft height. His chief defign in that inftitution,
was to divert the men of genius from meddling with
politics ; a province in which he did not care to have
any one elfe to interfere with him. On the contrary,
the Marquis de Torcy feems refolved to make feveral
young men in France as wife as himfelf, and is there-
fore taken up at prefent in eftablithing a nurfery of
ftatefmen.

Some private letters add, that there will alfo be

-erefted a feminary of petticoat politicians, who are
tg be bronght up at the feet of Madam de Maintenon,
and to be difpatched into foreign courts upon- any
emergencies of ftate. But as the news of this laft pro-
ject has not been yet confirmed, I fhall take no far-
ther notice of it.

Several of my readers may doubtlefs remember,
that upon the conclufion of the laft war, which
had been carried on fo fuccefsfully by the ene-
my, their generals were many of them transform-

. &d into ambaffadors : But the condu& of thofe who
have commanded in the prefent war, has, it feems,
braught fo little honour and advantage to their great
monarch, that he is reflolved to truft his affairs no
longer in the hands of thofe military gentlemen.

The regnlations of this new academy veriy much
deferve our attention. The ftudents are to have, in
polleflion or reyerfion, an eftate of two thoufand French
Yivres per annum, which, as the prefent exchange runs,
will amount to at leaft one hundred and twenty-fix
pounds Englifh. This, with the royal allowance of
a thoufand livres, will enable them to find themfelves

iz coffee and fonff; not to mention news-papers, pens
“and
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and ink, wax and wafers, with the like neceflaries
for politicians.

A man muft be at leaft five-and-twenty befcre he
can be initiated into the myfteries of this academy,
though there is no queftion but many grave perfons
of 2 much more advanced age, who have been con-
ftant readers of the Paris gazette, will be glad to be-
gin the world anew, and enter themielves upon this
1ift of politicians.

The fociety of thefe hopeful young gentlemen is
to be under the direGtion of fix profeflors, who, it
feems, are to be fpeculative flatefmen, and drawn
out of the body of the royal academy. Thefe fix
wife mafters, according to my private letters, are to
have the following parts allotted them.

The firfl is to inftruct the ftudents in State Leger-
demain, as how to take off the imprefiion of a feal, to
{plit a wafer, to open a letter, to fold it up again, with
other the like ingenious feats of dexterity and art.
When the ftudents have accomplifthed themfelves in
this part of their profeflion, they are to be dehvcred
into the hands of their fecond inftruétor, who is o*
kind of pofture-mafter.

This artift is to teach them how to nod judiciouily,
to fhrug up their fhoulders in a dubious cafe, to con-
nive with either eye, and in 2 word, the whole prac-
tice of political grimace.

The third is a fort of language mafter, who is to
inftruét them in the ftile proper for a foreign minifter
in his ordinary difcourfe. And to the end that this
college of ftatefmen may be thoroughly pradtifed in
the political ftile, they are to make ufe of it in their
common converfation, before they are employed either
in foreign or domeftic affairs. If one of them afks
another what o’clock it is, the other is to anfwer him
iudi.re&ly, and if poffible, to turn off the queftion.
If be is defired to change a Louis d’or, he: muft beg
time to confider of it. If it be enqulred of him,
whether the king is at Verfailles or Marli, he muft
anfwer in a whifper. If he be afked the news of the

Vor. 11k i late
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Iate gazette, or the fubjed of a proclamation, he is
to reply that he has not yet read it; or if he does
ot care for explaining himfelf fo far, he needs only
draw his brow up i wrmkles, or clevate the left
{houlder.

. The fourth profeﬁbr i to seach the i swhole iart. of
pollucal charafters and hieroglyphics ; and to the
end that they may be perfeft allo in this praétice,
they are not to fend a note to one .another (though
it be but to borrow a Tacitus, or a Machiavel) which
is not written in cypher.

Their fifth profeflor, it is thought, will be chofen
out of the fociety of Jefuits, and is to be well read in
the controverfies of probable doirines, mental re-
{fervations, and the rights of princes, This learned
man is to inftrué& them in the grammar, {yntax, and
conftruing part of Treaty Latin ; how to diftinguifh
between the {pirit and the letter, and likewife de-
monftrate how the fame form of words may lay an
obligation upon any prince in Europe, different from
that which it lays upon his moft Chriftian Majefty.
‘He is likewife to teach them the art of finding flaws,
loop-holes, and evafions, in the moft folemn compaés,
and particularly a great Rabbinical fecret, revived
of late by the fraternity of Jefuits, namely, that con-
tradiftory interpretations of the fame article may
both of them be true and valid.

When our ftatefmen are fufficiently improved by
thefe feveral inflru@ors, they are to receive their laft
polifhing from one who is to at among them as
mafter of the ceremonies. This gentleman is to give
them leftures upon the important points of  the
Elbow Chair, and the Stair-Head ; to inftru& them
in the different fituations: of the right-hand ; and to
furnifh them with bows and inclinations of all fizes,
meafures and proportions. In fhort, this profefor
is to give the fociéty their ftiffening, and infufe into
their manners that beautiful political ftarch, which
may qualify: them for levees, conferences, v1ﬁts, and
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make them fhing in what vulgar minds’ are apt to
look upon as trifles.

I have not yet heard any farther particulars which
are to be obferved in this fociety of unfledged flatef-
men ; but I muft confefs, had I a fon of five-and-
twenty, that fhould take it into his head at that age
to fet up for a politician, I think I fhould go near to
difinherit him for a blockhead. Befides, I fhould be
apprehenfive left the fame arts which are to enable
him to negotiate between potentates, might a little
infe& his ordinary behaviour between man and man.
There is no queftion but thefe young Machiavels will
in a little time turn their college upfide-down with
plots and ftratagems, and lay as many fchemes to
circumvent one anotherin a frog or fallad, as they
may hereafter put in practice to over-reach a neigh-
bouring prince or ftate.

We are told that the Spartans, though they pu-
nifhed theft in their young men when it was difcover-
ed, looked upon it as honourable if it fucceeded. Pro-
vided the conveyance was clean and unfufpefted, a
youth might afterwards boaft of it, This, fay the
hiftorians, was to keep them fharp, and to hinder
them from being impofed upon, either in public or
private negotiations. Whether any fuch relaxations
of morality, fuch little joux d¢fprit, ought not to be
allowed in this intended feminary of politicians, I {hall
leave to the wifdom of their founder.

In the mean time we have fair warning given us
by this doughty body of ftatefmen: and as Sylla faw
many Mariufes in Ceefar; fo I think we may difcover
many Toreys in this college of academicians. What-
ever we think of ourfelves, I am afraid neither our
Smyrna or St. James’s will be a match for it. Our
coffee-houfes are indeed very good inftitutions ; but
whether or no thefe our Britifh fchools of politics
may furnifh out as able envoys and fecretaries as an
academy that is fet apart for that purpofe, will de-
ferve our ferions confideration, efpecially if we re-
amember that our country is more famous for pro-

Tz ducing
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ducing men of integrity than flatefmen: And that
on the contrary, French truth and Britith policy
make a confpicuous fignre in nothing ; as the Earl
of Rochefter has very well obferved in his admirable
poem upen that barren fubjeét.

Tuefday, February 26, 1712 *.

Nec Veneris pharetris macer eft, aut lampade fervet :
Inde faces ardent, veniuni a dote fagitie.
.Juv. Sat.vi. ver. 137.

He fighs, adores, and courts her every hour :
‘Who would not do as much for fuch a dower?
' DrybEN.

% Mr. SPECTATOR,

¢ T AM amazed that among all the variety of cha-
«“ § ra&ters with which you have enriched your
¢ fpeculations, you have never given us a pifture of
¢ thofe audacions young fellows among us, who
“ commonly go by the name of Fortune-Stealers.
“ Youn muft know, Sir, I am one who live in a con-
¢ tinual apprehenfion of this fort of people that lie
“ in wait day and night for our children, and may
¢ be confidered as a kind of kidnappers within the
¢ law. I am the father of a young heirefs, whom
¢ T begin to look upon as marriageable, and who
¢ has looked upon herfelf as fuch for above thefe fix
¢ years. She is now in the eighteenth year of her
¢ age. The fortune-huaters have already caft their
¢ eyes upon her, a.d ta  care to plant themfelves
 in her view whenever fhe appears in any public
¢ aflembly. Ihave myfelf caught a young jackanapes
« with a pair of filver fringed gloves in the very fa&.
* You muft know, Sir, I have kept her as a prifoner

* No. 311, “ of
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4 of ftate ever fince fhe was in her teens.. Her
¢ chamber windows are crofs-harred ; the is not
* permitted to go out of the houfe but with her
¢ keeper, who is a ftayed relation of my own: I
¢ have likewife forbid her the ufe of pen and ink for
“ this twelvemonth laft paft ; and do not fuffer a
¢ band-box to be carried into her room before it has
““ been fearched. Notwithitanding thefe precautions,
1 amat my wits end for fear of any fudden fur-
¢ prife. There were two or three nights ago fome
¢ fiddles heard in the flreet, which I am afraid por-
‘¢ tend me no good ; not tb mention a tall Irifhman
¢ that has been feen walking before my houfe more
‘ than once this winter. | My kinfwoman “likewife
‘ informs me, that the girl has talked to her' twice
¢ or thrice of a young gentleman in a fair wig, and
‘“that fhe loves to go to church more than ever the
‘ fhe did in her life. She gave me the flip about a
“ week ago, upon which my whole houfe was in
“ alarm. I immediately difpatched a hue and cry
‘¢ after her to the ’Change to her mantua-maker, and
* to the young Ladies that vifit her; but after above
‘“an hour’s fearch, fhe returned of herfelf, having
“ been taking a walk as fhe told me by Rofamond’s
“ pond, I have hereupon iturned off her woman,
¢ doubled her guards, and given new inftruéions to
“my relation, who, to give her her due, keeps a
¢ watchful eye over all her motions. This, Sir,
¢ keeps me in a perpetual anxiety, and makes me
¢ very often watch when my daughter fleeps, as I
¢ am afraid fhe i1s even with me in her turn. Now,
‘¢ Sir, what I would defire of you is, to reprefent to
¢ this fluttering tribe of young fellows who are for
¢ making their fortunes by thefe indire& means,
¢ that ftealing a man’s daughter for the fake of her
‘¢ portion, is but a kind of a tolerated robbery ; and
¢ that they make but a poor amends to the father
¢ whom they plunder after this manner, by going
# to bed with his child. Dear Sir, be fpeedy in

¢ your
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# your thoughts on this fubjet, that if pofiible they
“ may appear before the ditbanding of the army.

“ T am, Sir’
“ Your moft humble fervant,

¢ Tiv. WATCHWELL.”

Themiftocles the great Athenian general, beingafked
whether he would choofe to marry his daughter toan
indigent man of merit, or to a worthlefs man of ‘an
eftate ? replied, That he fhould prefer 2 man without
an eftate, to an eftate without a man. ‘The worft of
it is, our modern fortune-hunters are thofe who turn
their heads that way, becaufe they are good for no-
thing elfe.  If a young fellow finds he can make no-
thing of Coke and Littleton, he provides himfelf with
a fadder of ropes, and by that means very often en-
ters upon the premifes.

The fame art of fealing has Iikewife been prac-
tifed with good fuccefs by many military engineers.
Stratagems of this nature make parts 2ad induftry
fuperfluous, and cut fhort the way to riches.

Nor is vanity a lels motive than idlenefs to this
kind of mercenary purfuit. A fop who admires his
perfon in a glafs, foon enters into a refolution of
making his fortune by it, not queftioning but every
wornan that falls in this way will do him as much
juftice: as he does himfelf. When an heifefs fees a
man throwing particular graces into his ogle, or
talking loud within her hearing, fhe ought to look
to herfelf : but if withal fhe obferves a pair of red
heels, a patch, or any other particularity in his drefs,
{he cannot take too much care of her perfon. Thefe
are baits not to be trifled with; charms that have
done 2 world of execution, and made their way into
hearts which have been thought impregnable. The
force of a man with thefe qualifications are fo well
known, that I am credibly informed there are feveral
female undertakers about the ’Change, who, upon

the
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the arrival of a likely man out of a neighbounring
kingdom, will furnifh him with proper drefs from
head to foot, to be paid for at a double price on the
day of marriage.

We muft however diftingnith between fortune-
hunters and fortune-ftealers. The firft are thofe af-
fiduous gentlemen who employ their whole lives in
the chace without ever coming at the guarry. Suf-
fenus has combed and powdered at the ladies for thirty
years together, and taken his ftand in a fide-box un-
til he has grown wrinkled under their eyes. He is
now laying the fame fnares for the prefent generation
of beauties which he praétifed on their mothers.
Cottilus, after having made his applications to more
than you meet with in Mz Cowley’s ballad of mul-
trefles, was at laft fmitten with a city lady of 20,c00lL.

- Sterling ; but died of old age before he cou]d bnng

matters to bear. Nor muft I here omit my worthy
friend Mr. Honeycomb, who has often told us in the
club, that for twenty years fucceflively, upon the
death of a childlefs rich man, he immediately drew
on his boots, called for his horfe, and made up to
the widow. When he is rallied upon his ill-fuccefs,
Will with his ufual gaiety tells us that he always
found her pre-engaged.

Widows are indeed the great game of your for-
tune-hunters. There is fcarce a young fellow in the
town of fix foot high that has not paffed in review
before one or other of thefe wealthy relicts. Hudi-
bras’s Cupid, who

Bl tock his ftand
¢ Upon a widow’s jointure land,”

ts daily employed in throwing darts and kindling
flames. But as for widows, they are fuch a fubtle
generation of people, that they may be left to their
own conduét ; or if they make a falfe ftep in it, they
are anfwerable for it to nobody but themfelves., The
young innecent ereaturés who have no knowledge
and experience of the world, are thofe whofe fafety

¥ would
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1 would principally confult in this Speculation. The
ftealing of {uch an one thould, in my opinion, be as
punifhable as a rape. Where there 15 no judgment
there is no choice ; and why the inveigling a woman
before fhe is come to the years of diferetion fhould
not be as criminal as the feducing of her before fhe
is'ten years old, I am at'a lofs to comprehend.

Tuefday, March 4, 1712 *.

Fruges confumere nati. '
Hor, 1 Ep. ii. 27.

’

- Born to drink and eat.
CREECH.

UGUSTUS, a few moments before his death;
afked his friends who flood about him, if

they thought he had a@led his part well ; and upon
recelving fuch an anfwer as was due to his extra-
ordinary merit, * let me then,” fays he, * go off the
“ ftage with your applaufe ;” ufing the expreffion
with which the Roman.aftors made their exit at the
conclufion of a dramatic piece. I could wifh that
men, while they are in health, would confider well
the nature of the part they are engaged in, and what
figure it will make in the minds of thofe they leave
behind them : whether it was worth coming into the
world for ; whether it be {uitable to a reafonable be-
ing; in thort, whether it appears gracefal in this
life, or will turn to an advantage in the next. Let
the {ycophant, or buffoon, the fatirift, or the good
companion,: confider with himfelf, when his body
fhall be laid in the grave, and his Toul .pafs into an-
other ftate of exiftence, how much it would redound
to his praife to have it-faid of him, that no man in
England eat better; that he had an admirable talent
* No. 314, at
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at turning his friends into ridicule ; that nobody out-
did him at an ill-natured jeit ; or that he never went
to bed before he had difpatched his third bottle,
Thefe are, however, very common funeral orations -
and eulogiums on decealed perfons who have aéled
among mankind with fome figure and reputation,

But if we look into the bulk of our {pecies, they
are fuch as are not likely to be remembered a mo-
ment after their difappearance. They leave behind
them mo traces of their exiftence; but are forgotten
as though they had never been. They are neither
wanted by the poor, regretted by the rich, nor cele-
brated by- the learned. They are neither miffed in
the commonwealth, nor lamented by private perfons.
Their actions are of no fignificancy to mankind, and
might have been performed by creatures of much
lefs dignity than thofe who are diftinguithed by the
faculty of reafon. An eminent French author {peaks
fomewhere to the following purpofe: I have often
feen from my chamber-window two noble creatures,
both of them of an ereft countenance and endowed
with reafon. Thefe two intelle@tual beings are em-
ployed from morning to night in rubbing two fmooth
ftones one upon another; that is, as the vulgar phrafe
is, in polifthing marble.

My friend, Sir Andrew Freeport, as we were fit-
ting in the club laft night, gave us an account of 2
{fober citizen who died a few days fince. This hon-
eft man being of greater confequence in his own
thoughts than in the eye of the world, had for fome
years paft kept a journal of his life. Sir Andrew
fhewed us one week of it. Since the occurrences
fet down in it mark out fuch a road of aflion as that
I have been fpeaking of, T fhall prefent my reader
with a faithful copy of it, after having firft informed
him, that the deceafed perfon had in his youth been
bred to trade; but finding himfelf not fo well turned
for bufinefs; he had for feveral years laft paft lived
altogether upon a moderate annuity.

You. III. + U Moxpay,
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- Moypar, eight o’clock. T put on my clothes, and
walked into the parlour.

Nine o'clock ditto. Tied my knee-ftrings, and
walhed my hands, !

Hours ten, eleven, and twelve, Smoked three pipes
of Virginia. Read the Supplement and Daily Cou-
rant. Things go ill in the North. Mr. Nifby’s opi-
nion thereupon.

_One o’clock in the afternoon. Chid Ralph for
miflaying my tobacco-hox.

Two o’clock. Sat down to dinner. Mem. Too
many plums and no fuet.

From three to four. Took my afternoon’s nap.

From four to fix. Walked into the fields. Wind
5.5, E.

From fix to ten. At the club. Mr Nifby’s opi-
nion about the peace.

Ten o’clock. - Went to bed. Slept found.

TuEspAY, being holiday, eight o’clo¢k. Rofe as
ufual,

Nine o'clock., Wathed hands and face, fhaved,
put on my double-foled fhoes.

Ten, eleven, twelve. Took a walk to Iflington.

rdne. Took a pot of Mother Cob’s mild.

Between two and three. Returned. Dined on 2
knuckle of veal and bacon. Mem. Sprouts wanting.

Three. Nap as ufual.

From four to fix. Coffee-houfe. Read the news.
A difh of twift. Grand Vifier firangled.

From fix to ten. At the club. Mr Nifby’s ac-
count of the Great Turk.

Ten, Dream of the grand vifier. Broken fleep.

WEDNESDAY, eight o’clock. Tongue of my fhoe-
buckle broke. Hands, but not face,
Nine. Paid off the butcher’s bill. Mem. To be
allowed for the laft leg of mutton. s
L2
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'Ten, eleven. At the coffee-houfe. More work in
the north. Stranger in a black wig afked me how
ftocks went.

" From twelve to one. Walked in thefields, Wind
to the fouth.

From one to two. Smoked a pipe and an half.

Two. Dined as ufual. Stomach good.

Three. Napbroke by the falling of a pewter difh.
Mem. €ook maid in love, and grown carelefs.

From four to fix. At the coffechoufe. Advice
from Smyrna, that the grand vifier was firft of all
ftrangled and afterwards beheaded,

Six o’clock in the evening. Was half an hour in
the club before any body elfe came. . Mr Nilby of
opinion that the grand vifier was not ftrangled the
fixth inftant.

Ten at night. Went to bed. Slept without wak-
ing until nine next mcmmg

THURSDAY, nine o’clock. Staid within until two
o’clock for Sir Timothy, who did not bri ing me my
annuity according to his promife.

Two in the afternoon. Sat down to dinner. Lofs
of appetite. Small-beer four. Beef over corned.

Three. Could not take my nap.

Four and five, Gave Ralph a box on the ear.
Turned off my cook maid. Sent a meflage to Sir
Timothy. Mem. I did not go to the club to-night.
Went to bed at nine o’clock.

Fripay. Pafled the morning in meditation upon
Sir Timothy, who was with me a quarter before
twelve. _

Twelve o’clock. Bought a new head to my cane,
and a tongue to my buckle. Drank a glafs of purl
10 recover appetite. .

Two and three, Dined, and {lept well.

From four to fix. Went to the coffechoufe.
Met Mr. Nifby there. Smoked feveral pipes. Mr.

. U2 Nifby
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Nilby of opinion that laced coffee i5 bad for the
head. :
Six o'clock. At the Club as fteward. Sat late.
Twelve o'clock. Went to bed. Dreamed that I
drank fmall-beer with the grand vifier.

SaTurRDAY. Waked at eleven. Walked in the
fields. Wind N. E.

Oune o’clock in the afternoon. Returned home and
dried myfelf. . ’

Two. Mr. Nifby dined with me. Firft courfe,
marrow-bones ; fecond, ox-cheek, with a bottle of
Brooks and Hellier.

‘Three o’clock. Overflept myfelf.

Six. - Went to the club. - Like to have fallen into
a gutter. Grand Vifier certainly dead, &',

1 queftion not but the reader will be furprifed to
find the above mentioned journalift taking {fo much
care of a life that was filled with fuch inconfiderable
attions, and received fo very finall improvements ;
and yet if we look into the behaviour of many whom
we daily converfe with, we fhall find thaf moft of
their hours are taken up in thofe three important ar-
ticles of eating, drinking and fleeping. I do mnot
fuppofe that a man lofes his time who is not enga-
ged in public affairs or in an illuftrions courfe of ac-
tion. On the contrary, I belicve our hours may very
often be more profitably laid out in fuch tranfa&tions
as make no figure in the world, than in fuch as are
apt to draw upon them the attention of mankind.:
One may become wifer and better by feveral methods
of employing one’s felf in fecrecy and filence, and
do what is laudable without noife or oftentation: I
would, however, recommend to every one of my
readers the keeping a journal of their lives for one
week, and fetting down punéually their whole feries
of employments during that fpace of time. This
kind of felf examination would give them a true
{tate of themfelves, and incline them to confider fe-

rioufly
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rionfly what they are about. One day would re&ify
the omiflions of ancther, and make a man weigh all
thofe indifferent actions, which, though they are eafi-
1y forgotten, muft certainly be accounted for.

Tuefday, March 11, 1712 *.

—— Mods wir, mods famina— VIrG.
Sometimes a man, fometinies a woman.

HE journal with which T prefented my reader
on Tuefday laft has brought me in feveral
letters, with accounts of many private lives caft into
that form.. T have the * Rake’s Journal,” the
“ Sot’s Journal,” the - ‘“ Whoremafter’s Journal;”
and among feveral others, a very curious piece, In-
tituled, ¢ The Journal of a Mohock.” By thefe in-
‘flances I find that thé Mteation of my laft Tuefday’s
paper has been miftaken by many of my readers. 1
did not defign fo much to expofe vice as idlenefs,
and aimed at thofe perfons who pafs away their time
rather in trifles and impertinence, than in crimes and
immoralities. Offences of this latter kind are not
to be dallied with, or treated in fo ludicrous a man-
ner. In fhort, my journal only holds up folly to the
light, and thews the difagreeablenefs of fuch aétions
as are indifferent in themfclves, and blameable only
as they proceed from creatures endowed with reafon.
My following correfpondent, who calls herfelf Cla-
rinda, is fuch a journalift as I require. She feems
by her letter to be placed in 2 modifh ftate of in-
difference between vice and virtne, and to be fufcep-
tible of either, were there proper pains taken with
her. Had her journal been filled with gal]antnes,
or fuch occurrences as had fhewn her wholly di-
*Noy 325, vefted

L
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vefted of her natural innocence, nomlﬂlﬁmldmg it
might have been more pleafi ing to the generahty of
readers, I fhould not have publifhed it ; but as it is
only the pl&ure of a life filled with a fafhionable
kind of gaiety and lazinefs, I fhall fet down five days
of it, as 1 have received it from the hand of my fair
correfpondcnt.

¢ Dear Mr. SPECTATOR,

¢ OU having fet your readers an exercife in one
e of your laft week’s Papers; I have perform-
¢ ed mine according to your orders, and herewith
< fend it you inclofed. You muft know, Mr. SeEc-
¢ TATOR, that T am 2 maiden lady of a good fortune,
*¢ who have had feveral. matches offered me for thefe
¢ ten years laft paft, and have at prefent warm ap-
“ plications made to me by a very pretty fellow.
“As I am at my own difpofal, I come up to town
¢ every winter, and pafs my time in it after the man-
“ ner yon will find in the following journal, which
¢ 1 began to.write. upon the very day after your
¢ SpEcTATOR upon that fubjet.”

Tuespay night. Could not go to ﬂeep till one in
the morning for thinking of my journal. '

WEDNESDAY. From eight till ten.  Drank two
difhes of chocolate in bed, and fell alleep after them.
From ten to eleven. Eata flice of bread and butter.
Drank a difh of bohea. Read the SpEcTATOR.
- From eleven to one. At my toilette. Tried 2 new
hood. Gave orders for Veny to be comb»sd and wath-
ed. Mem. I look beft in blue.

From one till half an hour after two. Drove to the
?Change. Cheapened a couple of fans.

Till four. At dinner. Mem. Mr. Froth paffed by
in his new liveries.

From four to fix. Dlef"ed Pa]d a vifit to old lady
Blithe and her fifter, having before heard they were
gone out of the town that day,

' From
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; From fix to eleven. At Baflet; Mem. Never fet
again upon the ace of diamonds.

THURSDAY. * From eleven at night to eight in the
morning.  Dreamed that T punted tg Mr. Froth.

From eight to ten. Chocolate. Read twoalsin
Aurengzebe a-bed.

From ten to cleven. Tea-table. Sent to borrow
lady Faddle’s'Cupid for Veny. - Read the play bills.
Received a letter from Mr. Froth. Locked it up in
my ftrong box. .

Reft of the morning. Fontange. The tire-woman.
Her ‘account of my lady Blithe’s wafh. Broke a
tooth in my little tortoife-fhell comb. Sent Frank
to know how my lady Heétick refted after her mon-
key’s leaping out at the window. Looked pale. Fon-
Jange tells me my glafs is not true. Drefled by
three, _

From three to four. Dmner cold 'before T fat
down.

From four to eleven. Saw company. Mr. Froth's
opinion' of Milton. - His account of the Mohocks.
His faney for a pin-cufhion. Pi&ture in the lid of his
{nuff-box. Old lady Faddle promifes me her weman
to cut my hair. - Loft five guineas at crimp.

Twelve o’clock at night.. Went to bed

Fripav. Eight in the morning. 'A-bed. Read
over all Mr. Froth’s letters. © Cupid and Veny.

Ten o'clock. Stayed within all' day ; not at home.

From ten to twelve. In conference with my man-
tua-maker. Sorted a fuit of ribbons. Broke my
blue china cup.

From twelve to one. Shut myfelf up in my cham-
ber. Pratifed lady Betty Modley’s fkuttle.

One in the afternoon. Called for my flowered
handkerchief. Worked half a violet leafin it. Eyes
aked, and head out of order. Threw by my work,
and read over the remaining part of Aurengzebe.

From three to four, Dined,

From
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From four to twelye. Changed my mind ; drefled,
went abroad, and played at crimp till midnight.
Found Mrs. Spitely at home. Converfation. Mrs.
Brilliant’s necklace falfe ftones, Old lady Loveday
going to be married to a young fellow that is not
worth a groat. Mifs Prue gone into the country.
Tom Townley has red hair. Mem. Mrs. Spitely
whifpered in my ear that the had fomething to tell
me about Mr, Froth. I am fure it is not true.

Between twelve and one. Dreamed that Mr. Froth
lay at my feet, and called me Indamora,

SaTurDAY. Rofeat eight o’clock in the morning.
Sat down to my toilette.

From eight to nine. Shifted a patch for an hour
before I could determine it. Fixed it above my left
eye-brow. :

“From nine to twelve. Drank my tea, and drefled.

From twelve to two, At chapel. A great deal
of good company. Mem. The third air in the new
opera. Lady Blithe dreffed frightfully. |

From three to four. Dined. Mifs Kitty called
upon me to go to the opera before I was rifen from
table.

From dinner to fix. Drank tea. Turned off a
footman for being rude to Veny.

Six o’clock. Went to the opera. I did not fee
Mz. Froth till the beginning of the {fecond a¢t. Mr.
Froth talked to a gentleman in a black wig. Bowed
to a lady in the front box. Mr. Froth and his friend
clapped Nicolini in the third a&. Mr. Froth cried
Encore. Mr, Froth led me to my chair. I think
he fqueezed my hand.

. Eleven at night. Went to bed. Melancholy
dreams. Methought Nicolini faid he was Mr. Froth.

Sunpay. Indifpofed.
Monpay. Eight o’clock, Walked by Mifs Kit-

ty. Aurengzebe lay upon the chair by me. Kitty
repeated
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repeated ‘without book the eight beft lines in the
play. Went in our mobbs to the dumb man accord-
ing to appeintment, Told me that.my lover’s name
began witha G. Mem. The con_]urcr was W}th.lll a
letter of Mr. Froth’s name, &c. _

¢ Upon looking back into this my journal, I find
“ that I am at a lofs to know whether 1 pafs my
¢ time well or ill ; and indeed never thought of con-
¢ fidering how I did it before I perufed your {pecu-
“ lation upon that fubjeét. I fearce find a fingle ac-
“¢ tion in thefe five days that I can thoroughly ap-
¢ prove of, except the working upon the violet-leaf,
“ which I am refolved to finith the firft day I am at
¢ leifure. As for Mr. Froth and Veny, 1 didnot
“ think they took up fo much of my time and
¢ thoughts, as I find they do upon my journal. The
“ latter of them I will turn off, if you infift uponat;
¢ and if Mr. Froth does not bring matters to a_con-
“ clufion very fuddenly, I will not let my life run
* away in a dream. ; R o

¢ Your humble fervant, :

£¢ CLARTNDA 8

To refume one of the morals of my firft Paper, and
to confirm Clarinda in her good inclinations, 1 would
have her confider what a pretty figure fhe would
make among pofterity, were the T;nﬂ:ory of her whole
life publifhed like thefe five days of it. I fhall con-
clude my Paper with an epltaph written by an un-
certain author on Sir Philip Sidney’s fifter, a lady
who feems to have been of a temper very much dif-
ferent from that of Clarinda. The laft thought of it
is fo very noble, that I dare fay my reader will par-
don me the quotation.

Vor. IIL. % | On
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On the Countels Dowager of Pembroke.

¢ Underneath this marble hearfe

¢ Lies the fubjeét of all verfe,

¢ Sidney’s fifter, Pembroke’s mother :
# Death, e’er thou haft killed another,
¢ Fair and learned, and good as fhe,

¢ Time fhall throw a dart at thee.”

Tuefday, March 18. 1712%.

dre tamen veflaty Numa quo devenit, &' Ancus.
q

Hor. 1 Ep. vi. 27.

With Ancus and with Numa, kings of Rome,
We muft defcend into the filent tomb.

'Y friend Sir Roger de Coverly told me the other
night, that he had been reading my Paper
upon Weltminfter Abbey, in which, fays he, there
are a great many ingenious fancies. He told me at
the fame time, that he obferved I had promifed an-
other Paper upon the tombs, and that he fhould be
glad to go and fee them with me, not having vifited
them fince he had read hiftory. I could not at firft
imagine how this came into the knight’s head, till I
recolleéted that he had been very bufy all laft fum-
mer upon Baker’s Chronicle, which he has quoted
feveral times in his difputes with Sir Andrew Free-
port fince his laft coming to town. Accordingly I
promifed to call upon him the next morning, that
we might go together to the Abbey.

I found the knight under his butler’s hands, who
always fhaves him. He was no fooner drefled, than
he called for a glafs of the widow Truby’s water,
which he told me he always drank before he went
abroad, He recommended to me a dram of it at

= No. 3209. the
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the fame time with fo much heartinefs, that I could
not forbear drinking it. As foon as I had got it down,
I found it very unpalatable; upon which the knight,
obferving that I had made feveral wry faces, told me
that he knew I fhould not like it at firft, but that it
was the beft thing in the world againt the ftone or
gravel.

I could have wifhed indeed that he had accquainted
me with the virtnes of it fooner ; but it was too late
to complain, and I knew what he had done was out
of good-will, Sir Roger told me further, that he
looked upon it to be very good for a man whillt he
ftaid in town, to keep off infetion, and that he got
together a quantity of it upon the firft news of the
ficknefs being at Dantzick : when of a fudden, turn-
ing fhort to one of his fervants, who ftood behind
him, he bid him call a hackney-coach, and take care
it was an elderly man that drove it.

He then refumed his difcourfe upon Mrs. Truby’s
water, telling me that the widow Truby was one who
did more good than all the dotors and apothecaries
in the country: that the diftilled every poppy that
grew within five miles of her: that fhe diftributed
her water gratis among all forts of people; to which
the knight added, that fhe had a very great jointure,
and that the whole country would fain have it a
match between him and her: and truly, fays Sir
Roger, if I had not been engaged, perhaps I could
aot have done better.

His difcourfe was broken off by his man’s telling
him he had called a coach. Upon our going to it,
after having caft his eye upon the wheels, he afked
the coachman if his axletree was good; upon the
fellow’s telling him he would warrant it, the knight
turned to me, told me he looked like an honeft man,
and went in without further ceremony.

We had not gone far, when Sir Roger popping
out his head, called the coachman down from his box,
and upon prefenting himfelf at the window, afked
him if he fmoked. As I was confidering what this

Xz would
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would end in, he bid him flop by the way at any
good tobacconift’s, and take in a roll of their beft
Vu*glma * Nothing - ‘material happened in the re-
maining part of our journey, till we were fet down
at the welt end of the Abbey.

As we went up the body of the church, the knight
pointed at the trophies upon one of the new monu-
meits; and cry’d out, “ A brave man, I warrant
“ him! " Paffing afterwards by Siv Cloud{ley Shovel,
he flung his head that way, and ery’d ¢ Sir Cloud-
¢ fley Shovelll a very gallant man!” As we ftood
before Bulby's:tomb, the knight uttered himfelf again
after the fame manner, * Dr. Bufby ! a great man !
¢ he whipp’d my grandfather ;ca very great ‘man !
¢¢ I fhould have gone to him mjyfeif, if T had not
¢ been a blockhead ; a very great mani”

We were 'i-mm'edia'te_ly conduéed into the little
chapel on the right hand. SirRoger, planting himfelf
at our hiftorian’s elbow; was very attentive to every
thing he faid,  particularly to the account he gave us
of the lord who'had cnt off' the king of Moroceco’s
head. Among feveral other figures, he was very well
pleafed tofee the:flatefman Cecil upon his knees;
and concluding them alil to be: great men, was con-
duéted to thesfigure which reprefents that martyr to
good houfewifry, who died by the prick of a needle.
Upon our interpreter’s telling us that the was a maid
of honour to queen Elizabeth, the knight was very
inquifitive into her name and family ; and after haying
regarded her finger for fome time, ¢ I wonder,” fays
he, ¢ that Sir Richard Baker has faid nothing of her
¢ in his Chronicle.”

We were then conveyed to the ‘two coronation
chairs, where my old friend; after having heard that
the ftone underneath the moft ancient of them, which
was brought from Scotland, was called Jacob’s pillar,
fat himfelf down in the chair ; and looking like the
figure of an old Gothic king, afked our interpreter,
¢ what authority: they hadto fay that Jacob had
i ever hecn in Scotland 2 the fellow, inftead of re-
turning
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turning him an anfwer, told him, ¢ that he hoped
¢ his honour would pay his ferfeit.”” I could obferve
Sir Roger a little ruffled upon being thus trepanned ;
but our guide not infifting upon his demand, the
knight foon recovered his' good humour, and whif-
pered inmy ear, ¢ that if Will Wimble were with
¢ us, and faw thofe two chairs, it would go hard
“ but he would get a tobacce ftopper out of one or
¢ t'other of them.” .

Sir Roger, in the next place, laid his hand upon
Edward the Third’s fword, and leaning upon the pom-
mel of it, gave us the whole hiftory of the Black
Prince; concluding, that in Sir Richard Baker’s o-
pinion, Fdward the Third .was one of the greateft
princes that ever fat upon the Englifh throne.

We were then fhewn Edward the Confeffor’s
tomb ; upon which Sir RocER acquainted us, * that
¢t he was the firft who touched for -the evil:” and
afterwards Henry the Fourtl’s ; upon which he thook
his head, and told us ¢ there was fine reading in the
¢ cafualties of that reign.”

Our conduétor then pointed to that monument
where there is the figure of one of our Englith kings
without an head ; and upon giving us to know, that
the head, which was of beaten filver, had been flolen
away feveral years fince : ¢ Some Whig, F’1l warrant
¢ you,” fays Sir Roger; ¢ you onght to lock up
¢ your kings better; they Wl.ll carry off the body
¢ too, if you do not take care.’

The gloricus names of Henry the Fifth and queen
Elizabeth gave the knight great opportunities of {hin-
ing, and of doing juftice to Sir Richard Baker, “who,”
as our knight obferved with fome furprife, * finds a
¢ great many kmgs in him, whofe monuments he
¢ had not feen in the abbey.”

. For my own part, I could,not but be pleafed to
fee the knight fhew fuch an honeft paflion for the
glory of his country, and fuch a refpedtful grautude
to the memory of its princes.

I muft
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I muft not omit, that the benevolence of my good
old friend, which flows out towards every one he
converfes with, made him very kind to our interpret-
er, whom he looked upon as an extraordinary man :
for which reafon he {hook him by the hand at part-
ing, telling him, * that he fhould be very glad to fee
“ him at his lodgings in Norfolk Buildings, and talk

“ over thele matters with him more at leifure.”

Tuefday, March 25, 1712%,

Refpicere exemplar vite morumque jubebo
Duéium imitatorem, et veras binc ducere wvocers.
Hoegr. Ars Poet. 317.

Keep Nature’s great original in vi.ew,
And thence the living images purfue.
Frawcrs.

Y friend Sir Roger de Coverley, when we laft

met together at the club, told me that he

had a great mind to fee the new tragedy with me,
affuring me at the fame time that he had not been at
a play thefe twenty years. The laft T faw, faid Sir
Roger, was the Committee, which I fhould not have
gone to neither, had not I been told beforehand that
it was a good church of England comedy. He then
proceeded to enquire of me who this Diftrefled Mother
was; and upon hearing that the was Heétor’s widow,
he told me that her huthand was a brave man; and
that when he was a fchool-boy he had read his life
at the end of the Diftionary. My friend afked me
i the next place, if there would not be fome danger
in coming home late, in cafe the Mohaocks fhould be
abroad +. I aflure you, fays he, I thought I had fallen
into their hands laft night; for I obferved two or
*No. 335. three

+ See SrecT, Nos. 324, 333, and 347-
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three lufly black men that followed me half way up
rleet-ﬁreet, and mended their pace behind me in
proportion as I put on to getaway from them. Yon
mult know, continued the knight with a fmile, I
fancied they had a mind to hunt me ; for I remem-
ber an honeft gentleman in my neighbourhood who
was ferved fuch'a trick in King Charles the Second’s
time, for which reafon he has not ventured himfelf
in town ever fince. I might have fhewn them very
good fport, had this been their defign; for 2s I am an
old fox-hunter, I thould have turned and dogged, and
have played them a thoufand tricks they had never
feen in their lives before. Sir Roger added, that if
thefe gentlemen had any fuch intention, they did not
fucceed very well in it ; for I threw them out, fays
he, at the end of Norfolk-fireet, where I doubled
the corner and got fhelter in my lodgings before they
could imagine what was become of me. Howerver,
fays the knight, if Captain Sentry will make one
with us to-morrow night, and if you will both of you
czll upon me about four o’clock, that we may be at
‘the houfe before it is full, I will have my coach
in readinefs to attend you ; for John tells me he has
got the fore-wheels mended.

The captain, whe did not fail to meet me there at
the appointed hour, bid Sir Roger fear nothing, for
that he had put on the fame fword which he made
ufe of at the battle of Steenkirk. Sir Roger’s fer-
vants, and among the reft my old friend the butler,
had, I found, provided themfelves with good oaken
plants to attend their mafler upon this occafion.
When we had placed him in his eoach, with myfelf
at his left-hand, the captain before him, and his but-
ler at the head of his footmen in the rear, we con-
veyed him in fafety to the playhoufe, where, after
having marched up the entry in good order, the cap-
tain and I went in with him, and feated him betwixt
us in the pit. As foon as the houfe was full, and
the candles lighted, my old friend ftood up and looked
about him with that pleafure which a mind feafoned

with
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with humanity naturally feels 4n itfelf at the fight of

a multitude of people who feem pleafed with one an-
other, and partake of the fame commen entertain-
ment, I could not but fancy to myfelf, as the old
man ftood up in the middle of the pit, that he made
a very proper centre to a tragic audience. Upon the
entering of Pyrrhus, the kmnight told me that he did
not believe the King of :France himfelf had a better
firut. I tvas indeed very attentive to my old friend’s
remarks, becaufe I looked upon them as a piece of
natural criticiim, and was well pleafed to hear him,
at the conclufion of almoft every fcene, telling me
that he could not imagine how the play would end.
One while he appeared much concerned for Andro-
mache;; and a little while after as much for Her-
mione; and was extremely puzzled to think what
would become of Pyrrhus.

When Sir Roger faw Andromache’s obftinate re-
fufal to her lover’s importunities, he whifpered me
in the ear, that he was fure fthe would never have
him ; to which he added with a more than ordinar)r
| vehemence, You can’t 1mag1ne, Sir; what it is .to

kik have to do with a widow. Upon Pyrrhuns his threat-
ening afterwards to leave hery the knight fhook his
head, and muttered to himfelf, Ay, do if you can.
This part dwelt fo much upon my friend’s imagina-
tion, that at the clofe of the third a&, as I was think-
ing of {fomething elfe, he whifpered me in my ear,
Thefe widows, Sir, are the mofl perverfe creatures
in the world. But pray, fays he, you that are a critic,
is the play according to your dramatic rules as you
call them?  Should your people in tragedy always
talk to be underflood ? Why, there is not a fingle
fentence in this play that I do not know the meaning
of.

The fourth a& very luckily began before I had
time to give the old gentleman an anfwer. Well,
fays the knight, fitting down with great fatisfaétion,
I fuppofe we are now to fee Hettor’s ghoft. He
then renewed his attention, and from time to ﬁmi

fell
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£8ll a-praifing the widow. He made indeed a little
-miftake as toone of her pages, whom at his firft en-
tering he took for” Aftyanax  butquickly fet himfelf
right in that particular, though at the fame" time he
owned he {heuld have been ve i glad toihave feen
the little boy, who,fays he, it needs be a very
fine child by the account that is given of him. Up-
on Hermione’s going off with a menace to Pyrrhius,
the audience gave a loud clap’ t6 which Sir Roger
added, On my Woid, 2 notable young baggage !

~As there- “was a 'very remarkable {ilence and
nefs in the audience during the whole aftion, it was
natural for them toitake the oppertunity of the in-
tervals between the alls to exprefs, their opinion of
the players and of their refpedtive. pacts..  Sir. Roger
hearing a clufter of them praife Qreftes, ftruck-in
with them, and told them, that he thqught his friend
Pylades was a very fenfible'man.  As they were af-
terwards applauding Pyrrhus,. Sir, Roger put in a fe-
cond time: And let me tell yau, I'ays he, though he
fpeaks but little, I like the old fcllow in whilkers as
well as‘any of them. - Captain Sentry {eeing two, or
three wags who fat near us, lean with dn attentive
ear towards Sir Roger, and fearing left. they fhould
fmoke the knight,- plnoked him by the elbow, and
wh:fpered fomething in bis ear, that lafted till the
opening of the fifth at. The kmght was wonder~
fully attentive to the account which Orefles gives of
Pyrrhus his death ;. and at the conclufion of it, told
me it was fuch a hloody piece of work that fie il
glad it was not done upon the flage. Secing after.
wards Oreftes in his raving fit, he grew more than
ordmary ferious, and toek occafion to moralize (i
his way) upon.an evil confcience, adchng, that Orel~
tes in his madnefs looked as if he faw fomething.

_As we were the firflk that came into the houfe, fo
we were the laft that went out of it, being refolved
to have a clear paﬂ'age for our old friend, whom we
did not care to venture among the 1uft1mg of the
croud. Sir Roger went out fully fatisfied with his

Vour. III. X enters
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entertainment, and we guarded him to his lodging
in the fame manner that we brought him to the play-
honfe ; being highly pleafed, for my own part, not
only with the performance of the excellent piece
which had been pre™nted, but with the fatisfattion
which it had given fo the old man.

Thurfday, April 3, 1712 %,

——ZErrat, et illinc
Huc wvenit, hinc illuc, et quoflibet occupat artus
Spiritus ; eque feris humana in corpora tranfit,

Inque feras nofler—
Pyriac. ap, Ovid. Metam. xv. 163.

———All things are but alter’d, nothing dies,

And here and there the unbody’d fpirit flies,

By time, or force, or ficknefs difpoffefs’d,

And lodges where it lights, in man or beaft.
DrybpEY.

ILL. HONEYCOMSB, who loves to thew up-

on occafion all the little learning he has

pjcked up, told us yefterday at the club, that he
thought there might be a great deal faid for the tran{-
mugration of fouls, and that the eaftern parts of the
world believed in that doétrine to this day. Sir Paul
Rycaut, fays he, gives us an account of feveral well-
difpofed Mahometans that purchafe the freedom of
any little bird they fee confined to a cage, and think
they merit as much by it as we fhould do here by
ranfoming any of our countrymen from their capti-
vity at Algiers. You muft know, fays Will, the
reafon is, becanfe they confider every animal as a
brother or fifter in diguife, and therefore think them-
felves obliged to extend their charity to them, though
* No. 343. unde,.
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under fuch mean circumitances. They will tell you,
fays Will, that the foul of a man when he dies; im-
mediately pafies into the body of another man, or of
fome brute which he refembled in his humour or
his fortune when he was one of us.

As I was wondering what this profufion of learn-
ing would end in, Will told us that Jack Freclove,
who was a fellow of whim, made love to one of
thofe ladies who throw away all their fondnefs.on
parrots, monkeys, and lap-dogs. Upon going to
pay her a vifit one morning, he writ a very pretty
epiitle upon this hint. Jack, fays he, was condu&t-
ed into the parlour, where he diverted himfelf for
fome time with her favourite monkey, which was

chained in one of the windows ; till at length obfer-
ving a pen and ink lie by him, he writ the following
letter to his miftre(s in the perfon of the mcnkey ;
and upon her not coming down fo foon as he expet-
ed, left it in the window and went about his bufinefs.

The lady foon after coming into the parlour, and
fecing her monkey look upon a paper with great ear-
nefinefs, took it up, and to this day is in fome doubt,
fays Will, whether it was written by Jack or the
monkey.

¢ Mapawm,

OT having the gift of fpeech, I have a long

& time waited in vain for an opportunity of
“ making myfelf known to you ; and having at pre-
¢ f{ent the conveniencies of pen, ink and paper by
¥ me, I gladly take the occafion of giving you my
¢ hiftory in writing, which I could not do by word
¢ of mouth. You muft know, Madam, that about
¢ a thoufand years ago I was an Indian Brachman,
¢ and verfed in all thofe myfterious fecrets which your
« European philofopher called Pythagoras is faid to
“ have learned from our fraternity. I had fo in-
¢ gratiated myfelf by my great fkill in the occult
“ fciences with a Demon whom I ufed to converfe
Ya  with,
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e with, that ‘he promifed to grant me whatevér I
¢ fhould afk of him. I defired that my foul might
“ never pafs into the body of'a brute’creature ; but
‘¢ this he told me was not in'his power to grant me.
“ 1 then begged, that into whatever creature I fhould
¢ chance to tranfmigrate, Iamight {till retain my me-
“mory, and be conicious that:I Avas’ the fame perfon.
¢ who lived in different animals. +This, he told me,
¢ was within his power, and accordingly promifed, on
¢ the word of .a Deemon, that he would grant me
“ what I defiréd.  Hrom' that, time forth 1 lived fo
“yery unblameably, ' that I was: made prefident of 2
“icollege of Brachmans ; anudffice swhich 1 difcharged
“twith great integrity till the day of my death.

¢ 1 was then [hufled into:another human body, and
¢ afted my partfo wellin it, that' I became firlt mi-
¢ nifter to'a princewho reigned ‘upon:the banks of

““ithe'Ganges: I here lived in .great honour for fe-

“veral years 5 but by degrees loit all the innoderice
¢ of the Brachman, being obliged to rifle and opprefs
“sthe people to enrich iy fovereign . till at length
s Thecame fo odious, that my mafter; to recover his
seredit with his fubjeds, fhot me through the heant
¢ with an arrow, as I was one day addrefiing myfei‘.f
¢ to him at the head of his army.

¢ Upon my next remove, I found myfelf in the
t¢ woods under the fhape of a jack-call, and foon lift-

*.ed myfelf in the ferviee of a lion.: 1 ufed to. yelp.

¢ near his den about midnight, which: was; his time
¢ of roufing and-fee_k;ing after prey. - He-always fol-
¢ Jowed me in the rear; and when I had run dewn
t a fat buck, a wild goat, or an hare, after he had
« feafted very plentifully upon it himfelf, would now
“ and then throw me.a bone that was but half pick-
¢ ed for my encouragement ; but upon my being
¢ unfucecefsful in two:r or three chaces, he gave me
*¢ fuch a oonfounddd gnpe in his anger, that I died
tk of Hith .
% In'my next: traufmigranon, T'was again fet upon
# Icgs, and Lecame an Indian tax-gatherer ; but hav-
i mg
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¢t ing been guilty of great extravagances, and being
““ married to an expenfive’ jade of a wife, I ran fo
4¢ curfedly in debt, that’ I durft not thew my head.
“ 1 could no {ooner ftep out of my houfe but I was
4« arrefted by fomehody or other that lay an: wait for
“ me. -As I ventured abroad: one might in the dufk
<t of the evening, ;1 was taken up and hurried intoa
““ dungeon, where I diedya few months after.

¢« My foul then entered into a flying-fifh, and in
¢ that ftate led a moft melanchely life for the: {pace
Stof fix years. Several fifhes of prey purfued me
¢ when I was, in the water ; and 1f I betook myfelf
¢ to.my ngs, it was ten to one but I had a flock
¢ of birds @iming at me, As I was one day flying
“ amidft a fleet of Englifh {hips, I obferved a huge
< fea~gull whetting his - bill apd hovcrmg juft over
“ my head: Upon my depmg into the water to
¢ ayoid him; I -fell into. the " mouth of a monitrous
¢ fhavk. . that {wallowed me down in an inftant.

¢ I was fome years afterwa:ds, to.my great {ur-
¢« prife, an eminent banker in Lombard-fireet; and
£ rememheung how I had formerly fuffered for want
“ of money,, became fo very fordid and. avaritious,
¢ that the whole . town cried fhame of me. I wasa
¢ miferable little old fellow to look upon; for I had
“ in a' manner flarved myfelf, and was nnthmg but
¢ {kin and bone when 1 died. !

¢ I was afterwards very much troubied and amaz-
‘¢ to find myfelf dwindled into an emmet.,. I was
¢ heartily concerned to make fo mﬁgmﬁcant S ﬁgure g
“ and did not know but fome time or other I might
¢ be reduced to a mite, if 1 did not mend my man-
“ ners. 1 therefore applied myfelf with. great dili-
U gcnce to the offices that were allotted me, and was

& generally: looked upon as the notableft. ant in the
¢ swhole mole-hill. I was at laft picked up;.as I was:
¢ groaning under a burthen, by an unlucky. cock
¢ fparrow that lived in the neighbourheod, and had
“ before made great depredations upon our common-
“ wealth.

T then
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T then bettered my condition a little, and lived a
¢ whole fummer in the fhape of 2 bee; but being
< tired with the painful and penurious life I had un-
¢¢dergone in my two laft tranfmigrations, I fell into
¢ the other extreme, and turned drone. As I one
¢ day headed a party to plunder an hive, we were
¢ received fo warmly by the fwarm which defended
¢ it, that we were moft of us left dead upon the
¢ fpot.

¢ T might tell yon of many other tranfmigrations
“ which T went through: how I was a town rake,
“and afterwards did penance in a bay gelding for
¢ ten years; as alfo how I was a taylor, a fhrimp,
“and a tom-tit. In the laft of thefe my fhapes, I
“ was fhot in the Chriftmas holidays by a young
¢ jackanapes, who would needs try hIS new gun

¢ upon me.

“ But I fhall pafs over thefe and feveral other
¢ ftages of life; to remind you of the young beaun
¢ who made love to you aboiit fix years fince. You
“ may remember, Madam, how he mafked, and danc-
“ ed, and fung, and played a thoufand tricks to gain
¢ you; and how he was at laft carried off by a cold
4¢ that he got under your window one night in a fe-
* renade. I was that unfortunate young fellow to
* whom you were then fo cruel. Not long after my
* fhifting that unlucky bedy, I found myfelf upon a
i hill in Althiopia, where T lived in my prefent

grotefque fhape, till T was caught by a fervant of
& the Englifh factory, and fent over into Great Bri-
“tain. I ne¢ed not inform you hew I came into
“ your hands. You fee, Madam, this is not the firft
 time that yon have had me in a chain: T am,
*¢ however, very happy in this my captivity, as you
¢ often beftow on me thofe kifles and carefles which
T would have given the world for when I wasa
“ man. I hope this difcovery of my perfon will not
“tend to my difadvantage ; but that you will ftill
* continue your accuftomed favours to
* Your moft devoted humble fervant,
; “ Puge.”
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#P. S, I would advife your little fhock-dog to
‘“ keep out of my way ; for as I look upon him to
“ be the moft formidable of my rivals, 1 may chance
‘ one time or other to give lum fuch a fnap as he
¢ will not like.”?

Thurfday, April 1o, 1712 %,

Duos ille timorum

Maximus baud urget lethi metus : inde ruendi

dn ferrum wens prona viris, animeque capaces

Mortis Lucan.i. 454.

Thrice happy they beneath their northern fkies,

‘Who that worft fear, the fear of death, defpife !

Hence they no cares for this frail being feel,

But rufh undaunted on the pointed fteel,

Provoke approaching fate, and bravely fcorn

To fpare that life which muft fo {foon return.
Rowe.

AM very much pleafed with a confolatory letter
of Phalaris, to one who had loft a fon that was a
young man of great merit. The thought with which
he comforts the aflicted father is, to' the beft of my
memory, as follows : That he fhould confider death
had fet a kind of feal upon his fon’s charaéter, and
placed him out of the reach of vice and infamy:
That while he lived, he was ftill within the poflibi-
lity of falling away from virtue, and lofing the fame
of which he was poffefled. Death only clofes 2 man’s
reputation, and determines it as goed or bad.

This, among other motives, may be one reafon why
we are naturally averfe to the launching out into a
man’s praife till his head is laid in the duft. Whilft
he is capable of changing, we may be forced to re-

* No. 349. tract
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tradk otir’ opmmns Her may forfeit” the ‘efleem we
have co::cewecl of him, and fonte time o1 other ap-
pc:{r t6 s ﬁnder o dﬂ?erent ]rght from what he’ does
at prefent. “Tn fhort, as thedife of any man cannot
be called happy or unhappy ; fo neither can it be pro-
nounced vicious or Wrtuouﬁ, before the conclufion
of it.

1t was npon thxs confideration, that Epaminondas,
heing afked whether Chabrias, Iphicrates, ‘or he him-
{elf deferved moft to be elteemed? You muft firft
fee ns die, faith he, before that queftion can be an-
fwered.

As thereds not 2 more! .mv‘;’].:lncholy conﬁderatmn
to a good man than his heing obnoxious. to fuch 2
change ; o, there is nothmg more glorious than: to
keep up an uniformity in - his actions, and preferve
the béauty of his ehara@er to the:laft, .

The end of a man’s life is; often compared to the
winding arpof a well-written play, where: the prin-
t:lpal perfons il aét in charagter, whatever the fate
is which they undergo. There is fearce a great perfon
in the Grecian or Roman hiftory, whofe death has nat
been rémarked upon by fome writer or other, and
cenfured or applauded according to the genins or
principles of the perfon who has defeanted on it; Mon-
ficur-de St.-Evremond is very particular in- fetring
forth the conftancy and courage of Petronius Arbiter
during his laft moments, and thinks he difcovers in
theni a-greater firmnefs of mind and refolution, than
in the death of Seneca, Cato, or.Socrates. There 1s

no queftion but this polite author’s. afietation of ap-

pe:mng fingular in his rematks, and makmg difco-
veries which had efcaped the obfervation of others,
threw him into this courfe of refle@tion. It was Pe-
tronius’s merit, that he d1ed4n the fa.m,e gsucty of
temper in which he lived ; but as his life was alto-

gether loofe and ch[{'olute, the indifference which he'

fhewed at the clofe of it is to be looked npon as a
piece of natural carelefsnefs and 1cv1ty, rather than
fortitude, The refolution of Socrates proceeded from

$ Very
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very different motives ; the confcioufnefs of a well-
ipent life, and the profpeét of a happy eternity. If
the ingenious author above mentioned was fo pleafed
with gaiety of humour in a dying man, he might
have found 2 much nobler inftance of it in our coun-
tryman Sir Thomas More.

This great and learned man was famous for en-
livening his ordinary difcourfes with wit and pleaf-
antry : and as Erafmus tells him in an epiftle dedi-
catory, alted in all parts of life like a fecond De-
mocritus.

He died upon a point of religion, and is refpected
as a martyr by that fide for which he fuffered. That
innocent mirth which had been fo confpicous in his
life, did not forfake him to the laft. He maintained

the fame cheerfulnefs of heart upon the fcaffold which
~ he ufed to thew at his table; and upon laying his
head on the block, gave inftances of that good hu-
mour with which he had always entertamed his friends
in the moft ordinary occurences. His death was of
a piece with his life. There was nothing in it new,
forced or affected. He did not look upon the fevering
his head from his body as a circumftance that ought
to produce any change in the difpofition of his mind;
and as he died under a fixed and fettled hope of im-
mortality, he thought any unufual degree of forrow
and concern improper on fuch an occafion as had
nothing in it which could deje& or terrify him.

There is no great danger of imitation from this
example. Men’s natural fears will be a fufficient
guard againft it. I fhall only obferve, that what was
philofophy in this extraordinary man, would be frenzy
in one who does not refemble him as well in the
cheerfulnefs of his temper as in the fanétity of his
life and manners. i

I fhall conclude this Paper with the inftance of a
perfon who feems to me to have fhewn more intre-
pidity and greatnefs of foul in his dying moments,
than what we meet with among any of the moft ce-
lebrated Greeks and Romans. I met with this in-

Vor. I11. Z ftance
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ftance in the Hiftory of the Revolutions in ParttigaI
written by the Abbot de Vertot.

When Don Sebaftian, King of Portugal, had in-
vaded the territories of Muli Moluc, Emperor of
Morocco, in order to dethrone him and fet his’ erown
upon the head of his nephew, Molue was wearing
away with a diftemper which he himfelf knew was
incurable. However, e prepared for'the réception
of fo formidable an enemy.  He was indeed fo far
fpent with his ficknefs, that lie did not expeét to live
out the whole day, when the laft decifive battle was
given; but knowing the fatal confequences that would
happen to his chldren and people. in cafe he fhould
die before he put an end to that war, he commanded
his principal officers, that if heldied during the en-
gagement, they thould conceal his death frem the
army, 4nd that they {hould ride up to ‘the littre in
which his corpfe was carried, under pretence of re-
ceiving orders from himas ufual.  Before the battle
began, he was carried through all the ranks' of ‘his
army in an open littre, as they ftood drawn up in
array; encouraging them to fight valiantly in defence
of their religion and country. Finding dfterwards
the battle to go againft him, though he waswverynear
his laft agonies, he threw himfelf out of his litter,
rallied his army, and led them on to the charge,
which afterwards ended in a complete viétory on the
fide of the Moors. He had no fooner brought his
men to the engagement, but finding himfelf utterly
{pent,i he«was again replaced in his litter, where,
laying his finger on his mouth to enjoin feerecy to
his officers who flood about him, he died 2 few mo-
ments after in that pofture.

Frrwer
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Thurfday, April 17, 1712 *.

Nan ergo mordact diffrinxi carmine quenquant,
Ovip. Thrift. ii. 563.

#<gilnelerin ga].l dipp’d my invenom'd pen,
¢ Nor branded the bold front of fhamelefs men.”

HAVE been very often tempted to write invec-
tives nupon thofe who have detra&ed from my
works, or fpoken in derogation of my perfon; but
I look upon it as a particular happinefs, that 1 have
always hindered my refentments from proceeding to
this extremity. T once had gone through half a fa-
tire; but found fo many motions of humamty rifing
in me towards the perfons whom I had feverely treat-
ed, that I threw it into the fire without ever finith-
ing it. 1 have been angry enough to make feveral
little epigrams and lampoons; and after having ad-
mired them a day or two, have likewile committed
them to the flames. Thefe T look upon as fo many
facrifices to humanity, and have received much great-
er fatisfaftion from the fupprefling fuch performances
than I could have done from any reputation they
might have procured me, or from any mortification
they might have given my enemies, in cafe T had
made them public. 'If a man has any talent in
writing, it fhews a good mind to forbear anfwer-
ing calumnies and reproaches in the fame f{pirit of
bitternels with which they are offered. But when a
man has been at fome pains in making fuitable re-
turns to an enemy, and has the inftruments of re-
venge in his hands, to let drop his wrath and flifle
his refentments, feems to have fomething in it great
L2 and

* No. 355-
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and heroical. There is a particular merit in fuch a
way of forgiving an enemy ; and the more violent
and unprovoked the offence has been, the greater
ftill is the merit of him who thus forgives it.

I never met with a confideration that is more fine-
ly fpun, and what has better pleafed me, than one in
Epi&tetus, which places an enemy in a new light,
and gives us a view of him altogether different from
that 1n which we are ufed to regard him. The fenfe
of it is as follows : Does 2 man reproach thee for
being proud or ill-natured, envious or conceited, ig-
norant or detrafting ? Confider with thyfelf whethex
his reproaches are true. If they are not, confider
that thou art not the perfon whom he reproaches ;
but that he reviles an imaginary being, and perhaps
loves what thou really art, though he hates what
thou appeareft to be. If his reproaches are true; if
thou art the envious ill-natured man he takes thee
for, give thyfelf another turn; become mild, affable,
and obliging, and his reproaches of thee naturally
ceafe. His reproaches may indeed continue; but
thou art no longer the perfon whom he reproaches.

I often apply this rule to myfelf; and when I hear
of a fatirical fpeech or writing that is aimed at me, I
examine my own heart whether I deferve it or not.
If I bring in a verdi& againft myfelf, I endeavour
to rectify my condud for the future in thofe particu-
lars which have drawn the cenfure upon me; but if
the whole inveétive be grounded upon 2 falfehood, 1
trouble myfelf no further about it, and look upon
my name at the head of it to fignify no more than
one of thofe fititious names made ufe of by an au-
thor to introduce an imaginary chara@er. Why
fhould a man be fenfible of the fling of a reproach
who is a firanger to the guilt that is implied in it?
or fubject himfelf to the penalty, when he knows he
has never committed the crime? This is a piece of
fortitude which every one owes to his own innocence,
and without which it is impoflible for a wan of any

merit
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merit or figure to live at peace with himfelf in 2
country that abounds with wit and liberty.

The famous Monfieur Balzac, in a letter to the
chancellor of France, who had prevented the publi-
cation of a book againft him, has the following
words, which are a lively piture of the greatnefs of
mind fo vifible in the works of that author : “ If it
¢ was a new thing, it may be I {hould not be dif-
« pleafed with the fuppreflion of the firft libel that
¢¢ fhould abufe me; but fince there are enough of
¢ them to make a fmall library, I am fecretly pleaf-
“ ed to feethe number increafed, and take delight
“ in raifing a heap of ftones that envy has caft at me
¢ without doing me any harm.”

The author here alludes to thofe monuments of the
eaftern nations, which were mountains of ftones rail-
ed upon the dead bodies by travellers, that ufed to
caft every one his ftone upon it as they pafled by.
It is certain that no monument is fo glorious as one
which is thus raifed by the hands of envy. For my
part, I admire an author for fuch a temper of mind
as enables him to bear an undeferved reproach with-
out refentment, more than for all the wit of any
the fineft fatirical reply.

Thus far I thought neceffary to explain myfelf in
relation to thofe who have animadverted on this Pa-
per, and to fthew the reafons why I have not thought
fit to return them any formal anfwer. I muft fur-
ther add, that the work would have been of very
little ufe to the public had it been filled with perfon-
al reflettions and debates; for which reafon I have
never once turned out of my way to obferve thofe
little cavils which have been made againft it by envy
or ignorance. The common fry of fcribblers, who
have no other way of being taken notice of but by
attacking what has gained fome reputation in the
world, would have furnifhed me with bufinefs enough
had they found me difpofed to enter the lifls with

them.
1 thall
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. 1 fhall conclude with the fable of Bocealini’s tra.
veller, who was fo: peftered with the noife of grafs-
ioppers in'his ears, that he alighted from his. horfe
in-great wrath to kill them all.  This, fays the au-
thor, was troubling himfelf to no manner of pur-
pofe.. Had he purfued his journey- without taking
notice of them, the troublefome infects would have
died of themfelves in a very few  weeks,; an,d he
would have fuffered nothing from: them.

Thurfday, April 24, ‘1712 %

Tartaream intendit vocem, qua protinus omnis
Contyremuit damus

e

Virc. Zn. vil, 514.

¢ The blaft Tartarean fpreads its notes around ;
# The houfe aftounifh’d trembles at the found.™

HAVE lately received the following letter from a
country gentleman.

‘¢ Mr. SPECTATOR,
« HE night before I left London, I went to fee
£ a play called The Humorous Lieutenant.
« Upon the rifing of the curtain, I was very much
< furprifed with the great confort of cat-calls which
¢ was exhibited that evening, and began to think
< with myfelf that I had made a miftake, and gone
¢ to a mufic meeting inftead of the playhoufe. It
¢¢ appeared indeed a little odd to me to fee fo many
« perfons of quality of both fexes affembled toge-
s ther at a kind of caterwawling; for I cannot look
« upon that performance to have been any thing bet-
¢ ter, whatever the muficians themfelves might
¢« think of it. As I had no acquaintance in the

* No. 361. . ¢ houfe
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¢ houfe to afkkqueftions of, and was forced to go
¢ out of town early the next morning, I could not
¢ learn the fecret of this: matter.  What I would
¢ therefore defire of+you is, to give me fome ac-
¢ count of this firange inftrument, which I found
¢ the company cdlled a Cat=call ; and: particularly,
¢ to /let me know whether it be a piece of mufic
¢ Jately come from Italy. For my own part, to be
¢ plain with you, I would rather hear an Englith
¢ fiddle : though Irdurft not thew my diflike whilft
“ T was in the playhoufe, it being my chance to: fig
‘¢ the' very next man to one of the performers.

-

-

Lo 6 am, Sir,
§¢ Yo.:.r moft affe€tiongte friend and {crvant,
¢ Joun Suarrow, Efg.”

In compliance with Squire Shallow’s requeft; ¥
defign this paper-as a differtation upon the Cat:call.
In order to make myfelf a mafter of the fubje&, I
purchafed one the beginning of laft week, ‘though
not without great difficulty, being informed at two
or three toythops that the players had lately bought
them all up. 1 have fince confulted many learned
antiquaries in relation to its original-and find them
very much divided among themfelves upon that par-
ticular, A Fellow of the Royal Society, who is'my
good friend, and a great proficient in the mathemati-
cal part of muﬁc, concludes from the  fimplicity of
its make, and the:uniformity of its found, that the
Cat-call is older than any of the inventions of Jubal

He obferves very well, that mufical inftruments
took their firft rife from the notes of birds, and other
melodious animals; and what, fays he, 'was more
natural than for the firft ages of mankind to' imitate
the voice of a cat, that lived under the fame roof with
them ? He added, that the cat had contributed more
to’ harmony than any other animal; as we are not
only beholden to her for this wind inftrument, but

for our firing-mufic in general.
Another
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Another virtuofo of my acquaintance will not al-
low the cat-call to be older than Thefpis, and is apt
to think it appeared in the world foon after the an-
cient comedy ; for which reafon it has ftill a place in
our dramatic entertainments. Nor muft I here omit
what a very curious gentleman, who is lately return-
ed from his travels, has more than once affured me,
namely, that there was lately dug up at Rome the
flatue of 2 Momus, who holds an inftrument in his
right-hand very much refumbling our modern cat-
call.

There are others who afcribe this invention to Or-
pheus, and look upon the cat-call to be one of thofe
inltruments which that famouns mufician made ufe of
to draw the beafts about him. It is certain, that the
roafting of a cat does not call together a greater au-
dience of that fpecies than this inftrument, if dex-
teroufly played upon in proper time and place.

But notwithftanding thefe various and learned con-
je€tures, I cannot forbear thinking that the cat-call is
originally a piece of Englith mufic. Its refemblance
to the voice of fome of our Britifh fongfters, as well
as the ufe of it, which is peculiar to our nation, con-
firms me in this opinion. It has at leaft received
great improvements among us, whether we confider
the inflrument itfelf, or thofe feveral quavers and
graces which are thrown into the playing of it.
Every one might be fenfible of this who heard that
remarkable overgrown cat-call which was placed in
the centre of the pit, and prefided over all the reit
at the celebrated performance lately exhibited in
Drury-Lane.

Having faid thus much concerning the original of
the cat-call, we are in the next place to confider the
ufe of it. The cat-call exerts itfelf to moft advan-
tage in the Britifh theatre. It very much improves
the found of noenfenfe, and often goes along with the
voice of the a&tor who pronounces it, as the violin
or harpfichord accompanies the Italian recitativo. -

£
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It has often fupplied the place of the ancient
chorus, in the words of Mr. * *#, In fhort, a bad
poet has as great an antipathy to a cat-call as many
people have to a real cat.

Mz. Collier, in his ingenious eflay upon muﬁc,
has the following paflage :

# T believe it 1s poflible to invent an infirument

¢ that fhall have 2 quite contrary effe& to thofe mar-

“ tial ones now in ufe: An inftrument that fhall
¢ fink the fpirits, and fhake the nerves, and curdle
the blood, and infpire defpair, and cowardice; and
“¢ confternation, at a {furprifing rate. ’Tis probable
“ the roariug of lions, the warbling of cats and
‘¢ fereech-owls, together with a mixture of the howl-
“ ing of dogs, judicionfly imitated and compound-
¢ ed, might go 2 great way in this invention. Whe-
“ ther fuch anti-mufic as this might not be of fer-
“ yice In a catap; I fhall leave to the military men
# to confider.”

‘What this learned gentleman fuppo{'cs in Specula-
tion, I have known actually verified in praélice. The
cat-call has firuck a damp into generals, and fright-
ed heroes off the flage. At the firft found of it I

‘have feen a crowned head tremble, and a princefs fall
into fits. The Humorous Lieutenant him{¢lf could

not fland it. Nay, I am told that even Almanzor
looked like a moufe, and trembled at the voice of
this ternfymg inftrument.

As it is of a dramatic nature, and peculiarly ap-
propriated to the ftage, I can by no means approve
the thought of that angry lover, who, after an un-
fuccefsful purfuit of fome years, took leave of his
m;ﬂre{'s in a ferenade of cat-calls.

I muft conclude this Paper with the accountI have
jately received of an mgcmous artift who has ]ong
{tudied this inftrument, and is very well verfed in
all the rules of the drama. He teaches to play on it by
book, and to exprefs by it the whole art of criticifm.
He has Lis bafs and his treble cat-call ; the former
for tragedy, the latter for comedy : only in tragi-co-
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medies they may both play together in concert. He
has a particular {queak to denote the violation of each
of the unities, and has different founds to thew whe-
ther he aims at the poet or the player. In fhort, he
teaches the {mut note, the fuflian note, the ftupid
note ; and has compofed a kind of air that may ferve
as an aé-tune to an incorrigible play, and which
takes in the whole compafs of the cat-call.

Thurfday, May 1, 17128+

——— Prriture parcite charte.
' Juv. Sat. 1. ver. 18.

In mercy {pare us, when we do our beft
To make as much wafte paper as the reft,

I HAVE often pleafed myfelf with confidering the
two kinds of benefits which accrue to the public
from thefe my Speculations, and which, were I to
fpeak after the manner of logicians, I would diftin-
guifth into the material and the formal. By the lat-
ter I underftand thofe advantages which my readers
receive, as their minds are either improved or de-
lighted by thefe my daily labours ; but having al-
ready feveral times defcanted on my endeavours in
this light, I fhall at prefent wholly confine myfelf to
the confideration of the former. By the word mate-
rial, I mean thofe henefits which arife to the public
‘from thefe my Speculations, as they confume a confi-
derable quantity of our paper-manufacture, employ
our artifans in printing, and find bufinels for great
numbers of indigent perfons.
Our paper-manufadinre takes into it feveral mean
materials which could be put to no other ufe, and
. affords work for feveral hands in the colleéling of
them, which are incapable of any other employment.
* No. 367, Thofe
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Thofe poor retailers, whom we fee fo bufy in every
ftreet, deliver in their refpeltive gleanings to the
- mierchant. The merchant carges them in loads to

the paper-mill, where they pafls through a freth fet

of hands, and give life to another trade. Thofe who
have mills on their eftates, by this means confider-

ably raife their rents ; and the whole nation is in a

great meafure fupplied with a manufacture, for which

formerly fhe was obliged to her neighbours.

The materials are no fooner wrought into paper,
but they are diftributed among the prefles, where
they again fet innumerable artifts at work, and fur-
nith bufinefs to another myflery. From hence ac-
cordingly, as they are ftained with news or politics,
they fly through the town in Poft-Men, Poft-Boys,
Daily Courants, Reviews, Medleys, and Examiners.
Men, women and children contend who fhall be the
firft bearers of them, and get their daily fuftenance
by fpreading them. In fhort, when I trace in my
mind a bundle of rags to a quire of Speétators, I find
fo many hands employed in every ftep they take
through their whole progrefs, that while I am writ-
ing a Speétator, I fancy myfelf providing bread for a
maultitude.

If I do not take care to obviate fome of my witty
readers, they will be apt to tell me, that my Paper,
after it is thus printed aad publithed, is ftill benefi-
cial to the public on feveral occafions. I muft con-
fefs I have lighted my pipe with my own wo ks for
this twelvemonth paft. My landlady often fends up
her little daughter to defire fome of my old Spefta-
tors, and has frequently told me, that the paper they
are printed on is the befl in the world to wrap fpice
in. They likewife make a good foundation for a
mutton pye, as I have more than once experienced,
and were very much fought for laft Chriftmas by the
whole neighbourhood.

It is pleafant enough to confider the changes that
a linen fragment undergoes, by pafling through the
feveral hands above mentioned. The fineft pieces of

i Aaz holland,
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holland, when worn to tatters, allume a new white-
nefs more beantiful than their firft, and often return
in the fhape of letters to their native country. A
lady's thift may be metamorphofed into billets-doux,
and come into her poﬂbﬁion a fecond time. A beau
may perufe his cravat after it is worn out with
greater pleafure and advantage than ever he did in
2 glals. In a word, a piece of cloth, after having
, officiated for fome years as a towel or a napk.m,
may by this means be raifed from a dunghill, and
become the moft valuable piece of furniture in a
prince’s cabinet.

The politeft nations of Europe have endeavoured
to vie with one another for the reputation of the
fineft printing. Abfolute governments, as well as re-
publics, have encouraged an artwhich feems to be
the nobleft and moft beneficial that ever was invent-
ed among the fons of men. The prefent king of
France, in his purfuits after qloly, ‘has particulary
diftinguithed himfelf by the promoting of this ufeful
art ; infomuch that {feveral books have been printed
in the Louvre at his own expence, upon which he
dets fo great a value, that he confiders them as the
nobleft prefents he can make to foreign princes and
ambaffadors. If we look into the commonwealths
of Holland and Venice, we fhall find that in this par-
ticular they have made themfelves the envy of the
greateft monarchies. Elzevir and Aldus are more
frequently mentioned than any penfioner of the one,
or doge of the other.

The feveral preffes which are now in England,
and the great encouragement which has been given
to learning for fome years laft paft, has made our
own nation as glorious upon this account, as for its
late triumphs and conquefts. The new edition which
is given us of Ceafar’s Commentaries, has already
been taken notice of in foreign Gazettes, and is 2
work that does honour to the Englifh prefs. Itis
no wonder that an edition {hould be very correé,
which has pafled through the hands of one of the

moft
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toit accurate, learned, and judicious writers this age
has produced. The beauty of the paper, of the cha-
racter, and of the feveral cuts with which this noble
work is illuftrated, makes it the fineft book that I
haye ever feen ; and is a true inftance of the Englith
genius, which, though it does not come the firft into
any art, generally carries it to greater heights than
any other country in the world., I am particularly
glad that this author comes from a Britifh printing
houfe in fo great a magnificence, as he is the firft
who has given us any tolerable account of our coun-

My illiterate readers, if any fuch there are, will be
furprifed to hear me talk of learning as the glory of
a mation, and of printing as an art that gains repu-
tation to a people among whom it flonrifhes. When
men’s thoughts are taken up with avarice and ambi-
tion, they cannot look upon any thing as great or
valuable, which does not bring with it an extraordi-
nary power or intereft to the perfon who is concern-
ed in it. Butas I fhall never fink this Paper fo far
as to engage with Goths and Vandals, I fhall only
regard fuch kind of reafoners with that pity which
15 due to fo deplorable a degree of ftupidity and ig-
norance.

Tugfdaj, May 6, 1712 %,

Famneigitur laudas quod de fapientibus unus
Ridebat ? Juv. Sat. x. 28.

¢ And fhall the fage your approbation win,
* Whofe laughing features wore a conftant grin??

SHALL communicate to my reader the following
letter for the entertainment of this day.
* No. 371. “SIR,
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‘OU know very well that our nation is more
famous for that fort of men who are called

¢ Whims and Humourifts, than any other country

€
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in the world ; for which reafon it is obferved, that
our Englifh comedy excels that of all other nations
in the novelty and variety of its charaéters.

“ Among thele innumerable fets of whims which
our country produces, there are none whom I have
regarded with more curiofity than thofe who have
invented any particular kind of diverfion for the
entertainment of themfelves or their friends. My
letter fhall fingle out thofe who take delight in
forting a company that has fomething of burlefque
and ridicule in its appearance. I fhall make my-
felf underftood by the following example. One
of the wits of the laft age, who was a man of a good
eftate, thought he never laid out his money bettex
than in a jeft. As he was one year at the Bath, cb-
ferving that in the great confluence of fine people,
there were {everal among them with long chins, a
part of the vifage by which ‘he himfelf was very
much diftinguithed, he invited to dinner half a
{core of thefe remarkable perfons who had their
mouths in the middle of their fates. They had
no fooner placed themfelves about the table, but
they began to flare upon one another, not being
able to imagine what had brought them together.
Our Englith proverb fays,

¢ *Tis merry in the hall,
“ When beards wag all.”

¢ It proved fo in the affembly T am now fpeaking
of, who, feeing fo many peaks of faces agitated
with eating, drinking and difcourfe, and obferving
all the chins that were prefent meeting together
very often over the centre of the table, every one
grew fenfible of the jeft, and gave into it with fo

“ much
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much good humour, that they lived in ftriét friend-

s {hip and alliance from that day forward.

¢ The fame gentleman fome time after packed to-
gether a fet of Oglers, as he called them, confift-
ing of fuch as had an unlucky caft in their eyes.
His diverfion on this occafion was to fee the crofs
bows, miftaken figns, and wrong connivances,
that paffed amidft fo many broken and refracted
rays of fight.

« The third feaft which this merry gentleman ex-
hibited was to the Stammerers, whom he got to-
gether in a fufficient body to fill his table. He
had ordered one of his fervants, who was placed
behind a fcreen, to write down their table-talk,
which was very eafy to be done without the help
of thort hand. It appears by the notes which were
taken, that though their converfation never fell,
there were not above twenty words fpoken during
the firft courfe ; that upon ferving up the fecond,
one of the company was a quarter .of an hour in
telling them, - that the ducklings and afparagus

‘were very good; and that another took up the

fame time in declaring himfelf of the fame opinion.
This jeft did not, however, go off fo well as the
former; for one of the guefts being a brave man,
and fuller of reféentment than he knew how to ex-
prefs, went out of the room, and fent the facetious
inviter a challeage .in writing, which, though it
was afterwards dropped by the interpofition of
friends, put a flop to thefe ludicrous entertain-
ments.

¢ Now, Sir, I dare fay you will agree with me,
that as there is no moral in thefe jeils, they ought
to be difcouraged, and looked upon rather as pieces
of unluckinefs than wit. However, as it is natu-
ral for one man to refine upon the thought of an-
other, and impoflible for any fingle perfon, how
great foever his parts may be, to invent an art,
and bring it to its utmoft perfe€iion, I fhal]l here

¢ give you an account of an honeft gentleman of my

¢ acquaintance,
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acquaintance, who, upon hearing the chara&erofithe
wit above mentioned, has himfelf affumed it, and
endeavoured to convert it to the benefit of mankind.
Heinvited halfa dozen of his friends one day to din-
ner, who were each of them famous for inferting fe-
veral redundant phrafes in their difcourfe, as d’ye
hear me, d’ye fee, that is, and fo Sir. Each of his
guefts making frequent ufe of his particular elo-
quence, appeared {o ridiculous to his neighbour,
that he could not but refleét upon himfelf as ap-
pearing equally ridiculous to the reit of the com-
pany. By this means, before they had fat long
together, every one talking with the greateft cir-
cumfpeétion, and carefully avoiding his favourite
expletive, the converfation was cleared of its re-
dundancies, and had 2 greater quantity of fenfe,
though lefs of found in it.
¢ The fame well-meaning gentleman took occa-
fion, at another time, to bring together fuch of
his friends as were addifted to a foolith habitual
cuftom of fwearing. In order to thew them the
abfurdity of the praftice, he had recourfe to the
invention above mentioned, having placed an ama-
nuenfis in a private part of the room. After the
fecond bottle, when men open their minds with-
out referve, my honeft friend began to take notice
of the many fonerous but unneceflary words that
had paffed in his houfe fince their fitting down at
table, and how much good converfation they had
loft by giving way to fuch fuperfluous phrafes.
What a tax, fays he, would they have raifed for the
poor, had we put the laws in execution upon one
another ! Every one of them took this gentle
reproof in good part. Upon which he told them,
that, knewing their converfation would have no
fecrets in it, he had ordered it to be taken down
in writing, and for the humour fake would read
it to them, if they pleafed. There were ten theets
of it, which might have been reduced to two, had
there not been thofe abominable interpolations I
“ have
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have before mentioned. Upon the reading of it in
cold blood, it looked rather like a confe"ence of
fiends than of men. In fhort, every one trembled at
himfelf upon hearing calmly what he had pro-
nounced amidft the heat and inadvertency of dif-
courfe.

¢ T fhall only mention another occafion wherein he
made ufe of the fame invention to cure a different
kind of men, who are the pefls of all polite con-
verfation, and murder time as much as either of
the two former, though they do it more innocent-
ly ; I mean that dull generation of ftory-tellers.
My friend got together about half a dozen of his
acquaintance who were infected with this firange
malady. The firft day, one of them, fitting down,
entered upon the fiege of Namur, which lafted till
four o’clock, their time of parting, The fecond
day, a North Briton took pofleflion of the dif-
courfe, which it was impoflible to get out of his
hands fo' long as the company flayed together.
The third day was engrofled after the fame man-
ner by a flory of the fame length. They at laft
bggan to reflet upon this barbarous way of treat-
ing one another, and by this means aw akened out-
of that lethargy ‘with which each of them had
been feized for feveral years.

“ As you have fomewhere declared, that extracr-
dinary and uncommon charafters of mankind are
the game which you delight in, and as I look up-
on you to be the greatelt {portfman, or, if you
pleafe, the Nimrod among this {pecies of writers,
1 thought this difcovery would not be unaccept.
able to you.

¢ Jam,

(1 Si_l',” E5'£'.,

Yoru: II1, Bh
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Tuefday, May 13, 1712 *.

Buid quifgue witet, nunguam bomini fatis
Cautum eff in boras

Hor. Od. xiii. 13.

What each fhould fly is feldom known ;
We, unprovided, are undone.
CREECH.

OVE was the mother of poetry, and {till pro-
duces, among the moft ignorant and barbar-
ous, a thoufand imaginary diftrefles and poetical com-
plaints. It makes a footman talk like Oroondates,
and converts a brutal ruftic into a gentle fwain. The
moft ordinary plebeian or mechanic in love, bleeds
and pines away with a certain elegance and tender-
nefs of fentiments which this paffion naturally in-
ipires.
- Thefe inward languifhings of a mind infefted with
this foftnefs, have given birth to a phrafe which is
made ufe of by all the melting tribe, from the high-
eft to the loweft ; T mean that of dying for love.
Romances, whxch owe their very being to this
peffion, are full thefe metaphorical deaths. Heroes
and heroines, knights, fquires and damfels, are all
of them in a2 dying condition. There is the fame
kind of mortality in our modern tragedies, where
every one galps, faints, bleeds, and dies. Many of
the poets, to defcribe the execution which is done by
this paffion, reprefent the fair fex as bafilifks that de-
ftroy with their eyes ; but I think Mr. Cowley has
with greater juftnefs of thonght compared a beautiful
woman to a porcupine, that {fends an arrow from every
part. = .
* No. 377 I have
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I have often thought, that there is no way fo ef-
fe¢tual for the cure of this general infirmity, as a
man’s refle@ting upon the motives that produce it.
When the paflion proceeds from the fenfe of any vir-
tue or perfection’in the perfon beloved, I would by
no means difcourage it ; but if a man confiders that
all his heavy complaints of wounds and deaths arife
from fome little affe@ation of coquetry, which are
improved into charms by his own fond imagination,
the very laying before himfelf the caufe of his dif-
temper may be fufficient to effeét the cure of it.

It 1s in this view that I have looked over the fe-
veral bundles of letters which I have received from
dying people, and compofed out of them the following
bill of mortality, which I fhall lay before my reader
without any further preface, as hoping that it may
be ufeful to him in difcovering thofe feveral places
where there is moft danger, and thofe fatal arts which
are made ufe of to deftroy the heedlefs and unwary.

Lyfander, flain ata puppet-fhow on the third of
September. .

Thirfis, fhot from a cafement in Piccadilly,

T. S. wounded by Zelinda’s fearlet ftocking, as
the was ftepping out of a coach.

Will. Simple, fmitten at the opera by the glance
of an eye that was aimed at one who flood by
him.

Tho. Vainlove, loft his life at a ball.

Tim. Tattle, killed by the tap of 2 fan on his
left thoulder by Coquetilla, as he was talking care-
lefsly with her in a bow-window.

Sir Simon Softly, murdered at the playhoufe in
Driiry-Lane by a frown,

Philander, mortally wounded by Cleora as the was
adjufting her tucker.

Ralph Gapley, Efq. hit by a random fhot at the
ring.

F. R. caught his death upon the water April the
firft.
Bba W. W.
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W. W. killed by an unknown hand that was pldy-
ing with the glove off upen the fide of the front boxt
in Drury-Lane.

Sir Chriftopher Crazy, Bart, hurt by the brufh of
a whalebone petticoat.

Sylvius, fhot through the flicks of a fan at St.
James’s church.

Damon, ftruck through the heart by a diamond neck-
lace.

Thomas Trufty, Francis Goofequill, William Mean-
well, Edward Callow, Efgrs. ftanding in a row, fell
all four at the fame time by an ogle of the Widow
Trapland.

Tom Rattle, chancing to tread upon a lady’s tail as
he came out of the playhoule, fhe turned full upon
him and-laid him dead upon the {pot.

Dick Taftewell, flain by a blufh from the Queen’s
box in the third aét of . The Trip to the Jubilee.

Samuel Felt, haberdafther, wounded in his walks
to Iflington b}' Mrs. Sufanna Crofsftitch as the was
clambermg over a ftile.

+ R.F.,T. W, 5.1, M. P, &°c. put to death in the
laft hirth-day aiillicre.

Roger Blinko, cut off in the twenty-firlt year of
his age by a white wafh.

Mufidorus, flain by an arrow that flew out of a
dimple in Belinda’s left cheek.

- Ned Courtly, prefenting Flavia with her glove
(which f{he had dropped on purpofe), fhe received it,
and took away his life with a curtfy.

John Goflelin, having received a {light hurt from a
pair of blue eyes, as he was making his efcape, was.

difpatched by a fmile.

Strephon, killed by Clarinda as fhe looked down’
into the pit.

Charles Carelefs, fhot flying by a girl of fifteen, who-
unexpectedly popped her head upon him out of 2
coach, :

Jofiah Wither, aged three fcote and three, fent to
his long home by Elizabeth Jetwell, {pinfter. ok
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Jack Freelove, murdered by Meliffa in her hair.

William Wifeacre, gent. drowned in a flood of
tears by” Moll Common.

John Pleadwell, Efq. of the Middle Temple, bar~
rifter at law, aflaflinated in his chambers on the 6th
inftant by Kitty Sly, who pretended to come to him
for his advice.

Saturday, May 17, 1712 *.

Fquam mements vebus in arduts
Servare mentem, non fecus in bonis,
Ab infolenti temperatam
Latitia, morituriy Deli.
Hor. 3 Od. ii. 1.

¢ Be calm, my Delius, and ferene,
¢ However fortune change the fcene.
¢ In thy moft dejefted flate,
“ Sink not underneath the weight ;
¢ Nor yet when happy days begm,
¢ And the full tide comes rolling in,
¢ Let a fierce unruly joy
¢ The [ettled quiet of thy mind deftroy.
Axox.

HAVE always preferred cheerfulnefs to mirth.
The latter I confider as an a&, the former as an
habit of the mind. Mirth is fhort and tranfient ; cheer-
fulnefs fixed and permanent. Thofe are often raifed
into the greateft traniports of mirth, who are fubject
to the greatelt depreffions of melanchely. On the
contrary, cheerfulnefs, theugh it does not give the
mind fuch an exquifite gladnefs, prevents us from
falling into any depths of forrow. Mirth is like 2
flafh of lightning, that breaks through a gloom of
* No. 381. clouds,
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clouds, and glitters for a moment; cheerfulnefs keeps
up 2 kind of day-light in the mind, a.nd fills it with
a fteady and perpetual ferenity.

Men of auftere principles-look upon mirth as too
wanton and difiolute for a fiate of probation, and as
filled with a certain trinmph and infolence of heart
that is inconfiftent with a life which is every moment
obnoxious to the greateft dangers. Writers of this
complexion have ohferved, that the facred perfon, who
was the great pattern of perfeftion, was never feen
to langh.

Cheerfulnefs of mind is not liable to any of thefe
exceptions: It is of a ferlous and compofed nature :
it does not throw the mind into a condition improper
for the prefent ftate of humanity, and is very con-
fpicuous in the charaéters of thofe who are looked
upon as the greateft philofophers among the Heathens,
as well as among thofe who have been defervedly
efteemed as faints and holy men among Chriftians.

If we confider cheerfulnefs in three hghts, with
regard to ourfelves, to thofe we converfe with, and
to the great anthor of our being, it will not a little
recommend itfelf on each of thefe accounts, The
man who is poflefled of this excellent frame of mind,
is not only ealy in his thoughts, but a perfeét mafter
of all the powers and faculties of his foul. His ima-
gination is always clear, and his judgment undifturb-
ed. His temper is even and unruffled, whether in
aftion or in folitude. He comes with a relith to all
thofe goods which nature has provided for him, taftes
all the pleafures of the creation which are poured a-
bout him, and does not feel the full weight of thofe
accidental evils which may befal him,

If we confider him in relation to the perfons with
whom he converfes, it naturally produces love and
good will towards him. A cheerful mind is not only
difpofed to be affable and obliging, but raifes the fame
good humour in thofe who ecome within its influence.
A man finds himfelf pleafed, he does not know why,
with the cheerfulnefs of his companion. It is like 2

fudden
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fudden funfhine that awakens a fecret delight in the
mind, without attending to it. The heart rejoices of
its own accord, and naturally flows out into friend-
fhip and benevolence towards the perfon who ha