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H I S T O R Y
O F

My Gwn Times.
HE Parliament of Engîand had 1677,"
been prorogued for about a year
and fome months, by two différent Adufftlon

^ J r , r raiied in
prorogations. Une or theie was Eno-iand
for more than a year. So upon about tbe
that it was made à queftion, whether legality of

by thatthe Parliament was not diffolved. The argu-
ment for it was laid thus. By the ancient laws a Par-*
iiament was to be held " once a year, and oftener
<s if need be It was faid, the words, " ifneed be,"
in one aét, which were not in another that ena&ed
an annual Parliament without that addition, did
not belong to the whole period, by which a feffiori
was only to be held once a year if it was needful y
but belonged only to the word " oftener So that
the law was poiitive for a Parliament once a year :
And if fo, then any a£t contrary to that law was
an unlawful aft : By confequence, it could have
no opération : From whericé it was inferred, that
the prorogation. which did run beyond a year, and

Vol. IL B * by



2 The History of the Reigîl
1:677. by confequencè made that the Parliament could

not fit that year, was illégal -, and that therefore
the Parliament could not fit by virtue of fuch an
illégal ade. Lord Shaftfbury laid hoid on this
with great joy, and he thought to work his point
by it. The Duke of Buckingham was for every
thing that would embroil matters. The Earl of
Salifbury was brought into it, who was a high
fpirited man, and had a very ill opinion of the
Court. Lord Wharton went alfo into it. And
Lord ITollis writ a book for it : But a fit of the
gout kept him out of the way. Ail the reft of the
party was againft it. They faid, it was a fubtilty :
And it was very dangerous to hang fo much
weight upon fuch weak grounds. The words, " if
" need be," had been underftood to belong to the
whole a£t : And the long Parliament did not pré¬
tend to make annual Parliaments neceflary, but in-
fifted only on a triennial Parliament : If there had
been need of a Parliament during that long pro¬
rogation, the King by proclamation might have
diffolved it, and called a new one. Ail that knew
the temper of the Houle of Commons were much
trotibled at this dilpute, that was like to rife on
fuch a point. It was very certain the majority of
both Houfes, who only could judge it, would be
againft it. And they thought fuch an attempt to
force a diffolution, would make the Commons do
every thing that the Court defired. Lord Hallifax
fet himfelf much againft this ; and did it not
without expreffing great fharpnefs againft Lord
Shaftfbury, who could not be managed in this
inatter. So, upon the firft opening the feffion,
the debate was brought on : And thefe Lords
ftood againft the whole Houfe. That matter was
foon decided by a queftion.

But then a fécond debate arofe, which held for
two days, whether thefe Lords were not liable to
cenfure, for offering a debate, that might create
great diftradions in the fubjecfs minds, conceru-

ing
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ing the legality of Parliament. Lord Hallifax with
the reft of the party argued againft it ftrongly.
Tliey faid, if an idle motion wàs made, and
checked at firft, he that made it might be cen-
fured for it, tho' it was feldom, if ever, to be
pradtifed in a free Council, where every mari was
not bound to be wife, nor to make no impertinent
motion : But when the motion was entertained, and
a debate followed, and a queftion was put upOn
it, it was deftruétive to the freedom of publick
Councils, to call any one to an àccount for it : TheLords
They might with the famé juftice câlî them to an thatmov-
account for their debates and votes : So that noe(litfcne
man was fafe, unlefs he could know where the
majority would be : Here would be a precedent to
tip down fo many Lords at a time, and to garboil
the Fîoufe, as often as any party fhould h ave a
great majority. It was faid on the other hand,
here was a defign to put the Nation into great dif-
order, and to bring the legality of a Parliament
into difpute. So it was carried to oblige them toI O

afk pardon as delinquents : Otherwife it was re-
folved to fend them to the Tower. They refufed
to aile pardon ; and fo were fent thither. The Earl
of Sâliïbury was the firft that was câlled on : For
the Duke of Buckingham went out of the Houfe»
Fie defired, he might have his fervants to wait
on him : And the firft he named was his cook ;

wiiicli the King refented highly, as carrying in it
an infmuation of the worft fort. The Earl of
Shaftfbury made the famé demand. But the LoYd
Wharton did not aflc for his cook. The Duke of
Buckingham came in next day j and v/as fent after
them to the Tower. And they were ordered to
continue prifoners during the pleafure of the
Houfe, or during the King's pleafure. They were
much vifited. So to check that, tho' no corn-*

plaint was made of their behaviour, they were
made clofe prifoners, not to be vifited without
leave from the King, or the Houfe'i And par-

B % ticuiar
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1^77. ticular obiervations were nlade of ail thofe that

afked leave. This was much cried out on : And
the Earl of Danby's long imprifonment afterwards,
was thought a juft retaliation for the violence with
which he drove this on. Three of the lords lay
in the Tower for fome months : But they were fet
at iiberty upon their petitioning the Kjing* Lord
Shaftfbury would not pétition : But he moved in
the King's Bench that he might be difcharged. The
King's juffcice, he faid, was to be difpenfed in that
Court. The Court faid, he was committed by an
order from the Houfe of Lords, which was a
Court fuperior to them : So they could -take no
cognizance of the matter. Lord Danby cenfured
this motion highly, as done in contempt of the
LIoufe of Lords ; and faid, he would make ufe of
it againft him next feffion of Parliament. Yet
he was often forced to make the famé motion at

that bar : And he complained of the injuftice of
the Court for refufing to bail or difcharge him,
tho' in that they followed the precedent which at
this time was direéted by himlelf.

Proceed- The debate about the diffolution of the Parlia¬
ment, had the effedt in the Houfe of Commons
that was forefeen : For the Commons were much
inflamed againft Lord Shaftfbury, and his party.
They at fifft voted 600,000 /. for the building
thirty fhips : For they refolved to begin with a
popular bill. A claufe was put in the bill by the
Country party, that the money fhould be accounted
for to the Commons, in hope that the Lords would
al ter that claufe, and make it accountable to both
Houles 5 which was done by the Lords, and con¬
férences were held upon it. The Lords thought,
that, fince they paid their fhare of the tax, it was
not reafonable to exclude them from the accounts.

The Commons adhered to their claufe : And the
bill was in great danger of being loft. But the
King prevailed with the Lords to recede. An ad-
ditional excïfe, that had been formerly given, was

now

Ings in
Parlia¬
ment.



of King Charles II. £
now falîing : So they continued that for three 167y.
years longer. And they were in ail things fo com-
pliant, that the Court had not for many years had
fo hopeful a feffion as this was. But ail was
changed of a fudden.

The King of France was then making one or AfFairs la
his early campaigns in Flanders -, in which he at Flanders.
Frit took Valenciennes, and then dividedhis Àrmy
in two. He with one belieged Cambray: And
the other commanded by his brother belieged St.
Qmer. But, tho' I intend to fay little of foreign
affairs, yet where I came to the knowledge of par-
ticulars that I have notfeen in anyprinted relations,
I will venture to fet them down. Turenne's death
was a great blow to the King of France ; but not
to his Minifters, whom he defpifed, and who hated
him. But the King had fuch a perfonal regard to
him, that they were afraid of oppofing him too
much. He was both the moft cautious, and the
molt obliging General that ever commanded an
Army. He had the art of making every man
love him, except thofe that thought they came in
fome compétition with him : For he was apt to
treat them with too much contempt. It was an ex-
traordinary thing that a random cannon fhot fhould
have killed him. He fat by the balance of his
body a while on the faddle, but fell down dead in
the place : And a great delign he had, which pro-
bably would have been fatal to the German Army,
died with him. The Prince of Condè was fent to

command the Army to his great affliétion : For
this was a déclaration, that he was elteemed in-
ferior to Turenne, which he could not well bear,
tho' he was inferior to him in ail that related to

the command •, unlefs it was in a day of battle,
in which the prefence of minci, and vivacity of
thought, which were wonderful in him, gave him
fome advantage. But he had too much pride, to
be fo obliging as a General ought to be. And he
was too much a Haye to pleafure, and gamed too

B 3 muchg
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'j6yy. much, to have that confiant application to his

bufinefs that the other had. He was entirely loffc
in the King's good opinion, not only by reafon.
of his behaviour during his minority : But, after
that was forgiven, once when the King was ili,
not without appréhendons, he fent for him, and
recommended his fon to his care, in cafe he fhould
die at that time. But he, inflead of receiving
this, as a great mark of confidence, with due ac~
knowledgemetits, expoftulated upon the ill ufage
he had met with. The King recovered ; but
ne ver forgot that treatment, and took ail occa¬
sions to mortify him ; which the Minifiers knew
•well, and feconded him in it : So that, bating the
outward refpedl due to his birth, they treated him
very hardly in ail his prétendons.

The The French King came down to Flanders in
French and ftrft took Condè, and then befieged
clinld a2" ®ouchain. The fiege went on in form : And the
battle King lay with an Army covering it, when on a
when of- fudden the Prince of Orange drew his Army to-
fered by gether, and went tip almofl to the Kingrs camp,

offering him battle. Ail the Marfhals and Ge-
& nerals concluded that battle was to be given, and

that the war would be that day ended. The King
heard ail this coldly. Schomberg was newly

, made a Marfhal, and had got great honour tlie
year before againfl the Prince of Orange, in raifing
the fiege of Maeflrickt. He commanded in a
quarter at fome diflance. The King faid, he would
corne to no refolution, till he heard his opinion,
Louvoy fent for him by a confident perfon, whom
he ordered to tell him what had happened -, and
that, in any opinion he was to give, he muft con-
fider the King's perfon. So, when he came to the
King's tent, a council of war was called : And
Schomberg was ordered to deliver his opinion
firfl. He faid, the King was there on defign to
cover the fiege of Bouchain : A young General
was corne up on a defperate humour to offer him

battle ^

*
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battle : He did not doubt, but it would be a glo- 1677.
riou-s decifion of the war : But the King ought to
confider his own defigns, and not to be led out of
thefe by any bravado, or even by the great hope
of fuccefs : The King ought to remain in his poit,
till the place was taken : Otherwife he fuffered
another man to be the mafter of his counfels and
aètions. When the place was taken, then he was
to corne to new counfels : But till then he thought
he was to purfue his firft defign. The King laid
Schomberg was in the right : And he was ap-
plaudecl that day, as a better Courtier than a
General. I had ail this from his own mouth,

To this I will add a pleafant paffage, that the
Prince of Condè told young Rou vigny, now Earl
ot Galloway. The King of France has never yct
fought a battle -, and has a mighty notion of that
matter : And, it feerns, he appréhends the danger
of it too much. Once he was chiding the Prince
of Conti for his being about to jfight a combat
with a Man of quality. The King told him, he
ought to confider the dignity of his blood, and
not put himfelf on the level with other fubjefts ;
and that his uncle had declined hghting on that
very account. The Prince of Conti anfwered, my
uncle might well have done fo, after he had won
two battles ; but I, who have yet done nothing,
muft prétend to no fuch diftinclion. The King
told this anfwer to the Prince of Condè, who faw
he was nettied with it. So he faid to him, that
his nephew had in that fpoke like a young man :
For winning of a battle was no great matter ; fince,
tho' he who commanded had the glory of it, yet
it was the fubalterns that did the bufinefs : In
which he thought he pleafed the King ; and for
which he laughed heartily at him, when he told
the ftory. The late King told me, that in thefe
campaigns the Spaniards were both fo ignorant
and fo backward, fo proud and yet fo weak, that
they would never own their feeblenefs, or their

B 4 wants^
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1677. wants, to him. They pretended they had flores*

when they had none ; and thoufands, whèn they
fcarce had hundreds. He had in their counfels
often defired, that they would give him oniy a
true ftate of their garrifons and magazines. But
they always gave it falfe. So that for fome cam-
paigns ail was loft, merely becaufe they deceived
him in the ftrength they pretended they had. At
Jaft he believea nothing they faid, but fent his
own officers to examine every thing. Monterey
was a v/ife m an, and a good Governor, but was
a coward. Villa Hermofa was a brave man, but
ignorant and weak. Thus the Prince had a fad time

- of it every campaign. But none was fo unhappy
as this : In which, upon the lofs of Vaîenciennes,
he looking on St. Omer as more important than
Cambray, went thither, and ventured a battle ,too
rafhly. Luxembourgh, with a great body of
horfe, came into the Duke of Orleans's Army, juffc
as they were engaging. Some régiments of ma¬
rines, on whom the Prince depended much, did
bafely run away. Yet the other bodies fought fo
weli, that he loft not much, befides the honour

Cambray" of the day. But upon that St. Omer did imme-
Ome^ta ^*atety caphulate, as Cambray did fome days after,
kca> " It was thought, that the King was jealous of the

honour his brother had sot in that aétion ; for he
never had the command of an army after that
time : And, courage being the chief good quality
that he had, it was thought his having no occafion
given him to fhew it ftowed from fome particular
reafon.

rjnne Thefe things happening during this Seffion of
fioafe of Parliament, made great impreffion on ail peoples
Commons minds. Sir W. Coventry opened the bufinefs in
fhe the Houfe of Commons; and fhewed the danger
ço engage of aU thefe Provinces falling under the power of
pi chcwhr. France; which muft end in the ruin of the United

Provinces, if a timely ftop were not put to the
progrefs the French were makirig. He demon-g
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ftrated, that the intereft of England made it ne- 1677»
ceffary for the King to withdraw his médiation,
and enter into the alliance againft France : And
the whole Houfe went into this. There were great
complaints made of the régiments that the King
kept in the French arifty, and of the great fervice
that was done by them. It is true, the King fuf-
fered the Dutch to make levies. But there was

another fort of encouragement given to the levies
for France, particularly in Scotland ; where it
looked liker a prefs than a levy. They had not
only the publick jails given them to keep their
men in : But, when thefe were fulî, they had the
caille of Edinburgh affigned them, till fhips were
ready for their tranfport. Some, that were put
in prifon for Conventicles, were* by order of
Council, delivered to their officers. The Spanilh
Embafiador heard of this, and made great com¬
plaints upon it. So a Proclamation was ordered,
prohibiting any more levies. But Duke Lauder-
dale kept it up fome days, and w'rit down to hallen
the levies away j for a Proclamation wâs coming
down againft them. They were ail fhipped off,
but had not failed, when the Proclamation came
down : Yet it was kept up, till they failed away.
One of the fhips was driven back by ftrefs of
weather : But no care was taken to execute the
Proclamation. So apparently was that Kingdom in
a French management.

The Houfe of Commons prefied the King, by
repeated addreffes, to fall into the intereft of
Europe, as well as his own. The King was un-
eafy at this, and fent them feveral angry meflages*
Peace and war, he faid, were undoubtedly matters
within his prérogative, in which they ought not
to meddle. * And the King in common difcourfe
remembred often the Parliament's engaging his
father and grandfather in the affairs of Germany,
and to break the match with Spain, which proved
fatal to them : And he refolved not to be ferved in
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1677. fuch a manner. Upon this occafion, LordDanby

faw his error, af negiecfting the leading men, ancî
reckoning upon a majority, fuch as could be made :
For thefe leading men did fo entangle the debates,
and over-reached thofe on whom he had praétifed,
that they, working on the averfion that the Englifh
Nation naturally has to a French intereft, fpoiled
the hopefulleft Seffion the Court had had of a great
while, before the Court was well aware of it. The
King, who was yet firmly united with France, dif-
miffed them with a very angry fpeech, checking
them for going fo far in matters that were above
them, and that belonged only to him : Tho' they
brought to him many précédents in the Reigns
of the higheft fpirited of ail our Kings, in which
Parliaments had not only offered général advices,
about the entering into wars, but even fpecial ones,
as to the condudb that was to be held in them.-
IThe whole Nation thought it a great happinefs, to
fee a Seffion, that Lord Shaftfbury's willfuinefs
had, as it were, driven in to the Court, end with
doing fo little mifchief j far contrary to ail mens
expe&ations.

Tanbyde- When the Seffion was over, Lord Danby faw
clared a- Pis ruin was inévitable, if he could not bring the
France From ^ French intereft : Upon which he

fet himfelf much to it. And, as he talked with
an extraordinary zeal againft France on ail occa-
fions, fo he preffed the King much to foliow the
advices of his Parliament. The King feemed to
infitft upon this, that he would once have a peace
made, upon the grounds that he had concerted
with France : And, when that was done, he would
enter next day into the Alliance. But he ftood
much upon this -, that having once engaged with
France in the war, he could not with honourturn
againft France, till it was at an end. This was fuch
a refining in a point of honour, which that King
had not on ail other occafions confidered fo much,
that ail men beiieved there was fomewhat elfe at
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the bottom. The Earl of Danby continuée! to 1677.
give, by Sir William Temple, ail poffible afîu-
rances to the Prince of Orange, preffing him like-
wife to malce fome compliances on his iide.' And
he gave him great hopes of bringing about a mar-
riage with the Duke's Daughter * which was uni-
verlally defired by ail the Proteftant party, both
at home and abroad. Great offers were made to

the Duke to draw him into the Alliance. He was

offered the -command of the whole force of the
Allies. And he feemed to be wrought on by the
pr'ôfpect of fo great an authority. There was a
party that were ftill very jealous of Lord Danby
in ail this matter. Some thought, ail this was ar¬
tifice ; that a war would be offered to the next
Seffion, only to draw money from the Parliament,
and- thereby to raife an army ; and that, when the
arrny was raifed, and much money given to fup-
port it, ail would be fold to France for another
great fum -, and that the Parliament would be
brought. to give the money to pay an army for
fome years, till the Nation fhould be fubdued to
an entire compliance with the Court. ït was given
ôut, that this muft be the fcheme by which he
maintained himfelf in the King and the Duke's
confidence, even when he declared himfelf an open
enemy to that which they were ftill fupporting.
This he did with fo little decency, that at Sancroft's
confecration dinner, he began a health, to the con-
fufiori of ail that were not for a war with France.
He got the Prince of Orange to afk the King's
leave to corne over at the end of the campaign :
With which the Court of France was not pleafed ;
for they fufpefted a defign for the marriage. But
the King aflured Barillon, who was lately fent over
Eimbaftador in Courtin's place, that there was not
a thought of that ; and that the Prince of Orange
had only a mind to talk with him : And he hoped,
he fhould bring him into fuch meafures, as fhould
produce a fpeedy peaçe,
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1677. The campaign ended unfuccefsfully to the'

Prince ; For he fat down before Charleroy, but
Pfnc of Was ^orCe^ to ra^e t^ie hege- When that was
OraSe° over3 he came to England, and ftaid fome time
came hto in it, talking with his two uncles about a peace.
England. But they could not bring him up to their terms.

After a fruitlefs ftay for fome weeks, he intended
to go back without propofing marriage. He had
no mind to be denied : And he faw no hope of
fucceeding, unlefs he would enter more entirely into
his uncle's meafures. Lord Danby preffed his
ffcaying a few Days longer, and that the manage¬
ment of that matter might be left to him. So next
Monday morning, after he had taken care, by ail
his créatures about the King, to put him in a very
good humour, he came to the King, and told
him, he had received Letters from ail the beft
friends his Majefty had in England, and fhewed
a bundle of them (which he was pretty fure the
King would not trouble himfelf to read j probably
they were written as he had direfted.) They ail
agreed, he faid, in the famé advice, that the
King fih.ou.ld make a marriage between the Prince
of Orange and the Duke's Daughter : For they
ail believed he came over on that Account : And,
if he went away without it, no body would doubt,
but that he had propofed it, and had been dçnied.
Upon which the Parliament would certainly make
addreffes to the King for it. And if the marriage
was made upon that, the King would lofe the
grâce and thanks of it : But if it was ftill denied,
even after the addreffes of both ffoufes, it would
raife jealoulies that might have very ill confe-
quences. Whereas, if the King did it of his own
motion, he would have the honour of it : And,
by fo doing, he would bring the Prince into a
greater dependence on himfelf, and beget in the
Nation fuch a good opinion of hims as would lay
a foundation for a mutual confidence. This he
enforced with ail the. topicks he could think
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on. The King faid, the Prince had not fo much 1 6jj.
as propofed it : Lord Danby owned he had fpoke
of it to himfelf ; and faid, that his not moving it
to the King was only, becaufe he apprehended he
was not like to fucceed in it. The King faid next,
my brother will never confent to it. Lord Danby
anfwered, perhaps not, unle-fs the King took it
upon him to command it : And he thought it was
the Duke's intereft to have it done, even more than
the King's : Ail People were now poiïèfîèd of his
being a Papift, and were very apprehenfive of it :
But if they faw his daughter given to one that
was at the head of the Proteftant intereft, it would
very much foften- thofe apprehenfions, when it did
appear that his religion was only a perfonal thing,
not to be derived to his children after him. With
ail this the King was convinced. So he fent for
the Duke, Lord Danby ftaying ftill with him.
"When the Duke came, the King told him he had
fent for him, to defire he would confent to a thing
that he was fure was as much for his intereft, as
it was for his own quiet and fatisfaétion. The
Duke, without aiking what it was, faid, he would
be ready always to comply with the King's pleafure
in every thing. So the King left it to the Lord
Danby to fay over ail he had faid on that head to
himfelf. The Duke feemed much concerned. But
the King faid to him ; Brother, I defire it of you
for my fake, as well as your own : And upon that
the Duke confented to it. So Lord Danby fent
immediately for the Prince, and in the King's
name ordered a Council to be prefently fummoned.
Upon the Prince's coming, the King, m a very
obliging way, faid to him ; Nephew, it is not
good for man to be alone, I will give you a help
meet for you : And fo he told him he would be-
ftow his niece on him. And the Duke, with a

feeming heartinefs, gave his confent in very oblig¬
ing tenus : The King adding; Nephew, reniember
ïhat love and war do not agree well together. In
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1677; the mean while the news of the intended marïîàg#

went over the Court and Town, Ail, except the
French and the Popifh partyr were much pleafed
wîth it. Barillon was amazed. He went to the
Dutchefs of Portfmouth, ; and got her to lend ail
her créatures to defire to fpeak to the King : She

He mar- writ him likewife feveral Billets to the famé pur-

-|the pofe. But Lord Danby had ordered the Council
daughter to 1oe ca^ed: And he took care, that neitlier the

King nor the Duke ihould be fpoke to, tili the
matter was declared in council. And when that
was done, the King prefented the Prince to the
young Lady, as the perfon he defigned fhould be
her hufband. When Barillon faw; it was gone fo
far, he fent a Courier to the Court of France with
the news : Upon whofe arrivai Montague, that
was then oui* Embaffador there, was fent for.
When he came to Veriailles, he faw the King the
moft moved, that he had ever obferved him to
be. He afked him, when was the marriage to be
made ? Montague underftood not what he meant.
So he explainèd ail to him. Montague protefled
to him, that he knew nothing of the whole matter.
A-w-J „ <-* .

That King faid, he always believed the journey
would end in this : And he feemed to think that
our Court had now forlaken him. He fpoke of
the King's part in it more decently -, but expoftu-
lated leverely on the Duke's part, who had now
given his daughter to the greateft enemy he had in
the world. To ail this Montague had no anfwer
to make. But next night he had a courier with
letters, from the King, the Duke, and thp Prince,
to the King of France. The Prince had.no mind
to this piece of courtlhip : But his uncle obliged
him to it, as a civility due to kindred and blood.
The King affured the King of France, that he had
made the match on defign to engage the Prince to
be more traftable in the treaty, that was now go-
îng on at Nimeguert. The King of France re?
eeived thefe letters civilly -3 but did not feem much

fatisfied
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fatisfied with them. Montagne was called over 1677.
foon after this, to get new inftruCtions. And Lord
Danby alked him., how the Kingof France received
the news of theAiarriage. He anfwered, as he would
hâve done the lofs of an army ; and that he had
fpoke very hardly of the Duke, for confenting to
it, and not at leaft acquainting him with it. Lord
Danby anfwered, he wronged him ; for he did not
know of it an hour before it was publifhed, and
the King himfelf not abdye two hours. Ail this
relation I had from Montague himfelf. It was a
mafter-piece indeed, and the chief thing in the
Earl of Danby's miniftry, for which the Duke
never forgave him.

Upon the général fatisfaétion that this marriage 1678,
gave the whole Nation, a new feffion of Parlia- wy-xy,
ment was called in the beginning of the year 78 :
To which the King declared the fenfe he had of
the dangerous ftate their neighbours were in, and
that it was necelfary he fhould be put, in a pofture
to bring things to a balance. So the Houfe was
prefled to fupply the King in fo plentiful a manner*
as the occafion did require. The Court afked
money, both for an army and a fleet. Sir William.
Coventry fhewed the great inconvenience of raifing
a land army, the danger that might follow on it*
the little ufe could be made of it, and the great
charge it muft put the Nation to : He was for
hiring bodies from the German Princes, and for
affifting the Dutch with money : And he moved
to recal our troops from France, and to employ
them in the Dutch Service: He thought, that
which did more properly belong to England, was
to fet out 'a great fleet, and to eut off the French
trade every where ; for they were then very hi.gh
in their manufactures and trade j their people were
ingénions as well as induftrious ; they wrought
hard, and lived lpw; fo they fold cheaper thaa
others could do ; and it was found, that we fent
very near a million of our Money in fpecie every

year
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1678. year for the balance of our trade with them. But
wyv the King had promifed fo many Commiffions to

men of quality in both Houfes, that this carried
it for a land army. It was faid, what hazard
couîd there be from an army commanded by men
of eftates, as this was to be ? A fevere a<5t pafs'd
prohibiting ail importation of the French manu¬
factures or growth for three years, and to the next
feffion of Parliament after that. This was made
as ftriâ: as was poffible : And for a year after
it was well look'd to. But the merchants found
ways to evade it : And the Court was too much
French, not to connive at the breach of it. In
the preamble of this Aét it was fet forth, that
we were in an aétual war with France. This was

excepted to, as not true in faét. But the miniftry
affirmed we were already engaged fo far with the
Allies, that it was really a war, and that our
troops were already called from France. Coventry
in fome heat faid, the King was engaged, and he
would rather be guilty of the murder of forty men,
than to do any thing to retard the progrefs of the
war. The oddnefs of the expreffion made it to be
often objedted afterwards to him. A poil bill was
granted, together with the continuance of the ad-

S'jpplies ditional cuftoms, that were near falling off. Six
givento- hundred thoufand pound was alfo given for a land.waidsihe

army? and for a fleet. Ail the Court party mag-
nihed the delign of raifing an army. They faid,
the employing hired troops was neither honourable
nor fafe. The Spaniards were willing to put Oitend
and Newport in ourhands : And we could not be
anfwerabïe for thefe places, if they were not kept
by our own people.

At this time the King of France made a ftep
that ftruck terror into the Dutch, and enflamed
the Englilh ont of meafure. Louvoy till then
was rather his father's affiliant, than a minifter
upon his own foot. He at this time gained the
crédit with the King, which he maintained fo long

1 afterwards.

war.

The
French
take
Ghent.
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afterwards. He propofed to him the taking of 1678.
Ghent -, and thought that the King's getting
into fuch a place, fo near the Dutch, would im-
mediately difpofe thern to a peace. But it was
not eafy to bring their army fo foon about it,
without being obferved : So the exécution feemed
impoffible. He tnerefore laid fuch a fcheme of
marches and countermarches, as did amufe ail the
Allies. Sometimes the defign feemed to be on the
Rhine : Sometimes on Luxemburgh. And while
their forces were fent to defend thofe places, where
they apprehended the defign was laid, and that
noue of the French

. Générais themfelves did
apprehend what the true defign was, ail on the
fudden Ghent was invefted : and both town and
citadel were quïckly taken. This was Louvoy's
mafter-piece. And it had the intended effect. It
brought the Dutch to refolve on a peace. The
French King might have taken Bruges, Qftend,
and Newport. But he only took Ypres -, for he
had no mind to provoke the Englifli. He was
fure of his point by the fright this put' the Dutch
in. We were much alarmed at it. And the Duke
of Monmouth was immediately fent over with
fome of the Guards.

But the Parliament grew jealous, as they had Theaffairs
great caufe given thern, both by what was then Jcot*
doing in Scotland, and by the management they n *
obferved at Court. And now I muft JookNorth-
ward to a very extraordinary' fcene that opened
there. Duke Lauderdaie and his Duchefs went to

Scotland the former year. Her defign was to
marry her Daughters into two of the great families
of Scotland, Argiie and Murray, which fne did.
But, things being then in great diforder, by reafon
of the numbers and defperâte tempers. of thofe
who were intercommoned, Sharp pretended, he .

■ was in great danger of his life -, and that the
rather, becaufe the perfon that had made the at-
tempt on him was let live flill. Upon this, I muft

Vol. II. C . tell
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1678. tell what had paft three years before this. Sharp
—"y*****-' had obferved a m an that kept fhop at his door,

who look'd very narrowly at him always as he
pafs'd by : And he fa cied, he was the man that
ihot at him fix years before. So he ordered him
to be taken up and examinée!. It was found, he
had two piftols by him, that were deeply charged,
which increafed the fufpicion. Yet the man de-
nied ail. But Sharp got a friend of his to go to
him, and deal with him to make a full confelfion :
And he made folemn promifes, that he would pro- |
cure his pardon. His friend anfwered, he hoped
he did not intend to make ufe of him to trépan a
man to his ruin. Upon that, with lifted up hands,
Sharp promifed by the living God, that no hurt
fhould corne to him, if he made a full difeovery.
The perfon came again to him, and faid, if a
promife wTas made in the King's name, the
prifoner would tell ail. So it was brought before
the Council. Lord Rothes, Halton, and Prim-
rofe were ordered to examine him. Primrofe
faid it would be a flrange force of éloquence, to
perfuade a man to confefs, and be hanged. So
Duke Lauderdale, being the King's Coipmifïîoher,
gave them power to promife him his life. And as
foon as thefe Lords told him this, he immediately
kneeied down, and confeiïed the fad, and told the
whole manner of it. There was but one perfon -

privy to it, who was then dead. Sharp was
troubled to fee fo fmall a difeovery made : Yet
they could not draw more from him. So then it
was confidered, what fhould be done to him. Some
moved the cutting off his right hand. Others
faid, he might learn to pradife with his left
hand, and to take his revenge -, therefore they
thought both hands fhould be eut off. Lord
Rothes, who was a pleafant man, faid, how fhall
he wipe his breech then. This is not very decent
to be mentioned in fuch a work, if it were not
neeeffary -, for when the truth of the promife now

given
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given was afterwards called in queilion, this jeil 1678,
was called to mind, and made the whole matter <-—-
to be remembred. But Primrofe moved, that
fince life was promifed, which the cutting ofF a
limb might endanger, it was better to keep him
prifoner during life in a caille they had in the Bafs,
a rock#in the mouth of the Frith : And thither
he was fent, But it was thought neceifary to make
him repeat his confefiion in a Court of judicature :
So he was brought into the Juiliciary Court upon
an indictment for the crime to which it was ex-

pected he iliould plead guilty. But the Judge,
who hated Sharp, as he went up to the bench,
paifing by the prifoner faid to him, Confefs no-
thing, unlefs you are fure of your limbs as weli as
of your life. Upon this hint he, apprehending the
danger, refufed to confefs : Which being reported
to the Council, an a£t was pail mentioning the
promife and his confefïion, and adding, that fmce
he had retradled his confeifion, they likewife re-
cailed the promife of pardon : The meaning of
which was this, that, if any other evidence was
brought againfb him, the promife iliould notcover
him : But it ilill was underftood, that this pro¬
mife fecured him froni any ill eifecl by his own
confeifion, The thing was almoil forgot after
four years, the man being in ail refpeéts very in-
confiderable. But now Sharp would bave his life.
So Duke Lauderdale gave way to it : And he was
brought toEdinburgh in order to his trial. Uifbit,
v/ho had been the King's Advocate, and was one
of the worthieil and îearnedeil men of the âge,
was turned out. And Mackenzie was' put in his
place, who was a man of much life and wit, but
he was neither equal nor corredl in it : He bas
publifhed many books, fome of law, but ail full
of faults -s for he was a flight and fuperficial man.
Lockhart was aifigned counfel for the prifoner.
And now thap the matter came, again into peoples
rnemory, ail were amazed at the proceeding. '

C 2 Primrofe
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1678. Primrofe was turned out of the place of Lord

V"—' Regifter, and was made juftice General. He fan-
cied crders had been given to raze the A61 that the
Council had made : So he turned the books, and
he found the A6t ftill on record. He took a copy
of it, and fent it to Mitchell's Counfef : That was
the prifoner's name. And, a day.or two before
the trial, he went to Duke Lauderdale, who, to-
gether with Sharp, Lord Rothes, and Lord Halton,
were fummoned as the prifoner's witneffes. He
told him, many thought there had been a promife
of life given. Duke Lauderdale denied it ftiffly.
Primrofe faid, he heard there was an' A6t of Coun¬
cil made about it, and he wifhed that might be
looked into. . Duke Lauderdale faid, he was fure
it was not pofîible, and he would not give himfelf
the trouble to turn over the books of Council.
Primrofe, who told me this, faid his confcience
led him to give Duke Lauderdale this warning of
the matter, but that he was not forry to fee him
thus rejedl it. The trial was very folemn. The
confeffion was brought againft him, as full évi¬
dence : To which Lockhart did plead, to the ad¬
miration of ail, to fhew that no extrajudicial con¬
feffion could be allowed in a Court. The hard-

fhips of a prifon, the hopes of life, with other
praétifes, might draw conreiïions from men, when
they were perhaps drunk, or out of their fenfes.
He brought upon this a meafure of learning, that
amazed the audience, out of the lawyers of ail
civilized Nations. And, when it was oppofed to
this, that the Cougcil was a Court of Judicature,
he fhewed, that it was not the proper Court for
crimes of this nature, and that it had not proceed-
ed in this as a Court of Judicature. And he
brought out likewife a great deal of learning upon
thofe heads. But this was over-ruled by the
Court, and the confeffion was found to be judicial.
The next thing pleaded for him was, that it was
drawn from him upon hope and promife of life :

And
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And to this Sharp was examined. The perfon he 1678.
had fent to Mitchell gave a full eyiderice of the
promifes he had made him : But Sharp denied
them ail. He alfo denied he heard any promife of
Jile made hijm by the Council : So did the Lords
Lauderdale, Rothes, and Halton, to the aftonifh-
ment of ail that were prefent. Lockhart upon
that produced a copy of the Afl of Council, that
made exprefs mention of the promife given, and

. of his having confefied upon that. And the pri-
foner prayed that the books of Council, which lay
in a room over that in which the Court fat, might
be fent for. Lockhart pleaded, that fince the
Court had judged that the Council was a Judica-
ture, ail people had a right to fear'ch into their
regifters -, and the prifoner, who was like to fuffer
by a confeffion made there, ought to have the be-
nefit of thofe books. Duke Lauderdale, who was
in the Court only as a witnefs, and fo had no
right to fpeak, ftood up, and faid, he and thofe
other noble perfons were not brought thither to be
accufed of perjury -, and added, that the books
of Council were the King's fecrets, and that no
Court fhould have the perufing of them. The
Court was terrified with this, and the judges were
divided in opinion. Primrofe, and one other,
was for calling for the books. But three were of
opinion, that they were not to furnifh the prifoner
with evidence, but to judge of that which he
brought. And here was only a bare copy, not
attefted upcn oath, which ought not to have been
read. So, this defence being reje&ed, he was caft
and côndemned.

As foon as the court broke up, the Lords went And con-

up ftairs, and to their fliame found the Aff re- demnatioa
corded, and figned by Lord Rothes, as Prefi-
dent of the Council. He pretended, he figned
every thing that the clerk of Council put in the
book without reading it. And it was. intended
to throw it on him. But lie, to clear himfelf,

C 3 fearched
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l6yS. fearched among his papers, and found a draught

of the A6î in Niibit's hand. So, he being rich,
and one they had turned out, they refolved to put
it npon him, and to fine him deeply. But he ex*
amined the Sederunt in the book, and fpoke to ail
who were there at the board, of whom nine hap-
pened to be in Town, who were ready to depofe
upon oath, that when the Council had ordered this
A£t to be drawn, the çlerk of the Council defired
the help of the King's Advocate in penning it,
which he gave him ; and his draught was approved
by the Council. And now Lord Rothes's jeft was
remembred. Yet Duke Lauderdale ftill ftood to

it, that the promife could only be for interceeding
with the King for his pardon, fince the Council
had not the power of pardoning in them. Lord
Kincarclin aeded in this the part of a Chriilian to
an enemy. Duke Lauderdale had writ to him, he
being then ferving for him at Court, that he re-
ferred the account of MitcheH's bufmefs to his
brother's letters ; in which the matter was truly
related, that upon promife of life he had confeiïed
the fadf f and he concluded, defiring him to afk
the King, that he would be pleafecl to make good
the promife. Thefe letters I faw in Lord Kin-
cardin's hand. Before the trial he fent a Bifhop
to Duke Lauderdale, defiring him to confider
better of that matter, before be would upon oath
deny it : For he was fure he had it under his, and
his brother's hand, though he could not yet fall
upon their letters. But Duke Lauderdale defpifed
this. Yet, before the exécution he went to his
houfe in the country, and there found the letters,
and brought them in with him, and fihewed them
to that Bifhop. Ail this made fome impreffion
on Duke Lauderdale : And he was wilîing to grant
a reprieve, and to refer the matter to the King,
So a pétition was offered to the Council : And he
fpoke for it. But Sharp faid, that was upon the
imiter the expofing his perfon to any man that

would
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would attempt to murder him, fince favour was 1678.
to be fhewed to fuch an affaffin. Then faid Duke
Lauderdale, in an impious jeft, Let Mitchell
glorify God in the grafs market, which was the
place where he was to be hanged. This action,
and ail concerned in it, were look'd at by ail peopîe
with horror. And it was fuch a complication of
treaçhery, perjury, and cruelty, as the like had not
perhaps been known. Yet Duke Lauderdale had
a Chapiain, Hickes, afterwards Dean of Worcefter,
who publifhed a falfe and partial relation of this
matter, in order to the juitifying of it. Priin-*
rofe not only gave me an account of this matter,
but fent me an authentick record of the trial, every
page figned by the clerk of the Court ; of which
I have here given an abftradt. This I fet down the
more fully, to let my readers fee to what a height
in wickednefs men may be carried, after they have
oncfe thrown ofF good prinçiples. What Sharp
did now to preferve himfelf from fuch practices
was probably that which, both in the juft judg-,
ment of God, and the enflamed fury of wicked
men, brought him two years after toçiuch a difmal
end.

This made way to more defperate undertakings.
Conventicles grew in the Weft to a very unfuffer-
able pitch : They had generaliy with them a troop
of armed and defperate men, that drew up, and
fent parties out to fecure them. Duke Laudetdale
upon this tlireatned he would extirpate them, and
ruin the whole country, if a ftop v/as not put to
thofe meetings. The chief men of thofe parts
upon that went into Edinburgh : They offered to
guard and affift any that fhouid be fent to execute
the laws againft ail offenders , and offered to leave
fome as Hoftages, who fhouid be bound body for
body for their fecurity : They eonfeffed there were
ta any Conventicles held among them in a mofl
fcandalous manner : But, tho' they met in the
fields, and many of them were armed, yet, when

C 4 their
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1678. their fermons were done, they difperfed themfelves :

And there was no violent oppofltion made at any
time to the exécution of the law : So, they faid,
there was no danger of the publick peace of the
country. Thofe conventicling people were be-
come very giddy and furious : And forne hot and
hair-brained young preachers were chiefly followed
among them, who infufed wild principles into
their hearers, which were difownéd by the c'hief
men of the party. The truth was, the country
was in a great diftra&ion : And that was chiefly
occafioned by the ftrange adminiftration they were

Theadmi-then under. Many grew weary of their country,
mffration anc[ even Gf their lives. If Duke Lauderdale,
th^ey[gWor any of his party, brought a complaint againft
lent and any of the other fide, how falfe or frivolous fo-
illegal. ever, they were fummoned .upon it to appear be-

fore the Council, as fowers of fedition, and as men
that fpread lies of the Government : And upon the
flighteft pretences they were fined and imprifoned.
"When very illégal things were to be done, the
common method was this : A letter was drawn
for it to.be figned by the King, diredting it upon
fome colour of law or ancient praétice : The King
figned whatfoever was thus fent to him : And
when his letter was read in Council, if any of the
lawyers or others 01e the board offered to objeft
to it, he was brow-beaten, as a man that oppofed
the King3s fervice, and refufed to obey his orders.
And by thefe means things were driven to great
extremities.

Upon one of thofe letters, a new motion was
fet on foot, that went beyond ail that had been
yet made. Ail the landlords in the Weftern
Counties were required to enter into bonds for
themfelves, their wives, children, fervants, tenants,
and ail that lived upon their eftates, that they
fhouîd not go to Conventicles, nor harbour any
vagrant teachers, or any Intercommuned perfons ;
snd that they fliould live in ail points according
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to law underthe penalties of the laws. This was 1678.
generally refufed by them : They faid, the law did
not impofe it on them : They could not be an-
fwerable for their feryants, much lefs for their

* tenants : This put it in the power of every fervant
or tenant to ruin them. Upon their rèfufing this,
Duke Lauderdale writ to the King, that the
country was in a flate of rébellion, and that it was
neceffary to proceed to hoftilities for reducing them.
So by a letter, fuch as he fent up, the King left
it to him and the Council to take care of the

publick peace in the beft way they could.
Upon this ail the force the King had was fent nrmy

into the weft country, with fome cannon, as il of High-
it had been for fome dangerous expédition : And j.an<lerè
letters were writ to the Lords in the Highlandk
to fend ail the ftrength they could to aflift the upon frec
King's army. The Marquifs of Athol, to fliew quarter.
his greatnefs, fent 2400 men. The Earl of Braid-
albir fent 1700. And in ail, 8000 men were
brought into the country, and let loofe upon free
quarter. A Committee of Council was fent to
give neceffary orders. Here was an Army. But
no enemy appeared. The Highlanders were very
iinruly, and ftole, and robbed every where. The
gentlemen of the country were required to de-
îiver up their arms upon oath, and to keep no
horfe above four pound price. The gentlemen
loôked on, and would do nothing. This put Duke
Lauderdale in fuch a frenzy, that at Council table

* he made bare his arms above his elbow, and fwore
by Jehovan he would make them enter into thofe
bonds. Duke Hamilton, and others, who were
vexed to fee fuch wafte made on their eftates, in
plowing time efpecially, came to Edinburgh fo
try if it was poffible to mollify him. But a Pro¬
clamation was iffued out, requiring ail the inhabi¬
tants of thofe Counties to go to their houles, to be
affiliant to the King's hoff, and to obey fuch orders
as ffould be fent them. And by another - pro¬

clamation
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ï678. cîamation ail men were forbidden to go ont of die

(/y\. Kingdom without leave from theCouncil, on pre-
tence that their ftay was neceiïary for the King's
fervice. Thefe things feemed done on defign to
force a rébellion ; which they thought would be
foon quafh'd, and would give a good colour for
keeping up an army. And Duke Lauderdale's
party aepended fo muoh on this, that they began
to divide in their hopes the confifcated eftates
among them : So that on Vaientine's day, inftead
of drawing miftreffes, they drew eftates, And
great joy appeared in their looks upon a falfe
alarm that v/as brought them of an infurredlion :
And they were as much dejedted, when they knew
it w7as falfe. It was happy for the publick peace,
that the people were univerfally pofîeftèd with this
opinion: For when they faw a rébellion was de-
fired, they bore the prefent oppreffion more quietly,
than perhaps they would have done, if it had not
been for that. Ail the chief men of the country
were fummoned before the Committee of Council,
and charged with a great many crimes, of which
they were required to purge themfelves by oath :
Otherwife they would hold them guilty^ and pro-
ceed againft them as fuch. It was in vain to
prétend, that this was againft ail law, and was the
pradtice only of the Courts oftjlnquifition. Yet
the gentlemen, being thus forced to it, did purge
themfelves by oath. And, after ail the enquiries
that were made, there did not appear one fingle
circumftance to prove that any rébellion was in-
tended. And when ail other things failed fo evi-
dently, recourfe was had to a writ, which a man
who fufpedls another of ill defigns towards him
may ferve him with : And it was called Law-Bor-
roughs, as moft ufed in Borroughs. This lay
againft a whole family : The mafter was anfwerable,
if any one of his houlhold broke it. So, by a
new pradtice, this writ was ferved upon the whole
country at the King's fuit : And, upon ferving ,

the
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the writ, fecurity was to be given, much like the 1678,
binding men to their good behaviour. Many
were put in prifon for refufing to givc this fe¬
curity.

Duke Hamilton had intimation fent him, that Many of
it was deiigned to ferve this on him. So he, and ££ie No-
ten or twelve of the Nobiiity, with about fifty hli!^
gentlemen of quality, came up to compJain com-

ail this ; which looked like French, or radier1 plain to
like Turkifh government. The Lords of Atholt£le %-ing.
and Perth, who had been two of the Committec
of Council, and had now fallen off from Duke
Lauderdale, came up with them to give the King
an account of the whole progrefs of this matter.
The clamour this made was fo high, that Duke
Lauderdale faw he could not ftand under it. So
the Highlanders were fent home, after they had
wafted the country near two months. And he
magnified this as an aét of his compafllon, that
they were fo foon difmifb. Indeed ail his own
party were againft him in it. Lord Argile fent
none of his men down with the other Highlanders.,
And Lord Stairs pretended that by a fall his hand
Vv'as out of joint: So he figned none of thefe wild
orders.

When the Scotch Nobiiity came to London, the But tîic
King would not fee them, becaufe they were corne King
out of the Kingdom in contempt of a Proclama- ^
tion ; tho' they faid, that Proclamation, being
intended to hinder them from bringing their com-
plaints to the King, was one of their greâ'teft
grievances. But it was anfwered, they ought to
have afked leave : And if it had been denied them,
they were next to have afked the King's leave :
And the King inlilled ftill on this. Only he faw
the Lords of Athol and Perth. The madnefs of
this proceeding made him conclude, that Duke
Lauderdale's head was turned. Yet he would not

difown, much lefs punifh him for what he had
donc. But he intended to put Scotland in another

management»
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management, and to fet the Duke of Monmouth
at the head of it. So he fuffered him to go to the
Scotch Lords, and be their interceffor with him.
They were ail much charmed with the foftnefs of
his temper and behaviour. But, tho' he affured
them the King would put their affairs in other
hands, they looked on that as one of the King's
artifices to get rid of them. The matter made
gréât noife : And it was iti the time of the feflion
of Parliament here. And ail people faid, that by
the management in Scotland it appeared what was
the fpirit of the Government ; and what would be
done here, as foon as the defigns of the Court were
brought to a greater perfection. The Earl of
Danby, by fupporting Duke Lauderdale, heightned
the préjudices that himfelf lay under. The Duke
did alfo juftify his conduét ; which raifed higher
jealoufies of him, as being pleafed with that method
of government. The chief of the Scotch Nbbility
were heard before the Cabinet-Council. And the
Earl of Nottingham held them chiefiy to the point,
of coming out of the Kingdom in the face of a
Proclamation. They faid, fuch Proclamations
were anciently légal, when we had a King of our
own among ourfelves : But now it was manifeftly
againft law, fince it barred them from accefs to the
King, which was a right that was never to be de-
nied them. Lord Nottingham objected next to
them a praélice of making the heads of the families
or clans in the Highiands to bind for their whole
name -, and why by a parity of reafon might they
not be required to bind for their tenants ? It was
anfwered, that anciently eftates were let fo low,
that fervice and the following the landlords was
inftead of a rent -, and then, in the inroads that
were made into England, landlords were required
to bring their tenants along with them : But now
lands were let at rack : And fo an end was put to
that fervice : In the Highiands the feuds among
the families were fbill fo high, that every name

came
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came under fuch a dépendance on the head or chief 1678.
of it for their own fecurity, that he was really the
,mafter of them ail, and fo might be bound for
them : But even this was only to reftrain dépré¬
dations and murthers : And it was an unheard of
ftretch., to oblige men to be bound for others in
matters of Religion and Confcience, whether real
or pretended.

The whole matter was at that time let fall. And a Con-

Duke Lauderdale took advantage from their ab- vention of
fence to defire leave from the King to fummon a Eftates
Convention of Eftates ; from whom he might jj"es ™ J
more certainly underftand the fenfe of the whole juitifies
Kingdom. And, what by corrupting the Nobility, the admi-
what by carrying dédions, or at leaft difputes nEiratl0n*
about them, which would be judged as the ma-
jority fhould happen to be at firft, he hoped to
carry his point. So he ilfned out the writs, while
they were at London, knowing nothing of the
defign. And thefe being returnable in three.
weeks, he laid the matter fo, that before they could
get home, ail the élections wereover : And he was
mafter of above four parts in five of that Affembly.
So they granted an alfe/Tment for three years, in
order to the maintaining a greater force. And
they wrote a letter to the King, not only juftify-
ing, but highly magnifying Duke Lauderdale's
government. This was fo bafe and fo abject a
thing, that it brought the whole Nation under
great contempt.

And thus I leave the alfairs of Scotland, which Affaire in
had a very ill influence on the minds of the Engjifh;En£Iaa<E
chiefly on the Houfe of Commons then fitting,
who upon it made a new addrefs againfl Duke
Lauderdale. And that was followed by another
of a higher drain, reprefenting to the King the
ill effeds of his not harkning to their addrefs the
former year with relation to foreign affairs ; and
defiring him to change his Miniftry, and to dif-
mifs ail thofe that had adyifed the prorogation at

that
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1678. that time, and his delaying fo long to aŒft the

Allies. This was carried only by a fmall majo-
The rity of two or three. So Lord Danby brought
Con-mons creatures> the aged and infirm not ex-
g-rew jea- cePte<^ : And then the majority lay the other way :
fouis of the And by fhort adjourhments the Parliament was
Court. kept fitting till Midfummer. Once Lord Danby,

thinking he had a clear majority, got the King to
fend amefîage to the Houfe, defiring an additional
Revenue of 300,000 1. during life. This fet the
Houfe ail in a fla'me; ït was. faid, here was no
demand for a war, but for a revenue, which would
furnifh the Court fo well, that there would be no
more need of Parliaments. The Court party
thought fuch a gift as this would make them ufe-
îefs. So the thing was upon'oné debate rejedted
without a divifion. Lord Danby was much cen-
fured for his rafli attempt, which difcovered the de-
figns of the Court too barefacedly. At the famé time
he ordered Montagne to treat with the Court of
France for a peace, in cafe they would engage to
pay the King 300,0001. a year for three years. So,
when that came afterwards to be known, it was
then generally believed, that the deffgn was to keep
up and model the army now raifed, reckoning
there would be money enough to pay them till the
Nation fhould be brought under a milkary go-
vernment. And the opinion of this prevailed fo,
that Lord Danby became the moft hated Minifter
that had ever been about the King. Ail people
faid now, they faw the fecret of that high favour
he had been fo long in, and the biack defigns that
he was contriving. At this time expreffes went
very quick between England and France: And
the ftate of foreign affairs varied every poft. So that
it was vifible we were in a fecret negotiation : Of
which Temple has given fo particûlar an Account,
that I refer my reader whony to him. But I fhall
add one particûlar, that he has not mentioned :
Montagne, who was a man of pleafure, was in an

intrigue
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intrigue with the Duchefs of Cleveland, who was 1678.
quite caft off by the King, and was then at Paris,
The King had ordered him to find out an aflro-
loger, of whom it was no wonder he had a good
opinion -, for he had, long before his Reftoration,
foretold he fhould enter London on the 29th of
May 60. He was yet alive, and Montagne found
him *, and faw he was capable of being corrupted.
So he refolved to prompt him, to fend the King
fueh hints as fhould fcrve his own ends. And he
was fo bewitched with the Duchefs of Cleveland,
that he trufted lier with this fecret. But fhe, grow-
ing jealous of a new amour, took ail the ways
fhe could think on to ruin him, referving this of
the aflrologer for her laft fhift. And by it fhe
compafîècl her ends : For Montague was entirely
loft upon it with the King, and came over without
being recalled. The Earl of Sunderland was fent
Embaffador in his room.

The treaty went on at Nimeguen, where Tempîe Affaire
and Jenkins were our Plenipotentiaries. The States a .road.
were refolved to have a peace. The Prince of
Orange did ail he could to hinder it. But De
Wit's party began to gather ftrength again. And
they infufed a jealoufy in ail people, that the
Prince intended to keep up the war for his own
ends. A peace might be now had by reftoring ail
that belonged to the States, and by a tolerable
barrier in Flanders. It is true, the great difficulty
was concerning their allies, the King of Denmark,

%and the Eledtor of Brandenburgh ; who had fallen
on the Swede, upon the King's declaring for France,
and had beat him out of Germany. No peace
could be had, unlefs the Swede was reflored.
Thofe Princes who had been quite exhaufted by
that war, would not confent to this. So they,
who had adhered fo faithfully to the States in their
extremity, preffed them to ftick by them. And
this was the Prince of Orange's confiant topick :
How could they expedl any of their allies fhould

ftick
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1678. ftick to them, if they now forfook fuch faithful

friends ? But nothlng could prevail. It was given
out in Holland, that they could not dépend on
England, that Court being fo entirely in aFrench
intereil, that they fufpected they would, as they
had .once done, fell them again to the French.
And this was believed to be let out by the French
miniilers themfelves, who, to corne at their ends,
were apt enough to give up even thofe who fa-
crificed every thing to them. It was faid, the
Court of France would confider both Denmark
and Brandenburgh, and repay the charge of the
war againit Sweden. This, it was faid, was
to force thofe Princes into a dependence on France,
who would not continue thofe payments fo much
for paft as fôr future fervices. In the mean while
the French had blocked up Mons. So the Prince
of Orange went to force them from their poils.
Luxemburgh commanded there, and feemed to be
in full hope of a peace, when the Prince came and
attacked him. And, notwithilaiiding the advan-
tage of Ris fituation, it appeared how much the
Dutch army was now fuperior to the French, for they
beat them out of feveral poils. The Prince had
no order to ftop. He indeed knew that the peace
was upon the matter concluded. But no intimation
was yet rnade to him. So it was lawful for him
to take ail advantages. And he was not appre-
henfive of a new embroilment, but rather wifhed
It. The French treafure was fo exhauiled, and
their King was fo weary of the war, that no notice
was taken of the bufinefs of Mons. The treaty at
Nimeguen was fmiihed, and ratihed. Yet new
difHculties arofe, upon the French King's refufmg
to evacuate the places that were to be reilored tili
the Swede was reilored to ail Ris dominions. Upon
this the Engliih ilruck in again : And the King
talked fo high,. as if he wouid engage in a new
war. But the French prevented that, and did
evacuate the places. And then they got Denmark

and
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and Brandenburgh into their dependejice, under 1678.
the pretence of repaying the charge of the war. -v-~—
But it was more truly, the engaging them into the
interefts of France by great penlions. So a géné¬
ral peace quickly followed. And there was no
more occafion for our troops beyond fea. The
French were fo apprehenfive of them, that Rou-
vigny, now Earl of Gallway, was lent over to ne-
gotiate matters. That which France infifted moft
on, was the difbanding the army. And the force
of monev was fo ftrong, that he had orders to offer
fix millions of their money, in cafe the army fhould
be difbanded in Auguft. Rouvigny had fuch an
ill opinion of the defigns of our Court, if the army
was kept up, that he infifted 011 fixing the day fer
difbanding it ; at which the Duke was very un-
eafy. And matters were fo managed, that the army
was not difbanded by the day prefixed for it. So '
the King of France fav'd his money. And for
this piece of good management Rouvigny was
much commended. The tronps were brought into
England, and kept up, under the pretence that
there was not money to pay them off. So ail peo-
ple looked on the next feffion as very critical. The
party againft the Court gave ail ior loft. They
believed the Lord Danby, who had fo often
brought his party to be very near the majority,
would now lay matters fo well as to be fure to
carry the Sefîion. And many did fo defpair of
being able to balance his numbers, that they re-
folved to corne up no more, and reckonçd that ail
oppofttion would be fruitlefs, and ferve only to
expofe themfelves to the fury of the Court. But
of a fudden an unlook'd for accident changed ail
their meafures, and put the Kingdom into fo great
a fermentation, that it well deferves to be opened
very particularly. I am fo well inftructed in ail
the fteps ot it, that I am more capable to give a
full account of it than any man I know. And I
will do it fo impartially, that no party fhall have

Vol. IL D eau le
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1678. caufe to cenfure me for concealing, or altering the

truth in any one inftance. It is the Hiftory of that
called the Popifh Plot.

The Po Three days before Michaelmas Dr. Tonge came
piih Flot. t0 me, 1 had known him at Sir Robert Murray's.

He was a gardiner and a chymift, and was full of
projeéts and notions. He had got lome crédit in
Gromwell's time : And that kept him poor. He
was a very mean Divine, and feemed credulous and
finipie. But I had always look'd on him as a fin-
cere man. At this time he told me of {frange de-
figns againft the King's perfon ; and that Coniers,
a Bénédictin, had provided himfelf of a poniard,
with which he undertook to kill him. I was

âmazed at ail this ; and did not know whéther
he was crazed, or had corne to me on defign u
involve me in a concealing of treafon. So I went
to Dr. Lloyd, and fent him to the Secretary's office
with an account of that difcourfe of Tonge's, fmce
ï would not be guilty of mifprifion of treafon. He
found at the office, that Tonge was making dif-
coveries there ; of which they made no other ac¬
count, but that he intended to get himfelf to be
made a Dean. I told this next morning to Little-
ton and Powel. And they looked on it as a defign
of Lord Danby's, to be laid before the next Sef-
fion, thereby to difpofe them to keep up a greater
force, fince the Papifts were plotting againft the
King's life : This would put an end to ail jeaiou-
fies of the King, now the Papifts were confpiring
againft his life. But Lord Hallifax, when I told
him of it, had another apprehenfion of it. He
faid, confidering the fufpicions ail people had of
the Duke's Religion, he believed every difcovery
of that fort would raife a fiame, which the Court
would not be able to manage.

Oa'cFs 'The day after that Titus Oates was brought bô-
fore the Council. He was the fon of an Anabap-
tift teacherj who afterwards conformed, and got
into orders, and took a beneftce, as this his fon
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did. île w&s proud and ill-natured, haughty, but 1678.
ignorant. He had been complained of for fome urw
very indecent expreffions concerning the myfteries
of the Chriftian Religion. He was once prefent-
ed for perjury. But he got to be a Chaplain in
ône of the Ki.ng's fhips, from which he was clif-
mifs'd upon complaint of fome unnatural praétices,
not to be named. He got a qualification from
the Duke of Norfolk as one of his Chaplains : And
there he fell into much difcourfe with the Priefts
that were about that family. He feemed inclined
to be initruhted in the Popifh Religion. One
Hutchinfon, a Jefuit, had that work put on him.
He was a weak and light-headed man, and after-
wards came over to the Church of England.
Hutchinfon was a Curate about the City hear a
year, and came oft to me, and preached once
for me. He feemed to be a fincere devout man,
who did not at ail love the Order, for he found
they were a deceitful and meddling fort of people.
They never trufted him with any fecrets, but em-
ployed him wholly in making converts. He went
afterwards back to that Church. So ail this was

thought a juggle only to caft an odium upon Oates.
He told me, that Oates and they were aîways in il!
terms. They did not allow Oates above nine
pence a day, of which he complained much. And
Hutchinfon relieved him often. They wifhed they
could be well rid of him ; and fent him beyond
Jea, being in very ill terms with him. This made '
Hutchinfon conclude, that they had not at that
time trufted Oates with their fecrets. Oates was

kept for fome time at St. Omers *, and from thence
fent thro' France into Spain ; and was now re-
turned into England. He had been long acquaint-
ed with Tonge and made his firfl difcovery to
him. And he, by the means of one Kirby, a Chy-
mift, that was fometimes in the King's labora-
tory, fignified the thing to the King. So Tonge
had an audience }. and told the King a long thread

D 2 of
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1678. of many pafiages, ail tending to the taking away

his life -, which the King, as he afterwards told
me, knew not what to make of : Yet among fo
many particulars, he did not know but theremight
be fome truth. So he fent him to Lord Danby,
who intended to make fome ufe of it, but could
not give much crédit to it, and handled the mat-
ter too remifsly : For, if at firft the thing had been
traced quick, either the truth or the iinpofture of
the whole affair might have been made appear.
The King ordered Lord Danby to fay nothing of
it to the Duke. In the mean while fome letters of
an odd drain, relatiiig to plots and difcoveries,
were fent by the pofl to Windfor, direéted to Bed-
dingfield, the Duke's Confeffor; who, when he
had read them, carried them to the Duke, and
proteded he did not know what they meant, nor
from whom they came. The Duke carried them
to the King. And he faqcied they were writ ei¬
ther by Tonge or Oates, and fent on defign to
have them intercep ed, to give the more crédit to
the dilcovery. The Duke's enemies on the other
hand gave ont, that he had got fome hints of the
dilcovery, and brought thefe as a blind to impofe
on the King. The m'atter lay in a fecret and re-
mifs management for fix weeks.

■ÏTis dii- ]a£t5 on Michaelmas Eve, Oates was brought
gef0j-e tpe CounciL and entertained them with a

long relation of many difcourfes he had heard
among the Jefuits, of their defign to kill the King.
He named perlons, places, and times, almoft with-
out number. He. laid, many Jefuits had dif-
guifcd themfelves, and were .gone to Scotland, and
held Field Conventicles, on defign to diltrabl the
Government there. He faid, he was fent firfl to
St. Omers, thence to Paris, and from thence to

Spain, to negotiate this defign ; and that upon his
returii, when he brought many letters and direc¬
tions from beyond fea, there was a great meeting
of the Jefuits held in London, in April laft, in

différent
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différent rooms in a tavern near St. Cléments ; and 1678.
that he was employed to convey the refolutions of
thole in one room to thofe in another, and fo to
hand them round. The iffue of the confultation
was, that they came to a refolution to kïll the King
by fhooting, ftabbing, or poifoning him *, that fe-
veral attempts were niade, ail which failed in the
exécution, as fhall be told when the trials are re-
lated. While lie was going on, waiting for fome
certain evidence to accompany his difcovery, he
perceived they were jealous of him : And fo he
durit not truft himfelf among them any more. In
ail this there was not a word of Coniers, of whom
Tonge had fpoke to me. So thàt was dropt.
This was the fubltance of what Oates told the firffc

day. Many Jefuits were npon this feized on that
night, and the next day. And their Papers were
fealed up next day. He acculed Coleman of a
ftridt correfpondence with P. de la Chaife ; (.whole
name he had not right, lor he called him Father
Le Shee :) And he faid in général, that Coleman
was acquainted with ail their defigns.

Coleman had a whole day free to make his ef- Colemaa
cape, if he thought he was in any danger. And hîS
he had conveyed ail his papers ont of the way : feized.
Orily he forgot a drawer under the table, in which
the papers relating to 74, 75, and a part of 76
were left. And from thefe I drew the negotia-
tions, that I have formerly mentioned as diredted
by him. If he had either left ail his papers, or

"withdrawn ail, it had been happy for his party.
Nothing had appeared, if ail his papers had been
put out of the way. But, if ail had been left, it
mrght have been concluded, that the whole fecret
lay in them. But he left enough to give great jea-
loufy. And, no more appearing, ail was believed
that the witneffes had depofed. Coleman went out
of the way for a day, hearing that there was a
warrant out againft him. But he delivered him¬
felf the next day to the Secretary of State. When

D 3 Qat s
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1678. Oates and he were confronted, Oates did not know

w-v-w him a£ firfjt : But he named him, when he heard
hirn fpeak. Yet he only çharged him upon hear^
fay. So he was put in a mefïenger's hands. Oates
named Wakeman, the Queen's phyfician ; but did
not know him at ail. And being alked, if he
knew any thing againfc him, he anfwered he did
not j adding, God forbid, he fhouid fay any thing
more than knew, he would not do that for alî
the world. Nor did he name Langhorn the fa-
mous Lawyer, that indeed managed ail their con-
cerns. The King found him out in one thing.
He faid, when he was in Spain, he -was carried to
Don John, who promifed great affiftance in the
exécution of their deiigns. The King, who knew
Don John well, afked him what fort of a man he
was : Pie anfwered, lie was a tall lean man : Now
Don John was a little fat man. At firft he feemed
to defign to recomniend himfeif to the Duke and
the Muiifters : For he faid, he heard the Jefuits
oft fay, that the Duke was not fure enough to
them : And they were in doubt, whether he would

. approve of their killing the King : But they were
refolved, if they found him ftiff in that matter,
to difpatch him likewife. He faid, they had oft
rnade ufe of his name, and counterfeited his hand
and ieal, without his knowledge. Pie faid, the
Jefuits çherifhed the fadlion in Scotlànd againfh
Duke Lauderdale ; and intended to murder the

> Duke of Ormond, as a great enemy to ail their
defigns. And he affîrmed, he had feen many let-
ters, in which thefe things were mentioned, and
had heard them oft fpoke of. He gave a long
account of the burning of Lôndon, at which they
intended to have killed the King : But they re-
■lented, when they faw him fo aétive in quenching
the fire, which, as he faid, they had kindled.

man'g let- wf0^e town was ail over enflamed with
terscon- this difeovery. It confifted of fo many particu-
sirm u. prs, that it was thought to be above invention.

But
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But when Coleman's letters came to be read and 1678.
examined, it got a great confirmation à finee by
thefe it appeared, that fo many years before they
thought the defign for the converting the Nation,
and rooting out the peftilent herefy that had reigned
fo long in thefe northcrn Kingdoms, was very near
its being executed : Mention was oft made of the
Dtike's great zeal for it : And many indécent re- -
dédiions were made on the King, for his incon-
fliancy, and his difpofition to be. brqught to any
thing for money : They depended on the French
King's affîftancë : And therefore were earnéft in
their endèavours to bring about a général peace,
as that which muft finifh their defign.

On the fécond day after this difcovery, the King
w'ent to Newmarket. This was cenfured, as a very

L indecent levity in him, to go and fee horfe-races,
when ail people were fo much poffeffed with this
extraordinary difcovery, to which Coleman's let¬
ters had gained an univerfal crédit. While the
King was gone, Tonge defired to fpeak with me.
So I went to him to Whitehall, where both he and
Oates were lodged under a guard. I found him
fo lifted up, that he feemed to have loft the littîe
fenfe he had. Oates came in -, and made me a

compliment, that I was one that was mark'd out
to be kilf'd. He had before faid the famé to Stil-

lingfleet of him. But he made that honour which
he didhus too cheap, when he faid Tonge was to
be ferved in the famé mânner, becaufe he had

" traiifbted the Jefuits morals into Englifh. He
broke out into great fury againfl the jefuits -, and
faid, he would have their biood. But I, to divert
him from that ftrain, afked him, what were the
arguments that prevailed on him to change his
Religion, and to go over to the Church of Rome.
He upon that ftood up, and laid his hands on his
breaft-, and faid, God and his holy Angels knew,
that he had never changed, but that he had gone
arnong thern on purpofe to betray them. This

D 4 gave
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1678, gave nie fuch a chara&er of him, that I could

have no regard to any thing he either laid or fwore
after that.

Godfrey A few days after this, a very extraordinary thing
thered kappened, that contributed more than any othertL°

thing to the eftablifhing the beiief of ail this évi¬
dence. Sir Edmondbury Godfrey was an eminent
Juftice of Peace, that lived near Whitehall. He
had the courage to ftay in London, and keep things
in order during the plague ; which gained him
much réputation, and upon which he was knight-
ed. He was eileemed the beft Juftice of Peace in
England ; and kept the Quarter where he lived
in very good order. Pie was then entring upon a
great defign of taking up ail beggars and putting
them to work. He was thought vain, and apt to
take too. much upon him. But there are fo few
men of a publick fpirït, that fma-11 faults, tho' they
leflen them, yet ought to be gently cenfured. I
knew him well, and never had reafon to think
him faulty that way*. Pie was a zeaious Prote-
ftant, and loved the Churc-h of England , but had
kind thoughts of the Nonconformifts, and was not
forward to execute the laws againft them. And
he, to avoid being put on doing that, was not apt
to fearch for Priefts or Mafs-houfes. So that few
men ofhis zeal lived in better terms with the Pa-

pifts than he did. Oates went to him the day be-
fbre he appeared at the Council board ; and made
oath of the narrative he intended to make, which
he afterwards publifhed. This feemed to be done
in diftruft of the Privy Council, as if they might
ftifle his eviden'ce -, which to prevent he put it in
lafe hands. Upon that Godfrey was chid for his
prefuming to meddle in fo tender a matter. And
it was generally believed, that Coîeman and he
were long in a private converfation, between the
time of his (Coleman's) being put in the meffen-
ger's hands, and his being made a clofe prifoner :

* ilue is, in i^king too much upon him.
Which
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Which was done as foon as report was made to ]
the Council of the contents of his letters. It is

certain, Godfrey grew apprehenfive and referved :
For meeting me in the ftreet, after fome difcourfe
of the prefent ftate of affairs, he faid, he believed
he hinffelf fhould be knocked on the head. Yet
he took no care of himfeif, and went about ac-

cording to his own maxim, ftill without a fervant :
For he ufed to fay, that the fervants in London
were corrupted by the idlenefs and ili Company
they fell into, while they attended on their ma-
fters. On the day fortnight from that in which
Oates had made his difcovery, being Saturday,
he went abroad in the morning, and was feen about
one e'clock near St. Clement's Church -, but was
never feen any more. He was a pundtual man to
good hours : So his fervants were amazed when he
did not corne home. Yet, he having an ancient
mother that lived at Hamerfmith, they fancied,
he had heard fhe was dying, and fo was gone to
fee her. Next morning they fent thither, but
heard no news of him. So his two brothers, who
lived in the City, were fent to. They were not
acquainted with his affairs : So they did not know
whether he might not have ftept afide for debt ;
fince at that time ail people were calling in their
money, which broke a great many. But, no cre-
ditors coming about the houfe, they on Tuefday
publifhed his being thus loft. The Council fate
upon it, and were going to order a fearch ot ali
the houfes about the town ; but were diverted
from it, by many ftories that were brought them
by the Duke of Norfolk. Sometimes it was faid,
he was indecently married : And the fcene was
often fhifted of the places where it was faid he was.
The Duke of Norfolk's officioufnefs in this matter,
and the laft place he was feen at, being near Arun-
del houfe, brought him under great fufpicion. On
Thurfday one came into a Bookfeller's fhop after
dinner, and faid, he was found tjruft thro' with a

i fvvord ?
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%6yS. fword. That was prefently brought as news to

v——' me : But the reporter of it was not known. That
Hjs body iate bis body was found in a ditch, about a ■

found. m^e out the town, near St. Paneras Church. .
His fword was thruft thro' him. But no blood
was on his cîothes, or about him. Hisfhoeswere
çlean. His money was in his pocket. But no-
thing was about his neck. And a mark was al!
round it, an inch broad, which fhewed he was

ftrangled. His breaft was likewife ail over marked
with bruifes : And his neck was broken. Ail this
I faw ; for Dr. JLloyd and I went to view his body.
There were many drops of white wax-lights on his
breeches, which he never ufed himfelf, And fince
only perfons of quality, or Priefts, ufe thofe lights,
this made ail people conclude in whofe hands he
muft hâve been. And it was vifible he was firft

ftrangled, and then carried to that place, where
his fword was run thro5 his dead body. For a
while it was given out, that he was a hypocondri-
acal man, and had kiîled himfelf. Of this the
King was poffeffed, till Dr. Lloyd went and told
him what he had feen. The body lay two days ex-
pofed, many going to fee it, who went away much
moved with the fight. And indeed mens fpirits
were fo lharpned upon it, that we ail looked on it
as a very great happinefs, that the people did not
vent their fury upon the Papifts about the town.

Oates
^ 'p|-,e Seffion of Parkament was to be opened

iicwdifc^- three days: And it may be eafily imagined
very. in w7hat a temper they met. The Court party were

out of countenance. So the Country party were f
mafters this feffion. Ail Oates's evidence was now

fo well believed, that it was not fafe for any man
to feem to doubt of any part of it. He thought
he had the Nation in his hands, and was fwelled
up to a high pitch of vanity and infolence. And
now he made a new édition of his dilcovery at the
bar of the Houfe of Gommons. He faid, the Pope
had declared that England was his Kingdom, and

that
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that he had fent over commiffions to feveral per- 1678,
fons : And had by thefe made Lord Arundel of
Wardour Chancellor, Lord Powis Treafurer, Sir
William Godolphin, then in Spain, Privy Seal,
Coleman Seçretary of State, Bellafts General,
Petre Lieutenant General, Ratcliffe Major Gene¬
ral, Stafford Paymafter General, and Langhorn
Advocate General ; befides many other commiffi-
ons for fubaltern officers. Thefe, he faid, he faw
in Langhorn's chamber -, and that he had delivered
out many of them himfelf, and faw many more
delivered by others. And he now fwore, upon
his own knowledge, that both Coleman and Wake-
man were in the plot ; that Coleman had given
eighty Guineas to four ruffians, that went to Wind-
for laft fummer, to ftab the King -, that Wakemajh
had undertaken to poifon him, for which 100001.
was offered him, but that he got the price raifed
to 15000 1. He excufed his not knowing them,
when eonfronted with them -, and faid, that he was
then fo fpent by a long examination, and by not
fleepîng for two nights, that he was not then maf-
ter of himfelf ; tho* it feemed very ftrange, that
he fhould then have fprgot that which he made
now the main part of his evidence, and fhould
have then objected to them only reports upon
hearfay, when he hjad fuch matter againft them,
as he now faid, upon his own knowledge. And
it feemed not very congruous, that thofe who went
to ftab the King had but twenty guineas apiece,
when Wakeman was to have 15000I. for a fafer
way of killing. him. Many other things in the
difcovery made it feem ill digefted, and not cré¬
dible. Bellafis was almoft perpetually ill of the
go ut. Petre was a weak man, and had never any
military command. Ratcliffe was a man thatlived
in great ftate in the North, and had not ftirred
from home ail the laft fummer. Oates alfo fwore,
he delivered a commiffion to be a Colonel, in
May laft, to Howard, the Earl of CarliÛe's bro-
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thër, that had married the Duchefs of Richmond.
But a friend of mine toid me, he was ali that
month at Bath, lodged in the famé houfe with
Howard, with whom he was every day engaged
at play. He was then miferably ill of the gout,
of which he died foon after. Oates did alfo charge
General Lambert, as one engaged in the defign,
who was to have a great polt, when fet at liberty.
But he had been kept in prifon ever fince the Ref-
toration -, and by that time had îoft his memory
and fenfe. But it was thought ftrange, that fince
Oates had fo often faid, what I once heard him
fay, that he had gone in among them on defign to
betray them, that he had not kept any one of ail
thefe commifïïôns to be real proof in fupport of his
evidence. He had alfo faid to the King, that
whëreas others vëntured their lïves to ferve him,
he had ventu'red his foui to ferve him : And yet
he did fuffer the four ruffians to go to Windfor to
kill him, without giving him any notice of his
danger. Thefe were charaélers ftrong enough to
give iufpicion, if Coleman's letters, and Godfrey's
rhurder, had not feemed fuch authentick confir¬
mations, as Jeft no roorn to doubt of any thing»
Tillotfon indeed told me, that Langhorn's wife,
who was ftill as zeaîous a Proteftant as he was a

Papift, came oft to him, and gave him notice of
every thing fhe co'uld difcover among them ; tho5
fhe continued a faithful and dutiful wife to the laft
minute of her hufband's life. Upon the firft break-
ing out of the.plot, before'Oates had fpoke a word
of commiffions, or had accufed Langhorn, fhe en¬
gaged her fon into fome difcourfe upon thofe mat-
ters, who was a hot indifcreet Papift. He faid,
their defigns were fo well laid, it was impofïible
*hey could mifcarry : And that his father wôuld be
one of the greateft men of England 5 for he had
feen a commiffion frorri the Pope, conftituting
him Advocate General. This he told me in Stil-
îingfieet's hearing.

The
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The Earl of Shaftfbury had got out of the 1672.

Tower in the former Scffion, upon his fubmiffion,
to which it was not eafy to bring him. But when
he faw an army raifed, he had no mind to lie lon¬
ger in prifon. The matter bore a long debate,
the motion he had made in the King's bench being
urged much againft him. But a fubmiffion al-
ways takes off a contempt. So he got out. And
now the Duke of Buckingham and he, with the
Lords Eflèx and Hallifax, were the governing
men among the Lords. Many hard things were
laid againft the Duke. Yet when they tried to
carry an Addrefs to be made to the King to fend
him away from Court, the majority was againft
them.

While things were thus in a ferment at London, Bedlow's
Bediow delivered himfelf to the magiftrates of évidence.
Briftol, pretending he knew the fecret of Godfrey's
murder. So he was fent up to London. The
King toM me, that when the Secretary examined
him in his prefence, at his firft coming he faid he
knew nothing of the plot ; but that he had heard
that 40000 men were to come over from Spain,
who were to meet as pilgrims at St. Jago's, and
were to be fhip'd for England : But he knew no¬
thing of any fleet that was to bring them over. So
this was looked on as very extravagant. But he
faid, lie had feen Godfrey's body at Somerfet
houfe ; and that he was oftered 40001. by a fer¬
mant of the Lord Bellafis, to affift in carrying it
away : But upon that, he had gone out of town to
Briftol, where he was fo purfued with horror, that
it forced him to difcover it. Bediow had led a ve¬

ry vicions life. He had gone by many falfe names,
by which he had cheated many perfons. He had
gone over many parts of France and Spain, as a
man ot quality. And he had made a ihift to live
on his wits, or rather by his cheats. So a tender*
nefs of confcience did not feem to be that to which
he was much fubjedt. But the very next day after

this,
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this, when he was brought to the bar of the Houle
of Lords, he made a full difcovery of his know-
ledge of the plot, and of the Lords in the tower :
For ail thofe againft whom Oates had informed
were now prifoners. The King was upon this
convinced, that fome had been with Bediow after
he had been before him, who had inftruéted him
in this narration, of which he had faid the night
before that he knew nothing : And yet he not only
confirmed the main parts of Oates's difcoveries,
but added a great deal to them. And he nowpre-
tended, that his rambling over fo many places of
Europe was ail in order to the carrying on this de-
fign ; that he was trufted with the fecret, and had
opened many of the letters, which he was em-
ployed to carry.

Gther Here were now two witnefles to prove the plot,
procfs as far as fwearing could prove it. And among
îhn t ipGHI- 01 o

ed to fup" t^ie PaPersmf the Jefuits, that were feized on when
port the they were clapt up, two letters were found that
difcovery. feemed to confirm ail. One from Rome menti-

oned the fending over the patents; of which it
was faid in the letter, that they gueffed the con¬
tents, tho' their patrons there carried their matters
fo fecretly, that nothing was known, but as they
thought fit. The Jefuits, when examined upon
this, faid, thefe were only patents with relation to
the offices in their order. Another letter was writ
to a Jefuit in the country, citing him to corne to
London by the 24th of April ; which was the day
in which Oates fwore they held their confiait, and
that fifty of them had figned the refolution of
killing the King, which was to be executed by
Grove and Pickering. In the end of that letter it
was added, I need not enjoin fecrecy, for the na¬
ture of the thing requires it. When the Jefuit was
examined to this, he faid, it was a fummons for a

meeting according to the rule of their order : And
they being to meet during the fitting of the Parli-
ament, that was the particular reafon for enjoining

a. fecrecy.
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iêcrecy. Yet, while mens mincis were ftrohgly 1678,
pcfflèffed, thefe anfwers did not fàtisfy, but were
thonght only lhifts.

At this time Carftairs, of whofe behaviour in Carftair's
Scotland mention has been made, not having met praflâces.
with thofe rewards that he expedted, came up to
London, to accufe Duke Lauderdale, as defigning
to keep up the oppofition that y/as made to the
îaws in Scotland, even at the time that he feemed
to profecute Conventicies with the greateft fury ;
for that he had often drawn the chief of their
teachers into fuch fhares, that upon the advertife-
ments that he gave, the.y might hâve been taken,
but that Duke Lauderdaie had negleéted it : So he
faw, he had a mind that Conventicies fhould go on,
at the famé time that he was putting the country in
fuch a fiame to punifh them. ThisTie undertook
to prove, by thofe witnefîès of whom on other
occafions he had made ufe. He aifo confeffed the
falfe date of that warrant upon which Bailiie had
been cenfured. He put ail this in writing, and
gave it to the Marquis of Athol ; and prelïèd him
to carry him to Duke Hamikon, and the Earl of
Kincardin, that he might beg their pardon, and
be affured of their favour. I was againft the
making ufe of fo vile a man, and would have no*
thing to do v/ith him. He made application to
Lord Cavendilh, and to fome of the Houfe of
Commons, to whom I gave fuch a charadler of
him, that they would fee him no more.

" While he was thus looking about where he could Staîey's
find a lucky piece of viliany, he happened to go
into an eating houfe in Covent garden, that was
over againft the fhop of one Staley, the Popifii
Banker, who had been in great crédit, but was
then urider fome difficulties ; for ail his creditors
came to call for their money. Staley happening
to be in the next room to Carftairs, Carftairs pre-
tended he heard him fav in French, that the King
was a rogue, and perfecuted the people of God >

and



4 & The H i s t o r y of the Reign
16y S. and that he himfelf would ftab him, if no body

r+j elle would. The words were writ down, which he
refolved to fw£ar againft him. So next morning
he and one of his witneffes went to him, and told
him what they would fwear againft him, and afked
a fum of money of him. He was in much anxiety,
and faw great danger on both hands. Yet he
chofe rather to leave himfelf to their malice, than
be prey'd on by them. So he was feiz'd on : And
they fwore the words againft him : And hewasap-
pointed to be tried within five days. When J heard
who the witneffes were, I thought I was bound to
do what I could to ftop it. So I fent both to the
Lord Chancellor, and to the Attorney General* to
let them know what profligate wretches thefe wit¬
neffes were. Jones, the Attorney General, took
it ill of me, that I fhould difparage the King's
evidence. The thing grew publick, and raifed
great clamour againft me. It was faid, I was
taking this method to get into favour at Court. I
had likewife obferved to feveral perfons of weight,
how many incredible thîngs there were in the evi¬
dence that was given : I wiflied they would make
ufe of the heat the Nation was in to fecure us effec-

tually from Popery : We faw certain evidence to
carry us fo far, as to gralt that upon it : But I
wifhed they would not run too haftily to the taking
mens lives away upon fuch teftimonies. Lord
Hollis had more temper, than I expecled from a
m an ofhis heat. Lord Hallifax was of the famé
mind. But the Earl of Shaftfbury could not bear
the difcourfe. He faid, we muft fupport the evi¬
dence ; and that ail thofe who undermined the cré¬
dit of the witneftès were to be look'd on as publick
enemies. And fo inconftant à thing is popularity,
that I was moft bitterly railed at by thofe who feem-
ed formerly to put foipe confidence in me. It went
fo far, that I was advifed not to ftir abroad for fear
of publick affronts. But thefe things did not
daunt me. Staley was brought to his tnal, which

did
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«M not hold long. The witneffes gave a full evi- 1678.
dence againll him : And he had nothing to offer <«^-v*5Œs-J
to take away their crédit. He only fhewed how
improbable it was, that in a publick houfe he
lliould talk luch things with fo loud a voice as to
be heard in the next room, in a quarter of the
town where almoft every body underftood French.
Fie was caft : And he prepared hhnfelf very feri-
oufly for death. Dr. Lloyd went t6 fee him in
prifon. He was offered his life, if he would dif-
cover their plots. Fie protefted, he knew of none ;
and that he had not laid the words fworn againft
him, nor any thing to that purpofe. And hedied
the firft of thofe who fuffered on the account of the

plot. Duke Lauderdale, having heard how I had
moved in this matter, railed at me with open
mouth. Fie laid, I had ftudied to fave Staley,
for the liking ï had to any one that would murder
the King. And he infufed this into the King, fo
that he repeated it in the Houfe of Lords to acom*
pany that were ftanding about him.

Yet fo foon could the King turn to make ufe of a
man whom he had cenfured fo unmercifully, that
two days after this he fent the Eari of Dunbarton,
that was a Papift, and had been bred in France,
and was Duke Hamilton's brother, to me, to de-
fire me to corne to him fecrétly, for he had a mind
to talk with me. He faid, he believed I could do
him fervice, if I had a mind to it. And the See
of Chichefter being then void, he faid, he would
not difpofe of it, till he faw whether I would de-
ferve it, or not. I afked, if he fancied I would
be a lpy, or betray any body to him. But lie un-
dertook to me, that the King fnould aûc me no
queftion, but lliould in ail points leave me to my
liberty.

An accident fell in. before I went to him, which The
took off much from Oates's crédit. When he was (<Heen
examiried by the Ploufe of Lords, and had made ^iaraed
the famé narrative to them that he had oitèred to -s itfche

Vol. II. E the pi<«.
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167-8, the Gommons, they afked him, if hé had now
uw named ali die perfons whom he knew to be in-

volved in the plot ? He faid, there might be fome
inferior perfons whom he had perhaps iorgot, but
he had named ail the perfons of note. Yet, it
feems, afterwards he bethought himfelf : And
Mrs. Elliot, wife to Elliot of the bedchamber,
came to the King, and told him, Oates had fomè-
what to fwear againft the Queen, if he would give
way to it. The King was willing to give Oates
line enough, as he expreffed it to me, and feemed
£0 give ,way to it. So he came put with a new
ftory, that the Queen had fent for fome Jefujts
to Somerfet houfe ; and that he went àlong with
them, but flaid at the door, when they went in ;
where he heard one, in a woman's voice, expreiling
her refentments of the tifage fhe had met with,
and affuring them fhe would affife them in taking
off the King : Upon that he was brought in, and
prefented to her : And there was then no other
woman in the room but fhe. When he was bid
defcribe the room, it proved to be one of the pub-
lick rooms of that Court, which are fo great, that
the Queen, who was a woman of a low voice,
could not be heard over it, unlefs fhe had flrained
for it. Oates, to excufe his faying that he could
not lay any thing to the charge of any befides thofe
he had already named, pretended, that he thought
then it was not lawful to àccufe the Queen. But
this did not fatisfy peopie. Bedlow, to fupport
this, fwore, that being once at chapel at Somerfet
houfe, he faw the Queen, the Duke, and fome
others very earnefl in difcourfe in the clofetabovei
and that one came down with much joy, and faid,
the Queen had yielded at laft ; and that one ex-
plained this to him beyond fea, and faid, it was to
kill the King. And, befides Bedlow's oath that
he faw Godfrey's body in Somerfet houfe, it was
remembred, that at that time the Queen was for
ipme days in fo clofe a revirement, that no perfon

was
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was admitted. Prince Rupert came then to wait 1678,
on lier, but was denied accefs. This raifed a

ftrange fufpicion of her. But the King would not
fuffer that matter to go any farther.

While examinations were going on, and prepa- A law
ration was making for the trial of the prifoners, a Paft .
biil was brought into the tloufe of Gommons, re- ["ebJeiî
quiring ail members of either Houfe, and ail fuch taben by
as might corne into the King's Court, or prefence, both
to take a teft againft Popery ; in which, not only Houfes.
Tranfubftantiation was renounced, but the wor-

jfhip of the Virgin Mary, and the Saints, as it was
pradtifed in the Church of Rome, was declared to
be idolatrous. This paffed in the Houfe of Com-
mons without any difficulty. But in the Houfe of
Lords, Gunning, Bilhop of Ely, maintained, that
the Church of Rome was not idolatrous. He was

anfwered by Barlow, Bifhop of Lincoln. The
Lords did not much mind Gunning's arguments,
but paffed the bill. And tho' Gunning had faid,
that he could not take that teft with a good con-
fcience, yet, as foon as the bill was paft, he took
it in the croud with the reft. The Duke got a Wicfe a
provifo to be put in it for excepting himfelf. He
fpoke upon that occafion with great earneftnefs,
and with tears in his eyes. He faid, he was now
to caft himfelf upon their favour in the greateft
concern he could have in this world. He fpoke
much of his duty to the King, and of his zeal for
the Nation : And foîemnly protefted, that, what-
§ver his religion might be, it fhould only be a pri-
vate thing berween God and his own foui, and that
no effeâ; of it fhould ever appear in the govern-
ment. The provifo was carried for him by a few
voices. And, contrary to ail mens expedtations,
it paft in the Houfe of Commons. There was alfo
a provifo put in, excepting nine ladies about the
Queen. And fhe faid, ftie v/ould have ail the La¬
dies of that religion caft lots, who fhould be com-
prehended. Only fhe named the Duchefs of Portf-

E a mouth,
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mouth, as one wbom fhe would not expofe to the
uncertainty of a lot j which was not thought very
decent in her, tho' her circumftances at that
time required an extraordinary fubmiffion to the
King in every thing.

Coleman was brought to.his trial. Oates and
Bedlow fwore flatly againft him, as was mentioned
before. He denied, that he had ever feen e.ither
the one or the other of them in his whoie life : And
defended himfelf by Oates's not knowing him,
when they were firft confronted, nor objedting
thofe matters to him for a great while after. Fie
alfo prefîed Oates to name the day in Auguft, in
which he had fent the fourfcore guineas to the four
ruffians. But Oates would fix on no day, tho' he
was very pundtual in matters of lefs moment.
Coleman had been out of town almoft that whole
month. But, no day being named, that ferved
him in no ftead. He urged the improbability of
his talking to two fuch men, whom he had by their
own confeffion never feen before. But they faid,
he was told that they were trufted with the whole
fecret. His letters to P. de la Chaife was the hea-
vieft part of the evidence. He did not deny, that
there were many impertinent things in his letters :
But, he faid, he intended nothing in them, but
îhe King's fervice and the Duke's : He never in¬
tended to bring in the Catholick religion, by re*
bellion, or by blood, but only by a toleration :
And the aid, that was pray'd from France, was
only meant the affiftance of money, and the inter-
pohtion of that Court. After a long trial, hewas
convicled : And fentence paffied upon him to die as
a traitor. He continued to his laft breath denying
every tittle of that which the witneiïes had fworn
againft him. Many were fent to him from both
Houfes, offering to interpole for his pardon, if he
would confefs. He ftill protefted his innocence,
and took great care to vindicate the Duke. He
faid, his own heat might make him too forward :

For,
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For, being perfuaded of the truth of his religion, H 7 8*.
ho could not but wifh, that. ait others wére not
only almoft, but altogether, fuch as he was, ex-
cept in that chain ; for he was then in irons : He
confeffed, he had mixed too much intëreft for
raifing himfelf in ail he did ; and that he had re-
ceived 2500 Guineasfrom the French Embaffador,
to gain fome friends to his mafter, bat that he
had kept them to himfelf : He had adted by order
in ail that he had done : And he believed the King
knew of his employaient, particularly that at Bruf-
fels. But, tho' hefeemed willing to be queftioned
concerning the King, the Committee did notthink
fit to do it, nor to report what he faid concerning
it : Only in général they reported, that he lpoke
of another matter, about which they did not think
fàt to interrogate him, nor to mention it. Eittle-
ton was one of the Committee ; and gave me an
account of ail that pafs'd that very night. And I
found his behaviour made great impreffion on them
ail. He fuffered with much compofednefs and de- And exe.
votion -, and died much better than he had lived.catlQrtt-
It was given out at that time, to make' the Duke
more odious, that Coleman was kept up from
making confeffions, by the hopes the Duke fent
him ot a pardon at Tyburn. But he could not be
fo ignorant, as not to know that, at that time, it
was not in the King's power to pardon him, while
the tide went fo high.

The Nation was now fo much alarmed, that ail
pèople were furnifhing themfelves with arms, which
heightned the jealoufy of the Court. A bill pafs'd
in both Houfes for raifmg ail the Militia, and for
keeping it together for fix weeks : A third part,
if I remember right, being to ferve a Fortnight,
and fo round. I found, fome of them hoped when
that bill paft into a law, they would be more maD
ters -, and that the Militia would not feparate, till
$11 the demanda of the two Houfes fliould begrant-

E 3 rd-
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1678. ed. The King reje&ed the bill, when offered ta

him for his affent.

J!1e, I waited often on him ail the month of Decem-
thoughts ^er* "^e came t0 me t0 Chiffinch's, a Page of the
of this back ftairs ; and kept the time he afîigned me to a
whole minute. He was alone, and talked muçh, and
mattcr.

veIy freely with me. We agreed in one thing, that
the greateft part of the evidence was a contrivance.
But he fufpeéted, fome had fet on Oates, and in-
ftrudted him : And he named the Earl of Shafts-
bury. I v/as of another mind. I thought the ma-
ny grofs things in his narrative fhewed, there was
no abler head than Oates, or Tonge, in theframing
it : And Oates in his firft ftory had covered the
Duke, and the Minifters fo much, that from thence
It feemed clear that Lord Shaftfbury had no hand
in it, who hated them much more than he did Po-

Î)ery. He fancied, there was a defign of a rebel-ion on foot. I afîured him, I faw no appearances
of it. I told him, there was a report breaking
out, that he intended to legitimate the Duke of
Monmouth. He anfwered quick, that, as well as
he lov'd him, he had rather fee him hanged. Yet
lie apprehended a rébellion fo much, that he feem¬
ed not ill pleafed that the party fhould flatter them-
felves with that imagination, hoping that would
keep them quiet in a dependence upon himfelf :
And he fufferéd the Duke of Monmouth to ufe ail
methods to make himfelf popular, reckoning that
he could keep him in his own management, He
was furprifed, when I told him that Coleman had
infinuated that he knew of ail their foreign nego»
tiations ; or at leaft he feemed fo to me. I preffed
him much to oblige the Duke to enter into con¬
férences with fome of our Divines, and to be pre-
ijpnt at them himfelf. This would very much clear
him of jealoufy, and might have a good effedl on
his brother : At leaft it would give the world fome
hopes ; like what Henry IV. of France, his grand-
father, did, which kept a party ftrm to him for

7 fome
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fome time before he changed. He anfwered, that i6;&.
his brother had neither Henry IV.'s underftanding,
nor hls confcience : For he believed, that King
was always indiffèrent as to thofe matters. He
would not hearken to thi's, which made me incline
to believe a report I had heard, that the Duke had
got a folemn promife of the King, that he would
never fpeak to him of religion. The King fpoke
much to me concerning Oates's accuhng the Queen,
and acquainted me with the vvhole progrefs of it.
He faid, fhe was a weak woman, and had fome difa-
greeable humours, but was not capable of a wicked
thing: And, confidering his faultinefs towards herin
other things, he thought it a horrid thing to abandon
lier. He faid, he looked on falfehood and çrueîty as
the greateft crimes in thefight of God : Heknew, he.
had led a bad life ; (of which he fpoke with fome
fenfe :) But he was breaking himfelfofail his fauks :
And he would never do a bafe and a wicked thing.
I fpoke on ail thefe fubjedts what I thought became
me, which he took well. And I encouraged him
much in his refolution of not expofing the Queen
to perifh by falfe fwearing. I told him, there was
no poffibility of laying the beat that was now
raifed, but by changing his Miniftry. And I told
him how odious the Earl of Danby was, and that
there was a defign againft him : But I knew not
the particulars. He faid, he knew that lay a£
bottom. The Army was not yet difbanded : And
the King was in great ftraits for money. The
IToufe of Commons gave a money bill for this.
Yet they would not truft the Court with the dif-
banding the Army : But ordered the money to. be
brought into the chamber of London, and named
a Committee for paying off, and breaking the Ar¬
my. I perceived the King thought I was referved
to him, becaufe I would tell him no particular fto~
ries, nor name perfons. Upon which I told him,
fmce he had that opinion of me, l faw 1 cou kl do
him no fervice, and would trouble him no more ;

E 4 ' but
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1678. but he fhould certainly hear from me, if I came

to know any thing that might be of any confe-
quence to his Perfon or Government.

This favour of mine lafled ail the month of De-:
cember 78. I acquainted him with Carftairs's prac-
tice againft Duke Lauderdale, and ail that I knevy
of that matter *, which was the ground on which
1 had gone with relation to Staley. The King
told Duke Lauderdale of it, without naming me>
And he fent for Carftairs, and charged him with it.
Carftairs denied it ail ; but faid, that Duke Marmi¬
ton and Lord Kincardin had prefs'd him to do it :
And he went to the King and affirmed it cqnfidently
to him. He did not name Lord Athol, hoping
that he wouîd be gentle to him for that reafon. '
The King fpoke of this to Duke Hamilton, who
told him the wholë ftory, as I had done. Lord
Athol upon that fent for Carftairs, and charged
him with ail this foui dealing, and drew him near
a clofet, where he had put two wftnefîes. Çar-
ftàirs faid, that fomebody had difcovered the mat¬
ter to Duke Lauderdale, that he was now upon
the point of making his fortune, and that if Duke
Lauderdale grew to be his enemy, he was undone.
He confeiïed, he had charged Duke Hamilton
and Lord Kincardin falfely : But he had nq other
way to favë himfelf. After the Marquifs of Atho|
had thus drawn every thing from him, he went to
the King with his two witneffes, and the paper
that Carftairs had formerjy put in his hand. Car¬
ftairs was then with the King, and was, with many
imprécations, juftifying his charge againft the two
Lords : But he was confounded, when he faw Lord
Athol. And upon that his villany appeared fo
çyidently, that the part 1 had adted in that matter
was now well uhderftood, and approved of. Car¬
ftairs died, not long after, under great horror j
and ordered himfelf to be caft into fome ditch as

a dog •, for he faid he was no better. But I could
fiever hear what he faid of Staley's bufinefs.

* v ' While
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While ail matters were in this confufion, a new 1678.

incident happened that embroiled them yet more. «■—^
The Earf of Danbyhad broke with Mountague ; Danby,&
But he knew what letters he had wrft to him, .and ^jounta-
with what feqrets he had trufted h|m, He appre-gue are
hended Mountague might acçufe him : So he re- brought
folved to prevent him. Jenkiqs, who was then atout*
Nimeguen, writ over, according to a direction
fent him, as was believed, that he underftood that
Mountague had been in a fecret correfpondence,
and in dangerous pradlices with the Pope's Nuntio
at Paris. This was meant of one Con, whom I
knew well, who had been long in Rome : And
moft of the letters between England and Rome
paft thrq' his hands. : He was a crafty man, and
knew news well, and loved money: So Moun¬
tague made ufe of him, and gave him money for
fuch fecrets as he could draw from him. Upon
Jenkins's letter the King fent a melfage to the
Houfe of Commons, letting them know that he
was refolved to bring Mountague to a trial, for
being a confederate with Rome, and in the plot to
bring in Popery : And at the famé time he fent to
fecure his cabinets and papers. This was a device
pf Lord Danby's to find his own letters, and cle-
ftrqy them ; and then to let the profecution fall :
For they knew they had nothing againft Moun¬
tague. But Mountague underftood the arts of a
Court top well to be eafily catched -, and had put
a box, in which thofe letters were, in fure hands
out of the way. A great debate rofe upon this
matter in the Houfe of Commons. It was thought
a high breach of privilège to feize on the papers of
a Member of their Houfe, when there was nothing
of treafon fworn againft him. After forne hours
fpent in the debate, during which Mountague fat
filent very long ; at laft, when the box was brought
to him from the perfon to whom he had trufted it,
he opened it, and took out two of Lord Danby's
letters^ that contained inftrudions to him to treat

with
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1678. wîth the King of France for 300000I. a year for

three years, if a peace fucceedéd, fince ^ would
not be convenient for the King to meet a Parlia-
ment in ali that time, and he was charged to men¬
tion no part of this to the Secretary of State.
"Winnington, who from fmall beginnings, and from
as fmall a proportion of learning in his profeffion,
in which he was rather bold and ready than able,
was now corne to be Solicitor General, fellfeverely
upon thofe letters. He faid, here was a Minifter,
who, going out of the àffairs of his own province,
was diredting the King's Embaffadors, and exclud-
ing the Secretary ot State, whofe office it was*
from the knowledge of it : Here was 3the faith oT
England to our Allies, and our intereft likewife,
fet to fale for French money, and that to keep off
a Seffion of Parliament : This was a defign to fell
the Nation, and to fubvert the Government : And
he concluded, that was high treafon. Upon which
he moved, that Lord Danby fhould be impeached
of high treafon. The Earl of Danby's party was
much confounded. They could neither deny nor
juftify his letters. But they argued, that they
could not be high treafon, fince no fuch faét was
comprehended m any of the ftatutes of treafon.
The letters feemed to be writ by the King's order,
who certainly might appoint any perfon he pleafed
to fend his orders to his Minifters abroad : They
refleéled on the bufinefs of the Earl of StrafFord,
and on conftrudtive treafon, which was a device
to condemn a man for a fact againft which no law
did lie. Mainard, an ancient and eminent law-
yer, explained the words of the Statute of 25
Edward III. that the Courts of law could not pro-
ceed but upon one of the crimes there enumera-
ted : But the Parliament had ftill a power, by
the claufe in that aft, to déclaré what they thought
was treafon : So an a6t pafs'd, declaring poifoning
treafon, in King Henry VIII.'s time : And, thoâ
by the Statute it was on) y treafon to confpire

again$
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againft the Prince of Wales y yet if one fliould i6yg.
confpire againft the whole Royal Family, when
there was no Prince of Wales, they would without
doubt déclaré that to be high treafon.

After a long debate it was voted by a majority And hs
of above feventy voices, that Lord Danby Ihoulfî w*s im-
be impeached of high treafon. And the impeach-
ment was next day carried up to the Lords. The t:eafoa.
Earl of Danby juftified himfelf, that he had ferved
the King faithfully, and according to his own or-
ders. And he produced fome of Mountague's let-
ters, to fhew that at the Court of France he was
looked on as an enemy to their intereft. He faid,
they knew him well that judged fo of him ; for he
was indeed an enemy to it : And, ainong other
reafons, he gave this for one, that he knew the
French King held both the King's perfon and go-
vernment under the laft degree of conternpt. Thefe
words were thought very ftrange with relation to
both Kings. A' great debate arofe in the Houle
of Lords concerning the impeachment i whether
it ought to be received as an impeachment of high
treafon, only becaufe the Commons added the
word high treafon in it. It was faid, the utmoft
that could be made of it, was to fuppofe it true :
But even in that cafe they muft needs fay plainly,
that it was not within the Statute. Tothis itwas

anfwered, that the Houfe ofCommons, that brought
up the impeachment, were to be heard to two
points : The one was, to the nature of the crime :
The other was, to the trial of it : JBut the Lords
could not take upon them to judge of either of
thefe, till they heard what the Commons could
offer to fupport the charge : They were bound
therefore to receive the charge, and to proceed ac¬
cording to the rules of Parliament, which was to
commit the perfon fo impeached, and then give a
ftiort day for his trial : So it would be Jfoon over,
îf the Commons could not prove the matter charged
Çq be high treafon. The debate went on with

great
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î6y8. great heat on both fides : But the majority wa$

againft the commitment. Upon this, it was vifi-
ble, the Commons would have complained that

The Par- ^ie Lords denied them juftice. So there was no
liament hope of making up the matter. And upon that
was pro- the Parfiament was prorogued;
?egued. This was variouCy cenfured. The Court con-

demned Mountague for revealing the King's fe~
crets. Others faid, that, fince Lord Danby had
begun to fall on him, it was reafonable and natu-
ral for him to defend himfelf. The letters did caft
a very great blemifh, not only on Lord Danby,
but on the King j who, after he had entred into
alliances, and had received great fupplies from his
people to carry on a war, was thtis treating with
France for money, which could not be afked or
obtained from France on any other account, but
that of making the Confederates accept of lower
terms, than otherwife they would have ftood on ;
which was indeed the felling of the Allies and of
the publick faith. Ail that the Court faid in ex-
cufe for this was, that, fince the King faw a peace
was refolved on, after he had put himfelf to fo
great a charge to préparé for war, it was reafon¬
able for him to be reimburfed as much as he could
from France : This was ordinary in ail treaties,
where the Prince that defired a peace was made to
buy it. This indeed would have juftified the
King, if it had been demanded above board : But
fuch underhand dealing was mean and difhonour-
able : And itnvas faid, that the States went into
îhe peace with fuch unreafoiuble earneltnefs upon
the knowiedge, or at leaft the fufpicion, that they
had of fuch pra&ices. This gave a new wound
to the King's crédit abroad, or rather it opened
the oîd one : For indeed after our breaking both
the treaty of Breda, and the Tripple Alliance, we
had not much crédit to lofe abroad. None gained
fo much by this difcovery, as Secretary Coven-
try ; fi^ce now it appeared, that he was not trufted
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with thofe ill pra&ices. He had been fevereîy i6yg-„
fallen on for the fam'd faying of the murder of
forty rnen, Birch aggravated the matter heavily ;
and faid, it feemed he thought the murder of forty
men a very fmail matter, fince he wouîd rather
be guilty of it, than oppofe an Alliance made upon
fuch treacherous views. Coventry anfvvered, that
he always fpoke to them fmcerely, and as he thought;
and that if an Angel from Heaven fhould come
and fay otherwife, (at this they were very atten¬
tive to fee how he could clofe a period fo ftrangely
begun,) he was fure, he fhould never get back to
Heaven again, but would be a fallen and a lying
angel. Now the matter was well underftood, and
his crédit was fet on a fure foot.

After the prorogation, the Earl of Danby faw
the King's affairs, and the ftate of the Nation re-
quired a fpeedy Seffion. He faw little hope of re-
covering himfelf with that Parliament, in which
fo great a majority were already fo deeply en-
gaged. So he entred into a treaty with fome of
the Country party for a new Parliament. .Pie un-
dertook to get the Duke to be fent out of the way
againft the time of its meeting. Lord Hollis,
Littleton, Bofcawen, and Hambden were fpoke
to. They were ail fo apprehenfive of the conti-
nuance of that Parliament, and that another fet of
Minifters would be able to mariage them as the
Court pleafed, that they did undertake to fave
him if he could bring thefe things about. But it
was underftood, that he muft quit his poft, and
withdraw from affairs. Upon which they pro-
mifed their affiftance to carry off his impeachment
with a mild cenfure. The Duke went intq the ad-
vice of a difîolution upon other grounds. He
thought, the Houfe of Commons had engaged
with fo much heat in the matter of the Plot, that
they couid never be brought off, or be made more
gentle in the matter of religion. He thought, a
new Parliament would a£t in a milder ftrain, and

not
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16yS. not fly fo high ; or that they would give no money,

and fo the King and they would break : For he
dreaded nothing fo m'uch as the bargains that were
made with the prefent Parliament, in which Po-
pery was always to be the lacrihce. Thus both
the Duke and Lord Danby joined in advancing
a difîblution, which was not refolved on tili the
January following.

The trial In December, Ireland, Whitebread, and Fen-
«rf F. Ire- wick5 three Jefuits ; and Grove and Piekering,
fome^ tW0 r^e ^ervants in the Queen's chapel, wére
others. brought to their trial. Oates and Bedlow fwore

home againft Ireland, that in Auguft laft he had
- given particular orders about killing the King.

Oates fwore the famé againft the other two Jefuits.
But Bedlow fwore only upon hear-fay againft them.
So, tho' they had pleaded to their inditement, and
the jury was fworn, and the witnefîès examined 5
yet, when the evidence was not found full, their
trial was put off to another time, and the jury was
not charged with them. This looked as if it was re¬
folved that they muft not be acquitted. I com-
plained of this to Jones : But he faid, they had
précédents for it. I always thought, that a pré¬
cédent againft reafon fignified no more, but that
the like injuftice had been done before. And the
truth is, the Crown has, or at leaft had, fuch ad-
vantages in trials of trealon, that it feems ftrange
how any perfon was ever acquitted. Ireland, in his
own defence, provedby many witneflès, thathe went
from London on the fécond of Auguft to Staf-
fordftiire, and did not corne back till the twelfth of
September. Yet, in oppofition to that, a woman
fwore that Ihe faw him in London about the
middle of Auguft. So, fince he might have come
up poft in one day, and gone down in another,
this did not fatisfy. Oates and Bedlow fwore
againft Grove and Piekering, that they undertook
to fhoot the King at Windfor ; that Grove was to
have 15001. for it 3, and that Piekering chofe
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thirty thoufand malles, whjch at a fhilling a mafs, 1678.
amounted to the famé fum : They attempted it vy>^.
three feveral times with a piftol : Onc.e the flint
was loofe : At another time there was no powder
in the pan : And the third time the piftol was
charged only with bullets. This was ftrange ftuff.
But ail was imputed to a fpecial Providence of
God : And the whole evidence was believed. So

they were convidted, condemned and executed.
But they denied to the laft every particular that
was fworn againft them.

This began to fhake the crédit of the evidence, Dugdale**
when a more compofed and crédible perfon came evidenc8*
in to fupport it. One Dugdale, that had been the
Lord Afton's bailiff, and lived in a fair réputation
in the country, was put in prifon for refufing the
oaths of allegiance and fupremacy. He did then,
with many imprécations on himfelf, deny, that he
knew of any plot. But afterwards he made a great
difcovery of a correfpondence that Evers, the
Lord Afton's Jefuit, held with the Jefuits in Lon-
don ; who had writ to Evers of the defign of
killing the King, and defired him to find out men
proper for executing it, whether they were gentle^,
men or not. .This, he fwore, was writ plain in a
letter from Whitebread, the Provincial, direéled
to himfelf : But he knew it was meant for Evers.
Evers, and Govan, another Jefuit, prefîed this
Dugdale to undertake it : They promifed he fhould
be canonized for it : And the Lord Stafford offered
him 500 1. if he would fet about it. Pie was a
man * of fenfe and temper ; and behaved himfelf
decently ; and had . fomewhat in his air and dé¬
portaient that difpofed people to believe him : So
that the King himfelf began to think there was
fomewhat in the Plot, though he had very little
regard either to Oates or Bedlow. Dup:dale'sO tv

evidence was much confirmed by one circumftance.
He had talked of a Juftice of Peace in Weft-
minfter that was killed, on the Tuefday after

Godfrey
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1678. Godfrey was mifs'd : So that the news of thîk

w-v-^ muft ha-ve been writ from London on the Saturday
night's poil. He did not think it was a fecret :
And fo he talked of it as news in an alehoufe.
The two perfons, he faid he fpoke it to, remembred:
nothing of it, the one being the minifter of the
parifh : But feveral others fwore they had heard it.
He faw this, as he fwore, in a letter writ by Har-
court the Jefuit to Evers, in which Godfrey was
named. But he added a ftrange ftory to this,
which he faid Evers told him afterwards ; that the
Duke had fent to Coieman, when he was in New-
gate, to perfuade him to difcover nothing, and
that he defired to know of him, whether he had
ever difcovered their defigns to any other perfon ;
and that Coieman fent back anfwer, that he had
fpoke of them to Godfrey, but to no other man :
Upon which the Duke gave order to kill him,
This was never made publick, till the Lord Staf-
ford's trial. And I was amazed to fee fuch a thing
break out after fo long a filence. It looked like.
an addition to Dugdale's firft evidence ; tho' he
had been noted for having brought out ail his
difcoveries at once, The Earl of Efîèx told me,
he fwore it in his firft examination : But, fince it
was onîy upon hear-fay from Evers, and fo was
nothing in law, and yet would heighten the fury
againft the Duke, the King charged Dugdale to
fay nothing of it.

Prance At the famé time a particular difcovery was
diicovers made of Godfrey's murder. Prance, a goldfmith,
Godfrey's tjiat wrought for the Queen's chapel, had gone
Hiui er. from j^fe for two or three days, the week

before the murder. And one that lodged in his
houfe, calling that to mind, upon Bedlow's fwear-
ing he faw the body in Somerfet-houfe, fancied
that this was the time in which he was from home,
and that he might be concerned in that matter ;
tho' it appeared afterwards, that his abfence was
the week before. He faid, he went from his own

3 houfe,
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houfe, fearing to be put in prifon, as mafty were, 1678.
upoh fufpicion, or on the account of his religion.
Yet upon this information he'wâs feized on, and
carried to Wefbminfter. Bedlov/ accidentai!y pafs'd

■ yoy, not knowing any thing concernihg him : And
t ' at Hrft fîght lie charged fomebody to feize on him ;

for lie was ope of thofe whom lie faw about God¬
frey's body. Yet lie denied every thing for fome
days. Afterwards he confefîèd, hé was concerned
in ît : And he gave this acçotirit of it : G iraid and
Kelly, two prieîts, engaged him and threc othérs
into it ; who were Green, that belonged to the
Qtieen's chapel, Hill that had ferved Godden, the
mort celebrated writer among them, and Berry,
the porter of Somerfet-houfe. He faid, thefe ail,
except Berry, had feveral meetings, in which the
priefts perluaded them it was no fin, but a meri-
torious aftion to difpatch Godfrey, who had been
a bufy man in taking dépositions againft them, and
that the taking him off would terrify others.
France named an alehoufe, where they ufed to
meet : And the people of that houfe did confifm
this of their meeting there. After they had refolved
on it, they followed him for feveral days. The • •
morning before. they killed him, Hill went to his
houfe to fee if he was yet gone oût, and fpoke to
his maid. And, finding he was yet at home, they
jftaid for his coming ont. This was confirmed by
the maid, who, upon Hill's being taken, went to
Newgate, and in a croud of prifoners, diftin-
guifhed him, and faid, he was the perfon that afked
for Ter mafter the morning before he was loft.
France faid, they dogged him into a place near St.
Ciement's Church, where he was kept till night.
France was appointed to be at Sotnerfet-houfe at
night. And, as Godfrey went by the water-gate,
twoof them pretended to be hot in a quarrel. And
one run ont to cail a Juftice of peace, and fo
preffed Godfrey to go in and part them. He was
not eafily prevarled on to do it. Yet he did at laft,

Yol. II. F GreeF
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1678, Green then got behind him, and pulled a cravat

about his neck, and drew him down to the ground,
and ftrangled him. IJpon that Giraîd would have
run him through : But the reft diverted him from
that, by reprefenting the danger of a difcovery by
the blood's being ieen there. Upon that they
carried his body up to Godden's rocm, of which
Hill had the key, Godden being then in France.
Two days after that they removed it to a room
croîs the upper court, which France could never
defcribe particularly. And, that not being found
a convenient place, they carried it pack to Godden's
lodgings. At laft it was refolved to carry it ont
jn the night in a fedan to the remote parts of the
town, and from thence to cafl it into fome ditch,
On Wedpefday a fedan was provided. And one
pf the centinels fwore he faw a fedan carried in :
But none faw it brought ont. France faid, they
carried him out, and that Green had provided à
horfe, on whofe back he laid him, when they were
got clear of the town : And then he carried him,
as he believed, to the place where his body was
found. This was a confiftin'g ftory, which was
fupported in fome circumftances by collatéral
prbofs. He added another particular, that, fome
çlays after the fact, thofe who had been concerned
in it, and two others, who were in the fecret, ap-
pointed to meet at Bow, where they talked much
pf that matter. This was confirmée! by a fervant
pf that houfe, who was çoming in and out to them,
and heard them often mention Godfrey's name.
Upon which he îlood at the door out of curi-
pfity tp hearken : But one pf them came out, and
îhreatened him for it. The priefts were not found :
But Green, Hill, and Berry, were apprehended
iipon it. Yet fome days after this, France defired
to be carried to the King, who would not fee him,
but in Çouncil : And he denied ail that he had

, formerly fworn, and faid it wras ail a fiétion. But
as foon as hç wa-s carried back to prifon, he fent

the ■
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the keeper of Newgate to the King to tell him,
that ail he had fvvorn was true, but that the horror \r***4
and confufion he was in put him on denying it.
Yet he went ofF from this again, and denied every
thing. Dr. Lloyd was upon this fent to him to
talk with him. At firft he denied every thing to
him. But Dr. Lloyd faid to me, that he was al-
moit dead through the dilorder of his mind, and
with cold in his body. But after that Dr. Lloyd had
made a lire, and çaufed him to be put in a bed,
and began to difcourfe the matter with him, he re-
turned to his confeffion -, which he did in fuch a.

manner, that Lloyd faid to mê, it was not poiïible
for him to doubt of his fmcerity in it.

So, he perftfting in his firft confeffîon, Green, Somecon-
Hill and Berry were brought to their trial. Bed- j!enî®ecjhlow and France, with ail the circumftances for- 0
merly mentioned, were the evidençe againft them. nying it.
On the other hand they brought witnefifes to provq,
that they cameTome in a good hour on the nights,
in which the faét was faid to be done. Thofe that
lived in Godden's lodgings depofed, that no dead
body could be brought thither, for they were every
day in the room that Prance had named. And the
centinels of that night of the carrying him out faid,
they faw no fedan brought out. They were, upon a
full hearing, convifted and condemned. Green,
and Hill, died, as they had lived, Papilfs ; and,
with folemn proteftations, denied the whole thing,
Berry declared himfelf a Proteftant •, and that tho*
he had changed his religion for fear of lofing his
place, yet he had ftill continued to be one in his
heart. He faid, he looked on what had now be-
fallen him, as a juft judgment of ,God upon him
lor that diffimulation. He denied the whole matter

chargée} on him. He feemed to préparé himfelf
ferioufly for death : And to the laft minute he
affirmed he was akogether innocent. Dr. Lloyd
attended on him, and was much perfuaded of his
fi^çerity, Prarice fwore nothing againft him, but

f 2, that



68 The History of the Reign
1678. that lie affifted in the fa<ft, and in carrying about

the dead body. So Lloyd reckoned, that thofe
things being done in the night, Prance might have
miftaken him for fome other perfon, who might
be like him, confidering the confufion that fo much
guilt might have put him in. Pie therefore be-
lieved, Prance had fworn rafhly with relation to
him, but truly as to the main of the fa<5t. -The
Papifts took great advantage from Berry's dying
Proteftant, and yet denying ail that was fworn
againft him, tho' he might have had his life if he
would have confeffed it. They faid, this fhewed
it was not from the doétrine of equivocation, or
from the power of abfolution, or any other of
their tenets, that fo many died, denying ail that
was fworn againft them, but from their own con-
vi&ion. And indeed this matter came to be

charged on Dr. Lloyd, as if he had been made a
topl for bringing Berry to this feeming converfion,
and that ail was done on defign to cover the Queem
But I faw him then every day, and was well aff
fured that he aéled nothing in it, but what became
his profeffion, with ail poffible fincerity. Prance
begàn, after this, to enlarge his difcoveries. He
faid, he had often heard them talk of killing the
King, and of fetting on a général maffacre, after
they had raifed an Army. Dugdale alfo faid, he
had heard them difcourfe of a maffacre. The me-

mory of the Iriffi maffacre was yet fo frefh, as to
raife a particular horror at the very mention of
this ; tho' where the numbers were fo great as
in Ireland, that might have been executed, yet
there feemed to be no occafion to apprehend
the like, where the numbers were in fo great an
inequaiity, as they were ftere. Prance did alfo
fwear, that a fervant of the Lord Powis had told
him that there was one in their family who had
undertaken to kiU the King -, but that fome days
after he told him, they were now gone off from
thaf defign, It looked very ftrange. and added

7 n0
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fio crédit to his other evidence, that thé Pâpifts î6yga
fhould be thus talking of killing the King, as if
it had been a common piece of news* But there
are feafons of believing, as well as of difbelieving i
And believing was then fo much in feafon, that
improbabilities or inconfiftencies were little confi-
dered. Nor was it fafe fo much as to make re-

fledions on the 111* That was called the blafting
of the plot, and difparaging the King's evidence I
Tho' indeed Oates and Bedlow did, by their be-*
haviour, detracfc more from their own crédit, than
ail their enemies could have done. The former
talked of ail perfons with infufferable infolence ;
And the other was a fcandalous libertine in his
whole deportment.

The Lord Chief Juftice at that time was Sir
William Scroggs, a man more valued for a good j^ord
readinèfs in fpeaking well, than either for learn* Chief.
ing in his profeÛion, or for any moral virtue. His Juftice.
lifé had been indecently fcandalous, and his for¬
tunes were very low. He was raifed by the Earl of
Danby's favour, fîrft to be a Judge, and then to
be the Chief Juftice. And it was a melancholy
thing to fee fo bad, fo ignorant, and fo poor a
man* raifed up to that great poft. Yet he, now
feeing how the ftream run, went into it with fo
much zeal and heartinefs, that h& was become the
favourite of the people. But, when he faw the
King had an ill opinion of it, he grew colder in
the purfuit of it. He began to neglect and chèck
the^ witneiïès : Upon which, they, who behaved
themfelves as if they had been the Tribunes of
the people, began to rail at him. Yet in ail the
trials he fet himfelf, even with indecent earnefL
nefs, to get the prifoners to be always caft.

Another witnefs came in foon after thefe things, Jemîifonç3
Jfennifon, the younger brother of a Jeluit, and a evidence.
gentleman of a family and eftate. He, obferving
that îreland had defended himfelf againft Oates
«hiefiy by this, that he was in Staffordftiire from

F 3 the
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the bêginning of Auguft till the i2th of Septem-1
ber, and that he had died affirming that to be
true, feemed much furprized at it ; and upon that
turnedProteftant. For he faid he faw him in London
on the i pth of Auguft, on vvhich day he fixed upon
this account, that he faw him the day before he
went down in the ftage coach to York, whiçh was
•proved by the books of that office to be the 20th
of Auguft. He faid, he was come to town from
Windfor : And hearing that Ireland was in town,
he went to fee him, and found him drawing off
his boots. Ireland afked him news, and in par-
ticular, how the King was attended at Windfor ?
And when he anfwered, that he walked about ve'ry
carelefty with very few about him, Ireland feemed
to wonder at it, and faid, it would be eafy then
to take him off : To which Jennifon anfwered
quick, God forbid : But Ireland faid, he did not
mean that it could be lawfully done. Jennifon,
in the letter in which he writ this up to a friend in
London, added, that he remembred an inconfi-
derable paffage or two more, and that perhaps
Smith (a Prieft that had lived with his Father)
could help him to one or two more circumftances
relating to thofe matters : But he protefted, as he
deftred the forgivenefs of his fins, and the falva-
tion of his foui, that he knew no more -, and wiffi-
ed he might never fee the face of God, if he knew
any more. This letter was printed. And great
ufe was made of it, to ffiew how little regard was
îo be had to thofe déniais, with which fo many had
ended their lives. But this man in the fummer
thereafter publiftied a long narrative of his know-
ledge of the plot. He faid, himfelf had been in*
vited to affift in killing the King. He named the
four ruffians that went to Windfor to do it. And
he thought to have reconciled this to his letter, by
prétending thefe were the circumftances, that he
had not mentioned in it. Smith did alfo change
his religion s and depofed, that, when he was at

Rome,
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Rome, he was told in général of the defign of 1678.
killing the King. He was afterwards difcovered
to be a vicious man. Yet he went no farther than
to fwear, that he was acquainted with the defign
in général, but nôt with the perfons that were em-
ployed in it. By thefe witneffes the crédit of the
plot was univerfally eftablifhed. Yet, no real
proofs appearing, befîdes Coleman's letters and
Godfrey's murder, the King, by a proclamation,
did offer both a pardon and 200 1. to any one that
would corne in, and make ftirther difcoveries.
This was thought too great a hire to purchafe wit¬
neffes. Money had been offered to thofe who-
fhould bring in criminals. But it was faid to be a
new and indecent pra&icè to offer fo much money
to men, that fhould merit it by fwearing : And it
might be too great an encouragement to perjury.

While the witneffes were weakning their own pra6liccs
crédit, fome pradlices were difcovered, that did with the
very much fupport it. Reading, a lawyer of fome wnnéues
fubtilty, but of no virtue, was employed by the ve'JA
Lords in the Tower to folicit their affairs. He in-
finuated himfelf much into Bedlow's confidence,
and was much in his company : And, in the hear-
ing of others, he wras always preffing him to tell
ail he knew. He lent him money very freely,
which the other wanted often. And he feemed at

firft to defign orily to find out fomewhat that fhould
deftroy the crédit of "his teftimony. But he ven-
tured on other pradtices -, and offered him much
money, if he would turn his evidence againft the
Popllh Lords only into a hear-fay, fo that it
fhould not corne home againft thern. Reading
faid, Bedlow began the propofition to him -, and
employed him to fee how much money thefe Lords
could give him, if he fhould bring them off: Up-
on which, Reading, as he pretended afterwards,
feeing that innocent blood was like to be fhed,
was willing, even by indecent means, to endea-
vour to prevent it. Yet hç freed the Lords in

F \ the
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1678. the Tower. He laid, they would not promiie a

farthing : Only the Lord Stafford faid, he would
give Reading two or three hundred pounds, which
he might tiilpofe of as he pleafed. While Reading
was driving the bargain, Bedlow was too hard for
him at his own trade of craft : For, as he ac-

quainted both Prince Rupert, and the Earl of
Efiex, wich the whole negotiation, from the firft
ftep of it, fo he piaced two witneffes fecretly in
his chamber, when Reading was to corne to him 9
and drew him into thofe difcourfes, which difco-
vered the whole prabtice of that corruption. Rea¬
ding had likewife drawn a paper, by which he-
lhewed him with how few and fmali altérations he
could foften his depofition, fo as not to affèct the
Lords. With thefe witnefles, and this paper,
Bedlow charged Reading. The whole matter was
proved beyond contradiction. And, as this raifed
his crédit, fo it laid a heavy load on the Popifh
Lords 9 tho' the proofs came home only to Rea¬
ding, and he was fet in the pillory for it. Bedlow
made a very ilî ufe of this difcovery, which hap-
pened in March, to cover his having fworn againft
Whitebread and Fenwick only upon hear-fay in
December : For, being refolved to fwear plain
matter upon his own knowledge againft them,
when they fhould be brought again on their trial,
he faid, Reading had prevailed on him to be eafy
to them, as he called it 9 and that he had faid to
him that the Lords would take the faving of thefe
Jefuits, as an earneft of what he would do for
themlèlves 9 tho5 it was not very probable, that
thefe Lords would have abandoned îreland, when
they tcok fuch care of the other Jefuits. The
truth was, he ought to have been fet afide from
being a witnefs any more,' fince now by his own
confefiion he had fworn falfly in that trial : He
had firft fworn, he knew nothing of his own
knowledge againft the two Jefuits, and afterwards

. he fwore copioufly againft them, and upon his
own knowledge. Wyld, a worthy and ancient

Judge,
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Judge, faid upon that to him, that he was a per- 1678,
jured man, and ought to come no more into <
Courts, but to go home, and repent. Yet ail
this was paft over, as if it had been of no weight :
And the Judge was turned out for his plain frce-
dom. There was foon after this another pradice
difcovered concerning Oates. Some that belong-
ed to the Earl of Danby converfed much with
Oates's fervants. They told them many odious
things that he was daily fpeaking of the King,
which looked liker one that intended to ruin than
to fave him. One of thefe did alfo affirm, that
Oates had made an abominable attempt upon him
not fit to be named. Oates fmelled this out, and
got his fervants to deny ail that they had faid, and
to faften it upon thofe who had been with them,
as a praétice of theirs : And they were upon that
likewife fet on the pillory. And, to put things
of a fort together, tho' they happen'd not. ail at
once : One Tafborough, that belonged to the
Duke's court, entred into fome correfpondence
with Dugdale, who was courting a kinfvvoman of
his. It'was propofed, that Dugdale fhould fign
a paper, retracfing ail that he had formerly fworn,
and fhould upon that go beyond fea, for which
he was promifed, in the Duke's name, a confî-
derable reward. He had written the paper, as was
defired : But he was too cunning for Tafborough,
and he proved his pradtices upon him. Hè pretend-
ed he drew the paper oniy to draw the other fur-
ther on, that he might be able to penetrate the
deeper into their defigns. Tafborough was fined,
and fet in the pillory for tampering thus with the
King's ebdence.

This was the true ftate of the plot, and of the Refleaî
witneffes that provred it j which I have open'd as ons upon
fully as was poffible for me : And I had particu-
lar occafions to be well inftrucled in it. Here was c
matter enough to work on the fears and apprehem
fions of the Nation : So it was not to be wonder^
ed. at, if Parliaments were hot, and Juçies were

eafy
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cafy in this profecution. The vifible evidence3
that appeared, made ail people conclude there was
great plotting among them. And it was generally
believed, that the bulk of what was fworn by the
witneffes was truc, tho' they had by ail appear-
ance dreffed it up with incredible circumfta-nces»
What the men of learning knew concerning their
principles, both of depofing of Kings, and of the
lawfu&neis of murdering them when fo depofed,
made them eafily conclude, that fince they faw the
Duke was fo entirely theirs, and that the King was
fo littie to be depended on, they might think the
prefent conjoncture was not to be loft. And fince
the Duke's eldeit daughter was already out of
their hands, they might make the more halte to
fet the Duke on the throne. The tempers, as
well as the m orals, of the Jefuits, made it rea-
fonable to believe, that they were not apt to neg-
lect fuch advantages, nor to ftick at any fort of
falfhood in order to their own defence. The doc¬
trine of probability, befides many other maxims
that are curfent among them, made many give
littie crédit to their witneffes, or to their moft fo-
lemn déniais, even at their exécution. Many things
were brought to fhew, that by the cafuiftical dh
vinity taught among them, and publifhea by them
to the worid, there was no pradfice fo bad, but
that the doctrines of probability, and of ordering
the intention, might juftify it. Yet many thought,
that, what doCfrines foever men might by a fub-
tilty of fpeculation be carried into, the approaches
of death, with the ferioufnefs that appeared in
their deportment, mult needs work fo much on
the probity and candor which feemed rooted in
human nature, that even immoral opinions, main-
tained in the way of argument, could not then re-
fift it. Several of our Divines went far in this

charge, againfi: ail regard to their dying fpeeches ;
of which Tome of our own Church complained,
as inhuman and indécent,

3 I»
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In January a new Parliament was fummôned. 1679,

The élections were carried with great heat, and
went almoft every where againft the Coure. Lord p.u"^v
Danby refolved to leave the Treafury at Lady-day.
And in that time he made great advantage by fe-
veral payments which he got the King to order,
that were due upon fuch flight pretences, that it
was believed he had a large fhare of them to him-
felf : So that he left the Treafury quite empty.
He perfuaded the King to fend the Duke beyond
fea, that fo there might be no colour for fufpebt-
ing that the counfels were influenced by him. He
endeavoured to perfuade the Duke, that it was fit
for him to go out of the way. If the King and
the Parliament came to an agreement, he might
dépend on the promife that the King would make
him5 of recalling him immédiately : And if they
did not agree, no part of the blâme could be caft
on him ; which muft happen otherwife, if he ftaid
ftill at Court. Yet no rhetorick would have ,pre-
vailed on him to go, if the King had not told him
pofitively, it was for both their fervice, and fo it
muft be done.

Before he went away, the King gave him ail The
poffibJe fatisfadlion with relation to the Duke of,*"en£
Monmouth, who was become very popular, and
his créatures were giving it out, that he was the
King's lawful fon. So the King made a folemp
déclaration in Council, and both figned it and
took his oath on it, that he was never married,
nor contracled to that Duke's mother ; nor to any
othêr woman, except to his prefent Quèen. The
Duke was fent away upon very ihort warning, not
without many tears fhed by him at parting, tho*
the King fhed none. He went firft to Pïolland,
and then to Brufièls, where he was but coldiy
■received.

At the opening the Parliament in March, the
parting with an only brother, to remove ail jea-
loufy, wa§ magnified with ail the pomp of the

Earl
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1679. Ëarl of Nottingham's éloquence. Lord Danby'é
^ ^ friends were in lomê hopes, that the great fervices

which he had done would make matters brought
againfb him to be handled gently. But in the
management he committed fome errors, thatproved
very unhappy to hiim

Seimour and he had fallen int'o fome quarrcL
lings, both being very proud and violent in their
tempers. Seimour had in the laft feffion ftruek in
with the heat againfb Popery, that he was beconle
popular upon it. So he managed the matter in
this new Parliament* that tho' the Court named
Meres yet he was chofen Speaker. The nomina^
tion of the Speaker was underftood to Corne from
the King, tho' he was not named as recommend-
ing the perfon. Yet a Privy Counfellor named
one : And it was underftood to be done by order.
And the perfon thus named was put in the chair4,
and was next day prefented to the King, who ap-
proved the choice. When Seimour was next day
prefented as the Speaker, the King refufed to cort-
firm the eledbion. He faid, he had other occafions
for him, which could not be difpenfed with. Up¬
on this, great heats arofe, with a long and violent
debate. It was faid, the Houfe had the choice of
their Speaker in them, and that their prefenting
the Speaker was only a folemn fhewing him to the
King, fuch as was the prefenting the Lord Mayor
and Sheriffs of London in the Exchequer -, but
that the King was bound to confirm their choice.
This debate held a week* and created much
anger.

A temper was found at laft. Seimour's eîedlion
was let fall : But the point was fettled, that the
right of eledbing was in the Houfe* and that the
confirmation was a thing of courfe. So another
Was chofen Speaker. And the Houfe immediately
fell on Lord Danby. Thofe who intended to
ferve him faid, the heat this difpute had raifed,
which was imputed wholly to him, had put it

' 1 ©ut
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eut of their power to do it. But he committed 1679.
other errors. He took out a pardon under the —y—
Great Seal. The Earl of Nottingham durft not
venture to pafs it. So the King ordered the Seal
to be put to the pardon in his own prefence. And
thus, according to Lord Nottingham's figure,
when he was afterwards queftioned about it, it did
not pafs thro' the ordinary methods of production,
but was an immédiate effeA of his Majefty's
power of creating. He alfo took out a warrant
to be Marquifs of Caermarthen. And the King,
jn a fpçech to the Pariiarnent, faid, he had done
nothing but by his order ; and therefore he had
pardoned him -, and, if there was any defeft in
his pardon, he would pafs it over and over a gain,
till it fhould be quite légal.

Upon this a great debate was raifed. Some Danby
queftioned whether the King's pardon, efpecially
when paffed in bar to an impeachment, was goocl but
in law ; This would encourage ili Minifters, who proiecu-
would be aiways fure of a pardon, and fo would -ed hy
aft more boldly, if they faw fo eafy a way to be ^
fecured againft the danger of impeachments : The mons>

King's pardon did indeed fecure one againft ail
profecution at his fuit : But, as in the cafe of mur-
der an appeal lay, from which the King's pardon
did not.cover the perfon, fince the King cotild no
more pardon the injuries done his people, than
he could forgive the debts that were owing to
them ; fo from a parity of reafon it was inferred,
that fince the offences of Minifters of State were

injuries done the publick, the King's Pardon could
not hinder a profecution in Pariiarnent, which
feemed to be one of the chief lecurities, and moft
effential parts of our conftitution. Yet on the
other hand it was faid, that the power of pardon-
ing was a main article of the King's Prérogative :
None had ever yet been an nu lied : The law had
made this one of the trufts of the Government,
withoqt any limitation upon it ; Ail arguments

againft
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i6yg. agahaft it might be gooci reafons for the limiting

it for the future : But what was already paft was
good in iaw, and could not be broke thro'. The
temper propofed was, that, upon Lord Danby's
going out oî the way, an Ad: of banifhment fhould
pafs againft him, like that which had paffed againft
the Earl of Clarenaon. Upon that, when the
Lords voted that he fhould be committed, he
withdrew. So a bill of banifhment paffed in the
Houfe of Lords, and was fent down to the Com-
mons. Winnington Tell on it there in a moft fu-
rious mariner. He faid, it was an A6t to let ail
Minifters fee what was the worft thing that could
happen to them, after they had been engaged in
the blackeft defigns, and had got great rewards of
tYealth and honour : Ail they could fuffer was, to
be obliged to live beyond fea. This enfîamed the
Houfe fo, that thofe, who intended to have mo-
derated that heat, found they could not ftop it.
Littleton fent for me that night, to try if it was
poffible to mollify Winnington. We laid before
him, that the King feemed brought near a difpo-
fition to grant every thing that could be defired of
him : And why muft an attainder be brought on,
which would create a breach that could not be
healed ? The Earl of Danby was refolved to bear
a banifhment, but wrould corne in, rather than
be attalnted, and pîead his pardon : And then the
fling was upon the matter made the party in the
profecution, which might ru in ail : We knew how
bad a Minifier he had been, and had felt the ill
effeéls of his power : But the publick wras to be
preferred to ail other confiderations.- But Win¬
nington was then fo entirely in Mountague's ma¬
nagement, and was fo blown up writh popularity,
and fo much provoked by being turned out of the
place of Solicitor General, that he could not be
prevailed on. It was offered afterwards from the
Court, as Littleton told me, both that Lord Dan¬
by fhould by Aét of Parliament be degraded from
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his Peerage, as well as banifhed, and that an Adt 1679.
fhould pafs declaring, for the future no pardon
fhould be pleaded in bar to an impeachment. But
the fury of the tinie was fuch, that ail offers were
rejefted. And fo a very probable appearance of
fettling the Nation was loft : For the bill for ba-
nifhing Lord Danby was thrown out by the Gom¬
mons. And inftead of it a bill of attainder was

brought in. The Treafury was put in commif-,
fion. The Earl of Effex was put at the head of
it. And Hide and Godolphin were two of the
commilîion. The Earl of Sunderland was brought
over from France, and made Secretary of State,
And Lord Effex and Lord Sunderland joined with
the Duke of Monmouth, to prefs the King to
change his counfels, and to turn to another me-
thod of government, and to take the rnen of the
greateft crédit into his confidence. Lord Effex
was much blamed for going in fo early into the
Court, before the reft were brought in. Fie faid
to me, he did it in the profped of working the
change that was afterwards effedled. Lord Sun¬
derland alfo told me, that the King was eafy in the
bringing in Lord Shaftfbury -, for he thought he
was only kngry in revende, becaufe he was pot
employed -, but that he had fo ill an opinion of
Lord Hallifax, that it was not eafy to get over
that. The Duke of Monmouth told me, that he
had as great difficulty in overcoming that, as ever
in any thing that he ftudied to bring the King to.

At laft the King was prevailed on to difmifs the A new
whole Council, which was ail made up of Lord Council,
Danby's créatures. And the chief men of both
Houfes were brought into it. This was carried
with fo much fecrecy, that it was not fo much as
fufpeéted, till the day before it was done. The
King was weary of the vexation he haçl been long
in, and defired to be fet at eafe. And at that
time he would have done any thing to get an end
put to the Plot3 and to the fermen'ation that was

now



Thé History of the Reigr^
167-9. now over the whole Nation : So that, if the Houle

of Commons would have let the matter of Lord

Danby's pardon faîl, and have accepted of limi¬
tations on his brother, inftead of excluding him,
he was willing to have yieided in every thing elfe.
He put likewife the Admïralty and Ordnance into
commiffions : Out of ail which the Duke's créa¬

tures were fo excluded, that they gave both him
and themfelves for loft. But the hatred that

Mountague bore Lord Danby, and Lord Shaftf-
bury's hatred to the Duke, fpoiled ail this. There
were alfo many in the LIoufe of Commons, who
finding themfelves forgot, while others were pre-
ferred to them, refolved to make themfelves con-
fiderable. And they infufed into a great many a
miftruft of ail that was doing. It was faid, the
King was ftill what he was before. No change
appeared in him. And ail this was only an arti¬
fice to lay the heat that was in the Nation, to gain
fo many over to him, and fo to draw money from
the Commons. So they refolved to give no mo¬
ney, till ail other things fliould be firft fettled.
No part of the change that was then made was
more acceptable than that of the Judges ; For
Lord Danby had brought in fome fad créatures
to thofe important poils. And Jones had the
new modelling of the Bench. And he put in
very worthy men, in the room of thofe ignorant
Judges that were now difmifs'd.

Debates The main point in debate was, what fecurity
" t^ie ^10u^ °ff"er t0 quiet the fears of the Na-r

Exciufion ^on upon the account of the Duke's fucceffion.
The Earl of Shaftfbury propofed the excluding
him fimply, and making the fucceffion to go on,
as if he was dead, as the only mean that was
eafy and fafe both for the Crown and the people :
This was nothing but the difinheriting the next
heir, which certainly the King and Parliament
might do, as well as any private man might
difmherit his next heir, if he had a mind to it.
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The King would not confent to this. He had
faithfuUy promifed the Duke, that he never
would. And he thought, if Adts of Exclufion
were once begun, it would not be eafy to ftop
them ; but that upon any difcontent at the next
heir, they would be fet on : Religion was now the
pretence : But other pretences would be found out,
when there was need of them: This infenfibly
would change the nature of the Englifh Monar-
chy : So that from being hereditary it would be-
come -eieétive. The Lords of EfTex and Hallifax
upon this propofed fuch limitations of the Duke's
authority, when the Crown fhould devolve on
him, as would difable him from doing any harm,
either in Church or State : Such as the taking out
of his hand ail power in Ecclefiaftical matters, the
difpofal of the publick money, with the power of
peace and war, and the lodging thefe in both
Houfes of Parliament *, and that whatever Parlia- '
ment was in being, or the laft that had been in
being at the King's death, fhould meet, without a
new fummons, upon it, and aiïume the admini-
ftration of affairs. Lord Shaftfbury argued againil
this, as much more prejudicial to the Crown than
the exclufion of one heir : For this changed the
whole Government, and fet up a Democracy in^
ftead of a Monarchy. Lord Hallifax's arguing
now fo much againil the danger of turning the
Monarchy to be eleftive, was the more extraordi-
nary in him, becaufe he had made an hereditary
Monarchy the fubject of his mirth ; and had often
faid,^ who takes a coachman to drive him, becaufe
his father was a good coachman ? Yet he was now
jealous of a fmaii flip in the fuccefiion. But at
the famé time he fludied to infufe into fome a zeal
for a Commonwealth. And to thefe he pretended,
that he preferred limitations to an exclufion : Be¬
caufe the one kept up the Monarchy ftill, only
paiïing over one perfon ; whereas the other brought
us really into a Commonwealth, as foon as we

Vol. II. G had
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had a Popifh King over us. And it was faid by
fome of his friends, that the limitations propofed
were fo advantageous to publick liberty, that a
man might be tempted to wifh for a Popifh King,
to come at them.

Upon this great différence of opinion, a fadtion
was quickly formed in the new Council. The
Lords Effex, Sunderland and Hallifax declaring
for limitations, and againft the Exclufion ; iwhile
Lord Shaftfbury, now made prefident of the Coun¬
cil, decîared highly for it. They took much pains
on him to moderate his heat : But he was become fo
intolerably vain, that he would not mix with them,
unlefs he might govern. So they broke with him :
And the other three were called the Triumvirate.
Lord Eflex applied himfelf to the bufinefs of the
Treafury, to the regulating the King's expence,
and the improvement of the Revenue. His clear,
tho5 flow, fenfe made him very acceptable to the
King. Lord Eïallifax ftudied to manage theKing's
fpirit, and to gain an afcendant there by a lively
and libertine converfation. Lord Sunderland ma-

naged foreign affairs, and had the greateft crédit
with the Dutchefs of Portfmouth. After it was

agreed on to offer the limitations, the Lord Chan-
cellor by order from the King made the propofition
to both Houfes. The Duke was ftruck with the
news of this, when it came to him to Bruffels.
I faw a letter writ by his Dutchefs the next poft :
In which fhe wrote, that as for a11 the high things
that were faid by their enemies they looked for
them, but that fpeech of the Lord Chancellor's
was a furprize, and a great mortification to them.
Their apprehenfions of that did not hang long
upon them. The Exclufion was become the po-
pular expédient. So after much debating, a bill
was ordered for excluding the Duke of York. I
will give you here a fhort abftraâ: of ail that was
faid, both within and without doors, for and againft
the Exclufion. .

Thofe
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Thofe who argued for it laid it down for a foun- 1679

dation, that every perfon, who had the whole righr
of any thing in him, had likewife the power oi ^rSu*
transferring it to whora he plealed. So the King for
and Parliament, being entirely poffefTed of the againft
-whole authority of the Nation, had a power totheEx-
limit the fucceffion, and every thing elfe relating c on*
to the Nation, as they pleafed. And by confe-
quence there was no fuch thing as a fundamental
îaw, by which the power of Parliament was bound
up : For no King and Parliament in any former
âge had a power over the prefent King and Par¬
liament ; otherwife the Government was not cn-

tire, nor abfolute, A father, how much foever
determined by nature to provide for his children,
yet had certainly a power of dffinheriting them,
without which, in- fome cafés, the refpedt due to
him could not be preferved. The life of the King
on the thro-ne was not fecure, unlefs this was ac-

knowledged. For if the next heir was a traiter,
and could not be feized on, the King wouid be ill
ferved in oppofition to him, if he could not bar
his fucceffion by an exclufion. Government was
appointed for thofe that were to be governed, and
not for the fake of Governors themfeives : There-
fore ail thfngs relating to it were to be meafured
by the publick intereft, and the fafety of the peo-
ple. In none of God's appointments in the Old
Te dament regard was had to the eldeit. Ifaac,
Jacob, Judah, Ephraim, and more particularly
SoLonaon, were preferred without any regard to the
next in line. In the feverai Kingdoms of Europe
the fucceffion went according to particular laws,
and not by any général law. In England, Spain
and Sweden, the heir général did fucceed : Where-
as it was only the heir maie in France and Ger-
many, And whereas the oath ol allegiance tied
us to the King and his heirs, the word heir was a
term that imported that perfon who by. law ought
to fucceed : And fo it fell by lawr to any perïbn

G 2 ' who
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1679. who was declared next in the fucceffion. In Eng-

iaiid the heir ot the King that reigned had been
fometimes fet afide, and the right of fucceffion
transferred to another perfon. Henry VII. fet up
his title on his poffeffing the Crown. Henry VIII.
got his two daughters, while they were by adts of
ParJiament illegitimated, put in the fucceffion :
And he had a power given him to devife it after
them, and their iffiue, at his pleafure. Queen
Elizabeth, when ffie was in danger from the prac-
tices of the Queen of Scots, got an A6t to pafs
afierting the power of the Parliament to limit the
fucceffion of the Crown. It was high treafon to
deny this during lier life, and was ftill highly pénal
to this dày. Ail this was laid dov/n in général,
to affert a power in the Parliament to exclude the
next heir, it. there was a juft caufe for it. Now,
as to the prefent cafe, the Popifh religion was fo
contrat y to the whole frame and conilitution of
our Government, as well as to that dignity inhé¬
rent in the Crown, of being the héad of the Church,
that a Papift feerned to be brought under a difa-
bility to hold the Crown. A gréât part of the
property of the Nat.on, the Abbey lands, was
ffiaken by the profpect of iuch a fucceffion. The
perbdy and the cruelty of that religion made the
danger more fenfible. Fires, and Courts of In-
quifition, were that which ail muft reckon for,
who would not redeem themfelves by an early and
zealous converfion. The Duke's own temper was
much inhlted on. It appeared by ail their letters,
how much the Papifts depended on him : And his
own deportment fhewed, there was good reafon
for it. He would break thro' ail limitations, and
cal! in a foreign power, rather than fubmit to them.
Some mercenary lawyers would give it for law,
that the prérogative could not be limited, and that
a law Iimitina; it was void of itfelf. Revendes foro

_ o

paft .incuries, when join'd to a bigotry in religion,
would be probably very violent.

2 • On
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On the other hand, fome argued againft the- \ 679.

Exclufion : That it was unlawtul in itfelf, and
againft the unalterable law of fucceffion ; (which
came to be the common phrafe.) Monarchy was
faid to be by divine right : So the law could not
alter what God had fettled. Yet few went at firft
fo high. Much weight was laid on the oath of
allegiance, that tied us to the King's heirs : And
whofo was the heir when any man took that oath,
was llili the heir to him. Ail lawyers had gréât
regard to fundamental laws. And it was a maxim
among onr lawyers, that even an A61 of Pariia-
ment againft Magna Charta was nuîl of itfelf.
There was no arguing from the changes in the courfe
of the Succelïion. Thefe had been the effecfts of
profperous rebellions. Nor from Henry VII.'s
reigning in the right of his Queen, and yet not
owning it to be fo. Nor was it ftrange, if in fa
violent a reign as Henry VIII.'s adfts were made in
préjudice of the right of blood. But tho' his
daughters were made baftards by two feveral a£ls,
yet it was notorious they were both born in a ftate
of marriage. And when unlawful marriages were
annulled, yet fuch ifîue as defcended from the m
boria fide ufed not to be illegitimated. But tho'
that King made a will purfuant to an a<£t of Par¬
lement, excluding the Scotifn line, yet fuch re¬
gard the Nation had to the next in blood, that,
without examining the will, the Scotifh line was
received. It is true, Queen Elizabeth, out of her
hatred to the Queen of Scots, got the famed aft
to pafs, that déclarés the Pariiament's power of
limiting the fucceffion. But fince that whole mat-
ter ended fo fatally, and was the grea.t blemiffi of
her reign, it was not reafonable to build much on
it. Thefe were the arguments of thofe, who
thought the Parliament had not the power to ehaft
an exclufion of the next heir : Gf which opinion
the Earl of Effiex was at this tune. Others did
not go on thefe grounds : But they faid, that tho'

G 3 a father
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1679. a father has indeed a power of difinheriting his fon,
—-y——'yet he ought never to exert it but upon ajuft and

neceffary occalîon. ït was not yet. legally certain,
that the Duke was a Papift. This was a condemn-
ing hirn unheârd. A man's confcience was not
even in his owm power. It feemed therefore to be
an unjuftifiable feverity, to eut off fo great a right
only for a point of opinion. It is true, it rnight
be reafonable to iecure the Nation from the ili '

cffe&s that opinion might have upon them, which
was fully done by the limitations. But it was un-
juft to carry it further. The Proteftants had charg-
ed the Church of Rome heavily for the League of
France, in order to the excluding the Houfe of
Bourbon from the fuccçfïion to the Crown of France,
becaufe ofherefy : And this would make the charge
return back upon ils, to our fhame. In the cale
ef infrney, or lunacy, guardians were affigned :
But tl e right was ftill in the true heir. A Popifh
Prince was confidered as in that ftate : And thefe
limitations were like the afligning him guardians.
The Crown had been for lèverai âges limited in
the power of raifing money -, to which it may be
fuppofed a high fpirited King did not eafily lub-
mit, and yet we had long maintained this : And
might it not be hoped, the limitations propofed
might be maintained in one reign ; chiefly con-
fidering the zeal and the number of thofe who
were concerned to fupport them ? Other Princes
might think themfelves obliged in honour and re¬
ligion to affife him, if he was quite excluded : And
it might be the cccafion of a new Popifh League,
that might be fatal to the whole Proteftant intéreft.<j»>

^

Whereas, if the limitations paft, other Princes
wouîd not fo probably enter into the laws and efta-
bîifhment fettied among us. It was faid, many
in the Nation thought the Exclufion unlawful :
But ail would jointly concur in the limitations :
So this was the fecureû; way, that comprehended
the greateft part of the Nation : And probably

5 Scotland
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Scôtland would not go into the Excîufion, but 1679.
merit at the Duke's hands by afièrting his title >
So here was a foundation of war round about us,
as well as of great diflrabtions among ourfelves :
Some regard was to be had to the King's honour,
who had fo often decîared, he would not confent
to an Excîufion ; but would to any limitations,
how hard loever.

Thefe were the chief arguments upon which this
debate was managed. For my own part, I did
ahvays look oxi it as a wild and extravagant con-
ceit, to deny the lawfulnefs of an Excîufion in any
cale whatfoever. But for a great whiie I thought
the accepting the limitations was the-wifeft and
beft method.. I faw the driving on the Excîufion
would. probably throw us into great confufions.
And therefore I made ufe of ail the crédit I had
witn many in both Houles, to divert them from
purfuing it, as they did, with fuch eagernefs, that
they would hearken to nothing elfe. Yet, when I
faw the party fo deeply engaged, and fo violently
fet upon it, both Tillotfon and I, who thought
we had fome intereft in Lord Hallifax, took great
pains on him, to divert him from oppofing it fo
furioufly as he did : For he became as it were the
champion againfl: the Excîufion. I forefaw a great
breach was like to follow. And that was plainly
the game of Popery, to keep us in fuch an un-
fettied ftate. This was like either to end in a ré¬

bellion, or in an abjedt fubmiffion of the Nation
to the humours of the Court. I confefs, that
which I apprehended moft was rébellion, tho' it
turned afterwards quite the other away. But men
of more experience, who had better advantages to
make a true judgment of the temper of the Na¬
tion, were miftaken as well as myfelf. Ail the
progrefs that was made in this matter in the pre-
îent Pariiament was, that the bili of Excîufion was
read twice in the Houfe of Commons. But the

G 4 Par-
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1679. Parliament was diffolved before ic came to a third

<ù«—v---' reading.
Danby's Xhe Earl of Danby's profecution was the point
tion^U~ on ^hich the Parliament was broken. The bill

of attainder for his wilful abfence was pais'd by
the Comnions, and fent up to the Lords, But,
when it was brought to the third reading, he de-
livered himfelf -, and was upon that fent to the
Tower : Upon which he moved for his trial, The
Hian of the law he depended m oit upon was Pol-
îexfen, an honeft, and learned, but perplexed law-
yer. Headvifedhim pofit-ively to ftand upon his
pardon. It was a point of prérogative never yet
judged againft the Crown : So he might in that
cafe dépend upon the fioufe of Lords, and on the
King's intereft there. It might perhaps produce
fome Act againft ail pardons for the future. But
he thought he was feCuredn his pardon. It was
both wifer, and more honourable, for the King,
as well as for himfelf, to ftand on this, than to
enter into the matter of thé letters, which would
occafion many indecent refiedions on both. So
he fettled on this, and pleaded his pardon at the
Lord's bar : To which thé Commons put in a re-
ply, queftioning the validity of the pardon, 011 the
grounds formerly mentioned. And they demand-
ed a trial and judgment.

Upon this a famous debate arofe, concerning
the Bifhops right of voting in any part of a trial
for treafon. It was faid, that, tho' the Bifhops
did not vote in the hnal judgment, yet they had
a right to vote in ail preliminaries. Now the al-
îowing, or not allowing the pardon to be good,
was but a preliminary : And yet the whole matter
was concluded by it. The Lôrds Nottingham and

: Roberts argued for the Biftiops voting. s But the
Lords Efîéx, Shaftfbury, and Plollis, were againft
it, Many books were writ on both fides, of which
an aeeount fhalf be giveh afterwards.e: But npon
this debate it was carried by the maiority, that the

Bifhopjs
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Bifhops had a right to vote. Upon.whiçh tbe 1679/
Gommons faid, they would not proceed, unlefs wvw
the Bifhops were obliged to withdraw during the
whole trial. And upon that breaçh between the
two Houfes the Parliament was prorogued : And
foon after it was diffolved. And the blâme of this
was caft chiefly on the Bilhops. The truth was,
they defired to have withdrawn, but the King
would not fuffer ir. He was fo let 011 maintain-
ing the pardon, that he would not venture fuch a
point on the votes of the temporal Lords. And
he told the.Bifhops, they muft itiçk to him, and
to his prérogative, as they would expçdf that he
fhould ftick to them, if they came to be pufh'd
at. By this means they were expofed to the po-
pular fury.

Hot people began every where to cenfure them, A great
as a fet of men thatfor their own ends, and fof heat raif-
.every pundlilio that they pretended to, would. ex-
pofe the Nation and the Proteftant Religion to (,y.
ruin. And in revenge for this many began to
déclaré openly in.ifavour of the Non conformifts :
And upon this the Non-conformiftsbehaved them-
felves very indecently, For, tho' many of the
more moderate of the Clergy were trying if an
aclvantage might be take.n from the ill llate
we were in to heal thofe breaches that were

among us, they on their part fell very feverely
upon the body of the Clergy. The aét that re-
.ihrained the prefs was to laft only to the end of the
firft fefllon of the next Parliament that fhould meet

after that was diffolved. So now, upon the end
of the feffion, the a61 not being revived, the prefs
was open : And it became very licentious, both
againfl the Court and the Clergy. And in this
the Non-conformifts had fo great a hand, that
the Bifhops and Clergy, apprehending that a ré¬
bellion, and wi-th it the pulling the Church to
pièces, was deftgned, fet themfeives on the other
hand to write againft the late times, and to draw

a pa-
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1679. a parallel between the prefent times and them :

Which was not decently enough managed by thofe y

who undertook the argument, arnd who were be-
iieved to be fet on, and paid by the Court for it.

Theocca-The chief manager of- ail thoie angry writings
fions that was one Sir Roger L'Efcrange, a min who had
fomented jjVed in ail the late times, and was furnifhed with
tiiat hrat.

many pa0agCS} and an unexhaufted copioufnefs In
writing : So that for four years he publifhed threer
or four Iheets a week under the titie of the Ob-
fervator, ail tending to.defame the contrary party,
and to make the Clergy apprehend that their ruin
was deilgned. This had ail the fuccefs he could
have wilhed, as it drew confïderable fums that
were raifed to acknowledge the fervice he did.
Uporj this the greater part of the Clergy, who
Were already much prejudiced againfi that party,
being now both ihar'pned and furnifhed by thefe
papers, délivered thernfelves up to much heat and
indiferetion, which was vented both in their pùl-
pits and common converfation, and moi! particu-
larly, ât the élections of parliament men : And
this drew much hatred and cenfure upon them.
They feemed now to lay down ail fears and ap¬
préhendons of Pdpèry : And nothing was fo com¬
mon in their mouths as the year forty one, in which
thé late wars begun, and which feemed now to be
near the being abted over again. Both City and
Coùntry were ftili of many indecencies that broke
out on this occafion. But, as there were too many
of the Clergy whom the heat of their tempers, and
thè hope ôf préferment drove to lueh extravagan-
cies, lo there wëre flill many WôTthy and eminent
rnëh among them, whôfe lives and labours did m
a great meafure refeue the Church from thofe re-
proaches that the follies of othérs drew upon it.
Stich were, befides thofe whom I have often nam-
èd.j Tennifon, Sharp, Patrick, Sherlock,.Fowler,
Scôt, Cakmy, Claget, Cudworth, twô Mores,
Williams, and many others3 whom tho5 1 knew
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not fo particularly as to give ail their Charadters, 1679.
yet they deierved a high one ; and were indeed an
honour, botfo. to the Church, and to the âge in
which they lived. .v

I ret-ufn from this digreihon to give an account .Argu-
of the arguments by which that debate concern- mènes for
ing the Bithops voting in preliminaries was main- .and. ,

taihed. It was faid, the Bifhops were one oi Three Ui®
Eftates of which the Pariiament was compoied, voting in
and that- the refore they ought to have a ihare in the preli-
all parliamentary matters : That as the temporal miRaries

1 • • • in triais
Lords tranfmitted their honours and fees to their 0ftl.eaf0ru
heirs,. fo the Bifhops did tranfmit theirs to their
fuçcelîprs : And they fat in Pariiament, both as
they were the Frelates of the Church and Barons
of the Realm : But in the time of Popery, when
they had a mind to withdraw themfeives wholly
from the King's Courts, and refolved to form
themfeives into a ftate apart, upon this attempt
of theirs, our Kings would not difpenfe with their
attendance : And then feveral régulations were
made, chiefly the famed ones at Clarendon ; not
fo much intended as reftraints on them in the ufe
of their rights as they were Barons:, as obligations
on them to perforai ail, but thofe that in compli-
ance with their defnes were then excepted : The
Clergy, who had a mind to be exeufed from ail
parliamentary attendance, obtained leave to with¬
draw in judgments of life and death, as unbecom-
ing their profeffion and contrary to their,Canons.
Princes were the more inclinable to this, becaufe
Bifhops might be more apt to lean to the merciful
fide : And the judgments of Pariiament in that time
were commonly in favour of the Crown againft
the Barons : So the Bifhops had leave given them
to withdraw from thefe : But they had a right to
name a proxy for the Clergy, or to proteft for
faving their rights in ail other points as Peers : So
that this was rather a conceffion in their favour
than a reftraint impofed on thetn : And they did
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it on defign to get out of thefe Courts as much as
they could : At the Reformation ail fuch praftices
as were contrary to the King's prérogative were
condemned : So it was faid, that the King having
a right by his prérogative to demand juftice in
Parliament againft fuch as he fhould accufe there,
none of the Peers could be excufed from that by
any of the conftitutions made in the time ôf Po-
pery, which were ail condemned at the Reforma¬
tion : The proteftation they made in their afking
leave to withdraw Ihewed it was a voluntary ad:
of theirs, and not impofed on them by the law of
Parliament : The words of the article of Claren-
don feemed to import, that they might lit during
the trial, till it came to the final judgment and
fentence of life or limb ; and by confequence that
they might vote in the preliminaries.

On the other hand it was argued, that Bilhops
could notjudge the temporal Lords as their Peers :
For if they were to be tried for high treafon, they
were to be judged only by a jury of Commoners :
And fince their honour was not hereditary, they
could not be the Peers of thofe whofe blood was

dignified : And therefore, tho5 they were a part
of that Houfe with relation to the legiflature and
judicature, yet the différence between a perfonal
and hereditary Peerage made that they could not
be the judges of the temporal Lords, as not being
to be tried by them : The cuftom of Parliament
was the law of Parliament : And fince they had
never judged in thefe cafés, they could not pre *
tend to it : Their proteftation w;as only in barr to
the Lords doing any thing belides the trial dur¬
ing the time that they were withdrawn : The
words of the article of Clarendon muft relate to

the whole trial as one complicated thing, tho5 it
might run out i'nto many branches: And fince
the final fentence did often turn upon the prelimi¬
naries, the voting in thefe was • upon the matter
the voting in the final fentence : Whatever might
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be the fïrft inducements to frame thofe articles of 1679.
the Clergy, which at this diftance muft be dark
and uncertain, yet the laws and pradice purfuant
to them were ftill in force : By the ad of Henry
the eighth it was provided, that, till a new body of
canon law fhould be formed, that which was then
received fhould be ftill in force, unlefs it was con-
trary to the King's prérogative or the law of the
land : And it was a remote and forced inference
to prétend that the prérogative was concerned in
this matter.

Thus the point was argued on both fides. Dr. Stillîng-
Stillingfleet gave upon this occafion a great proof fleeuyrote
of his being able to make himfelf the mafter of °g^ls
any argument which he undertook : For after the
lawyers, and others converfant in Parliament re¬
cords, in particular the Lord Hollis, who under¬
took the argument with great vehemence, had writ '
many books about it, he publiftied a treatife that
difcovered more fkill and exadnefs in judging
thofe matters than ail that had gone before him.
And indeed he put an end to the controverfy in
the opinion of ail impartial men. He proved the
right that the Bifftops had to vote in thofe preli-
minaries, beyond contradidion in my opinion, both
from our records, and from our conftitution. But
now in the interval of Parliament other matters

corne to be related.
The King upon the prorogation of the Parlia- The trial

ment became fullen and thoughtful : He faw, he °f
had to do with a ftrange fort of people, that could Jefuus*
neither be managed nor frightned : And from that
time his temper was obferved to change very vifi-
bly. He faw the neceffity of calling another Par¬
liament, and of preparing matters in order to it :
Therefore the profecution of the plot was ftill car-
ried on. So five of the Jefuits that had been ac-
cufed of it were brought to their trial : They
were Whitebread their Provincial, Fenwick, Har-
court, Govan, and Turnjer. Oates repeated againft

them
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.1679. them his former evidence : And they prepared a

v—J great defence againft it : For ftxteen perfons came
over from their Houle at St. Omers, who teftified
that Oates had ftaid among them ail the while from
December ièventy feven, till June feventy eight ;
fo that he could not poffibly be at London in the
April between at thofe confultâtions, as he had
fworn. They remembred this the more particu-
larly, becaufe he fat at the table by himfelf in the
refeétory, which made his being there to be the
more obferved for as he was not mixed with the
fcholars, fo neither was he admitted to the jefuits
table. They faid, he was among them every day,
except one or two in which he was in the infirmary :
They aifo teftified, that fome of thofe ' who he
Fwore came over with him into England in April,
had ftaid ail that fummer in Flanders. In oppo-
fition to this, Oates had found out feven or eight
perfons who depofed that they faw him in England
about the beginning of May -, and that he being
known formerly to them in a Clergyman's habit,
they had obferved him fo much the more by rea-
fon of that change of habit. With one of thefe
he dined ; and he ftad much difcourfe with him
about his travels. An old Dominican Frier, who
was ftill of that Church and Qrder, fwore alfo
that he faw him, and fpoke frequently with him
at that time : By this the crédit of the St. Omers
fcholars was quite bkfted. There was no reafon
to miftruft thofe who had no intereft in the matter,
and fwore that they faw Oates about that time -,
whereas the evidence given by fcholars bred in the
Jefuits collège, when it was to fave fome of their
Order, was liable to a very juft fufpicion. Bed-
low now fwore againft them ail, not upon hearfay
as before, but on his own knowledge ; and no
regard was had to his former Oath mentioned in
Ireland's trial. Dugdale did likewife fwear againft
fome of them : One part of his evidence feemed
icarce crédible. He fwore, that Whitebread did

ïn
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in a letter that was diredted to himfelf, tho' intend- 1679.
ed for F. Evers, and that came to him by the com- v-~-
mon poft, and was figned by Whitebread, defire
him to find out men proper to be made ufe of in
killing the King, of what quality foever they might
be. This did not look iike the cunning of Jefuits
in an âge, in whieh ail people made ufe either of
cyphers, or of fome difguifed cant. But the over-
throwing the St. Omers evidence was now fuch an
additional load on the Jefuits, that the jury came
quickly to a verdiét ; and they were condemned.
At their exécution they did with the greateft fo-
lemnity, and the deepeft imprécations poffible, de-
ny the whole evidence upon which they were con¬
demned : And protefted, that they held no opini¬
ons either of the lawfulnefs of affafîinating Princes,
or of the Pope's power of depoling them, and that
they counted ail equivocation odious and finful.
Ail their fpeeches were very fu.ll of thefe heads.
Govan's was mueh laboured, and too rhetoricaî.
A very zealous Proteftant, that went oft to fee
them in prifon, told me, that they behavedthem-
felves with great decency, and with ail the ap-
pearances both of innocence and dévotion.

Langhorn, the lawyer, was tried next : He Lang-
made ufe of the St. Omers fcholars : But their horn's
evidence feemed to be fo baffled, that it ferved him 1 mu
in no ftead. He infifted next on fome contradicti¬
ons in the feveral depofitions that Oates had given
at feveral trials : But he had no other evidence of
that befides the printed trials, which was no proof
in law. The Judges faid upon this, (that which
is perhaps goocl in law, but yet does not fatisfy a
man's mind,) that great différence was to be made
between a narrative upon oath, and an evidence
given in Court. If a man was falfe in any one oath,
there feemed to be juft reafon to fet him afide, as
no good witnefs. Langhorn likewife urged this,
that it was fix weeks after Oates's firft difcovery
beforç he named him: Whereas, if the commiffî-

ons
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1679. ons had been lodged with him, he ought to have

been feized on and fearched firft of ail. Bedlow

fwore, he faw him enter fome of Coleman's trea-
fonable letters in a regifter, in which exprefs men¬
tion was made of killing the King. He fhewed
the improbability of this, that a man of his buli-
nefs coùld be fet to regifter letters. Yet ail was of
no ufe to him ; for he was caft. Great pains was
taken to perfuade him to difcover ail he knew ;
and his exécution was delayed for fome weeks, in
hopes that fomewhat might be drawn frôm him.
He offered a difcovery of the eftates and ftock that
the Jefuits had in England, the fecret of which
was lodged with him : But he protefted, that he
couid maki no other difcovery; and perfifted in
this to his death. He fpent the time, in which

And his exécution was refpited, in writing fome very -
deati». devout and well compofed méditations. He was

in ail refpefts a very extraordinary man : He was
learned, and honeft in his Profeftion ; but was ont
of meafure bigotted in his religion. He died with
great conftancy.

Thefe exécutions, with the déniais of ail that
fuffered, made great impreffions on many. Seve-
ral books were writ, to fhew that lying for a good
end was not only thought lawful among them, but
had been often pracftifed, particularly by fome of
thofe who died for the gunpowder treafon, denying
thofe very things which were afterwards not only
fully proved, but confelfed by the perfons con-
cerned in them : Yet the behaviour, and laft words,
of thofe who fuffered made impreffions which no
books could carry off.

Some months after this one Serjeant, a fecular
Prieft, who had been always in ill terms with the
Jefuits, and was a zealous Papift in his own way,
appeared before the Council upon fecurity given
him -, and he averred, that Govan, the Jefuit,
who died protefting he had never thought it law¬
ful to murder Kings, but had always detefted it,

had
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hàd at his laft beipg i;n Flanders.ûûd fo a very de- 1679.
vont, perfon, From whom Serjeant had jf» ijfet he
thougnt the Queen migiit ia^fully take away the
King's life for tjhe -injuries he haçj. dpne her, but
much more becauie lie was a heretit 7,. Upon that;
Serjeant run put into many particoiars, co. £hew
how little crédit s .vas due to the proteitatioos made
by Jefuits even at their death. This gave ipme
crédit to the tenderefi part of Gates's evidence wirli
relation to the Queen. It fhewed,. that the trying
to do it by her means hàd been thought ol by theni.
AU this was opjy evidence from fécond hand ; So
it ligniiied little. Serjeant was much. blam.cd for
it by ail his own fide. He had rhç réputation
of a fincere and good, but of an. indifcreet, man.
The exécutions were- generally imputed. to Lord
Shaftfbury, who drove them on in h opes that fonie
one or other to have faved himfelf would haye ac-
culed -the Duke. But by t'hele the crédit of the
witnelfes, and of the whole plot, was finking apace.
The building fo much, and fhedding fo much
blopd, upon the weakeil part of it, which was the
crédit of the witnefTes, raifed a général préjudice
againft it ail; and topk away the force of that,
which was certainly true, that the whole party h ad
been contriving a change of religion by a foreign
affiftance, fo that it made not impreffion enough,
but went ofr too faft. It was iike the letting blood,
(as one obferved) which abates a fever. Every
exécution, like a new bleeding, abated the heat
that the Nation was in j and threw us into a cold
deadnefs, which was like to prove fatal to us.

Wakeman's trial came on next.. Oates fwore, wake-
he fàw him Write' a bill to Alliby the Jefuit, hy mar.'s
which he knew his hand : And he faw another jet- triai*
ter of his writ in t:he famé hang, in which he di-
rected Alhby, who' was then going ta the Bath, to
ufe a mrîk diet, and .to be pump'd at the BatH ;
and that in that lettcr he mentipped jiis zeal in the
defign of kiliing the King. He next repeated ail

Vol. IL El 5 " ' 'the
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ï&jg. t'he ftory he had fworn againft the Queen : Whicb-

•b^-v^he brought /only to make it probable that Wake-'
bran, who was her phyfician, was in it. To ail
this'Wakeman objetfted, that at firft Oates accufed
him only ùpon hearfay : And did folemnly proteft
hejknew nothing againft him : Which Vas fuily
rn'ade ont. So he faid, ail that Oates now fwore
againft him muft be a forgery not thought of at
that time. He aifo proved by his own fervant,
and by the apothecary at. the Rath, that Afhby's
paper was pot writ, but only didtated by him : For
he happened to be very weary when he came for it,
and his man wrote it ont : And that of the milk
diet was a plain indication of an ill laid forgeryj
fince it was known that nothing was held more in-
confiftent with the Bath water tftan milk. Red-
low fwore againft him, that he faw him' receive â
bill of 20001. from Harcourt in part of a greatet
fum ; and that Wakeman told him afterwards that
he had received the money ; and that Harcourt
told him for what end it wàs given, for they in-
tended the King fhould be killed, either by thoffe
they fent to Windfor, or byWakeman's means :
ÀM, if ail other ways failed, they would take him
off at Newmark'et. Bedlow in the firft giving hïs
evidence depofed, that this was faid by Harcourt

'when Wakeman was gone out of the room. But
obferving,- by the qiieftions that weré put him,
that this would not affedt Wakeman, he fwore af¬
terwards,1: that he faid it likewife in his hearing.
Wakeman had nothing to fet againft ail this, but
that it feemed impoftible that he could truft himfelf
in fuch matters to fuch a perfon : And if Oates
was fet afide, he was but one witnefs. Three othër
Benedidlin Priefts were tried with Wakeman.
Oates fwore, that they were in the plot of killing
the King ; that one of them, beihg their Superior,

* had engaged tô give 6000 1. towards thé carrying
it on. Bedlow fwore fomewhat circumftantial to

the famé purpofeâgainft two of them; But that
4 - •• N « ■ did
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did not rife up to be treafon ; And he had nothing 1679.
to charge the third with. Theyproved, that ano-
thér perfon had been their Superior for feveral
yeârs -, and that Oates was never once luffered to
come within their houfe, which ail their fermants
depofed. And they alfo proved, that when Oates
came into their houfe the night after ne made ms.
difcovery, and took Pickering out of his bed, and
faw them, he laid, he had nothing to lay to their
charge, They urged many other things to delhroy
the crédit of the witneffes : And one of them made
a long déclamation, in a high bombaft {train, to
Ihew what crédit was due to the fpeeches of dying
mem The éloquence was fo forced and childilh,
that this did them more huit than good. Scroggs
fummed up the evidence very favoiirably for the
prifoners, far contrary to his former praétice. The
truth is, that this was looked on, as the Queen's
trial, as well as Wakeman's. The prifoners wereHewas
acquitted : And now thé witnefies faw they were acquitted.
blafted. And they were enraged upon it j which
they vented with much fpite upon Scroggs. And
there was in him matter enough to work on for
lu eh foui mouthed people as they were. The
Queen got a man of great Quality to be fent over
Ambaffador from Portugal, not knowing how
tnuch fhe might ftand in need of fuch a protedion.
Pie went next day with great ftate tothank Scroggs.
for his behaviour in this trial. If he meant well
in this compîem,ent, it was very unadvifediy done :•
For the Chief Juftice Was expofed to much cen-
fure by it. And therefore fome thought it was a
ihew of civility done on defign to ruirt him. For,
how well pleafed loever the Papifts were with the
fuccefs of this trial, and with ScrosgS's manage¬
ment, yet they could not be fuppofed to be fo fa-
tisfied with him, as to forgive his behaviour in the
former trials, which had been very indecently par¬
tial and violent.

H 2 It
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1679. It was now debated in Council whether the Par-

», v-y liaraent, now proroguèd, fhould be diffolved, or
Debates not. The King prevailed on the Lords of Effex

^nd Haliifax to be for a diffolution, promifing to
the Par- another Parliament next winter. Almoft ail
fiament. the new Counfellors were againfb the diffolution.

They faid, the Crown had never gained any thing
by diffolving a Parliament in anger : The famé
men would probably be chofen again, while ail that
were thought favourable to the Court would be
blafted, and for the moft part fet afide. The new
men thus chofen, being fretted by a diffolution, and
put to the charge and trouble of a new ele&ion,
they thought the next Parliament would be more
eneafy to the King than this if continued. Lord
Éffex and Hallifax on the other hand argued, that
fince the King was fixed in his refolutions, both
with relation to the Exclufion and to the Lord Dan-
bv's pardon, his Parliament had engaged fo far in
both thefe, that they could not think that thefe
would be iet fali : "Whereas a new Parliament, tho*
compofed of the famé members, not being yet en-
g.aged, might be perfuaded to take other methods.
The King followed this ad vice, which he had di-
reâ;ed himfelf : Jwb or three days after, Lord
Hallifax was made an Earl, which was called the
reward of his good counfel. And now the hatred
between the Earl of Shaftlbury and him broke out
into many violent and indecent inftances. On
Lord Shaftibury's fide more anger appeared, and
more contempt on Lord Hallifax's. Lord Effex
was a fofter rnan, and bore the cenfure of the party
more mild'ly : He faw how he was cried out on for
his laft ad vice : B ut as he was not apt to be much
heated, fo. ail he faid to me upon it was, that he
knew he was on a good bottom, and that good in¬
tentions would difcover themielves, and be jufti-
fied by ail in conclufion.

The a F- I now put a ftop in the fu'rthef relation of affairs
fais-of in England, to give an account of what palt in
&otUlKl- "" "2 Scotland,
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Scotland. The party againft Duke Lauderdale 1679.
had loft ail hopes, feeing how affairs were carried -v—
in the lait convention of Eftates : But they began
to take heart upon this great turn in England.
The Duke was fent away, and the Lord Danby
was in the Tower, who were that Duke's chief
fupports : And when the new council was fettled,
Duke Hamilton and many others were encouraged
to corne up and accufe him. The truth was, the
King found his memory was failing him ; and fo
he refolved to let him fall gently, and bring ail
Scotch affairs into the Duke of Monmouth's
hands. The Scotch Lords were defired, not only
by the King, but by the new Minifters, to put the
heads of their charge againft Duke Lauderdale in
writing -, and the King promifed to hear lawyers
on both fides, and that the Earls of Effex and
Hallifax fhould be prefent at the hearing. Mac-
kenzie was fent for, being the King's advocate,
to defend the adminiftration ; and Lockhart and
Cunningham were to argue againft it. The laft
of thefe had not indeed Lockhart's quicknefs, nor
his talent in fpeaking -, but he was a learned and
judicious man, and had the moft univerfal, and
indeed the moft deferved réputation for integrity
and virtue of any man, not only of his own pro-
feffion, but of the whole Nation. The hearing
came on as was promifed : and it was made out

beyond the poffibility of an anfwer, that the giving
commiffions to an Army to live on free Quârters in
a quiet time was againft the whole conftitution, as
well as the exprefs laws of that Kingdom -, and that
it was never done but in an enemy's country, or to
fupprefs a rébellion : They Ihewed likewife, how
unjuft and illégal ail the other parts of his admi¬
niftration were. The Earls of Effex and Hallifax
told me every thing was made out fully -, Macken-
zie having nothing to ftielter himfelf in, but that
flourifh in the act againft fïeld Conventicles, in
which they were called the rendezvous of rébellion ;

H 3 from
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1679. from which he inferred, that the country where

thefe had been fréquent was in a ftate of rébellion.
Kings naturally love tq hear prérogative magnih-
ed : Yet on this occafiqn the King had nothing tq
fay in derençe of the adminiftration. But when
May, the mafter of the privy purfe, afked him in
his familiar way vyhat he thought now of his Lau-
derdalc, he anfwered, as May hinifelf told me,
that tqey had objecled many damned things that
he had done againft them, but there waa nothing
objeéted that was againlt his lervice, Such are the
notions that many Kings drink in, by which they
fet up an intereft for themfelves in oppofition tq
the intereft qf the people ■ And as loon as the
.people obferve that, which they will do fooner or
dater, then they will naturally mind their own in^
terell, and fet it up as much in oppofition to the
Prince : And in this conteft the people will grow
aly/ays too hard for the Prince, unlefs he is able tq
fubdue and govern them by an armyl The Duke
of Mqnmquth was beginning to fo.rm a fcheme of a
miniitry : But now the govern ment in Scotland
was fo remifs, that the people apprehended they
might run into ail fort qf confulion. They fteard
that Engîand was in fuch diftradtiqns that they
needed fear no force from thence. Duke Lauder-
dale's party was lofingheart, and were fearingfuch
a new model there as was fet up here in England.
Ail this fet thofe mad people that had run about
with the neld Conventicles into a frenzy : They
drew together in great bodies : Sqme parties of the
troops came to çlifperfe them, but found them
both fq refolute and fo ftrong, tha.t they did nqt
think fit to engage them : Sometimes they fired oq
qne another, and fome were killed of both fides.

The WfLen a party of fiirious men were riding thro*
Archb;- ^ moor near St. Andrews, they faw the Archbi-
Andrews ' coachx appear ; Pie was coming from acoun-
25 mur- fii 3ay, and was driving home : He had fent fome
4ered. qf fps fçrvanE home beforç him, to let them know
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he was coming, and others hehad fen-t off on com- 1672.
plements ; fo tliat there was no horicmen about the yvy
coach. They feeing this concludcd, according to
their frantiçk enthufiaftick notions, that God had
now delîvered up their greateft enemy into their
hands : Seven of them îpade up to the coach,
while the reft were as fcouts riding ail about the
moor. One of them fired a piftoi at him, which
burnt his coat and gown, but did not go into hi$
body : Upon this they fancied he had a magical fe-
cret to fecure him againft a Ihot-, and they drew
him out of his coach, and murdered him barba -

rourly, repeating their ftrokes till they were fure lie
was quite dead : And fo they got cléar off, no bo¬
dy happening to go crofs the moor ail the while.
This was the difmal end of that unhappy rnan : k
ftruck ail people with horror, and foftned his ener
mies into fome tendernefs : So that his memory
was treated with decency by thofe who had very
little refpedl for him during his life.

A week after that, there was a great ffeld Con- A rebel-
venticle held within ten miles of Glafgow : A body ^
of the guards engaged with them, and they madh ^
iuch vigorous refiftance, that the guards having
loft thirty of their number were forced to run for
it ; So the Conventicle formed itfelf into a body
and marched to Glafgow : The perfon that led them
had been bred by mç, while I lived at Glafgow:-,
,being the younger fon of Sir Tho. Hamilton that
had married my fiffer, but by a former wife : lie
was then a lively hopeful young man ; But getting
into that compapy, and into their notions, he be-
came a crack-brained enthufiaft. Duke Lauder-
dale and his party publifhed every where that this
rébellion was headed by a nephew of mine, whom
I had prepared for fuch a work while he was in my
hands : Their numbers were fo magnified, that a
company or two which lay at Glafgow retired in ad
hafte, and left the town to them, tho* they were
then not above four or five hundred ^ and thefe

IT 4 were
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iêfo. were fo ilLafmed, and fo ïll commanded, that a

troop of hoffe could hâve eafîly clilperfed them;
Thé Council àt Edinburgh' fëfit the Earl of Lin-
lithgow agaidft them witK a thoufand foot, tvvo
himdred hbrfes and two hundred drageons : A
force much grester thari was ne cefia r y for making
head againft fuch a rabblè. He marched till he
came wi'thin ten'miles of them ; and the'n he pre-
tended he had intelligence that they were above
eight thoufand ftrong ; fo he marched back ; for
he faid, it was the venturing the whole force the
King had upon too great aninequality : He could
île ver prove that he had any fuch intelligence :
Some imputed this to his fear : Others thought,
■that béing much engaged with Duke Lauderdale,
-he did this on purpofè to give them time to en-
creafe their ntimbers : And thought their madnefs
Yvouid be the beft juftihcation of ail the violences
that had been committed in Duke Lauderdale-s
adminiftration. Thus the country was left in their
Lands : And if there had been any defigns or pré¬
parations made formeriy for a rébellion, now they
had time enough to run together and to form them-
felves 1; But it appeared that there had béen no fuch
defigns, by this, that none came into it but thofe
defperate intercommoned men, who were as it
-were huntêd from their houfes into'ail thofe extra¬

vagances that men may fall in, who w'ander about
inflaming ode another, and are heated in it with
falfe notions of Religion. • The rebels having the
country left to their diferetion fancied that their
numbers would quickly encreafe : And they fet out
a fort of manifefto, complaining of the oppreffions
they lay linder, afferting thé obligation of the co-
venant : Andthey conciuded it with the demand
of a free Parliament. When the news ofthis came

to Court, Duke Lauderdale faid, it was the effect
of the encouragement that they had from the King's
hearkning to-their complaints : Whereas ail indif¬

fèrent



of King Charles IL 10^
ferent men thought it was rather to be imputed to 1679.
his infolence and tyranny. v>^

The King refôived to iofe no time : So he fent Mon-
the Duke of Monmouth down poft, with fuil pow-
ers to coramand in chief : And directions were fent tofup- '
to fome troops that lay in the north of Engfend to prefs it.
be ready to march npon his orders. Duke Lau-
derdale apprehended that thpfe in arms would pre-
fently fubmit to the Duke of Monmouth, if there
was but time given for proper inftruments to go
among them, and that then they would prétend
they h ad been forced into that rifing by the vio¬
lence of the government : So he got the King to
fend pofitive orders after him, that he fliould not
treat with them, but fall on them immediately :
Yet he marched fo flowly that they had time enough
given them to difpofe them to a fubmiffion. They
hxed at Hamilton, near which there is a bridge
on Ciide, which it was believed they intended to
defend ; but they took no care of it. They fent
fome to treat with the Duke of Monmouth : He
anfwered, that if they would fubmit to the King's
mercy, and lay down their arms, he would inter;
pofe for their pardon, but that he would not treat
with them as long as they were in arms : And
fome were beginning to prefs their rendring them-
felves at difcretion : They had neither the grâce
to fubmit, nor the fenfe to march away, nor the
Courage to fight it out : But fuffered the Duke of
Monmouth to make himfelf mafter of the bridge.
They were then four thoufand men : But few of
them were well armed : If they had charged thofe They
that came firit over the bridge, they might have Jvere )'00ri
had fome advantage : But they looked on like men )10Ken*
that had loft both fenfe and courage : And npon
the firft charge they threw down their arms and
ran away : There were between two or three 'huri-
dred killed, and twelve hundred taken prifoners ;
The Duke of Monmouth ftopt the exécution that
his men were making as foon as he could, and

faved
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5679. faved the priloners"; for fome moved, that they
w-v-so ftiould be ail killed upon the fpot. Yet this was

afterwards objeéted to him as a negled of the
King's fervice, and as a courting the people : The
IXike of York talked of it in that ftrain : And the
King himfelf faid to him, that if he had been there
they fliould not have had the trouble of prifoners :
He anfwered, he could not kill men in cold blood ;

that was work only for butchers. Duke Lauder-
dale's créatures prelfed the keeping the army fome
time in that Country, on defign to have eat it up :
But the Duke of Monmouth fent home the Militia,
and put the troops under difcipline : So that ail
that Country was fenfible, that he had preferved
them from ruin : The very fanatical party confeffed
that he treated them as gently as poffibie, confir
dering their madnefs : He came back to Court
as foon as he had fettled matters, and moved
the King to grant an indemnity for what was
paft, and a liberty to hold meetings under the
King's licenfe or çonnivance : He Ihewed the
King that ail this madnefs of field Conventicles
fiowed only from the feverity againft thofe that
were held within doors. Duke Lauderdale" drew
the indemnity in fuch a manner that it carried in
fome claufes of it a full pardon to himfelf and ail
his party ; but he clogged it muçh with relation to
thofe for whom it was granted. Ali Gentlemen,
Preachers and Offîcers were excepted out of it j fo
that the favour of it was much limited. Two of their
Preachers were hanged, but the other priloners
were let go upon their figning a bond for keeping
the peace : Two hundred of them were fent to Vir¬
ginia, but they were ail caft away at fea. Thqs
ended this tumultuary rébellion, which went by
the name of Bothwell-Bridge, where the adion
was. The King foon âfte.r fent down orders fox
allpwing meeting houfes : ..But the Duke of Mon-
tnouth's intereft funk fo foop afçer this, that thefe
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were fcarce ppened when they were Ifylt up again : 1679.
Their enemies faid, this looked like a rewarding —v"—'
them for their rébellion.

An accident happened foon after this that put The King
the whole Nation in a fright, and produced very
great effeéls : The King was taken ill at Windfor
of an intermitting fever : The fits were fo longcomest®
and fo fevere, that the phyficians apprehended he Court,
was in danger : Upon which he ordered the Duke
to be fent for, but very fecretîy j for it was com-
municated tp none but to the Earls of Sunderlançl,
Efiex and Hallifax. The Duke made ail polïible
hafte, and came ip difgujfe thro5 Calais, as the
quicker palfage ; But the danger was over before
he came : The fits did not return after the King
took Quinquina, called in England the Jefuits
powder : As he recovered it was moved, that the
Duke fhould be again fent beyond fea : He had
no mind to it : But when the King was pofitive in
it, he moved that the Duke of Monmouth fhould
be put out of ail command, and likewife fent be¬
yond feg,. The Duke of Monmouth's friends ad-3
vifed him to agree to this ; for he might dépend
on it, çhat as foon as the Parliament met an ad-
drefs would be made to the King for bringing him
baek, fince his being thus divefted of nis commif-
fions, and fent away at the Duke's defire, would
faife his interefl: in the Nation.

At this time the party that began to be rpade Themany
for the Duke of York were endeavouring to blow
matters up into a flame every where : Of which t0 raife
the Tari of Effex gave me the followlng inftance, jcaloufy.
by which it was eafy to judge what fort of intelli¬
gence they were apt to give, and how they were
polfeffing the King and his minifters with ill
grounded fears : He came once to London on
fome treafury bufinefs the day before the common
Hall was to meet in the City : So the fpies that
>vere employed to bring news from ail corners
came to him, and afiured him that it was refolved

next
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1679. next day to make ufe of the noife of that meet-

irig, and to feize on the Tower, and do allfuch
things as could be managed by a popular fury,
The advertifements came to him from fo many
hands, that he was inclined to beheve there was
fomewhat in it : Some prefted him to fend foldiers
into the Tower and to the other parts of the City.
He would not take the alarm fo hot, but he fent
to the Lieutenant of the Tower to be on his guard :
And he ordered fome companïes to be drawn up
in Covent-Garden and in Lincolns-Inn-Fields :

And he had two hundred men ready, and barges
prepared to carry theirt to the Tower, if there
ftiould have been the leaft Ihadow of tumult : But
he would not feem to fear a diforder too much, left
perhaps that might have produced one : Yet after
ail the affrightning ftories that had been brought
him, the next day paft over very calmly, it not
appearing by the leaft circumftance that any thing
was defigned, befides the bufinefs for which the
common Hall was fummoned. He often reflect-
ed on this matter : Thofe mercenary fpies are very
officious, that they may deferve their pay -, and
they fhape their ftory to the tempers of thofe
whom they ferve : And to fuch créatures, and to
their falfe intelligence, I imputed a great deal of
the jealoufy that I found the King pofîefîèd with.
Both the Dukes went now beyond îea : And that
enmity which was more fecret before, and was
covered with a Court civility', did now break but
op-en and barefaced. But it feemed that the Duke of
York had prevailed with the King not to call the
Parliament that winter, in hope that the heat the
Nation was in would with the help of fome time
grow cooler, and that the party that began now
to déclaré more openly for the right of fuccef-
fion would gain ground. There was alfo a pre-
tended difcovery now ready to break out, which
the Duke might be made believe would carry off
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the plot from the Papills, and caft it en the con~ 1679.
trary party.

Dangerfield, a jfubtil and dexterous man, who A pre-
had gone thro' ail the fhapes and pra&ices of ro- tended
guery, and in particular was a falfe coiner, under-
took now to coin a plot for the ends of the Papifts. caned the
He was in jayl for debt, and was in an ill intrigue Meal-tub
with one Cellier a Popilh midwife, who had a PIot*
great fhare of wit, and was abandoned to lewd-
nefs. She got him to be brought out of prifon,
and carried him to the Countefs of Powis, a zea-
lous managing Papift. Pie, after he had laid
matters with her, as will afterwards appear, got
into ail companies, and mixed with the hotteft
men of the Town, and ftudied to engage others
with himfelf to fwear, that they had been invitéd
to accept of commiffions, and that a new form of
government was to be fet up, and that the King
and the Royal Family were to be fent away. He
was carried with this ftory firft to the Duke, and
then to the King, and had a weekly allowance of
money, and was very kindly ufed by many of that
fide; fo that a whifper run about Town, that
fome extraordinary thing would quickly break out :
And he having fome correfpondence with one
Colonel Manfel, he made up a bundle of feditious
but ill contrived letters, and laid them in a dark
corner of his room : And then fome fearchers were

fent from the Cuftom-Houfe to look for fome for-
bidden goods, which they heard were in Manfers
chamber. There were no goods found : But as
it was laid they found that bundlè of letters : And
upon that a great noife was made of a difeovery :
But upon enquiry it appeared the letters was coun-
terfeited, and the forger of them was fufpe&ed ;
fo they iearched into ail Dangerlield's haunts, and
in one of them they found a paper that contained
the fcheme of this whole lîdtion, which becaufe it
was found in a Meal-tub, came to be called the
Meal-tub plot. Dangerfidd. was. upon that clapt
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1679. uPî and he foon after confeffed how the whoîé

matter was laid and managed : In which it is very
probable he mixed much of his own invention
with truth, for he was a profligate liar. This
was a great difgrace to the Popilh party, and
the King fuffered much by the countenance he had
given him : The Earls of Elfex and Hallifax were
let down in the fcheme to be fworn againft with
the reft.

Great jea- Upon this they preffed the King vehemently to
loufies of a Parliament immediately. But the Kingtie ing- &ught tjiat •£ a pariiament fhould meet while

ail . mens fpirits were fharpned by this new difeo-
very, he would 'find them in worfe temper than
ever - When the King could not be pre'vailed on
to do that, Lord Eifex left the treafury. The
King was very uneafy at this.1 But Lord Effex
was firm in his refolution not to meddle in that

poft more, fince a parliament was not called : Yet,
at the King's earnell defire, he continued forTomé
tirne to go to Council. Lord Hallifax fell ill,
much from a vexation of mind : His fpirits were
oppreffed, a deep melancholy feizing him : For a
fortnight together I was once a day with him, and
found then that he had deep impreiïions of Reli- ;
gion on him : Some foolilh people gave it out that
he was mad ; But I never knew him fo near a

ftate of true wifdom as he was at that time. He
was much troubled at the King's forgetting his
promife to hold a parliament that winter ; and ex-
poftulated feverely upon it with fome that were
fent to him from the King : He was offered to be
made Secretary of State, but he refufed it. Some
gave it out that he pretended to be Lord Lieute¬
nant of Ireland, and was uneafy when that was dé¬
fi ied him : But he faid to me that it was offered
to him, and he had refufed it. He did not love, he
laid, a new feene, nor to dine with found of trumpet
and thirty lix difhes of meat on his table. He
likewife faw that Lord Effex had a mind to be

again



of King Charles II. iîl
again there -, and he was confident he was better 167a.
fitted for it than he himfelf was. My being much v^y-w
with him at that time was refledted on : It was

laid, I had heightned his difaffection to the Court.
I was with him only as a divine.

The Court went on in their own pace : Lord
Twedale being then at London moved the Eârl of
Peterborough," that it'would be more honourable,
and more tor the Duke's intereft, inftead of living
beyond lèa, to go and live in Scotland. Lord Pe¬
terborough went immediately with it to the King,
who approved of it. So notice was given the
Duke : And he was appointed to meet the King at
Newmarketin Odtober. Lord Twedale faw, that
fince the Duke of Monmouth had loft his crédit
with the King, Duke Lauderdale would again be
continued in his pûfts ; and that he would a<ft over
his former extravagances : Whereas he reckoned
that this would be checked by the Duke's going
to Scotland ; and that he would ftudy to make
himfelf acceptable to that Nation, and bring things
among them into order and temper. The Duke
met the King at Newmarket as it was ordered :
But upon that the Earl of Shaftfbury, who was
yet Prefidenf. of the Council, tho' he had quite loft
ail his intereft in the King, called a Council at
■Whitehall, and reprefented to them the danger the
King was in by the Duke's being fo near him ;
and preffed the Council to reprefent this to the
King. But they did not agree to it : And upon
the King's coming to London he was turned out,
and Lord Roberts, made then Earl of Radnor,
was made Lord Prefident.

The Duke went to Scotland foon after : And Mon-

upon that the Duke of Monmouth grew impatient, mouth's
when he found he was ftill to be kept beyond fea. GnSrace*
He begged the King's leave to return : But when
he faw no hope of obtaining it, he came over
without leave. The King upon that would not
fee him, and required him to go back ; on which

A his
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1679. his friends were divided. Some advifed him to

comply with the King's pleafure : But he gave
himfeif fatally up to the Lord Shaftfbury's con-
duét, who put him on ail the methods imaginable
to make himfelf popular. He went round many
parts of England, pretending it was for hunting
and horfe matches ; many thoufands coming to-
gether in moft places to fee him : So that this
looked like the muilering up the force of the party ;
But it really weakned it : Many grew jealous of
the defign, and fancied here was a new civil way
to be raifed. Upon this they joined in with the

Pétitions Duke's party. Lord ShaftfDury fet alfo on foot
■or a Par" pétitions for a Parliament, in order to the fecur-

mg the King's perfon, and the Proteilant Religion.
Thefe were carried about and figned in many
•places, notwithftanding the King fet out a proclar
mation againft them : Upon that a fet of coimter
pétitions was promoted by the Court, expreffing
an abhorrence of ail feditious prabtices, and refer-
ring the time of calling a Parliament w.holly to
the King. There were not fuch; numbers that
joined in the pétitions for the Parliament, as had
been expected : So this fhewed rather the weaknefs
than the ftrength of the party : And many well
meaning men began to difiike thofe pradlices, and
to apprehend that a change of government was
defigned.

Some made a refledfion on that whoîe method
of proceeding, which may deferve well to be re-
mernbred : In the intervais of Parliament, men
that complain of the government by keeping them-
felvcs in a fullen and quiet fbate, and avoiding ca-
bals and publick affemblies, grow thereby the
Rronger and more capable to make a fland when
a Parliament cornes : Whereas by their forming of
parties out of Parliament, unlefs in order to the
managing of eleâiions, they do botli expofe them-
felves to much danger, and bring an ilî charaéter
on their defigns over the Nation ; which naturally

loves



of Kinse Charles îî.
loves parliamentary cures, but is jealous of ail other
methods.

The King was now whoîly in the Duke's in- Great.dif-
tereft, and refolved to pafs that winter without a content
Parliament. Uuon which the Lords Ruffel and 8"a!i

x ilCLÊS

Cavendifh, Sir Henry Capel, and Mr. Powel, four
of the new Counfellors, defired to be excufed from
their attendance in Council. Several of thofe who
were put in the Admiralty and in other commif-
fions defired likewife to be difmiffed : With this the

King was fo highly offeaded, that he became more
fullen and intractable than he had ever been before.

The men that governed now were the Earl of Godol-
Sunderlandj Lord Hide, and Godolohin : Theiaft phiti's
of thefe v/as a younger brother of an ancient Fa- ciiara^er*
mily m Cornwall, that had been bred about the
King from a page, and was now confidered as one
of the ableil men that belonged to the Court :
Fie was the filenteft and modefteft man^that was
perhaps ever bred in a Court. Fie had a clear
apprehenfion, and difpatched bufinefs with great
method, and with fo much temper that he had no
perfonal enemies : But his filence begot ajealoufy,
which has hung long upon hirn. His notions were
for the Court : But his incorrupt and fincere way
of managing the concerns of the treafury, created
m ail people a very high efteem for him. He
loved gaming the moft of any man of bufinefs I
ever knew ; and gave one reafon for it, becàufe it
delivered him from the obligation to talk much :
Fie had true principes of religion and virtue, and
was Free from ail vanity, and never heaped up
wealth : So that ail thir/gs being laid together, lie
was one of the worthieft and wifeft men that has
been employed in our time r And he has had
much of the confidence of four of our fucceedkig
Princes.

In the ipring of the year eighty the Duke had 1680.
leaVe to corne to England -, and continued about v—-

Vol, IL I the
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1680. the King till the next winter, that the Parliament
wv-w was to lit. Foreign affairs feemed to be forgot

An alli- " by our Court, The Prince of Orange had pro-
Se/r° je^ec^ an alliance againft France : And moft ot
aeainft thç Gennan Princes were much difpofed to corne
inancé. into it : For the French had fetup anew Court at

Metz, in which many Princes were, under the pre-
tence of dependencies and fome old forgot or forged
titles, judged to belong to the new French con-
cjuefts. This was a mean as weil as a perfidipus
praftice, in \vhi.ch the Court of France raifed much
mqre jealouiy and hatred againft themfelves than
could ever be balanced by fuch fmail acceffions aâ
were adjudged by that mock Court. The Earl of
Sunderland entred into a particular confidence with
the Prince of Orange, which he managed by his
IJncle Mr. Sydney, who was fent Envoy to Hol-
îand : The Prince feemed confident, that if Eng-
land would corne héartily into it, a ftrong confede-
racy might tlien have been formed againft France.
Yan Bçuning was then in England : And he wrote
to the to.wn of Asnfterdam, that they could not dé¬
pend on the faith or affiftance of England. He
allure d the m the Court was ftiîl in the French in-
tereft : He alfo looked on the jealoufy between the
Court and the Country party as then fo high, that
he did not beîieye it poffible to lieal matters fo as
to encourage the King to enter into any alliance
that might draw on a war : For the King feemed
to fet that up for a maxim, that his going into a
war was tire putting himfelf into the hands of his
Parliament j and was firrnly refolved againft it.
Yet the projeta; of a league was formed : And the
King feemed inçlined to go into it, as foon as mat¬
ters could be weli adjufted at home.

Theelec- There was this year at midfummer a new prac-
tionofthe tice begun in the city of London, that produced
.■.lurifx. of very ill confequences. The city of London has
Loadun. Py Charter the fhrivalry of Middlefex, as weil as

of the city : And the two Sherifts were to be chofen
on
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on midfummer day. But the common method 1680.
had beea for the Lord Mayor to name one of the
Sherifts by drinking to him on a publick occafion :
And thât nomination was commonly confirmed
by the-Common Hall : And then they named the
otber SherifF. The triith was, the way in which
the Sh'eriffs lived made it a charge of about 5000 1.
a year : So they took little care about it, but only
to fihd men that would bear the charge j which
recomme-nded 'tliem to be chofen Alderirien upon
the next vacancy,' and to rife up according to their
ftanding to the Mâyoralty, which generally went
in courte to the fenior Alderman. When a per-
fon was fet up to be SherifF that would not ferve,
he compounded the matter for 400I. fine. Al'I
juries were returned by the Sherifts : But they
cbmmônly left that wliolly in the hands of their
Under-Sheriffs : So it was now pretended that it
was necéiTary to look a little more carefully after
this matter. The Under-Sheriffs were generally
Attorneys, and might be eafily brought under the
management of the Court : So it was propofed,.
that the SherifFs fhould be chofen with more care,
not fo much that they might keep good tables, as
that they fhould return good juries': The perfon
to whom the prefent Mayor had drunk was fet
afide : And Bethel and Cornifh were chofen She-
riffs for the enluing year. Bethel was a man of
knowledge, and had writ a very judicious book of
the interelfs of Princes : But as he was a known

republican in principle, fo he was a fullen and wil-
ful man ^ and turned from the ordinary way of a
Sheriff's living into the extream of fordidnefs,
¥/hich was very unacceptable to the body of the
citizens, and proved a great préjudice to the party.
Cornifh, the other SherifF, was a plain, warrn,
honeft man ; and lived very nobly ail his year :
The Court was very jealous of this, and under-
ilood it to be done on defign to pack juries : So
that the party fhould be always fafe3 whatever

I z they
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4 1680. they might engage in. Irwas faid, that the King

would not have common juftice done him hereal-
ter againft any ©f them, how guilty foever. The

>•' " fetting up Bethel gave a great colour to this jea-
loufy i for ic was faid, he had expreffed his ap-
proving the late King's death in very indecent
terms. Thefe two perlons had never before re-
ceived the Sacrament in the Church, being Inde-
pendents : But they did it now to qualify them-
felves for this office, which gave great advantages
againft the whole party : It was faid, that the ferv-
ing an end was a good refolver of ail cafés of con-
fcience, and purged ali fcruples.

Thus matters went on tili the winter eighty, in
which the King refolved to hold a feffîon of Par-
liament : He fent the Duke to Scotiand a few days
before their meeting : And uponthat the Dutchefs
of Portfmouth declared openly for the Exclufion ;
and fo did Lord Sunderland and Godolph-in. Lord
Sunderland affured ali people, that the King was
refolved to fettle matters with his Farliament on

any terms, fince the intereft of England and the
affairs of Europe made a leagile againft France in-
difpenfably neceffiary at that time ; which could
not be done without a good underftanding at home.
Lord Sunderland fent Lord Arran for me: I de-
clined this new acquaintance as much as 1 could :
But it could not be avoided : He feemed then very
zealous for a happy fettlement : And this I owe
him in juftice, that tho' he went off from the mea~
jfures he was in at that time, yet he ftill continued
perfonally kind to myfelf : Now the great point was,
whether the limitations fhould be accepted, and

The bill treated about, or the Exclufion be purfued. Lord
of exclu- Halifax affured me, that any limitations whatfo-
£akerfu'n ever t^at leave the title of King to thea en up. jpupe^ tp0' jt |]louH pe jjttle more than a meer

title, might be obtained of the King : But that
he was pofifive and fixed againft the Exclufion.
It is true, this was in a great meafure imputed to



of King C H A R L E s IL 117
his management, and that he h.ad wrought thé i6-i'o-
King up to it.

The moft fpecious handie for recommending the
limitations was this : The Duke deciared openly
agairift them : So if the King ihould hâve agreed
to thèm, it muft have occafioned a breach between
him and the Duke : And it feemed to be very de-
firable to have them once fall out ; fince, as foon
as that was brought about, the King of his own
accord and for his own fecurity might be moved
to promote the Exclufion. The truth is, Lord
Halitax's hatred of the Earl of Shaftfbury, and
his vanity in deliring to have his own notion pre-
ferred, fharpned him at that tirrie to much inde-
cency in his whole deportment : But the party de-
pended on the hopes that Lady Portfmouth and
Lord Sunderland gave them : Many meetings were
appointed between Lord Halifax and fome lead-
ing men -, in which as he tried to divert them from
the Exclufion, fo they ftudied to perfuade him to
it, both without effecl. The majority had engaged
themfeives to promote the Exclufion, Lord Ru fiel
moved it firft in the Houfe of Gommons, and was
ieconded by Capel, Mountague, and Winnington :
Jones came into the Houfe a few days after this,
and went with great zeal into it : Jenkins, now
made Secretary of State in Coventry's place, was
the chief manager for the Court. He was a man
of an exemplary life, and confiderably learned :
But he was dull and flow : He was fufpefted of
leaning to Popery, tho5 very unjuftly : But he was
fet on every pundilio of the Church of England
to fuperftition, and was a great affertor of the di¬
vine right of monarchy, and was for carrying the
prérogative high : He neither fpoke nor writ w'êll :
But being fo eminent for the moft courtly quali¬
fications, other matters were the more eaiily dif-
penfed with. Ail his rpeeches and arguments
againft the Exclufion were heard with indigna¬
tion : So the bill was brought into the Houle. It

I 3 was
/
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1.680. v/as moved by thofe who oppofed if, that the

Duke's daughters might be named in it, as tlîe
raft by next in the fucceffion : But it was.faid,, that was

not «eoeiTary ; for fince the Duke was only pcr-
fonaliy difabled, as if he had been aétually dead,
that carried the fucceffion over to his daughters :
Yet thi:s gave ajealoufy, as if itwas intended to
keep that matter ftill undetermined ; and that up-
on another oecafion it might be pretended, that
the difabfing the Duke to fucceed did iikewife dif-
able him to dérivé that right to others, which v/as
thus eut off in himfelf. But tho' they W'ould not
name the Duke's daughters, yet they fent fuch af-
furances to the Prince of Orange, that nothing
thus propofed couid be to his préjudice, that he
believed thém, and declared his defire, that the
King would fuliy fatisfy his Parliament : The
States fent over înemorials to the King, prefîing
him to cordent to the Exclufipn. The Prince did
not openly appear in this : But it being managed
by Fagel, it was underftood that he approved of
It : And this created a hatred in the Duke to him,
which was never to be removed. Lord Sunder-
land and Sidney's means engaged the States intq
it : And he fancied it might have fome effect.

The bill of Excltifion was quickly brought up
to the Lords. The Earls of Effex and Shaftfbury
argued moft for it : And the Earl of Halifax was
the champion on the other fiae : He gained great
honour in the debate ; and had a vifible fuperiority

Batrcjeft to Lord Shaftfbury in the opinion/ of the whole
t!^ H.oufe : And that was to him triumph enough.

In conclufion, the biii was thrown out upon the
firft reading : The country party brought it near-
er an equality, than was i'magined they could do,
confidering the King's earneftnefs in it, and that
the whole bench of the Bifnops was againft. it. The
Gommons v/ere infiamed when they faw the fate of
their bill : They voted an addrefs to the King to
remove Lord ElaliLx frpm his counfels and pre-
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ience for ever : Which was an unparliamentâry 1680»
thing, fince it was vifible that it was for liis argu-
ing as he did in the Houfe of Lords, tho3 they-
pretended it was for hïs adviftng the diftolution of
the laft Pariiament : But that was a thin difguife .

of their anger : Yet without deitroying the tree-
dom of debate, they could not fourni their ad-
drefs on that which was the true caufe of it. Ruft
fel and Jones, tho' formerJy Lord Halifax's friends.
thought it was enough not to fpeak againft him in
the Houfe ol Gommons : But they fatiilent. Some
called him a Papift : Gthers faid he was an Atheift.
Chichely, that had married his mother, moved,
that I might be fent for to fatisfy the Houfe as to

\ the truth of his Religion. I wifh, I could hâve
faid as much to have perfuaded them that he was
a good Chriftian, as that he was no Papift : I was
at that time in a very good charafter in that Houfe:
The firft volume of the Hiftory of the Reforma¬
tion was then out ; and was fo wel.l received, that
I had the thanks-of both Houfes for it, and was
defired by both to profeçute that work. The Par¬
iiament had made an addrefs to the King for a fait
day. Dr. Sprat and I were ordered to preach bè-
fore the Houfe of Gommons : My turn was in the
morning : I mentioned nothing relating to the
plot, but what appeared in Coieman's letters : Yet
I laid open the cruelties of the Church of Rome
in many inftances that hapned in Queen Mary's
Reign, which were not then knoWn : Ànd I ag-
gravated, tho' very truly, the danger of fa'iing
undeY the power of that Religion. I preffed aîfo
a muttial forbeârance among ourfelves in lefter
matters : But I inftfted moft on the impiety and
vices that had worn out ail fenfe of Religion, and
ali regard to it among us. Sprat in the afternoon
went further into the belief of the clôt than I had

x

done : But he infinuated his fears of their undu-
tifulnefs to the King in fuch a manner, that they
were highly offended at him : So the Commons

I 4 did
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1680» did not fend him thanks, as they did to me^

w-v—■which raifed his merit at Court, as it increafed the
difpleafure againft me. Sprat had ftudied a po¬
li te ftile much : But there was little ftrength in it ;
He had the beginnings of learning laid well in
him : But he has allowçd himfelf 311 a courfe of
fome years in much floth and too many liberties.

The King fent many melïages to the Houfe of
Gommons, preiïing for a fupply, firft for preferving
Tangier, he being then in a war with the King of
Fez, which by reafon of the diftance put him to
much charge ; but chiefly, ior cnabling him to go
into alliances neceflary for the common prefer-
vatiqn.

The The Houfe upon that made a long reprefentati-
Houfe of pn to t|ie King of the dangers that both he and
P'cpeeded ^ey were *n > ar>d affured him, they would do
againft every thing that he could expect of them, as foon
fome wîth g,s they were well fecured ; By which they meant,
feverity. as K,on as tjie Exclufion fhould pafs, and that bad

Minifters, and ill judges fhould be removed.
They renewed their addrefs againft Lord Halifax ;
and made addreffes both againft the Marquis of
Worcefter, foon after made Duke of Beaufort, and
againft Lord Clarendon and Hide, as men inclined
to Popery. Hide fpoke fo vehemently to vindi-
cate himfelf from the fufpicions of Popery, that he

/ cried in his fpeech : And Jones upon the fçore of
old frjendfhip got the words relating to Popery to
be ftruck ont of the addrefs againft him. The
Gommons alfo impeaçhed feveral of the Judges,
and Mr. Seymour : The Judges were accufed for
fome illégal charges and judgments -, and Seymour,
for corruption and male-adminiftration in the of¬
fice of treafurer of the Nayy. They impeaçhed
^croggs for high treafon : But it was vifible that
the matters objeéted to him were only mifdemea-
nors : So the Lords rejedted the impeachment -,
which was carried chiefly by the Earl of Danby's
party, and in favour to him. The Commons did

1 r
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alfo afîert the right of the people to pétition for a 1680.
Parliament : And beeaufe fome in their counter- w—v*-—

pétitions had expreffed their abhorrence of this
pracftice, they voted thefe abhorrers to be betrayers
of the liberties of the Nation. They expelled one
Withins out of their Houfe for figning one of thefe,
thos he with great humility confeffed his fault,
and begged pardon for it. The merit of this
raifed him foon to be a Judge; for indeed he had
no other merit: They fell alfo on Sir George
Jefferies, a furious declaimer at the bar : But he
was raifed by that, as well as by this prolecution.
The Houfe did likewife fend their Serjeant to ma-
ny parts of England to bring up abhorrers as de-
ijnquents : Upon which the right that they had to
imprifon any befides their own members came to
be much queftioned, fince they could not receive
an information upon oath, nor proceed againft
fuch as refufed to appear before them. In many
places thofe for whom they fent their Serjeant re¬
fufed to corne up. It was found, that fuch prac-
tices were grounded on no law, and were no elder
than Queen Elizabeth's time : While the Houfe
of Commons ufed that power gently, it was fub-
mitted to in refpect to it : But now it grew to be
fo muçh extended, that many refolved not to fub-
mit to it. The former Parliament had paft a very
ftricft a<5t for the due exécution of the Habeas Cor¬

pus -, which was indeed ail they did : It was car-
ried by an odd artifice in the Houfe of Lords.
Lord Grey and Lord Norris were named to be the
tellers : Lord Norris, being a man fubjeét to va-
pours, was not at ail times attentive to what he
was doing : So a very fat Lord coming in, Lord
Grey counted him for ten, as a jeft at firit : But
feeing Lord Norris had not obferved it, he went
on with this mifreckoning of ten : So it was re-
po"ted to the Houfe, and declared that they who
W~re for the bill were the Majority, tho' it indeed
went on the other fide : And by this rpean.s the bill

paft.

/
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1680. paft. There was a bold forward m an, Sheridan,

u—v—a native of Ireland, whom the Gommons corn-
mitted : And he moved for his Habëas Corpus :
Some of the Judges were afraid of the Houfe, and
kept out of the way : But Baron. Welfon had the
courage to grant it. The feffion went yet into a
higher ftrain ; for they voted, that ail anticipati¬
ons on any branches of the Revenue were againft
law, and that whofoever lent any money upon the
crédit of thofe anticipations were publick enemies
to the Kingdom. XJpon this it was faid, that the
Parliament would neither fupply the King thern-
felves, nor fuffer him to make ufe of his crédit,
which every private man might do. They faid on
the other hand, that they looked on the revenue as
a publick treafure, that was to be kept clear of ail
anticipations, and not as a private eftate that might
be mortgaged : And they thought, when ail other
means of fupply except by Parliament were ftopped,
that muftcertainly bring the King to their terms.
Yet the clamour raifed on this, as if they had in-
tended to ftarve the King, and blaft his crédit,
was a great load on them : And their vote had no
efreét, for the King continued to have the famé
crédit that he had before. Another vote went

An affoci- much higher : It was for an affociation, copied
3tIf d "°" fr°m t1nat *n Queeti Elizabeth's time, for the re~

venging the King's death upon ail Papifts, if he
fhould happen to be killed. The precedent of that
time was a fpecious colou'r : But this différence
was affigned between the two cafés : Queen Eli-
zabeth was in no danger but from Papifts : So that
affociation ftruck a terrer into that whoie party,
which did prove a real fëeurity to lier ;. and there -
fore her Minifters fet it on. But now, it was faid,
there were m any Republicans ftill in the Nation,
and many of Cromwell's officers were yet alive,
who feemed not to repent of what they had done :
So fome of thefe might by this means be encou-
raged to attempt on the King's life, prefuming
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that both the fufpicions and revenges of -it woukl 1680.
be caft upon the Duke and the Papifts. Great ufe
was made of this to poffefs ail people, that this
affociation was intended to deflroy the King, in-
ftead of preferving him.

There was not much done in the Houfe of Lords Expedî-
after they threw ont the bill of Exclufion. Lord ents °^-T-
Halifax indeed preffed them to go on to limitati- ^
ons : And he began with one, that the Duke; Lords,
fliould be obliged to live five hundred miles ont of
England during. the King's iife. Eut the Houfe
was cold, and backward in ail that matter. Thofe
that were really the Duke's friends abhorred ail
thofe motions : And Lord Shaftjfbury and his party
laughed at them : They were refolved to let ail lie
in confufion, rather than hearken to any thing be-
fides the Exclufion. The Houfe of Gommons
feerned alfo to be fo fet againfc that projeét, that
very little progrefs was made in it. Lord Effex
made a motion, which was agreed to in a thin
Houfe : But it put an end to ail difcourfes of that
nature: He moved, that an affociation fhould be
entred into to maintain thofe expédients, and that
fome cautionary Towns fhould be put into the
hands of the affociators during the- King's life to
make them good after his death. The King look-
ecl 011 this as a depofmg of himfelf. He had read
more in Davila than in any other book of hiftory :
And he had a ciear view into the confequences of
fuch things, and looked on this as worfe than the
Exclufion. So that, as Lord Halifax often ob-
ferved to me, this whole management looked like
a defign to unité the King more entirely to the
Duke, inftead of feparating him from him : The
King came to think that he himfelf was levelled at
chiefiy, tho' for décency's fake his brotlierwas only
pamed. The truth was, the leading rnen thought
they were fure of the Nation, and of ail future
elediions, as long as Popery was; in view. They
fancied the King muft hâve- a Parliament, and mo-

ney
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ney from it very foon, and that in conclufion he
wouid corne in to them. He was much befet by
ail the hungry courtiers, who longed for a bill of
money: They ftudied to perfuade him, from his
Father's misfortunes, that the longer he was in
yielding, the terms would grow the higher.

Buchefs They relied much on the Lady Portfmouth's in-
tereft, who did openly déclaré her felf for the

conduftiri Houfe of Gommons: And they were fo careful of
this mat- her, that when one moved that an addrefs fhould
ter little be made to the King for fending her away, he
ûooi~ cou^ not hearck tho' at another time fuch a

motion would have been better entertained. Her
behaviour in this matter was unaccountable : And
the Duke's behaviour to her afterwards looked liker
an acknowledgment than a refentment. Many re-
fîned upon it, and thought fhe was fet on as a de-
coy to keep the party up to the Exclusion, that
they might not hearken to the limitations. The
Duke was ^ffured, that the King would not grant
the one: And fo fhe was artificially managed to
keep them from the other, to which the King would
have confented, and of which the Duke was moft
afraid. But this was too fine : She was hearty for
the Exclufion : Of which I had this particular ac-
count from Mountague, who I believe might be
the perfon that laid the bait before her. It v/as
propofed to her, that if fhe could bring the King
to the Exclufion, and to fome other popular
things, the Parliament would go next to préparé
a bill for fecuring the King's perfon ; in which a
cîaufe might be carried, that the King might der-
clare the Succefîbr to the Crown, as had been done
in Henry the eighth's time. This would very
much raife the King's authority, and would be no
breach with the Prince df Orange, but would ra-
ther oblige him to a greater dépendance on the
King. The Duke of Monmouth and his party
would certainly be for this claufe, fince he could
have no profped: any other way ; and he would

pkaiç
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pleafe himfelf with the hopes of being preferred by 1680.
the King to any other perfon. But fince the Lady
Portfmonth found fhe was fo abfolutely the miftrefs
of the King's fpirit, fhe might reckon, that if fuch
an a61 could be carried the King would be pre-
vailed on to déclaré ber fon his lucceffor : And it
was fuggefled to her, that in order to the ftrength-
ening her Son's intereft fhe ought to treat for a
match with the King of France's natural Daughter,
now the Duchefs of Bourbon. And thus the Duke
of Monmouth and fhe were brought to an agree-
ment to çarry on the Exclufion, and that other a6t
purfuant to it : And they thought they were mak-
ing tooîs of one another to carry on their own ends.
The Nation was poffeffed with fuch a diftrufl of
the King, that there was no reafon to think they
could ever be brought to fo entire a confidence in
him, as to deliver up themfelves and their poftecity
fo blindfold into his hands. Mountague affured
me, that fhe not only acied heartily in this matter,
but fhe once drew the King to confent to it, if fhe
might have had 800000 1. for it : And that was af-
terwards brought down to 600000 1. But the jea~
loufies upon the King himfelf were fuch, that the
managers in the Eloufe of Commons durfl not
move for giving money till the bill of Exclufion
fhould pafs, left they fhould have loft their crédit
by fuch a motion : And the King would not truft
them. So near was this point brought to an agree-
ment, if Mountague told me true.

That which reconciled the Duke to the Duchefs
of Portfmouth was, that the King affured him, fhe
did ail by his order, that fo fhe might have crédit
with the party, and fee into their defigns : Upon
which the Duke faw it was neceffary to believe
this, or at leafl to feem to believe it.

The other great bufinefs of this Parliament was StafFoTs
the trial of the Vifcount of Stafford, who was the trial,
younger fon of the old Earl of Arundell, and fo
was uncle to the Duke of Norfolk. He was a

weakj
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1680. weak, but a fair conditioned man : He was in ill
<-*■terms with his nephew's family : And had been

guiity of great vices in his youth, which had al-
moft proved fatal to him : He married the heirefs
of the great Family of the Staffords. Hethought
the King had not rewarded him for his former ler-
vices as he had deferved : So he often voted againft
the Court, and made great applications always to
the Earl of Shaftfbury. Fie was in no good terms

' with the Duke -, for the great confrderation the
Court had of his nephew's family made him to be
the moft negledled: When Oates depofed firit
againft him, he hapned to be out of the way : And
he kept out a day longer. But the day after he
came in, and delivered himfelf: Which, confider-
ing the feeblenefs of his temper, and the heat of
that tirne, was thought a fign of innocence. Oates
and Bedlow fwore, he had a patent to be pay-
mafter général to the army. Dugdale fwore, that
he offëred him 50©!. to kill the King. Bedlow
had died the fummer before at Briftol. It was in
the time of the affizes : North, Lord Chief Juftice
.of the Conimon Pieas, being there, he fent for
him, and by oath confirmed ail that he had fworn
formerly, except that which related to the Queen,
and to the Duke. Fie alfo deniedupon oath, that
any perfon had ever pradifed upon him, or cor-
rupted him : His difowning fome of the particu-
lars which he had fworn had an appearance of fin-
cerity, and gave much crédit to his former depo-
fttions. I could ne ver hear what fenfe he expreffed
oftheother ill parts ofhis life, for he vanifhed
foon out of ail men's thoughts.

Another witnefs appeared againft Lord Staffôrd,
one Turbervill -, who fwore, that in the year fe-
venty five the Lord Stafford had taken much pains
to perfuade him to kill the King : He began the
propofition to him at Paris ; and fent him by the
way ofDiep over to England, telling him that he

3 intended
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întended to foliow by the famé road : But he wrote i
afterwards to him t;haf Le was to go by Calais.
But he faid he never went to fee him upoa his
coming to England-. Turbervill fwore the year
wrong at firft : But upon recolleblion he went
and correded that error. This at fuch a diftance
of time feemed to be no great matter : It feem-
ed much ftranger, that after fuch difcourfes
once begun he fhoukl never go near the Lord
Stafford; and that Lord Stafford fhould never

enquire after him. But there was a much more
material objection to him. Turbervill, upon
difcourfe with fome in St.Martin's parifh, feem¬
ed inclined to change his Religion : They brought
him to Dr. Lloyd, then their minifter : And he
convinced him fo fully that he changed upon it :
And after that he came often to him, and was

chiefîy fupported by him : For fome months he
was conftantly at his table. Lloyd had preffed
him to recolledt ail that he had heard among
the Papifts relating to plots and defigns againft:
the King or the Nation. He faid that which
ail the converts at that time faid often, that
they had it among them that within a very
littrle while their Religion wouid be fet up in
England ; and that fome of them faid, a great
deal of blood wouid be fhed before it could be
brought about : But he protefted that he knew
no particulars. After fome months dépendance
on Lloyd he withdrew entirely from him ; and
he faw him no more till he appeared now an
evidence againft Lord Stafford : Lloyd was in
great difficulties upon that occafton. It-had been
often declared, that the moft folemn déniais of
witneflès before they make difcoveries did not at
ail invalidate their evidence ; and that it .im-
ported no more, but that they had been fo long
firm to their promife of revealing nothing : So
that this négative evidénce againft Turbervill

could
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1680. could hâve done Lord Stafford no fervice.

On the other hand, confidering the ioad that
already lay on Lloyd on the account of Ber-
ry's bufinefs, and that his being a little be-
fore this time promoted to be Bilhop of St.
Afaph was imputed to that, it was vifible that
his difcovering this againft Turbervill would
have aggravated thofe cenfures, and very much
blafted him. In oppofition to ail this here was
a juftice to be done, and a fervice to truth,
towards the faving a rnan's life : And the
qûeftion was very hard to be determined. He
advifed with ail his Iriends, and with my felf
in particular. The much greater number were
of opinion that he ought to be filent. I faid,
my own behaviour in Staley's affair fhewed
what I would do if I was in that cafe : But
his circumftances were very différent : So I con-
curred with the reft as to him. He had ano-

ther load on him : Pie had writ a book with
very fincere intentions, but upon a very tender
point : He propofed, that a difcrimination
ihould be made between the regular Priefts
that were in a dépendance and under direâi-
ons from Rome, and the fecular Priefts that
would renounce the Pope's depofing power and
his infallibility : Pie thought this would raife
heats among themfeîves, and draw cenfures
from Rome on the feculars, which in conclu -

fion might have very good effets. This was very
plaufibly writ, and defigned with great fince-
rity : But angry men faid, ail this was intended
only to take off fo much from the appréhend¬
ons that the Nation had of Popery, and to give
a milder idea of a great body among them : And as
foon as it had that effe<5t, it was probable that ail
the miffionaries would have leave given them to
put on that difguife, and to take thofe difcrimi-
nating tefts till they had once prevailed : And then

they
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they would throw them off. Thus the moft 1680.
zealous man againft Popery that I ever yet knew,
and the man of the moft entire fincerity, was fo
heavily cenfured at this time,that it was not thought.
fit, nor indeed fafe, for him to déclaré what he
knew concerning Turbervill.

The trial was very auguft : The Earl of Not-'
tingham was the Lord Pligh Steward : It continued
five days. On the firft day the Gommons brought
only général evidence to prove the plot : Smith
fwore fome things that had been faid to him at
Rome of killing the King : An Irilh Prieft that
had been long in Spain confirmed many particulars
in Oates's narrative : Then the witnefies depofed
ail that related to the plot in général. To ail this
Lord StafFord faid little, as not being much con~
cerned. in it : Only he declared, that he was al-
ways againft the Pope's power of depofing Princes,
Lie alfo obferved a great différence between the
gun-powder plot and that which was now on foot:
That in the former ail the chief confpirators died
confeffmg the fact ; but that now ail died with the
folemneft proteftations of their innocence. On
the fécond day the evidence againft himfelf was
brought : He urged againft Oates that he fwore
he had gone in among them on defign to betray
them : So that he had been for fome years taking
oaths and receiving facraments in fo treacherous a
manner, that no crédit could be given to a man
that was fo blaçk by his own confeffion. On the
third day he brought his evidence to difcredit
the witnelfes : Plis fervant fwore, that while he was
at the Lord AftonY, Dugdale never was in his
chamber but once ; and that was on the account
of a foot race. Some depofed againft Dugdale's
réputation : and one faid, that he had been prac-
tifing on himfelf to fwear as he fhould direct him.
The minifter of the parifh and another gentleman
depofed, that they heard nothing from Dugdale
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1680. conçerning the killing a J'uftice of Peace in Weft-

minfter, which, as he had fworn, he had faid to
tpem. As to Turbervill, who had faid that the
Lord Stafford was at thaï time in a fit of the goût,
his fèrvants faid they never knew him in a fit of
the gout : And he himfel'f affirmed, he never had
one in his whole life. He aifo proved that he
did not intend to corne to England by Diep -, for
he had writ for a Yacht whidh met him at Calais.
He aîfo proved by feveral witneffes, that both
Dugdale and Turbervill had often faid that they
knew nothing of any plot -, and that Turbervill
had lately faid, "he would fet up for a witnefs,
for nonelived fo wèîl as witneffes did : He infifted
fîk'ewife on the miftake of the year, and on Tur-
bervilhs never coming near him after he came over
to England. The ftrongeft part of his defence
was, that he made it out unanfwerably, that he
was not at the Lord Afton's on one of the times
that" Dugdale had fixed on ; for at that time he
was either at Bath or at Badminton. For Dug¬
dale had once "fixed on a day ; tho' afterwards he
faid k was about that time : Now that day hap-
pçned to be die Marquis of Worcefter's wedding
day : And on that day it was fuliy proved that
he was at Badminton, that Lord's houfe, not far
Çorh the Bath. On the fourth day proofs were
Brought to fiipport the crédit of the witneffes : It
was made out that Dugdale had ferved the Lord
Ahon long and with great réputation. It was now
two fulî years fince he began to make difcoveries :
And in ail that time they had not found any one
particular to blemifli him with j tho' no doubt
ihey had taken pains to examine into his life. His
publifhing the news of Godfrey's death was well
made out, tho' two perfons in the company had
not minded it : Many proofs were brought that
he was often in Lord Stafford's company, of which
many more afndavits were made after that Lord's

death»



of King Charles IL 131
deâth. Two women that were ftiil Papifts fwore,' 1680.
that ùpon the breaking out of the plot he fëarch-;
ed intô many papers, and burnt them : He gave
many of thefé to onc of the women to Fiing in the
fire ; but finàing a book of accounts he laid that
alide, fàying, there is no treâfpii here, wmch im-
ported that he thought the others were treafonable.
He proved that 021e ôf the witnefîes brought againft
him was fo infamous in ali refpeds, that Lord
Stafford himfelf was convinced of it. He faids
he had only preffed a man, who now appeared
againft "him, to difcover ail he knew: He faid,

"at fuch a diftance of tiffîe he might miftake as to
time or a day ; but coula not be miftaken as to
die things themfelves. Turbervill defcribed both
the ftreet and the room in Paris in which he faw
Lord Stafford. He found a witnefs that faw him
at Diep, to whom he complained, that a Lord for
whom he looked had failed him : And upon that
he faid he was no good ftaff to lean on *, by which,
tho' he did not name the Lord, he believed he
mea'nt Lord Stafrord. Dugdale and he both con-
feffed they had denied long that they knew any
th'ing of the plot, which was the effeét of the re-
folution they had taken, to which they adhered
long, of difcovering nothing : It was alfo prov¬
ed that Lord Stafford was often lame, which Tur¬
bervill took for the gout. On the fifth day Lord
Stafford refumed ail his evidence, and urged every
particular very ftrongly. Jones in the name of
the Gommons did on the other h and refume the
evidence againft him with great force : He faid
indeed nothing for fupporting Oates -, for the ob¬
jection againft him was not to be anfwered. He
made it very clear that Dugdale and Turbervill
were two good witneffes, and v/ere not at aîl dif-
credited by any thing that was brought againft
them. When it came to the giving of judgment, (was
above fifty of- the Peers gave it againft Lord
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1680. Stafford, and above thirty acquitted him : Four
^Y^ of the Howards, his kinimen, condemned him :

Lord Arundell, afterwards Duke of Norfolk, tho9
in enmity with him, did acquit him. Duke Lau-
derdale condemned him : And fo did both the
Earls of Nottingham and Anglefey. Lord Hali¬
fax acquitted him. Lord Nottingham when he
gave judgment delivered it with one of the beft
Ipeeches he had ever made. But he committed
one great indecency in it : For he faid, who can
doubt any longer that London was burnt by Pa-
pifts, tho' there was not one word in the whoîe
trial relating to that matter. Lord Stafford' be-
haved himfelf during the whole time, and at the
receiving his fentence, with much more çonftancy
than was expected from him.

He fent Within two days after he fent a meffage to the
for me, Lords, defiring that the Bifhop of London and I
and em- m}ght be appointed to corne to him. We waited
to°do hhn on : defign feemed to be only to poffefs
fervice. us with an opinion of his innocence, of which he

made very folemn proteftations. He heard us
Ipeak of the points in différence between us and
the Church of Rome with great temper and atten¬
tion. At parting he defired me to corne back to
him next day; for he had a mind to be more par-
ticular with me. When I came to him, he repeat-
ed the proteftations of his innocence; and faid,
he was confident the villany of the witneffes would
foon appear : He did not doubt I fhould fee it in
lefs than a year. I prefied him in feveral points
of Religion ; and urged feveral things, which he
faid he had never heard before. He faid, thefe
things on another occafion would have made fome
imprefîion upon him ; but he had now little time,
therefore he would lofe none in controverfy : So
I let that difcourfe fall. I talked to him of thofe
préparations for death in which ail Chriftians agree :
He entertaiiied thefe very ferioufly. Fie had a

mind
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minci to live, if it was poffible : He faid, he could 1680.
difcover nothing with relation to the King's life, k/WNi
protefting that there was not fo much as an inti¬
mation about it that had ever paft among them.
But he added, that he could difcover many other
things, that were more material than any thing
that was yet known, and for which the Duke would
never forgive him : And of thefe, if that might
fave his lire, he would make a full difcovery. I
ftopt him when he was going on to particulars -, for
I would not be a confident in any thing in which
the publick fafety was concerned. He knew beft
the importance of thofe fecrets -, and fo he could
only judge, wliether it would be of that value as
to prevail with the two Houles to interpofe with
the King for his pardon. He feemed to think it
would be of great ufe, chiefly to fupport what
they were then driving on with relation to the
Duke : He defired me to fpeak to Lord Effex,
Lord RufTel, and Sir William Jones. I brought
him their anfwer the next day -, which was, that if
he did difcover ail he knew concerning the Papift's
defigns, and more particularly concerning the
Duke, they would endeavour that it fhould not
be infifted on, that he muft confefs thofe particu¬
lars for which he was judged. He alked me, what
if he fhould name fome who had now great crédit,
but had once engaged to ferve their defigns : 1 faid,
nothing could be more acceptable than the difco-
vering fuch difguifed Papifts, or falfe Proteftants :
Yet upon this I charged hkn folemnly not to think
of redeeming his own life by accufing any other
falfiy, but to tell the truth, and ail the truth, as
far as the common fafety was concerned in it. As
we were difcourfing of thefe matters, the Earl of
Carlile came in : In his hearing, by Lord Stafford's
leave, I went over ail that had paffed between us,
and did again folemnly adjure him to fay nothing
but the truth. Upon this he defired the Earl of
Carlile to carry a meflage from him to the Houfe
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1680 of Lords, that whenfoever they would fend for

him he would difcover ail that he knew : Upon
that he was itnmediately lent for. And he began
with a long relation of their firft confultations af-
ter the Reftoration about the methods of bringing
in their Religion, which they ail agreed could only
be brpught about by a toleration. He told them
of the Earl of Briftol's projeét -, and went on to
tell who had undertaken to procure the toleration
for'them : And then he named the Earl of Shafts-
bury. When he named him he was ordered to with-
Ûraw: And the Lords would hear no more from
him. ït was alfo given out, that in this I was a
Tool of Lord Halifax's to bring him fhither to
blaft Lord Shaftfbury. He was fent back to the
Tower : And then he cornpofed himfelf in the
beft way he could to luffer, which he did with a

Hisexc- confiant and undifturbed mind : He fupped and
cution. fiept well the night before his exécution, and died

without any fhew of fear or diforder. He déni-
ed ail that the witnefles had fworii againft him.
And this was the end of the plot. I was very uri-
juftly cenfured on both hands. The Earl of Shalts-
bury railed fo at me that I went no more near him,
And the Duke was made believe, that î had per-
fuaded Lord Stafford to charge him, and to dif¬
cover ail he knew againft hirn : Which was the
beginning of the implacable hatred he fhewed on
many occ-afions againft me. Thus the innocenteft
and beft meant parts of a man's life may be mif-
underftood, and highlv cenfured.J

. .
O J

i6hi, The Houfe of Gommons had another bufinefs
before them in this -fefiiôn: There was a ievere aéi

an the fa- pa^ 'm tbe end of Queen Elizabeth's reign, when
yoqr of fhe was highly provoked "with the feditious b.eha-
fhe Non-v;0l]r 0f the-"Ptiritans, by which thofe who did
kifs- ' not c°nform to the Ch.urch 'were required to ab¬

jure the Kingdpm under the pain of death: And
for forne degrees of Non-conformity they were
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adjudged to die, without the favour of ban ifhment. 168j
Both Houfes paft a bill for repealing this act : It
went indeed heavily in the Houfe of Lords: for
many of the Bifhops, tho' they were not for put-
ting that law in exécution, which had never been
donc but in one fingle inftance, yet they thought
the terror of it was of fome ufe, and that the
repealing it might make the party more in&lenr»
On the day of the prorogation the bill ought to
have been offered to the King, but the Clerk of
the Crown, by the King's particuiar order, with-
drew the bill. The King had no mind openly to
deny it : But he had lefs mind to pals it. So this
indifcreet method was taken, which was a higli
olfence in the Clerk of the Crown. There was a

bill of comprehenfion offered by the epifcopal par¬
ty in the Houfe of Commons, by which the Pref-
byterians would have been taken into the Church.
But to the amazement of ail people, their party
in the Houfe did not feem concerned to promote
it : On the contrary they neglefled it. This in-
creafed the jealoufy, as if they had hoped they
were fo near the carrying ail before them, that
they defpifed a comprehenfion: There was no
great progrefs made in this bill. But in the morn-
ing before they were prorogued two votes were
carried in the Houfe, of a very extraordinary na¬
ture : The one was, that the laws made againft
recufants ought not to be executed againft any but
thofe of the Church of Rome. That was indeed
the primary intention of the law: Yet ail perfons
who came not to Church, and did not receive the
facrament once a year, were within the ietter of
the law. The other vote was, that it was the
opinion of that Houfe, that the laws againft
Difîenters ought not to be executed. This was
thought a great invafion of the Legiflature, when
one Houfe pretended to fufpend the exécution of
laws : Which was to a£b like dicfators in the
State; for they meant that Courts and Juries
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ï6Bi fhould govern therofelves by the opinion that

they now gave : Which, inftead of being a kind-
nefs to the Non-confôrmifts, raifed a new ftorm
againft them over ali the Nation. When the King
faw no hope of prevailing with the Commons on
any other terms, but his granting the Exclufion,
he refolved to prorogue the Pariiarnent. And it
was diffolved in a few days after, in January eighty
one.

The Par- The King refolved to try a Parliament once
liament more : But apprehending that they were encou-
ïblvecf" raêe<^' ^ not inflamed by the city of -London, he

fummoned the next Parliament to meet at Oxford.
It was faid, men were now very bold about
London, by their confidence in the Juries„ that
the Sheriffs took care to return. Several printers
were indifted for fcandalous libels that they had
printed : But the Grand Juries returned an Igno-
ramus upon the bills againft them, on this pre-
tence, that the law only conderfmed the printing
fuch libels maliçioufly and feditioufly, and that it
did not appear that the Printers had any ill inten¬
tions in what they did -, whereas, if it was found
that they printed fuch libels, the conftruétion of
law made that to be maiieious and feditious. The
eleciions over England for the new Parliament
went generally for the famé perfons that had ferved
in the former Parliament : And in many places it
was given as an inftru&ion to the members-to ftick
to the biîl of Exclufion.

The King was now very uneafy : He faw he
was defpifed ail Europe over, as a Prince that had
neither treafure nor pôwer : So one attempt more
was to be made, which was to be managed chiefly
by Littleton, who was now brought irito the com-
miftion of the Admiralty. I had once in a long
difeourfe with him argued againft the expédients,
becaufe they did really reduce us to the ftate of a
Commonwealth. I thought a muoh better way

was,
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was, that there fhould be a Protector declared, 1681.
with whom the régal power fhould be lodged ; and
that the Prince of Orange fhould be the perfon. A «evv
He approved the notion : But thought that the ti- ^p®dieRt
tle Protecftor was cdious, fmce Cromwell had af- prince
fumed it, and that therefore Regent would be Regent.
better : We drefTed up a fcheme of this for near
two hours : And I dreamt 110 more of it. But
fome days after he told me the notion took with
fome, and that both Lord Hallifax and Seymour
liked it. But he wondered to find Lord Sunder-
land did not go into it. He told me after the
Pariiament was diffolved, but in great fecrecy, that
the King himfelf liked it. Lord Nottingham talked
in a général and odd ftrain about it. He gave it
out, that the King was refolved to offer one expé¬
dient, which was beyond any thing that the Par¬
iiament could have the confidence éo afk. Little-
ton preffed me to do what I could to promote it ;
and faid, that as I was the firft that had fuggefted
it, fo I fhould have the honour of it, if it proved
fo fuccefsful as to procure the quieting of the Na¬
tion. I argued upon it with Jones : But I found
they had laid it down for a maxim, to hearken to
nothing but the Exclufion. Ail the Duke of Mon-
mouth's party looked on this as that which muft
put an end to ail his hopes. Others thought, in
point of honour they muft go on as they had done
hitherto : Jones ftood upon a point of law, of the
infeparablenefs of the prérogative from the perfon
of the King. He faid, an infant or a lunatick
was in a real incapacity of ftruggling with his
guardians ; but that if it was not lo, the law that
conflituted their guardians would be of no force.
He faid, if the Duke came to be King, the pré¬
rogative would by that veft in him ; and the
Prince Regent and he muft either ftrike up a bar-
gain, or it muft end in a civil war, in which he
believed the force of law would give the King the

better
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1681. better of it. It was not to be denied but that

-v-—; there was fome danser in tins : But in the iîl cir-
eumftançés in which we were, no remédiés could
be propofed that were without great inconvenien-
ces, and that were not îiabie to much danger. In
the mean while both fides were taking ail the pains
they could to fortify their party : And it was very
vifible, that the fide which was for the Exclufion
was like to be the ftrongeft.

Fïfzbarris A few days before the King went to Oxford,
wastaken. Fitzharris, an ïrifh Papift, was taken up for

framing a malieious and treafonable libel againft
the King and his whole Family. He had met
with one Everard, who pretended to make difeo-
veries, and as was thought had mixed a great deal
of falfhood with fome truth : But he held himfelf
in général ternis, and did not defeend to fo
many particulars as the witneffes had done. Fitz¬
harris and he had been acquainted in France : So
on that confidence he fhewed him his libel : And
he made an appointment to corne to Everard's
chamber, who thought he intended to trépan him,
and fo had placed witneffes to overhear ail that
paft. Fitzharris leit the libel with him, ail writ
in his own hand : Everard went with the paper
and with his witneffes and informed againft Fitz¬
harris, who upon that was committed. But fee-
îng the proof againft him was like to bc full, he
faid, the libel was drawn by Everard, and only
copied by himfelf : But he had no fort of proof
to fupport this. Cornifh the Sheriff going to fee
him, he defired he would bring him a Juftice of
Peace ; for he could make a great difeovery of the
plot, far beyond ail that was yet known. Cornifh
in the fimplicity of his heart went and acquainted
the King with this : For which he was much
blamed *, for it was faid, by this means that difeo¬
very might have been ftopt : But his going firft
with it to the Court proved afterwards a great

happinefs
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happinefs both to himfelf and to many others. 1681.
The Secretaries and fome privy Counfeliors were
upon that fent to examine Fitzharris -, to whom
he gave a long relation of a practice to kiU the
King, in which the Duke was concerned, with
rnany other particulars which need not be men-
tioned j for it was ail a fiction. The Secretaries
came to him a fécond time to examine him far-
ther : He boidly ftood to ail he had laid : And he
defired that fome Juftices of the City might be
brought to him. So Clayton and Treby went to
him : And he made the famé pretended difcovery
to them over again ; and infinuated, that he was
glad it was now in fafe hands that would not ftifle
it. The King was highly offended with this, fince
it piainly fliewed a diftruft of his minifters : And
fo Fitzharris was removed to the Tower -, which
the Court refolved to make the prifon for ail of-
fenders, till there fîiould be Sheriffs chofen more
at the King's dévotion. Yet the depolition made
to Clayton and Treby was in ail points the famé
that he had made to the Secretaries : So that there
was no colour for the pretence afterward put on
this, as if they had praétifed on. him.

The Parliament met at Oxford in March : The The Par-

King opened it with fevere reflétions on the pro- aament of
ceedings of the former Parliament. Fle faid, he
was refolved to maintain the fucceflion of the diffoived.
Crown in the right line : But for quieting his
peoples fears he was willing to put the adminiflra-
tion of the government into Proteftant's hands.
This was explained by Ernley and Littleton to be
tneant of a Prince Regent, with whom the régal
prérogative fhould be lodged during the Duke's
lire. Jones and Littleton managed the debate on
the grounds formerly mentioned : But in the end
the propofition was rejeted ; and they refolved
to go again to the bill of Excluflon, to the great
joy of the Duke"s party, who declared themfelves
h , •• ... 1 :■ more
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3681. more againft this than againft the Excïufîon itfelf.

The Gommons refolved iikewife to take the ma¬

nagement of Fitzharris's affair out of the hands
of the Court : So they carried to the Lords bar
an impeachment againft him, which was rejetfted
by the Lords upon a pretence with which Lord
Nottingham furnifhed themj It was this : Ed¬
ward the third had got fome Commoners to be
condemned by the Lords ; of which when the
Houfe of Gommons complained, an order was
made, that no fuch thing ftiould be done for the
future. Now that related only to proceedings at
the King's fuit : But it could not be meant, that
an impeachment from the Commons did not lie
againft a Commoner. Judges, Secretaries of
State, and the Lord Keeper were often Common¬
ers : So if this was good law, here was a certain
method offered to the Court, to be troubled no
more with impeachments, by employing only
Commoners. In fhort, the Peers faw the defign
of this impeachmentj and were refolved not to
receive it : And fo made ufe of this colour to

rejeét it. Upon that the Commons paft a vote,
that juftice was denied them by the Lords : And
they alfo voted, that ail thofe who concurred in
any fort in trying Fitzharris in any other Court
were betrayers of the liberties of their Coi]ntry.
By thefe fteps which they had already made the
King faw what might be expeéted from them :
So very fuddenly, and not very decently, he came
to the Houfe of Lords, the Crown being carried
between his feet in a fedan : And he put on his
robes in hafte, without any previous notice, and
called up the Commons, and diffolved the Parlia-
ment -, and went with fuch hafte to Windfor, that
it looked as if he was afraid of the crouds that

A great this meeting had brought to Oxford,
change in Immediately upon this the Court took a new
affairs. p]y . and tnings went in another channel : Of

which I go next to give as impartial an account,
as
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as I have hitherto given of the plot, and of ail i68r.
that related to it. At this time the diftinguifh-
ing names of Whig and Tory came to be the de-
nominations of the parties. I have given a full
account of ail errors during this time with the
more exabtnefs, to warn pofterity from falling in-
to the like exceffes, and to make it appear how
mad and fatal a thing it is to run violently into a
torrent, and in a heat to do thofe things which
may give a général difguft, and to fet précédents
to others, when times turn, to juftify their ex¬
ceffes, by faying they do only follow the fteps of
thofe who went before them. The fhedding fo
much blood upon fuch doubtful evidence was like
to have proved fatal to him who drove ail thefe
things on with the greateft fury : I mean the Earl
of Shaftfbury himfelf. And the ferange change
that appeared over the Nation with relation
to the Duke, from fuch an eager profecution
of the Exclufion, to an indecent courting and
magnifying him, not without a vifible coldnefs
towards the King in comparifon of him, fhewed
how little men could build on popular heats, which
have their ebbings and flowings, and their hot
and cold fits, almoft as certainly as feas or fe-
vers have. When fuch changes happen, thofe
who have been as to the main with the fide that
is run down, wili be charged with ail the errors
of their fide, how much foever they may have
oppofed them. I who had been always in diftrufl
of the witneffes, and diffatisfied with the whole
methôd of proceedings, yet came to be fallen on
not only in pamphlets and poems, but even irt
fermons, as if I had been an incendiary, and a
main ftickler againft the Court, and in particular
againft the Duke. So upon this I went into a
clofer retirement : And to keep my mind from
running after news and affairs, I fet myfelf to the
ftudy of Philofophy and Algebra. I diverted my-
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x68i. felf with many procédés in Chymiftry : And I

hope î went into the beft exercifes, from which I
had been much diverted by the buftling of a great
town in fo hot a time. I had been much trufted

by both fides : And that is a very dangerous ftate l
for a man may corne upon that to be hated and
fufpeéted by both. 1 withdrew much from ail con-
verfation : Only î liVëd ftill in a particular confi¬
dence with thé Lords Effex and Ruftfel.

The The King fet out a déclaration for fatisfying hïs
Kmg's de- péople. He reckoned up in it ail the hard thingsclaration. jlag j3een gone by the three laft Parliaments %

and fet out their undutiful behaviour to himfelf in

many inftancés : Yet in conclufion he afïured his
good fubjects, that nothing fhould ever alter his
affedlion to the Protefbant Religion as eftablifhed
by law, nor his love to Parliaments : For he would
have ftill fréquent Parliaments. When this paft
in Côuncil, the Archbifhop of Canterbury moved,
that an order fhould be added to it, requiring the
Clergy to publifh it in ail the Çhurches of Eng-
land. : This was looked on as a moft perniçious
precedent, by which the Clergy were made the
heralds to publifh the King's déclarations, which
in fome inftancés might corne to be not only indé¬
cent but mifchievous. An anfwer was writ to the

King's déclaration with great fpirit and true judg-
ment. It was at firft penned by Sidney : But a
new draught was made by Somers, and correfted
by Jones. The fpirit of that fide was now fpent:
So that this, tho' the beft writ paper in ail that
time, yet had no great effebl. The déclaration

Addreffes raifed over England a humour of making addreftes
to the to t}ie King, as it were in anfwer toit., The
^lpart3°^f Grand Juries and the bench of Juftices in the
England. counties, the cities and boroughs, the franchifes

and corporations, many manors, the companies in
towns, and at laft the very apprentices fent up
addreftes. Of thefe fome were more modeftly

penneds
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penned, and only exprefied their joy at the afin-
rances they faw in the King's déclaration -, and v>^v/
concluded, that they upon that dedicated their
lives and fortunes to bis lervice. But tlie greater
number, and the moft acceptable, were thofe who
declared they would adhéré to the unalterable fuc-
ceffion of the Crown in the lineal and légal de-
fcent, and condemned the bill of Exclulion.
Others went higher, and arraigned the late Par¬
lements as guilty of fedition and treafon. Some
reflected feverely on the Non-conformifts -, and
thanked the King for his not repealing that aâ:
of the thirty fifth of Queen Elizàbsth, which
they prayed might be put in exécution. Some of
the addreffes were very high panegyricks, in which
the King's perfon and government were much mag-
nified. Many of thofe who brought thefe up
were knighted upon it : And ail were well treat-
ed at Court. Many zealous heaîths were drunk
among them : And in their cups the old vaîour
and the fwaggèHngs of the Cavaliers feemed
to be revived. The Minifiers faw thro' this, and
that it was an empty noife, and a falfe fhew.
But it vras thought neceffary then to encourage it.
Tho' Lord Halifax coula not reflrain himfelf
from ihewing his contempt of it, in a faying that
was much repeated : He faid, the petitioners for
a Parliament fpit in the King's face, but the ad-
dreiïèrs fpit in his mouth. As the country fent
up addreffes, fo the town fent down pamphlets of
ali forts, to poflefs the Nation much againft the
late Parliament : And the Clergy ftruck up to a
higher note, with fuch zeaî for the Duke's fuccef-
fion, as if a Popifli King had been a fpecial blef-
fing from heaven, to be mucli îongèd for by a
Proteftant Church. They likewife gave themfelves
fuch a loofe againft Non-conformifts, as if nothing
was fo formidable as that party : So that in ali
their fermons Popery was quite forgot, and the

fore-1
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1681. force of their zeal was turned almoft wholly againft
l/VV ^e Diffenters ; who were now by order from the

Court to be proceeded againft according to law.
There was alfo a great change made in the com-
miflions ail England over : None were left either
on the Bench, or in the Militia, that did not with
zeal go into the humour of the Court. And fuch
of the Clergy as would not engage in that fury,
were cried out upon as the betrayers of the Church,
and as fecret fàvourers of the Diflènters. The
truth is, the numbers of thefe were not great :
One obferved right, that, according to the
proverb in the Gofpel, tc where the carcafe is,
" the Eagles will be gathered together The
fcent of préferment will draw aipiring men af-
ter it.

Fitz-^ Fitzharris's trial came on in Eafter Term :

tria"S S Scroggs was turned out, and Pemberton was made
Chief Juftice. His rife was fo particular, that
it is worth the being remembred : In his youth
he mixed with fuch lewd company, that he quickly
fpent ail he had ; and ran fo deep in debt that he
was caft into a jayl, where he lay many yeàrs :
But he followed his ftudies fo clofe in the jail, that
he became one of the ableft men of his profeffion.
He was not wholly for the Court : He had been
a Judge before, and was turned out by Scroggs's
means : And now he was raifed again, and was-
afterwards made Chief Juftice of the other Bench :
But not being compliant enough, he was turned
out a fécond time, when the Court would be ferved
by none but by men of a thorough-paeed obfe-
quioufnefs. Fitzharris pleaded the impeachment
in Parliament : But fince the Lords had thrown
that out it was over-ruled. He pretended he
could difcover the fecret of Godfrey's murder :
He faid, he heard the Earl of Danby fay at Wind-
for, that it muft be done : But when the Judge
told the Grand Jury, that what was faid at Windfor
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tdid not lie before them, Fitzharris immëdiàtely i68ii
faidj he had heard him fay thé famé thing at Whitë-
hall. This was very grofs : Yet upon fo flight an
evidence they found the bill againft the Lord
Danby. And when they were reproached with it,
they faid a dubious evidence was a fufficient ground
for a Grand Jury : Yet another dodlrine was fet
up by the famé fort of men within a few months.

Plunket, the Popifh Primate of Armagh, was Pldnlcefe
at this time brought to his trial. Some lewd Irifh p°dnlîl
Priefts, and others of that Nation, hëâring that condemn-
England was at that timë difpofed to hearken to ed and
good fwearers, thought themfelves well qualified execaceL
for the employaient : So they came Over to fwear,
that there was a great plot in Ireland, to bring
over a French army, and to maffacre ali thé Eng-
lifh. Thé witneffes were brutal and profiigate
men : Yet the Earl of Shaftfbury cheriftied them
much : They were examined by the Parliament at
Weftminfter : And what they faid was believech
Upon that encouragement it was reckoned that we
fhould have witneiTes come over in whole corn-

panies. Lord Effex told me, that this Plunket
was a wife and fober man, who was always in 4
différent intereft from the two Talbots ; the one of
thefe being the titular Archbiftiop of Dublin, ànd
the other raifed afterwards to be Duke of Tircon-
nell. Thefe were médling and faétious men ;
whereas Plunket was for their living quietly, and
in due fubmiffion to the gGvernmënt, withbut ën-
gaging into intrigues of State. Some of thefe
Priefts had been cenfured by him for their lev.d-
nefs : And they dréw others to fwealr as they ci-
reéted them. They had appëared thé winter be¬
fore upon a bill offëred to the Grand Jury : But
as the foreman of the jury, who was a zealous
Proteftant, told mé, they contradidled One ano¬
ther fo evidently, that they would not find the
bill. But now they laid their ftory bettër toge-
ther, and fwore againft Plunket, that he had got

Vol» IL L a great
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16-8.1. a great bank of çioney to be prepared, and that

WA' he had an army lifted, and was in a correfpon-
dence with France to bring over a fteet from thence.
He had nothing to fay in his own defence, but to
deny ali : So he was condemjaed ; and fuffered very
decently, expreffing himfelf in many particulars as
became a Biihop. Fie died denying every thing
that had been iworn againft him.

pitzharris was tried next : And the proof was
fo fuil that he was caft. Fie moved in Court
that F might be ordered to corne to him, upon
what reafon 1 could never imagine : A rule was
made that I might fpeak to him in the prefence
of the Lieutenant of the Tower. I wrent to him,
and preffed him vehementiy to tell the truth, and
not to deceive himfelf with falfe hopes. I chars:-i o

ed him with the improbabilities of his difrovery -,
and laid home to him the fin of perjury, chiefiy in
rnatters of blood, fo fully, that the Lieutenant of
the Tower made a very juft report of it to the
King, as the Ring himfelf told me afterwards.
When he faw there was no hope, he faid the Lord
Howard was the author of the libel. Floward
was fo ill thought of, that, it being known that
there was a familiarity between Fitzharris and him,
it was apprehended from the beginnîng that he
was concerned in it. I had feen him in Lord
Floward's company, and had told him how indé¬
cent it was to have fuch a man about him : He
faid he was in want, and was as honeft as his Re-v
ligion would fulFer him to be. I found ont af-

'

terwards, that he was a fpy of the Lady Portf-
mouth's : And that he had carried Lord Howard
to her : And, as Lord Howard himfelf told me, fhe
brought th e King to talk with him twice or thrice. x
The King» as he faid, entered into a particular
fcheme with him of the new frame of his Mini-
ffry in care cf an agreement, which feemed to him
to be very Lear. As foon as I faw the libel, I was
Ltisfred that Lord Howard was not concerned in

it :
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ic : It was fo ill drawn, and fo little difguifed in 1681.
the treafonable part, tirât none but a man of the
loweft form could be capable of making it. The
report of Lord Howard's being chargée! with this
was over the whole Town a day before any warrant
was fent out againft him -, .which made it appear,
that the Court had a mind to give him time ta
go out of the way. He came to me, and folemnly
vowed he was not at ail concerned in that matter :

So I advifed him not to ftir from home. He was

committed that night : I had no liking to the
man's temper : Yet he inlinuated himfelf fo into
me, that without being rude to him it was not pof-
fible to avoid him. He was a man of a pleafant
conversation : But he railed fo indecently both at
the King and the Clergy, that I was very uneafy
in his company : Yet now, during his imprifon-
ment, I did him ail the fervice I could. But Al¬
gernoon Sidney took his concerns and his family
fo to heart, and managed every thing relating to
him with that zeal, and that care, that none but a
monfter of ingratitude could have made him the
return that he did afterwards. When the bill
againft Lord Howard was brought to the Grand
Jury, Fitzharris's wife and maid were the two
witnefies againft him : But they did fo evidently
forfwear themfelves. that the Attorney General
withdrew it. Lord Howard lay in the Tower till
the Michaelmas term -, and carne out by the Habeas
Corpus. I went no more to Fitzharris : But Haw- Praftices
kins the Minifter of the Tower took him into his uponïuz-

narris Et

management -, and prevailed with him not only to ^ ^eath,
deny ail his former difeovery, but to lay it on
Clayton, Treby, and the Sheriffs, as a Suborna¬
tion of theirs, tho' it was évident that was impoffi-
ble to be true. Yet at the famé time he writ let-
ters to his wife, who was not then admitted to
him, which 1 faw and read, iti which he told her,
how he was praélifed upon v/ith the hopes of life.
Fie charged her to fwear falfly againft noue : One
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1681. of thefe was wric that very morning in which hë

fufFered : And yet before he was led ont he figned
â new paper contaïning the former charge of hib¬
ernation, and put it in Hawkins's hands. And
at Tyburn he referred ail he had to fay to that
paper, which was immediately publifhed : But the
falfhood of it was lo very notorious, that it fhewed
what a fort of a man Hawkins v/as : Yet he was

foon after rewarded for this with the Deanry of
Chichefter. But when the Court heard what Iet-
ters Fitzharris had writ to his wife they were con-
founded : And ail further difcourfe about him was

ftifled. But the Court pradtifed on lier by the
promife of a penfion fo far, that fhe delivered up
her hufband's letters to them. But fo many had
feen them before that, that this bafe pracftice turn-
ed much to the reproach of ail their proceedings.

AFrote- Soon after this Dugdale, Turbervill, Smith, and
fiant plot, the Irifh witneffes came under another manage¬

ment ; and they difcovered a plot laid againft the
King to be executed at Oxford. The King was to
be killed, and the government was to be changed,
One Colledge, a Joyner by trade, was an adtive
and hot man, and came to be known by the name
of the Proteftant Joyner. He was firft feized on t
And the witneffes fwore many treafonable fpeeches
againft him : He was believed to hâve fpoken ont
with great indecency of the King, and with a fort
of threatning, that they would make him pafs the
bill of Exclufion. But a defign to feize on the
King was fo notorious a falfhood, that notwith-
itanding ail that the witneffes fwore the Grand
Jury returned Ignoramus upon the bill. Upon
"this the Court cried out againft the Juries now re¬
turned, that they would not do the King jufticey
tho' the matter of the bill was fworn by witneffes
whofe teftimony was well believed a few months
before: It was commonly faid, thefe Juries would
believe every thing one way, and nothing the
ether. If they had found the bill, fo that Colledge

7 had
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fiad been tried upon it, he would have been cer- 1.68 l.
tainly faved : But fince the witneffes fwore that he
went to Oxford on that delign, he was friable
there. North went to Oxford, Colledge beiog Colledge
carri'ed thither : And he tried him there. North's condemn-
behaviour in that whole matter was fuch, that pro- ed, and
bably, if he had lived to fee an impeaching Par- T uPGn
liament, he might have felt the ill effe&s of it.
The witneffes fwore feveral treafonable words

againft Colledge, and that his coming to Oxford
was in order to the exécuting thefe : So here was
an over-ad. Colledge was upon a négative : So
he had nothing to fay for himfelf, but to fhew how
little crédit was due to the witneffes. He was con-

demned, and fuffered with great conftancy, and
with appearances of dévotion. He denied ail the
treafonable matter that had been fworn againft
him, or that he knew of anyplot againft the King.
He confeffed, that a great heat of temper had car-
ried him to many undutiful exprefiions of the
King : But he protefted he was in no defign againft
him. And now the Court intended to fet the wit¬
neffes to fwear againft ail the hot party -, which
was plainly murder in them, who belleved them
falfe witneffes, and yet made ufe of them to de-
ftroy others. One paffage happened at Colledge's
trial, which quite îunk Dugdaie's crédit : It was
objefted to him by Colledge, to take away his
crédit, that, when by his lewdnefs he had got the
French Pox, he to cover that gave it out that he
was poifoned by Papifts : Upon which he, being
then in Court, protefted folemnly that he never
had that difeafe ^ and faid, that if it could be prov-
ed by any phyfician that he ever had it, he was
content that ail the evidence he had ever given
Ihould be difcredited for ever. And he was taken
at his word : For Lower, who was then the moft
cel'ebrated. phyfician in London, proved at the
Council-board that he had been under cure in His
hands for that difeafe ^ which was made out both

L .3 ; by
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j68i. by hîs bills, and by the Apothecary that. ferved

•s—-v-—' them. So he was never more heard of.
Shafiibury The Earl of Shaftfbury was committed next,
ftat to the feijt to the Tower upon the evidence of the
j. ûw^fo ' *

Irifh witneiTes. His papers were at the famé time
feized on and fearched : - Nothing material v/as
found among them, but a draught of an affocia-
tion, by which the King, if it had taken place,
would have reigned only at the difcretion of the
party. This was neither writ, nor niarkëd in any
place with his iland : But, when there was a taik of
an afiociation, fome had formed this paper, and
brought it to him ; of which he always profefled,
after the matter was over, that' he remembred no¬

thing at ail. So it is probable, that, as is ordi-
nary when any great bufinefs is before the Parlia-
ment that zealous men are at the doors with their
feveral draughts, this was one of thefe caft care-
lefsly by, and not thought on by him when he
had fent his more valuable papers out of the way.
There v/as likewife but one witnefs that could

Twear to its being found there : And that was the
Clerk of the Coiincil, who had perufed thofe pa¬
pers without marking them in the prefence of
.any witnefs, as taken among Lord Shaftfbury's
papers.

ï»ra£Hces There was ail this fûmmer ftrange pradtifing
ypon wit-" with witneiTes to fin'd more matter againft him :
iie#es, Wilkinfon, a prifoner for debt that had been often

with him, was dealt with to acçufe him. The
Court had found out two folicitors to manage fuch
matters, Burton and Graham, who were indeed
fitter men to have ferved in a court of inquifition
than in a légal government. It was known, that
Lord Shaftfbury was apt to talk very freely, and
without difcretion : So the two folicitors fgught
out ail that had frequented his company ; and triéd
what they could draw from them, not by a bare-
faced fubprnation, but by telling them, they knew
T/ell that Lord Shaftfbury had talked fuch and
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fuch things, which they named, that were plainly 168
treafonable ; and they required them to atteil it, w-y-
if they did ever hear fuch things from hini : And
they made them great promifes upon their telling
the truth. So that they gave hints and made
promifes to fuch as by fwearing boldly would de-
ferve them, and yet kept themfelves ont of dan¬
ger of fubornation, having witneffes in fome cor¬
ner of their chambers that over-heard ail their dif-
courfe. This was their common pradtice, of which
I had a particular account from fome whom they
examined with relation to myfelf. In ail this foui
dealing the King himfelf was believed to be the
chief direélor : And Lord Halifax was thought
deep in it, tho' he always expreffed an abhorrence
of fuch practices to me.

His refentments wrought fo violently on him, r was
that he feemed to be gone off from ail his former offere
notions. He preffed me vehemently to accent of Pref"er

-
. m c p t

preferment at Court -, and faid, il I would give
him leave to make promifes in my name, he could
obtain for me any preferment 1 pleâfed.. But I
would enter into no engagements. I was con-
tented with the condition I was in, which was
above necefîity, tho' below en-vy : The mafterfhip
of the Temple was like to fall, and I liked that
better than any thing elfe. So both Lord Hali¬
fax and Lord Clarendon moved the King in it.
He promifed I fhould have it. Upon which lord
Halifax carried me to the King. I had reafon to
believe, that he was highly difpleafed with me for
what 1 had done a yèar before. Mrs. Roberts,
whom he had kept for Tome time, fent for me
when fne was a dying : I faw her oîten for fome
weeks, and among other things I defired her to
write a letter to the King, expreding the fenfe fhe
had of her paft life : And at her defire I drew
fuch a letter, as might be fit for her to write : But
fhe never had ftrength enough to write it : So
upon that I rèfolved to write a very plain letter

L 4 to
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?68x. t'Q the King ; I fet before him his paft life, and

the effeéts it had on the Nation, with the judg-
ments of God that lay on him, whiçh was but a
fmail part of the punifhment that he might look
for < I prefîèd him upon that earneftly to change
the whole courfe of his life : I çarried this letter
to Chiffinch's on the twenty ninth of January -y
and told the King in the letter, that I hoped the
refieftions on what had befallen his Father on the
thirtieth of January, might move him to confi-
der thefe things more carefiilly. Lord Arran hap-
pened to be then in waiting : Apd he came to me
next day, and told me, he'was fure the King had
a long letter frcm me -, for he held the candie to
him while he read it : He knew at ail that dif-
tance that it was my hand : The King read it
twice pver, and then threw it into the fîre : And
not long after Lord Arran took occafipn to name

_ me : And the King fpoke of me with great fharp-
nefs : So he perceived that he was not pleafed with
my letter. Nor was the King pleafed with my be-
ing lent for by Wilmot Earl of Rochefter, when
he died : He fancied, that he had told me many
things,. of whiçh I might make an ill ufe : Yet
he had read the book that I v/rit concerning him,

Halifax anj fpoke well of it. In this ftate I was in theçarned j^jnp-'s thouo;hts, when Lord Halifax carried me
■me to the ,!? . . .

£ing, to him, and introduçed me with a very extraor-
dinary complément, that he did not bring me to
the King to put me in his good opinion, fo much
as to put the King in my gocd opinion : And
added3 he hoped that the King would not only
take me into his favpur^ but into his heart. The
King had a peculiar faculty of faying obliging
things with a very good grâce : Among other
things he faid, he knew that, if 1 pleafed, 1 could
ferve him very cpnfiderably j and that he defired
îiq fervïçe from me longer than he continuée! true
to the Church and to the Law. Lord Halifax

dpon that added, that the King knew hç ferved
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film on the famé terms, and was to make his ftops. 1681,
The King and he fell into fome difcourfe about Re- w-y»».,
îigion, Lord Halifax faid to the King, that he
was the head of the Church : Towhich the King
anfwered, that he did not defire to be the head of
nothing j for indeed he was of no Churçh. From
that the King run out into much difcourfe about
Lord Shaftfbury, who was fhortly to be tried : He
complained with great fcorn of the imputation of
fubornation that was caft on himfelf. He faid, he
did not wonder that the Eari of Shaftfbury, who
was fo guiity of thofe pra&ices, fhquld faften them
on others. The difcourfe lafted half an hour very
hearty and free : So I was in favour again. But H
î could not hold it. I was told I kept iil Com¬
pany : The perfons Lord Halifax named to me
were the Earl of Effex, Lord Riilfel, and Jones,
But I faid, I would upon no çonfideration give
over converfing with my friends : So I was where
I was before.

A bill of indiétment was prefented to the Grand Shaftfbury
Jury againft Lord Shaftfbury. The Jury was u'ua;stt^
compofed of many 01e the chief citizens of Lon- Grand
don. The witneffes were examined in open Court, Jury,
contrary to the ufual euftom : The witneffes fwore
many incredible things againft him, mixed with
other things that looked very Jike his extravagant
way of taiking. The draught of the affociation
was alfo broAght as a proof of his treafon, tho*
it was not laid in the indhftment, and was proved
only by one witnefs, The Jury returned Igno-
ramus upon the bill. Upon this the Court did
declaim with open mouth againft thefe Juriesj in
which they faid the fpirit of the party did appear,
fince men even upon oath fhewed they were re-
folved to. ftnd bills true or Ignoramus, as they
pleafed, without regarding the evidence. And
upon this a new fet of addreffes went round the
Kingdom, in which they expreffed their abhor-
rence of that affociation found in Lord ShaftL

bury's
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16S1. bury's cabinet ; and complainéd, that Juftice was
—v—' denied the King j which were fet off with ail the

fulfom rhetorick that the penners could varnifh
thern with. It was upon this occafion faid, that
the Grand Jury ought to find bills even upon du-
bious evidence, much more when plain treafon
was fworn ; fince ail they did in fînding a bill was
only to bring the perfon to his trial, and then the
falfhood of the wiméfiés was to be dete&ed. But
in defence of thefe Ignoramus Juries it was faid,
that by the exprefs words of their oath they were
bound to make true prefentments of what fhould
appear true to tlïem : And therefore, if they did
not believe the evidence, they could not. find a
bill, tho* fworn to. A book was writ to fupport
that, in which both law and reafon were brought
to confirm it : It paft as Writ by Lord Efiex, tho'
I underftood afterwards it was writ by Sommers,
who was much efteemed and often vifited by Lord
Efiex, and who trufted himfelf to him, and writ
the befi: papers that came out in that time. It
is true, by the praftice that had generally prevail-
ed, Grand Juries were eafy in fînding bills upon
a flight and probable evidence. But it was made
out, that the words of their oath, and the reafon
of the law feeçned to oblige them to make no
prefentments but fuch as they believed to be true.
On the other hand a private fil opinion of a wit-
nefs, or the looking on a matter as incredible,
did not feem to warrant the return of - an Igno¬
ramus : That feemed to belong to the Jury on
life and death. The chief complaint that was
made in the addrefîes was grounded on their not
fînding the bill on the account of the draught of
the afiociation : And this was in many .refpeâs
very unreafonable. For as that was not laid in
the bill, fo there was but one witnefs to prove it ;
nor did the matter of the paper rife up to the
charge of high treafon. And now Dugdale and
Ttu'bervill, who had been the witnefifes upon whofe

evidence
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evidence Lord Stafrord was condemned, being 1681.
witbin a year detecfted, or a: leaft fufpebted of thïs
viilariy, I could not bat reflebt on what he laid to
me, that he was confident I fhould fee within à
year that the witne.fïes would be found to be
rognes.

As to Turbervilf, what happened foon after tîiis 16S2.
wiir perhaps mitigaté the cenfure : He was taken v*-».
with the fmall-pox in a few days after Lord Turber-
Shaftfh.ury's tria). The fymptoms were fo bad,
that' the phyfician told him he had no h ope of his
recovery : Upon which he compofed himfelf to
die as became a Chriftian, and fentfor Mr. Hewes
the Çurate of St. Martin's, who was a very.wor-
thy man, and from whom I had this account
of him. Turberviil looked on himfelf as a dead
man at the firft time he came to him : But his
difeafe did no way affedl his underftading or his
memory. He feemed to hâve a real fenfe of ano-
ther ftate, and of the account that he was to give to
God for his paft iife. Hewes charged him to exa¬
mine himfelf ; and if he had fworn falfly againft:
any man, to confefs his fin and glorify God, rhô'
to his own fhame; Turberviil, both in difcourfe
and when he received the facramenî^ protefled
that he had fworn rrothing but the truth, in what
he depofed both againft Lord Staftord and the
Earl of Shaftfbury ; and renounced the mercies
of God, and the benefit. of the death of Chrift,
if he did not foeak the plain and naked truth
without any réservation : And he continuée! in
the famé mind to his death. So here were the
iaft words of dying men, againft the laft wrords
of thofe that fùffered. To thismay weli be add-
ed, that one who died of ficknefs, and under a

great depreffion in his fpirits, wàs lefs able to
ftifle his confcience, and refift the ' impreffions that
it might then make on him, than a man who lirf-
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$682. fers on a fcaffold, where the ftrength of the natu»
.V-yw ral fpirits is entire, or radier exalted by the fenfe

of the caufe lie fuffers for. And we know that
confeffion and abfolution in the Church of Rome

give a quiet, to which we do not prétend, where
thefe things are faidto be only minifterial, and not
authoritative. About a year before this Tonge had
died, who firft brought out Oates. They quar-
relied afterwards : And Tonge came to hâve a
very bad opinion of Oates, upon what reafon I
know not, He died with expreiïions of a very
high dévotion : And he protefted to ail who came
to fee him, that he knew of no fubornation in ail
that matter, and that he was guilty of none him-
felf. Thefe things put a mail quite in the dark :
And in this mift matters muft be left, till the
great révélation of ail fecrets. And there I leave

• it : And froni the affairs of England turn to give
an account of what paft in Scotjand during this
diforder among us here.

The af- The Duke behaved himfelf upon his fîrlT going
fairs of to Scotland in fo obliging a manner, that the No-
Çcotlan . anq Gentry, who had been fo long trodden

on by Duke Lauderdale and his party, found a
very fenfible change : So that he gained much on
them ail. He continued ftill to fupport that
fide : Yet things were fo gently carried, that there
was no caufe of complaint. It was vifibly his in-
tereft to make that Nation fure to him, and'to.
give them fuch an eiTay of his government, as
might diffipate ail the hard thoughts of him, with
which the world was poiTeffed : And he purfued
-this for fome time with great temper and as great
fuccefs. He advifed the Bifhops to proceed mo-
derately, and to take no notice of Conventicles in
houfes ; and that would put an end to thofe in
îhe fields. In matters of juftice he fhewed an im¬
partial temper, and encouraged ail propofitions
relating tq trade : And fo3 conhdering how much
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ihat Nation was fet againft his Religion, he made 1682»
a greater progrefs in gaining upon them than was w-vw*
expecfted. He was advifed to hold a Pariiament
there in the fummer eighty one, and to take the
charaéter of the King's Commiffioner upon him-
felf.

A ftrange fpirit of fury had broke loofe on fome '
of the Prefbyterians, calied Cargillites from one
Cargili that had been one of the Minifters of
Glafgow in the former times, and was then very
little conftdered, but now was much followed, to
the great reproach of the Nation. Thefe held
that the King had loft the right'of the Crown by
his breaking the Covenant, which he had fworn
at his Coronation : So they faid, he was their
King no more : And by a formai déclaration they
renounced ail allegiance to him, which a party of
them affixed to the crofs ofDumfreis, a Town
near the weft border. The gnards fell upon a
party of them,. whom they found in arms, where
Cameron one of their furious teachers (from whom
they were alfo calied Cameronians) was killed;
But Hackfton, that was one of the Archbilhop's
murderers, and Cargili were taken. Hackfton,
when brought before the Council, would not own
their authority, nor make any anfwer to their
queftions. He was fo low by reafon of his wounds,
that ip was thought he v/ould die in the queftion
if tortured : So he was in a very fummary way
condemned to have both his hands eut off, and
then to be hanged. Ail this he fuffered with a
conftancy that amazed ail people : Pie feemed to
be ail the while as in an enthufiaftical rapture, and
infenfibie of what was done to" him. When his
hands weré eut off, he aiked, like one unconcern-
ed, if his feet muft be eut off likewife : And he
had fo itrong a heart, that notwithftanding ail the
lofs of blood by his wounds, and the cutting off
his hands, yet when he was hanged up, and his

heart



r58 The His.tory of the Reign
1682. heart eut ont, it continued to palpitate fometime
w-v-w after it vvas on the Hangman's knife, as fome

Eye-witneffes affured me. Cargill, and many
others of that mad fed, hoth men and women,
fuffered wit'h an obftinacy that was fo particular,
that tho' the Duke fent the ofFer of pardon to
them on the Sçaffold, if they wouid only fay God
biefs the King, it was refufed with great negled :

- One of them, a woman, faid very calmly, âbe was
fure God would not biefs him, and that therefore
fhe would not take God's name in vain : Another
faid more iullenly, that fhe would not worfhip
that idol, nor acknowledge any other King but
Chrift : And fo both were hanged. About fifteen
or fixteen died under this delufion, which feemed
to be a fort of madnefs : For they never attempt-
ed any thing againft any perfon : Only they feem¬
ed glad to fuffer for their opinions. The Duke
ftopt that profëcution, and appointed them to be
put in a houfe of corredion, and to be kept at
hard labour. Great ufe was madeof thisbypro-
phane people to difparage the fuffering of the
Martyrs for the Chriftian Faith, from the unfhaken
eorîftancy which thefe frantick people exprefied.
But this is undeniable, that men who die ynain-
taining any opinion, fliew that they are firnfly per-
fuaded of it : So from this the Martyrs of the
firft âge, who died for afferting a matter of fadt,
fuch as the refurredtion of Chrift, or the miracles
that they had feen, fliewed that they were well
perfuaded of the truth of thofe fads*. And that is
ail the ufe that is to be made of this argument,

mentllf Now the time of the fifting of the Farliament
Scodand. drew on. The Duke feeing how great a man the

Earl of Argyle was in Scotland, conduded it was
neceftary for him either to gain him or to ruin
him. Lord Argyle gave him ail poffible afîuran-
ces that he would adhéré to his intereft in every
thing, except in the matters of Religion : But
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added, that if he went to meddle with thefe, he 1682.
owned to him freely that he would oppofe him ail —v*~-
he could. This was well enough taken in fhew :
But Lord Argyle faid, he obferved eVer after that
fuch a vifible coldnefs and diftruft, that he faw what
he might expedt from him. Some moved the ex-
cepting againft the Duke's Commiffion to repre-
fent the King in Parliament, fmce by law no man
could execute any office without taking the oaths :
And above forty members of Parliament promifed
to ftick to Duke Hamilton if he would infift on

that. But Lockhart and Cunningham, the two
lawyers on whofe opinion they depended chiefly,
faid, that a commiffion to reprefent the King's
perfon fell not under the notion of an office : And
lince it was not exprefly named in the a6ts of Par¬
liament, they thought it did not fall within the
général words of " ail places and offices of truft."
So this was laid afide : And many who were of-
fended at it complained of Duke Hamilton's cow-
ardice. He faid for himfelf, he had been in a
ftorm for feven years continuance by his oppofmg
Duke Lauderdalé, and that he would not engage
in a new one with a ftronger party, unlefs he was
fure of the majority : And they were far from pre-
tending to be able to bring matters to near an
equality. The firft adl that paft was one of three
lines, confirming ail the laws formerly made
againft Popery : The Duke thought it would give
a good grâce to ail that fhould be done afterwards,
to begin with fuch a général and cold confirma¬
tion ofail former laws. Some moved, that a Com-
mittee might be appointed to examine ail the for¬
mer laws, (fince fome of them feemed unreafon-
ably fevere, as paft in the firft heat of the Refor¬
mation,) that fo they might draw out of them ail
fuch as might be fit not only to be confirmed,
but to be executed by better and properer me-
thods than thofe prefcribed in the former ftatutes,

2 whîth
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i6§2. which has been ail eluded. But it was not intencF
wvw ed that this new confirmation fhould have any

efFed : And therefore this motion was not heark-
ned to. But the aét was hurried on, and paft.

The next ad was for the unalterablenefs of the
fucceiïion of the Crown. It was declared high
treafon ever to move for any altérations in it. Lord
Argyle ran into this with zeal : So did Duke Ha-
milton : And ail others that intended to merit by
It made harangues about it. Lord Tweedale was
the only man that ventured to move, that the ad
might be made as ftrid as was pofiible with rela¬
tion to the Duke : But he thought it not necefîary
to carry it further -, fince the Queen of Spain ftood
fo near the fucceflion, and it was no amiable thing
to be a Province to Spain. Many were fo igno¬
rant as not to underftand the relation of the Queen
of Spain to the King, tho5 fhe was his niece, and
thought it an extravagant motion. He was not
feconded : And the ad paft without one contra-
didory vote. There was an additional revenue
given for fome years for keeping up more troops.
Some complaints were alfo made of the Lords of
regalities, who have ail the forfeitures and the
power of life and death within their regalities. It
was upon that promifed, that there fhould be a ré¬
gulation of thefe Courts, as there was indeed great
caufe for it, thefe Lords being fo many tyrants
np and down the country : So it - was intended
to fubjeâ: thefe jurifdi£tions to the fupream Ju-
dicatories. But the ad was penned in fuch
words, as imported that the whole courfe of
juftice ail over the Kingdom was made fub-
jed to the King's will and pleafure : So that in-
Itead ofappeals to the fupream Courts, ail was made
to end in a perfonal appeal to the King : And by
this means he was made mafter of the whole
juftice and property of the Kingdom. There was
not much time given to eonfider things : For the

Dukej
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Duke, finding that he was màfter of a cleaf rriajo- 1682.
rity, drove on every thing faft, and put bilis on v
a very fhort debate £0 the vote, which went ai--
ways as he had a mind to have it. An accident
hapned, that begot in many a particular zeal to
merit at his hands : Lord Rothes, who had much
of his confidence, and was chiefly trufted by him,
and was made a Duke by his means, died the day
before the opening of the Parliament : So upon
the hopes of fucceeding him, as there were many
pretenders, they tried who could deferve it beft by
the moft compliant fubmiffion and the moft aélive
zeal.

As they were going on in publick bufinefs, one Semai
ftood up in Parliament and accufed Lord Halton, accufaci-
Duke Lauderdale's brother, of perjury, on the?ns0|fffj
account of Mitchell's bufinefs : He had in his ^
hands the two letters that Lord Halton had writ Duke,
to the Earl of Kincardin, mentioning the promife
of life that was made him And, as was told for-
merly, Lord Plalton fwore at his trial that no pro¬
mife was made. The Lord Kincardin was dead a

year before this : But his Lady had delivered thofe
letters to be made ufe of againft Lord Halton.
Upon reading them the matter appeared plain.
The Duke was not ill pleafed to have both Duke
Lauderdale and him thus at mercy : Yet he would
not fuffer the matter to be determined in a parlia-
mentary way : So he moved, that the whole thing
rnignt be referred to the King ; which was imme-
diately agreed to, So that infamous bufinefs was
made publick, and yet ftihed at the famé time :
And no cenfure was ever put on that bafe aétion,
Another difcovery was made of as wicked a con-
fpiracy, tho' it had not fuch bad effedls, becaule
the tools employed in it could not be wrought up
to fuch a determined pitch of wickednefs. The
Lord Bargeny, who was nephew to Duke Plamil-
von, had been çlapt up in prifon, as concefned in

Vql.. II. M the
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1682. the rébellion of Bothwell-Bridge. Several days
-—v—were fîxed on for his trial : Bat it was always put

off. And at laft he was let out without having
any one thing ever objedted to him. When he was
at liberty he uied ail poffible endeavours to find
out on w-hat grounds he had been committed. At
iaft he difcovered a confpiracy, in which. Haï ton
and fome others of that party were concerned :
They had praétiled on fome, who had been in that
rébellion, to fwear that he and feveral others were

erigaged in it, and that they had lent them out to
join in it. They promifed thefe witnefiès a large
fhare of the confifcated eftates, if they went thro5
in the bulinefs. Depofitions were prepared for-
them : And they promifed to fwear them : Upon
which a day was fixed for their triai. But the
hearts-of thofe witneftes faiied them, or their con-
fciences rofe upon them : So that when the day
came on, they could not bring themfelves to fwear
againft an innocent man ; and plainly refufed to
do it : Yet, upon new praétices and new hopes,
they again refoived to fwear boldly : Upon which
new days had been fet twice or thrice. And, their
hearts turriing againft it, they were ftill put off.
Lord Bârgeny had ftill proofs of ail tins ready to
be offered : But the Duke. prevMied to have this
likewife refèrred to the King : And it was never
more heard of. This fhewed what Duke Lauder-
dale's party were capable of. It likewife gave
an ill characfer of tire Duke's zeal for juftice,
and againft falfe fwearing -, tho' that had been
the chief topick of difcourfe with him, for
above three years. He was angry at a fuppoied
praétice with witneffes, when it fell 'upon his own
party : But now that there were évident proofs of
perjury and fubornation, he ftopt proceedings un-
der pretenee of referring it to the King; who was
never made acquainted with it, on-at leaft never
enquirëd after the proof of thefe allégations, nor
érdered any proceedingsmpon them.
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The main bufinefs of this Parliament was the 1682.

à£l concerning the new teft that was prôpofed. It
had been promifed in the beginning of the feffion,
that as foon as an aét for maintaining the fuceeffi-
on fhould pafs, they ffiould have ail the fecurity œent„
that they could defire for the Proteftant Religion.
So, many zealous men began to cali for fome more
effedlual fecurity for their Religion : Upon which
a teft was propofed, for ail that fhould be capable
of any office in Church or State, or of eledting or
being elecfted members of Parliament, that they
ffiould adhéré firmly to the Proteftant Religion i
to which the Court party added, the condemning
of ail refiftance in any fort, or under any pretence,
-the renouncing the Covenant, and an obligation
to defend ail the King's rights and prérogatives,
and that they ffiould never meet to treat of any
matter civil or ecclefiaftical, but by the King's per-
miffion, and never endeâvour any altération in the
government in Church or State : And they were to
fwear ail this according to the literal fen.fe of the
words. The teft was thus loaded' at firft to make
the other fide grovv weary ol the motion and let it
fall, which they would willingly have done. But
the Duke was made to apprehend, that he would
find fuch a teft as this prove much for his fervice :
So it feems, that article of the Proteftant Religion
was forgiven, for the fervice that was expedted
from the other parts of the teft. There was a hot
debate upon the impofmg it on ail that might deét
or be eledted members of Parliament : It was faid,
that was the moft eilèntial of ail the privilèges of the
fubjedts, therefore they ought not to be limited in
it. The Biffiops were earneft for this, which they
thought would fecure them for ever from a Prefby-
terian Parliament. It was carried in the vote :

And that made many of the Court more zealous
than ever for carrying thro' the adt. Some pro-
pofed that there fhould be two tefts : One for Fa-

M 2 pifts
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s with higher incapacities : And another for
ibyterians with milder cehfurës. But that was

• cc'ted with much fcorn, fome making their Court
by iaying, t'hey were more in danger froni the
Prefbytenans than from the Papifts : And it was
reported that Paterfon, then Bifnop of Edinburgh,
faid to the Duke, that he thought the two Religi¬
ons, Popifh and Proteftant, were fo equaliy ftated
in his mind, that a few grains of loyalty, in which
the Proteftants had the better of the Papifts, turn-
ed the balance with him. Another claufe in the
bill was liable to great objeélions : Ail the Royal
Family were excepted out of it. Lord Argyle
fpoke zealoufly againft this : Pie faid, the only
danger we could apprehend as to Popery was, if
any of the Royal Family fhould ftappen to be per-
verted : Therefore he thought it was better to have
no acl at ail than fuch a claufe in it. Some few
feçonded him : But it was carried without any con-
fiderable oppofition. The niceft point of ail was,
what définition or ftandard fhould be made for
fixing the fenfe of fo général a term, as the Pro¬
teftant Religion. Dalrymple propofed the con-
fëiïicTn of faith agreëd on in the year one thoufand
five hundred fifty nine, and enadfed in Parliament
in one thoufand five hundred fixty feven, which
was the only confeftion of faith that had then the
fanftion of a law. That was a book fo worn out

of ufe, that fc'arce any one in the whole Parliament
had ever read it : None of the Bifhops had, as ap-
peared afterwards. Forthefe laft thirty years, the
only confeftion of faith that was read in Scotland,
was that which the afiembly of divines at Weft-
m in fier Anno 1648 had fet out, which the Scotéh
Kirk had fet up inftead of the old one : And the
Bifhops had le'ft it in pofleftlon, tho' the authority
that enaëled. it was annulled. So here a book was

made tire matter of an oath, ("for they were to
fwear that they wouM adhéré to the Proteftant Re¬

ligion,
2
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Jigion, as it was declared in the confeffion offaith.
enacted in the year 1567, tllat contained, a large;
fyftem of Religion, that was not 1o much as
known to thole who ena&ed it:) Yet the Bifhops
went ail into it. Dalrymple, who had read it,
thought there were propofitions in it, which being
better confidered, would make the teft be lët 1 al i :
For in it the repreffing of tyranny is reckoned a
duty ineumbent on good fubjeéts. And the con-
feffion being made ai ter the écots had depofed thé
Queen Regent, and it being râtified in Parliament
aiter they had rorced their Queen Mary to refign,
it was very plain what they, who made and enaéted
this confeffion, meant by the repreffing of tyranny.
But the Duke and his party fet it on fo Carne ici y,
that upon one day's debate the act paft, tho' only
by a majority oi fe-ven voices. There was fbme
appearance of fecurity to the Proteftant Religion
by this teft : But the prérogative of the Crown in
ecclefiaftical matters had been raifed fo high by
Duke Lauderdale's aét, that the obliging ail people
to maintain that with the reft of the prérogative,
might hâve made way for every thing. Ail ecck-
fraftical Courts iivbfifted now by this teft, onîy up.-
on the King's permiffion, and. at his diferétion.

The Parliament of Scotland was difiblved foon
after this act paft : And Hy de was fent down froiTi
the King to the Duke immediately upon it. It
was given ont, that he was lent by the King ty
prefs the Duke upon this vittory to ftrew, that
what il) ufage could not extort from him hp would
now do <of his own accord, and retu.rn to the
Church of England. I was aftlfred, that Lord
Halifax had prevaiied with the King to write to
him to that purpofe : The letter was writ, but
was not fent : But Lord Hyde had it in charge to
manage it as a meffage. Hov/ much of this is
|:rue I cannot tell : One thing is certain, that if it
Was tr,ue? it had no effect.

M' 3 As:
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1682. As foon as the teft with the confeffibn of faith

was printed, there was a univerfal murmuring
among the beft of the Clergy. Many were againft
the fwearing to a fyftem mâde up of fo many pro-
pofitions, of which fome were at Iea.fl doubtful ;
tho' it was foimd to be much more moderate in

many points, thari couîd. have been well expedted
confidering the heat of that tîme. There was a li¬
mitation put on the duty of fubjedls in the article,
by which they were required not to refift any whorn
God had placed in authority in thefe words,
44 While they pafs not the bounds of their ofhce
And in another they condemned thofe who refift
the fupream power 44 Doing that thing which ap-

Objefti- 44 pprtaineth to liis charge/' Thefe were propo-
ons made fitions now of a very ill found ; They were alfq
10 me teiï. j^gpjy offended at the great extent of the préroga¬

tive in the point of fupremacy, by which the King
tprned Bifhops ont at pleafure by a letter. ït was
hard enough to bear this : But it feemed intolé¬
rable to oblige men by oath to maintain it. The
King might by a Proclamation put down even
Epifcopacy it feif, as the law then ftood : And by
this oath they would be bound to maintain that.
Ail meeting in Synods, or for Ordinations, were
hereafter to be held only by permiffion : So that ali
the vilible wrays of preferving Religion depenaed
now wholly on the King's good pleafure : And
they law that this would be a very feeble tenure un-
der a Popifh King. The being tied to ail this by
oath feemed very hard. And when a Cfcurch was
yet, in fo imperfebt a ftate, without liturgy or difci-
jpline, it was a {frange impoiition to make people
fwear never to endeavour any altération either in
Çhurçh or State. Sorne or ail of thefe exceptions
did run fo generaîîy thro' the whole body of the
Dlergy, that they were ail fhaking in their refolu-
tions. To prevent this, an explan at ion was dra'wn
by Biihcp Paterfop, and paft in Council. It was
by it deçîared, that it was not meant that' thofe
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who took the teft fhould be bound to every article 1682.
in the confefïion of faith, but only in fô far as it
contained the dodtrine upon which the Proteftant
Churclies had fettled the reformation : And that
the teft did not eut off thofe rights, which were
acknowledged to have been in the primitive
Church for the firft three hundred years after
Chrift : And an affurance was given, that the King
intended never to change the government of the
Church. By this it was pretended that the greateft
difficultés were now removed. But to this it tvas

anfwered, that they were to fwear they took the
oath in the literal fenfe of the words. So that, if
this explanation was not conform to the literal
fenfe, they would be perjured who took it upon
this explanation. The impofers of an oath could
only déclaré the fenfe of it : But that could not
be done by any other, much lefs by a lower au-'
thority, fuch as the privy Councils was con-
feffed to be. Yet when men are to be undone if
they do not fubmit to £*hard law, they willingly
catch at any thing that feems to refolve their
doubts.

About eighty of the moft learned and pious 6fMany
their Clergy left ail rather than comply with the turnéd
terms of this law : And thefe were noted to be theout for.
beft preachers, and the moft zealous enemies to calun§
Popery, that belonged to that Church. The Bi-
fhops, who thought their refufmg the teft was a
reproach to thofe who took it, treated them with
much contempt, and put them to many hardfhips.
About twenty of them came up to England : ï
found them men of excellent terripers, pious and
learned, and I efteemed it no fmall happinefs that
I had then fo much crédit by the ill opinion they
had of me at Court, that by this means I got moft _

of them to be well fettled in England -, where they
have behaved themfelves fo worthily, that ï. have
great reafon to rejoice in being made an inftrument
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1682. to get fo many good men, who fuffered for thelr

confciences, to be again well employed, and weli
provided for. Moft of them were formed by
Charteris, who had been always a great enemy to
the imppfing of books and fyftems, as tefts that
muft be figncd and fworn, by fuch as are admitted
to ferve in the Church. He had been for fome

years Divinity Profeftor at Edinburgh, where he
had formed the minds of many of the young Cler-
gy both to an excellent temper and to a fet of very
go^d principles. He upon this retired, and lived
private for fome years: He writ to me, and gave
me an account of this breach, that was like to be
in the Church -, and defired, that I would try by
ai the methods I couid think of to ftop the pro-
ceedings upon the tefb. But the King had put the
affairs of Scotland fo entirely in the Duke's hands,
and the Bifhops here were fo pleafed with thofe
claufes in the teft, that renounced the covenant
and aft endeavours for any altération in Church
and State, that I faw it was in vain to make any
attempt at Court.

Arçîîe.'s Upon this matter an incident ofgreat importance
cxpiana- ; The Earl of Argile was a privy Coun-

fejior, and one of the Commiftioners of the Trea-
fury : So when the time limited was near lapfing
he was forced to déclaré himfelf. Ile had once re-

folved to retire from ail employments, but his en¬
gagements with Duke Lauderdaîe's party, and the
entanglements of his own affairs overcame that.
Elis main objeétion lay to that part which obliged
them to endeavour no altération in the Governr
ment in Church or State, which he thought was a
limitation of the LegiOature. He defired leave to
explain himfelf in that point : And he continued
always to afffrin, that the Duke was fatisfied with
that which he propofed : So being callecl on the
îiext day at the Council table to take the teft, he
faid, he did not think that the Parîiament did jp-
tend an oath that flipuld have any contradiclions in

pne



of King Charles II. 169
one part of it to another; therefore he took the 1682.
teft, as it was confident with it felf ; (This reiated
to the abfolute loyaity in the ted, and the limita¬
tions that were on it in the confeffion :) And he
.added, that he did not intend to bind himfelf up
by it from doing any thing in his dation for the
amending of any thing in Church or State, fo far
as was confident with the Procédant Religion and
the duty of a good fubjeâ: : And he took that as a
part of his oath. The thing pad, and he fat that
day in Cou.ocil ; and went next day to the Trea-
fury cham'ber, v/here he repeared the famé words.
Some officions people upon this came, and fugged-
ed to the Duke, that great advantage might be
taken againd him from thefe words. So at the
Treafury chamber he was defired to write them
down, and give them to the Clerk, which he did, -
and was immediately made a prifoner in the Cadle
of Edinburgh upon it. It was faid, this was high De was
treafon, and the affuming to himfelf the législative
power, in his giving a fenfe of an adl of Parlia- Jp(m ^
ment, and making that a part of his oath. It was
alfo faid, that his laying that he did not think the
Parliament intended an oath that did contradidf it

felf, was a tacit way of faying that he did think it,
and was a defaming and a fpreading lies of the
proceedings of Parliament, which was capital.
The iiberty that he referved to himfelf was iike-
wife calied treafonable, in affuming a power tô a«5t
againd law : Thefe were fuch apparent ftretches,
îhat for fome days it was believed ail this was dpne
only to affright him to a more abfolute fubmiffion,
and to lurrender up fome of thofe great jur'ifdiéti-
ons over the Highlands that were in his farnily,
He defired he might be admitted to fpeak with the
Duke in private : But that was refufed. He had
let his old correfpondence with me fall for fome
years : But I thought it became me in this extre-
mity to ferve him ail I could. And I prevaiîed
with l^ord jfialjfax to fpeak fo oft to the King

' .Korr
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1682. aboutit, that it came to be known : And Lord

lie writ me fome letters of thanks upon it.
e Lauderdale was ftili in a firm friendfhip with

him, and tried his whole ftrength with the King to
preferve him : But ne was finking both in body
and mind, and was like to be caft off in his old
âge. Upon which I alfo prevai'led with Lord Ha»
lifax to offer him his fervice, for which Duke Lau¬
derdale fent me very kind meflages. I thought
thefe were the only returns that l onght to make
him for all-the injuries he had done me, thus to
ferve him and his friends in diftrefs. But the Duke
of York took this, as he didevery thing from me,
by the worft handle poffible. He faid, I would
reconcile my felf to the gréateft enemies I had in
oppofition to him. Upon this it was not thought
fit upon many accounts - chat I fhould go and fee
Duke Lauderdale, which I had intended to do.
It was well known î had done him aéis of friend-
fhip : So the fcandal of being in enmity with him
was over : For a Chrifiian is no man's enemy :
And he will always ftudy to overcome evil with
good.

Argile is Lord Argile was brought to a trial for the wprds
tried and he had fpoke. The Fa£t was certain : So the de-
condeœn- pate }ay jn a p0int of law, what guilt could be

made out of his words. Lockhart pleaded three
hours for him, and fhewed fo manifeftly that his
words had nothing criminal, much lefs of treafon
in them, that, if his caufe had not been determined
before his trial, no harm could have corne to him,
The Court that was to judge the point of law (or
the relevancy of the libel as it5s called in Scotland)
confifted of a Juftice General, the Juftice Clerk,
and of five Judges. The Juftice General does not
vote, unlefs the Court is equally divided. One of
the Judges was deaf, and fo old that he could not
fit ail the while the trial lafted, but went home
and to bed. The other four were equally divided. :
So the old Judge was fent for : And he turnecl it

agaïnft
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ggainfc Lord Argile. The Jury was only to find- 1682,,
the faét proved : But yet they were officious, and
found it treafon : And, ço make a fhew of impar-
tiality, whereas in the iibel he was charged with
perjury for taking the oath falfiy, they acquitted
him of the perjury. No fentence in our âge v/as
more univerfally cried out on than this. Ail peo-
ple fpoke of it, and of the Duke who drove it on,
with horror : Ali that was faid to lefîèn that was,
that Duke Lauderdaie had reftored the family with
fuch an extended jurifdiétion, that he was really
îhe m aller of ail the Highlands : So that it was
fit to attaint him, that by a new reftoring him thefe
grants might be better limited. This, as the
Duke wrote to the King, was ail he intended by
it, as Lord LIalifax affured me. But Lord Argile
was made believe, that the Duke intended to

proceed to exécution. Some more of the guards
were ordered to corne to Edinburgh. Rooms were
alfo fitted for him in the common jayl, to which
Peers ufe to be removed a few days before their
exécution. And a perfon of Quality, whom Lord.
Argile never named, affirmed to him on his honour,
that he heard one, who was in great favour, fay to
the Duke, The thing muft be done, and that it
would be eafier to fatisfy the King about it after
it was done, than to obtain his leave for doing it.
It is certain, many of the Scotch Nobility did be¬
lieve that it was intended he fhould die.

Upon thefe reafons Lord Argiie made his efcape He made
out of the Caille in a aifguife. Others fufpecled his efcape.
t.hofe ilories were fent to him on purpofe to frighten
him to make his efcape ; as that which would -

•juilify further feverities againil him. He camç
to Lohdon, and lurked for fome months there.
|t was thought 1 was in his fecret. But tho5 I
knew one that knew it, and faw many papers that
he then writ, giving an account of ail that mat-
fer, yet I abhorred iying : And it was not eafy to
hâve" kept out of the danger of that, if I had feen
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1682. him, or known where he was : So I avoided it by
—' not feeing him. One that faw him knew him, and

went and told the King of it : But he would have
no fearch made for him, and retained ftiil very
good thoughts of him. In one of Lord Argile's
papers he writ, that, if ever he was admitted to
fpeak with the King, he could convince him how
much he merited at his hands, by that which had
drawn the Duke's indignation on him. He that
Ihewed me this explained it, that at the Duke's
firft being in Scotland, when he apprehended that
the King might have confented to the Exclufion,
he tried to engage Lord Argile to ftick to him in
that cafe ; who told him, he would always be true
to the King, and likewife to him when it fhould
corne to his turn to be King, but that he would go
no farther, nor engage himfelf, in cafe the King and
he fhould quarrel.

I had lived many years in great friendihip with
the Earl of Perth : I lived with him as a father
with a fon for above twelve years : And he had
really the fubmiffions of a child to me. So, he
having been on Lord Argile's Jury, I writ him a
letter about it, with the freedom that I thought be-
came me : He, to merit at the Duke's hands, fhew-
ed it to him, as he himfelf confefîèd to me. I
could very eafily forgive him, but could not efteem
him much after fo unworthy an aétion. Lie was
then afpiring to great preferment, and fo facrificed
me to obtain favour : But he made greater facri-

- hces afterwards. The Duke now feemed to tri-

umph in Scotland. Ail ftooped to him. Thç
Prefbyterian party was much deprefed. The bell
of the Clergy were turned out. Yet, with ail this,
he was now more hated there than ever. Lord
Argile's bufinefs made him be looked on as one
that would prove a terrible mafter when ail fhould
corne into his hands, Hehad promifed to redref§
ail the merchants grievances with relation to trade,
that fo he might gain their concurrence in Parle¬

ment 1
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ment : But, as foon as that was over, ail his pro- 1682;
mifes were forgotten. The accufations of perjury
were ftiiled by him. And ail the complaints of
the great abufe, Lord Halton was guilty of in the
matter of the coin, ended in turning him ouc of ail
his employments, and obliging him to compound
for his pardon by paying 200001. to two of the
Duke's créatures : So that ail the réparation the
Kingdom had for the oppreffion of fo many years,
and fo many acffs of injuftice, was, that two new
oppreffors had a fhare of the fpoils, who went into
the famé traff, or rather invented new methods of
oppreffion. Ail thefe things, together with a load
of âge and of a vaft bulk, funk Duke Lauderdale
fo that he died that fummer. His heart feemed

quite fpent : There was not left above the bignefs
of a walnut of nrm fubftance : The reft was fpun-
gy, liker the lungs than the heart.

TheDukehadleavegivenhim to cometo theKing The Duke
at Newmarket : And there he prevailed for leave comes to
to corne up, and live again at Court. As he was Caurc*
going back to bring the Dutchefs, the Glocefter
frigate that carried him ftruck on a bank of fand.
The Duke got into a boat : And took care of his
dogs, and fotne unknown perfons, who were taken
from that earneft care of his to be his Priefts : The

long-boat went off with very few in lier, tho' ffie
might have carried off above eighty more than ffie
did. One hundred and fifty perfons periffied :
Some of them men of great Quality. But the
Duke took no notice of this cruel negleff, which
was laid chiefly to Leg's charge.

In Scotland the Duke declared the new mini- A new

fters: Gordon, now Earl of Aberdeen, was made «Ufiftry in
Chancellor : And Queenffiûry was made Tfçafur-fC ind*
er : And the care of ail affairs was committed to

them. The Duke at parting recommended to the
Council to preferve the publick peace, to fupport
the Church, and to oblige ail men to live regu-
larly in obedience to the iaws. The Biffiops made

their
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1682. their court to him with fo much zeal, that they

wrote aletter to theArchbifhop of Canterbury, to be
communicated to the reft of the Englifh Bii'hops,
fetting forth in a very high ftrain his aftedtion to
the Church, and his care of it : And, left this
piece of merit fhould have been ftifïed by San-
croft, they fent a copy of it to the prefs -, which >
was a greater reproach to them than a lervice to
the Duke-, who could not but defpife fuch abject:
and indécent ftattery. The proceedings againft Con-
venticles were novv like to be feverer than ever :

Ali the fines, that were fet fo high by law, that
they were never before levied, but on fome par-
ticular inftances, were now ordered to be levied
without exception. Ali people upon that faw,
they muft either conform or be quite undone. The
Chanceilor laid down a' method for proceeding
againft ail offenders pundlually : And the Trea--
lurer was as rigorous in ordering ail the fines to be
levied.

They pro- When the people faw this, they came ail to
ceeded Church again : And that in fome places where ail
wuh great fermons had been difcontinued for mariy years.feventy. gut came jn p0 aukward a ma'nner, that it

was vifibiethey did not mean to worfhip God, but
only to ftay fome time within the Church walls :
And they were either talking or ileeping ail the
while. Yet moft of the Clergy feemed to be tran-
fported with this change of their condition^ and
fent up many panegyricks of the glorious fervices
that the Duke had done their Church. The ene-

mies of Religion obferved the ill nature of the one
fide, and the cowardlinefs of the o.ther, and pleafed
themfelves in cenfuring them both. And by this
means an impious and atheiflical leaven began to
corrupt moft of the younger fort. This has fmoe
that time made a great progrefs in that Kingdom,
which was before the freeft from it of any Nation
in Chriftendom. The beginnings of it were reck-
oned from the Duke,s ftay among them, and'froni

his
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his Court, which have beçn cultivated lince with 1682.
much care anci but too ipuch fuccefs.

About the end of the year, two trials gave ail
people (ad apprehenfions of what they were to look
foi". One Home was charged by a kinfman of his
own, for having been at Bothwell Bridge. Ail
Gentlemen of eftates were excepted ont of the in-
demnity : So he, having an eftate, could have no
benefit by that. One fwore, he faw him go irito
a village, and feize on fome arms : Another fwore,
he faw him ride towards the body of the rebels :
But none did fwear that they faw him there. He
was indeed among them : But there was no proof
ofit. And he proved, thathe was not in the Com¬
pany, where the fingle witnefs fwore he faw him
feize on arms, and did evidently difcredit him ;
Yet he was conviéled and condemned on that lin-

glie évidence, that was fo manifeftly proved to be
infamous. Many were fenfible of the mifchiev-
oufnefs of fuch a precedent : And great applica¬
tions wTere made to the Duke for faving his life : '
But he was not born under a pardoning planet.
Lord Aberdeen, the Chancelier, profecuted Hornp
with the more rigour, becaufe his own grandfa-
ther had fuffered in the late times for bearingarms
on the King's fide, and Home's father was one of
the Jury that caft him, The day of his exécution
was fet to be on the fxme day of the year on which
Lord Stafford had fuffered -, which was thought
done in complément to the Duke, as a retaîiatioà
for his blood. Yet Home's infamous kinfman,
who had fo bafely fworn agàinfl him, îived not to
fee his exécution -, for he died before it full of hor-
ror for what he had done. Another trial went

much deeper j and the confequences of it flruck a
terror into the whole country.

One Weir of Biakewood, that managed the
Marquis of Douglafs's concerns, was accufed of
treafon for having kept company with one that
had been in the bufinefs ofBothwell-Bridgé: Blàké -

4 wood
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16S2. wood pleaded for himfelf, that the perfon, on whoie

account he was now profecuted as an abettor of
traitors, had never been marked ont by the go-
vernment by procefs or proclamation. It did not
fo much as appear that he had ever fufpeéted him
tipon that account. He had lived in his own
houle quiétly for fome years after that rébellion,
before he employed him : And if the government
feemed to forget his crime, it was no wonder if
others entered into common dealings with him.
Ali thelawyers were of opinion, that nothing could
be made of this profecution : So that Blakewood
made ufe of no fecret application, thinldng he was
in no danger. But the Court came to a ftrange
fentence in this matter, by thefe fteps : Theyjudg-
ed, that ail men who fufpeéted any to have been in
the rébellion, were bound to difcoyer fuch their
fufpicion, and to give no harbour to fuch perfons :
That the bare fufpicion made it treafon to harbour
the perfon fufpedted, whether he was guilty or not :
That if any perfon was under fuch a fufpicion, it
was to be prefumed that ail the neighbourhood
knew it : So that there was no need of proving
that againft any particular perfon, fince the pre-
fumption of law did prove it : And it being
proved that the perfon with whom Blakewood had
converfed lay under that fufpicion, Blakewood was
upon that condemned as guilty of high treafon.
This was fuch a conftruftive treafon, that went

upon fo many unreafonable fuppofitions, that it
fhcwed the Ihamelefînefs of a fort of men, who
had been for forty years declaiming againft a
parliamentary attainder, for a conftruâûve treafon
in the cafe of the Earl of Stafrord, and did now in
a common Court of Juftice condemn a man upon «
a train of fo many infqrences, that it was not pof- -,

fible to make it look even like a conftruétive trea¬

fon. The day of his exécution was fet : And tho*
the Marquis ofDouglas writ earneftly to the Duke
for his pardon, that was denied. He only ob-

tained
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tained tvvo months reprieve for making up his ac-
counts. The reprieve was renevved once ortwice :
So Blakewood was n'ot executed. This put ail the
Gentry in a great fright : Many knew they were
as obnoxious as Blakewood was : And none could
have the eomfort to know that he was fale. This
revived among them a defign, that Lockhart had
fet on foot ten years before, of carrying over a
Plantation to Carolina. Ali the Prefbyterian party
faw they-were now difinherited of a main part of
their birth-right, of choofing their reprefentatives
in Parliamént : And upon that they faid, they
would now feek a country where they might live
undifturbed, as freemen, and as Chriftians. The
Duke encouraged the motion : He was glad to
have many untoward people fent far away, who he
reckoned would be ready upon the firfb favourable
conjundture, to break out inîo a new rébellion.
Some Gentlemen were fent up to treat with the
Patentées of Carolina : They did not likê the go-
vernment of thofe Palatinates, as they were called :
Yet the profpect of fo great a Colony obtained to
them ail the conditions they propofed. I was
made acquainted with ail the fteps they made ;
for thofe who were fent up were particularly re~
commended to me. In the négociation this year
there was no mixing with the male-contents in
England : Only they who were fent up went among
them, and informed them of the oppreffions they
lay under -, in particular of the terror with which
this fentence againft Blakewood had ftruck them
alk The Court refolved to profecute that farther :
For a Proclamation was iiïiied out in the begin-
ning of the year eighty three, by which the King
ordered circuit Courts to be fent round the We¬
lle rn and Southern Counties, to enquire after ail
who had been guilty of harbouring or converfing
with thofe who had been in rébellion, even tho*
there had been neither proçefs nor proclamation
iiîued out againft. them. He alfo ordered, that

Vol. II. N ali



1^3 The Histos y of the Reigrï
1682. ail who were found guilty of fuch converfe with

them fhould be profecuted as traitors. This in-
quifîtion was to laft three years : And at the end
of that time ail was to conclude in a fuit indem-

nity to fuch as fhould not be then under profecu-
tion. But the indemiïity was to take place imme-
diately to ail fuch as fhould take the Teft. This
was perhaps fuch a Proclamation as the world had
not feen fince the days of the Duke of Alva. Upon
it great numbers run in to take the Teft, declar-
ing at the famé time that they took it againft their
confciences : But they would do any thing to be
fafe. Such as refolved not to take it were trying
how to fettle or fell their eftates *, and refolved to
leave the country, which was now in a very op-
preffed and defperate ftate.

fAffaîrs in But I muft next turn again to the affairs of Eng-
Engîand. ]ancp The Court was every where triumphant. The

Duke was highly complimented by ail, and feem-
ed to have overcome ail diffieulties. The Court,
not content with ail their vibtories, refolved to frèe
themfelves from the fears of troublefome Parlia-
ments for the future. The Cities and Boroughs
of England were invited, and prevailed on, to de-

Aï Char- monftrate their loyalty, by furrendring up their
ters of Charters, and taking- new ones modelled as the
T owni Court thought fit. It was much queftioned, whe-
rf-n'drcd to t'lcr fbofe furrendcrs were good in law or not : It
the King. was faid, that thofe who were in the government

in Corporations, and had their Charters and Seals
trufted to their keeping, were not the proprietors
n.or mafters of thofe rights : They could not ex-
tinguifh thofe Corporations, nor part with any of
their privilèges. Others faid, that whatever might
be objedled to the reafon and equity of the thing,
yet, when the Seal of a Corporation was put to
any deed, fuch a deed was goûd in law. The
matter goes beyond m y fkiil in law to déterminé
it : This is certain, that whatfoever may be faid
in law, there is no fort of theft or perfidy more

criminai
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criminal than for a body of mén, whom their 1682.
neighbours have trufted with their concerns, to fteal,
away their Charters, and affix their Seals to fuch
a deed, betraying in that their truft and their
oaths. ïn former âges Corporations were jealous
of their privilèges and cuftoms to excefs and fu-
perftition : So that it looked like a ftrange dege-
neracy, when ail thefe were now delivered up -, and
this on defign to pack a Pàrliament, that might
make way for a Popilh King. So that, inftead of
fecuring us from Popery under fuch a Prince, thefe
perfons were now contriving w.ays to make ail eafy
to him. Popery at ail times lias looked odious
and cruel : Yet what the Emperor had lately done
in Hungary, and what the King of France was
then doing againft Proteftants in that Kingdom,
fhewed that their Religion was as perfidious and
cruel in this âge, as it had been in the laft : And by
the Duke's government of Scotland, ail men did
fee what was to be expected from him. Ail this
laid together, the whole lôoked like an extrava¬
gant fit of madnefs : Yet no part ofit was fo un-
accountable, as the high ftrains to which thelJni-
verfities and moft of the Clergy were carried. The
Non-conformifts were now profecuted with much
eagernefs. This was vifibly fet on by the Papifts :
And it was wifely done of them ; for they knew
how much the Non-conformifts were fet againft
them ; and therefore they made ufe of the indif-
creet heat of fome angry Clergymen to ruin them :
This they knew would render the Clergy odious,
and give the Papifts great advantages againft them, .

if ever they fhould run into an oppofition to their
defigns.

At Midfummer a new conteft difcovered, how Thedif-
little the Court refolved to regard either juftice p«te cor!-
or decency. The Court had carried the eledtion ^"she-
of Sir John Moor to be Mayor of the City of ûfo Gf
London at Michaelmas eighty one. He was the Loudon.
Alderman on whom the eleftion fell in courfe. Yet

N 2 ' fome
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1682. fome who knew him well were for fetting him afide,

as one whom the Court would eafily manage. He
had been a Non conformift himfelf, till he grew
fo rich, that he had a mind to go thro' the dig-
nities ot the City : But tho' he conformed to the
Çhurch, yet he was ftill looked on, as one that in
his heart favoured the Seétaries : And upon this
occafion he perfuaded fome of their preachers, to
go among their congrégations to get votes for him.
Others, who kneW him to be a flexible and faint-
hearted man, oppofed his élection : Yet it was
carried for him. The oppofltion that was ruade
to his eleââqn had fharpned him fo much, that he
became in ail things compilant to the Court, in
particular to Secretary jenkins, who took him in-
to his own management. When the day came, in
which the May or ufed to drink to one, and to
mark him out for Sheriff, he drank to North, a
merchant that was brother to the Chief Juftice.
Upon that it was pretended, that this ceremony
was not a bare nomination, which the common
Hall might receive or refufe, as they had a mind
to it ; but that this made the Sheriff, and that the
common Hall was bound to receive and confirm
him in courle, as the King did the Mayor. On
the other hand it was faid, that the right was to
be determined by the Charter, which granted the
eleélion of the Sheriffs to the citizens of London ;

and that, whatever cuftoms had crept in among
them, the right ftill lay where the Charter had
lodged it among the citizens. But the Court was
refolved to carry this point : And they found or~
ders that had been made in the City concerning
this particular, which gave fome colour to this pre-
tenflon of the Mayor's. So he claimed it on Mid-
fummer day *, and faid, the common Hall were to
go and eleâ: one Sheriff, and to confirm the other
that had been declared i?y him. The Hall on the
other hand faid, that the right of choofing both
was in them. The eld Sheriffs put it according

to



of King Charles II. 181
to cuftom to a poil : And it was vifible, the mueh 1682.
greater number was againff the Lord Mayor. The
Sheriffs were always underftood to be the officers
of that Court : So the adjourning it belonged to
them : Yet the Mayor adjourned the Court ; which
they faid he had no power to do, and fo went on
with the poil. There was no diforder in the whole
progrefs of the matter, if that was net to be called
one, that they proceeded after the Mayor had ad¬
journed the poil. But tho' the Mayor's party car-
ried themfelves with great infolence, towards the
other party, yet they fhewed on this occafion more
temper than could have been expeéted from fo
great a body, who thought their rights were now

. invaded. The Mayor upon this refolved to take
another poil, to which none fliould be admitted,
but thofe who were contented to vote o.nly for
one, and to approve Lis nomination for the other.
And it was refolved, that his poil lhould be that,
by which the bufinefs fhould be fett;led : And tho'
the Sheriffs poil exceeded his by many hundreds,
yet order was given to return thofe on the Mayor's
poil, and that they fliould be fworn ; and fo thofe
of the Sheriffs poil fliould be left to feek their
remedy by law, where they could find it. Box,
who was chofen by the Mayor's party and joined
to North, had no mind to ferve upon fo doubtful
an élection, where fo many actions would lie, if it
was judged againfl them at law : And he could
not be perfuaded to hold it. So it was neceffary
to call a new common Hall, and to proceed to a
new élection : And then, without any Proclama¬
tion made as was ufual, one in a corner near the
Mayor named Rich, and about thirty more ap-
plauded it, the reft of thofe in the Hall, that was
full of people and of noife, hearing nothing ofit.
Upon this it was faid, that Rich was chofen with¬
out any contradiction : And fo North and Rich
were returned, and fworn Sheriffs for the enfuing
year. The violence and the injuftice with which

N 3 this
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matter was managed, fhewed, that the Court was
refolved to carry that point at any rate : And this
gave great occafions of jealouiy, that fome wicked
defign was on foot, for which it was necelfary, in the
firft place to be fure of favourable Juries.

Lord Shaftfbury upon this, knowing how ob~
noxious lie was, went out of England. His voyage
was fatal to him : He juif got to Afnfterdam to
die in it. Of the lait parts of his life I lhall have
fome occafion to make mention afterwards. When
Michaelmas day came, thofe who found how much
they had been aeceived in Moor, refolved to choofe
a Mayor that miglit be depended on. The poil
was clofed when the Court thought they had the
majority : But upon calfing it up it appeared they
had loft it : So they fell to canvafs it : And they
made fuch exceptions to thole of the other fide,
that they difcounted as many voices as gave them
the majority. This was alio managed in fo grofs
a manner,' that it was vifible the Court was re¬
folved by fair or foui means to have the goverm
ment of the City in their own hands. But be-
caufe they would not be at this trouble, nor run
this hazard every year, it was refolved that the
Charter of the "City muft either be given up, or
be adjudged to the King. The former was much
the eafier way : So great pains was taken to ma^
nage the next eleâion of the common Council,
fo as that they might be trabtable in this point.
There was much injuftice complained of, in many
of the wards of the City, both in the poil, and in
the returns that were made, In order to the dif-
abling ail the Difîenters from having a vote in
that élection, the Bifhop and Clergy of London
were preffed by the Court to profecute them in the
Church Courts, that fo they might excommuni»
cate them ; which fome lawyers thought would
render them incapable tq vote, tho' oth:r lawyers
were very pqfitively of another opinion. It is cer¬
tain it gave at leaft a çployr fo deny their yptes.
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The Bifliop of London began to app'réhend, tliat 1682.
things were running too fait, and was backward
in the matter. The Clergy of the City refufed to
make prefentments : The law laid that, on the
C'hurchwardens : And fo they wouîd not meddle
officiouily. The Ring was difpleafed with them
for their remifTnefs : But after ail the practices of
the Court, in the returns of the common Conncil
of the City, they could not bring it near an equa-
lity for delivering up their Charter. Jènkins ma-
naged the whole buïinefs of the City with fo many
indirect pradtices, that the réputation he had for
probity was much blemiihed by it : He feemed to
think it was neceffary to bring the City to a de •

pendence on the Court in the faireft methods he
could fall on ; and, if thefe did not lucceed, that
then he was to take the moft effectuai ones, hop-
ing that a good intention would exeufe bad prac¬
tices. v

The Earl of Sunderland had been difgraced af- Changes
ter the Exclufion Parlements, as they were now
cailed, were diffolved : But the Ring had fo en- ^dquar-tire a confidence in him, and Lady Portfmouth relsamong
was fo much in his interefts, that upon great fub- them.
miffions made to the Duke, he was again reitored
to be Secretary this winter. Lord Hyde was the
perfon that difpofed the Duke to it : Upon that
Lord Halifax and he fell to be in ill terms ; for
he hated Lord Sunderland beyond exprefiion, tho*
he had married his fifeer. From Lord Sunder-
land's returning to his poft, ail men conclud-
ed, that his declaring as he did for the Exclu¬
fion, v/as certainly done by direction from the Ring,
who naturally loved craft and a double game, that
fo he might have proper inftruments to work by,
which way foever he had turned liimfelf in that
affair. The Ring was the more defîro'us to have
Lord Sunderland again near him, that he might
have fome body about him, who underftood fo-
reign affairs. Jçnkins underftood nothing : But

K 4 s lis
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1682. he had fo much crédit with the high Çhurch party',

that he was of great ufe to the Court. Lord Con-
way was brought in to be the other Secretary, who
was fo very ignorant of foreign affairs, that his
province being the North, when one of the foreign
minifters talked to him of the Circles of Germany*
it amazed him : He couid not imagine what Cir¬
cles had to do with affairs of ftate. He was now

difmÙTed, Lord Halifax and Lord Hyde tell to be
in an open war, and were both much hated. Lord
Halifax charged Hyde, who was at this time made
Earl of Rocheifer, with bribery, for having farm-
ed a branch of the revenue much lower than had
been proffered for it. Lord Halifax acquainted
the King firft with it : And, as he told me, he
defired Lord Rochefter himfelf to examine into it,
he being inclined to think it was radier an abufe
put on" him, than corruption in himfelf. But he
faw Lord Rochefter was cold in the matter, and
inftead of profecuting any for it, protebled ail
concerned in it. He laid the complaint before the
King and Couriciî : And to convince the King
ftow ill a bargain he had made, the complainers
offered, it he would break the bargain, to givé him
400001. more than he was to have from the far-
mers. He looked alfo into the other branches of
the revenue, and found caufe to fufpect much cor¬
ruption in every one of them : And he got under-
takers to offer at a farm of the whole revenue.

In this he had ail the Court on his fide : For the
King being now refolved to live on his revenue,
without putting himfelf on a Farliament, he was
forced on a great redudfion of expence : So that
many payments run in arrear ; And the whole
Court v/as fo ill paid, that the offering any thing
that would raife the revenue, and blemifh the ma¬

nagement of the treafury, was very acceptable to
ali in it. Lord Rochefter was alio much hated :

But the Duke and the Lady Pdrtfmouth both pro-
tedc^i the Earl of Rochefter fo powerfully, that

■ W*'. even
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even propofitions to the King's advantage, which *682.
blemillied him, were not hsarkned to. This 'c/"Y'",V
touched in too tender a place to admit of a recon¬
ciliation : The Duke forgot ail Lord Halifax's
fervice in the point of the Exclufion : And the
dearnefs that was between them, was now turned
upon this to a coldnefs, and afterwards to a moft
violent enmity. Upon this occafion Lord'Halifax
fent for me, (for I went no more near any that be-
longed to the Court,) and he told me the whole
matter. I aiked him how he ftood with the King :
He anfwered, that neither he nor I had the mak-
ing of the King : God had made him of a parti-
cular compofition. He faid, he knew what the
King faid to himfelf : I afked him, if he knew ii.ke-
wife what he faid to others ; for he was apt to fay
to his feveral Minifters, whatfoever he thought
would pleafe them, as long as he intended to make
uie of them. By the death of the Earl of Not-
tingham the Seals were given to North, who was
made Lord Guilford. He had not the virtues of
his predeceffor : But he had parts far beyond him :
They were turned to craft : So that whereas the
former feemed to mean well even when he did ill,
this tnan was believed to mean ill even when he
did well. The Court finding that the City of Lon-
don could not be wrought on to furrender their
Charter, refolved to have it condemned by a judg-
ment in the King's bench. Jones had died in May :
So now Pollexphen and Treby were chiefly telied
on by the City in this matter. Sawyer was the
^Attorney General, a chill hot man, and forward
to ferve ail the defigns of the Court. He under-
took by the advice of Saunders, a learned but a
very immoral man, to overthrow the Charter.

-The two points upon which they refted the Theargu- •
caufe were, that the Common Council had petiti- for
oned the King, upon* a prorogation of Parliament, ^
that it might meet on the day to which it was pro- charter
rogued, and had taxed the prorogation as thatof Lon-

which don*
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1682. which occafioned a delay of juftice : This was con-

flrued to be the raiiing fedition, and the poiïèffing
the people with an ill opinion of the King and his
government. The other point was, that the City
had impofed new taxes on their wharfs and mar-
kets, which was an invafîon of the liberty of the
fubjeéf, and contrary to law. It was faid, that ail
that the Crown gave was forfeitable back to the
Crown again, upon a male-verfation of the body ;
and that as the Common Council was the body of
the City, chofen by ail the citizens, fo they were
ail involved, in what the Common Council did :
And they inlerred, that fince they had both fcan-
dalized the King's government, and opprefîed their
fellow fubjefts, they had thereupon forfeited their
liberties : Many précédents were brought of the
feizing on the liberties of Towns and other Cor¬
porations, and of extinguilhing them.

The arguments againft this were made by Tre-
by, then the Recorder of London, and Pollex-
phen, who argued aboutthree hours apiece. They
laid it down for a foundation, that trading Corpo¬
rations were immortal bodies, for the breeding a
fucceffion of trading men, and for perpetuating a
fund of publick chambers, for the citâtes of or-
phans and trufts and for ail pious endowments :
That crimes committed, by perfons entrufted in
the government of them, were perfonal things,
which were only chargeable on thofe who com¬
mitted them, but could not affect the whole body :
The treafon of a Bifhop, or a Clerk, only forfeited
his title, but did not dilTolve the Bifhoprick, or
Bénéfice : So the magiitrates only were to be pu-
niihed for their own crimes : An entailed dilate,
when a tenant for Life was attainted, was not for¬
feited to the King, but went to the next in remain-
der upon his death. . The government of a city,
which was a temporary adminiftration, veiled no
property in the magifcrates 3 And therefore they
had nothing tp forfçit, but. what belonged to theip«
. felves :
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.felves: There were aîfo exprefs adts of Parliament 1682.
made in favour of the City, that it fhouid not be —v—■

punifhed, for the mifdemeanors of thofe who bore
office in it : They anfwered the great objeétion,
that was brought from the forfeitures of fome Ab-
beys, on the attainder of their Abbots in King
Henry the eighth's time, that there were peculiar
laws made at that time, upon which thofe for¬
feitures were grounded, which had been repealed
ftnce that time : Ail thofe forfeitures were con-
firmed in Parliament : And that purged ail defeéls :
The Common Council was a fele&ed body, chofen
for particular ends : And if they went beyond
thefe, they were liable to be punifhed for it : If
the pétition they offered the King was feditious,
the King might proceed againft every man
that was concerned in it : And thofe upon
whom thofe taxes had been levied, might bring
their actions againft thofe who had levied them :
But it feemed very ftrange, that when none of
the petitioners were proceeded againft for any
thing contained in that pétition, and when no acti¬
ons were brought on the account of thofe taxes,
that the whole body fhouid fuffer in common for
that, which none of thofe, who were immediately
concerned in it, had been fo much as brought in
queftion for, in any Court of law : If the Common
Council petitioned more earneftly than was fitting
for the fitting of the Parliament, that ought to be
afcribed to their zeal for the King's fafety, and for
the eftablifhed Religion : And it ought not to be

■ ftrained to any other fenfe, than to that which they
profefs, in the body of their pétition, much lefs
to be carried fo far as to diffolve the whole body on
that account : And as for the tolls and taxes, thefe
were things practifed in ail the Corporations of
England, and feemed to be exaéfly according to
law : The City fince the lire had, at a vaft charge,
made their wharfs and markets much more noble
and convenient, than they were before : Ancl there-

I fore
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682. fore they might well deny the benefit of them t©

thofe, who would not pay a new rate, that they
fet on them for the payment of the debt contraéted
in building them : This was not the impofing a
tax, but the railing a rent out of a piece of ground,
which the City might as well do, as a man who
rebuilds his houfe may raife the rent of it : Ail the
précédents that were brought were examined and
anfwered : Some Corporations were deferted, and
fo upon the matter dilïolved themfelves : Judg-
ments in fuch cafés did not taîly with this in hand :
The feizing on the liberties of a Corporation did
not dilfolve the body ; for when a Bifhop dies the
King feizes the temporalties ; but the Corporation
ftill fubfifts ; and they are reftored to the next in-
cumbent. There were indeed fome very fbrange
précédents made in Richard the fecond's time :
But they were followed by as ftrange a reverfe :
The Judges were hanged for the iudgments they
gave : They alfo inhfted on the effedts that would
follow on the forfeiting the Charter : The cuftom
of London was thereby broken : Ail the publick
endowments, and charities lodged with the City
rnuft revert to the heirs of thé donors. This is the
fubftance of the argument, as I had it from Pol-
lexphen. As for the more intricate points of law,
I meddle not with them, but leave them to the
learned men of that profeffion. When the matter
was brought near judgment, Saunders, who had
planned the w-hole thing, was made Chief Juftice.
Pemberton, who was not fatisfied in the point, be-
ing removed to the Common Pleas, upon North's
advancement. Dolben, a Judge of the King's
bench, was found not to be clear : So he was turn-

«.ment ed out, and Withins came in his room. When
eri ,n fentence was to be given, Saunders was ftruck with
,n'

anapoplexy: So he could not corne into Court :
But he fent his judgment in writing, and died a
few days after. The fentence was given without
the folemnity that was ufual upon great occalions :

The
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The Judges were wont formerly in delivering their 1682.
opinions to make long arguments» in which they wv-w
fet forth the grounds of law on which they went,
which were great inftruftions to the fludents and
barrifters : But that had been laid afide ever lince
Hâle's time.

Thejudgment now given was, thatacity might
forfeit its Charter ■» that the male-verfations of the
Common Council were the. aéfs of the whole City,
and that the two points fet forth in the pleacHngs
were juft grounds for the forfeiting of a Charter,
fjpon which premiffes the proper conclufion feera-
ed to be, that therefore the City of London had
forfeited their Charter : But the confequences of
that were fo much apprehended, that they did not
think fit to venture on it : So they judged, that
the King might feize the liberties of the City. The
Attorney General moved, contrary to what is ufual
in fuch cafés, that the judgment might not be re-
corded. And upo'n that, new endeavours were
ufed to bring the Common Council to deliver up
their Charter : Yet that could not be compafTed»
tho' it was brought much nearer in the numbers of
the voices, than was imagined could ever be done.

There were other very fevere proceedings at this Some
time with relation to particular perfons. Pilkinton otner.
was SherifF of London the former year -, an honeft **
but an indifcreet man, that gave himfelf great li¬
berties in difcourfe. He being defired to go along
with the Mayor and Aldermen, to complément
the Duke upon his return from Scotland, declined

. going, and refledted on him as one concerned in
the burning of the City. Two Aldermen faid they
heard that, and fwore it againlt him. Sir Pati¬
ence Ward, the Mayor of the former year, feeing
him go in to that difcourfe had diverted him from
it, but heard not the words which the others fwore
to : And he depofed, that tothe beft ofhis remetn-
brance he faid not thofe words. Pilkinton was cafl
in an loeooo 1. damages, the molt exceffive that

had
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168 2. had ever been given. But the matter did not flop

there : Ward was indidted of perjury, it being
faid, that fince he fwore that the words were not

fpoken, and that the Jury had given a verdidt up-
on the evidence that they were fpoken, by confe-
quence he was guilty of perjury. It was faid on
the other fide, that when two fwear one way, and
a third fwears another way, a Jury may believe the
two better than the one : But it is not certain from
therice that he is perjured : If that were law, no
man would be a witnefs ; if, becaufe they of the
other fide were believed, he fhould be therefore
conviéted of perjury. A man's fwearing to a né¬
gative, that fuch words were not fpoken, did only
amount to this, that he did not hear them : And
it would be hard to prove, that he who fwore fo,
had heard them. But Ward proved, by him that
took the trial in fhort hand, as he had done fome
others with great approbation, that he had faid,
" To the beft of his remembrance thefe words were
" not fpoken by Pilkinton Upon which Jeffe-
ries had then faid, that his invention was better
than his memory : And the Attorney General in

. fumming up the evidence to the Jury had faid,
they ought to have no regard to Ward's evidence,
fince he had only depofed upon his memory. Yet
that Jury returned Ward guilty of perjury : And
it was intended, if he had not gone out of the way,
to have fet him in the pillory. The truth is, Ju-
ries became at that time the fhame of the nation,
as well as a reproach to religion : For they were
packt, and prepared to bring in verdicts as they
were direéted, and not as matters appeared on the
evidence.

168 3. Thus affairs were going on, ail the year eighty
v-w1 two, and to the beginning of eighty three. The

Aîlpeople J?ar| 0f Shaftfbury had been for makiner ufe of the
n- n- j

^ < O

with reat ^eat t^ie WaS ^n' ^L11^nS t^ie GOnteft about the
fe^rsC ' SherifFs j and thought they might have created a

great
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gteat difturbance, and made themfelves mafters of 1683.
the Tower And he believed, the firft appearance
of the leaft diforder would have prevailed on the
King to yield every thing. The Duke of Mon¬
mouth, who underftood what a rabble was and
what troops were, looked on this as a mad ex-
pofing of themfelves and of their friends. The
Lords Effex and RuÏÏèl were of the famé mind.
So Lord Shaftfbury, feeing they could not be en-
gaged into aftion, flew out againft them. He
faid, the Duke of Monmouth was fent into the
party by the King for this end, to keep ail things
quiet tiîl the Court had gained its point : He faid,,
Lord Effex had alfo made his bargain, and was ta
go to Ireland j and that among them Lord Rufîèl
was deceived. With this he endeavoured to blaft
them in the City : They ftudied to prevent the ili
effedts, that thofe jealoufies which he was infufing
into the citizens, might have among them. So
the Duke of Monmouth gave an appointment to
Lord Shaftfbury or fome of his friends to meet him,
and fome others that he fhould bring along with hims
at Shepherd's, a wine merchant in who m they had Mort-
an entire confidence. The night before this ap- mouch^ ,/3F

pointment Lord Ruffel came to town, on the ac-
count of his uncle's illnefs. The Duke of Mon- herd'sl
mouth went to him, and told him of the appoint- •
ment, and delired he would go thither with him :
He eonfented, the rather becaufe he intended to
taite fome of that merchant's wine. At night they
went with Lord Grey and Sir Thomas Armftrong.

. When they came, they found nône there but Rum-
fey and Fergufon, two of Lord Shaftfbury's tools
that he employed : Upon which, they feeing no
better company refoived immediately to go back.
But Lord Ruffel çalled for a tafte of the wines :

And while they- Were hringing it up, Rumfey and
Armftrong fell into a dilcourfe ot furprizing the
guards. Rumfey fancied it might have been
eafily done : Armftrong, that had commanded
Twm, fhewed him his miftakes. This was no

con-
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1683. confultation about what was to be done, but onty

about what might have been done. Lord Ruffel
fpoke nothing upon the fubjeét : But as foon as
he had tafted his wines they went away. It may
feem, that this is too light a paffage to be told fo
oopioufly : But much dépends on it. Lord Shafts-
bury had one meeting with the Earls of Effex and
Salifbury before he went out of England. Fear, an-
ger, and difappointment, had wrought fo much
on him, that Lord Effex told me he was much-
broken in his thoughts : His notions were wild
and impraticable : And he was glad that he was
gone out of England : But faid, that he had done
them already a great deal of mifchief, and would
Imve done more if he had ftayed. As foon as he
was gone, the Lords and ail the chief men of the
party faw their danger from forward Sherifts,
willing Juries, mercenary Judges, and bold wit-
neffes. So they refolved to go home, and be
filent, to fpeak and to meddle as little as might
be in publick bufinefs, and to let the prefent ili
temper, the Nation was fallen into wear out : For
they did not doubt but the Court, efpecially as it
was now managed by the Duke, would foon bring
the Nation again into its wits, by their ill condubt
and proceedings. Ail that was to be done was,
to keep up as much as they could a good fpirit
with relation to élections of Parliament, if one
fhould be called.

Mon. The Duke of Monmouth refolved to be advifed
mouth chiefly by Lord EiTeX. He would not be alone in
others"16 t^at' ^ut name(^ Lord Ruffel, againft whom no
meet objebtion could lie : And next to him he named
often to- Algernoon Sidney, brother to the Earl of Leicefter»
gether. a man of moft extraordinary courage, a fteady

man, even to obftinacy, fincere, but of a rough
and boifterous temper that could not bear contra¬
diction. He feemed to be a Chriftian, but in a
particular forrn of his own : He thought, it was to
be like a Divine Philofophy in the mind :: But he

was

5
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was againft ail publick worfhip, and evtry 1683,
thing that looked like a Church. He was ftiff to
ail republican principles ; and fuch an enemy to
every thing that looked like monarchy, that he Cet
himfelf in a high oppofîtion againft Cromwell
when he was made Proteélor. He had ftudied the

hiftory of government in ail its branches beyond
any man I ever knew. He was Ambaffador in
Denmark at the time of the Reftoration, but did
not come back till the year feventy eight, when
the Parliament was preffing the King into a war.
The Court of France obtained leave for him to re-

turn. He did ail he could to divert peopie from
that war : So that fome took him for a penfioner
of France : But to thofe to whom he durft fpeak
freely, he faid, he knew it was ail a juggle ; that
our Court was in an entire confidence with France,
and had no other defign in this fhew of a war but
to raife an army, and keep it beyond fea till it was
trained and modelled. Sidney had a particular
way of infinuating himfelf into peopie that would
hearken to his notions, and not contradiâ: him.
He tried me : But I was not fo fubmiffive a hearer :

So we lived afterwards at a great diftance. He
wrought himfelf into Lord Effex's confidence to
fuch a degree, that he became the mafter of his
fpirit. He had a great kindnefs for Lord Howard,
as was formerly told : For that Lord hated both
the King and monarchy as much as he himfelf did.
He prevailed on Lord Effex to take Lord Howard
into their fecrets, tho' Lord Effex had exprefièd
fuch an ill opinion of him a little before to me, as
to fay he wondred how any man would truft him¬
felf alone with him. Lord Ruffel, tho* his coufin
german, had the famé ill opinion of him. Yet
Sidney overcame both their averfions. Lord
Howard had made the Duke of Monmouth enter

into confidence with Sidney, who ufed to fpeak
very flightly of him, and to fay, it was ail one to
him whether James Duke of York or James Duke

YOh, IL Q of
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1683. of Monmouth was to fucceed. Yet Lord Howard

perhaps. put a notion into him, which he offered
often to me, that a Prince who knew there was a
fiaw in his title would always govern well, and
confider himielf as at the mercy of the right hqir,
if he was not in ail things in the interefts and
hearts of his people, which was often neglecled by
Princes that relied on an undoubted title. Lord
Howard, by a trick put both on the Duke of
Monmouth and Sidney, brought them to be ac-
quainted. He told Sidney that the Duke of Mon¬
mouth was refolved to corne fome day alone and
dine with him : And he triade the Duke of Mon¬
mouth believe that Sidney defired this, that fo he
might not feem to corne and court the Duke of
Monmouth : Ând faid that fome regard was to be
had to his ternper and âge. Iîamden was alfo
fakep into their fecret : Pie was the grandfon of
him that had pleaded the caufe of England, in
the point of the fhip money, with King Charles
the firft. Plis father was a very eminent man,
and had been zealous in the Exclufion : He was

a young man of great parts -, one of the learnedefl:
Gentlemen I have ever known ; for he was a cri-
tick both in Latin, Greek, and Pîebrew : He was
a man of great heat and vivacity, but too unequal
in his temoer : Pie had once great principles of
religion : But ne was much corrupted by P. Si-
mon's converfation at Paris.

They " With thefe men the Duke of Monmouth met
treat with often. His intereft in Scotïand, both by the de-
[h?8c°o£ "p^hdance "that his wife's great eftate brought him,
tiih Na- but chiefly by the knowledge he had of their alfairs
don. while he was among them, and by the confidence

He knew they had ail in lîim, made him turn his
thoughts much towards that Kingdom, asthepro-
perëft fcene' of aftion. He had met often with
Lord Argile while lie was ïn London, and had
many conférences with him of the ftate of that
Jtirigdom, and of what might be donc there;
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And he thought the bufmefs of Carolina was a ve~ 1689.
ry proper blind to bring up fome of the Scotch «-o-y-w
Gentlemen, under the appearance of treating about
that. They upon this agreed to fend one Aâron
Smith to Scotland, to defire that fome men of ab-
folute confidence might be fent up for that end,
So when the Proclamation, that was rormerly
mentioned, was publifhed, it fpread fach an uni-
verfal apprehcnfiôn thro' ail the fufpected counties,
that they jooked on thëmfelves as marked out to
deftruélion : And it is very natural for people un¬
der fuch impreffiotis, to fet themfelves to look out
for remedies as foon as they can.

In the beginning of April fome of them came up,
The perfon that was molt entirely trufted, and to
whom the journey proved fatal, was Bailiie, of
whofe unjuft treatment upon Carftairs's informa¬
tion an account was formerly given. Pie was my
cou fin german : So I knew him well. Pie wras in
the prefbyterian principles, but was a man ofgreat
piety and virtne, learned in the law, in mathema-
ticks, and in languages : I went. to him, as foon
as I heard he was corne, in great fimplicity of
heart, thinking of nothing but of Carolina. I
was only afraid they might go too much into the
company of the Englifh, and give true reprefen-
tations of the flate of affairs in Scotland : This

might be reported about by men that would naine
them : And that might bring them into trouble.
But a few weeks aftër I found they came not to
me as they wcre wont to do : And I heard they were
often with Lord Ruffel. I was apprehenfive of
this : And Lord Effex being in the country, I
went to him, to warn him of the danger, I feared
Lord Ruffel might be brought into, by this con-
verfation with my countrymën. Pie diverted me
from ail my appréhendons ; and told me, I might
dépend on it, Lord Ruffel would be in nothing
without acquainting him : And he feemed to agree
entirely with me, that a rifing, in the ftate in

Q ? • which
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1683. which things were then, would be fatal. I always

faid, that when the root of the conftitution was

ftruck at to be overturned, then î thought fubjedts
might defend themfelves : But I thought jealoufies
and fears, and particular afts of injuftice, could
not warrant this. He did agree with me in this :
He thought, the obligation between Prince and
fubjecSt was fo equally mutual, that upon a breach
on the one fide the other was free : But tho' he

thought the late injuftice in London, and the end
that wTas driven at by it, did fet them at liberty to
look to themfelves, yet he confefîed things were
not ripe enough yet, and that an ill laid and an ill
managed rifing would be our ruin. I was then
newly corne from writing my hiftory of the Refor-
mation -, and did fo evidently fee, that the ftruggle
lot lady Jean Grey, and Wyat's rifing, was that
which threw the nation fo quickly into Pope^
jy after King Edward's days, (for fuch as had
rendred themfelves obnoxious in thofe matters faw
no other way to fecure themfelves, and found their
turning was a fure one,) that I was now very ap*
prehenftve of this -, belides that I thought it wasjT / O

yet unlawfuî. Wliât paft between the Scots and
the Englifh Lords I know not ; only that Lord
Argile, who was then in Holland, afked at firft
200001, for buying a ftock of arms and ammuni-
tion, which he afterwards broughtdown to 8000L
and a thoufand horfe to bè fent into Scotland :

Upon which he undertook the conduâ: of thaï
matter. 1 know no further than général hints of
their matters : For tho5 Hamden offered frequently
to give me a particular apcount of it ail, knowing
that I was writing the hiftory of that time, yet I
told him, that till by an indemnity that whole mat¬
ter was buried, I would know none of thofe fe-
crets, which I might be obiiged to reveal, or to
lie and deny my knowledge of them : S0 to avoid
that I put itoffat that-time. And when I returned
£0 England at the lievolution, we appointed often

ÎQ



of King Charles IL 19 y
îo meet, in order to a fuli relation of it alî. But 1683*
by lèverai accidents it went off, as a thing is apt to
do which one can recover at any time. Ànd fo
his unhappy end came on before 1 had it from
him. I know this, that no money was raifed*
But the thing had got fome vent; for my own
brother, a zeaious Prefbyterian, who was corne
from Scotland, it not being fafe for him to live
any longer in that Kingdom, knowing that he had
converfed with many that had been in the rebelli*
on, told me, there was certainly fomewhat in agi¬
tation among them, about which fome of their
teachers had let out fomewhat very freely to him-
feif: How far that mattef went, and how the
fcheme was laid, 1 cannot tell ; and fo muft ieave
it in the dark. Their contract for the projeét ot
Caroîinâ feemed to go on apace : They had fent
fome thither the former year, who were now corne
back, and brought them a particular account of
every thing : They likewife, to cover their négo¬
ciations with Lord Argile, fent fome over to him ;
but with the blind of inftru£blons for buying Chips
in Holland, and other things neceifary for their
tranfportation.

While this matter was thus in a clofe manage- Othet
ment among them, there was another compâny of Confpira-
Lord Shaftfbury's créatures, that met in the
Temple in the chambers of one Weft, a witty fame t;me
and aéfive man, full of talk, and believed to be a on defigns
deterinined Atheift. Rumfey and Fergufon came Qfafbfîp
conftantly thither. The former of thefe was an îug
officer in Cromwell's army, who went into Por¬
tugal with the forces that ferved there under
Schomberg. He did a brave aétion in that fer-
vice : And Schomberg writ a particular letter to
the King fetting it out : Upon which he got a place :
And he had applied himfelf to Lord Shaftlbury as
his patron. He was much trufted by him, and
fent oftèn about on mefiap-es. Once or twice he
cam.e to Lord Ruffel, but it was upon indiffèrent

O 3 things.
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1683. things. Lord Ruflel faid to me, that at that very

time he felt fuch a fecret averiion to him, that he
was in no danger of ttufting him mue h. He was
one of the bold talkers, and kept chiefly among
Lord Shaitfbury's créatures. He was in ail the
fecret of his going beyond fea -, which feemed to
fhew, that he was not then a fpy of the Court's,
which fome fufpeéfed he was ail aîong. Fergufon
was a hot and a bold mari, whofe fpirit was natu-
rally turned to plotting : Lie was always unquiet,
and fetting people 011 to fome mifchief : I knew a
private thing of him, by which it appeared hewas
a profiigate knave, and could cheat thofe that
trufted him entirely: So tho5 lie, being a Scotch
rnan, took ail the ways he could to be admitted
into fome ■ acquaintance with me, I would never
fee him, or fpeak with him : And I did not know
his face till the Révolution : He was caft out by
the prefbyterians *, and then went among the Inde-
pendents, where his bold nefs raifed him to fome
figure, tho' he was at bottom a very empty man :
He had the management of a fecret prefs, and of
a purfe that maintained it : And he gave about
moft of the pamphlets writ of that fide : And with
fome he paft for the author of them : And fuch
was his vanity, becaufe this m acte him more confi-
derable, that he was not ill pleafed to have that be-
lieved ; tho' it only expofed him fo much the
more. With tnefe Goodenough, who had been
Under-Sheriff of London in Bethel's year, and
one Halîoway of Briftol met often, andhadagreat
deal of rambling difeourfe, to fhew how eafy a
thing it was on the fudden to raife four thoufand
men in the City. Goodenough by reafon of his
office knew the City weM, and pretejided he knew
many men of fo much crédit in every corner of it,
and on whom they might dépend, as could raife
that number, which he reckoned would quickly
grow much ftronger : And it is probable, this
was the fcheme with which Lord Shaftfbury was
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fo poîîèfîed, that he thought it might be dépend- 1683.
ed on. They had many difcourfes of the heads of
a déclaration proper for fuch a rifmg, and difputed
of thefe with much fubtilty as they thought : And
they intended to fend Haiioway to Briftol, to try
what could be done there at the famé time. But
ail this was only talk, and went no further than
to a few of their own confidents. Rumfey, Fer-
gufon, and Weft were oftentalking of the danger
off executing this, and that the fhorter and furer *

was to kill the two brothers. One Rumbold,
who had ferved in Cromwell's army, came twice
among'them -, and whilethey were in that wicked
difcourfe, which they expreffed by the term lop-
ping. He upon that told them, he had a farm
near Hodfden in the way to New-Market : And
there was a moat caft round his houfe, thro' which
the King fometimes paft in his way thither. He
faid, once the coach went thro' quite alone, with-
out any of the guards about it ; and that, if he
had laid any thing crois the way to have ftopt the
coach but a minute, he could have fhot them
both, and have rode away thro' grounds, that he
knew fo well, that it would not have been poffible
to have followed him. Upon which theyran into
much wicked talk about the way of executing that.
But nothing was ever fixed on : Ail was but talk.
At one time Lord Howard was among them :
And they talked over their feveral fchemes of lop-
ping. One of them was to be executed in the Play
Houfe. Lord Howard faid, he Kked that beft,
for then they wmuld die in their calling. This
was fo like his way of talk, that it was eafily be-
iiéved, tho' he always denied it. Walcot, an Irifh
Gentleman that had been of Cromwell's army, was
now in London, and got into that company : And
he was made believe, that the thing was fo well
laid, that many both in City and Country were en-
gaged in it. He iiked the projeét of a rifing, but
declared he would not meddle in their lopping.

O 4 S©
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i683. So this wicked knot of men continuée! their ca-*
uvw ballings, from the time that the Earl of Shaftfbury

went away : And thefe were the fubjeéts of their
> difeourfes. The King went conftantly to New-

market for about a Month both in April and Oéto-
ber. In April while he was there the fire broke
out, and burnt part of the town : Upon which
the King came back a week fooner than he in-
tended.

A plot is While ail thefe things were thus going on, there
dncover» was one Keeling, an Anabaptift in London, who

was finking in his bufinèis, and began to think
that of a witnefs would be the better trade. Good-
enough had eipployed him often to try their flrength
in the City, and to count on whom they could dé¬
pend for a fudden riling : He alfo talked to him
of the defign of killing the two brothers : So he
went and difeovered ail he could to Leg, at that
time made Lord Dartmouth. Leg made no great
account of it, but fent him to Jenkins. Jenkins
took his depofitions, but told him he could not
proceed in it without more witnefles : So he went
to his brother, who was a man of heat in his way,
but of probity, who did not incline to ill defigns,
and leis to difeover them. Kéeling carried his
brother to Goodenough, and affured him he might
be depended on, So Goodenough run out into a
rambling difeourfe of what they both could and
would do : And he alfo fpoke of killing the King
and the Duke, which would make their workeafy.
When they left him, the difeoverer preffed his
brother to go along with him to Weftminfter,
where he- pretended bufinefs, but ftopt at White-
ha.ll. The other was uneafy, longing to get out
of his company, to go to fome friends for advice
npon what had hapned. But he drew him on:-
And at lait, he not knovving whether he was going,

. he drew him into Jenkins's office j and there told
.

the Secretary he had brought another witnefs, who
had heard the fubftance of the plot from Good-

enough's
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enough's own mouth juft then. His brother was 1683.
deeply ftrnck with this cheat and furprize, but unrw
could not avoid the making oath to Jenkins of ail
he had heard. The Secretary, whofe phlegmatick
head was not turned for fuch a work, let them both
go, and fent out 110 warrants, till he had commu-
nicated the matter "to the reft of the Miniftry, the
King being then at Windfor. So Keeling, who
had been thus drawn into the fnare by his brother,
fent advertifements to Goodenough, and ail the
other perfons whom he named, to go out of the
way.

Rumiey and Weft were at this time perpetualjy
together : And apprehending that they had trufted
themfelves to too many perfons, who might dif-
cover them, they laid a ftory, in which they re-
folved to agree fo well together, that they fhould
not contradiét one another. They framed their A forg«<î
ftory thus : That they had laid the defign of their ftory ia^
rifing to be executed on the feventeenth of Novem- ^ Ruif"o

i icv sncL
ber, the day ol Queen Elizabeth's coming to the \ye^
Crown, on which the citizens ufed to run toge¬
ther, and carry about Popes in procefîion, and
burn them : So that day feemed proper to cover
their running together, till they met in a body.
Others, they laid, thought it beft to do nothing
on that day, the rout being ufualiy at night, but
to lay their rifing for the next Sunday at the hour
of people's being at Church. This was laid to
fhew how near the matter was to the being execut¬
ed. But the part of their ftory that was the beft
laid, (for this looked ridiculons, fince they could
not name any one perfon of any condition that
was to head this rifing,) was, that they pretended
that Rumbold had offered them his houfe in the
Heath for executing the defign. It was called
Rye : And from thence it was called the Rye Plot.
He alked forty men, v/ell armed and mounted,
whom Rumfey and Walcot were to command in
two parties ; The one was to engage the guards, if

they
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1683. they fhouldbe near the coach : And the otherwas

to fcop the coach, and to murder the King and
the Duke. Rumfey took the Wiçked part on him-
feif, faying, thatWalcot had made a fcruple of
killing the King, but none of engaging the guards :
So Rumfey was to do the exécution. And they
faid, they were divided in their minds what to do
next : Some were for defending the moat till night,
and then to have gone off : Others were for riding
thro' grounds in a fhorter way towards the Thames.
Of thefe forty they could namè but eight. But it
was pretended that Walcot, Goodenough, and
■Rumbold had undertaken to nnd both the reft of
the men and the horfes : For, tho' upon fuch an oc-
cafion men would have taken care to have had
fure and weli tried horfes, this alfo was faid to be
trufted to others. As for arms, Weft had bought
fome, as on a commifïion for a plantation : And
thefe were faid to be fome of the arms with which

they were to be furnifhed ; tho* when they were
feen they feemed very improper for fuch a fervice.

T faw ail Wefc's narrative, which was put in .Lord
Rochefter's hands. : And a friend of mine borrowed
it of him, and lent it me. They were fo wife at
Court that they would not fuffer it to be printed ;
for then it would have appeared too grofs to be
believed.

But the part of it ail that feemed the moft amaz-
ing was, that it was to have been executed on the
day in which the King had intended to return from
New-Market : But the happy fire that fent him
away a week fooner had quite defeated the whole
plot, while it was with in a week of its exécution,
and neither horfes, men, nor arms yet provided.
This feemed to be fo eminent a Providence, that
the whole nation was ftruck with it : And both
preachers and poets had a noble fubjedt to enlarge
on, and to fhew how much the King and the Duke
were under the watchful care of providence.

; Within
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Within three days after Keeling's difcovery the 1683.

plot broke out, and became the whole difcourfe v--v»s>
of the Towq. Many examinations were taken,
and feveral perlons were clapt up upon it. Among
thefe Wildman was one, who had been an agitator
in Cromwell's army, and had oppofed his Protec-
torfhip. After the Reftoration he being iooked
on as a high republican was kept long in prifon ;
where he had ftudied law and phyiick fo much,
that lie palt as a man very knowing in thofe mat-
ters. He had away of creating in others a great
opinion of his fagacity, and had great crédit with
the Duke of Buckingham, and was now very a6live
under Sidney's conduit. He was feized on, and
his houfe was fearched : In his cellars there hap-
ned to be two fmall field-pieces chat belonged to the
Duke of Buckingham, and that lay in York-PIoufe
,when that was fold, and was to be pulied down :
Wildman carried thofe two pièces, which were fine-
Iy wrought, but of little ufe, into his cellars,
where they were laid on ordinary wooden carnages,
and no way fitted for any fervice : Yet thefe were
carried to Whitehall, and expofed to view, as an
undeniable proof of a rébellion defigned, fïnce here
was their cannon.

Several perfons came to me from Court, affuring
me that there was fuïl proof made of a plot. Lord
Howard coming foon after the m to fee me, talked
of the whole matter in his fpiteful way with fo
much fcorn, that I really thought he knew of
nothing, and by confequence I believed there was
rîo truth in ail thefe difcoveries. He faid, the
Court knew they were fure of Juries, and they
would furnifh themfelves quickly with witneffes :
And he fpoke of the Duke as of one that would
be worfe, not only than Queen Mary, but than
Nero : And with eyes and hands lifted to heaven
he vowed to me, that he knew of no plot, and
that he believed nothing of it.

3 Two
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1683. Two days after, a Proclamation came out for

feizing on fome who could not be found : And
among thefe Rumfey and Weft were named. The
next day Weft delivered himfelf: And Rumfey
came in a day after him. Thefe two brought out
their ftory, which, how incredible foever it was,
paft fo for certain, that any man that feemed to
doubt it was concluded to be in it. That of de-

fending themfelves within mud walls and a moat,
lookeci like the invention of a lawyer, who could
not lay a military contrivance with any fort of pro-
bability. Nor did it âppear where the forty horfe
were to belodged, and how they were to be brought
together. Ail thefe were thought objections that
could be made by none but thofè who either'were
of it, or wifhed well to it. Thefe new witneftes
had alfo heard of the conférences that the Duke of
Monmouth and the other Lords had with thofe
who were corne from Scotland, but knew nothing
of it themfelves. Rumfey did likewife remember
the difcourfe at Shepherd's.

Rufle! and When the Council found the Duke of Mon-

mhers m0Vlth an^ Lord Ruffel were named, they writ to
were" put t^ie t0 c°tne to London : They would not
in prifon venture to go further without his prefence and
upon it. leave. A meftènger of the Council was fent the

morning before the King came, to wait at Lord
Rufîers gâte, to have ftopt him if he had offered
to go out. This was oblerved ; for he walked
many heurs there : And it w7as looked on as done
on purpofe to frighten him away ; for his back
gâte was not watched : So for feveral hours he
might have gone away if he had intended it. He
heard that Rumfey had named him : But he knew
he had not trufted him, and he never reheCted on

the difcourfe at Shepherd's. He fent his wife
among his friends for advice. They were of dif¬
férent minds : But fince he faid he apprehended
nothing, from any thing he had faid to Rumfey,
they thought his going out of the way would give

1 the
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the Court too great an advantage, and would look 1683.
like a confeffing of guilt. So this agreeing with
his own mind, he ftayed at home till the King
was come : And then a meffenger was fent to car-
ry him before the Council. He received it very
compofedly, and went thither. Rumfey had alfo
faid, that at Shepherd's there was forne dif-
courfe of Trenchard's undertaking to raife a body
out of Taunton, and of his failing in it : So Lord
Ruffel was examined upon that, the King telling
him, that no body fufpe&ed him of any defign
againft his perfon, but that he had good evidence
of his being in defigns againft his government.
Lord Ruffel protefted, he had heard nothing re-
lating to Trenchard : And faid to the laft, thatei-
ther it was a fidtion of Rumfey's, or it had paft
between him and Armftrong, while he was walk-
ing about the room, or tafting the wines at Shep¬
herd's ; for he had not heard a word of it. Upon
ail this he was fent a clofe prifoner to the Tower.

Sidney was brought next before the Council.
But his examinafion lafted not long. He faid, he
muft make the beft defence he could, if they had
any proof againft him : But he would not fortify
their evidence by any thing he Ihould fay. And
indeed that was the wifeft courfe -, for the anfwer-
ing queftions upon fuch examinations is a very
dangerous thing : Every word that is faid is laid
hold on, that can be turned againft a man's felf or
his friends, and no regard is had to what he might
fay in favour of them : And it had been happy
for the reft, efpecially for Baillie, if they had ali
held to this maxim. There was at that time no

fort of evidence againft Sidney, fo that his com-
mitment was againft law. Trenchard was alfo ex¬
amined : He denied every thing, But one point
of his guilt was well known : He was the firft man
that had moved the Exclufion in the Houfe of
Corpmons ; $9 he was reckoned 4 loft man.

BgiiJie
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vî68?. Bailîie and two other Gentlemen of Scotland,

^oth Campbells, had changed their lodgings while
the Town was in this fermentation: And upon
that they were feized on as fufpeéted perfons, and
b'rought before the King. He himfelf examined
them, and fîrft queftioned them about the defign
againft his perfon,which they very frankly anfweredj
and denied they knew any thing about it. Then
he alked them, if they had been in any confulta--
tionâ with Lords or others in England, in order to
an infurredtion in Scotland. Baillie faultred at

this : For his confcience reftrained him from lying.
Fie faid, he did net know the importance of thofe
quéftions, nor what ufe might be made of his an-
fwers : He defired to fee them in writing, and then
he would confider how to anfwer them. Both the

King and the Duke threatned him upon this : And
he feemed to negledt that with fo much of the air
of a Philofopher, that it provoked them ont of
meafure againft him. The other two were fo lately
corne from Scotland, that they had feen no body,
and knew nothing. Baillie was loaded by a fpe-
cial direction with very heavy irons : So that foi-
fome weeks his life was a burden to him. Coch-
ran, another of thofe who had been concern'd in
this Treaty, was complained. of, as having talked
very freely of the Duke's government of Scotland.
Upon which the Scotch Secretary fent a note to
him defiring him to corne to him -, for it was in-
tended only to have given him a reprimand, and
to have ordered him to go to Scotland. But he
knew his own fecret So he left his lodgings, and
got beyond fea. This fhewed the Court had not
yet got full evidence : Otherwife he would have
been taken up, as well as the others were.

As foon as the Council rofe, the King went to
morath the Duchefs of Monmouth's, and feemed fo much
and others. concerned for the Duke of Monmouth, that lie
sfeaped. ^ept as he fpoke to her. That Duke told a ftrange

paftage relating to that vifit? to the Lord Cutts,
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frorn whom I had it. The King told his Lady, 1683,
that fome were to corne and learch her lodgings : (/VXî
But he had given order that 110 fearch fhould be
made in her apartments : So fhe might conceal him
fafely in them. But the Duke of Monmouth add-
ed, that he knew him too weli to truft him : So
he went out of his lodgings. And it feems he
judged right : For the place, that was firfl fearched
for him, was her rooms : But he was gone. And
he gave that for the reafon why he could never
truft the King after that. It is not iikely the King
meant to proceed to extremities with him, but that
he intended to h ave him in his own hands, and in
his power.

An order was fent to bring up the Lord Grey,
which met him coming up. He was brought be-
fore the Council, where he behaved himfelf with
great prefence of mind. Fie was fent to the Tower.
But the gâtes were fhut : So he ftaid in the mef-
fenger's hands ail night, whom he furnifhed fo li-
berally with wine, that he was dead drunk. Next
morning he went with him to the Tower gâte,
the meffenger being again faft afleep. He himfelf
called at the Tower gâte, to bring the Lieutenant
of the Tower to reçeive a prifoner. But he began
to thirvk he might be in danger : He found Rum-
fey was one witnefs : And if another fhould come
in he was gone : So he called for a pair of oars,
and went àway, leaving the drunken mefîènger
faft afleep. Warrants were fent for feveral other
perfons 1 Some went out of the way, and others

'were difmifled after fome months imprifonment.
The King fhewed fome appearance of fincerity in
examining'the witnefîes : Lie told them, he would
not hâve a growing evidence : And fo he charged
them to tell put at once ail that they knew : He led
them into no accufations by afking them any quef-
tions : Fie only alked them, if Oates was in their
iecret ? They anfvvered, that they ail looked on
hirp as fuch a rogue, that they would not truft

'

him»
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1683. him. The King alfo faid, he founa Lord Howard
—v—was not among them, and he believed that was

upon the famé account. There were many more
perfons named, and more particulars fet down in
Weft's narrative, than the Court thought fit to
make ufe of : For they had no appearance of truth
in them.

Lord Ruffel, from the tiipe of hîs imprifon-
ment, looked upon himfelf as a dead man, and
turned his thoughts wholly to another world. He
read much in the Scriptures, particularly in the
Pfalms, and read Baxter's dying thoughts. He
was as ferene and calm as if he had been in no

danger at ail. A Committee of Council came to
examine him upon the defign of feizing on the

' guards, and about his treating with the Scots. He
anfwered them civilly ; and faid, that he was now
preparing for his trial, where he did not doubt
but he fhould anfwer every thing that could be
objeded to him. From him they went to Sidney,
who treated them more roughly : He faid, it feem-
ed they wanted evidence, and therefore they were
corne to draw it from his own mouth ; but they
fhould have nothing from him. Upon this exa-
mination of Lord Ruffel, in which his treating
with the Scots was fo pofitively charged on him,
as a thing of which they were well affured, his
Lady defired me to fee who this could be, that had
fo charged him : But this appeared to be only an
artifice, to draw a confeffion from him. Cochran
was gone : And Saillie was a clofe prifoner, and
was very ill ufed : None were admitted to him. I
fent to the keeper of the prifon to let him want
for nothing, and that I fhould fee him paid. I
alfo at his defire fent him books for his entertain-
ment, for which I was threatned with a prifon. I
faid, I was his neareft kinfman in the place, and
this was only to do as I would be done by. From
what I found among the Scots, I quicted the fears
of .Lord Ruffçl's friçndss»

'

Lord
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Lord Howard was ftili going about, and pto- 1683.

tefting to every perfon he faw that there was no
plot, and that he knevv of none : Yet he feemed
to be under a confternation ail the while. Lord
Riiiïëi told me, he was with him when the news
was brought that Weft had delivered himfelf, up»
on which he faw him change colour : And he alk-
ed him, if he apprehended any thing from him ?
He confefîed, he had been as free with him as
with any man. Hamden faw him afterwards un¬
der great fears : And upon that he wifhed him t©
go out of the way, if he thought there was mat-
ter againft him, and if he had not a ftrength of
mind to fuffer any thing that might happen td
him. The King fpoke of him with fuch con-
tempt, that it was not probable that he was ail
this while in correfpondence with the Court.

At laft, four days before Lord Ruffel's trial, he Howard's
was taken in his own houfe after a long fearch ; C:,n^or^
and was found ftanding up within a chimney. As
foon as he was taken he fell a crying : And at his
firit examination he told, as he faid, ail that he-
knew. Weft and Rumfey had refolved only to
charge fome of the lower fort j but had not laid
every thing fo well together, but that they tvere
found contradidling one another. So Rumfey
charged Weft for concealing fome things : Upon
which he was laid in irons, and was threatned with.
being hanged : For three days he would eat no-
thing, and feemed refolved to ftarve himfelf: But
nature overcame his refolutions : And then he told
ah he knew, and perhaps more than he knew -,
for I believe it was at this time that he wrote his
narrative. And in that he told a new.ftory of
Lord Howard, which was not very crédible, that
he thought the beft way of kiliing the King and
the Duke, was for the Duke of Monmouth to fall
into Newmarket with a body of three or foiy:
hundred horfe when they were ail alleep, and fo
to take them ail : As if it had been an eafy matter

Vol. IL T ' to
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1683. to get fuch a body together, and to carry them

thither invifibly upon fo defperate afervice. Upon
Lord Howard's examination, he told a long ftory
ôf Lord Shaftfbury's defign of raifing the City :
He afErmed, that the Duke of Monmouth had
told him, how Trenchard had undertaken to bring
a body of men from Taunton, but had failed in it :
He confirmed that of a rifmg intended- in the City
on the feventeenth or the nintteenth of Nôvember
laft : But he knew of no body that was to be at
the liead of it. So this was looked on as only
talk. But that which came more home was, that
he owned there was a Council of fix fettled, of
which he himfelf was one ; and that they had had
lèverai debates among them concerning an infur-
reètion, and where it fhould begin, whether in the
City or in the Country -, but that they refolved
to be firft weli informed concerning the ftate Scot-
land was in ; and that Sidney had fent Aaron
Smith to Scotland, to bring him a fure informa¬
tion from thence, and that he gave him fixty
guineas for his journey : More oi that matter he
did not know $ for he had gone out of Town to the
Bath, and to his eftate in the Country. During
his abfence the Lords began to apprehend their er-
ror in trufting him : And. upon it Lord Efîex faid
to Lord Ruflel, as the laft told me in prifon, that
the putting themfelves in the power of fuch a man
would be their reproach, as well as their ruin, for
trufting a man of fo ill a cnaracfter : So they re¬
folved to talk no more to him : Butât his next

coming to Town they told him, they faw it was
neceftary at prefent to give over ail confultations,
and tobe quiet : And after that they faw him very
iictle. Hamden was upon Lord Howard's difco-
tery feized on : He, when examined, defired not
to be preffed with queftions : So he was fent to the
Tower.

A party of horfe was fent to bring up Lord
Eftex, who had ftaid ail this while at his houfe in

the
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the Country -, and feemed fo littlë àpprehenfrve of 1683.
danger, that his own Lad y did not imagine he
had any eoncern on his minci. He was offersd to
be conveyed away very fafely: But Fe would not
ftir. His tendernefs for Lord Ruffei was the eau le co-the

of this : For he thought, his going out of the Tower,
way, might incline the Jury to believe the évi¬
dence the more, for his abfconding. He feemed
refolved, as foon as he faw how that went, to take
c'are of himfelf. When the party came to bring
him up, he was at firft in fome diforder, yet he
recovered himfelf. But when he came before the

Council, he was in much confufion. He was fent
to the Tower : And there he fell under a great de-
preffion of fpirit : He could not fleep at ail. He
had fallen before that twice under great fîts of the
fpleen, which returned now upon him with more
violence. He fent by a fervant, whom he had
long trufted, and who was fuffered to corne to
him, a very melancholy meffage to his wife ; That
what he was chargée! with was true : He was forry
he had ruined her and her children : But he had
fent for the Earl of Clarendon, to tàlk fr.ee 1 y to
him, who had married his fifter. She immédi¬
ate] y fent back the fervant, to beg of him that
he would not think of her or her children, but
only ftudy to fupport his own fpirits ; and deiired
him to fay nothing to Lord Clarendon, nor to any
body elfe, till fhe fhould corne to him, which Ihe
was in hope to obtain leave to do in a day or two.
Lord Clarendon came to him upon his meffage :
But he turned the matter fo well to him, as if he
had been only to explain fomewhat, that he had
miftaken himfelf in, when he was before the
Council: But as to that for which he was clapt
up, he laid there was nothing in it, and it would
appear how innocent he was. So Lord Clarendon
went away in a great meafure fatisfied, as he him¬
felf told me. His Lady had another meffage from
him, that he was much calmer ; eipecialiy when
i F 2 he
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1683. he found how fhe took his condition to heart, wfth-

out feeming concerned for her own fhare in it.
He ordered many things to be fent to him : And
among other things hs called at feveral times for a
penknife, with which he ufed to pare his nails very
nicely : S o this was thought intended for an amuse¬
ment. But it was not brought from his houfe in
the Country, tho' fent for. And when it did
not corne, he called for a razor, and faid, that
would do as welh The King and the Duke came
to the Tower that morning, as was given out, to
fee fome invention about the ordinance. As they
were going into their barge, the cry came after
them of what had hapned to Lord Effex : For
his man, thinking he ftaid longer than ordinary in
his clofet, faid,. he looked thro' the key-hoie, and
there faw him lying dead : Upon which the door
being broke open, he. was found dead ; his throat
eut, fo that both the jugulars and the gullet were
eut, a little above the Afpera Arteria. I fhall af-
terwards give an account of the further enquiry
into this matter, which paft then univerfally as
done by himfelf. The Coroners Jury tound it
felf-murder. And when his body was brought
home to his own houfe, and the wound was exa-
mined by his ôwn Surgeon, he faid to me, it was
impoflible the wound could be as it was, if given
by any hand but his own : For except he had calt
his head back, and fcretched up his neck ail he
could, the Afpera Arteria muft have been eut.
But to go on with this tragical day, in which I loft
the two beft friends I had in the world :

The Lord The Lord RudeFs trial was fixed for that day.
Rufîel'5 A Jury was returned that conlifted of citizens of£ria** London who were not freeholders. So the firft

point argued in law was, whether this could be a
légal Jury. The ftatute was exprefs : And the
reafon was, that none but men of certain eftates
might try a man upon his life. It was anfwered,
that the pradtice of the City was to the contrary,

upon
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upon the very reafon of the law :> For the richeft 1683.
men of the City were often no freeholders, but —-
merchants whofe. wealth iay in their trade and
ftock. So this was over-ruled, and the Jury was
fworn. They were pickt ont vvith great care, be-
ing men of tair réputation in other refpedts, but
fo engaged in the party for the Court, that they
were ealy to believe any thing on that fide. Rum-
fey, Shepherd, and Lord Howard were the wit-
neffes, who depoied according to what was for-
meriy related. Shepherd fwore, Lord Rufîel was
fcwiçe. at his houfè, tho' he was never there but
once. And when Lord Rufîel fent him word afcer
his fentence, that he forgave him ail he had fworn
againft him, but that he muft remember that he
was never within his doors but one fingle time :
To which ail the anfwer Shepherd made was, that
ail the while he was in Court during the trial, he
was under fuch a confufion, that he fcarce knew
what he Laid. Both Rutnfey and he fwore, that
Lord Rufîel had exprefîed his confent to the feiz-
ing on the guards, tho' they did not fwear any one
word that" he fpoke which imported it : So that
here a man was convidted of treafon, for being pre«-
fent by accident, or for fome innocent purpofe,-
where treafonable matter was difcouried, wi-thout
bearing a part in that difcourfe, or giving any af-
fent by words or otherwife to what was fo dif-
courfed ; which at the moft amounts to mifprifion,
or concealment of treafon only. As Lord How¬
ard began his evidence, the news of thé Eari of
Efîex's death came to the Court. Upon which
Lord Howard ftopped, and faid, he could not go
on till he gave- vent to his grief in fome tears. He
foon recovered» himfelf, and told ail his ftory.
Lord Rufîel defended himfelf by many compur-
gators, who fpoke very fully of his great worth,
and that it was not likely he would engage in ill
defîgns. Some others befîdes myfelf teftified, how
folemrtly Lord Howard had denied his knowledae
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168 9. of any plot, -upon its firft breaking ont. Finch,

the Solicitor General, faid, no regard was to be
had to that, for ail witneffes denied àt firft. It
was anfwered, if thefe déniais had been only to a
magiftrate, or at an examination, it might be
thought of lefs moment ; But fuch folemn déni¬
ais, with afièverations, to friends, and officioufly
offered, fhewed that fuch a witnefs was fo bad a

m-an, that no crédit was due to his teftimony. It
was alfo urged that it was not fworn by any of the
witneffes, that Lord Ruffel had fpoken any fuch
words, or words to that effect : And without fome
fuch indication, it could not be known that he
hearkned to the difcourfe, or confented to it. Lord
Ruffel alfo afked, upon what ftatute he was tried :

\ x - r .

}f upon the old ftatute of the twenty fifth of Ed¬
ward the third, or if upon the ftatute made declar-
ing what fhall be held treafon during the King's
reign ? Théy could not rely on the laft, becaufe of
the limitation of time in it : Six inonths, and fome-
thing more, were paffed fince the time of thefe dif-
courles ; So they relied on the old ftatute. Upon
which he afked, where was the overt-atft ? For
none appeared. It was alfo faid, that by that fta¬
tute the very imagining the King's death, when
proved by an Overt-aél, was treafon : But it was
only the levying war, and not the imagining to
levy war agâinft the King, that was treafon by that
ftatute. Cook and Haie were of this opinion, and
gave their reaidns for it. And it feemed, that the
Parliament that paft the a£t of treafon during the
prefent Reign were of that mind ; for they enumer
rated cohfuitations to raife war among thofe things
which were declared to be treafon during that Reign :
This fhewed, that they did not lbok on them as
eomprehended within the old ftatute. The King's
Counfel pretended, that confultations to feize on
the guards were an overt-acl of a defign againft
the King's pèrfon. But thofe forces, that fiave
got the defignation of guards appr'opriated to the ni,

i ' ' are
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are not the King's guards in law: They are not 1683.
fo much as allowed of by law : For even the Iately vyV
diffolved long Parliament, that was fo careful of
the King, and fo kind to him, would never take
notice of the King's forces, much lefs call them
his guards. The guards were only a company of
men in the King's pay : So that a defign to feize^.
on them amounted to no more, than to a defign to
feize on à part of the King's army. But the word
guards founded fo like a fecurity to the King's per-
fon, that the defign againft them was conftruffed
a defign againft his life : And yet none of the wit-
neffes fpoke of any defign againft the King's per-
fon. Lord Howard fwore pofitively, that they
had no fuch defign. Yet the one was conftruded
to be the natural confequence of the other. So
that after ail the declaming againft a conftruélive
treafon in the cafe of Lord Strafford, the Court.was
always running into it, when they had a mind to
deftroy any that ftood in their way. Lord Rufifel
defired, that his Counfel might be heard to this
point of feizing the guards : But that was denied,
unlefs he would confefs the fa6t : And he would
not do that, becaufe, as the witnefïès had fworn it,
it was falfe. He once intended to have related the
whoie fa6t, juftas it was : But his Counfel advifed
him againft it. Some of his friends were for it,
who thought that it could amount to no more than
a concealment and mifprifion of treafon. Yet the
Counfel diftinguifhed between a bare knowledge,
and a concealing that, and a joining defignedly in
council with men that did defign treafon : For in
that cafe, tho' a man fhould differ in opinion from
a treafonable propofition, yet his mixing in coun¬
cil with fuch men will in law make him a traitor.
Lord Rufîel fpoke but little : Yet in few words he
touched on ail the material points of law that had
been fuggefted to him. Finch fummed up the évi¬
dence againft him : But in that, and in feveral
other triais afterwards, he fnewed more of a vici-
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1683. eus éloquence, in turning rrjatters with fome fub-

V/"V"v tlety againft the prifoners, than of folid or fincere
reafoning. Jefferies would fhew his zeal, and fpeak
after him : But it was only an infolent déclama¬
tion, fuch as ail his were, full of fury and indecent
invectives. Pemberton was the head of the Court,
the other Bench not being yet filled. He fum-
tried up the evidence at firft very fairly : But in
conclufion he told the Jury, that a defign tofeize
the guards was furely a defign againft the KingV
life. But tho' he ftruck upon this, which was the
main point, yet it was thought that his ftating the
whole matter with fo little eagernefs againft Lord
Rufîel, was that which loft him his place : For he
was turned out foon after. Lord Rufiel's beha-
viour during the trial was decent and compofed :
So that he feemed very little conçerned in the iffue
of the matter. He was a man of fo much candour,
that he fpoke little as to the facft : For fince he was
advifed not to tell the whole truth, he could not
fpeak againft that which he knew to be true, tho'
in fome particulars it had been carried beyond the
truth. But he was not allowed to make the dif¬
férence : So he left that wholly to the Jury, who

He was brought in their verdicft againft him, upon which
condemn- "he received fentence.

He tften compofed himfelf to die with great fe-
rioufnefs. Fie faid, he was fure the day of his
trial was more uneafy to him, than that of his ex¬
écution would be. Ail poffible methods were ufed to
have faved his life : Money was offereddo the Lady
Portfmouth, and to ail that had crédit, and that
without meafure. Fie was preftèd to fend pétiti¬
ons and fubmiftions to the King, and to the Duke j
But he left it to his friends to confider how far
thefe might go, and how they were to be worded.
Ail he was brought to wras, to offer to live beyond
iea in any place that the King fnould name, and
never to meddle any more in Engîifh affairs. But
glj W3§ in vain ; Both King and Puke were fixed
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in their refolutions -, but with this différence, as 1683.
Lord Rochefter afterwards cold me, that the Duke v—«
fuffered fome, arnong whom he was one, to argue
the point with him, but the King could not bear
the difcourfe. Some have faid, that the Duke
moved that he might be executed in Southamp -
ton fquare, before his own houfe, but that the King
rejected that as indécent. So Lincolns-Inn-Fields
was the place appointed for his exécution. The
laft week of his life he was fhut up ail the morn-
ings, as he himfelf defired. And about noon I
came to him, and fiaid with him till night. AH
the whiie he expreffed a very Chriftian temper,
without iliarpnefs or refentment, vanity or affeéta-
tion. His whole behaviour looked like a triumph
over death. Upon fome occafions, as at table, or
when his friends came to fee him, he was decently
chearful. I was by him when the Sheriffs came
to fhew him the warrant for his exécution. He
read it with indifférence : And when they were
gone he told me, it was not decent to be merry
with fuch a matter, otherwife he was near telling
Rich, (who tho' he was now of the other fide,
yet had been a member of the Houfe of Com¬
muns, and had voted for the exclufion,) that they
fhould never fit together in that Houfe any more
to vote for the bill of Exclufion. The day before
His death he fell a bleeding at the nofe : Upon that
he faid to me pleafantly, I fhall not now let blood
to divert this : That will be done to-morrow. At
night it rained hard : And he faid, fuch a rain.
to-morrow will fpoil a great fhew, which was a dull
thing in a rainy d,ay. He faid, the fins of his
youth lay heavy upon his mind : But he hoped
God had forgiven them, for he was fure he had
forfaken them, and for many years he had walk-
ed before God with a fincere heart : If in his pub-
lick a^lings he had committed errors, they were
only the errors of his underftanding -, for he had
fio priratç ends, nor ijl defigns of his own in

% them ;
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1683. them : He was ftill of opinion that the King was

limitée! by law, and that when he broke thro*
thofe lïmits his fubjedts might defend themfelyes,
and reftrain him : He thought a violent death was
a verv defirable way of ending one's life : It was
only the being expofed to be a little gazed at, and
to fuffer the pain of one minute, which, he was
confident, was not equal to the pain of drawing a
tooth. He faid, he felt none of thofe tranfports
that fome good people felt ; but he had a fufl calm
in his mind, no palpitation at heart, nor trembling
at the thoughts of death. He was much concern-
ed at the cloud that feemed to be now over his

Country : But he hoped his death fhould do more
fervice, than his life could have done.

Hjs pre- This was the fubftance of the difeourfe between

forïêïh ant^ me- Tillotfon was oft with him that lait
week. We thought the party had gone too quick
in their confultations, ancl too far ; and that re-
fiftance in. the condition we were then in was not

îawftil. He faid, he had not leilure to enter info
difeourfes of politicks -, but he thought a govern-
ment limited by law was only a name, if the fub-
jefits might not maintain thofe limitations by force :
Otherwife ail was at the dilcretion of the Prince :

That was contrary to ail the notions he had lived
in of our government. But he faid, there was
nothing among them but the embrio's of things,
that were never like to have any efFeét, and that
•were now quite diffolved. He thought, it was
neceffary for him to ieave a paper behind him at
his death : And becaufe he had not been accuftom-
ed to draw fuch papers, he defired me to give him
a fcheme of the heads fit to be fpoken to, and of
the order in which they fhould bé laid": Which I
did. And he was three days empioyêd for fome
time in the morning to write out his fpeech. Pie
ordered four copies to be made of it, ail which
he figned ; and gave the original with three of the
copies to his Lady, and kept tfie other to give tq"



of King Charles II.
the Sheriffs on the Scaffold. He writ it with great
care : And the paffages that were tender he writ in
papers apart, and fhewed them to his Lady, and
to myfelf, before he writ them out fair. He was
very eafy wlïen this was ended. He alfo writ a
letter to the King, in which he afked pardon for
every thing he had faid or done contrary to his
duty, protefting he was innocent as to ail defigns
againft his perfon or government, and that his heart
was ever devoted to that, which he thought was
his true intereft. He added, that thoJ he thought
he had met with hard meafure, yet he forgave ail
concerned in it from the higheft to the loweft ;
and ended, hoping that his Majeity's difpleafure
at him would ceafe with his own life, and that no

part of it fhould fall on his wife and children. The
day before his death he received the Sacrament
from Tillotfon with much dévotion. And I preach-
ed two fhort fermons to him, which he heard with
great affe&ion. And we were fhut up till towards
the evening. Then he fuffered his children that
were very young, and fome few of his friends to
take leave of him ; in which he maintained his
conftaricy of temper, tho' he was a very fond fa-
ther. He alfo parted with his Lady with a com-
pofed filence : And, as foon as fhe was gone, he
faid to me, The bitternefs of death is paft : For
he loved and efteemed her beyond expreflion, as
fhe well deferved it in ail refpecls. She had the
command of herfelf fo much, that at parting fhe
gave him no difturbance. He went into his cham-
ber about mianight : And I ftaid ail night in the
outward room. He went not to bed till about two,

in the morning : And was fait afîeep till four, whetl
according to his order we calied him. He was
quickly dreffed, but would lofe no time in firaving :
For he faid, he was not concerned in his good looks
that day.

He was not il] pleafed with the account he heard
that morning of the manner of Walcot's death,

who
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who together with one Hone and Rowfe had fuf-
fered the day before. Thefe were condemned

The trial Up0n the evidence of the witnefîes. Rumfe'y and
an?-ex^c "Weft fwore fully againft Walcct : He had aliocution or . if-, ^

Walcot writ a letter to the Secretary offering to make dn~
and coveries, in which he laid the plot was laid deep
others. an(j wi^e. Walcot denied at his death the whofe

bufinefs of the Rye-Plot, and of his undertaking
to fight the guards while others fhould kill the
King. He faid, Weft had often fpoken of it to
him in the phrafe of lopping-, and that he always
faid he would not meddie in it, and that he looked
on it as an infamôus thing, and as that which the
Duke of Monmouth would certainly revenge, tho*
Weft aiïured him that Duke had engaged un-
der his hand to confent to it. This confeffion of
Walcot's, as it fhewed himfelf very guilty, fo it
made Weft appear fo black, that the Court made
no more ufe of him. Hone, a poor tradefman in
London, who it feems had fome heat but fcarce
any fenfe in him, was drawn in by Keeling, and
Lee, another witnefs, who was alfo brought in by
Keeling to a very wild thing, of killing the King
but fparing the Duke, upon this conceit, that we
would be in lefs danger in being under a profefted
Papift than under the King. Hone had promifed
to ferve in the exécution of it, but neither knew
when, where, nor how it was to be done : So, tho*
he feemed fitter for a Bedlam than a trial, yet he
was tried the day before the Lord Rufîel, and fuf-
fered with the others the day before him. He con-
fefîed his own guilt -, but faid, thefe who witneffed
againft him had engaged him in that defign, for
which they now charged him : But he knew no-
thing of any other perlons, befides himfelf and the
two witnelTes, The third was one Rowfe, who had
belonged to Player the Chamberlain of London ;
againft whom Lee and Keeling fwore the famé
things. He was more affefted with a fenfe of the
beat and fury with which he had been adted, than

the
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the others were: But hedenied, that he was ever. 1683.
in any defign againft the King's life. He faid, the 1—~v-—^
witneffes had let fall many wicked things of that
matter in difcourfe with him : So that he was re-

folved to difcover them, and was oniy waiting tiil
he could find out the bottom of their defigns :
But that now they had prevented him. He vin-
dicated ali his acquaintance from being any way
concerned in the matter, or. ffom approving fuch
defigns. Thefe men dyirig as they did, was fuch
a difgrace to the witneffes, that the Court law it
was not fit to make any further ufe of them. Great
ufe was made of the conjunction of thefe two plots,
©ne for a rifing, and another for an affafïination.
It was faid, that the one was that, which gave the
heart and hope to the other black confpiracy : By
which they were over ail England blended toge-
ther as a plot within a plot, which caft a great load
on the whole party.

Lord Ruffel feemedto have fome fatisfadlion to RuffePs
find, that there was no truth in the whole contri- execut!0n*
vance of the Rye-Plot : So that he hoped, that in-
famy, which now biafled their party, would foon
go ofF. He went into his chamber fix or feven
times in the morning, and prayed by himfelf, and
then came out to Tillotfon and me : He drunk a

little tea and fome fherry. He wound up his
watch -, and faid, now he had done with time, and
was going to eternity. He afked what he fhould
give the executioner : I told him ten guineas : He
faid, with a fmile, it was a pretty tliing to give a
fee to have his head eut off. When the Sheriffs
called him about ten a clock, Lord Cavendifh was

waiting below to take leave of him. They em-
braced very tenderly. Lord Ruffel, after he had
îeft him, upon a fudden thought came back to
him, and preffed him earneflly to apply .himfelf
more to religion ; and told him what great corn-
fort and fupport he felt from it now in his extre-
mity. Lord Cavendifh had very generoufly offer-
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1683. ed to manage his efcape, and to ftay in prifon for

him while he fhould go away in his cloaths : But
he would not hearken to the motion. The Duke
of Monmouth had alfo fent me word, to let him
know, that, if he thought it could do him any fer-
vice, he would corne in, and run fortunes with
him. He anfwered, it would be of no advantage
to him to have his friends die with him. Tillot-
fon and I went in the coach with him to the place
of exécution. Some of the croud that filled the
ftreets wept, while others infulted : He was touch-
ed with a tendernefs that the one gave him, but
did not feem at ail provoked by the other. He
was finging" Plalms a great part of the way ; and
faid, he hoped to ftng better very foon. As he
obferved the great crouds of people ail the way,
he faid to us, I hope 1 fhall quickly fee a much
better afiembly. "When he came to the Scaffold,
he walked about it four or five times. Then he
turned to the Sheriffs, and délivered his paper.
He protefted, he had always been far from any de-
figns againft the King's life or government : He
prayed God would preferve both, and the Prote-
ftant Religion. Pïe wilhed ail Procédants might
love one another, and not make way for Popery
by their animofities.

RuSel's xhe lubftancq, of the paper he gave the m was,
. f. fîrft a profeiTion of his Religion, and of his fince-

* "

rity in it : That he was of the Church of England :
But wiflicd ail would unité together againft the
cornmon enemy : That Churchmen would be lefs
fevere, and Diffenters lefs fcrupulous. He owned,
he had a great zeal againft Popery,, which he look-
ed on as au idolâtrons and Woody Religion : But
that, tho' he was at ail times ready to venture
his life for his Religion or his Country, yet that
would never have c'arried him to a black or wicked

clefign. No man ever had the impudence to move
to him any thing with relation to the King's life :
He prayed heartily for him, that in his perfon

and
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and gover n ment he might be happy, both in this
world and in the next. He protefted, that in the
profeeution of the Popifh plot he had gone on in
the fincerity of his heart ; and that he never knew
of any pradtice with the witneffes. He owned,
he had been earneft in the matter of the Ex-

clufion, as the beft way in his opinion to fecure
both the King's life and the Proteftant religion :
And to that he imputed his prefent fufferings :
But he forgave ail concerned in them ; and charged
his friends to think of no revenges, fie thought
his fentence was hard : Upon which he gave an
account of ail that had paft at Shepherd's. From
the heats that appeared in choofing the Sheriffs he
concluded, that this matter wouid end as it now
did : And he was not much furprized to find it
fa.ll upon himfelf : He wifhed it might end in him :
Killing by forms of law was the worft fort of mur-
der. He concluded with fomc very devout Eja-
dilations. After he had delivered this paper he
prayed by himfelf: Then Tillotfon prayed with
him. After that he prayed again by himfelf : And
then undreffed himfelf, and laid his head on the
block, without the leaft change of countenance :
And it was eut off at two ftrokes.

This was the end of that great and good man:-
On which I have perhaps enlarged too copioully :
But the great efteem I had for him, and the ihare
I had in this matter, will I hope exeufè it. His
fpeech was fo foon printed, that ifwas fellingabout
the ilreets an hour after his death : Upon which
the Court was highly enflamed. So Tillotfon and
I were appointed to appear before the Cabinet
Council. Tillotfon had little to fay, but only that
Lord Rufiel had lliewed him his fpeech the day
before he fuffered ; and that he fpoke to him, what
he thought was incombent on him, upon fome
parts of it, but he was not difpofed to alter it. I
was longer before them. I law they apprehended
I had penned the fpeech. I toîd the King, that at

his
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1683. his Lady's defire I writ down a very pafticular
w-vw journal of every pafiage, great and fmall, that had

hapned during m y attendance on him : I had juft
ended it, as I received my fummons to attend his
Majefly : So, if he commanded me, I would read
it to him : Which upon his command I did. I
faw they were ail aftonifhed at the many extraor-
dinary things in it : The rnoft important of them
are fet down in the former relation» The Lord

Keeper afked me, if I intended to print that. I
faid, it was only intended for his Lady's private
ufe. The Lord Keeper, feeing the King filent,
added, You are not to think the King is pleafed
with this, becaule he fays nothing; This was very
mean. He then afked me, if I had not ftudied to
difiuade the Lord Rufiel from putting many things
in his fpeech. I faid, I had difcharged my con-
fcience to him very freely in every partieular : But
he was now gone : So it was impoffible to know,
if I fhould tell any thing of what had paft between
us, whether it was true or falfe : I defired therefore
to be exciifed. The Duke afked me, if he had
faid any thing to me in confeffion. I anfwered,
that if he had faid any thing to me in confidence,
that was enough to reftrain me from fpeaking of it.
Only I offered to take my oath, that the fpeech
was penned by himfelf, and not by me. The
Duke, upon ail that pait in this examination, ex-
prefted himfelf fo highly offenaed at me, that it
was concluded I would be ruined. Lord Halifax
fent me word, that the Duke îooked on my read-
ing the journal as a ftudied thing, to make a pa-
negyrick on Lord î^uflers memory. Many pamph¬
lets were writ on that occafion : And I was heavily
chargée! in them ail, as the advifer, if not the au-
thor, of the fpeech. But I was advifed by ail my
friends to write no anfwer, but to bear the malice
that was vented upon me with filence -, which I re-
folved to do.

A*
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Ât this time Prince George of Denmark came 1683.

Into England to marry the D.uke's fécond daughter. c*—y—
The Prince of Hanover had come over two years of
before to make aédrefïès to her : But he was fcarce Denmark
;got hither, wheii he received orders from his fa- married
ther not to proceed in that defign ; for he had Jhe
agreed a match for him with his brother the Duke
of Zeli for his daughter, which did at that tirne x
more accommodate the family. The marriage
that was now made with the brother of Denmark
did not at ail pleaie the nation : -For we knew that
the proportion came from France. So it was ap-
prehended, that bôth Courts reckoned they were
fure that hevwould change his Religion : In which
we hâve feen, iince that time, that our fears were
ill grounded, He has lived in ail refpeéls the
happieft with his Princefs that was polhble, except
in one particular : For tho' there was a child born
every year for many years, yet they have ail died :
So that the fruitfulléft marriage that has been
known in our âge, has been fatally blailed as to
the effed of it.

The affairs abroad were now every where in a The fieg®
great fermentation. The Emperor had governed of Vien-
Hungary fo ftrangely, as at once to perfecute thô-
Proteflants and to opprefs the Papifts in their liber-
ties, which difpofed both to rebel : Upon which
■the male-contents were now in arms, and had pof-
felfed themfelves of feveral places in the upper
Hungary ; which .being near Poland, they were
managed and afîifted by the French Minifters in
that Kingdom ; in which the Cardinal of Fourbin
was the chief infiniment. But they not being able
to maintain themfelves againit the Emperor's
whole force, Tekeli, who was fet at their head,
offered ail fubmiffions to the Turk, and begged
Fis protection. Upon this that great war broke
out, ail fet on by the pradices of the King of
■France 1 who, whil'e he was perfeeuting the Pro¬
teflants in his own. Kingdom, was at the famé time

Vol. IL Q en.cou-
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1683. encouraging the rébellion of Hungary, and drsw-

ing the Turk into Chriftendom. I need not en-
large further on a matter fo weli known as the
hege of Vienna : Which, if it had been as well
profecuted as, it was firft undertaken, the Town
would have been certai-nly taken, and with that
the Emperor and his family ruined. The King of
France drew a great army together near the fron-
tier of Germany, and feemed to dépend upon it
that the Town would be taken ; and that he would
be called in by the Princes of Germany to protedl
them, and upon that have been chofen Emperor.
He at the famé tinne fent Humîeres with an army
into Fianders, upon a pretenfion to Aloft, that
would have feemed very ftrange in any other Court
but that. He had once poffefïèd' himfelf, during the
war, of Aloft : But afterwards he drew his troops
out of it. So it not being in his hands when the
peace of Nimeguen was made, no mention was
made of reftoring it. But now it was faid, that,
it being once in the King's hands by the right of
his arms, it was ftill his, fince he had not exprefsly
renounced it : Therefore he now demanded it, or
to have Luxembourg given him as an équivalent
for it. Humieres ftnding 110 refiftance in theSpa-
nifh Netherlands, deftroyed and ruined the coun-
try, beyond any thing it had felt during the whole
war. This was the ftate of affairs abroad at the
time of thefe trials.

Ail people thonght we fhould fee a Parliatîient
prefently called, from which both the King and
the Duke might have expeéted every thing, that
they could defire : For the body of the nation was
yet fo poffefted with the belief of the plot, that
probabïy ail élections would have gone as the Court
diredted, and fcarce any of the other party would
have had the courage, to have ftood for an électi¬
on any where. But the King of France began to
apprehend, that the King might grow fo much the
mafter at home, that he would be no longer in

their
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their management: And they forefâw that.; whât 168 p
fu-ccefs foever the King might have in a Parliament
with relation to his own affairs. it was not to be

imagined but that a Houfe of Gommons, at thé
lame time that they fhewed their iubmiffion to the
King, would both enable him to refift the progrefs
of the Fréneh armSj. and addrefs to him to enter
into alliances with the Spaniards and the States»
So the Fréneh made ufe oi ail their inftruments to

divert our Court from ealling a Parliament : And
they got the King to confent to their polTelîing
themlèlvés of Luxembourg : For which, I was
told, they gave him 3000001. But I have no cer-
tainty of that. Lord Mount.ag.ue told me of it$
and feemed to believe it : And Lady Portfmouth
valued lier felf on this of Luxembourg as gained
by lier ^ and called it the laPc fèrvice Ihe did thé
Court of France.

At this time I went ovef into France., chisfiy to Thé atL
be out of the way, when I was fallen on almolt in |hor^wenc
every libeJ : For new fets of addreiïes (were now c0.ir! 0ç
running about the nation^ with more beat and France»
fwelled éloquence in them than the former ones»
In ail which the providential fire of New-Market
was fet off with great pomp : And in mâny of
them there were hard things faid of Lord Ruffel
and his fpeech, with infmuationâ that looked to-
wards me.

In France Rouvigny^ whô was the Lady Rufîel's Characi
Uncle, ftudied to get me to be much vihtéd and ^ers oi
known. There my acquaintance with Marfhaj
Séhomberg began : And by him I was açquainted t iere.
with Marfhal Beilefonds; who was a devant man$
but very weak. He read thé Soriptures much,
and feemed to praélife the virtues of the defart ir.i
the midft of that Court. I knew the Arçhbifhôp
cf Rheims^j who was a rôugh boiftetous nian : H®
feemed to have good notions of thé epifcopal duty,
in ail things except that of the fetting a good ex>
ample to his Clergy : For he allowed htmfelf m

Q 2 libertés
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1683. liberties of ail kinds. The Duke of Montaufier

was a pattern of virtue and fincerity, if not too
cynicai in it. He was fo far frorn ûattering the
King, as ail the reft did moft abjedtly, that he
could not hold from contradiàting him, as often
as there was occafion for it. And for that reafon

chiefly the King made him the Dauphin's gover-
nor : To which, he told me, he had appiied him-
felf with great care, tho', he very frankly added,
withoiit fuccefs. The exterior of the King was
very folemn : The firft time I hapned to fee him
was, when the news came of the raifing the fiege
of Vienna ; with which, Schomberg told me, he
was much ftruck, for he did not look for it. While
I was at Court, which was only for four or five
days, one of the King's coaches was fent to wait
on me, and the King ordered me to be well treat-
ed by ail about him, which upon that was done,
with a great profufion of extraordinary refpedts :
At which ail people ftood amazed. Some thought,
it was to encourage the fide againft the Court, by
this treatment of one then in difgrace. Others
more probably thought, that the King, hearing I
was a writer of hiftory, had a mind to engage me
to write on his fide. I was told a penfion would
be offered me. But I made no fteps towards it :
For tho' I was offered an audience of the King, I
excufed it, fince I could not have the honour to
be prefented to that King, by the Minifter ofEng-
Iand. I faw the Prince of Conde but once, tho3
he intended to fee me oftner. He had a great
quicknefs of apprehenfion, and was thought the
beft judge in France both of wit and learning.
Pîe had read my hiftory of the Reformation, that
was then tranftated into Trench, and feemed
pleafed with it. So were -many of the great law-
yers ; in particular Fïarlay, then Attorney Gene¬
ral* and now firft Prefident of the Court of Parli.-
ament of Paris. The conteft's with Rome were

•then very high ; for the Afiembly of the Clergy
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had palt fome articles, very derogatory to the Pa-. 1683;
pal authority: So manyfancied, that matter might l/rVNJ
go to a rupture : And Harlay faid very publickiy,
that, if that fhould happen, I had laid beforethem
a goocl plan to copy from.

Bellefonds had fo good an opinion of me, that
lie thought inftances of dévotion might have fome
effedt on me : So he made the Duchefs La Valiere
think, that fhe might be an infiniment in con-
verting me : And he brought a meffage from her,
denring me to corne to the grate to lier. I was
twice there : And fhe told me the fteps of her con-
verfion, and of her coming into that ftrid: order
of the Carmélites, with great humility and much
dévotion. Treville, one of the Duchefs of Or-
leans's admirers, was fo ftruck with her death,
that he had lived in retreat from that time, and
was but newly corne to appear agadn : He had
great knowledge, with a true fenfe of Religion :
He feemed to groan under many of the corrupti¬
ons of their Church. He and fome others whom
I knew of the Sorbon, chiefly Faur, Pique, and

'

Brayer, feemed to think that almoft every thing
among them was out of order ; and wifhed for a
regular Reformation : But their notion, of the uni-
ty of the Church, kept them ftill in a communion
that they feemed uneafy in : And they faid very
freely, they wondered how any one, that was once
out of their communion, fhould defire to corne
back into it. They were generally leamed only in
one point : Faur was the beft read in ecclefiaftical
hiftory of any man I faw among them : And I ne-
ver knew any of that Church that underftood the
Scriptures fo weil as Pique did. They declared
themfelves for abolifhing the Papal authority, and
for reducing the Pope co the old Primacy again.
They fpoke to me of the Bifhops of France, is
men that were hoth virions and ignorant : They
feemed now to be againfl the - Pope : But it \v.u
only becaufe lie was in the interefts c: die .Houle;
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1683. of Atiflria : For they woulcl déclaré him infallibleÇ

the next day after he fhould turn to the intereft of
France: So they expected 110 good, neither from
the Court nor from the Clergy. ï faw St. Amour,
the author of the journal of what paft at Rome,
in the condemnation of the five propofitions of
Janfenius. He feemed to be a fincere and worthy
man, who had more judgment than either quick-
nefs or learhing. Ke toid me, his whole life had
been one campaign againft the Jefuits; and fpoke
of the m as the great plague of the Churcjh. He
îamented a'ifq that fharpnefs of ftile, with which
his friehd AnnanId treated the Proteftants -, for
which, he faid, both he and ail his friends blamed
him. I was carried by a Bifhop to the Jefuits at
St. Anthoine's. There I faw P. Bcurdalou, ef-
teemed one of the greateft preichers of the âge,
and one of the hcnour-s of his order. He was a

man of a fweet temper, not at ail violent againft
Proteftants : On the contrary, he believed good
men among them might be laved, which was a
pitch of charity that I had never obferved, in any
of the learned of that Communion. 1 was alfo.
once with P. de la Chaife, the King's Confeftor,
who was a dry man. He told me, how great a
man they would make me, if I would corne over
to them/

T.his \vas ,my acquaintance on the Popifn fide.
î fay îittle of the Proteftants. They came ail to
me : So I was well known among them, The
method that carried over the men of the fineft
parts among them to Popery was this : They
brought themfelves to doubt of the whole Chriftian
Religion : When that was once done, it feemed a
more indiffèrent thing qf what fide or form they
CGntinued to be outwàrdly. The bafe pradtices of
buying many over with pendons, and of d'riving
qthers' over with perpétuai ill ufage and the acls of
the hi'gheftinjuftice and violence, and the vile artih-
Çç$ in bringing on and carrying fo many procefies
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againft moft of their Churches, as not compre- 1683'.
hended wjthin the edict of Nantes, were a reproach •——y—
both to the greatnefs of their King and to the
juftice of their Courts. Many nevv edicfts- were
coming out every day againft them, which corn-
tradicfed the ediét of Nantes in the moft exprefs
words poffible : And yet to ail thefe a ftrange
claufe was added, That the King did not intend-
by them to recal, nor to go againft any article of
the edibt of Nantes, whiçh he would maintain in¬
violable. I knew Spanheim particularly, who was
Envoy from the Eleclor of Brandenbourg, who is
the greateft critick of the âge in ail ancient learn-
ing, and is with that a very able man in ail aftairs,
and a Frank cheerful man : Qualities that do not
always meet in very learned men. After a few
months ftay I returned, and found both the King
and Duke were highly offended, at the réception
I had met with in France. They did not know
what to make of it, and fancied there was fome-
thing hid under it.

The addrefles had now gone round England, Affairs ia
The Grand Juries made after that high prefent- Enëland'
ments, againft ail that were efteemed Whigs and
Non-conformifts. Great pains were taken to Hnd
out more witneftès. Pardons and rewards were
offered very freely. But none came in : Which
made it évident, that nothing v^as fo well'laid, or
brought fo near exécution, as the witneffes had de-
poled : Otherwife people would have been croud-
ing in for pardons. Ail people were apprehenfive
of very black defigns, when they faw jefteries
made Lord Çhief Juftice, who was lcandaloufly
vitious, and was drunk every day -, befides a préférai
drunkennefs oi fury in his temper, that looked like
Enthufiafin. He did not confider the decencies of
his poft : No.r did he fo vnuch as ajfect to feem
impartial, as became a Judge -, but run out upon
ail occafions into déclamations, that did not be- +

çome the Bar, muçh lefs the Bench. Hc was not
0^4 learned
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1683. îearned in his profeiïion : And Ris éloquence, tho9
—v—vitioufly copious, yet was neither correéf nor agree-

able. Pemberton was turned ont of the Common
Pleas, and Jones was put in his place : And Jeffe-
ries had three Judges joined with him in the King's
Bench, fit to fit by him.

The King fent a new mefiage to the City of
London, requiring the Common Council to deli-
ver up their Charter, threatning them, that other-
wife he wouîd order the judgment to be entred.
Upon this a great debate arofe among them. Some
were for their compliance, that they mightprevent
the préjudice that would otherwife arilè. On the
other hand it was faid, that ail freemen took an
oath to maintain the rights of their Corporation :
So that it was perjury in them to betray thefe.
They faid, it was better to leave the matter to the
King, than by any acl of their own to deliver ail
up. So it was carried not to do it by afew voices.
Upon that the judgment was entred : And the
King feized on their liberties. Many of the Al-
dermen and other officers were turned out : And
pthers were put in their places. So they continuée!
for fome time a City without a Charter, or a Com¬
mon Council : And the King named the magif-
trates. New Charters'were fent to m oit of the

Corporations, in which the King referved a power
to himfelf, to turn out magiitrates at his pleafure.
This was done to make ail fure fora neweledtion
of Parliament, which carne now under confidem
ation. :

1684. There was a claufe in the adl, that repealed the
triennial bill, which had paft iii the beginning of

^'ne the troubles, whereby it was enadted that a Parlia-
hient fhould meet every third year : But it had

ment pro norje of thofe enforcing clâufes, in cafe it did not
pofed, but fhëet, that were in the other act : And the third
ïtj,ded. yÇar from tRe Parliament of Oxford was now near

an end, So, fince the King had declared he would
goverh

\
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govern according to law, and in particular that 1684.
he would have fréquent Parliaments, for which he v—v—-
had fpecial thanks given him in many of the ad-
dreffes, it was propofed that a Parliament fhould
be called. A war feemed like to break out in
Flanders ; where the Spaniards, how ili foever they
were prepared for it, had declared war, upon the
French troops poftèffing themfelves of Dixmuyd
and Courtray. The Prince of Orange was prefïing
the States to go into a new war, rather than let
Luxembourg be taken. But this was much op-
pofed by the Town of Amfterdam. The calling
a new Parliament here, and England's engaging,
as ail believed they might do, would be an effectuai
reftraint on the French. But the King had con-
fented to let Luxembourg fall into their hands :

j O

So it was apprehended that the Parliament might
fall upon that, which was the only point thatcould
occafion any différence between the King and them.
It was alfo faid, that it was fit ail the Charters
fhould be firft brought in, and ail the Corporati¬
ons new modelled, before the Parliament fhould
be called. The prérogative lawyers pretended,
that the prérogative was indeed limited by néga¬
tive and prohibiting words, but not by affirmative
words. Lord Halifax told me, he preffed this ail
he could ; but there was a French intereft work-
ing flrongly againft it : So the thoughts of a Par¬
liament at that time were laid afide. The Scotch

prifoners were ordered to be lent down to be
tried in Scotland. This was fad news to them :

- For the boots there are a fevere torture. Baillie
had reafon to expeét the worft ufage : He was
carried to Newgate in the morning that Lord
Ruffel was tried, to fee if he could be per-
fuaded to be a witnefs againft him. Every thing
that could work on him was made ufe of, but
ail in vain : So they were refolved to ufe him fe~

I paffed
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j684. I paiïed ftightly over the fufpicions that were

raifed upon Lord Effex's death, when I mention-
Safpïcions ec| tpat matter. This winter the bufmefs was

S

brought to a trial : A boy and a girl did report,
ïnuidered, that they heard great crying in his lodgings, and

that they faw a bloody razor flung out at window,
which was taken up by a woman, that came out
of the Houfe where he was lodged. Thefe chil-
dren reported this conSdently that very day, when
they went to their feveral homes : They were both
about ten or twelve years old. The boy went
backward and forward in his ftory, fometimes af-
firming it, and at other timës denying it ; But his
father had an office in the Cuftom Houfe : So it
was thought, he prevailed with him to deny it in
open Court. But the girl ftood firmly to her fto¬
ry. The fimplicity ol the children, together with
the ill opinion that was generally had ot the Court,
inclined many to believe this. As foon as his La-
dy heard of it, ffie ordered a ftricl enquiry tq be
made about it -, and fent what fbe found to me, to
whom ffie had trufted ail the mefiages, that had
paft between her Lord and her, while he was in
the Tower. When I perufed ail, I thought there
was not a colour to found any profecution on ;
whicft ffie would hâve done with ail poffible zeal,
îf lire had found any appearances of truth in the
matter. Lord Effex had got into an odd fet of ex~
traordinary principles : And in particular he
thought, a man was the mafter of his own life ,

and feemed to approve of what his wife's great
grandfather, the Earl of Northumberland, did,
who ffiot himfelf in the Tower after he was ar-

raigned. He had alfo very black lits ol the fpleen.
But at that time one Braddon, whom I had known
for fbme years, ior an honeft but enthufiaftical
man, hearing of thefe ftories, refolved to carry the
matter as far as it would go : And he had piçkt up
a great variety of little cireumftances, ail which
laid together feemed to him fo convincing, that
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lie thought lie was bpund to profecute the matter, • 1684.
I defired him to corne no more near me, fince he
was fo pontive. He talked of the matter fo pub-
lickly, that he was taken up for fpreading falfe
news, to alienate people's hearts from the King.
He was tried upon it. Both the children owned,
that they had reported the matter as he had talked
it ; the boy faying then, that it was a lie. Brad-
don had defired the boy to fet it ail under his hand,
tho' with that he charged him to write nothing but
the truth. This was called a fuborning : And he
was fined for it in 20001. But I go next to a trial
of more importance.

Howard was the only evidence againft the pri- Sidney's
foners of better rank -, for they had no commun!- tria1,
cation with the other witneffes. So other things
were to be found out as fupplements to fupport it.
Sidney was next brought to his trial. A Jury was
returned, confifting for moft part of very mean
perfons. Men's pulfes were tried beforehand, to
lee how tradable they would be. One Parry, a
violent man, guilty of feveral murders, was not
only pardoned, but was now made a Juftice of
Peace, for his officions meddling and violence.
Pie told one of the Duke's fervants, thinking that
fiich a one was certainly of their party, that he
had fent in a great many names of jurors, who
were fure men : That perfon told me this himfelf.
Sidney excepted to their not being freeholders. But
Jefferies faid, that had been over-ruled in Lord
RufTel's cafe : And therefore he over-ruled it ; and
'would not fo much as fiiffer Sidney to read the
fcatute. This was one of his bold ftrains. Lord
Ruffel was tried at the Old-Baily, where the Jury
confifted of Londoners : And there indeed the

çontrary praftice had prevailed, upon the reafon
before mentioned j for the merchants are fuppofed
to be rich : But this trial was in Middlefex, where
the çontrary praâice had not prevailed ; for in a
çounty a man who is no freeholder is fuppofed to
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16S4. be poor. But Jefferies faid on another occafion,

why might not they make précédents to the fuc-
ceeding times, as well as thofe who had gone be-
fore them had made précédents for them ? The
witneffes of the other parts of the plot were now
brought out again to make a fhew ; for they knew
nothing of Sidney. Only they faid, that they had
heard of a Council of fix, and that he was one of
them. Yet even in that they contradidted one
another ; Rumfey fwearing that he had it from
Weft, and Weft fwearing that he had it from
him -, which was not oblerved till the trial came
out. If it had been obferved fooner, perhaps Jef¬
feries would have ordered it to be ftruck out -, as
he did ail that Sidney had objecfted upon the point
of the Jury, becaufe they were not ireeholders.
Howard gave his evidence, with a préfacé that
had become a pleader better than a witnefs. He
obferved the uniformity of truth, and that ail the
parts of his evidence and theirs met together as two
tallies. After this a book was produced, which
Sidney had been wriîing, and which was found in
his clofet, in anfwer to Filmer's book entitled Pa-
triarcha : by which Filmer afferted the divine right
of monarchy, upon the eldefb fon's fucceeding to
the authority of the father. It was a book of fome
name, but fo pooriy writ, that it was fomewhat
Frange that Sidney beftowed fo much pains in an-
fwering it. In this anfwer he had afferted, that
Princes had their power from the people with re-
ftridtions and limitations ; and that they were lia-
ble to the Juftice of the people, if they abufed
their power to the préjudice of the fubjeéts, and
againft eftablifhed laws. This by an Innuendo
was faid to be an evidence to prove, that he was
in a plot againft the King's life. And it was in~
fifted on, that this ought to ftand as a fécond wit¬
nefs. The Earls of Gare, Anglefey, and fome
ethers with myfélf, depofed what Lord Howard
had faid, denying there was any plot. Blake, a

draper,
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draper, depofed, that having afked him when he 1684.
was to have his pardon, he anfwered, not till the
drudgery of fwearing was over. Howard had alfo
gone to Sidney's houfe, and had afîured his fer-
vants that there was- nothing againft him, and had
defired them to bring his goods to his own houfe.
Sidney fhewed, how improbable it was that How¬
ard, who could not raife five men, and had not
five fhîllings to pay them, fhould be taken into
fuch conlultations. As for the book, it was not

proved to be writ by him ; for it was an adjudged
cafe in capital matters, that a fimilitude of hands
was not a légal proof, tho' it was in civil matters :
That whatever was in thofe papers, thëy were his
own private thoughts, and fpeculations of govern-
ment, never communicated to any : It was alfo
évident, that the book had been writ fome years
ago : So that could not be pretended to be a proof
of a late plot : The book was not finifhed : So it
could not be known how it would end : A man

writing againft Atheifm, who fets out the ftrength
of it, if he does not finifh his anfwer, could not
be concluded an Atheift, becaufe there was fuch a

Chapter in his book. Jefferies interrupted him
often very rudely, probably to put him in a pafîion,
to which he was fubjeét : But he maintained his
temper to admiration. Finch aggravated the mat-
ter of the book, as a proof of his intentions, pre-
tending it was an overt-aét , forhe faid, " fcribere
eft agere." Jefferies delivered it as law, and faid,
that ail the Judges were of the famé mind, That
df there were two witnefîès, the one to the treafon,
the other only to a circumftance, fuch as the buy-
ing a knife, thefe made the two witnefîès, which
the ftatute required in cafés of treafon. In con-
clufion, Sidney was caft. And fome days after he
was brought to Court to receive fentence. He then
went over his objedions to the evidence againft
him, in which Judge Withins interrupted him, and
by a ftrange indçcençy gave him the lie in open

t. •: ~ " Court.
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1684.4 Court. Bùthe bore it patiently. He fent to Lord

Halifax, who was his nephew by marriage,' a paper
to be laid before the King, containing the main
points of his defenee : Upon which he appealed to
the King, and defired he would review the whole
matter. Jefferies upon that in his furious way
faid, either Sidney mtlft die, or hé muft die. His
exécution was relpited for three weeks, the trial
being univerfally cried out on, as a piece of moft
enormous injuftice. When he faw the warrant of
his exécution, he expreffed no concern at it. And
the change that was now in his temper, amazed al!
that went to him. He told the Sheriffs that brought
it, he would not expoftulate upon any thing on his
own account ; (for the world was now nothing to
him ;) but he 'defired, they would confider how
guilty they were of his blood, who had not return-
ed a fair Jury, but one packtj and as they were
direéted by the King's Solicitor : He fpoke this
to them, not for his own fake, but for their fake^
One of the Sheriffs was ftruck with this, and wept.
He told it to a perfon, from whom Tillotfon had
it, who told it me, Sidney wrote a long vindica-
tion of himfelf, (which I read,) and fummed up
the fubftance of it in a paper that he gave the She-

His exe-

^ riffs ; gut, fufpeâing they might fupprefs it, hé
oave a c°py 11 t0 a ftiend. it was a fortnighê
before it was printed, tho' we had ail the fpeeches
of thofe who died for the Popifh plot printed the
very next day. But, when it was underftood that
written copies of Sidney's fpeech were going about,
it was alfo printed. In it he Ihewed his innocence ;
that Lord Howard was an infàmous perfon, and
that no crédit was due to him t Yet he did not de-

ny the matter he fwore agaiîift him. As for his
book, he Ihewed what reafon ail Princes had ta
abhor Filmer's maxims : For if primogeniture from
Noah was the ground fettled by God for monar-
chy, then ail the Princes now in the world were'
Ufurpers : None claiming by that pedigree^ and
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this primogeniture being only in one perfon. He 1684*
faid, fince God did not now by any déclaration of
his will, as or old by Prophets, mark out fuch or
fuch perfons for Princes, they could have no title,
but what was founded on law and compact : And
this was that in which the différence lay between
law fui Princes and Ufurpers : If poffeffion was a
donation from God, (which Filmer had fubftituted
to the conceit of primogeniture,) then every prof-
perous Ufurper had a good rïght. He concluded
with a prayer, that the nation might be preferved
from idolatry and tyranny. And he faid, he re-
joyced that he fuffered for the old caufe, in which
he was fo early engaged. Thefe laft words fur-
nifhed much matter to the fcriblers of that time.
In his imprifonment he fent for fome Independent
preachers, and expreffed to them a deep remorfe
for his paft fins, and great confidence in the mer¬
des of God. And indeed he met death with an

unconcerneanefs, that became one who had fet up
Marcus Brutus for his pattern. He was but a very
few minutes on the Scaffold at Tower Hill : He

fpoke little, and prayed very fhort : And his head
was eut off at one blow.

At this time an accident htppened, that furprifed Mon-
both the Court and City -, and which, if well ma- moutk.
naged, might probably have produced great ef- and was'
fedts. The Duke of Monmouth had lurked in pardonecL
England ail this fummer, and was then defigning
to go beyond fea, and to engage in the Spanifh
fer vice. The King ftill loved him paffionately.
dLord Halifax, feeing matters run fo much further
than he apprehended, thought that nothing could
flop that fo effedtually, as the bringing the Duke
of Monmouth again into favour. That Duke
writ to the King feveral letters, penned with an
extraordinary force. Lord Halifax drew them ail,
as he himfelf told me, and fhewed me his own

draughts of them. By thefe, the King was molli-
fied, and refolved to reftore him again to his fa¬

vour,
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! 1684. vour. It ftuck much at the confeffion that he was

to make. The King promifed, that no ufe fhould
be made of it : But he ftood on it, that he muft
tell him the whole truth of the matter. Upon
which he confented to iatisfy the King. But hé
would fay nothing to the Duke, more than to aile
his pardon in a général complément. Lord Hali¬
fax had preffed him earneftly upon his firft appear-
ance to be filent, and for a while to bear the cen-
fures of the town. The laft day of the term was
very near, in which ail the prifoners were to be
difcharged according to the Habeas Corpus aét.
That would fhew he had difeovered nothing to
their préjudice. So that ail difeourfes concerning
his confeffion and difeoveries would vaniffi in a few

« days. And if he had followed this, probably it
would have given a great turn to affairs. The
King fpoke nothing of the reconciliation to the

'Duke of York, till the day before it was to be
done. He was much ftruck with it : But the King
was pofitive. Yet the Duke's créatures in the Ca¬
binet Council moved, that for form's fake he fhould
be for fome days put in the Tower. The King
eut that off by faying, he had promifed to pardon
him. The Duke of Monmouth, as was agreed,
made an humble confeffion of his offences in gé¬
néral words to the King -, and made a complément
to the Duke, and begg'd that he would intercède
with the King to pardon him. The King received
him with a fondnefs that confounded ail the Duke's

party : He ufed him more tenderly than he had
done formerly. The Duke put on an outward ap-
pearance of being very well pïeafed with it. Thé
King faid next day, that James (for fo he caîled
him) had confirmed ail that Howard had fworn.
This was carried to the Duke of Monmouth, who
denied he had ever faid any fuch thing -, adding,
that Lord Howard was a liar. and a rogue : And
this was fet round the Town by his créatures, who
run with it from Coffee-Houfe to Coffee-Houfe.

The
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The next Gazette mentioned, that the King had 1684.
pardoned him upon his confeffing the iate plot. -v«^
Lord Halifax prefled the Duke of Monmouth to.
pafs that over, and to impute it to the importu-
nity of his enemies, and to the King's eafinefs :
But he.could not prevail. Yet he faid little till
his pardon was paft. But then he openly denied,
that he had confeffed the plot. By that he engag-
ed himfelf in a plain contradiction to what the
King had faid. Some were brought by the Duke to
the King, who confirmed, they had heard the Duke
of Monmouth fay, that he had not confeffed the
plot : Upon which the King ordered him to give
a confeffion of it under his hand. Lord Halifax
preffea him to write a letter to the King, acknow-
ledging he had confeffed the plot. Plot was a gé¬
néral word, that might fignify as much or little as
a man pleafed : They hadcertainly dangerous con-
fultations among them, which might be well called
plots. He faid, the fervice he might do his iriends
by fuch a général letter, and by his gaining the,
King's heart upon it, would quickîy balance the
feeming préjudice that fuch a général acknowledg-
ment would bring them under, which could do
them no hurt. Upon that he got him to write a
letter to that purpofe which he carried to the
King. And the King was iatisfîed. But the Duke
of Monmouth, whether of himfelf, or upon the
fuggeftion of others, refledted on what he had clone,
and thought it a bafe thing. Tho' this was no
evidence, yet he thought it might have an influ¬
ence on Jùries, to make them believe every thing
that might be fwom by other witneffes, when From
his confeffion they were poffeffed with a général
belief of the plot. So he went tu 11 of uneafmels
to the King, and defired he might have his letter
again, in the ternis of an agony like defpair. The
King gave it back, but preffed him vehemently to
comply with his dçflre : And among other things Butfoon
the Duke of Monmouth faid, that the King ufed 'J51*

Vol, II. R &isSraced-

i
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1684. this expreffîon, Ifyou do not yield in this you wilî
uyQ ruin me. Yet he was Hrm. So the King forbid

him the Court, and ipoke of him more leverely
than he had ever done formerly. He was upon
this more valued, and trufled by his own party than
ever. After fome days he went beyond fea : And
after a fliort concealment he appeared pubiickly in
Holland, and was treated by the Prince of Orange
with a very particuiar refpeôt.

The Prince had corne for a few days to England
after the Oxford Parliament, and had much pri-
vate difcourfe with the King at Windfor. The
King affured him, that he would keep things quiet,
and not give way to the Duke's eagernefs, as long
as he lived : And added, he was confident, when-
ever the Duke fhould corne to reign, he would be fo
reftlefs and violent, that he could not hold it four
years to an end. This I had from the Prince's
own mouth. Another pafTage was told me by the
Earl of Portland. The King fhewed the Prince
one of his feals -, and told hirn, that whatever he
might write to him, if the letter was not fealed
with that féal, he was to look on it as only drawn
from him by importunity. The reafon for which
I mention that in this place is, becaufe, tho' the
King wrote fome terrible letters to the Prince
againft the countenance he gave to the Duke of
Monmouth, yet they were not fealed with that
féal ; from which the Prince inferred, that the
King had a mind that he fhould keep him about
him, and ufe him well. And the King gave or~
ders, that in ail the entries that were made in the
Council books of this whole bufinefs, nothing.
fhould be left on record that could blemifh him.

HsmderTs TTamden was now the only man of the fix that
trial. was left. Yet there was nothing but Howard's

evidence againft him, without fo much as any cir-
cumftance to fupport it. So frnce two witneffes
were neceffary to t'reafon, (whereas one was enough
for a mifdemeanor,) he was indided of a mifde-

meanor,



bf King Charles IL
fneanor, tho' the crime was either treafon or no- 1684.
thing. Jefferies, upon Howard's evidence, charg- urysj
ed the Jury to bring hirn in guilty : Gtherwife, he
told them, they would difcrèdit ail that had beën
donebeforë. So they brought hirh in guilty. And
the Court fet 400001. fine on him, the moft ex¬
travagant fine that had éver been fet for a mifde-
meanor in that Court. It atnounted indeed to an

imprifonment for life.
Some tifne in the fpring éighty four, Halldway Hallo-

was taken in the Weft-Indies, and fent over. He waFs
was under an outlawry for treafon. The Attor-ecauon"
ney General ofiered him a trial, if he defired it.
But hé was prevailed on, by the hbpe bf a pardbri,
to fubrnit and confefs ail hé knew. He faid, he
was drawn info fomë meetings, in wîiich they cbn-
fulted hbw to raife an infùrreétion, and that hé
and two more had undertakèn to inanage a de-
fign for feizing on Briftol, with the help of fomé
that were to come to thëm frdm Tâunton : But
he addedj that they had n.ever rriade any progreik
in it. He faid, at their meetings at London, Runi-
fey and Weft were oftén talking of lopping the
King and the Duke : But that he had never en-
tred into any difcourfe with them upOn that fub-
jeft : And he did not believé, there were above
five perfons that apprbved of it. Thefe werë Weifi
Rumfey, Rumbold, and his brother : The fifth
perfon is not named in the printed relation. Some
faid, it was Fergufon i Others faid, it was Gooa-
enough. HâHoway was thought by thé Court not
xto be fincerë in his confeffion. And fo, finCe what
he had acknowledged made himféif vëry guilty, hé
was eîèecuted, and died with a firm conftàncy. He
fhewed great prefence of miné. He obferved the
partiality that was évident in managing this plot,
différent from what had appeared in managing the
Popifh plot. The famé men who were called
rogues, when they fwore againft Papifts, were ico
éd on as honéft mën, when they turned their evi-

R 2 dence
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1684. dence againft Proteftants. In ail his anfwers to

the Sheriffs, who at the place of exécution troubled
him with many impertinent queftions, he anfwered
them with fo much life, and yet with fo much
temper, that it appeared he was no ordinary man.
His fpeech was fuppreffed for fome days : But it
broke out at laft. In it he expreffed a deep fenfe
of Religion : His prayer was an excellent compo-
fure. The crédit of the Rye-Plot received a great
blow by his confeffion. Ali that difcourfe about
an infurredtion, in which the day was faid to be
fet, appeared now to be a fiction ; fince Briftol had.
been fo little taken care of, that three pçrfons had
only undertaken to difpofe people to that defign,
but had not yet let it out to any of them. So.that it
was plain, that after ail the ftory they had made of
the plot, it had gone no further, than that a Com¬
pany offeditious and inconfiderable perfons, were
framingamongthemfelvesfometreafonable fchemes,
that were never likely to corne to any thing ; and
that Rumfey and Weft had pufhed on the exécra¬
ble defign of the attaffination, in which, tho' there.
were few that agreed to it, yet too many had
heard it from them, who were both fo foolifh, and
fo wicked, as.not to difcover them.

Ai m-
. But if the Court loft much by the death of

f|rJ^ 3 Hailoway, whom they had brought from the Weft-
Indies, they loft much more by their proceedings
againft Sir Thomas Armftrong, who was furprifed
at Leyden, by virtue of a warrant, that Chudieigh
the King's Envoy had obtained from the States,
for feizing on fuch as fiiould fly out of England on
the account of the plot. So the Scout at Leyden,
for 5000 giklers, feized on him -, and delivered
him to Chudieigh, who lent him over in great
batte. Armftrong in that confufion forgot to claim
that lie was a native of the States : For he was

born at Nimeguen : And that wouid have obliged
the Dutch to have protecled him, as one of their
natural boni fubjects. He was trufted in every

thingr
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thing by the Duke of Monmouth : And he havirig 1684.
led a very vitious life, the Court hoped that he,
not being able to bear the thoughts of dying,
would difcover every thing. He fhewed fuch a
deje&âon of minci, while he was concealing him-
feif before he efc.aped out of England, that Harn-
den, who faw him at that time, toid me, he believ-
ed he would certainly do any thing that would lavé
bis life. Yet ail -were difappointed in him : For
when he was examined before the Council, he faid,
he knew of no plot but the Popifh plot: He de-
ftred, he might have a fair trial for his life : That
was ail he afked. He was loaded with irons ; thd'
that was not erdinary for a man who had lerved in
fuch pofts, as to be Lieutenant of .the firft troopof
gûards, and Gentleman of the horfe to the King.
There was nothing againft him, but what Rumfey
and Shepherd had fworn of the difcourfes at Shep-
herd's, for which Lord R'uffel had fftffered. But
by this time the crédit of the witnefles was fo blaft-
ed, that it feems the Court was afraid that Juries
would not now be fo eafy as they had been. The
thing that Rumfey had fworn againft him feemed
not very crédible : For he fwore that at the firft
meeting, Armftrong undertook to go and view the
guards in order to the feizing them ; and that upon
a view he faid at a fécond meeting, that the thing

. was very feafible. But Armftrong, who had com-
manded the guards fo long, knew.every thing that
related to them fo well, that without. fuch a tran-
fient view, he could of the fudden have anfwered
uvery thing relating to. them. The Court had 'a
mind to proceed in a fummary way with him, that
he fhould by the hurry of it be deprived of faying
any thing that could fave him. Fie was now in
an outlawry : But tho' the fcatute was exprefs, that
if an outlawed perfon came in at any time within
the year, he was to have a trial notwithftanding
his outlawry ; it was pretended in anfwer to this,
that he not coming in, but being taken, had not a

R 3 riglft
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1684. right to the benefit of the ftatute. But therewere

feveral months of the year yet to run. And fince a
trial was a demand founded on natural juftice, hg
infifted on it. And \yhen he was brought to the
King's bench bar, and afked wliat he had to fay why
fentence fhould not be executed, he claimed the
benefit of the ftatute. He faid, he had yet, when
he was taken, feveral months to deliberate upon
his coming in : And the leizing on him before his
time was put, ought not to bar him a right that the
law gave him. He alfo mentioned HaJloway, to
whom a trial was offered the former term. And,
fince it was a poin: of law, he defired Council might
be heard to argue it. Jefferies rejetfted ail this ;
He faid, the King might either offer a trial or not,
as he faw caufe : And he refufed to hear Council :

Winch being demanded upon a point of law, the
denying it was thought a very impudent piece-of
injuftice. And when Armftfong infifted, that he
afked nothing but the law, Jefferies in his brutal
way faid, he fhould liave it to the full ; and fo or-
dered his exécution within lix days. And the law
was executed on him with the utmoft rigor : For
he was cauried to Tyburn on a fledge, and was
quartered, and his quarters were fet up. His car¬
nage, during his imprifonment and at his death,
was far beyond what could h ave been imagined.
He turned himfelf wholly to the thoughts of God,
and of another ftate ; and was praying continually.
He rejoiced, that he was brought to die in fuch a
manner» He faid, it was lcarce poflible for him to
have been .awaken'd into a due fènfe of his fins by
any pther method. His pride and his refentments
were then fo entirely conquered, that pne who faw
him faid to me, that it was not eafy to think it was
the famé perfon whom he had known formerly.
He received the Sacrament ; and died in fo good
a temper, and with fp irluch quiet in his mind,
and fo ferene a deportment, that we have fcarce
known in pur time a more eminent inftance of the

erace
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grâce and mercy ofGod. Armftrongin his laft paper
denied, that he ever knew of any defign againft
the King's, or the Duke's life, or was in any plot
againft the government. There were no remarks
publifhed on his fpeech, which it was believed the
Court ordered : For they faw how much groind
they had loft by this ftretch of law, and how little
they had gained by his death. One paffage in it,
was the occafion of their ordering no fuch refiec-
tions to be made on it, as had been made on the
other fpeeches. The King had publifhed a ftory
ail about the Court, and had told it to the foreign
Minifters, as the reafon of this extream 'feverity
againft Armftrong : He faid, that he was fent over
by Cromwell to murder him beyond fea, and that
he was warned of it, and challenged him on it -,
and that upon his confeffing it, he had promifed
him never to fpeak of it any more, as long as he
Jived. So the King, counting him now dead in
law, thought he was free from that promife. Arm¬
ftrong took this heavily : And in one paper which
I faw, writ in his own hand, the refentments upon
it were fharper than I thought became a dying pe-
nitent. So, when that was reprefented to him, he
changed it : And in the paper he gave the Sheriffs,
he had foftned it much. But yet he fhewed the
falfhoodof that report : For he never went beyond
fea but once, fent by the Earl of Oxford, and fome
other Cavaliers, with a confiderable prefent to the
King in money, which he delivered ; and brought
back letters ol thanks from the King to thofe who

mtade the prefent. But Cromwell having a hint of
this clapt him up in prifon, where he was kept al-
moft a year. And upon the merit of that fervice,
he was made a Captain of hûrfe foon after the Re-
ftoration. When Jefferies came to the King at
Windfor foon after this trial, the King took a ring
of good value from his finger, and gave it him for
thefe fervices : The ring upon that was called his
blood ftone. The- King gave him one advice,

R 4 which
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1604. which was fomewhat extraordinary fromaKing to
w-vw a Judge ; but it was not the le-fs neceffarv to him :

The King faid, it was a hot fummer, and he was
going the circuit, he therefore defired he would not
drink too much. With this I leave the affairs of
England to look towards Scotland.

Great fe- Great pains were taken there to make a further
v.enty iq difcovery of the negotiation, between the Englifh
ocotiand. ancj t|ie sCOts.. A Gentleman, who had been at

Bothwell-Bridge, was fent over by the Cargillites to
ioine of their friends in Holland : And he carried
with him fome lettcr-s writ in an odd cant. He
was feized at Newcaflle togëther with his letters
and was fo frighted, that he was eafily managed to
prétend to difcover any thing, that was fuggefted
to him. But he had never been at London : So he
couid fpeak of that négociation but upon hearfay.
His ftory was fo ill laid together, that the Court
was afhamed to make any ufe of it : But it turned
heavily on himfelf, for he went mad upon it. Two
others came in, and charged Sir Hugh Campbell
of Cefnock, an antient Gentleman of a good eftate,
that he had fet on the rébellion ot Bothcvell-Bridge,
and had chid them for deferting it. Upon this he
was broughttoa trial. în Scotland the law allows
of an exculpation, by which the prifoner is fuffer-
ed, before his trial, to prove the thing to be impof-
fible. This was prayed by that Gentleman, who
|iad fuli proofs of his being elfewhere, and at
a great diftance from the place, at that time. But
that is a favour which the Court may grant, or
not : So that was denied him. The firft witnefs
that was examined at his trial began with a général
ftory : And when he came to that, in which the
prifoner was concerned, Campbell charged him to
look him fui] in the face, and to confider well what
he wras to fay of him -, for he took God to witnefs,
he never law his face before, as fa'r as lie could re-
member. Upon that the witnefs was ftruck, and.
llppt \ and Jaid, lie çpuld fay npthing pf him. The
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Earl of Perth was chen Juftice General, and offered 1684.
to lead hini into his llory. But the jury ftopt vv»**
that -, and faid, that he upon his oath had declared
he knew nothing of the prifoner, and that after
that they could have no regard to any thing that
he might fay. Upon which fome fharp words
paiièd between Lord Perth and them, in which
he fhewed how ready he was to facrifice juftice and
innocent blood to his ambition. And that was yet
groffer in this cafe ; becaule his brother was pro-
mifed that Gentleman's eftate, when it fhould be
confifcated. The fécond witnefs faid nothing, but
feemed confounded : So Campbell was acquitted
by the Jury, but was ftill kept in prifon. Thefe
witneffes were again examined before the Council :
And they adhered to their firft depofition againft:
the prifone-r. The law in Scotland is very fevere
againft falfe witneffes, and treats them as félons.
But the government there would not difcourage
fuch praftices; of which, when they fhould be
more lucky, they intended to make good ufe. The
Circuits went round the Country, as was directed
by the Proclamation of the former year. Thofc
who were moft guilty compounded the matter, and
paid liberally to a créature of the Lord Chancel-
lor's, that their names might be left out of the
citations. Others took the teft : And that freed
them from ail further trouble. They faid openly,
that it was againft their confcience -, but they faw
they could not live in Scotland unleis they took
it. Others obferved, that the feverity which the

. Prefbyterians formeriy had ufed, forcing ail pèo-
ple to take their covenant, was now returned back
on them in this teft, that they were thus forced to
take.

In the mean while a great breach was formed, ^ >Dr ,
and appeared on ail occahons, between the Earls in the ^
of Aberdeen and Queenfbury. Phe latter was yery M^iftry
exaél in his payments, both of the foldiers and oftiiere-
the penfions : So his party became the ftrongeft.
Lord Aberdeen's method wa§ this : He writ up

? 1 letters
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1684. letters to the Duke of ail affairs, and offered expe-

dients, which he pretended were concerted at Edin-
burgh ; and fent with them the draughts of fuch
Jetters, as he defired fhould be lent down fr.om the
King. But thefe expédients were not concerted, as
he faid : They were only his own conceits. Lord
Queenfbury, offended with this, let the Duke un-
derftand how he had been deceived. So an order
was fent down, that ail expédients fhould be con~
certed by a Junto, confifting of Lord Quèenfbury's
créatures. Lord Aberdeen faw that by this he
came to fignify little : And feeing he was lofing
ground at Court, he intended to recover himfelf a
little with the people. So he refolved for the fu¬
ture to keep to the law, and not to go beyond it.
And fuch was the fury of that time, that this was
called modération and popularity. The Churches
were now ail well kept by the men : But their
wives not being named in the a£t of Parliament,
none of them went to Church. The matter Was

laid before the Council : And a debate arofe upon,
it ; whether, man and wife making one perfon in
law, hufbands fhould not be fined lor their wife's
offence, as well as for their own. Lord Aberdeen
Itood upon this, that the a£t did not mention the
wives : It did indeed make the hufbands liable to

a fine, if their wives went to Conventicles ; for
they had it in their power to reftrain them : And
iince the law provided in the one cale, that the
hufband fhould fuffer for his wife's fault, but had
made no provifion in the other cafe, as to their
going to Church, he thought the fining them on
that account could not be legally donc. Lord
Queenfbury was for every thing that would bring
money into the treafury : So, fince in thofe parts,
the Ladies had for many years withdrawn wholly
from the Churches, he reckoned the fetting fines
on their hufbands to the rigour, would make ail
the eflates of the Country be at mercy ; for the
felling them outright would not have anfwered
this demand, for xhe offences of fo many years.

The
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The Earl of Perth ftruck in with this, and feemed 1684.
to fet it up for a maxim, that the Prefbyterian's
could not be governed, but with the extremity of
rigour ; and that they were irreconcileable enemies
to the King and the Duke, and that therefore they
pught to be extirpated. The Miniftry in Scotland
being thus divided, they referred the decifion of
the point to the King : And Lord Perth came up
to have his refolution upon it. The King deter-
mined againft the Ladjps : Which was thought
vpry indecent ; for in dubioys cafés the noblenefs
of a Prince?s temper fhould always turn fim to the
jnerciful fide. This was the lefs expeded from
the King, who had ail his life time expreffed as
great a neglect of women's confciençes, as regard
for their perfons.

But to do him right, he was determined to it by The Duke
the Duke •, whp fince the brpaking oqt of the plot govemed
had got the whole management of affairs, Englifh ail
as well as Scotch, into his hands. Scotlandwas fo
entirely in his dépendance, that the King would
feldom afk what the papers imported, which the
Duke broughc to be figned by him. In England,
the application and dépendance was vifibly on the
Puké. The King had fcarce company about him
tp entertain him, when the Duke's levees and cou¬
chées were fo crouded, that the antichambers were
full. The King walked about with a fmall train
pf the neceffary attendants, when the Duke had a
vaft following : Which drew a lively refleétion from
Waller the cçiebrated wit. He faid, the Houfe of

. Gommons had refolved that the Duke fhould not

reign after the King's death : But the King in op-
pofition to them was refolved he fhould reign even
cluring his life. The breach grew to that heighth
between Lord Abcrdeen and Lord Queenfbury,
that both were called up to give an account of it.
It ended in difmifiing Lord Aberdeen, and making
Lord Perth Chancellor, to which he had been long
afpiring in a mofl indecent manner. He faw into
çhe Duke's temper, that his fpirit was turned to

an
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an unrelenting feverity : For this had appeared vc-
ry indecently in Scotiand.

The cru- When any are to be ftruck in the boots, it is
Duke* donc in the prefence of the Council : And upon
afld of hi.s Wat occafion almoft ail offer to run away. The
Minifters, fight is fo dreadful, tliat without an order reffrain-
m tor- jng fUch a number to ftay, the board would be'for-
tunn3' faken. But the Duke, while he had been in Scot¬

iand, was fo far from withdrawing, that helooked
on ail the while with an unmoved indifférence, and
with an attention, as if he had been to look on
fbrne curious experiment. This gave a terrible
iaea of lïim to ail that obferved it, as of a man
that had no boweis nor humanity in him. Lord
Ferth, obferving this, refolved to let him fee hovy
well quaîifled he was to be an Inquriitor General,
The rule abo.ut the boots in Scotiand was, that
upon one witnefs and prefumptions both together,
the queftion miglit be given : But it was never
known to be twice given i or that any other fpeciès
of torture, hefides the boots, mïght be ufed at
pleafure. In the Court of Inqtiiiition they do up¬
on fufpicion, or if a man refufes to anfwer upon
oath as he is required, give him the torture ; and
repeat it, or vary it, as olten as they think fit 5
and do not give over, till they hâve got out of
their mangled prifoners, ail that they hâve a mind
to know from them.

This Lord Perth refolved to make hi.s pat-
tern : And was a little too early in lettingthe world
fee, what a government we were to expeét, under
the influence of a Prince of that Religion. So,
upon his going to Scotiand one Spence, who was
a fervant of Lord Argile's, and was taken up at
London, only upon fufpicion, and fent down to
Scotiand, was required to take an oath, to anfwer
ail the queftions that fhould be put to him. This
was done in a diredl contradiction to an exprefs
law, againft obîiging men to fwear, that they will
anfwer fuper inquirendis. Spence likewife faid,
that he himfeif might be concçrned in what he
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might know : And it was againft a very univerfal 1684.
law, that excufed ali men from fwearing againft
themfeives, to force him to take fuch an oath. So
he was ftruck in the boots, and continued firm in
his refufàl. Then a new fpecies of torture was in-
vented : Fie was kept from fleep eight or nine
nights. They grew weary of managing this. So
a third fpecies was invented : Little fcrews of fteel
were made ufe of, that fcrewed the thumbs with fo
exquifite a torment, that he funk under this -, for
Lord Perth told him, they would fcrew every joint
of his whole body, one after another, tili he took
the oath. Yet fuch was the firmnefs and fidelity
of this poor mah, that even in that extremity he
capitulated, that no new queftions Ihould be put
to him, but thofe aiready agreed on ; and that he
Ihould not be obîiged to.be a witnefs againft
any perfon, and that he himfelf Ihould be par-
doned : So ail he could tell them was, who
were Lord Argile's correfpondents. The chief of
them was Fïolmes at London, to whom Lord Ar¬
gile writ in a cypher, that had a pecuiiar curiolity
in it : A double key was neceffary : The one was,
to Ihew the way of placing the words or cypher,
in an order very différent from that in which they
lay in the paper : The other was, the key of the
cyphers themfeives, which was found among
Holmes's papers, when he abfconded. Spence
knevv only the firft of thefe : But he putting ail in
its true order, then by the other key they were de-
cyphered. In thefe it appeared, w'hat Argile had
demanded, and what he undertook to do upon the
granting lus demands : But none of his letters
fpoke any thing of any agreement then made.

When the torture had this effedon Spence, they
offered the famé oath to Carftairs. And, upon his
refufing to take it, they put his thumbs in "the
fcrews *, and drew them fo hard, that as they put
him to extream torture, fo they could not unfcrew
them, tiii the imith that made them was brought
With his tools to take them off. So he confeflèd

ail
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1684, ali he knew, which amounted to little more thaï*

*—■v—^ fome difcourfes of taking off the Duke *, to which
he faid that he anfwered, his principles could not-
corne up to that : Yet in this he, who was a preach-
er among them* was highly to blâme, for not re-
vealing fuch black propofitions -, tho* it cannot be
denied, but that it is a hard thing to difcover any
thing that is faid in confidence : And therefore I
fà,ved my felf out of thofe difficulties, by faying to
ail my friends, that I would not be involved in
any fuch confidence ^ for as long as I thought our
circumftances were fuch, that refiftance was not
lawful* I thought the concealing any defign in or-
der to it, was likewife unlawful : And by this
means I had preferved my felf. But Carftairs had
ât this time fome fecrets of great confequence frcrii
Holland, trufted to him by Fagel, of which they
had no fufpicion : And fo they afked him no ques¬
tions about them. Yet Fagel faw by that, as he
himfelf told me,, how faithful Carftairs was, fincé
he could have faved himfelf from torture, and me-
rited highly, if he had difcovered them. And this
was the foundation of his favour with the Prince of
Orange* and of the great confidence he put in him
to his death.

^roceed- Upon what was thus fcrewed ont of thele two
lnSs. perfons, the Earl of Tarras, who had married the
BaiiUe. Duchefs of Monmouth's elder fifter, and fix or fe-

ven Gentlemen of Quality, were clapt up. Thé
'Minifters of State were ftill moft earneftly fet on
Baillie's deftruftion *, tho' he was now in fo lan-
guifhing a ftate, occafioned chiefly by the badufagé
he met with in prifon, that if his death would havé
fatisfied the malice of the Court, that feemed to bè
very near. But they knew how acceptable a facri^
fice his dving in a more violent way would prové.
Çq they continued even in that extremity to ufe him
barbaroufiy. They were aîfo trying what could be
drawn from thofe Gentlemen againft him. Tarraà
had married his niece, who was his fécond wifé.
So they concluded that their confidence was entire.

Baillie's
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Baillie's illnefs increafed daily : And his wifeprayed 1684.
for leave to attend on him : And, if they feared an v—
efcape, Ihe was wiiling to be put in irons : But that
was denied. N-or would they fuffer his daughter,
a child of twelve years old, to attend him, even
when he was lb low, that it was not probable he
could live many weeks, his legs being much
fwelledi But upon thefe examinations a new me-
thod of proceeding againft him was taken. An
accufation was fent him, not in the form of an in-
didtment, nor grounded on any law, but on a let-
ter of the King's, in which he charged him noton-
ly for a confpiracy to raife rébellion, but for being
engaged in the Rye-plot t, of ail which he was now
required to purge himfelf by oath, otherwife the
Council would hold him guilty of it, and pro-
ceed accordingly. He was not, as they faid, now
in a criminal Court upon his life, but before the
Council, who did only fine and imprifon. It was
to no purpofe for him to fay, that by no law, un-
lefs it was in a Court ôf Inquifition, a man could
be required to fwear againft himfelf, the tempta-
tion to perjury being fo ftrong, when felf-prefer-
vation was in the cafe, that it feemed againft ali
law and religion to lay fuch a fnare in a man's way.
But to anfwer ail this, it was pretended he was
not now on his life, and that whatldevei» he con~
fefied was not to be made ufe of againft his life ;
as if the ruin of his family, which confifted of nine
children, and perpétuai imprifonment, were not
more terrible, eipecially to one fo near his end as-
he was, than death it felfi But he had to do with
inexorable men : So he was required to take this
oath within two days. And by that time, he not
being able to appear before the Council, a Com-
rnittee of Council was fent to te-oder him the oath,
ând to take his examination. He told them, he
was not able to fpeak by reafon of the low ftate of
his healt-h, which appeared very evidently to them :
For he had almoft died while they were with him.
He in général protefted his innocence, and his ab~

horrence
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1684. horrence of ail defigns againft the King, or the.

Duke's life: For the other interrogatories, he de-
fired they might be left with him, and he would
confider thern. They perfifted to require him to
take his oath : But he as firmly refufed it. So,
upon their report, the Council conftrued this re~
fufal to be a confcfiion : And fined him 6000 1.
and ordered him to lie ftill in prifon till it
was paid. After this it was thought that this
matter was at an end, and that this 'was a final
fentence : But he was ftill kept fhut up, and denied
ail attendance or afiiftance. Fie feemed ail the
while fo compofed, and even fo cheerful, that his
behaviour looked like the reviving of the fpirit of
the nobleft of the old Greeks or Romans, or ra-
ther of the primitive Chriftians, and firft Martyrs
in thofe beft days of the Church. But the Duke
was not fatisfied with ail this. So the Miniftry
appîied their arts to Tarras, and the other pri-
foners, threatning them with ail the extremities of
mifery, if they would not witnefs treafonable mat¬
ter againft Baillie. They alfo practifed on their
wives, and frightning them fet them on their huf-
bands. In conclufion, they gained what had been
fo much laboured: Tarras, and one Murray of
Philipfhaugh, did depofe lome difcourfes, that
Baillie had with them before he went up to Lon-
don, difpofing them to a rébellion. In theie they
fwelled up the matter beyond the truth. Yet ail
did not amount to a full proof. So the Minifters,
being afraid that a Jury might not be fb eafy as
they expected, ordered Carftairs's confefiion to be
read in Court, not as an evidence, (for that had
been promifed him ftiouid not be done,) but as.
that which would fully fatisfy the Jury, and dif-

/.nd his pofe them to beiieve the witneftes. So Baillie was
esecucxor. hairried on to a trial. And upon the evidence he

was round guiity, and conclemned to be executed
that famé day : So afraid they were left death
iliould be too quick for them. He was very little
difturbed at ail this : Fus languilhing in fo folitary

a m an-
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a manner macle death a very acceptable delivèranee 2684,
to him, He in his laft fpeech fhewed, that in le-
veral partieulars the witneffes had wronged him :
He ftill denied ail knowledge of any defign againft
the King's life, or the Duke's ; and denied any plot
againft the government : He thought it was lawful
for fubjebts, being under fuch preiïures, to try how
they might be relieved from them : And their defign
ne ver went further : But he would enter into no par-
ticulars. Thus a learned and a vvorthy Gentleman,
after twenty months hard ufage, was brought to
fuch a death, in a way fo full in ail the fteps of it of
the fpirit and praftice of the Courts of Inquilition*
that one is tempted to think, that the methods taken
in it, were fuggefted by one yvell ftpdied, if noê
pradtifed in them. The only exeufe that was ever
pretended for this infamous profecution was, thafi
they were fure he was guilty -, and that the whole fe*
cret of the negotiation between the two Kirigdoms
was trufted to him ; and that, fince he would not
difeover it, ail methods might be taken to deftroy
him : Not confidering what a precedent they made
on this occafion, by which, if men were once poT
fefted of an ill opinion of a m an, they were to fpare
neither artifice nor violence, but to hunt him down
by any means. I have been perhaps too long in this
particular, but the cafe v/as fo fmgular, and my re¬
lation to the perfon was fo near, and my value for
him was fo great, that I hope I need make no apo-
logy for it.

In this I faw how ambition could corrupt orê of
the beft tempered men that I had ever known î I
mean Lord Perth, who for above ten years togethçr
feemed to me incapable of an immoral or cruel
aflion, and vet was now deeply engaged in the foui-
eft and blackeft of crimes. I had not now feen him
for two years. But I hoped, that ftill famé good
impreffions had been left in him : And now, when
he came to London to be made Lord Chancellor, I
had a very earneft meftage from Kim, defiring by
my means to fee Leightoun. I thought, that ange-

Vol. IL S " lical



25^ The HiSTORYof the Reign
1684. lical man might have awaken'd in him forne of thofe

good principies, which he feemed once to have had,
and which were now totally extïnguifhed in him. I
writ fo earneftly to Leightoun, that he came to Lon-
don. Upon his coming to me, I was amazed to
fee him at ahove feventy look fo frefh and well, that
âge feemed as it were to ftand ftill with him : His
hair was ftill black, and ail his motions were lively :
He had the famé quicknefs of thought, and ftrength
of memory, but above ail the famé heat and life of
dévotion, that I had ever feen in him. When I took
notice to him, upon my firft feeing him, how well
he looked, he told me, he was very near his end for
ail that -, and his work and journey both were now
almoft done. This at that time made no great im~
prellion on me. He was the next day taken with an
oppreffion, and as it feemed with a cold and with
ftitches, which was indeed a pleurify.

Leigh- The next day Leightoun funk fo, that both fpeech
death anc^ ^en^e went away °f a fudden : And he continued

panting about twelve hours ; and then died without
pangs or convulfions. I was by him ail the while.
Thus I loft him, who had been for fo many years the
chief guide of my whole life. He had lived ten
years in Suffex, in great privacy, dividing his time
wholly between ftudy and retirement, and the do-
ing of good : For in the parifh where he lived, and
in the parifhes round about, he was always employed
in preaching, and in reading prayers. He diftri-
buted ail he had in charities, choofing rather to have
it go thro' other people's hands than his own : For I
was his almoner in London. He had gathered a
well chofen library of curious, as well as ufeful
'books ; which he left to the Diocefs of Dunblane,
for the ufe of the Clergy there, that Country being
il 1 provided with books. He lamented oft to me
theftupidity, that he obferved among the Gommons
of England, who feemed to be much more infenfibie
in the matters of Religion, than the Gommons of
Scotiand were. He retained ftill a peculiar inclina¬
tion to Scotiand : And if he had feen any profpedt
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of doing good there, he would have gone and lived 1684.
and died among them. In the fhort time that the '•/W
affairs of Scotland were in the Duke of Monmouth's
hands, that Duke had been pofifefifed with fuch an
opinion of him, that he moved the King tç> write to
him, to go, and at leaft live in Scotland, if he
would not engage in a Bilhoprick there. But that
fell with that Duke's crédit. He was in his laft

years turned to a greater feverity againfl: Popery than
I had imagined a man of his temper, and of his
largenefs in point of opinion, was capable of. He
fpoke of the corruptions, of the fecular fpirit, and
of the cruelty that appeared in that Church, with
an extraordinary concern ; and lamented thelhame-
fui advances that we feemed to be making towards
Popery. He did this with a tendernefs, and an
edge, that I did not expedtfrom fo reclufe and mor¬
tifiée! a man. He looked on the State the Church
of England was in, with very melancholy refleclions,
and was very uneafy at an expreffion then much
ufed, that it was the beft conftituted Church in the
world. He thought it was truly fo, with relation to
the doftrine, the worfnip, and the main part of oui*
government. But as to the adminiftration, both
with relation to the Ecclefiaftical Courts, and the
paftoral care, he looked on it as one of the moft cor-
rupt he had ever feen. He thought, we looked
like a fair carcafe of a body without a fpirit ; with-
out that zeal, that ftrietnefs of life, and that labori-
oufnefs in the Clergy, that became us.

There were two remarkabie circumftances in his
xleath. He ufed often to fay, that if he were to
choofe a place to die in, it ihould be an inn ; it look-
ing like a Pilgrim's going home, to whom this
world was ail as an inn, and who was weary of the
noife and confufion in it. He added, that the offi-
cious tendernefs and care of friends was an entangie-
ment to a dying man -, and that the unconcerned
attendance of thofe that could be procured in fuch a
place, would give lefs difturbance. And he ob~
tained what he defired -, for he died at the Bell inn

S 2 in
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1684. in Warwick-Lane. Another circumftance was, that

whiie he was Bifhop in Scotland, he took what his
tenants were pieafed to pay him : So that there was
a great arrear due, which was raifed flowly by one
whom he left in truft with his affairs there : And
the lait payment that he could expedt from thence
was returned up to him about fix weeks before his
death : So that his provifion and journey failed both
at once. And thus in the feveral parts of this hif-
tory, I have given a very particular account of eve-
ry thing relating to this apoftolical man -, whofe life
I wouîd have writ, if I had not found proper places
to bring the moft material parts of it within this
Work. I reckon, that I owed this to that perfedt
friendlhip and fatherly care, with which he had al-
ways treated me.

Thepro- The mentioning his death leads me to name fome
oHome ot^er Cîergymen of note, that died in this and in
Bifhops. the former year, Burnet died in Scotland. And

Rofs, a poor, ignorant, worthlefs man, but in whom
obedience and fury were fo eminent, that thefe fup-
plied ail other defedfs, was raifed to be the Primate
of that Church : Which was indeed a fad omen, as
well as a ftep to its fall and ruin. Stearn, Archbi-
fhopofYork, died in the eighty fixth year of his
âge : He was a four ill tempered man, and minded
chiefly the enriching his family. He was fufpected
of Popery, becaufe hc was more than ordinarily
compilant in ail things to the Court, and was very
zealous for the Duke. Dolben, Bifhop of Rochef-
ter, fucceeded him, a man of more fpirit than dif-
cretion, and an excellent preacher, but of a free
converfation, which laid him open to much cenfure
in a vitious Court. And indeed he proved a much
better Archbifhop than he had been a Bifhop. Gun-
ning of Ely died this fummer, a man of great read-
ing : He had in him ail the fubtilty, and the dif-
puting humour of a fchoolman : And he fludied to
infufe that into ail thofe who were formed by him.
He was ftridt in the whole courfe of his life : But
was a dry man, and much inclined to fuperftition.
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He had a great confufîon of things in his head, and 1684.
could bring nothing into method : So that he was
a dark and perplexed preacher. His fermons were
full of Greek and Hebrew, and of the opinions of
the Fathers. Yet many of the Ladies of a high
form loved to hear him preach : Which the King
ufed to fay, was becaufe they did not underfcand
him. Turner fucceeded him. He had been long
in the Duke's family, and was iç, high favour with
him. He was a fincere and good natured man, of
too quick in imagination, and too defeblive a judg-
ment. He was but moderately learned, having
converfed more with men than with books : And fo
he was not able to do the Duke great fervice. But
he was fo zealous for his fucceffîon, that this raifed
him high upon no great ftock 01e fufficiency. Old
Morley, Biihop of Winchefter, died this winter, in
the eighty feventh year of his âge. He was in many
refpebts a very eminent man, zealous againft Popery,
and yet a great enemy to the Difiènters : He was
confiderably learned, and had a great vivacity of
thought : But he was too foon provoked, and too
little mafter of himfelf upon thofe occafions. Mew,
Biihop of Bath and Wells, fucceeded him : He had
been a Captain during the wars, and had been Mid-
dletoun's Secretary, when he was fent to command
the infurreâion, that the Highlanders of Scotland
made for the King in fifty three. After that he came
into Orders : And, tho' he knew very little of Di-
vinity, or of any other learning, and was weak to a
childifh degree, yet obfequioufnefs and zeal raifed
him thro' feveral fteps to this great See. Ken fuc¬
ceeded him in Bath and Wells ; a man of an afee-
tick courfe of life, and yet of a very lively temper»
but too hot and fudden. Fie had a very edifying
way of preaching : But it was more apt to move the
paffions, than to inftruâ:. So that his fermons were
rather beautiful than folid : Yet his way in them was
very taking. The King feemed fond of him. And
by him and Turner the Papifts hoped, that great
progrefs might be made in gaining, or at leaft de-



The Histor y of the Reign
luding the Clergy. It was obferved, that ail the
men in favour among the Clergy were unmarried ;
from who m, they hoped, they might more proba-
bly promife themfelves a difpofition to come over to
them.

Danby The profecution of the Diiïeriters was* carried very
high ail this year : They were not only proceeded

Lords againft for going to Conventicles, but for not going
bai.'ed. to Church, and for <not receiving the Sacrament ; the

laws triade againft Papifts with relation to thofe par-
ticulars being now applied to them. Many were
excommunicated, and ruined by the profeGutions.
The Earl of Danby, for ail his feverity againft Lord
Shaftfbury, for moving in the King's bench to be
bailed, tho' committed by the Lords only for a con-
tempt, yet had been forced to move often for his be¬
ing let out upon bail. It was certainly a very great
hardfhip that he lay under : For he had been now
five years in the Tower. And three Parliaménts
had fat. The two laft had not mentioned him. And
now a Parliament feemed ont of ftght. Yet, tho*
he offered a very long and learned argument for their
bailing him, the Judges of the King's bench, even
Saunders himfelf, were afraid to meddle in it. But
Jefferies was bolder. So he bailed him. And upon
the famé grounds ail the Popiih Lords were alfo
bailed. Oates was profecuted at the Duke's fuit for
fcandalous words : Rogue and traitor were very
freely beftowed on the Duke by him : So an 100000I.
was given, which fhut him up in a perpétuai impri-
fonment, till they faw a fit opportunity to carry
matters further againft him. The Duke of Beau-
fort, Lord Peterborough, and fome others, brought
actions of Scandàlum Magnatum againft thofe, who
in the time of our great heathad fpoke foui things
of them : And great damages were given by obfe-
quious and zealous Juries. An information of a
higher nature was brought againft Williams, who,
tho' he was a worthlefs man, yet was for his zeal
chofen Speaker of the Houfe of Gommons in the
two laft Parliaménts. He had licenfed the printing

the
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the Votes, winch had in them matters of fcandal re- 1684.
lating to fome Lords. So an information was
brought againft him : And he upon it demurred to
the jurifdidtion of the Court. This was driven on
purpofe by the Duke's party, to cutoff the thoughts
of anotner Parliament -, fince it was not to "be fup-
pofed, that any Houfe 01e Commons could bear the
punifhing the Speaker for obeying their orders.

Jenkins had now done ail the drudgery that the Somere-
Court had occafion for from him : And being capa-
ble to ferve them in nothing elfe, he was difmift Court."
from being Secretary of State : And Godolphin, one
of the Commiftioners of the Treafury, fucceeded him.
Another Comrniffioner of the Treafury, Deering,
dying at the famé time, the Earl of Rochefter hoped
to have been made Lord Treafurer. He had ioft
much ground with the King. And the whole Court
hated him, by reafon of the ftop of ail payments,
which was chiefly imputed to him. Lord Halifax
and Lord North joined their intereft to bring in two
other Commiftioners upon him, without fo much as
letting him know of it, till it was refolved on. Thefe
were Thynd and North. .This laft was to be reward-
ed for his feryiee during his Shrievalry in Londom
Lord Rochefter engaged both the Duke and the
Lady Portfm.ou.th to divert this, if it was poiïible.
But the King was not to be fhaken. So he refolved
to quit the Treafury. The Earl of Radnor was dif-
charged from being Lord Prefident of the Council*
where he had. for fome years adted a very mean part,
in which he had loft the charadter of a fteady cyni-
ral Englifhman, which he had maintained in the
former courfe of his life. And Lord Rochefter was

made Lord Prefident : Which being a poft fuperior
in rank, but much inferior both in advantage and
crédit to that he held formerly, drew a jeft from Lord
Halifax that may be worth remembring : He faid,
he had heard of many kicked down ftairs, but never
of any that was kickt up ftairs before. Godolphin
was weary of the drudgery that lay on a Secretary of
State, He chofe rather to be the firft Commiffioner
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1684. of the Treafury. And he was made a Baron. Th®
"v—Earl of Middletoun, fon to him that had governed

Scotland, was made Secretary of State, a man of a
generous temper, without much religion, weil learn-
ed, of a good judgment, and a liveiy apprehenfion»

Thebom- If foreign affairs could have awaken'd the King,
hardingofthe French did enough this fummer in order to
Genoa. Befideis their pofîèffing t-hemfelves of Luxem-

bourgh, they fent a fl.eet againfl: Genoa upon no fort
of provocation, but becaufe Genoa would not com-
pl'y with fome demands, that were both unjuft and
unreafonable : The King of France ordered it to be
bombarded, hoping that in that confufion he might
by landing a few men have made himfelf eafily raa-
fter of that State. This would very proba'oly have
fueceeded, if the attempt had been made upon the
firfl: confternation they were in, when the bombard-
ment began. But the thing was delayed a day or
two. And by that time the Genoefe not only reco-
vered themfelves out of their firfl: fright ; but put-
ting themfelves in order, they were animated with
that indignation and fury-, that they beat off the
French, with a courage that was not expeéled from
them. Such an aflault, that looked liker the vio¬
lence of a robber, than the attack of one that would
obferve forms in lois conquefts, ought to have pro-
voked ail Princes, efpecially fuch as were powerful
at fea, to have joined againfl: a Prince, who by thefe
praftiees was become the cpmmon enemy of mam
kind. Bnt we were now purfuing other defigns,
from which it was refolved that nothing from beyond
fea fhould divert us.

Tangiet After the King had kept- Tangier about twenty
abandon- years, and had been at a vafl: charge in making a

■ mole before it, in which feveral fets of undertakers
had failed, indeed in the main defigns, but had fue¬
ceeded well in the enriching of themfelves, and the
work was now broughe near perfection, which feem-
ed to give us the key of the Mediterranean ; Hes
to deliver himfelf from that charge, fent Lord Dart-
mouth with a fleet to defiroy ail the works, and to

bring
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brîng home ail our men. The King, when he com- 1684.
rhunicated this to the Cabinet Council, charged them
to be fecret. But it was believed, that he himfelf
fpoke of it to the Lord Arlington, and that Lord
Àrlington told it to the Portugal Ambaffador : For
the Ambaffador took lire upon it, and defired, that,
if the King was weary of keeping it, he would re-
fcore it to his Mafter : And he undertook to pay a
great fum for the charge the King had been at, ali
thefe years that he had it. But the King believed,
that as the money would never be paid, fo the King
of Portugal would not be able to maintain that piace
againft the Moors : So that it would fall in their
hands, and by that means prove too important to
command the Straits. The thing was boldly denied
by the Minifters, when preffed by the Ambaffador
upon that fubject. Lord Dartmouth executed the
defign as he was ordered. So an end was put to
our poffefïlng that place. This was done only to
fave charge, that the Court might hold out the
longer without a Parliament. So the Republic of
Genoa, feeing that we would not, and that without
us the Dutch could not undertake their protection,
were forced to make a very-abject compliment to the
King of France if any thing could be abjeCt, that
was neceffary to fave their Country. The Doge and
fome of the Senators were fent to Verfailles to alk
the King pardon, tho' it was not eafy to tell for
what ; unlefs it was, becaufe they prefumed to refift
his invafion. I hapned to be at Paris when the Doge
was there. One faying of his was much repeated :
When ail the glory of Verfailles was fet open to him,
and the flatterfers of the Court were admiring every
thing, he feemed to look at them with the coldnefs
that became a perfon, who was at the head of a free
Commonwealth : And when he was afked, if the
things he faw were not very extraordinary, he faid,
the moft extraordinary thing that he faw there was
himfelf.

The affairs of Holland were much broken : The Affaire be-
jPrince of Orange and the Town of Amfterdam were yond fea.

% in
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1684. in very ill terms by the French management, to

which Chudleigh the Englifh Envoy joined his
ftrength, to fuch a degree of infolence, that he of-
fered perfonal affronts to the Prince ; who upon
that would fee him no more : Yet the Prince was

not confidered enough at our Court to get Chud¬
leigh to be recalled upon it. The Town of Amfter-
dam went fo far, that a motion was made of fetting
up the Prince of Friezeland as their Stadtholder :
And he was invited to come to their Town in order
to it. But the Prince of Orange prevented this by
coming to a full agreement with that Town. So
he and his Princefs were invited thither : And that

mifunderftanding was removed, or at leaft laid afleep
for that time. The war ofHungary went on with
flow fuccefs on the Emperor's fide : He was poor,
and his revenue was exhaufted, fo that he could not
prefs fo hard upon the Turks, as he might have done
with advantage ; for they were in great confufion.
The King of Poland had married a French wife :
And fhe had a great afcendant over him : And not
being able to get her family raifed in France, fhe
had turned that King to the Emperor's interefts. So
that he had the glory of raifing the fiege of Vienna.
The French faw their error ; and were now ready to
purchafe her at any rate : So that ail the reft of that
poor King's inglorious life, after that great aétion
at Vienna, was a perpétuai going backwards and
forwards between the interefts of France and Vi¬
enna ; which depended entireiy upon the fecret ne-
gotiations of the Court of France with his Queen,
as they came to her terms, or as they did not quite
comply with them.

The mifunderftanding between the Court ofRome
and France went on ftill. The Pope declared open-
ly for the Houfe of Auftria againft the Turk ; and
made great returns of money into Germany. He
engaged the Venetians into the alliance. He found
alfo fault with many of the proceedings in France,
with relation to the Regale. And now the tables
were turned : The Jefuits, who were wont to .value

... ' themfelvçs
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themfelves on their dépendance on the Court of 1684.
Rome, were now wholly in the intereft oF France ;
for they refolved to be on the ftronger lide : And
the Janfenifts, whom Rome had treated very iil,
and who were looked on as the rnoft zealous aiTer-
tors of the liberties of the Gallican Church, were now
the men that admired the Pope, and declared for
him. The perfecution of the Proteftants went on
ftill in France : And no other care was had of thern
here, but that we Iheltred them, and fo had great
numbers of them coming over to us. A quarrel
was depending between the EngîiFh and the Dutch
Eaft-India company. The Dutch had a mind to
drive us out of Bantam -, for they did not love to
fee the Englifh fettle fo near Batavia. So they en-
gaged the oid King of Bantam into a war with his
fon, who was in poiTeffion of Bantam : And the fon
was fupported by the Englifh. But the old King
drove out his fon by the help that the Dutch gave
him : And he drove out the Englifh. likewife, as
having efpoufed his fon's rébellion againft him -, tho*
we underftood that he had refigned the Kingdom to
his fon, but that by the inftigation of the Dutch he
had now invaded him. It is certain, our Court laid
up this in their heart, as that upon which they would
lay the Foundation of a new war with the States, as
foon as we fhould be in a condition to undertake
it. The Eaft-India company faw this, and that the
Court preffed them to make publick remonftrances
upon it, which gave a jealoufy of an ill defign un-
der it : So they refolved to proceed rather in a very
flow négociation, than in any thing that might give
a handle to a rupture.

I muft now mix in fomewhat with relation to my- Thehard-
felf, tho5 it may feem too inconliderable to be put &'PS that
into a feries of matters of fuch importance. But it th®
is neceffary to give fome account of that, which fet mct WU
me at liberty to go round fome parts of Europe, and
to ftay fome years out of England. I preached a
îecfture at St. Clements on the Thurfdays : But after
the Lord Ruffel's death the King fent an order to

Dr.
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1684. Dr. Mafcard, then Redfor of the parifh, to difcharge

from it. I continued at the Rolls, avoiding very
cautioufly every thing that related to the publick :
For I abhorred the making the pulpit a ftage for
venting of paffion, or for the ferving of interefts.
There was a parifh in London vacant, where the
élection lay in the inhabitants : And it was proba¬
ble it would have fallen on me ; tho' London was
in fo divided a ftate, that every thing was managed
by the ftrength of parties. Yet the King, appre-
hending the choice might have fallen on me, fent a
meffage to them, to let thém know, he would take
it amifs if they chofe me. Old Sir Harbotle Grim-
ftone lived ftill to the great indignation of the Court :
When the fifth of November, being gunpowder
treafon day, came, in which we had always fermons
at the Chape! of the Rolls, I beg'd the Mafter of the
Rolls to excnfe me then from preaching ; for that
day led one to preach againft Popery, and it was in¬
décent not to do it. He faid, he would end his life
as he had led it ail along, in an open deteftation of
Popery. So, fince I faw this could not be avoided,
tho3 I had not meddled with any point of Popery
for above a year together, I refolved, fince I did it
fo feldom, to do it to purpofe. I chofe for my text
thefe words : " Save me from the lion's mouth, thou
" haft heard me from the horns of the unicorns."
I made no reflebtion in my thoughts on the lion and
tinicorn, as being the two fupporters of the King's
fcutcheon : (For I had ever hated ail points of that
fort, as a profanation of Scriptures :) But I fhewed
how well Popery might be compared to the lion's
mouth, then open to devour us : And I compared
our former deliverance from the extremities of dan¬
ger to the being on the horn of a rhinocéros. And
this leading me to the fubjeét of the day, I men-
tioned that wifh of King James the firft againft any
of his pofterity, that fhould endeavour to bring that
religion in among us. This was imtnediateîy car-
ried to the Court. But it only raifed more anger
againft me i for no thing could be made of it. They

talked
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falked moft of the choice of the text, as levelled 16S4*
againfl the King's coat of arms. That had never
been once in my thoughts. Lord Keeper North di-
verted the King from doing any thing on the ac-
count of my fermon. And fo the matter flept till
the end of the term. And then North writ to the
Mafler of the Rolls, that the King confidered the
Chapel of the Rolls as one of his own Chapels :
And, fince he looked on me as a perfon difaffedted
to his government, and had for that reafon diimiffed
me from his own fervice, he therefore required him
not to fuffer me to ferve any longer in that Chapel.
And thus ail my fervice in the Church. was now flopt.
For upon fuch a publick déclaration made againfl
me, it was not fit for any Clergyman to make ufe
of my affîftance any more. And by thefe means I
was fet at liberty by the procurement of my ene-
mies. So that I did not abandon m y pofl, either
out of fear, or ont of any giddinefs to ramble about
Europe. But, beingnow under fuch publick marks
of jealoufy, and put out of a capacity of ferving God
and the Church in the way of rny fundlion, it feem-
ed a prudent and a decent thing for me to withdraw
myfelf from that fury, which 1 faw was working fo
flrongly, and in fo many repeated infiances, againfl
me.

Thefe difgraces from the Court were the occafion
of my going out of England ; which both preferv-
ed me Irom what I had reafon to apprehend, when
the Duke, by the change that hapned foon after,
might have had it in his power to make me feel ail
that difpleafure, which had been growing upon him
in a courfe of fo many years againfl me ; and it alfo
put me in a way to do the greatefl fervices I was ca¬
pable of, both to the interefl of religion, and of thefe
Nations. So that what was intended as a mifchïef
to me proved my prefervation. My employment
at the Rolls would have fallen in courfe within a

month, if the Court had delayed the putting me
from it in fuch an open manner ; for that worthy
man, Sir Harbotle Grimftone, died about Chriflmas.

Nature
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1684. Nature funk ail at once, he being then eighty two :

He died, as he had lived, with great piety and re-
ftgnation to the wiil of God.

Trials for There were two famous trials in Michaelmas term :

R^fwel}01 ^^ree women came and depofed againft Rofwell, a
and Haies. Rrefbyterian preacher, treafonable words that he had

deliYered at a Conventicle. They fwore to two or
three periods, in which they agreed fo exadtly toge-
ther, that there was not the frnalieft variation in their
depofitions. Rofwell on the other hand made a
ftrong defence : He proved, that the witneffes were
leud and infamous perfons. He proved, that he
had always been a loyal man, even in Cromwell's
days ; that he prayed confcantly for the King in his
family, and that in his fermons he often infifted on
the obligations to loyalty. And as for that fermon,
in which the witneffes fwore he delivered thofe words,
he Ihewed what his text was, which the witnefîës
could not remember, as they remembred nothing
elfe in his fermon, befides the words they had depof¬
ed. That text, and his fermon upon it, had no re¬
lation to any fuch matter. Several witneffes who
heard the fermon, and fome who writ it in Ihort-hand,
declared, he faid no fuch words, nor any thing to
that purpofe. He offered his own notes to prove
this further : But no regard was had to them. The
women could not prove by any circumftance, that
they were at his meeting j or that any perfon faw
them there on that day. The words they fwore
againft him were fo grofs, that it was not to be ima-
gined, any man in his wits could exprefs him-
felf fo, were he ever fo wickedly fet, before a mix-
ed affembly. It was alfo urged, that it was highly
improbable, that three women could remember fo
long a period upon one ftngle hearing ; and that
they fhould ail remember it fo exa&ly, as to agree
in the famé déposition. He offered to put the whole
upon this ifîlie : He would pronounce a period, as
long as that which they had fworn, with his ufual
tone of voice with which he preached, and then leave
it to them to repeat it, if they could. I fet down
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âil this defence more particularly, that it may ap- 1684.
pear what a fpirit was in that time, when a verdid
could he brought in upon fuch an evidence, and
againft fuch a defence. JefFeries urged the matter
with his ordinary vehemence : He laid it for a Foun¬
dation, that ail preaching at Conventicles was trea-
fonable, and that this ought to difpofe the Jury to
believe any evidence whatfoever upon that head, and
that here wëre three pofitive concurring witnelfes :
So the Jury brought him in guilty. And there was
a lhamefui rejoicing upon this. It was thought,
now Conventicles would be ail fuppreffed by it »

fmce any perfon that would withefs that treafonable
words were delivered at them would be believed,
how improbable foever it might be. But when the
importance of the words came to be examined, by
men learned in the law, they were found not to be
treafon by any ftatute. So Rofwell moved in arreft
of judgment, till Counfel fhould be héard to that
point, whether the words were treafon or not. In
Sidney's cafe they refufed to grant that, unlefs he
would firft confefs the faét. And, tho' that was much
cenfured, yet it was more doubtful, whether Coun-
cil ought to be heard after the Jury had brought in
the verdid. But the King was fo put out of coun-
tenanee, with the many ftories that were brought
him of his witnelfes, that the Attorney General had
orders to yield to the arreft of judgment ; tho' it
had been more to the King's honour to have put an
end to the bulinefs by a pardon. It was thought a
good point gained, which might turn to the advan-

-tage of the fubjed, to allow that a point of law might
be argued after convidion. The impudence of this
verdid was the more lhamefui, fince, tho' we had a

Popifh fucceffor in view, here was a precedent made,
by which pofitive witnelfes, fwearing to any thing
as faid in a fermon, were to be believed againft fo
many probabilities, and fo much proof to the con-
trary ; which might have been at another time very
fatal to the Clergy.
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1684: The other trial was of more importance to the

Court. In Armftrong's pocket, when he was taken,
a ktter was found writ by Haies, a Banquier in
London, direéted to another name, which was be-
lieved a feigned one : ïn it crédit was given hirri
upon Haies's correfpondent in Hoîland for money ;
He was defired not to be too lavifh : And he was

promifed, that he fhould be fupplied as he needed it.
Here was an abetting of a man outlawed for treafon.
Much pains was taken on Haies, both by perfuaïion
and threatning, to induce him to difcover that whole
cabal of men, that, it feemed, joined in a common
purfe to fupply thofe, who had fied beyond fea on
the account of the plot. And they hoped tô know
ail Monmouth's friends ; and either to have attaint-
ed them, or at leaft to have fined them lever'eîy for
it. But Haies fhewed a fidelity and courage, far
beyond what could have been expedted from fuch a
man : So he was brought to a trial. He made a
ftrong defence. The letter was not exacftly li'ke his
hand. It was not addreffed to Armftrong, but to
another perfon, from whom he perhaps had it. No
entry was made of it in his books, nor of any fum
paid in upon it. But his main defence was, that a
Banquier examined into no perfon's concerns ; and
therefore, when money or good fecurity was brought
him, he gave bills of exchange, or letters of crédit,
as they were defired. JefFeries prefifed the Jury, in
his impetuous way, to find Haies guilty ol high
treafon -, becaufe, tho' there was not a witnefs againft
Haies, but only prefumptions appeared upon the
proof, yet, JefFeries faid, it was proved by two wit-
neffes that the letter was found in Armftrong's
pocket ; and that was fufficient, the reft appearing
by circumftances. The little différence between the
writing in the letter and his ordinary hand, was faid
to be only a feint to hide it, which made him the
more guilty. He required the Jury to bring him
in guilty. And faid, that the King's life and fafety
depended upon this trial : So that if they did it not,
they expofed the King to a new Rye-Plot, with

other
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other extravagancies, with which his fury prompted 1684*
him. But a jury of merchânts could not bewrought
up to this pitch. So he was acquitted, which mor*
tiried the Court a little : For they had reckoned,
that now Juries were to be only a point of form in
a trial, and that they were always to find bills as
they were direéted.

A trial in a matter of blood came On àfter this; Stra"ëe
A gentleman of a noble family beieg at a publick
fupper with much company^ fome hot words paft uabecom-
between him and another Gentleman^ which raifed ing a
a fudden quarrel, none but three perfons being en-
gaged in it. Swords were drawn, and one was
killed out-right : But it was not certain by whofe
hand he was killed : So the other two were both in-
dicted upon iti The proof did not carry it beyond
manflaughter, no marks of any précèdent malice
âppearing. Yet the young Gentleman was pre-
vailed on to confefs the indidtment, and to let fen-
tence pafs on him for niurder* a pardon being pro-
mifed him it he fhould do fo, and he being threatned
with the utmoft rigour of the law, if he ftood upon
his defence. After the fentence had paft, it appear-
ed on what defign he had been praétifed on. k was
a rich family, and not well affedled to the Court :
So he was told that he muft pay well for his pardon *
And it coft him 16000T, of which the King had
the one half, the other half being divided between
two Ladies that were in great favour. It is a very
ill thing, for Princes to fuffer themfelves to be pre-
vailed on by importunities to pardon blood, which
cries for vengeance. Yet an eafinefs to fuch impor-
tunity is a feeblenefs of good nature, and fo is in it
felf lefs criminal. But it is a iponftrous perverting
of juftice, and a deftroying the chief fend of go-
vernment, which is the prefervation of the people,
when their blood is fet to fale 1 and that not as a

compenfation to the family of the perfon murdered,
but to the Prince him felf, and to fome who are in
favour with him upon unworthy accounts : And it
Was robbery if the Gentleman was innocent.

Vol. IL T Another
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1684. Another thing of a ftrange nature hapned about

y<VM,V this time. The Earl of Ciancarty in Ireland, when
he died, had left hiâ Lady the guardian of his chil-
dren. It was one of the nobleft and richeft families
of the Irifh Nation, which had aiways been Papifts.
But the Lady was a Proteftant. And fhe, being
afraid to truft the éducation of her fon in Ireland,
tho' in Proteftant hands, confidering the danger he
might be in from his kindred of that religion,
brought him over to Oxford, and put him into Feli's
hands, who was both Bifhop of Oxford and Dean
of Chrift Church : where fhe reckoned he would be
fafe. Lord Ciancarty had an unr.le, Coll. Maccar-
ty, who was in moft things, where his religion was
not concerned, a man of honour. So he, both to
pervert his nephew, and to make his own court, got
the King to write to the Bifhop of Oxford to let the
young Lord corne up^ and fee the diverfions of the
Town in the Chriftmas time ; to which the Bifhop
did too eafily confent. When he came to Town,
he, being then at the âge of confent, was married to
one of the Lord Sunderland's daughters. And fo he
broke thro' ail his éducation, and foon after turned
Papift. Thus the King fuffered himfelf to be made
an inftrument in one of the greateft of crimes, the
taking an infant out of the hand of a guardian, and
marrying him fecretly -, againft which the laws ofail,
nations have taken care to provide very effedlually.
But this leads me into a further view of the defigns
at Court.

Papifts 'The Earl of Rochefter grew weary of the infigni-
^"î'cknd ^cant pLce of Prefident, which procured him nei-

ther confidence nor dépendance. And, fince thego-
vernment of Ireland was the greateft poft next to the
Treafury, he obtained by the Duke's favour to be
named Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. The King
feemed to be 1b uneafy with him, that he was glad
to fend him avvay from the Court. And the King
intended to begin in his perfon a new method in the
government of Ireland. Formerly the Lords Lieu¬
tenants were Générais of the army, as well as the

G 0 vern ors
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Governors of the Kingdom. Their interefl in re- 1684,,
commending to pofts in the army, and the giving v^ry-N*/
the commiffions for them, brought the army into
their dépendance, and encreafed the profits of their
Secretaries. It was now fuggefled by Lord Sunder-
land, that this was too much in one perfon : And
therefore he propofed, that there fhould be a Gene¬
ral of the army, independent on the Lord Lieute¬
nant, and who fhould be a check upon him : When
there were but a few troops kept up there, it might
be more reafonable to leave them in the Lord Lieu-
tenant's hand's : But now that an army was kept, it
feemed too much to put that, as well as the civil
administration of the Kingdom, into the power of
one man. In this the Earl of Sunderland's defign
was, to keep that Kingdom in a dépendance upon
himfelf. And he told the King, that if he thought
that was a good maxim for the government of Ire-
land, he ought to begin it when a créature of his
own was fent thither, who had not fuch a right to
difpute points of that kind with him, as ancient no-
blemen might prétend to. Lord Rochefter was
much mortified with this. He faid, the chief Go-
vernor of Ireland could not be anfwerable for the
peace of that Kingdom, if the army was not in a dé¬
pendance on him. Yet little regard was had to ali
that he could objebt to this new method ; for the
King feemed to be the more pleafed with it, becaufe
it affiidted him fo much. The firfl inftance, in
which the King intended to begin the immédiate dé¬
pendance of the Irifh army on himfelf, was not fo
well chofen, as to make it generally acceptable ;
For it was, that Coll. Maccarty was to have a ré¬
giment there. He had a regiment in the French
fervice for feveral years, and was called home upon
that appearance that we had put on of engaging
with the allies in a war with France in the year 1678.
The Popifh plot had kept the King from employing
him for fome years, in which the Court was in fome
management with the Nation. But now that being
at an end, the King intended to employ him-, upon

T 2 this
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1684. this acceptable fervice he had done with relation to

his nephew. The King fpoke of it to Lord Hali¬
fax : And he, as he told me, afked the King, if he
thought that was to govern acçording to law. The
King anfwered, he was not tied up by the laws of
Ireland, as he was by the laws of England. Lord
Halifax offered to argue that point with any perfon
that afferted it before him : He faid, that army was
raifed by a Proteftant Parlement, to fecure the Pro-
teflant intereft : And would the King give occafion ,

to any to fay, that where his hands were not bound
np, he would fnew ail the favour he could to the
Papifts ? The King anfwered, he did not trouble
himfelf with what peop-le faid, or would fay. Lord
Halifax replied to this, that it was a juif piece of
greatnefs in the King not to mind what his enemies
faid ; but he hoped he would never défpife what his
friends faid, efpecially when they feemed to have
reafon on their fide : And he wifhed the King would
choofe rather to make up Maccarty's lolfes f©r his
fervice in penfions, and other favours, than in a
way that would raife fo much ciamour and jealoufy.
In ail this Lord Halifax only oifered his advice to
the King, upon the King's beginning the difcourfe
with him. Yet the King told it ail to Maccarty ;
who came and expoftulated the matter with that
Lcrrd. So he faw by that how little fafe a man was,
who fpoke freely to the King, when he croffed the
King's own inclinations.

Sufpîcions There was a great expedlation in the Court of
France, that at this time the King would déclaré

daifn? C" himfelf a Papift. They did not keep the fecret very
himfeîf a carefully there : For the Archbifhop of Rheims had
Fapiii. faid to my felf, that the King was as much theirs as

his brother was, only he had not fo much confcience.
This I reported to Lord Halifax to tell the King,
Whethér he did it, or not, I know not. But it was
written over at this time from Paris, that the King
of France had faid at his levee, or at table, that a
great thing would quickly break out in England
with relation to religion, The occafion of that was

afterwards
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afcerwards better known. One of our Eaft-India 1684.
fhips had brought over one of the Miffionaries of
Siam, who was a man of a warm imagination, and
who talkpd of his having co'nverted and baptized
many thoulands in that Kingdom. He was well re-
ceived at Court : And the King diverted himfelf
with hearing him relate the adventures, and other
paflages ol his trayels. Upon this encouragement
he defired a private audience ; in which in a very in-
flamed fpeech, and with great vehemence, he preffed
the King to return into the bofom of the Church.
The Pving entertained this civilly, and gave him
thofe anfwers, that he, not knowing the King's way,
took them for fuch fteps and indications, as made
him concîude the thing was very near done : And
upon that he writ to F. de la Chaife, that they would
hear the news of the King's converfion very quickly.
The Confefibr carried the news to the King ; who,
not doubting it, gave the général hint of that great
turn, of which he was then fuil of hopes.

That Prieft was direéled by fome to apply him¬
felf to Lord Halifax, to try if he could convert him.
Lord Halifax toSd me, he was fo vain and fo weak
a man, that none could be converted by him, but
fuch as were weary of their religion, and wanted on-
ly a pretence to throw it off. Lord Halifax put ma¬
ny queftions to him, to which he made fuch fimple
anfwers, as furnilhed that Lord with many very
lively fallies upon the converlions fo muçh boafted
of, when made by fuch men. Lord Halifax afked
him, how it came that, fince the King of Siam was
fo favourable to their religion, they had not con-
yerted him ? The Miffionary upon that told him,
that the King had faid, he would not examine into
the truth of ail that they had told him concerning
Jefus Chrift : He thought it was not reafonable to
forfake the religion of his fathers, unlefs he faw good
grounds to juftify the change : And, fince they pre-
tended that the author of their religion had left a

power of working miracles with his followers, he de¬
fired they would apply that to himfelf : He had a

T 3 palfey
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1684. palfey both in his arm, and in his leg: And if they

Uy"w could deliver him from that, he promifed to them
he would change immediately. Upon which the
Miflionary faid, that the Bifhop, who was the head
of that mifïion, was bold enough (affez hardi, were
the Prieft's own words) to undertake it. A day was
fet for it. And the Bifhop, with his Prieft and
fome others, came to the King. And after fome
prayers, the King told them, he felt fome heat and
motion in his arm ; but the palfey was more rooted
in his thigh : So he defired the Bifhop would go on,
and finifh that which was fo happily begun. The
Bifhop thought he had ventured enough, and would
engage no further ; but told the King, that fince
their God had made one ftep towards him, he mtffc
tnake the next to God, and at leaft meet him half
way. But the King was obftinate, and would hâve
the miracle finifhed before he would change. On
the other hand the Bifhop ftood his ground. And
fo the matter went no further. Upon which Lord
Halifax faid, fince the King was fuch an infidel,
they ought to have prayed the palfey into his arm
again, as well as they prayed it out : Otherwife,
here was a miracle loffc on an obftinate infidel : And,
if the palfey had immediately returned into his arm,
that would perhapshave given him a full conviction,
This put the Miflionary into fome confufion. And
Lord Halifax repeated it both to the King and to
the Duke, with that air of contempt, that the Duke
was highly provoked by it : And the Prieft appear-
ed at Court no more.

1685. There was at this time a new fcheme formed, that
nj very probably would have for ever broken the King

fchenTe of anc^ t^e b>uke. But how it was laid was fq great a
govem- fecret, taat I could never penettate into it. ït was
sieûï. laid at Lady-Portfmouth's; Barillon and Lord Sun «

derland were the chief managers of it. Lord Go-
dolphin was alfo in it. The Duke of Monmouth
came over fecretîy. And tho' he did not fee the King,
yet he went back very well pleafed with liis journey,
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But he never told his reafon to any that I know of. 1685.
Mr. May of the privy purfe told me, that he was told
there was a defign to break out, with which he himfelf
would be well pleafed : And when it was ripe, he was
to be called on to come and managè the King's tem-
per, which no man urtderftood better than he did ;
for he had been bred about the King ever fince he
was a child : And by his poft he was ïn the fecret of
ail his amours j but was contrary to his notions in
every thing elfe, both with relation to Popery, to
France, and to arbitrary government. Yet he was fo
true to the King, in that leud confidence in which he
employedhim, that the King had charged him never
to prefs him in any thing, fo as to provoke him. By
this means he kept ail this while mucKat a diftance ;
for he would not enter into any difcourfe with the
King on matters of ftate, till the King began with
him. And he told me, he knew by the King's way
things were not yet quite ripe, nor he thoroughly fixed
on the defign. That with which they were to begin
was, the fending the Duke to Scotland. And it was
generally believed, that if the two brothers fhould be
once parted, they would never meet again. The King
fpoketo the Duke concerning his going to Scotland :
And he anfwered, that there was no occafion for it :

Upon which the King replied, that either the Duke
muft go, or that he himfelf would go thither.

The King was obferved to be more than ordi-
narily penfive. And his fondnefs to Lady Portf-
mouth increafed, and broke out invery indécent in-
ftances. The Grand Prior of France, the Duke of

" Vendome's brother, had made foiine applications to
that Lady, with which the King was highly offend-
ed. It was faid, the King came in on a fudden, and
faw that which provoked him : So he commanded
him immediately to go out of England. Yet after
that the King careffed her in the view of ail peo-
pie, which he had never done on any occafion or to
any perfon formerly. The King was obferved to be
colder and more referved to the Duke than ordinary.
But what was under ail this was ftili a deep fecret,

T 4 Lord
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1685. Lord Halifax was let into no part of it. He ftill

went on againft Lord Rochefter. He complained
in councii, that there were many razures in the
books of the Treafusy, and that feveral leaves were
eut ont of thofe books : And he moved the King tq
go to the Treafury chaniber, that the books mightbe
laid Before him, and that he rnight judge of the mat-
ter upon fight. So the King named the next Mon-
day. And it was then expected, that the Earl of
Rocheffer wpuld have been turned put of ail, if not
fent to the Tower. And a meffage was fent to Mr.
May, then at Windfor, to defir'e him to corne to
Court that day, which it was expeded would prove
a critical day. And it proved to be fo indeed, thp?
in a différent way.

^ Ali this winter the King looked better than he
ficknefs -ia<^ done f°r rnany years. He had a humour in hi§

leg, which looked like the beginning of the gout :
So that for fome weeks he could not walk, as he
ufed to do generally three or four hours a day in the
Park y which he did commonly fo faft, that as it was
really an exercife tp himfelf, fo it was a trouble to
ail about him to hold up with him. In the ftate the
King was in, he not beîng able to walk, lpent much
ôf lois time in his laboratory, and was running a
procefs for the fixing of Mercury. On the firft qf
February, being a Sunday, he eat little ail day, ancl
came to Lady Portfmouth at night, and called for a
porringer of fpoon meat. It was made too ftrong
for his Ifomach. So he eat little of it : And he had
an unquiet night. In the morning one Dr. King, a
Phyfician, and a Chymift, came, as he had been or-^
dered, to wait on him. Ail the King's difeourfe to
him was fo broken, that he could not underftand
what he meant. And the Doctor concluded, he waé
under fome great diibrder, eifher in his mind, or in
his body. The Dodor amazed at this, went out,
ànd meeting with the Lord Peterborough, hefaid^
|hè King "^as m a fttange humour, for he did not
fpeak onë word of fenfe. f Lord Peterborough de-
lired he would go in agaîn to the bedehamber, wliicb
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he did. And he was fcarce corne in, when the 1685.
King, who feemed ail the while to be in great con-
fufion, fell down ail of a fudden in a fit like an apo-
plexy : He looked blaek, and his eyes turned in his
head, The phyfician, who had been formerly an
eminent Surgeon, faid, itwas impoffible to fave the
King's life, if'one minute was loft : He would ra-
ther venture on the rigour of the law, than leave
the King to perifh. And fo he let him blood. The
King corne out of that fit : And the phyficians ap-
proved what Dr. King had done : Upon which the
Privy Council ordered him a thoufand pound, which
yet was never paid him. Tho* the King came out
of that fit, yet the effeds of it hung ftili upon him,
fo that he was much oppreffed. And the phyfici¬
ans did very much apprehend the return of another
fit, and that it would carry him off : So they look¬
ed on him as a dead man. The Bifhop of London
fpoke a little to him, to difpofe him to préparé for
whatever might be before him, to which the King
anfwered not a word. But that was imputed partly
to the Bifhop's cold way of fpeaking, and partly to
the ill opinion they had of him at Court, as too
bufy in oppofition to Popery. Sancroft made a
very weighty exhortation to him ; in which he ufed
a good degree of freedom, which he faid was necef-
fary, fince he was going to bejudged byone who
was no refpeéter of perfons. To him the King made
no anfwer neither ; nor yet to Ken, tho' the moft in
favour with him of ail the Bifhops. Some imputed
this to an infenfibility ; of which too vifible an in-
ifance appeared, fince Lady Portfmouth fat in the
bed taking care of him as a wife of a hufband.
Ôthers gueffed truer, that it would appear he was
of another religion. On Thurfday a fécond fit re-
turned. And then the phyficians told the Duke,
that the King was not like to live a day to an end.

The Dukè: immediately ordered Hudleffon, thsHereceiv-,
Prieft that had a great hand in faving the King at ed tfee Sa-
Worcefter fight, (for which he was excepted out
ail fevere ads that were made againfl Priefls,) to be

brouHit
o
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1685. brought to the lodgings und.er the bed-chamber,
wAnd when he #as told what was to be done, he was

in great confufion, for hé had ho hoftie about him.
But he went to anothèr Prièft, that lived in the Court,
who gave him the pix with an hoftie in it. But thàt
poor Prièft was fo frightéd, that he'run out ofWhite-
hàli in fuch hafte that he ftruck àgainft a poft, and
feemed to be in a fit of rnadnefs with feàr. As foon
as Hudlefton had préparée! every thing that was ne-
ceftary, the Duke whifpered the King in the ear.
Upon that the King ordered that ail who were in the
bed-chamber fhould withdraw, except the Earls of
Bath, and Feverfharii : And the door was double
locked. The company was kept out half an hour :
Only Lord Feverlham opened the door once, and
called for a glafs of water. Cardinal Howard told
me at Rome, that Hudlefton, according to the réla-
tion that he fent thither, rfiâdé the King go thro*
fome a6ts of contrition, and, after fuch a confefiïon
as he could then fnakè, he gave him abfolution and
the other Sacraments. The hoftie ftuck in his
throat : And that was the occafi^n of calling for a
glafs of water. He alfô gave him extream Unélion.
Ail miift hâve been performed very fuperficially,
.{ince it was fo foon ended. But the King feemed to
be at 'great eafe upon it. It was given out, that the
Kingfaidto Hudlefton, that he had faved him twice,
firft his body, and now his foui *, and that he afked
him, if he wouîd hâve him déclaré himfelf to be of
their Church. But it féëms he was prépared for this,
and fo diverted the King from it ; and laid, he took
it upon him to fatisfy the worîd in that particular.
But thô' by the principles of ail religions whatfoever
he ought to have obliged him to make open pro-
feffionofhis religion, y'et, it feems, the confequencës
of that were apprehended ; for without doubt that
poor Prieft acted by the directions that were given
hïm. The company was fuffered to corne in. And
the King went thro' the agonies of death with a
cal m and a conftancy, that amazed ail who were
about him, and knew how he had lived, This made

fome
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fome conclude, that he h ad made a will, and that his 1685.
quiet was the efFedt of that. Ken applied him-
felf much to the awaking the King's confcience.
He fpoke with a great élévation, both of thought
and expreffion, like a man infpired, as thofe who
were prefent told me. He refumed the mattér
often, and pronounced many fhort ejaculations and
prayers, which affedted ail that were prefent, ex-
cept him that was the moft concerned, who feem-
ed to take no notice of him, and made no an-
fwers to him. He prefifed the King fix or feven
times to receive the Sacrament. But the King al-
ways declined it, faying, he was very weak. A table
with the éléments upon it ready to be confecrated
was brought into the room -, which occafioned a re¬
port to be then fpread about, that he had received it.
Ken prefifed him to déclaré that he delired it, and
that he died in the Communion of the Church of
England. To that he anfwered nothing. Ken afk-
ed him, if he defired abfolution of his fins. It feems
the King* if he then thought any thing at ail, thought
that would do him no hurt. So Ken pronounced it
over him : For which he was blamed, fince the King
expreffed no fenfe of forrow for his pafl life, norany
purpofeof amendaient. It was thought to be apro-
ïfitution of the peace of the Church-, to give it to
one, who, after a life led as the King's had been,
feemed to harden himfelf againfc every thing that
could be laid to him. Ken was alfo cenfured for
another piece of indecency : He prefented the Duke
of Richmond, Làdy Portfmouth's fon, to be bleffed
by the King. Upon this fome that were in the room
criedout, the King was their common father. And
upon that ail kneéled down for his blefiirig, which
he gave them. The King fufïered much inwardly,
and faid, he was burnt up within ; of which he com-
plained often, but with great decency. He faid
once, he hoped he fhould climb up to heaven's gâtes,
which was the only word favouring of religion that
jie was heard to fpeafe,
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1685. Hc gathered ail his ftrefigth to fpeak his laft words

u—y-—J' to the Duke, to whicb every one hearkned with. great
attention. He expreffed his kindnefs to him, and
that he now delivered ail over to him with great joy.
He recommended Lady Portfmouth over and over
again to him. He faid, he had always loved her,
and he loved her now to the laft -, and befought the
Duke, in as melting words as he could fetch out, to
be very kind to her and to her fon. He recom¬
mended his other children to him : And conculded,
let not poor Nclly ftarve -, that was Mrs. Guyn. But
he faid nothing of the Queen, nor any one word of
his people, or of his fervants : Nor did he fpeak one
word of religion, or concerning the payment of his
debts, tho5 he left behind him about 90000 guineas,
whichhe had gathered,either outof the privy purfe,or
out of the money which was fenthim from France, or
by other methocls, and which he had kept fo fecretly
that no perfon whatfoever knew any thing of it.

His death. He continued in the agony till Friday at elëven
a clock, being the fixth of February 16841 ; and then
died in the fifty fourth year of his âge, after he had
reigned, if we reckon from his father's death, thirty
fix years, and eight days ; or, if we reckon from his
Reftoration, twenty four years, eight pnonths, and nine
days. There were many very apparent fufpicions of
his being poifoned : For tho' the firft accefs looked
like an apoplexy, yet it was plain in the progrefs of
it that it was no apoplexy. When his body was
opened, the phyficians who viewed it were, as it were
led, by thofe who might fufped the truth, to look
upon the parts that were certainly found. But both
Lower and Needham, two famous phyficians, told
me, they plainly difcerned two or three blew fpots on
the outfide of the ftomach. Needham called twice
to have it opened : But the furgeons feemed not to
hear him. And when he moved it the fécond time,
he, as he told me, heard Lower fay to one that ftood
next him, Needham will undo us, calling thus to
have the ftomach opened, for he may fee they will
not do it. They were diverted to look to fomèwhat

elfe :
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elfe : And when they returned to look upon the fto- 1685.
mach, it was carried away : So that it was never v-~*
viewed. Le Fevre, a French phyfician, told me, he
faw a blacknefs in the fhoulder : Upon which he
made an incifion, and faw it was ail mortified. Short,
another phyfician, who was a Papift, but after a form
of his own, did very much fufpedt foui dealing : And
he had talked more fréely of it, than any of the Pro¬
cédants durit do at that time. But he was not long
after taken fuddenly ill, upon a large draught of
wormwood wine, which he had drunk in the houfe
of a Popifh patient, that lived near the Tower, who
had fent for him, of which he died. And, as he faid
to Lower, Millington, and fome other phylicians, he
believed that he himfelf was poifoned, for his having
fpokën fo freely of the King's death. The King's
body was indecently neglebted. Some parts ofhis in-
wards, and fome pièces of the fat, were left in the
water in which they were wafhed : Ail which were ib
carelefsly looked after, that the water being poured
out at a fcullery hole that went tQ a drain, in the
mouth of which a grate lay, thefe were feen lying on
the grate many days after. His funeral was very
mean. He did not lie in date : No mournings were
given : And the expence of it was not equal to whac
an ordinàry Nobleman's funeral will rife to. Many
upon this faid, that he deferved better from his bro-
ther, than to be thus ungratefully treated in cérémo¬
nies that are publick, and that make an impreffion
on thole who fee them, and who will make fevere ob-
fervations and inferences upon fuch omiffions. But
fince I have mentioned the ïufpicions ofpoifon, as the
caufe of his death, I mu il add, that I never heard any
lay thofe fufpicions on his brother. But his dying fo
critically, as it were in the minute in which he feem-
ed to begin a turn of affairs, made it be generally the
more believed* and that the Papifts had done it, ei-
ther by the means of fome of Lady Portfmouth's fer-
vants, or, as fome fancied, by poifoned fnuff 5 for
fo many of the fmall veins of the brain were burd,
that the brain was in gresft diforder, and nô judg-

- - ment
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1684. ment could be made concerning it. Tothisllhall

add a very furprifing ftory*, that I had in Novem-
ber 1709 from Mr. Henly of Hampfhire. He told
me, that, when the Duchefs of Portfmouth came
over to England in the year 1699, he heard, that
Ihe had talked as if King Charles had been poifoned -,
which he defiring to have from her own mouth, fhe
gave him this account of it. She was always preffing
the King to make both himfelf and his people eafy,
and to corne to a full agieement with his Pariiament:
And he was corne to a final refolution of fending away
his brother, and of calling a Pariiament ; which was
to be executed the next day after he fell into that fit
of which he died. She was put upon the fecret, and
fpoke of it to no perfon alive, but to her Confeffor :
But the Confeffor, fhe believed, told it to fome, who,
feeing what was to folio w, took that wicked courie
to prevent it. Having this from fo worthy a perfon,
as I have fet it down without adding the leaft circum-
ftance to it, I thoughtit too important not to be men¬
tion in this hiftory. It difcovers both the knavery of
Confeffors, and the practices of Papifts, fo evidently,
that there is no need of making any further reflec-
tions on it.

His cha Thus lived ând died King Charles the fécond. He
ratter. wTas the greateft inftance in hiftory of the varions ré¬

volutions of which any one man feemed capable. He
was bred up, the firft twelve years of his life, with
the fplendor that became the heir of fo great a
Crown. After that he paft thro' eighteen years in
great inequalities, unhappy in the war, in the lofs of
his father, and 01e the Crown of England. Scotland
did not only receive him, tho' upon terms hard ofdi-
geftion, but made an attempt upon. England for him,
tho' a feeble one. He loft the battle of Worcefter
with too much indifférence : And then he fhewed
more care of his perfon, than became one who had
fo much at ftake. He wandered about England for
ten weeks after that, hiding from place to place. But,
under ail the appréhendons he had then upon him, he

* N. B. This is added to the original in a loofe fheet.
•i Ihewed
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Ihewed a temper fo carelefs, and fo much turned to i68£.
levity, that he was then diverting himfeif with little
houlhold fports, in as unconcerned a manner, as if
he had made no lofs, and had been in no danger
at ail. He got at laft out of England. But he had
been obliged to fo many, who had been faithful to
him, and careful of him, that he feemed afterwards
to refolve to make an equal return to them ail :
And finding it not eafy to reward them ail as t^hey
deferved, he forgot them ail alike. Moft Princes
feem to have this pretty deep in them ; and to thinlc
that they ought never to remember paft fervices,
but that their acceptance of them is a full reward.
He, of ail in our âge, exerted this piece of préro¬
gative in the ampleft manner : For he never feemed
to charge his memory, or to trouble his thoughts,
with the fenfe of any of the fervices that had been
do ne him. While he was abroad at Paris, Colen,
or Bruflels, he never feemed to lay any thing to
heart. He purfued ail his diverfions, and irregular
pleafures, in a free carrier; and feemed to be as fe-
rene under the lofs of a crown, as the greateft Phi-
lofopher could have been. Nor did he willingîy
hearken to any of thofe projets, with which he ofteri
complained that his Chancellor perfecuted him.
That in which he feemed moft concerned was, ta
find money for fupporting his expence. And it was
often faid, that, if Cromwell would have compound-
ed the matter, and have given him a good round
penfion, that he might have been induced to relign
his title to him. During his exile he delivered him¬
feif fo entirely to his pleafures, that he became in¬
capable of application. Fie fpent little of his time
in reading or ftudy, and yet lefs in thinking. And,
in the ftate his affairs were then in, he accuftomed
himfeif to fay to every perfon, and upon ail occa-
ilons, that which he thought would pleafe moft :
So that words or promifes went very eafily froni
him. And he had fo ill an opinion of mankind,
that he thought the great art of living and govern-
ing was, to manage ail things and ail perfons with

a depth
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1685. a depth of craft and diffimulation. And in that

V/yv few mèn in tHe world could put on the appearancé
oF fincerity better than he could t Under which Fo
much artifice was uFually hid, that in conçlufion he
could deceive none, for ail were become miftruftful
of him. He had great vices, but fcarce any virtues
to correct them : He had in him fome vices that
were lefs hurtful, which corredted his more hurtful
ones. He was, during the aftive part of life given
up to floth and lewdnefs to fuch a degree, that he
hated bufinefs, and could not bear the engaging in
any thing that gave him much trouble, or put him
under any conftraint. And tho5 he defired to be-
corne abfolute, and to overturn both our religion
and our laws, yet he would neither run the rifque,
nor give himfelf the trouble, which fo great a defign
required. He had an appearance of gentlenefs in his
outward deportment : But he feemed to have no
bowels nor tendernefs in his nature : and in the end
of his life he became cruel. He was apt to forgive
ail crimes, even blood it felf : Yet he never forgave
any thing that was done againft himfelf, after his
firft and général a£t of indemnity, which was to be
reckoned as done rather upon maxims of ftate than
inclinations of mercy. He deiivered himfelf up to a
moft enormous courfe ofvice, without any fort of re-
Jftraint, even from the confideration of the neareft re¬
lations : The moft ftudied extravagancies that way
feemed, to the very laft, to be much delighted in, and
purfued by him. He had the art of making ail people
grow fond of him at firft, by a foftnefs in his whole
way of converfation, as he was certainly the beft bred
man of the âge. But when it appear'd how little could
be built on his promife, they were cured of the fond-
nefs that he was apt to raife in them. When he faw
young men of quality, who had fomething more
than ordinary in them, he drew them about him,
and fet himfelf to corrupt them both in religion and
morality -, in which he proved fo unhappily iuccefs-
ful, that he left England much changed at his death
from what he hàd found it at his Reftoration. He

loved
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l'oved to talk over ail the ftories of his life t6 every 1685.
new m an that came about him. His ftay in Scot-
land, and the fhare he had in the war of Paris, in
carrying mefîages from the one fîde to the other,
were his common topicks. He went over thefe in
a very graceful manner ; but fo often, and fo co~
pioully, that ail thofe who had been long accuftom-
ed to them grew weary of them : And when he
entered on thofe ftories they ufually withdrew : So
that he often began them in a fuli audience, and
before he had done there were not above four or

6ve left about him : Which drew a fevere jeft
from Wiimot, Earl of Rochefter. He faid, he
wondred to fee a man have fo good a memory as
to repeat the famé ftory "without lofing the leaft
circumftance, and yet not remember that he had
told it to the famé perfons the very day before.
This made him fond of ftrangers ; for they heark-
ned to ail his often repeated ftories, and went
away as in a rapture at fuch an uncommon con-
defcenfion in a King.

His perfon and temper, his vices as weîl as his
fortunes, refembie the chara&er that we have given
us of Tiberius fo much, that it were eafy to draw
the parallel between them. Tiberius's baniihment,
and his coming afterwards to reign, makes the
comparifon in that refpeâ come pretty near. His.
hating of bulinefs, and his love of pleafures -, his
raifing of favourites, and trufting them entirely ;
and his puîiing them down, and hating them ex-
cefîivcly j his art of covering deep dehgns, par-
tic.ularly of revenge, with an appearance of foft-
nefs^ brings them fo near a likenefs, that 1 did not
wonder much to obferve the refemblance of their
face and peribn. At Rome I faw one of the laft
ftatues made for Tiberius, after he had loft his
teeth. But, bating the altération which that made,
it was fo like King Charles, that Prince Borghefe,
and Signior Dominico to whom tt belonged, did

Vol « IL U agree
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1685. agree with me in thinking that it looked like a

fcatue made for him.
Few things ever went near his heart. The Duke

of Glocefter's death feemed to touch him much.
But thofe who knew him beft thought it was, be-
caufe he had loi! him by whom only he could have
balanced the furviving brother, whom he hated,
and yet émbroiled ail his affairs to preferve the
fucceffion to him.

His ill conduct in the firft Dutch war, and thofe
terrible caîamities ot the plague, and fire of Lon-
don, with that lofs and reproach which he fuffered
by the infult at Chatham, made ail people con-
clude there was a curfe upon his government. His
throwing the publick hatred at that time upon
Lord Clarendon was both unjull and ungrateful.
And when his people had brought him out of ail
his difficultés upon his entring into the triple al¬
liance, his felling that to France, and his entring
on the fécond Dutch war with as little colour as

he had for the firlt ; his bcginning it with the at-
tempt on the Dutch Smirna fleet ; the fhutting up
the Exchequer ; and his déclaration for toleration,
which was a ftep for the introdudlion of. Popery ;
make fuch a chain of black actions, fiowing from.
blacker 'defigns, that it amazed thofe who had
known ail this to fee, with what impudent ftrains
of flattery, addreffes were penned during his life,
and yet more grofsly after his death. His con-
tributing fo much to the rai fin g the greatnefs of
France, chiefly at fea, was fuch an error, that it
could not flow from want of thought, or of true
fenfe. Rouvigne told me, he defired that ail the
metnods the French took in the increafe and con-

duét of their naval force might be fent him. And,
he faid, he feemed to ftudy them with concern
and zeal. He fhewed what errors they committed,
and how they ought to be corredted, as if he had
feeen a Viceroy to France, rathef than a King that

ought
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ought to hâve watched over and prevented the 1685.
progrefs they made, as the greateft of ail the mif- *—■vw
chiefs that could happen to him or to his peopie.
They that judged the moft favourably of this,
thought it was done out of revenge to the Dutch,
that, with the affiftance of fo great a fieet as France
could join to his own, he might be able to deftroy
them. But others put a worfe conftruction on it ;
and thought, that feeing he could not quite mafter
or deceive his fubje&s by his own ftrength and
management, he was willing to help forward the
greatnefs of the French at fea, that by their affif¬
tance he might more certainly fubdue his own
peopie-, according to what was génerally believed
to have fallen from Lord Clifford, that, if the
King muft be in a dépendance, it was better to pay
it to a great and generous King, than to five
hundred of his own infolent fubjecfs.

No part of his charader looked v/ickeder, as
.weli as meaner, than that he, ail the while that
he was profeffing to be of the Church of England,
expreffing both zeal and affedtion to it, was yet
fecretly reconciled to the Church of Rome : Thus,
mocking God, and deceiving the world with fo
grofs a prévarication. And his not having the
honefty or courage to own it at the laft : His not
fhewing any fign of the leaft remorfe for his ili led
life, or any tendernefs eitner for his fubjedts in
général, or for the Queen and his fetvants : And
his recommending ordy his miftreffes and their
children to his brother's care, would have been
a ftrange concluiion to any other's life, but was
weil enough fuited to ail the otner parts of his.

The two papers found in his ftrong box con-
cerning religion, and afterwards publifheti by his
brother, looked like ftudy and reafoning. Tenni-
fon told me, he faw the original in Pepys's hand,
to whom King James trufted them for fome timè.
They were interlined in feveral places. And the

U 2 inter-
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1685. interlinings feemed to be writ in a hand différent

hand from that in which the papers were writ,
But he was not fo well acquainted with the King's
hand, as to make any judgment in the matter,
whether they were writ by him or not. Ail that
knew him, when they read them, did without any
fort of doubting conclude, that he never com-
pofed them : For he never read the Scriptures, nor
laid things together,. further than to turn them to
a jefc, or for fome lively expreffion. Thefe papers
Were probably writ either by Lord Briftcl, or by
Lord Aubigny, who knew the fecret of his re¬
ligion, and gave him thofe papers, as abftraéb of
fome difeourfes they had with him on thofe heads,
to keep him fixed to them. And it is very pro¬
bable that they, apprehending their danger if any
fuch papers had been found about him writ in their
hand might prevail with him to copy them out
himfelf, tho' his lazinefs that way made it cer-
tainly no eafy thing to bring him, to give himfelf
fo much trouble. He had talked over a great
part of them to myfeif : So that, as foon as I faw
them, I remembred his expreffions, and perceived
that he had made himfelf mafter of the argument,
as far as thofe papers could carry him. But the
publifhing them Ihewed a want of judgment, or of
regard to his memory, in thofe who did it : For
the greateft kindnefs that could be fhewn to his
memory, would have been, to let both his papers
and himfelf be forgotten.

Which I fhould certainly have done, if I had
not thought that the laying open of what I knew
concerning him and his affairs might be of fome
ufe to poiterity. And therefore, how ungrateful
foever this labour bas proved to myfeif, and how un-
acceptable foever it may be to fome, who are either
obliged to remember him gratefully, or by the en¬
gagement of parties and interefts are under other
biaffes, yet I have gone thro' ail that I knew re-

kting,
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lating to his life and reign with that regard to 1685.
truth, and what I think may be inftruétive to
rnankind, which became an impartial writer of
hiftory, and one who beiieves, that he muft give
an account to God of what he writes, as well as
pf what he fays and does.

The END of King CHARLES the fccond's
Reign,

THE
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Of the reign of King James II.

ld^5* SSïffSR now t0 Pro^ecutÇ this work, and
"a ' n Ê^j itsjl to give relation of an inglorious
happa y 1§| Ilmi and «yrofperous reign, that was be-
begun, gun with great advantages : But thefe
bat in- were fo poorly managed, and fo ill
fîi°o-er ^mProve<l5 that bad defigns were ill laid, and worfe1

conducted ; and ail came in conclufion to one of
the ftrangeft eataftrophes that is in any hiftory.
A great King with ftrong armies, and mighty
fleets, a vaft treafure, and powerful allies, fell ail
at once : And his whole ftrength, like a fpider's
web, was fo irrecoverably broken with a touch,
that he was never able to retrieve, what for want
both of judgment and heart he threw up in a day.
Such an unexpedted révolution deferves to be well
opened : I will dô it as fully as I can. But, having
been beyond fea almoft ail this reign, many fmall
particulars, that may well deferve to be remembred,
may have efcaped me : Yet as î had good oppor¬

tunités
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tunities to be well informed, I will pafs over no- 1685.
thing that feems of any importance to the opening
fucli great and. unufual tranfadtions. I will en-
deavour to watch over my pen with more than
ordinary caution, that I may let no fharpnefs, from
any ill ufage I my felf met with, any way poffefs
my thoughts, or biafs my minci : On the contrary,
the fad fate of this unfortunate Prince will make
me the more teiider in not aggravating the errors
of his reign. As to my own .particular, I will re-
member how much I was once in his favour, and
how highly 1 was obliged to him. And as l muft let
his defigns and mifcarriages be leen, fo I will open
things as fully as I can, that it may appear on
whom we ought to lay the chief load of them :
Whieh indeed ought to be chiefiy charged on his
religion, and on thofe who had the management of
his conicience, his Priefts, and his Italian Queen \
which laft had hitherto adted a popular part with
great artifice and fkill, but came now to take off
the inaik, and to difcover herfelf.

This Prince was much negledled in his chil-d-
hood, during the time he was under his Father's King'a
care. The Parliament, getting him into their firft ediv
hands, put him under the Earl of Northumber- cation,
land's government, who, as the Duke himfelf told
me, treated him with great refpeél, ahd a very
tender regard. When he efcaped out of their
hands, by the means of Colonel Bamfield, his
Father writ to him a letter in cypher, concluding
in thefe plain words, " Do this as you expecl the

blefiing of your loving Father.J' This was fent
to William Duke of Hamilton, but came after he
had made his efcape : And fo 1 found it among his
papers : And I gave it to the Duke of York in the
year 1674. He faid to me, he believed he had^
his Father's cypher among his papers, and that he
would try to decypher the letter : But I believe he
never did it. I told him I was confident, that as

U 4 the
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1678. the îetter was writ when his efcape was under con-

jftderation, fo it contained an order ta go to the
Queen, and to be obedient to her in ail things,
except in matters of religion. The King ap-
pointed Sir John Berkeley, afterwards Lord
Berkeley, to be his governor. It was a ftrange
choice, if it was not, beçaufe in fuch a want of
men who ftuck then to the King, there were few
capable in anv fort of fuch a truft. Berkeley was
bold and infolent, and feemed to lean to popery :
He was certainly very arbitrary, both in his temper
and notions. The Queen took fuch a particular
care of tins Prince, that he was foon obferved ta
have more of her favour than either of his two

brothers : And fhe was fo fet on making profe-
lytes, hoping that to fave a foui would cover a
" multitude of lins," that it is not to be doubted
but fhe uled more than ordinary arts to draw him
over toher religion. Yet, as he himfelf tpld me,
he ftood out againft her praétices.

He learr» During his ltay in France he made fome çam-
ed^war paigns under Mr. de Turenne, who took him fo
Turenne- part;icularly under his care, that he inftrudfed him

in ail that he undertook, and fliewed him the
reafons of every thing he did fo minutely, that he
had great advantages by being formed under the
greatefl General of the âge. Turenne was fo much
taken with his application, and the heat thàt he
fhewed, that he recommended him out of meafure.
He faid often of him : There v/as the greateft
Prince, and like to be the beft General of his
time. This raifed his character fo much, that the
King was not a little eclipfed by him. Yet he
quickly ran into amours and vice. And that by
degrees wore out any courage that had appeared
in his youth. And in the end of his life he came
to lofe the réputation of a brave man and a good
Captain fo entirely, that either he was never that.
which flatterers gave out concerning hirn, or his
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sge and affairs wrought a very unufual change on 1685.
him.

He feemed to follow his mother's ma'xims ail
the while he was beyond fea. He was the head
of a party that was formed in the King's fmall
Court againft Lord Clarendon. And it was be~
lieved that his applications to Lord Clarendon's
daughter were made at firft, on defign to difho-
nour his family, tho' fhe had the addrefs to turn
it anqther way.

After hisbrother's Reftoration he applied himfelf Hewas
iTiuch to the Marine, in which he arrived at gréât Admirai
fkill, and brought the fleet fo entirely into his de-
pendence, that even after he laid down the com- ar*
mand, he was ftill the mafter of our whole fea
force. H© had now for thefe lait three years di-
rected ail our counfels, with fo abfolute an autho-
rity, that the King feemed to hâve left the govern-
ment wholly in his hands : Only the unlôoked for
bringing in the Duke of Monmouth put him un-
der no fmall apprehenfions, that at fome time or
other the King might flip out of his hands : Now
that fear was over.

The King was dead : And fo ail the Court went He was

immediately and paid their duty to him. Orders proclaim-
were prefently given for proclaiming him King. ed
It was a heavy folemnity : Few tears were fhed for
the former, nor were there any Ihouts of joy for
the prefent King. A dead filence, but without
any diforder qr tumult, foliowed it thro' the
ftreets. When the Privy Counfellors came back
from the proclamation, and waited on the new
King, he made a ihort fpeech to them ; which it
feems was well confidered, and much liked by
him, for he repeated it to his Parliament, and up-
pn feveral other occafions.

He began with an expoftulation for the ill cha- His firft
rafler that had been entertained of him. He toid fpeech.
them, in very politive words, that he would ne-
ver départ from any branch of his prérogative :

• *But
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1625. But with that he promifed, that he would main-

v—-vÉ—j1 tain the liberty and property of the fubjedt. He
exprefied his good opinion of the Church of Eng-
land, as a friend to monarchy. Therefore, he
faid, he would defend and maintain the Church,
and would preferve the government in Church and
State, as it was eftablifhed by law.

Well re- This fpeech was foon printed, and gave great
ceïved. content to thofe, who believed that he would ftick

to the promifes made in it. And thofe few, who
did not believe it,* yet durft not feem to doubt of
it. The pulpits of England were full of it, and

. of thankfgivings for it. It was magnified as a fe-
curity far greater than any that laws could give.
The common phrafe was, We have now the " word
of a King, and a word never yet broken."

Addreffes Upon this a new fet of addrefies went round
made to England, in which the higheft commendations,
him* that fiattery could invent, were given to the late

King -, and aiïurances of loyalty and fidelity were
renewed to the King, in terms that fhewed there
were no jealoufies nor fears left. The Univerfity
of Oxford in their addrefs promifed to obey the
King without limitations or reftriftions." The
King's promife paft for a thing fo facred, that
they were looked on as ill bred, that put in their
addrefs, " our Religion eftablifhed by law which
looked like a tie on the King to maintain it :
Whereas the ftile of the more courtiy was, to put
ail our fecurity upon the King's promife. The
Clergy of London added a word to this in their
addrefs, " our Religion eftablifhed by law, dearer
" to us than our lives." This had fuch an infinuation
in it, as made it very unacceptable. Some followed
their pattern. But this was marked to be remein-
bered againft thofe that ufed fo menacing a form.

Ail employments were ended of courfe with the
life of the former King. But the King continued
ail in their places : Only the pofts in the Houf-
hold were given to thofe who had ferved the King,

while
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while he was Duke of York. The Marquifs 1685.
of Halifax had reafon to look on himfeîf as in ill
terms with the King : So in a private audience he
made the beft excufes he could for his conduâ: of
late.

. The King diverted the difcourfe ; and faid,
he would forget every thing that was paft, except
his behaviour in the bufinefs of the Exclufion.
The King alfo added, that he would expect no
other fervice of him than what was confiftent with
law. Fie prepared him for the exaltation of the The Earl
Earl of Rochefter. He faid, he had ferved him of" T°-
well, and had fuffered on his account, and there-
fore he would now fhew favour to him : And the Lord
next day he declared him Lord Treaiurer. Elis Trea-
brother the Earl of Clarendon was made Lordfafer-
Privy Seal : And the Marquifs of Halifax was
made Lord Prefident of the Council. The Earl
of Sunderland was looked on as a man loft at

Court : And fo was Lord Godolphin. But the
former of thefe infinuated himfelf fo into the
Queen's confidence, that he was, beyond alfpeo-
ple's expeftation, not only maintained in his pofts,
but grew into great degrees of favour.

The Queen was made to confider the Earl of The Earl
Rochefter, as a perfon that would be in the inte- ^ j
reft of the King's daughters, and united to the jn favouI%
Church party. So fhe faw it was neceffary to have
one in a high poft, who fhould dépend wholly on
her, and be entirely hers. And the Earl of Sun¬
derland was the only perfon capable of that. The
Earl of Rochefter did upon his advancement be-
come fo violent and boifterous, that the whole
Court joined to fupport the Earl of Sunderland,
as the proper balance to the other. Lord Godol¬
phin was put in a great poft in the Queen's Houf-
hold.

But before the Earl of Rochefter had the White Cuftoms

Staff, the Court engaged the Lord Godolphin,andTxcife
and the other Lords of the Treafury, to fend or- leV1^
ders to the Commifîioners of the Cuftoms, to con-ia°w<

tynue
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ï 685. tinue to levythe Cuftoms, tho' the a£t that grant-

ed them to the late King was only for his life,
and fo was now determined with it. It is known,
how much this matter was contefted, in King
Charles the firft's time, and what had paft upon
it» The légal method was to have made entries,
and to have taken bonds for thofe duties, to be
paid when the Parliament fhould meet, and renew
the grant. Yet the King declared, that he would
levy the Cuftoms, and not ftay for the new grant.
But, tho* this did not agree well with theKing's pro-
mife of maintaining liberty and property, yetit was
faid in excufe for it, that, if the Cuftoms fhould
not be levied in this intervaî, great importations
would be made, and the markets would be fo
ftocked, that this would very much fpoil the King's
Cuftoms. But in anfwer to this it was faid again,
entries were to be made, and bonds taken, to be
fued, when the act granting them fhould pafs. En-
deavours were uled with fome of the merchants
to refufe to pay thofe duties, and to difpute the
matter in Weftminfter-Hall : But none would ven-

ture on fo bold a thing. He who fhould begin any
fuch oppofition would probably be ruined by it :
So none would run that hazard. The Earl of
Rochefter got this to be done before he came into
the Treafury : So he pretended, that he only held
on in the courfe that was begun by others.

The additional Excife had been given to the
late King only for life. But there was a claufe in
the a<ft, that empowered the Treafury to make a
farm of it for three years, without adding a li-
miting claufe, in cafe it fhould be fo long due.
And it was thought a great ftretch of the claufe,
to make a fraudulent farm, by which it fhould
continue to be levied three years after it was de¬
termined, according to the letter and intendment
of the a<ft. ' A farm was now brought out, as
made during the King's life, tho' it was well
known that no fuch farm had been madej for it wa*s

made
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made after his death, but a falfe date was put to 1685.
it. This matter feemed doubtful. It was laid wv**-'
before the Judges. And they ail, except two,
were of opinion that it was good in law. So two
Proclamations were ordered, the one for levying
the Cuftoms, and the other for the Excife.

Thefe came out in the firft week of the reign,
and gave a melancholy profpeéfc, Such beginnings
did not promife well, and raifed juft fears in the
minds of thofe, who confidered the confequences
of fuch proceedings. They faw, that by violence
and fraud duties were now to be ievied without
law. But ail people were under the power of fear
or flattery to fuch a degree, that none durit coin -

plain, and few would venture to talk of thofe
matters.

Perlons of ail ranks went, in fuch crouds, to The
pay their duty to the King, that it was not eafy King's
to admit them ail. Molt of the Whigs that were
admitted were received coldly at beft. Some were Who had

fharply reproached for their palt behaviour. Others been for
were denied accefs. The King began likewife to t[lî Ex-
lay, that he would not be ferved as his brother hadClu!i0n"
been : He would have ail about him ferve him with¬
out referve, and go thorough in his bufmefs. Many
were amazed to lee fuch fteps made at Hrft. The
fécond Sunday after he came to the Throne, he,
to the furprize of the whole Court, went openly
to Mafs, and fent Caryi to Rome with letters to
the Pope, but without a chara&er.

In one thing only the King feemed to comply feem-
- with the genius of the Nation, tho' it proved in ed to be.

the end to be only a fhew. He feemed refoived on e<îUdi
not to be gôverned by French counfels, but to act
in an equality with that haughty Monarch in ail French
things. And, as he entertained ail the other foreign &ing-
Minifters, with affurances that he would maintain the
balance of Europe, with a more fteady hand than
had been dor^e formerly ; fo when he fent over the

' Lord Churchil to the Court of France, with the
notice
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1685. notice of his brother's death, he ordered him to

obferve ex®i<5tly the ceremony and ftate with which
he was received, that he might treat him, who
fhouid be fent over with the complifnent in return
to that, in' the famé manner. And this he ob-
ferved very pundtually, when the Marfhal de Lorge

t came over. This was fet about by the Courtiers,
as a fign of another fpirit, that might be looked
for in a reign'fo begun. And this made fome im *

preffion on the Court of France, and put them t©
a ftand. But, not long after this, the French
King faid to the Duke of Villeroy, (who told it
to young Rouvigny, now Earl of Galloway, from
whom I had it,) that the King of England, after
ail the high things given out in his name, was
willing to take his money, as well as his brother
had done.

The King did alfo give out, that he would live
in a partieular confidence with the Prince . of
Orange, and the States of Holland. And, be-
caufe Chudleigh the Envoy there had openly bro-
ken with the Prince, (for he not only waited no,
more on him, but aéted openly againft him -, and
once in theVorhaut had affronted him, while he was

driving thePrincefs upon thefnow in aTrainau,ac-
cording to the German manner, and preténding they
were mafked, and that he did not know them, had
ordered his coachman to keep his way, as they were
coming towards the place where he drove j) the
King recalled him, and fent Shelton in his room,
who was the haughtieft, but withal the weakeft
man, that he could have found out. . He talked
out ail fecrets, and made himfelf the feorn of al!
Holland. The Courtiers now faid every where,
that we had a martial Prince who loved glory,
who would bring France into as humble a de.~
pendence on us, as we had been formerly on that
Court.

K.mp's The King did, fome days after his coming to
course of the Crown, promife the Queen and his Priefls,
hte- that
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that he would fee Mrs. Sidley no more, by whom 1685.
he had fome children. And he fpoke openlyagainft
lewdnefs, and exprefted a deteftation of druïiken-
nefs. He fate many hours a day about bufinefs
with the Council, the Treafury, and the Admi-
ralty. It was upon this laid, that now we fhould
have a reign of adtion and bufinefs, and not of
floth and luxury, as thç laft was. Mrs. Sidley
had lodgings in Whitehall : Orders were fent to
her to leave them. This was done to mortify
her ; for fhe pretended that fhe fhould now govern
as abfolutely as the Dutchefs of Portfmouth had
done : Yet the King ftill continued a fecret com¬
merce with her. And thus he began his reign
with fome fair appearances. A long and great
froft had fo fhut up the Dutch ports, that for
fome weeks they had no letters from England :
At laft the news of the King's ftcknefs and death,
and of the beginnings of the new reign, came to
them ail at once.

The firft difficulty the Prince of Orange was The
in, was with relation to the Duke of Monmouth. ^nnce °*
He knew the King would immediately, after the fentaway
firft compliments were over, afk him to difmifs the Duke
him,' if not to deliver him up. And as it was no °f Mon-
way decent for him, to break with the King upon mouth-
fuch a point, fo he knew the States would never
bear it. He thought it better to difmifs him im¬
mediately, as ol himfelf. The Duke of Mon¬
mouth feemed furprifed at this. Yet at parting
he made great proteftations both to the Prince and

. Princefs of an inviolable fideljty to their interefts.
So he retired to Bruffels, where he knew he could
be fuffered to ftay no longer than till a return
fhould come from Spain, upon the notice of King
Charles's death, and the déclarations that the
King was making of maintaining the balance of
Europe. The Duke was upon that thinking to
go to Vienna, or to fome Court in Gerrnany. But
thofe about him ftudied to inflame him both againft

the
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1685. the King and the Prince of Orange. They tolcl

,vyv him, thePrince by caftinghim offhad cancelled ail
former obligations, and fet him free from them ;
He was now to look to himfelf : Apd inftead of
wandring about as a vagabond,' he was to fet him¬
felf to deliver his country, and to raife his party
and his friends, who were now like to be ufed very
ill, for their adhering to him and to his intereft.

Some in They fent one over to England to try mens
England pulfes, and to fee if it was yet a proper time to
began t° make an attempt. Wildman, Charkon, and fome
îdovc lût 9

others went about trying, if men were in a difpo-
fition to encourage an invafion. They talked of
this in fo remote a way of fpeculation, that thos
one could not but fee what lay at bottom, yet they
did not run into treafonable difcourfe. I was in

général founded by them : Yet nothing was pro-
pofed that ran me into any danger from con~
cealing it. I did not think fears and dangers*
nor fome illégal a6ts in the adminiflration, could
juflify an infurrebtion, as lawftil in itlèlf : And I
was confident an infurreflion undertaken on fuch
grounds would be fo ill feconded, and fo weakly
fupported, that it would not only come to no¬
thing, but it would precipitate our ruin. There-
fore I did ail I could to divert ail perfons with
whom i had any crédit from engaging in fuch
defigns. Thefe were for fome time carried on in
the dark. The King, after he had put his affairs
in a method, refolved to haften his Coronation,
and to have it performed with great magnificence :
And for fome weeks he was fo entirely poffefied
with the préparations for that folemnity, that ail
buhnefs was laid afide, and nothing but cere-
rnony was thought on.

Ssrange At the famé time a Parliament was fummoned :

arts were manaSe élections fo, that
onsof the King lliouid have a Parliament to his mind.
Farîîa- Complaints came up from ail the parts of Eng-
ment land, of the injuftice and violence ufed in elefti-
rrv^r» J
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ons, beyond what had ever been praélifed in former 1685.
times. And this was fo univerfal over the whole u—y—»

Nation, that no corner of it, was negleéted. In
the new Charters that had been granted, the élec¬
tion of the members wls taken out of the hands

- of the inhabitants, and refirained to the Corpora-
tion-men, ail thofe being left out who were not
acceptable at Court. In fome Boroughs they could
not find a number of m en to be depended on : So
the neighbouring Gentlemen were made the Cor-
poration-men : And, in fome of thefe, perfons of
other Counties, not fo much as known in the Bo-
rough, w7ere named. This was pra&ifed in the
molt avowed manner in Cornwall by the Earl of
Batli ; who to fecure himfelf the Groom of the
Stole's place, which he held ail King Charles?s
time, put the ofiîcers of the guards names in al-
moft ail the Charters of that County ; which fend-
ing up forty four members, they were for mot
part fo chofen, that the King was fure of their
votes on ail occafions.

Thefe methods were fo fuccefsful over England,
that when the ele&ions were ail returned, the King
faid, there were not above forty members, but
fuch as he himfelf wifhed for. They were neither
men of parts nor eftates : So there was no hope
left, either of working on their underftandings,
or of rnaking them fee their interell, in not giving
the King ail at once. Moft of them were furious
and violent, and feemed refolved to recommend
themfelves to the King, by putting every thing
in his power, and by ruining ail thofe who had
been for the Exclufion. Some few had defigned
to give the King the revenue only from three years
to three years. The Earl of Rochefter told me,
that was what he looked for, tho' the poil he wras
in made it not fo proper for him to move in it.
But there was no profpeét of 'any ftrength in op-
pofmg any thing, that the King fiould alk of
them.

Vol.IL X 'This
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1685. This gave ail thinking inen a melancholy pro-

v—fpedt. England now feémed lolt, unlefs fome
Evii pro happy accident fhould fave it. Ail people faw the
iP?aJfr°m wa^ pack in g a Parliament now laid open. A
Parlia- ncw *et Charters and Corporation-men, if thofe
nienr. now named fhould not continue to be ftill as com¬

pilant, as they wère at prefent, was a certain re-
medy, to which recourfe might be eafiîy had.
The Boroughs of England faw their privilèges
now wrelted out of their hands, and that their
ele&ions, which had made them fo confiderable
before, were hereafter to be made as the Court
fhould direct : So that, rrorn henceforth little re¬

gard would be had to them -, and the ufUal praéti-
ces in courtïng, or rather in corrupting them,
would be no longer purfued. Thus ail people
were alarmed : But few durit fpeak out, or com-
plain openly. Only the Duke of Monmouth's
agents made great ufe of this to inflame their
party. It was faid, here was a Parliament to
meet, that was not the choice and reprefentative
of the Nation, and therefore was no Parliament.
So they upon this polfelTed ail people with dread-
ful apprehenfrons, that a blow was now given to
the conftitûtion, which could not be remedied,
but by an infurrection. It was refolved to bring
up pétitions againll fome élections, that were fo
indecentiy managed, that it feemed fcarce pofllble

-to excufe them : But thefe were to be judged by
a majority of men, who knew their own eledtions
to be fo faulty, that to fecure themfelves they
would juftify the reft : And fair dealing was not
to be expeéted from thofe, who were fo deeply
engaged in the like injuftice.

Ail that was offerëd on the other hand to lay
thofe fears, which fo ill an appearance did raife,
was, that it was probable the King would go into
meafures againll France. Ail the offers of fub-
milhon poffible.wefe made him by Spain, the Em¬
pire, and the States.

The
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Thé King had begun with tne Prince of Orange 1683»

ùpon a hard point, Pie was not fatisfied with his
difmiffing the Duke of Monmouth, but wrote to Jhe

• ^ Prinra of
him to break ail -thole officers who had waitcd on o*rarTe
him while lie was in Rolland. In this they liad fabmits in,

only followed the Prince's example : So it was hard -veiy
to punifh them for that, which he himfelf had en-
couraged. They had indeed fhewed their affedH- *
ons to him fo evidentiy, that the King wrote to
the Prince, that he could not truft to him* nor

dépend on his friendfhip, as long as fqch men
ferved under him, This was of a hard digeftion»
Yet, fmee the breâking them could be eafily
made up by employing them afterwards, and by
continuing their appointments to them, the Prince
complied in this likewife. And the King was fo
well pleafed with it, that when Bifhop Turner
complained of fome things relating to the Prince
and Princefs, and propofed rougher methods, the
King told him, it was abfolutely neceffary that the
Prince and he fhoulci continue in good correfpon-
dence. Of this Turner gave an account to the
other Rifhops, and told them very folemniy, that
the Church would be in no hazard during the pre-
fent reign ; but that they mùfl: take care to fecure
themfelves againft the Prince of Orange, other-
wife they would be in great danger.

The fubmifîion of the Prince and the States to

the King made fome fancy, that this would over-
come him. Ail people concluded, that it would
foon appear whether bigotry, or a defire of glory
was the prevailing paffion ; fince if he did not
ftrike in with an alliance, that was then projecled
againft France, it might be concluded that he was
refolved to deliver himfelf up to his Priefts, and
to facrifice ail to their ends. Thé feafon oi the
year made it to be hoped, that the ftrft ieffion of
Parliament would be fo fhort, that much could
not be done in it, but that when the revenue fhould
be granted, other matters might be put off to a

X 2 winter
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1685. winter feffion. So that, if the Parliament fhould

not deliver up the Nation in a heat ail at once,
but fhould leave half their work to another feffion,
they might come under fome management, and
either fee the intereft of the Nation in général, or
their own in particular ; and manage their favours
to the Court in fuch a manner as to make them-
felves neceffary, and not to give away too much
at once, but be fparing in their bounty ; which
they had learned fo weil in King Charles's time,
that it was to be hoped they would foon fall into
it, if they made not too much halle at their firft
fetting out. So it was refolved not to force them
on too haftily in their firft feffion, to judge of any
eledtion, but to keep that matter entire for fome
time, till they fhould break into parties.

The King The Coronation was fet for St. George's day.
was Turner was ordered to preach. the fermon : Andcrowned. King and Queen refolved to hâve ail done in

the Proteftant form, and to affift in ail the prayers :
Only the King would not receive the Sacramént*
which is always a part of the ceremony. In this
certainly his Priefts difpenfed with him, and he
had fuch fenfes given him of the oath, that he ei¬
ther took it as unlawful with a refolution not to keep
it, or he had a referved meaning in his ov/n mind.
The Crown was not well fitted for the King's heacl :
It came down too far, and covered the upper part
of his face. The canopy carried over him did al-
fo break. Some other fmaller things happen'd
that were looked on as ill omens : And his fon

by Mrs. Sidley died that day. The Queen with
the Peereffes made a more graceful figure. The
beft thing in Turner's fermon was, that he fet
forth that part of Conftantius Chlorus's hiftory
very handfomely, in which he tried who would be
true to their religion, and reckoned that thofe
would be faithfulleft to himfelf who were trueft to

their'Gode
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I rnuft now iay fomewhat concerning my felf. 1685.

Ât this time I went out of England. Upon King
Charles's death, I had defired leave, to corne and 1 weT ùat

-r • r f*

pay my duty to the King, by the Marquis of Ha- ° ^ J û
lifax. The King wouid not fee me. . So, firice I
was at that time in no fort of empîoyment, not
fo much as allowed to preach any where, I-refolv-
ed to go abroad. I faw we were like to fall in¬
fo great confufion ; and were either to be refcued,
in a way that I could not approve of, by the Duke
of MonmoutiTs means, or to be deiivered up, by
a meeting that had the face and name of a Parlia-
ment. 1 thought the beft thing for me was to
go out of the way. The King approved of this,
and confented to my going : But ftiil refufed to
fee me. So I was to go beyond fea, as to a volun-
tary Exile. This gave me great crédit with ail the
maie contents : And I made the beft ufe of it I
could. I fpoke very earneftly to the Lord Dela-
mer, to Mrs. Hambden, and fuch others as I
could meet with, who I feared might be drawn in
by the agents of the Duke of Monmouth. The
King had not yet done that which would juftify
extreme counfels -, a raw rébellion would be foon
crufhed, and give a colour for keeping up a ftand-
ing army, or for bringing over a force ffom
France. Tperceived, m any thought the confti-
tution was fo broken into, by the élections of the
Houfe of Gommons, that they were difpofed to
put ail to hazard. Yet moft people thought the
crifis was not fo near, as it proved to be.

.The délibérations in Holland, among the Eng- Argile de-
lifh and Scotch that fied thither, came to ripen faf- figned to
ter than v/as expected. Lord Argile had been mvade
quiet ever fince the difappointment in the year °
eighty three. He had lived for moft part in Frize-
land, but came oft to Amfterdam, ànd met with
the reft of his countrymen that lay concealed there :
The chief of whom were the Lord Melvill, Sir
Patrick Hume, and Sir John Cochran. With

X 3 pnefe
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1685. thefe Lord Argile communicated ail the advices

that were fent him. He went on ftill with his firft
projedt. He faid, he wanted onîy a fum of mo-
ney to buy arms, and reckoned, that as foon a§
he was furnifhed with thefe, he might yenture on
Scotîand. He refolved to go to his own country,
where he hoped he could bring five thoufand men
together. And he reckoned that the Weftern and
Southern Çounties were under fuch appréhendons,
that without laying of matters, or having corref-
pondence among them, they would ail at once come
about him, when he had gathered a good force
together in his own country. There was a rich
.widow in Amfterdam, who was full of zeal.: So
ihe, hearing at what his delîjgns fcuck, fent to him,
and furnifhed him with ten thoufand pounds.
With this rrjoney he bought a ftock of arms and
ammuniîion, which was very dpxtroufly managed
by one that traded to Venice, as intended for the
jervice of that Republick. Ail was performed
with grçat fe.crecy, and put pn bpard. They had
jharp d.ebates among them about the courfe they
were to hold. He was for failing round Scotland
to his own country. Hume was for the fhor-
ter paffaget The other was a long navigation,
and fubjedt tp great accidents. Argile faid, the
faftnehes of his own country made that to be the fafer
place to gather rnen together. He prefumed fo
far on his own power, and on his management
hitherto, that he took mueh upon him : So that
the reft- were often on the point of breaking with
him.' " ' J -

The Duke The Duke pf Monmouth came fecretly tp them,
pf Mon- and made up ail their quarrels. He would will-
^i°uth jngly h ave gone with them himfelf : But Argile
kn*iij-tira- did P,Q£ pffer him the command : On the con-
kd ihvaû- trary he preffed him to rnake an impreffion on
fs» England at the famé time. This was not pof-

fibie : For the Duke of Monmouth had yet rnade
no préparations a So he was hurried into a fatal
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undertaking, before things were in any fort ready 1685.
for it. Fie had been indeed much preffed to tiie
famé thirig by Wade, Fergufon, and fome others
about him, but chiefly by the Lord Grey, and
the Lady Wentworth, who foïlowed him to Bruf-
fels defperately in love with him. And both he
and fhe came to fancy, that he hein g married to bis
Dutchefsj while he was indeed of the âge of confent,
but not capable of a free one, the marriage was
null : So they lived together : Andlhe had heat-
ed both herfelf and him with fuch enthufiafticai
conceits, that they fan'cied what they did was ap-
proved'of God. With this fmall council he took
his meafures. Fletcher, a Scotch Gentleman of
great parts, and many virtues, but a moft violent
republican, and extravagantly pafîionate, did not
like Argile's fcheme : So he refoived to run for¬
tunes with the Duke of Monmouth. He told
me, that ail the Engiifh among them were ftili
preffing the Duke of Monmouth to venture.
They faid, ail the Weft of England wouîd corne
about him, as foon as he appeared, as they had
done five or fix years ago. They reckoned there
would be no fighting, but that the guards, and
others who adhered to the King, would melt to
nothing before him. They fancied, the City of
London would be in fuch a difpofition to revolt,
that if he Ihould land in the Weft the King would
be in great perplexity. Fïe could not have two
armies : And his fear of tumults near his perfon
would oblige him to keep fuch a force about him,
that he would not be able to fend any againft
him. So they reckoned he would have time to form
an army, and in a littîe while be in a condition
to feek ont the King, and fight him on equai
terms.

This appeared a m ad and defperate undertak¬
ing to the Duke of Monmouth himfelf. H@
knew what a weak body a rabble was, and how
unablç to deal with troops long trained. He had

X 4 ft neither
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1685. neither money nor officers, and no encouragement

from the men of eftates and intereft in the coun-

try. ït feemed too early yet to venture. It was
the throwing away ail his hopes iq one day,
Fletcher, how vehementîy foever he Was fet on
the defign in général, yet faw nothing in this
fcheme that gave any hopes : So he argued much
againft: it. And he faid to me, that the Duke of
Monmouth was pufhed on to it againft his own
fenfe and reafon : But he could not refufe to ha-
zard his perfon, when others were fo forward.
Lord Grey faid, that Henry the feventh landed
with a frnalier number, and fucceeded. Fletcher
anfwered, he was fore of feveral of the Nobility,
who were little Princes in thofe days. Fergufon
in his enthufiaftical way faid, it was a good caufe,
and that God would not leave them unlefs they
left him. And tho' the Duke of Monmouth's
courfe of Jife gave him no great reafon to hope
that God would appear fignally for him, yet even
he came to talk enthufiafticaliy on the fubjeéh
But Argile's going, and the pfcmife he had made
of coming to England with ail poffible hafte, had
fo fixed him, that, ail further délibérations being
laid afide, he pawned a parce! of jewels, and
bought up arms ; and they were put aboard a fhip
freighted for Spain.

Thefe de- Ring James was fo intent upon the pomp of his
figns were Coronation, that for forhe weeks more important
carried on niatters were not thought on. Both Argile and
fecrecrea£ M°nrnoutb's people were fo true to them, that

nothing was difcovered by any of themv Yet.
fome days after Argile had faiied, the King knew
of it : For the night before I left London, the
Earl of Aran came to me, and told me, the
King had an advertifement of it that very day,
1 faw, it was fit for me to make hafte: Other-
wife I might have been feized on, if it had been
only to put the affront on me, of being fulpeded
of holding correfpondence with traitors.

Afgilc
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Argile had a very profperous voyage. He fent 1685.

out a boat at Orkney to get intelligence, and to '—
take prifoners. This had no other eifedt, but that Argile
it gave intelligence where he was : And the wind
chopping, he was obliged to fail away, and leavc
his men to mercy. The winds were very favour-
able, and turned as his occafions requîred : So
that in a very few days he arrivçd in Argikfhire.
The mifunderftandings between him and Hume
grew very high -, for he carried ail things with an
air of authority, that was not eafy to thofe who
were fetting up for liberty. At his landing he
found, that the earJy notice the Council had of
his defigns had fpoiled his whole fcheme, for
they had brought in ail the Gentlemen of his coun-
try to Edinburgh, which faved th£m, tho' it help-
ed on his ruin. Yet he got above five and twen-
ty hundred men to corne to him. If with thefe
he had immediately gone over to the Weftern
counties of Air and Renfrew, he might have gi-
ven the government much trouble. But he lin-
gred too long, hoping ftill to have brought more of
his Highlanders together. He reckoned thefe
were fure to him, and would obey hfcn blindfold:
Whereas, if he had gone out of his own country
-with a fmall force, thofe who might have corne
in to his affiftance might alfo have difputed his
authority : Ând he could not bear contradiction.
Much time was by this means loft : And aîl the
country was fummoned to corne out againft him.
At laft he croffed an arm of the fea, and landed in
fche ifle of Bute ; where he fpent twelve days more,
till he had eat up that Ifland, pretending ftill,
that he hoped to be joined by more of his High¬
landers.

He had îeft his arms in a caille, with fuch a Bat was

guard as he could fpare : But they were routed defeated
by a party of the KinHs forces. And with this an,d
* f3.Ki.0n

he loft both heart and hope. And then, appre- '
hending that ail was gone, he put himfelf in a

2 4if-
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1685. difguife, and had almoft efcaped: But he was

taken. A body of Gentlemen that had follow-
ed him ftood better to it, and forced their way
thro' : So that the greater part of them efcaped.
Some of thefe were taken: The chief of them
were Sir John Cochran, Ailoffe, and Rumbold.
Thefê two laft were Engîiftimen : But I knew not
upon what motive it was, that they chofe rather to
run fortunes with Argile, thàn with the Duke of
Monmouth. Thus was this rébellion brought to
a fpeedy end, with the effufion of very little blood.
Nor was there much fhed in the way of juftice ;
for it was confidered, that the Highlanders were
under fuch ties by their tenures, that it was fome-
what excufable in them to follow their Lord.
Moft of the Gentlemen were brought in by or-
der of Council to Edinburgh, which preferved
them. One of thofe that were with Argile, by a
great prefence of mind, got to Carlile, where he
called for poil horfes ; and faid, he was fent by
the General to carry the good news by word of
mouth to the King. And fo he got to London :
And there he found a way to get bevond fea.

Argîle's Argile was brought in to Edinburgh. He ex-
execution. preffed even a cheerful calm under ail his mis-

fortunes. He juftified ail he had done : For, he
faid, he was unjuftly attainted : That had diffolv-
ed his allegiance: So it was juftice to himfelf
and his family, to endeavour to recover what was
fo wrongfully taken from him. He alfo thought,
that no allegiance was due to the King, till he had
taken the oath which the law prefcribed to be
taken by our Kings at their Coronation, or the
receipt of their princely dignity. He defired that
Mr. Charteris might be ordered to attend upon
him ; which was granted. When he came to him,
he told him he was fatisfied in confcience with the
îawfulnefs of what he had done, and therefore de¬
fired he would not difturb him with any difcourfe
pn that fubject, The other, after he had told
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tiim his fenfe of the matter, complied eafily with 1685.
this. So ail that remained was to préparé him
to die, in which he expreflèd an unihaken firmnefs.
The Duke of Queenfbury examined him in pri-
vate. He faid, he had not laid his bufinefs with
:any in Scotland. He had only found crédit with
a perfon that lent him money, upon which he had
trufted, perhaps too much, to the difpolitions of
îhe people, fharpnedby tf^ir adminiftration. When
the day of his exécution came, Mr. Charteris hap-
pen'd to corne to him as he was ending dinner:
He faid to him pleafantly, " ferô venientibus olTa."
He prayed often with him, and by himfelf, and
went to the fcaffold with great ferenity. He had
complained of the Duke of Monmouth much,
for delaying his coming fo long after him, and
for afîuming the name of King *, both which, he
faid, were contrary to their agreement at parting.
Thus he died, pitied by ail. His death, being
purfuant to the ientence paft three years before,
of which mention was made, was looked on as
no better than murder. But his conduit in this
matter was made up of fo many errors, that it
appeared he was not made for .defigns of this
kind.

ÂilofFe had a mind to prevent the courfe of
juftice, and having got a penknife into his hands
gave himfelf feveral ftabbs. And thinking he
was certainly a dead man, he cried out, and faid,
now he defied his enemies. Yet he had not pier-
ced his guts: So his wounds were not mortal.

. And, it being believed that he could make great
/difcoveries, he was brought up to London.

Rumbold was he that dwelt in Rye-Houfe, R"mj»oî<l
where it was pretended the plot was laid for cje
murdering the late and the prefent King. He nied the
denied the truth of that conlpiracy. He owned, Rye Piot.
he thought the Prince was as much tied to the
peoplç, as the people were to the Prince ; and
îhat? when a King departed from the légal mea-

fures
H. i \ t

I
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1685. fures of government, the people had a right to
wyw affert their liberties, and to reftrain him. He

did not deny, but that he had heard many pro-
pofitions at Weft's chambers abouS killing the
two brothers j and upon that he had faid, it
could have been eafily executed near his houfe;
upon which Fome difconrfe had followed, how
it might have been managed. But, he faid, it
was only talk, and that nothing was either laid,
or fo much as refolved on. He faid, he was
not for a Commonwealth, but for Kingly go¬
vernment according to the Laws of England:
But he did not think that the King had his au-
thority by any divine right, which he expreffed
in rough, but fignificant words. He faid, he
did not believe that God had made the greater
part of mankind with faddles on their backs,
and bridles in their mouths, and fome few boot-
ed and fpurred to ride the reft.

Cochran had a rich father, the Earl of Dundo-
nald: And he offered the Priefls 5000 1. to fave
his fon. They wanted a dock of money for ma¬
naging their defigns : So they interpofed fo effec-
tually, that the bargain was made. But, to cover
it, Cochran petitioned the Council that he might
be fent to the King ; for he had fome fecrets of
great importance, which were not fit to be com-
municated to any but to the King himfelf. He was
upon that brought up to London : And, after he
had been for fome time in privaie with the King,
the matters he had dilcovered were faid to be of
fuch importance, that in confideration of that the
King pardoned him. It was faid, he had difcover-
ed ail their negotiations with the Eledlor of Bran-
denburg, and the Prince of Orange. But this was
a pretence only given out to conceal the bargain j
for the Prince told me, he had never once feen him.
The fecret of this came to be known foon after.

When Ailoffe was brought up to London, the
King examined him, but could draw nothing from

him,
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hxm, but one fevere repartee. He being fullen, 1685.
ând refufmg to difcover any thing, the King faid
to him; Mr. Ailoffe, you know it is in my power
to pardon you, therefore fay that which may deferve
it. It was faid that he anfwered, that tho' it was
in his power, yet it was not in his nature to pardon.
He was nephew to the old Earl of Clarendon by
marriage ; for Ailoffe's aunt was his fijft wife, but
fhe had no children. It was thought, that the near-
nefs of his relation to the King's children might
have moved him to pardon him, which would have
been the moft effedtual confutation of his bold re¬

partee: But he fuffered with the refl.
Immediately after Argile's exécution, a Parlia- a Parlîa-

ment was held in Scotiand. Upon King Charles's ment in
death, the Marquis of Queenfbury, foon after made s«ot1iancî*
a Duke, and the Earl of Perth, came to Court.
The Duke of Queenfbury told the King, that if he
had thoughts of changing the eftahlifhed religion,
he could not make any one ftep with him in that
matter. The King feemed to receive this very
kindly from him ; and afîiired him, he had no fuch
intention, but that he would have a Parliament cal-
led, to which he fhould go his Commmifîioner,
and give ail pofïible affurances in the matter of re¬
ligion, and get the revenue to be fettled, and fuch
other laws to be pafl as might be neceflary for the
common fafety. The Duke of Queenfbury preffed
the Earl of Perth to fpeak in the faine ftrain to the
King. But, tho' he pretended to be ltill a Prote -
fiant, yet he could not prevail on him to fpeak m
fo pofitive a flile. I had not then left London :
So the Duke fent me v/ord of this, and feemed fo
fully fatisfied with it, that he thought ail would
be fafe. So he préparée! inflruélions by which both
the revenue and the King's authority were to be
carried very high. He has often fince that time
told me, that the King made thofe promifes to him
in fo frank and hearty a manner, that he concluded
it was impoffîble for him to be aéling a part. There-
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1685. fore he always believed, that the Priefts gave him

leave to promife every thing, and that he did it ve-
ry fmcerely; but that afterwards they pretended,
they had a power to diffolve the obligation of ail
oaths and promifes ; fmce nothing could be more
open and free than his way of exprefiing himfelf
was, tho' afterwards he had no fort of regard to
any of the promifes he then made. The Teft had
been the King's own aét while he was in Scotland.
So he thought, the putting that on ail perfons would
be the moft acceptable method, as well as the moft
effectuai, for fecuringthe ProteftantReligion. There-
fore he propofed an inftruétion obliging ail people
to take the Teft, not only to qualify them for pu-
blick employments, but that ail thofe to whom
the Council fhould tender it fhould be bound to

take it under the pain of treafon: And this was
granted. He alfo proje&ed m'any other fevere laws,
that left an arbitrary power in the Privy Council,
And, as he was naturally violent and imperious in
his own temper, fo he faw the King's inclinations
to thofe mèthods, and hoped to have recommend-
ed himfelf effedtually, by being inftrumental in fet-
ting up an abfolute and defpotick form of govern-
ment. But he found afterwards how he had de-
ceived himfelf, in thinking that any thing, but the
delivering up his religion, could be acceptable long.
And he faw, after he had prepared a cruel fcheme
of government, other men were entrufted with the
management of it : And it had almoft proved fa¬
tal to himfelf.

Granted Parliament of Scotland fat not long. No
ail that oppofition was made. The Duke of Queenfbury
the King gave very full afîurances in the point of religion,
dehred. tiiat the King would never alter it, but would main-

tain it, as it was eftablifhed by law. And in con¬
firmation of them he propofed that aét enjoining
the Teft, which was paft, and was looked on as a
full fecurity ; tho' it was very probable, that ail the
ufe that the Council would make of this difcretion-

al
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aî power lodged with them, would be only to ten- 1685,
der the Teft to thofe that might fcruple it on other
accounts, but that it would be ofïered to none of
the Church of Rome. In return for this the Par-
liament gave the King for life, ail the revenue that
had been given to his brother : And with that fome
additional taxes were given.

Other fevere laws were alfo paft. By one ofSevere
thefe an Inquihtion was upon the matter fet up. ia^s Jere
Ali perfons were required, under the pain of treafon,
to anfwer to ail fuch queftions as fhould be put to
them by the Privy Council. This put ail men un¬
der great apprehenfions, lince upon this aét an In-
quifition might have been grafted, as foon as the
King pleafed. Another aét was only in one parti-
cular cafe : But it was a crying one, and fo deferves
to be remembred.

When Carftairs was put to the torture, and came
to capkulate in order to the making a difcovery, he
got a promife from the Council that no ufe fhould
be made of his depofition againft any perfon what-
foever. He in his depofition faid fomewhat that
brought Sir Hugh Campbell and his fon under the
guilt of treafon, who had been taken up in Lon-
don two years before, and were kept in prifon ail
this while. The Earl of Melfort got the promife
of his eftate, which was about 1000 1. a year, as
foon as he fhould be conviéted of high treafon. So
an a£t was brought in, which was to lafl only fix
weeks-, and enafted, that if within that time any
of the Privy Council would depofe that any man
was proved to be guilty of high treafon, he fhould
upon fuch a proof be attainted. Upon which, as
foon as the aét was paft, four of the Privy Coun¬
cil ftood up, and afhrmed that the Campbells were
proved by Carftairs's depofition to be guilty. Upon
this both father and fon were brought to the bar, to
fee what they had to fay, why the fentence fhould
not be executed. The old Gentleman, then near

eighty, feeing the ruin of his family was determin-
3
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1605. £d, and that he was condemned in fo unufùal â

man ne r, took. courage, and faid, the oppreiïion
they had been under had driven them to defpair,
and made them fchink how they might iecure their
lives and fortunes : Upon this he went to London,
and had fome meetings with Baillie, and others :
That one was fent to Scotland to hinder ail rifings;
That an oath of fecrecy was indeed offered, but
was never taken upon ail this. So it was prétend-
ed, he had confeffed the crime, and bv a fhew of
mercy they were pardoned : But the Earl of Mel-
fort pofîefîèd himfelf of their eftate. The old
Gentleman died foon after. And very probably
his death was haftned by his long and rigorous im-
prifonment, and this unexampled conclulion of it ;
which was fo univerfally condemned, that when the
news of it was writ to fôreign parts, it was not ea-
fy to make people believe it poffible.

^ ^ But now the fitting of the Parliament of En g-.Uatescon-. . . p . ^ 0
vided of isnd came on. And, as a préparation to it, Oates
perjuiy. was convided of perjury, upon the évidence of

the witneffes from St. Omar's, who had been brought
over before to diferedit his teftimony. Now Juries
were fo prepared, as to believe more eafily than for-
merly. So he was condemned to have his PriefLiy
habit taken from him, to be a prifoner for life, to
be fet on the pillory in ail the publick places of the
City, and ever after that to be fet on the pillory
four times a year, and to be whipt by the common

snd cruel- hangman from Aldgate to Newgate one day, and
ly whipt. the next from Newgate to Tyburn ; which was exe-

ciued with fo much rigour, that his back feemed
to be ail over fiead. This was thought too little
if he wras guilty, and too much if innocent, and
was illégal in ail the parts of it : For as the fecular
Court could not order the Ecclefiaftical habit to be
taken from him, fo to condemn a man to a per¬
pétuai imprifonment was not in the power of the
Court : And the extreme rigour of fuch whipping
was without a precedent. Yet he, who was an ori-
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ginal in ail things, bore this with a conftancy thât *685.
amazed ail thofe who faw it. So that this treat-

ment did rather railè his réputation, than fink it. JJia"kill-
And, that I may join things of the famé forted.

together, tho' they were tranfàéted at fome diftance
of time, Dangerfield, another of the witnefTes
in the Popilh plot, was alfo found guilty of
perjury, and had the famé punifhment. But it
had a more terrible conclufion ; for .a brutal ftudent
of the law, who had no private quarrel with him,
but was only tranfported with the heat of that time,
ftruck him over the head with his cane, as he got
his laft lafh. This hit him fo fatally, that he died
of it immediately. The perlon was apprehended.
And the King left him to the law. And, tho'
great interceiïion was made for him, the King would
not interpofe. So he was hanged for it.

At laft the Parliament met. The King in his A Parîia-
fpeech repeated that, which he had faid to the rnentc m
Council upon his firft acceffion to the Throne. He
told them, fome might think, the keeping him low
would be the fureft v/ay to h ave fréquent Parlia-
ments : But they fhould find the contrary, that the
uftng him well would be the beft argument to per-
fuade him to meet them often. This was put in
to prevent a motion, which was a little talked of
abroad, but none would venture on it within doors,
that it was fafeft to grant the revenue only for a
term of years.

The revenue was granted for life, and everyGrants
thing elfe that was aflced, with fuch a profufion,the rî've"
that the Houfe was mare forward to give, thàn nut;2 îor
the King was to afk : To which the King thought
fit to put a ftop by a rneftage, intimating that he
defired no more money that feffion. And yet this
forwardnefs to give in fuch a reign, was fet on
by Mufgrave and others, who pretended after-
wards, when money v>ras afked for juft and ne-

^ ol. II. Y ceffarv
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ï68,v< cefïary ends, to be frugal patriots, and to be

careful managers of the publick treafure.
And truRs j^s for religion, fbtfie began to propofe a new

an^ Errner fecurity to it. But ail the Courtiers
promile. run out into éloquent harangues on that fubject :

And prefied a vote, that they took thé Ring's
word in that matter, and would truft to it -, and
that this fhould be fignified in an addrëfs to him.
This would bind the King in point or honour,
and gain his "héart fo entirely, that it would be a
tie above ail laws whatfoever. And the tide run

Ao ftrong that way, that the Houfe werit into it
without oppolition.

The I.ord Prefton, who had been for fome
years Envoy in France, was b'rought over, and fet
up to be a manager in the Houfe of Gommons.
He told the m, the réputation of the Nation was
beginning to rife ,very high ail Europe over, 1111-
der a Prince whofe narne fpread terror every
where : And if this was' confirmed by the entire
confidence of his Parliamerit, even in the tendef-
efc matters, it woulcl give fuch a turn to the af-
fairs of Europe, that Engîand Would again hold
the balance, and their King would be the arbiter
of -Europe. This was feconded by ail the Court
flatterers. So in their addrefs to the King, thank-
ing him for his ipeech, they told him, they truft-
ed to him fo entirely, that they relied on his word,
and thought themfelves and their religion fafe,
finCe he had promifed it to them.

When this was fettled, the pétitions concern-
ing the élections v/ere. prefented. Upon thofe
Seimour Ipoke very high, and with niueh weight.
He faid, the coinplaints of the irregularities in
eledlions were fo great, that many doubted whe-
ther this was a true reprefcntâtive of the Nation,
or not. Pie faid, little equity was expedted upon
pétitions, where fo many were too guilty to judge
juiîly and impartially. He faid, it concerned them
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to'iôôk to thefe : For if the Nation faw no jiif- j6g-,
ti.ee was to be expedted from t'nem, other methods
would be found, in which they might corne to
fuffer that juftic'e which they would not do. He
was a haughty marp and would not communicate
his defign in making this motion to any: So ail
were furprifed with it, but none feconded it. Tins
had no effeét, not fo much as to draw on a debate.

The Courtiers were projedting many jaws to p _

ruin ail who oppofed their defigns. The moft im- liment '
portant of thefe was an a<5t declaring treafons dur- was vîo-
ing that reign, by which words were to be made'enC»
treafon. And thé claufe was fo drawn, that any
thing laid to difparage the King's perfon or go-
vernment was made treafon ; within which every
thing faid to the difhoriour of the King's religion
would have been comprehended, as Judges and
Juries were then modelled. This was chiehy op¬
pofed by Serjeant Maynard, who in a very grave
fpeech laid open the inconyenience of making
words treafon : They were often ill heard and iii
imderftood, and were apt to be mifrecited by a.
very fmall variation : Men in paiïïon or in drink
might fay things they never intended : Therefore
he hoped they would keep to the law of the twen-
ty fi'fth of Edward the third, by which an overt-
abt was made the neceifary proof of ill intentions.
And when others infifted, that " out of the abon¬
dance of the heart the mouth fpake," he brought
the inftance of our Saviour's words, " Deffroy this
Temple •/' and fhewed how near 'c the Temple55 was
to "this Temple," pronouncing it in Syraick, fo
that the différence was al ni oit imperceptible. There
was nothing piore innocent than thefe words, as
our Saviour meant, and fpoke them : But nothing
was more crimina! than the fetting on a multitude
to deftroy the Temple. This made forne impref-
fion at that time. But if the Duke of Mon-
mouth's landing had not brought the fçffion to an

Y 2 early
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1685. early conclufion, that, and every thing elfe which

/NJ the officious Courtiers were projeéting, would have
certainly paft.

The moft. important bufinefs that was before
j the Houfe of Lords was the reverfing the attain-
were more der of the Lord Stafford. It was faid for it, that
tautious, the witneffes were now conviéted of perjury, and

therefore the reftoring the blood that was
tainted by their evidence was a juft réparation.
The proceedings in the matter of the Popifh plot
were chiefly founded on Oates's difcovery, which
was now judged to be a thread of perjury.
This ftuck with the Lords, and would not go
down. Yet they did juftice both to the Popifh
Lords then in the Tower, and to the Earl of
Danby, who moved the Houfe of Lords, that
they might either be brought to their trial, or be
fet at iiberty. This was fent by the Lords to the
Houfe of Gommons, who returned anfwer, that
they did not think fit to infift on the impeach-
ments. So upon that they were difcharged of
them, and fet at Iiberty. Yet, tho' both Houfes
agreed in this of profecuting the Popifh plot no
further, the Lords had no mind to reverfe and
condemn paft proceedings.

The But while ail thefe things were in agitation,
Duke of the Duke of Mbîimouth's landing brought the fef-
ivinn~ fion to a conclufion. As foon as Lord Argile
în o u t II - t o
landed at haiied for Scotland, he» fet about his defign with
Lmiei as much halte as was poffible. Arms were

bonght, and a fhip was freighted for Bilbao in
S pain-. The Duke of Monmouth pawned ail his
jcwels : But thefe could not raife much : And no

money was fent hisn ont of England. So he was
hurried into an iii defigned invafion. The whole
company confifted but of eighty two perfons.
They were ail faithfui to one another. But fome
fpies, whom Shelton the new Envoy fet on work,
fent him the notice of a fufpeéted fhip failing out
of Amfterdam with arms. Shelton neither un-

derftood
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dcrftood the laws of Holland, nor advifed with 1685.
thofe who did : Otherwifè he would have carried
with him an order from the Admiralty of Holland,
that fat at the Hague, to be made ufe of as the
occalion Ihould require. When he came to Am-
fterdam, and applied himfelf to the Magiftrates
there, defiring them to llop and fearch the fhip that
he named, they fotind the fhip was already failed
out of their port, and their jurifdiélion went no
further. So he was forced to fend to the Admi¬
ralty at the Hague. But thole on board, hearing
what he was corne for, made ail poffibîe hafte.
And the wind favouring them, they got out of the
Texel, before the order defired coùtd be brought
from the Hague. - '

After a profperous courfej the Duke landed at
Lime in Dorfetfhire : And'he with his fmall Com¬

pany came aihore wi'th fome order, but with too
much day light, which dilcovered how few they
were.

The alarm was brought hot to London : Where, An A& of
upon the général report and belief of the thing an aét Attainder
of Attainder paft both Houfes in one day ; fome Pafe^ a"
fmall oppolition being made by the Earl of Angle-
fey, becaufe the evidence did not feem clear enough
for fo fevere a fentence, which v/as grounded on the
notoriety of the thing. The fum of 5000 1. was
fet on his head. And with that the feffion of Par-
liament ended ; which was no fmall happinefs to
the Nation, fuch a body of men being difmiffed
with doing fo little hurt. The Duke of Mon-
jmouth's Manifefto was long, and ill penned: Full
of much black and dull malice. It was plainly
Fergufon's ftile, which was both tedious and ftil-
fome. It charged the King with the burning ofo o o

London, the Popifh plot, Godfrey's murder, and
the Earl of Elfex's death : And to crown ail, it
was pretended, that the late King was poifoned by
his orders : It was fet forth, that the King"s religi¬
on made him incapable of the Crown ; that three

Y 3 fwb-
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1685. iubfequent Flou Tes of Gommons had voted his Ex-

clufion: The taking away the old Charters, and ail
the hard things done in the laft reign, were laid to.
his charge : The eledions of the prefent Parlia-
ment were alfo fet forth very odioufly, with great in-
decency of ftile : The Nation was alfo appealed to,
when met in a free Parliament, to judge of the
Dnke's own prétendons : And ail fort of liberty,
bpth in temporals and fpirituals, was promifed to
perfons of ail perfuafions.

A rabbîe Upon the Duke pf Monmouth's landing, many
crime and of the country people came in to jpin him, but ve-
joined ry few pf the Gentry. He had quiçkly men enough

about him to ufe ail his arms. The Duke of Al-
bemarle, as Lord Lieutenant of Devonfhire, was
fent clown to raife the Militia, and with thern to
make head againft him. * But their ill affedion ap-
p.eared very evidently : Many deferted, and ail
were cold in the fervice. The Duke pf Mon moût h
had the whole country open to him for almoft a
fortnight, during which time he was very diligent
in training and animating his men. His own be-
haviour was fo gentle and obliging, that he was
mafber of ail their hearts, as much as was poffible.
But he quickly found, what it was to be at the
head of undifcipîined men, that knew nothing of
yar, and that were not to be nfed with rigour.
Soon after their landing, Lord Grey was fent put

lord with a fmaîl partv. He faw a few of the Militia,.
Grey's and he ran for it : But his men flood, and the Mi-
cowar- lîtia ran from them. Lord Grey brought a falfè
cue: alarm, that was fopn found to be fo : For the nien

whom their leader had abandoned came back in

good order. The Duke of Monmouth was ftruck
with this, when he found that the perfon on whom
he depended moft, and for whom he defigned the
command of the horfe, had already made himfelf
infamous by his covrardife. He intended to jpin
Fletcher with him in that command. But an un-

fiappy accident made it not convenient to keep hipi
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longer about him. He fent him out on another 1685.
party : And he, not being yet furnifhed with a
horfe, took the horfe of one who had brought in
a great body of men from Taunton. He was not
in the way : So Fletcher, not feeing him to a fie
his leave, thought that ail things were to be in
common among them, that could advance the
fervice. After Fletcher hacl rid about, as he was
ordered, as he returned, the owner, of the horfe hé
rodé on, who was a rough and iîl-bred man, re-
proached him in very injurions terms, for takihg
out his horfe without his leave. Fletcher bore this

longer than could hâve been expedted from one of
his impétuous temper. But the other perfifted in
giving him foui language, and ofrered a fwitch or .

a cane : Upon which he difcharged his piftoi at
him, and fatally £h©t him dead. He went and
gave the Duke of Monmouth an account of this,
who faw it was impoiïible tokeep him longer about
him, without difgufting and lofmg the country
people, who were coming in a body tq demançt
juftice. So he advifed him, to go aboard the fhip,
and to fail on to Spain, whither (lie was bound.
By this means he was preferved for that time.

Fergufon ran among the people with ail the fury
of an enraged man, that affecled to pafs for an
enthufiaft, tho' ail his performances that way were .

forced and dry. The Duke of Mon mou tirs great
error was, that he did not in the firlt heat venture.
on fome hardy action, and then march either to
Exeter or Briftol ; where, as he would have found
much wealth, fo he would have gained fome répu¬
tation by it. But he lingred in exercifmg his men,
and ftaid too long in the neighbourhood of Lime.

By this means the King had time both to bring
troops out of Scotland, after Argile was taken,
and to fend to Holland for the Engliih and Scotch
Régiments that were in the fervice of the States %
which th" Prince fent over very readily, and olfered
lîis own perfon, and a greater force, if it was ne-r

Y 4 cefiary,



3^8 The HisTORY'of the Reign
1685. ceffary. The King rfeceived this with great ex-

preffions of acknowledgme.nt and kindnefs. It was
very vifible, that he was much diftraéted in his
thoughts, and that what appearance of courage
foever he might put on, he was inwardiy full of
appréhendons and fears. He durit not accept of
the offer of afïiitance, that the French made him :
For by that he would ha-ve ioft the hearts of the
Englifh Nation. And he had no mind to be much
obliged to the Prince of Orange, or to let him into
his counfels or affairs. Prince George committed
a great crror in not afking the command of the
Army-: For the command, how much foever he
might have been bound to the counfels of others,
would have given him fome luftre; whereas his
ftaying at home in fuch time of danger brought
him under much negleht.

The Earl The King could not choofe worfe than he did,
of Fever- when he gave the command to the Earl of Fever-

lham, who was a Frenchman by birth, and nephew
the K o % to Mr. de Turenne. Both his brothers changing
anny. religion, tho' he continued ftill a Pfoteftant, made

that his religion was not much trufted to. He was
an honeft, brave, and good natured man, but
weak to a degree not eafy to be conceived. And
he condudted matters fo iil, that every itep he made
was like to prove fatal to the King's fervice. He
had no parties abroad. Fie got no intelligence :
And was almoft furprifed, and like to be defeated,
when he feemed to be under no appreheniion, but
was abed without any care or order. So that, if
the Duke of Monmouth had got but a very fmall
number of Soldiers about him, the King's affairs
would have fallen into great diforder.O

The Duke of" Monmouth had almoff furprifed
Lord Feverfham, and ail about him, while they
were abed. He got in between two. bodies, into
which the Army lay divided. He now faw his
error in lingering fo long. He began ta want
bread, and to be fo ffrak-ned. that there was a ne-
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ceflity of pufhing for a fpeedy decifion. He was 1685.
fo mified in his march, that he loft an hour's time : u—v—^
And when he came near the Army, there was an
inconfiderable ditch, in the pafîing which he loft
fo much more time, that the ofEcers had leifure to
rife and be dreffed, now they had the aiarm. And
they put themfelves in order. Yet the Duke of
Monmouth's foot ftood longer, and fought better
than could have been expected ; efpecially, when
the fmall body of horfe they had, ran upon the
firft charge, the blâme of which was caft on Lord
Grey. The foot being thus forfaken, and galled
by the cannon, did run at laft. About a thou-
fand of them were killed on the fpot : And fifteen
hundred were taken prifoners. Their numbers
when fulleft were between five and fix thoufand.
The Duke of Monmouth left the field too foon for The Duke
a man of courage, who had fuch high prétendons : Mon_
For a few days before he had fuffered himfelf to be ^fa^ecjcalled King, which did him no fervice, even among
thofe that followed him. He rode towards Dor-
fetfhire : And when his horfe could carry him no
further, he changed clothes with a fhepherd, and
went as far as his legs could carry him, being ac-
companied only with a German, whom he had
brought over with him. At laft when he could
go 110 further, he lay down in a field where there
was hay and ftraw, with which they covered them¬
felves, fo that they hoped to lie there unfeen till
night. Parties went out on aîl hands to take pri¬
foners. The ihepherd was found by the Lord
Xumley in the Duke of Monmouth's clothes. So
this put them on his track, and having fome dogs
with them they followed the fcent, and came to
the place where the German was firft difcovered.
And he immediately pointed to the place where
the Duke of Monmouth lay. So he was taken in An(j ta,
a very indécent drefs and pofture. ken.

His body was quite. funk with fatigue: And
his mind was now fo low, that he begged his life

î in
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1685. in a manner that agreed ilj with the courage of the.

former parts of it. He called for pen, ink, and
paper -, and wro.te to the Eârl of Feverfham, and
both to the Queen, and the Queen Dowager, to
intèrcede with the King for bis life. The King's
temper, as well as his intereft, made it fo impoffible
to hope for that, that it fhewed a great meannefs
in him to afk it, in fuch terms as he ufed in his
letters. Fie was carried up to Whitehall ; where
the King examined him in perfon, which was
thought very indecent, fince he was refolved not
to pardon him. He made new and unbecoming
fubmiffions, and infinuated a readinels to change
his religion: For he faid, the King knew'what
his firft éducation was in religion., There were
no difcoveries to be got from him -, for the attempt
was too rafn to be well concerted, or to be fo deep
laid that many were involved in the guiit of it.
He was examined on Monday, and orders were
given for his exécution on Wednefday.

Soon after Turner and Ken, the Bifliops of Ely and ofexes-uted. gatp anc| Wells, were ordered to wait on him.
But he called for Dr. Tennifon. The Bifhops
ftudied to convince him of the fin of rébellion.
He anfwered, he was forry for the blood that was,
fhed in it : But he did not feem to repent of the
defign. Yet he confeffed that his Father had
often told him, that there was no trûth in the re¬

ports of his having married his Mother. This he
fet under his hand, probably for his childrens fake,
who were then prifoners in the Tower, that fo
they might not be ill ufed on his account. He
fhewed a créât negledt of his Du chefs. And
her refentments for his çourfe of life with the
Lady Wentworth wrought fo imiçh on her, that,
tho' he defired to fpeak privately with her, flie
woufâ have witneffes to hear ail that paft, to
juftify her feif, and -to preferve her farnily. They
parted very œldiy. He only recommended to her
the breeding their children in the Proteftant Re¬

ligion,
. 1
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îigion. The Bifhops continuée! ilill to prefs on 1685.
him a deep fenfe of the fin of rébellion 9 at which
he grew fo uneafy, that he defired them to fpeak
tQ him of other matters. They next charged him
with the fin of living with the Lady Wentworth
as he had fione. In that he juftified himfelf : He
had married his Du chefs too young to give a true
confent : He faid, that Lady was a pious worthy
woman, and that he had never lived fo well in ail
refpe&s, as fince his engagements with her. AH
the pains they took to convince him of the unlaw-
fuînefs of that courfe of life had no effeét. They
did certainly very well in difeharging their con¬
fidences, and fpeaking fo plainly to him. But
they did very iil to talk fo much of this matter,
and to make it fo publick as they did ; for divines
ought not to repeat what they fay to dying péni¬
tents, nq more than what the penitents fay to
them. By this means the Duke of Monmouth had
little fatisfaéfion in them, and they had as little in
him.

He was much better pleafed with Dr. Tennifon,
who did very plainly fpeak to him, with relation
to his publick actings, and to his courfe of life :
Elut he did it in a fofter and lefs peremptory man-
ner. And having faid ail that he thought proper,
he left thofe points, in which he faw he could not
convince him, to his own confidence, and turned
to other things fit to be laid before a dying man.
The Duke begged one day more of life with fuch
repeated earneftnefs, that as the King was much
blamed for denying fo fmall a favour, fo it gave
occafion to others to believe, that he had fome
hope frotn aftrologers, that, if he out-lived that
day, he might have a better fate. As long as he
fanc.ied there was any hope, he was too much unT
fettled in his mind to be capable of any thing.

But when he faw ail was to no purpofe, and that He dîed
he muft die, he complained a little that his death Wlth Sreat
was hurried on fo fait. But ail on the fudden he c "

came
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i68z. came into a compofure of mind, that furprized

w—Y-^-J thofe that faw it. There was no affectation in it.
His whole behaviour was eafy and calm, not with-
out a decent cheerfulnefs. He prayéd God to
forgive ail his fins, unknown as well as known.
He feemed confident of the mercies of God, and
that he was going to be happy with him. And he
went to the place of exécution on ToWer-hill with
an air of undifturbed courage, that was grave and
compofed. He faid little thêre ; only that he was
forry for the blood that was fhed : But he h ad ever
meant well to the Nation. When he faw the axe,
he touched it, and faid, it was not fharp enough.
He gave the Hangman but half the reward he in-
tended ; and faid, if he eut off his head cleverly,
and not fo butcherly as he did the Lord Ruffel's, his
man would give him the reft. The executioner was
in great diforder, trembling ail over : So he gave
him two or three ftrokes without being able to finifh
the matter, and then fiung the axe out of his
hand. But the Sheriff forced him to take it up :
And at three or four more ftrokes he fevered his
head from his body : And both were prefently bu-
ried in the Chapel of the Tower. Thus lived and
died this unfortunate young man. He had feveral
good qualities in him, and fome that were as bad.
He was foft and gentle even to excefs, and too
eafy to thofe who had crédit with him. He was
both fincere and good-natured, and underftood
war well. But he was too much given to oleafureO x

and to favourites.
Lord The Lord Grey it was thought would go next.
Grey par- But he had a great eftate that by his death was to
doned.

gQ oyer t0 brother> go the Court refolved to
preferve him, till he fhould be brought to com-
pound for his life. The Earl of Rochefter had
160001. of him. Others had fmaller fhares. He
was likewife obliged to tell ail he knew, and to be
a witnefs in order to the conviftion of others, but
with this aftiirançe, tftat no bqdy fhould die iipon
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Lis evidence. So the Lord Brandon, fon to the 1685.
Earl of Macclesneld, was convidted by his and
fome other evidence. Mr. Hambden was alfo

brought on his trial. And he was told, that he
muft expedt no favour unlefs he would plead
guilty. And he, knowing that légal evidence
would be brought againft him, fubmitted to this ;
and begged his life with a meannefs, of which he
himfelf was fo afhamed afterwards, that it gave
his fpirits a depreffion and diforder that he could
never quite mafter. And that had a terrible con-
clufion ; for about ten years after he eut his own
throat.

The King was now as fuccefsful as his own heart The King
could wifh. He had held a fefîion of Parliament in was Hfiea
both Kinordoms, that had fettled his revenue : And Tcii

t niSlUC—

now too ill prepar'd and ill managed rebellions had C£ft-eS ~
fo broken ail the party that was againft him, that
he feemed fecure in his Throne, and above the
power of ail his enemies. And certainly a reign
that was now fo beyond expedlation fuccefsful in
its firft fix months feemed fo weli fettled, that no

ordinary mifmanagement could have fpoiled fuch
beginnings. If the King had ordered a fpeedy
exécution of fuch perfons, as were fit-be made
publick examples, and had upon that granted a
général indemnity, and if he had but covered his
intentions tili he had got thro' another felîion of
Parliament, it is not eafy to imagine, wilh what
advantage, he might then have opened and pur-
fued his defigns.

- But his own temper, and the fury of fome ofButitbad
his Minifters, and the maxims of his Prieifs, who an ill effe&
were become enthufiaftical upon this fuccefs, and on
fancied that nothing could now itand before him : °"âlrs*
Ail thefe concurréd to rnake him lofe advantages,
that were never to be recovered : For the fhews of

mercy, that were afterwards put on, were looked
on as an after-game, to çetrieve that which was now
lofi. The Army was kept for fome time in the

Weftern



3^4 The History of the Reigri
1685. Weftern Countîes, where both officers and foldiers

lived as in an enemy's country, and treated ail,
that were believed *to be ill affefted to the King,
with great rudenefs and violence.

Great Kirk, who had commanded long in Tangier,
tnie.uo

was |3eCQjT)e 2q favage by the neighbourhood of
ted by his t^e Moors there, that fome days alter the battle
ioiciiers. lie ordered lèverai of the prifoners to be hanged

up at Taunton, without fo much as the form of
law, he and bis company looking on from an en-
tertainment they were at. At every new health
another prifoner was hanged up. And thçy were
fo brutal, that obferving the fhaking of the legs
of thofe whom they hanged, it was faid among
them, they were dancing -, and upon that mufick
was calîed for. This v/as both fo illégal, and fo
inhuman, that it might have been expedled that
fome notice would have been taken of it. But
Kirk was only chid for it. And it v/as faid, that
he had a particular order for fome military exécu¬
tions : So that he could only be chid for the man-
ner ol it.

And . But, as if this had been nothing, Jefferies wras
much fent tpe Weftern Circuit to try the prifoners. His

^ behaviour was beyond any thing that was ever
heard of in a civilized Nation. He v/as perpetu-
ally either drunk, or in a rage, liker a fury than
the zeal of a Judge. He required the prifoners
to pleadaguilty. And in that cafe he gave them
fome hope of favour, if they gave him no trou¬
ble : Otherwife he told them he would execute the:
îetter of the law upon them in its utmoft fev'erity.
This made many plead guilty, who had a great
defence in law. But he ftiewed no merçy, He
ordered a great many to be hanged up immediately,
without ailowing them a minute's time to fay their
prayers. He hanged, in feveral places, about fix
hundred perfons. The greateft part of thefe were
of the meaneft fort, and of no diftinction. The
impieties with which he treated them, and his be¬

haviour
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Hàviour towards fome of die Nobility and Gentry, 1685.
that were well affected, but came and pleaded in
favour of lome prifoners, wouid have amâzed one,
if done by a Bafhaw in Turkey. Englàrid had
•never known any thing lik'e it. The inftancés are
too many to be reckoned ifp.

But that which brought ail his excelles to be With "
imputed to the King himfelf, and to the orders -whicb the
■given by him, was, that the King had a particu-
lar account of ail his proceedrngs writ to him every feJ* k
day. And he took pleafuré to relate them in the
•drawing room to foreign Minifters, and at his
table, calling it Jefferies's campaign : Speaking of
ail he had done in a ftile, that neither became the

:Maje-fty, nor the mercifulnefs, of a great Prince.
Dykfield was atthat time in Ëngland, one of the
Embaffadors vdiom the Statés had fent over to

congratulate the King's coming to the Crown. He
told me, that the King talked fo often of thefe
things in his hearing, that he wondered to fee him
break out in thefe indecencies. Ând upon Jefferies's
coming back, he was created a Baron, and Peer of
England : A dignity which, too5 anciently fome
Judges were raifed to it, yet in thefe latter âges, as
there was no example of it, fo it was thought in-
confiftent with thé chàradler of a udge.

Two exécutions were of fuch an extraordinary ;

nature, that they deferve a more particular récital, entions of
The King apprehended that many of the prifoners :wo wo-
had got into London, and were concealed there. men*
So he faid, thofe who concealed them were the

. worft fort of traitors, who endeavoured to preferve
fuch perlons to a better time. He had likewife a
great mind to find outanyamong therichmerchants,
who might afford great compohtions to fave their
îives : For tho5 there was much blood llied, there
was little booty got to reward thofe who had ferved.
Upon this the King declared, he would foonei

• pardon the rebels, than thofe who harboured them.
There was in London one Gaunt, a vvoman that

. was an Anabriptill, who fpent a great part of her
3 life
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life in aéis of charity, vifiting the jayles, and look-
ing after the poor of what perfuafion foever they
were. One of the rebejs found her out, and fhe
harboured him in her houfe ; and was looking for
an occafion of fending him out of the Kingdom.
He went about in the night, and came to hear
what the King had faid. So he, by an unheard of
bafenefs, went and delivered himfelf, and accufed
her that harboured him. She was feized on, and
tried. There was no witnefs to prove that fhe
knew that the perfon fhe harboured was a rebel,
but he himfelf : Her maid witneffed only, that
he was entertained at her houfe. But tho' the
crime was her harbouring a traitor, and was proved
only by this infamous witnefs, yet the Judge
charged the Jury to bring her in guilty, prétend-
ing that the maid was a fécond witnefs, tho* fhe
knew nothing of that which was the criminal part.
She was condemned, and burnt, as the law directs
in the cafe of women convidt of treafon. She died
with a conflancy, even to a cheerfulnefs, that ftruck
ail that faw it. She faid, charity was a part of her
religion, as well as faith : This at worft was the
feeding an enemy : So fhe hoped, fhe had her r£-
ward with him, for whofe fake fhe did this fervice,
how unworthy foever the perfon was, that made
fo ill a return for it : She rejoyced, that God had
honoured her to be the firft that fuffered by fire in
this reign ; and that her fuffering was a martyrdom
for that religion which -was ail love. Pen the
Quaker toid me, he faw her die. She laid the
ftraw about her for burning her fpeedily ; and be-
haved herfelf in fuch a manner, that ail the fpec-
tators melted in tears.

The other exécution was of a woman of greater
quality : The Lady Lille. Her hufband had been
a Regicide, and was one of Cromwell's Lords,
and was called the Lord Lille. He went at the
time of the Reftoration beyond fea, and lived at
Laufanne. But three defperate Iriihmen, hoping*

by
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by fuch a fervice to make their fortunes, wènt 1685.
thither, and killed him as he was going to Church ; yv ^
and being weil mounted, and ill purfued, got into
France. His Lady was known to be much affe&ed

x with the King's death, and not eafily reconciled to
her hufband for the fhare he had in it. She was

a woman of great piety and charity. The night
after the a&ion, Hicks, a violent preacher among
the Diilènters, and Nelthorp, came to her Houfe.
She knew Hicks, and treated him civilly, not afk-
ing from whence they came. But Hicks told what
brought them thither : for they had been with the
Duke of Monmouth. Upon which fhe went out
of the room immediately, and ordered her chief
fervant to fend an information concerning them to
the next Juftice of Peace, and in the mean while
to fuffer them to make their efcape. But, beforô
this could be done, a party came about the houfe,
and took both them, and her for harbouring them.
Jefferies refolved to make a facrifïce of her -, and
obtained of the King a promife that he would not
pardon her. Which the King owned to the Earl
of Feverfham, when he, upon the offer of a 1000 h
if he could obtain her pardon, went and begged it.
So fhe was brought to her trial. No légal proof
was brought, that fhe knew that they were rebels :
The names of the perfons found in her houfe were
in no Proclamation : So there was no notice given
to beware of them, Jefferies affirmed to the Jury
upon his honour, that the perfons had confefîèd
that they had been with the Duke of Monmouth.

. This was the turning a witnefs againft her, after
which he ought not to have judged in the matter.
And, tho' it was infifted on, as a point of law,
that till the perfons found in her houfe were con-
vided, fine could not be found guilty, yet Jefferies
charged the Jury in a moft violent manner to bring
her in guilty. Ail the audience was ftrangely
affeéled with fo unufual a behaviour in a Judge.
Only the perfon moft concerned, the Lady herfelf,

Vol. II. • Z who
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1685, who was then paft ieventy, was fo little moved

Rt it, that fhe fell afieep. The Jury brought her
in not guilty. But the Judge in great fury fent
them out again. Yet they brought her in a fécond
time not guilty. Then he feemed as in a tranfport
of rage. He upon that threatned them with an
attaint of Jury. And they, overcome with fear,
brought her in the third time guilty. The King
would fhew no other favour, but that he changed
the fentence from burning to beheading. She died
with great conftancy of mind ; and expreffed a joy,
that_ fhe thus fuffered for an a6t of charity and
pièty.

The be- Moft of thofe that had fuffered expreffed at
havnjur cf their death fuch a calm firmnefs, and fuch a

fuffered zea^ ^or religion, which they believed was
then in danger, that it made great impreffions
on the fpeétators. Some bafe men among them
tried to îave themfelves by accufing others. Good-
enough, who had been Under-Sheriff of London,
wheft Cornilh was Sheriff, offered to fwear againff:
Cornilh ; and alfo faid, that Rumfey had not dif-
covered ail he knew. So Rumfey to fave himfelf
joined with Goodenough, to fwear Cornilh guilty
of that for which the Lord Ruffel had fuffered.
And this was driven on fo faft, that Cornilh was
feized on, tried and executed within the week.
If he had got a little time, the fallhood of the évi¬
dence would have been proved from Rumfey's
former depofition, which appeared fo clearly foon
after his death, that his eftate was reftored to his
family, and the witneffes were lodged in remote
prifons for their lives. Cornilh at his death afferted
his innocence with great vehemence ; and writh
Tome acrimony complained of the methods taken
to deftroy him. And fo they gave it out, that he
died in a fit of fury. But Pen, who faw the exé¬
cution, faid to me, there appeared nothing but a
juft indignation that innocence might very natu-
rally give. Pen [might bç well relied on in fuch

matters,
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inâtters, he being fo entirely in the King's interefts. 1685.
He faid to me, the King was much to be pitied,
who was hurried into ail this effufton of blood by
jefferies's impetuous and cruel temper. But, if
his own inclinations had not been biaîied that way,
and if his Priefts had not thought it the intereft
of their party to let that butcher loofe, by which
fo many men that were like to oppofe them were
put eut of the way, it is not to be imagined, that
there would have been fuch a run of barbarous
cruelty, and that in fo many inftances.

It gave a général horror to the-body of the Na- The Na¬
tion : And it let ail people fee, what might be ex- non waa
pecfted from a reign that feemed to delight inmucîl ,

blood. Even fome of thefaireft of Tories began b/this
to relent a little9 and to think they had trufted too manage-
much, and gone too far. The King had raifed méat?
new régiments, and had given commifïions to Pa-
pifts. This was over-looked during the time of
danger, in which ail mens fervice was to be made
ufe of : And by law they might ferve three months.
But now, as that time was near lapfing, the King
began to fay, the laws for the two Tefts were
made on defign againft himfelf : The firft was
made to turn him out of the Admiralty, and the
fécond to rnake way for the Exclulion : And, he
added, that it was an affront to him to infift on
the obfervance of thofe laws. So thefe perfons
notwithftânding that aét were continued in com-
miffion : And the King declared openly, that he
muft look on ail thofe, who would not confent to

" the repeal of thofe laws, in the next fefhon of Par-
liament, as his enemies.

The Courtiers began every where to declaim Great dif-
againft them. It was faid to be againft the rights putes for
of the Crown to deny the King the fervice of ail ^
his fubjeéts, to be contrary to the dignity of "e
Peerage to fubjeél Peers to any other Tefts than
their allegiance, and that it was an infufferable
affront donc the King, to oblige ail thofe, whom

Z z
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1685. he Ihould employ, to fwear that his religion was
wvw idolâtrons. On the other hand ail the people faw,

that, if thofe a<fts were not niaintained, noemploy-
ment would be given to any but Papifts, or to
thofe who gave hopes that they would change :
And, if the Parliament Teft was taken off, then
the way was opened to draw over fo many members
of both Houfes, as would be in time a majority,
to bring on an entire change of the laws with re¬
lation to religion. As long as the nation reckon-
ed their Kings were true and fure to their religion,
there was no fuch need of thofe Tefts, while the
giving employments was left free, and our Princes
were like to give them only to thofe of their own
religion. But, fince we had a Prince profefîing
another religion, it feemed the only fecurity that
was left to the Nation, and that the Tefts ftood
as a barrier to defend us from Popery. It was
alfo faid, that thofe Tefts had really quieted the
minds of the greater part of the Nation, and had
united them againft the Exclufion ; fince they
reckoned their religion was fafe by reafon of them.
The miiitary men went in zealoufly into thofe no¬
tions -, for they faw, that, as foon as the Ring
ihould get rid of the Tefts, they muft either change
their religion, or lofe their employments. The
Ciergy, who for môft part had hitherto run in
with fury to ail the King's interefts, began now
to open their eyes. Thus ail on a fudden the tem~
per of the nation was, much altered. The Marquis
of Halifax did iriove in Çouncil, that an order
ihouldjbe given to examine, whether ail the officers
in commiffion had taken the Teft, or not. But
none feconded him : So the motion Tell. And
iiôw ail endeavours were ufed, ta fix the repeal of
the Tefts in cite» feifton that was coming on.

Hrtrne Some few couverts were made at this time. The
change chief of thefe were the Earl of Perth, and his

re" Brother the Earl of Melfort. Some différences fell
in between the Duke of Queenfborough and the

Earl
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Earl of Perth. The latter thought thé former was 1685.
haughty and violent, and that he ufed him in too
imperious a manner. So they broke. At that
time the King publilhed the two papers found in
his • brother"s ftrong box. So the Earl of Perth
w,as either overcome with the reafons in them, or
he thought it would look well at Court, if he put
his converfion upon thefe. He came up to com-
plain of the Duke of Queenfborough. And his
brother going to meet him at Ware, he difcovered
his defigns to him, who feemed at firft much.
troubled at it : But he plied him fo, that he pre-
vailed on him to join with him in his pretended
converfion, which he did with great fhews of de «
votion and zeal. But when his objedtions to the
Duke of Queenfborough's adminiftration were
heard, they were fo flight, that the King was
afhamed of them ; and ail the Court juftified the
Duke of Queenfborough. A repartee of the Mar¬
quis of Halifax was much talked of on this oc-
cafion. The Earl of Perth was taking pains to
convince him, that he had juft grounds of com-
plaint, and feemed îittle concerned in the ill effeét
this might haveon himfelf. The Marquis anfwered
him, he needed fear nothing, " Plis faith would
ts make him whole And it proved fo.

Before he declared his change, the King feemed TheDake
fo well fatisfied with the Duke of Queenfborough, ofQuçcnf-
that he was refolved to bring the Earl of Perth to a
fubmiSon, otherwife to difmifs him. But fuch con- û
verts were to be encouraged. So the King, having
declared himfelf too openly to recal that fo foon,
ordered them both to go back to Scotland ; and
faid, he would fignify his pleafure to them when
they fhould bç there. It followed them down very
quickly. The Duke of Queenfborough was turn-
ed out of the Treafury, and it was put in Conj-
miffion: And he, not to be too much irritated at
once, was put firft in the Commiffion- Apd n.ow

f it became foon very vifible, that he had the fecret
Z 3 no
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>685. no more ; but that it was lodged betweçn the two

. brothers, the Earls of Perth, and Melfort. Soon
after that the Duke of Queenfborougn was not only
turned out of ail his employments, but a defign was
laid to ruin him. Ail perfons were encouraged
to bring accufations againft him, either with rela¬
tion to the adrnimftrarion of the government, or
of the Treafury. And, if any coiourable matter
could have been found againft him, it was refolved
to have made him a facriiice. This fudden hatred,
after fo entire a confidence, was imputed to the
fuggeftions the Earl of Perth had made of his zeal
againft Popery, and of his having engaged ail his
friends to ftick firm in oppofition to it. It was
faid, there was no need of making fuch promifes,
as he had engaged the King to make to the Par-
liament of Scotland. No body defired or expebl-
ed them : He only drove that matter on his own
account : So it was fit to let ail about the King fee,
what was to be looked for, if they preffed any
thing too feverely with relation to religion.

The King But to leave Scotland, and return to England :
dechred The King, after hehad declared that he would be
ine Tefts ^erv'^ none ^ut thofe who would vote for the"

repeal of the Tefts, called for the Marquis of
Halifax, and afked him, how he would vote in that
matter. He very frankly anfwered, he would
never confent to it : He thought, the keeping up
thofe laws was neceiïary, even for the King's fer-
vice, fince the Nation trufled fo much to them,
that the publick quiet was chiefiy preferved by
that rheans. Upon this the King told hirp» that
thos he would never forget paft fervices, yet fince
he could not beprevailed on in that particular, he
was refolved to have ail of a piece. So he was
turned out. And the Earl of Sunderland was

made Lord Prefident, and continued ftill Secretary
of State. More were not queftioned at that time,
nor turned out : For it was hoped, that, fmce ail
men faw what was to be çxpeded^ if they fhould

nps
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not comply wr'th the King's intentions, this would 16SL;.
hâve its fu'll effed: upon thofe, who had no mind s—
to part with their places.

The King refolved alfo to model Ireland, fo as Proceed-
to make that Kingdom a nurfery for his army in ings in
England, and to be lure at leaft of an army there,Irciatld-
vvhile his defigns were to go on more flowly in
the Ifle of Britain. The Irifh bore an inveterate
hatred to the Duke of Ormond : So he wâs re~

called. But, todifmifs him with fome fhew of re-

fpeft, he was ftill continued Lord Steward of the
houfhold. The Earl of Clarendon was declared
Lord Lieutenant. But the Army was put under
the command of Talbot, who was made Earl of
Tirconnell. And he began very foon to model it
anew. The Archbifhop of Armagh had continued
Lord Chancellor of Ireland, and was in ail points
fo compliant to the Court, that even his religion
came to be fufpedted on that account. Yet, it
feemed, he was not thought thorough paced. So
Sir Charles Porter, who was a zeaîous promoter of
every thing that the King propofed, and was a
man of ready wit, and being poor was thought a
perfon fit to be made a Tool of, was declared Lord
Chapcelior of Ireland. To thefe the King faid, he
was'refolved to maintainthe fettlement of Ireland.

They had authority to promife this, and to adt
purfuant to it. But, as both the Earl of Claren¬
don and Porter were poor, it was hoped, that they
would underftand the King's intentions, and fee
thro5 thofe promifés, that were made only to lay
men afleep y and that therefore they would not in-
fift too much on them, nor purfue them too far.

But now, before I corne to relate the fhort feffion The per~
of Parliament that was abruptly broken off, I muft f-cation
mention one great tranfadtion that went berin
fore it, and had no fmall influence on ail men's
minds. And fince I faw that difmal tragedy,
which was at this time adted in France, I muft now

change the fcene, and give fome account of myfelf.
Z 4 When
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1685. When I refolvea to go beyond fea, there was no

choice to be made. So many exiles and outlawed
perfons were fcattered up and down the Towns of
Holland, and other Provinces, that I faw the
danger of going, where I was fure many of them
would comé about me, and try to have involved
me in guilt by coming into my Company, that fo
they might engage me into their defigns. So I re-
iolved to go to France : And, if I found it not
convenient to ftay there, I intended to go on to
Geneva or Switzerland. I alked the French Em-
baflfador, if I might be fafe there. He after fome
days, î fnppofe after he had writ to theXourt upon
it, affured me, I fhoulcl be fafe there ; and that, if
the King ftiould afk after me, timely notice ftiould
be given me, that I might go ont of the way.
SoTwent to Paris. And there being many there
whom ï had reafon to look on as fpies, I took a
little houfe, and lived by myfelf as privately as I
could. I continued there till the beginning of
Auguft, that î went to Itaîy. I found the Earl of
Montagne at Paris, with whom I converfed much,
and got from him moft of the fecrets of the Court,
and of the negotiations he was engaged in. The
Ring of France had been for many years weaken-
ing the whole Proteftant intereft there, and was
then upon the laft refolution of recalling the Edi<5t
of Nantes. And, as far as I could judge, the
affairs of England gave the laft ftroke to that
matter.

A fatal This year, of which I am now writing, muft
}ear to çver pe remembred, as the moft fatal to the Pro-
teibnc°" ^te^ant Religion. In February, a King of England
JRcIi - ion. declared himfelf a Papift. In June, Charles the

Eleclor Palatine dying withput iffue, the Eledoral
dignity went tp the Houfe of Newburgh, a moft
bigotted Pppifh family. In Qdober, the King of
France reçalled and vacated the Edi(ft of Nantes.
And in December, the Duke of Savoy being
brought to it, not only by the perfuafious, but'

'•' ' ' 1
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even by the threatnings of the Court of France, 1685.
recalled the Edi6t that his father had granted to the
Vaudois. So it muft beconfefled, that this was a
very critical year. And I have ever reckoned
this the nfth great crifis of the Proteftant Religion.

For fome years the Priefts were every where
making converfions in France. The hopes of
penfions and prefermerits wrought on many. The
piauj&bie coi ours, that the Bifhop of Meaux, then
Bi hop of Coftdom, put on ail the errors of the
Çhurch of Rome, furnifhed others with excufes
for changing. Many thought, they muft change
at.Iâft, or bequite undone : For the King feemed
to be engagea to go thro' with the matter, both
in complîance with the fhadow of confcience that
he feemed to have, which was to follow implicitly
the conduct of his Confeflor, and of the Archbithop
of Paris, he himfelf being ignorant in thofe matters
beyond what can be well imagined ; and becaufe
his glory feemed alfo concerned to go thro' with
every thing that he had once begun.

Old Ro 11 vigny, who was the Deputy General of Rouvig-
the Churches, told me, that he was long deceived in ny'sbeha-
his opinion of the King. He knew he was notV10ur*
naturaliy bloody. He faw his grofs ignorance in
thofe matters. His bigotry could not rife from
any inward principle. So for many years he flat-
tered himfelf with the hopes, that the defign would
go on fp (lowly, that fome unlooked for accident
might defeat if. But after the peace of Nimeguen,
he faw fuch fteps made, withfo much précipitation,
that he told the King he muft beg a full audience
of him upon that fubjed. He gave him one that
lafted fome hours. He came well prepared. He
told him, what the State of France was, du ring
the wars in his Father's reign ; how happy France
had been now for fifty years, occafioned chiefly by
the quiet it was in with relation to thofe matters.
He gave him an account of their numbers, their
induftry ^nd wealth, thçir conftant readinefs to

advance
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1685. advance the revenue, and that ail the quiet he had
y with the Court of Rome was chiefly owing to them :

If they were rooted out, the Court of Rome would
govern as abfolutely in France, as it did in Spain.
He defired leave to undeceive him, if he was'
made believe they would ail change, as foon âs he
engaged his authority in the matter : Many would
go out of the Kingdom, and carry their wealth
and induftry into other countries. And by a fcheme
of particulars he reckoned how far that would go.
In fine, he faid, it would corne to |the fhedding
of much blood : Many would fuffer, and others
would be prècipitated into defperate courfes. So
that the moft glorious of ail reigns would be in
conclufion disfigured and defaced, and become a
fcene of blood and horror. He told me, as he
went thro' thefe maters, the King feemed to heark-
en to him very attentively. But he perceived they
made no impreflîon : For the King ne ver afked any
particulars, or any explanation, but let him go on.
And, when he had ended, the King faid, he took
his freedom well, fince it flowed from his zeal to
his fervice. He believed ail that he had told him,
of the préjudice it might do him in his affairs :
Only he thoûght, it would not go to the fhedding
of blood. But he faid, he confidered himfelf as
fo indifpenfibly bound to endeavour the converfiorl
of ail his fubjeéts, and the extirpation of herefy,
that if the doing it fhould require, that with one
hand he fhould eut off the other, he would fubmit
to that. After this Rouvigny gave ail his friends
hints of what they were to look for. Some were
for flying out into a new civil war. But, their
chief confidence being in the affiftance they ex-
pefted from England, he, who knew what our
Princes were, and had reafon to believe that King
Charles was at leaft a cold Proteftant, if not a
fecret Papift, and knew that the States would not
embroil their affairs in affifting them, their maxims
rather leading them to connive at any thing, that

would
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would bring great numbers and much wealth into i6§^.
their Country than to oppofe it, was againft ail (✓VNJ
motions of that kind. He reckoned, thofe rilîngs
would be foon cruftit, and fo would precipitate
their ruin with fome colour of juftice. He was
much cenfured for this by fome hot men among
them, as having betrayed them to the Court.
But he was very unjuftly blamed, as appeared both
by his own conduét, and by his lords ; who was re-
ceived at firft into the furvivance of being Deputy
General for the Churches, and afterwards, at his
Father's defire, had that melancholy poft given
him, in which he daily faw new injuftices done,
and was only fuffered, for form's fake, to inform
againft them, but with no hope of fuccefs.

The Father did, upon King Charles's death, Ke came
write a letter of congratulation to the King, who îo^
wrote him fuch an obliging anfwer, that upon it h
he wrote to his niece the Lady Rufifel, that, hav¬
ing fuch alïurances given him by the King of a
high fenfe of his former fervices, he refolved to
corne over, and beg the reftoring her fon's honour.
The Marquis of Halifax did prefently apprehend,
that this was a blind, and that the King of France
was fending him over to penetrate into the King's
defigns fince from ail hands intimations were
brought of the promifes, that he made to the Mi-
nifters of. the other Princes of Europe. So I was
ordered to ufe ail endeavours to divert him from
coming over : His niece had indeed begged that
journery of him, when Ihe hoped it might have
faved her hufband's life, but fhe would not ven-
ture to defire the journey on any other confidera-
tion, confidering his great âge, and that her fon
was then but five years old. I prefîèd this fo much
on him, that, finding him fixed in his refolution,
I could not hinder myfelf from fufpeding, that
fuch a high aél of friendftiip, in a man fome years
paft fourfcore, had fomewhat under it : And it
was faid, that, when he took leave of the King of

France,
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France, he had an audience of two hours of him."
But this was a falfe fuggeftion : And I was af-
fured afterwards that he came over only in friend-
fliip to his niece, and that he had no directions
nor mefîages from the Court of France.

He came over, and had feveral audiences of the
King, who ufed him with great kindnefs, but did
mot grant him that which he faid he came for :
Only he gave him a générai promife of doing it
in a proper time.

But whether the Court of France was fatisfied,
by the converfation that Rouvigny had with the
King, that they needed apprehend nothing from
England ; or whether the King's being now fo
fettled on the Throne made them conclude, that
the time was corne of repealing the ediCts, is not
certain : Mr. de Louvoy, feeing the King fo fet
on the matter, propofed to him a method, which
he believed would fhorten the work, and do it ef~
feCtualiy : Which was, to let loofe fome bodies of

Bragoors -Dragoons to live upon the Proteftants on difcre-
Hveon t*on* They were put under no reftraint, but only
difcretion to avoid râpes, and the killing them. This was
upon the beguà in Bearn. And the people were fo ftruck
Protef- -with it, that, feeing they were to be eat up firft,

and, if that prevailed not, to be caft in prifon,
when ail was taken from them, till they fhould
change, and being required only to promife to ré¬
uni te themfelves to the Churcn, they, overcome
with fear, and having no time for confulting to-
gether, did univerfally comply. This did fo ani-
mate the Court, that, upon it the famé methods
were taken in moft places of Guienne, Langue-

Many of doc, and Dauphinè, where the greateil; numbers
, of the Proteftants were. £ difmal confternation

thro'Vear anc^ feeblenefs ran thro* moft of them, fo that
great numbers yielded. Upon which the King,
now refolved to go thro' with what had been long
projeCted, publiftied the edidt repealing the ediCt
of Nantes, in which (thos that ediCt was deçlared

to
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to be a perpétuai and irrévocable law) he fet 1685.
forth, that it was only intended to quiet matters wv*-»
by it, till more effectuai, ways fhould be taken
for the converfion of Hereticks. He alfo pro-
mifed in it, that, tho' ail the publick exerciles of
that religion were now fuppreffed, yet thofe of
that perfuafion who lived quietly fhould not be
dillurbed on that account, while at the famé time
not only the Dragoons, but ail the Clergy, and
the bigots of France, broke out into ail the in-
ftances of rage and fury, againft fuch as did not
change, upon their being required in the King's
name to be of his religion ; for that was the ftile
every where.

Men and women of ail âges, who would not Great
yield, were not only ftript of ail they had, but cruelty
kept long from fleep, driven about from place to
place, and hunted out of their retirements. The
women were carried into Nunneries, in many of
which they were almoft ftarved, whipt, and
barbarouily treated. Some few of the Bifhops*
and of the fecular Clergy, to make the matter
ealier, drew formularies, importing that they were
refolved to reunite themfelves to the Catholick
Church, and that they renounced the errors of
Luther and Calvin. People in fuch extremities.
are eafy to put a ftretched fenfe on any words, that
rnay give them prefent relief. So it was faid, what
harm was it to promife to be united to the Catho¬
lick Church : And the renouncing thofe men's er¬
rors did not renounce their good and found doc¬
trine. But it was very viable, with what intent
thofe fubfcriptions or promiles were afked of them :
So their compliance in that matter was a plain
equivocation. But, how weak. and faulty foever
they might be in this, it muft be acknowlcdged,
here was one of the moft violent perfecutions that
is to be found in hiftory. In many refpefts it ex-
ceeaed them ail, both in the lèverai inventions of
cruelty, and in its long continuance. I went over

the
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1685. the greateft part of France while it was in its hot-

V-V"*-' teft rage, from Marfeiiles to Montpelier, ând
from thence to Lions, and fo to Geneva. I faw
and knew fo many inftances of their injuftice and
violence, that it exceeded even what could have
been well imagined -, for ail men fet their thoughts
at work, to invent new methods of cruelty. In
ail the Towns thro* which I paft, I heard the moft
difmal accounts of thofe things pofîible ; but chief-
ly at Valence, where one Derapine feemed to ex-
ceed even the furies of Inquifitors. One in the
ftreets could have known the new couverts, as

they were paffing by them, by a cloudy dejection
that appeared in their looks and deportment. Such
as endeavoured to make their efcape, and were
feized, (for gùards and fecret agents were fpread
along the whole roads and frontier of France,)
were, if men, condemned to the gallies, and, if
women, to monafteries. To compleat this cru¬
elty, orders were given that fuch of the new cou¬
verts, as did not at their death receive the Sacra-
ment, fhould be denied burial, and that their bo-
dies fhould be left where other dead carcafes were

caft out, to be devoured by wolves or dogs. This
was executed in feveral places with the utmoft bar-
barity : And it gave ail people fo much horror,
that, finding the ill effeél of it, it was let fal1.
This hurt none, but ftruck ail that faw it, even
with more horror than thofe fufferings that were
more felt. The fury that appeared on this occa-
fion did fpread itfelf with a fort of contagion :
For the Intendants and other officers, that had
been mild and gentle in the former parts of their
life, feemed now to have laid afide the compafîion
of Chriftians, the breeding of Gentlemen, and
the common impreffions of humanity. The great¬
eft part of the Clergy, the Regulars efpecially,
were fo tranfported with the zeal that their King
Ihewed on this oecafion, that their fermons were
full of the moft inflamed éloquence that they could

invent,
4
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invent, magnifying their King in ftrains too inde- 1685,
cent and blaiphemous, to be mentioned by me.

I ftaid at Paris tili the beginning of Auguft. I went in-
Barrillon fent to me to look to myfeif ; for the t0
King had let fome words fall importing his fufpi-
cion of me, as concerned in the Duke of Mon-
mouih's bufinefs. Whether this was done on de-
fign, to fee if fuch an infinuation could fright me
away, and fo bring me under fome appearance of
guilt, I cannot tell : For in that time every thing
was deceitfully managed. But I, who knew that
I was not fo much as guilty of concealment, re-
folved not to ftir from Paris till the rébellion was

over, and that the prifoners were examined, and
tried. When that was done, Stouppe, a Briga¬
dier General, told me, that Mr. de Louvoy had
faid to him, that the King was refolved to put an
end to the bufinefs of the Huguenots that feafon :
And, fince he was refolved not to change, he ad-
vifed him to make a Tour into Italy, that he
might not feem to do any thing that oppofed the

, King's lervice. Stouppe told me this in confi¬
dence. So we refolved to make that jdurney toge-
ther. Some thought it was too bold an adventure
in me, after what I had written and adted in the
matters of religion, to go to Rome. But others,
who judged better, thought I ran no hazard in
going thither : For, beiides the high civility,
with which ail ftrangers are treated there, they
were at that time in fuch hopes of gaining Eng-
land, that it was not reafonable to think, that they
would raife the apprehenfions of the Nation, by
ufing any that belonged to it ill : And the de-
ftroying me would not do them the fervice, that
could in any fort balance the préjudice, that might
arife from the noife it would make. And indeed
I met with fo high a civility at Rome, that it fully
juftified this opinion.

Pope Innocent the eleventh, Odefcalchi, knew Ancî Wâ^
who I was the day after I carne to Rome. And ,

Rome.
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1685. he ordered the Captain of the Swifs guards to

tell Stouppe, that he had heard of me, and would
give me a private audience abed, to fave me frorri
the ceremony of the Pantoufle. But I knew the
noife that this would make : So I refolved to avoid
it, and excufed it upon my fpeaking Italian fo ill
as I did. But Cardinal Howard and the Cardinal
d'Eftrees treated me with great freedom. The
latter talked much with me concerning the orders
in our Church, to know whether they had been-
brought down to us by men truly ordained, or
not : For, he faid, they apprehended things would
be much more eafily brought about, if our orders
could be eflreemed valid, tho* given in herefy and
fchifm. 1 told him, I was glad they were pof-
feflfed with any opinion that made the réconci¬
liation more difficult ; but, as for the matter of
fa6t, nothing was more certain, than that the
ordinations in the beginning of Queen Eîizabeth's
reign were canonical and regular. He feemed to
be perfuaded of the truth of this, but lamented
that it was impofîible to bring the Romans to
think fo.

Cardinal Cardinal Howard fhewed me ail his letters from
Howard's England, by which I faw, that thofe who wrote
freedom t0 reckoned, that their defigns were fo well
mt me. tjiat tpey cou}d not mifcarry. They thought,

they Ihould certainly carry every thing in the next
feflion of ParKament. There was a high ftrain of
infolence in their letters : And they reckoned, they
were fo fure of the King, that they feemed to
bave no doubt left of their fucceeding in the re-
duétion of England, The Romans and Italians
were much troubled at ail this : ' For they were
under fuch appréhendons of the growth of the
French power, and had conceived fuch hopes of
the King of England's putting a ftop to it, that
they were forry to fee the King engage himfelf
fo, in the deflgti of changing the religion of his
fubjeéfs, which they thought would create him fo

1 much
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rauch trouble at home, that he would neither i

hâve leifure nor ftrength, to look after the com-
mou concèrns of Europe. The Cardinal told
me, that ail the ad vices writ over from thence
to England were for flow, calm and moderate
courtes. He laid, he willied he was at liberty
to fhew me the copies of them : But he faw vio¬
lent courfes were more acceptable, and would
probably be followed. And he added, that thefè
were the production of England, far différent
from the counfels of Rome.

He alfo told me, that they had not inftruments
enough to work with : For, tho' they were fend-
ing Qver ail that were capable of the Million,
yet he expefted no great matters from them.,
Few of them fpoke true Englifh. They came
over young, and retained ail the, Englifh that
they brought over with them, which was only
the language of boys : But, their éducation be-
ing among ftrangers, they had formed themfelves
fo upon that model, that really they preached as
Frenchmen or Italians in Englifh words ; of
which he was every day warning them, for he
knew this could have no good effedt in Eng¬
land. He alfo fpoke with great fenfe of the pro-
ceedings in France, which he apprehended would
have very ili confequences in England. I fhali
only add one other particular, which vvill fnew
the foft temper of that good natured man.

He ufed me in fuch a manner, that it was much
obferved by many others. So two French Gen¬
tlemen defired a note from me to introduce therqt
to him. Their aefign was to be furnifhed with
Reliques ; for he was then the Cardinal that look-
ed after that matter. One evening I came in to
him as he was very bufy in giving them fome Re¬
liques. So î was cailed in to fee them : And I
whifpered to him in Englifh, that it was famé-
what odd, that a Prieft of the Ghurch of Eng¬
land fhould be at Rome, helping them off with

Vol. IL A a the
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1*684. tlie ware of Babylon. He was fo pleafed with

LATv this, that he repeated it to the others in French ;
and told the Frenchmen, that they fhould tell their
countrymen, how boîd the hereticks, and how
miid the Cardinals were, at Rome.

I llaid in Rome, tiil Prince Borghefe came to
me, and told me it was time for me to go. 1 h ad
got great acquaintance there. And, tho' 1 did
not provoke any to difcourfe of points of contro-
verly, yet I defended myfelf againft ail thofe who
attacked me, with the famé freedom that I had
done in other places. This began to be taken no¬
tice of. So upôn the firft intimation I came away,
and returned bv Marfeilles. And then I went

thro' thofe Southern Provinces of France, that
were at that time a fcene of barbarity and cru-
elty.

Crueîtîes I intended to have gone to Orange : But Telle
in Orange. w*tj1 a gocjy Gf Dragoons was then quartered over

that fmall Principality, and was treating the Pro-
teflants there, in the famé manner that the French
fubjedts were treated in other parts. So I went
not in, but paft near it, and had this account of
that matter, from fome that were the molt conli-
derable men of the Principality. Many of the
neighbourirtg places fled thither from the perfecu-
tion : Upon which a letter was writ to the govern-
ment there, in the name of the King of France,
requiring them to put ail his fubjedls out of their
terri tory. This was hard. Yet they were too
naked and expofed to difpute any thing, with thofe
who could command every thing. So they or-
dered ail the French to withdraw : Upon which
Te-fîe, who commanded in thofe parts, wrote to
them, that the King would be well fatisfied with
the obedience they had given his orders. They
upon this were quiet, and thought there was no
danger. But the next morning Tefle marched
his Dragoons into the Town, and let them loofe
npon them, as he had done upon the fubjeéts of
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France. And they piied as feebly as rrioft df the 1685..
Frénch had done. This was donc while tliat Prin- *—■v—

cipàliry was in the pôïïeffiori of the Prince of
Orange, purifiant' tô an article of the treaty ôf
Nimeguen, of which the King of Eiigland Was
the guaràntee. Whether the Freneh had the King's
cùnfent to this, or if they prefumed upon it, was
not known. It is certain, he ordered two memo-
rials to be given in at tliat Court, coniplàining
of it in very high terms. But nothing followed
on it. And, fome months after, the King of
France did unité Orange to the reft of Provence,
and fuppreffed ail the rig'nts it had, as a diftinct
Principality. The King writ upon it to thé
Princefs of Orange, that he could do no mofe in
that matter, ùrûeis he fhould déclaré war upon it ;
which lie could not think fit for a thing of fucii
fmali importance.

But noW the feffion of Parliament drew on. Another
.And there was a great expeftation of thè iffue of
it. For fome weeks before it met, there wâs fucli ,r'enU"
a nuniber of Refugees coming over every day,
who fet about a moft difmal récital of the perfecu-
tion in France, and that in fo many infiances that
were crying and odious, that, tho9 ail endeavours
were ufed to leiTen the clamour this had raifed,
yet the King did not ftick openly to condemn it,
avboth unchriftiân and unpolitick. Fie took pains
to clear the Jefuits of it, and laid the blâme of it
chiefiy on the King, on Madame de Maintenon,
and the Archbifhop of Paris. He fpoke often of
ip with fuch vehemence, tshat there feemed to be '
an affeftation in it. He did more. He was very
kind to the Refugees. He was libéral to many
of them. Fie ordered a brief foi4 a charitable
colleflion over the Nation for them ail : Upon
which gteat fums were fent in. They were depo-
(ited in good hands, and well diftributed. The
King âlfo ordered them to be denifen'd without
paving the fee's, and gave them great iffîmupitiesi
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168.5. So that in ail there came over firft and laft, be-

tween forty and fifty thoufand of that Nation.
Here was Tue 11 a féal inftance of the cruel and per-
iecuting fpirit of Popery, wherefoever it prevaiied,
that few could reftft this conviétion. So that ail
mén confefied, that the French perfecution came
very feafon.ably to awaken the Nation, and open
mens eyes' in fo critical a conjunélure : For upon
this feÛion of Parliament ail did dépend.

The When it was opened, the King told them how
Iving's happy his forces had heen in reducing a dangerous
ïpeech rébellion, in whieh it had appeared, how weak
tas Te il. irïfjgnifkant the Militia was : And therefore

he faw the neceffity of keeping up an Army for
ail their Tecurity. Fie had put fome in commif-
iidn, qF whofe ioyalty he was Hvell afïured : And
tliey had ferved him fo well, that he would not
put that affront on them and on himfelf, to turn
them ont. Ile told them, ail the world faw, and
they had .Rit the happinefs of a good underftand»
ing between him and his Parliament : So he
hoped, nothing Ihould be done on their part to
interrupt it -, as he, 011 his own part, would ob-
ferve ail that he had promifed.

Thus he fell upon the two moft unacceptable
points that he could have found out ; which were,
a ftanding Army, and a violation of the Act of
the Tê'ft. There were fome debates in the Houfe
of Lords about thanking the King for his fpeech.
h was preffed by the Courtiers, as a piece of re-
fpc-6l that was always paid. To this fome an-
fwered, that was done when there were gracious
affurances given. On l'y the Earl of Devonfhire
faid, he was for giving thanks, becaufe the King
Had fpoken out fo plainly, and warned them of
what they might look for. It was carried in the
Houfe fo make an addrefs of thanks for the fpeech.
The Lord Guilford, North, was now dead. He
was.a çralty and defigning man. He had no mind
to part wïth the "gréât Seal : And yet he faw, he

could
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could not hold it without an entire çompji- i6-8ç.
ance with the pleafure of the Court. Àn appeal
againft a decree of his had been brought before
the Lords in the former ieffion : And it was not

only reverfed with many fevere refieélions on him
that made it, but the Earl of Nottingham, who
hated him becaufe he had endeavoured to detr'a$:
frorn his father's memory, had got together fo
many inftances of his iîl adminiftration of juftice,
that he expofed him feverely for it. And, it was
believed, that gave the crïfîs to the uneafinefs and
diftraâion of mind he was labouring urider. He
îanguifhed for fome rime and died defpifed, and'
ill thought of by the whole Nation.

Nothing but his fucceffor made him be remem- JefFeries
bered with regret : For Jefferies had the Seals.
He had been made a Peer wfile he was Cffief chançel-
Jufrice, which had not been done for fome âges : lor.
But he affebted to be an original in every thing,
A day or two after the feiïion was opened, the
Lords went upon the confideration of the King's
fpeech : And, when fome began to make remayks
upon it, they were told, that by giving thanks
for the fpeech, they had precluded themielves from
finding fault with ariy part of it. This was re-
jedted with indignation, and put an end to that
compliment of giving thanks for a fpeech, when
there was no fpecial reafon for it. The Lords
Halifax, Nottingham, and Mordaunt, were the
chief arguers amcng the temporal Lords, The
Bifhop of London fpoke oftçn likewifè : And twice
ç>r thrice he faid, he fpoke not only his own fe#Je„
but the fenfe of that whole Bench. They faid,
the Teft was now the befl' fence they had for their
religion : If they gave up fo great a point, ad
the reft would foon follow : And if the Kigg
might by his authority fuperfede fuch a îaw, for-
tifièd with fo many claufes, and above ail wïrh
that of an incapacity, it was in. vain to think of
law any morç : The government would becorné
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j6S5. arbitrary and abfolute, JefFeries began to argue

|n his rough manner : Bqt he was foôn taken
down ; it appearing, fhat how furioufly foever he
raved on the Bençh, where he played the tyrant,
yet where others might fpeak with hjm.ori equal
terms, he was a very contemptible man : And he
received as great a mortification, as fuch a brutal

• man was capable of.
But as the fcene lay in the Houfe of Gommons,

fo the debates there were more important. A pro-
jedt was offered for inaking the Militia more

'Phe ufeful in order to the difbanding the Army. But,
Commons to °PP°^e that» the Court, fhewed, how great a,
ariarefs danger we had lately efcaped, and how much of
the King ap ill leaven yet remained in the Nation, fo that
for ob- jt was necehary a force fhould be kept up. The
the'law Court mpved tor a fubfidy, t'ne King having been

at much extraordinary charge in reducing the late
febellion. Many, that were refolved to afîert the
bufinefs pf ^the Teft with great nrmnefs, thought,
the vpting of mpney firft was the decenteft way of
managing the oppoficion tp the Court : Whereas
others oppofed this, having often obferved, that
the voting pf money was the gping up the whole
fefiion to the Court. The'Court wrought on many
weah-men with this topick, that'the only way to
gain the Kin'g, and to difpofe him to agree to thern
in the bufinefs of the Teft, was to begin with the
fupply. This had fo great an eftect, that it wa§
çarried opîy by one vote to confider the King's
fpeech, before they fhould procecd to the fupply.
ït was underftpcd, that when they received fatis-
fadlipn in other things, they were refolved to give
500000 L

They wept next to confider the Acft about the
Teft, and the violations of it, wjth the King'§
fpeeph uppn that hgad. The reafoning was ciear
and full op the one hand. The Court offered no-

thing on the other hand in the way of argument,
but the danger of offending the King, and of
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raifing a mifunderftanding between him and them. 1685.
So the whole Houfe went i'n unanirrïoufly into a
vote for an addrefs to the King, that he would
maintain the laws, in particular that concerning
the Teft. But with that they offered to pafs a
bili, for indemnifying thofe who had broken that
law ; and were ready to have confidered them in
the fupply that they intended to give.

The King expreffed his refentments of this with The ICing
much vehemence, when the addrefs was brought !P,u; h
to him. He faid, fome men intended to difturb j-jth
the good correfpondence that was between him
and them, which would be a great préjudice to
the Nation : He had declared his mind fo pofi-
tively in that matter, that he hoped, they would .

not have meddled with it : Yet, he faid, he would
flili obferve ail the promifes that he had made.
This made fome reflect on the violations of the
édidt of Nantes, by many of the late edibts that
were fet ont in France, before the laft that repeal-
ed it, in which the King of France had always
declared, that he would maintain that edidt, even
when the breaches made upon it were the moft vi-
lible' and notorious. The Houle, upon this rough
anfwer, was in a high fermentation. Yet, when
one Cook faid, that they were Finglifhmen, and
were riot to be threatned, becaufe this feemed to
be a want of refpecl, they fent him to the Tower \
and obliged 1dm to alk pardon for thofe indécent
words. But they refolved to infift on their ad¬
drefs, and then to proceed upon the pétitions con¬
cerning dédiions'. And now thofe, that durft not
open their mouth before, fpokc with much force
upon this head. They faid, it was a point upon
which the Nation expebted juftice, and they had a
right to cl ai m it. And it was probable, they
would have condemned a great many eledtions ;
For an intimation was fet round,- that ail thofe
who had ftuck to the intereft of the Nation, in
the main points then before them, fhould be cho-
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1685* xen over again, tho' it fhould be found that their

eledtion was void, and that a new wrjt fhould go
eut. By this means thofe pétitions were now en-
couraged, and were like to have a fair jhearings
and a juft decifion : And it was believed, that the
abjeft Courtiers would have been voted ont,

The Par- The King faw, that both Hoqfes were now fo
îiAment fixed, that he could carry nothing in either of
rogued?" them, unlefs he would départ from his fpeech,

and let the Â61 of the Teft take place. So he
prorogued the Parliament, and kept it by repeat-
ed prorogations ftill on foot for about a year and
a half, but wjthout holding a feffion. Âll thofe,
who had either fpoken or voted for the Tefl, were
foon after this difgraced, and turned out of their
places, tho' many of thefe had ferved the King
hitherto with great obfequioufnefs and much zeah
He called for many of them, and fpoke to them
very earneftîy upon that fubjeét in his clofet : Up-
on which the term of çlofeting was much tofled
about. Many of thefe gave him very flat and
hardy déniais : Others, tho' more filent, yet were
no lefs fteady. So that, when, after a long prac-
tice both of threatning and ill ufage on the one
Jiand, and of promifes and corruption on the
ether, the King faw he could not bring them intp
a compliance with him, he at laft diiToived the
Parliament : By which he threw off a body of
men, that were in ail other refpects fure to him,
and that would have accepted a very moderate ia-
tisfadtion from him at any time. And indeed in
ail England it would not have been eafy to have
found five hundred men, fo weak, fo poor, and
fo devoted to the Court, as thefe were. So hap-
pily was the Nation taken out of their hands, by
the precipitated violence pf a bigotted Court.

The kord Soon after the prorogation, the Lord Delamer
^d'^and ^'as krouglît tp his trial. Spme witneiTès. fworeïqukted. £reahon againft him only upon report, that

hp had defigqed to make a rébellion in Cheflijre,
and
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and to join with the Duke of Monmouth. But, 1685.
fi nce thofe fwore only upon hear-fay, that was no \4r\r*
evidence in law. One witnefs fwore home agairiil
him, and againft two other Gentlemen, who, as
he faid, were in company with him -, and that
treafonable melfages were then given to him by
tKe.m ail to carry to fome others. That which
gave the greateft crédit to the evidence was, that
this Lord had gone from London fecretly tp
Chelhire, at the time of the Duke of Mon-
mouth's la.nding, and that after he had ftaid a
day or two in that Country, he had corne up as
fecretly to London. This looked fufpicious, and
made it to be believed, that he went to try what
could be done. The crédit of that fingle witnefs
was overthrown by many unqueftionable proofs,
by which it appeared that the two Gentlemen,
who he faid met with that Lord in Chelhire, werç
ail ahat while ftill in London. The witnefs, to
gajn the more crédit, had brought others into the
plot, by the common fate of falfe fwearers, who
bring in fuch circumltances to fupport their evi¬
dence, as they think will make it more crédible,
but, being ill laid, give a handle £0 thofe con>
cerned to find out their fajfhood. And that was
the cafe of this witnefs : For, tho' little doubt
was made of the truth of that which he fwore
againft this Lord, as to the main of his evidence,
yet he had addêd fuch a mixture of fallhood tp
it, as being fuliy proved deftroyed the evidence.
As for thç feeret journey to and again between

^London and Chelhire, that Lord faid, he had
bcen long a prifoner in the Tower upon bare fufpi-
cion : He had no mind to be lodged again there :
So he refolved in that time of jealoufy to go out
pf the way : And hearing that a child, of which
he was very fond, was fick in Chelhire, he went
thither : f^nd hearing from his Lady that Fis
eldeft fon was very ill at London, he made hafte
Jback sgain. This was weji proved by his phyfi-

cians
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1685. dans and domefticks, tho' it was a thing of very

ill appearance, that he made fuch journies fo quick
and fo fecretly at fuch a time. The Soliciter Ge¬
neral, Finch, purfuant to the dodtrine he had main-
tained in former trials, and perhaps to atone for the
zeal he had fhewed in the Houfe of Commons,
for maintaining the A6t of the Teft, made a vio¬
lent déclamation, to prove that one witnefs with
prefumptions was fufRcient to convift one of high
trealbn. The Peers did unanimoufty acquit the
Lord. So that trial ended to the great joy of the
whole Town; which was nôw turned to be as much
againft the Court, as it had beèn of date years for
it. Finch had been continuéd in his employment
only to lay the load of this judgment upon him :
And he adted his part in it with his ufual vehemence.
He was prefently after turned out. And Powis
fucceeded him, who was a compliant yoiing alpir-
ing Lawyer, tho'. iii himfelf he was no ill natured
man. Now the pofts in the law began to be again
taken care of : For it was refôlved to a£t a piece of
pageantry in Weftminfter-Hall, with-which the next
year began.

1686. Sir Edward Haies, a Gentleman of a noble fa-
mily in Kent, declared himfelf a Papift, tho' he

u^orTrhe ^ifguifed ^ » an^ c>nce t0 mY ^AéTfbr foîemnly denied it, that I was led from thence to
the Teft. fee, there was no crédit to be given to that fort of

men, where their Church 01* religion was concern-
ed. He had an employment: And not taking the
Teft, his coachman was fet up to. inform againft
him, and to daim the 500 1. that the law gave to

Many the informer. When this wasto bebrought to trial, •
Judges çhg Judges were fecretly afked their opinions : And
oT fuch as were not cléar, to judge as the Court did

dired, were turned out : And upon two or thrëè
canvaftings the half of them were difmiflèd, and
others of more pliable and obedient underftandings
were put in their places. Sorne of thefe were weak

apd
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and ignorant to à fcandal. The fuit went on in a 1686.
feeble profecution: And in Trinity Term judg-
ment was given.

_ Herbert,
There was a new Çhief Juftice found out, very C'hief Juf-

différent indeed from Jefferies, Sir Edward Her- tIcp Slves
bert. He was a well bred and a virtuous m an, f^r°gtjfgnC
generous, and good natured, He was but an in- King's
différent Lawyer i ànd had gone to Ireland to End difpenfing

. pradtice and preferment the're. He unhappily got P°wer.
into a fet of very high notions with relation to the
King's prérogative, His gravity and virtues gave
him great advantages, chiefly his fuceeedirjg fuch a
monfter as had gone before him. So he, beiwg
found to be a fit tool, was, vWthout any applica¬
tion of his own, raifed up ail at once to this high
pofb. Aftèr the coachman's caufe had been argued
with a mofl indecent coldnels, by thofe who were
made ufe of on defign to expofe and betray it, it
was faid, in favour of the prérogative, that the
government of England was entirely in the King:
That the Crown was an Impérial Crown, the im¬
portance of which was, that it was abfolute : AU
pénal laws were powers lodged in the Crowft, to
enable the King to force the exécution of the law,
but were not bars to limit or bind up the King's
power : The King could pardon ail offences againft
.the law, and forgive the penalties : And why could
not he as weil difpenfe with them ? A6ts of Par¬
lement had been oft fuperfeded : The Judges had
fome times given directions in their charges at Cir¬
cuits, to enquire after fome A£is of Parliarrçent no
more : Of which one late infiance happén'd during
the former reign : An A Cl paffed conccrning the
fize of carts and waggons, with many penalties
upon the tranfgreffors : And yet, when it appear-
ed that the model prefcribed in the ACt was not
praticable, the Judges gave direction not to exer
eute the A6t.

; '
- Thefe
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Thefe were the arguments brought to fupport the

King's difpenfing power. In oppofition to this it
was faid, tho' not at the bar, yet in the common
difcourle of the Town, that if penalties did arife
only by virtue of the King's Proclamation, it was
réafonable that the power of difpenfing fhould be
only in the King : But fince the prérogative was
both conflituted and limited by law, and fince pe¬
nalties were impoied to force thé obfervatïon of laws,
that were neceffary for the publick fafety, it was an
overturning the who'Ie government, and the chang-
ing it from a légal into a defpotick form, to fay
that laws, made and decîared not to be capable of
bfcing difpenfed-with, where one of the penalties
was an incapacity, which by a maxim of law can-
not be taken away, even by a pardon, fhould at
the pleafure of the Prince be difpenfed with : À
fine was alfo fet by the Aâ: on ofFenders, but not
given to the King, but to the informer which there-
by became his. So that the King could no more
pardon that, than. he could difcharge the debts of
the fubjeéfs, and take away property: Laws of
fmall confequence, when a vifible error not obferv-
ed in making them was afterwards found out, like
that of the fize of carts, might well be iuperfeded :
For the intention of the Legiflature being the good
of the fubjedt, that is aiways to be prefumed for
the repeal of an impradlicable law. But it was not
reafonable to infer from thence, that a law made
For the fecurity of the government, with the m oit
effedlual claufes that could be contrived, on defign
to force the exécution of it, even in bar to the
power of the prérogative, fhould be made fo pre-
carious a thing, efpecially when it was fo îately
afferted with fo much vigour by the reprefentatives
of the Nation. It was faid, that, tho' this was
now only appfied to one ftatute, yet the famé force
of reafon would hold to annul ail our laws : And the

penalty being that which is the life of the law, the
difpenfing with penalties might foon be carried fo
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far, as to difïblve the vvhofe government : And the 1686.
fecurity that the fubjecls had were only from the v-nr—»
laws, or rather from the penalties, fince laws with-
out thefe were feeble things, which tied men only
according to their own diicretion.

Thus was this matter toffed about in the argu¬
ments, with which allpeoples mouths were now fill-
ed. But Judges, v/ho are beloreliand determined how
to give their opinions, wili not be much moved
even by the ftrongeft arguments. The ludicrous
©nés ufed Qn this occafion at the bar were rather a

farce, fit ter for a mock trial in a play, than fuch
as becamc men of learning in fo important a mat¬
ter. Great expeclations were raifed, to hear with
what arguments the Judges would maintain the
judgment that they fîiould give. But they made
nothing of it; and without any arguing gave
judgment for the défendant, as if it had been in a
caufe of courfe.

Now the matter was as much fettled, as a deci- Admirai^
fion in the King's Bench could fettle it. Yet fo rîcrbef-3
little regard had the Chief Juftice's nearell friends lrînne 1
to his opinion in this particular, that his brother,
Admirai Herbert, being preiïed by the King to pro-
mife that he would vote the repeal of the Teft, an-
fwered the King very plainly, that he could not do
it either in honour nor confcience. The King faid,
he knew he was a man of honour, but the reft of
his life did not look like a man that had great re¬
gard to confcience. He anfwered boldly, he had
his faults, but they were fuch, that other people,
who talked more of confcience, were guilty ef the
like. He was indeed a man abandoned to luxury
and vice. But, tho' he was poor, and had much
to lofe, having places to the value of 4000 1. a
year, he chofe to lofe them ail rather than comply.
This made much noife For as he had a great ré¬
putation for his conduft in fea affairs, fo he had
been moft paflionately zealous in the King's fêrvice»
from his firft fetting but to that Qay. - It appeared
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1686. by this, that no paft fervices would be confidered,

if men were not refolved to cômply in every thing.
The door was now opened. So ail regard to the
Teft was laid aftde. And ail men that intended tô

recommend themfelves took employments, and ac-
cepted of this difpenfing power. Thiâ was done
even by fome of thofe who continued ftill Prote-
ftants, tho' the far greater number of them Conti¬
nued to qualify themfelves according to law.

Father Many of the Papifts, that were men of quiet or
Peter a Gf fearful tempers, did not like thefe methods.
ràhf1- They thought the Priefts went too faft, and the
vour." Ring was too eager in purfuing every thing that

was faggefted by them. One Peter, defcended
from a noble family, a man of no learning, nor
any way famed for his virtue, but who made ail up
in boîdnefs and zeal, was the Jefuit of them ail
that feemed animated with the moft courage. He
had, during the Popifh plot, been introduced to the
King, and had fuggefted things, that fhewed him
a refolute and undertaking man. Upon that the
King looked on him as the fitteft man to be fet at
the head of his counfels. So he was now confider-
ed, as the perfon who of ail others had the greateft
crédit. He applied himfelf moft to the Earl of
Sunderland, and was for fometime chiefîy direéled
by him.

The King The maxim that the King fet up, and about
cieciared which he entertained ail that were about him, was,

WaPcn°" t^ie §reat: ^aPP^nel"s an univerfal toleration. On
this the King ufed to enlarge in a great variety of
topicks. Pie faid nothing was more reafonable,
more chriftian, and more politîck : And he refleCt-
ed much on the Church of England, for the feve-
rities with which Diffenters had been tréated. This,
how true or juft foever it might be, yet was ftrange
doctrine in the mouth of a profeifed Papift, and of
a Prince on whofe accouat, and by whofe direction,
the Church party had been, indeed but too obfe-
quiouftv, pufhed on to that rigouc; But, fince the

Church
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Church party co.uld not be brought to' comply
with the defign of the Court, applications were
now made to the DiiTenters : And ail on a fudden
the Churchmen were difgraced, and the DiiTenters
were in high favour. Chief Juftice Herbert went
thé Weftern Circuit after Jefferies's bloody one.
And now ail was grâce and favour to them. Their
former fuffe rings were much refleéfed on, and*pi-
tied. Every thing was offered that could alleviate
their fufferings. Their teachers were now encou-
raged to fet up their Conventicles again, which
had been difcontinued, or held very lécretly, foi-
four or five years. Intimations were every where
given, that the King would not have them, or their
meetings, to be difturbed. Some of them began
to grow infolent upon this fhew of favour. But
wifer men among them faw thro' ail this, and per-
ceived the delign of the Papifts was now, to fet on
the DiiTenters againft the Church, as much as they
had formerly fet the Church againft them: And
therefore, tho' they returned to their Conventicles,
yet they had a juft jealoufy of the ill deligns, that
lây hid under ail this fudden and unexpeéted fhew
of grâce and kindnefs : And they took care not to
provoke the Church party.

Many of the Clergy adted now a part that made The Cler-
good amends for paft errors. They began to preach
generally againft Popery, which the DiiTenters didp0inrs of
not. They fet themfelves to ftudy the points of contro-
controverly. And upon that there followed a great verh vvl-h
variety of fmall books, that were ealfly purchafed
and foon read. They examined ail the points of cef?. "
Popery with a folidity of judgment, a clearnefs of
arguing, a depth of learning, and a vivacity of
writing, far beyond any thing that had before that
time appeared in our language. The truth is,
they were very unequally yoked : For, if they are
juftly to be reckoned among the beft writers that
have yet appeared on the Proteftant fi.de, thoié they
wrote againft were certainly among the weakeft that

4 • had
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1686. had e'ver appeared on the Popifh hde. Their books

v—«y—«o were poojly but infolently writ -, and had no other
learning in them, but what was taken out of fome
French writers, which they put into very bad
Englifh: So that a vi&ory over them need have
been but by a mean performance.

This had a mighty effeét on the whole Nation :
Even thofe who could not fearch things to the bot-
torn, yet were amazed at the great inequality that
appeared in this engagement. The Papifis, who
knew what fervice the Biihop of Meaux's book
had done in France, refolved to purfue the famé
method here in feveral treatifes, which they entitled
" Papifts reprelented and mifreprefented;" to which
fuch clear anlwers were writ, that what effeét foever
that artifice might have, where it was iupported by
the authority of a great King, and the terror of ill
ulage, and a dragoonade in conclufion, yet it fuc-
ceeded fo ill in England, that it gave occafion to
enquire into the true opinions of that Church, not¬
as fome artful writers had difguifed them, but as
they were laid down in the books that are of autho¬
rity among them, fuch as the dédiions of Councils
received among them, and their eftablifhed Offices,
aiîd as they are held at Rome, and in ail thofe coun-
tries where Popery prevails without any intermix¬
ture with hereticks, or apprehenfion of them, as in
Spam and Portugal. This was done in fo authen-
tical a m anner, that Popery it feif was never fo
well underflood by the Nation, as it came to be

The- per- upon this occafion.fons who Xhe perfons, who both managed and direded
WCrfî 1 7 o

chiefly this controverfial v/ar, were chiefly Tillotfon, Stil-
engaged lingfieet, Tennifon, and Patrick. Next them were
m thb. Sherlock, Williams, Claget, Gee, Aldrich, Atter-

bury, Whitby, Hooper, and above ail thefe, Wake,
who having been long in France, Ghaplain to the
Lord Prefton, brought over with him many curious
difcoveries, that were both ufèfuï and furprifing.
Befides the chief writers of thofe books of contro-

3 verfy,
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verfy, there were many fermons preached and print- 1686".
ed on thofe heads, that did very much edify the l/YV
whole Nation. And this matter was managed with
that concert, that for the moft part once a week
fome nevv book or fermon came out, which both in-
ftruéted and animated thofe who read them. There
were but very few profelytes gained to Popery:
And thefè were fo inconfiderable, that they were
rather a reproach than an honour to them. Wal-
ker, the head of Univerfity Collège, and five or fix
more at Oxford, declared themfelves to be of that
religion ; but with this branch of infamy, that they
had continued for feveral years complying with the
doëtrine and worfhip of the Church of England
after they were reconciled to the Church of Rome.
The Popifh Priefts were enraged at this oppo-
fition made by the Clergy, when they faw their re¬
ligion fo expofed, and themfelves fo much de-
fpifed. They faid, it was ill manners and want
of duty, to treat the King's religion with fo much
contempt.

It was refolved to proceed feverely againft fome Dr. Sharp
of the preachers, and to try if by that means they In trou-
might intimidate the reft. Dr. Sharp was the Rec-
tor of St. Giles's, and was both a very pious man3
and one of the moil popuîar preachers of the âge,
who had a peculiar talent of reading his fermons
with much life and zeal. He received one day, as
he was coming out of the pulpit, a paper fent him,
as he believed, by a Prieft, containing a fort of
challenge upon fome points of controverfy, touch-
td by him in fome of his fermons. Upon this, he,
not knowing to whom he fhould fend an anfvver,
preached a ferrnon in anfwer to it : And, after he
had confuted it, he concluded fhewing how un-
reafonable it was for Proteftants, to change their
religion on fuch grounds. This was carried te
Court, and reprefented there, as a refleëlion on thç
King for changing on thofe grounds.

Vol. IL B b The
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The information, as to the words pretended to

be fpoken by Sharp, was falie, as he himfelf affur-
e<^ me' ^ut' wifhopt enquiring into that, the

London hTrl of Sunderland fent an order to the Bifhop of
reqtuired London, in the King's name, requiring him to
to fufpend fufpend Sharp immediately, and then to examine
him. t^e mat|-er> xhe Bifhop anfwered, that he had no

power to proceed in fuch a fummary way :* But, if
an accufation were brought into his Court in a re-
gular way, he would proceed to .fuch a cenfure, as
could be warranted by the Ecclefiaftical law: Yet,
he faid, he would do that which was in his power,
and fhould be upon the matter a fufpenfion ; for he
defired Sharp to abftain from officiating, till the mat¬
ter ihould.be better underftood. But to lay fuch a
cenfure on a Clergyman, as a fufpenfion, without
proof, in a judiciary proceeding, was contrary both

Which he to law and juftice. Sharp went to Court to fhew
could not tlie notes of his fermon, which he was ready to

iwear were thofe from which he had read it,
by which the falfhood of the information would
appear. But, fince he was not fufpended, lie was
not admitted. Yet he was let alone. And it was

* refolved to proceed againft the Bifhop of London
for contempt.

An Eccle- Jefieries was much funk at Court, and Herbert
fmkical was the moft in favour. But now Jefferies, to re-

commend himfelf, offered a bold and illégal advice,
up. ^or fetting up an Ecclefiaftical Commiflion, with¬

out calling it the High Commiflion, pretending it
was only a ftanding Court of Delegates. The Aét
that put down the High Commiflion in the year
3 640 had provided by a clauje, as fuil as could be
conceived, that no Court fhould be ever fet up for
th.ofe matters, befides the ordinary Ecclefiaftical
Courts. Yet in contempt of that a Court was
credted, with full power to proceed in a fummary
and arbitrary way in ail Ecclefiaftical matters, with¬
out limitations to any rule of law in their proceed-
ings. This ftretch of the fupremacy, fo contrary

te
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to iaw, was afîumed by a King, whofe religion 1686".
made him condemn alî that fupremacy, that thé
law had veftea in the Crown.

The perfons, with whom this power was lodgêd,
were the Archbifhop of Canterbury, and the Bi-
fhops of Durefme and Rochefter, and the Lord
Chancellor, the Lord Treafurer, and Lord Chief
Juftice, the Lord Chancellor being made Prefident
in the Court " fine quo non-," for thev would triift
this to no other management. The Bifhop of Lon-
don was marked ont to be the firft facrifice. San-
croft lay filent at Lambeth. He feemed zeaîous
againft Popery in private difcourfe: But he was of
fuch a timorous temper, and fo fet on the enrich-
ing his nephew, that he fhewed 110 fort of courage.
He would not go to this Court, when it was firft
opened, and déclaré againft it, and give his reafons
why he could not fit and aft in it, judging it to be
againft law : But he contented himfèlf with his not
going to it. The other two Bifhops were more
compliant. Durefme was lifted up with it, and
faid, now his name would be recorded in hiftory :
And, when fome of his friends reprefented to him
the danger of adting in a Court fo illegally confti-
tuted, he faid, he could not live if he ftiould lofe
the King's gracious fmiles : So low, and fo Favvning
was he. Dolben, Archbifhop of York, died this
year. So, as Sprat had fucceeded him ih Rochefter,
he had fome hopes let fall of fucceeding likêwife in
York. But the Court had laid it clown for a max-

im, to keep ail the great Sees, that fiiould become
"

vacant, ftill empty, tiil they might fill them to
their ov/n mind : So he was miftaken in his ex-

pedlations, if he ever had them.
The Bifhop of London was the firft perfon,The Bf-

tliat was fummoned to appear before this new Court.ftoP ,of
He was attended by many perfons of great Qiiality,
which gave a new offence : And the Lord Chan-before ic.
ceilor treated him in that brutal way, that was now
become as it were natural to him. The Bifhop faid,

B b 2 , here
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ï686. herewas a new Court of which he knew nothing :

Cw So he defired a copy oF the commiffion that au-
thorifed them. And after he had drawn out the
matters by delays for fome time, hoping that the
King might acccpt of fome général and refpeétful
fubmiffion, and fo let the matter fall, at laft he
came to make his defence, ail feeret methods to
divert the ftorm proving ineffedtual. The firft
part of it, was an exception to the authority of the
Court, as being not only founded on no law, but
contrary to the exprefs vvords of the A£t ;of Par-
liament, that put down the High Commiffion.
Yet this point was rather infinuated, than urged
with the force that might have been ufed : For it
was faid, that, if the'Biffiop ffiould infift too much
on that, it would draw a much heavier meafure
of indignation on him -, therefore it was rather
opened, and modeftly reprefented to the Court,
than ftrongly argued. But it may be eafily believed,
that thofe who fate by virtue of this illégal Com¬
miffion would maintain their own authority. The
other part of the Biffiop of London's plea was,
that he had obeyed the King's orders, as far as he
legally could *, for he had obliged Dr. Sharp to aét
as a man that was fufpended ; but that he could
not lay an Ecclefiaftical cenfure on any of his
Clergy without a procefs, and articles, and fome
proof brought. This was juftified by the confiant
praétice of the Ecclefiaftical Courts, and by the
judgment of ail l'awyers. But arguments, how
ftrong foever, are feeble things, when a fentence
is refolved on before the caufe is heard. So it
was propofed, that he fhould be fufpended during
the King's Pleafure. The Lord Chancellor, and
the poor-fpirited Biffiop of Durelfne were for
this : But the Earl and Biffiop of Rochefter, and
the Lord Chief Juftice Herbert, were for acquit-
ting him. There was not fo much as a colour of
law to fupport the fentence : So none could be
given.

But
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But the King was refolved to carry this point, 1686.

and ipoke roundly about it to the Earl of Rochefter. -v-o
He faw lie muft either concur in the fentence, or vvjas
part with the White Staff. So he yielded. And the e
Bifhop was fufpended ab ofHcio. They did not
think fit to medd'le with his revenues. For the
îawyers had fettled that point, that "bénéfices were
of the nature of freeholds. So, if the fentence
had gone to the temporalties, the Bifhop would
have had the matter tried over again in the
King's-Bench, where he was like to find good
juftice, Herbert not being fatisfied with the legality
and juftice of the fentence. While this matter
was in dependence, the Princefs of Orange thought
it became her, to interpofe a little in the Bifhop's
favour. He had confirmée!, and married her. So
fhe wrote to the King, earneftly begging him to be
gentle to the Bifhop, who ftie could not think
would offend willingly. She alfo wrote to the
Bifhop, expreffing the great fhare fhe took in the
trouble he was fallen into. The Prince wrote to

him to the famé Purpofe. The King wrote an
anfwer to the Princefs, refiedting feverely on the
Bifhop, not without fome fharpnefs on her for
meddling in fuch matters. Yet the Court feemed
tineafy, when they faw they had gained fo poor a
vibtory : For now the Bifhop was more confidered
than ever. His Ciergy, for ail the fufpenfion,
were really more governed by the fecret intima¬
tions of his pleafure, than they had been by his
authority before. So they refolved to corne off as
well as they could. Dr. Sharp was admitted to
offer a général pétition, importing how forry he
was, to find himfelf under the King's difpleafure :
Upon which he was difmifled with a gentle repri-
mand, and fuffered to return to the exercife of
his funbtion. According to the form of the Ec-
clefiaftical Courts, a perfon under fuch a fufpen¬
fion muft make a fubmifîion within fix months :

Otherwife he may be proceeded againft as obftinate.
B b 3 So,
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1686. So, fix months after the fentence, the Bifhop fent a
wv-w pétition to the King, defiring to be reftor'd to the

exercife of his Epiicopal funbtion. But he made
no acknowledgment of any fault. So this had

v no other efFeét, but that it ftopt ail further pro-
ceedings : Only the fufpenfion lay ftill on him. I
have laid ail this matter together, tho' the pro-
grefs of it ran into the year eighty-feven.

Affairs in Arfairs in Scotland went on much at the famé
Scodand, rate as tpey jn England. Some few profelytes

were gained. But as they were very few, fo they
could do little fervice to the fide to which they
joined themlelves. The Earl of Perth prevailed
with his Lady, as fhe was. dying, to change her
religion. And in a very few weeks after her death
he married very indecently a fifter of the Duke of
Gordon's. They were firft confins: And yet,
without ftaying for a difpeniation from Rome,
they ventured on a marriage, upon the affurances
that they laid their Confefibr gave them, that it
wouîd be eafily obtained. But Pope Innocent was
a ftiff man, and did not grant thoie things eafily :
So that Cardinal Ploward could not at firft obtain
it. The Pope faid, thefe were ftrange converts,
that would venture on luch a thing without firft
obtaining a difpenfation. The Cardinal pretended,
that new converts did not fo lbon underftand the
lav/s of the Church : But he laid before the Pope
the ill confequences of offending converts of fuch
importance. So he prevailed at laft, not without
great diificuky. The Earl of Perth fet up a pri-
vate Chapel in the Court for Mais, which was not
kept fo private, but that rnany frequented it.

A tu malt The Town of Edinburgh was much alarmed at
bu-^h""' t1n^s* J^nc^ ^ie ra^^'^e ^ro^e with fuch fury, thatJ' '

they defaced every thing in the Chapel. And if
the Earl of Perth had not been conveyed away in
difguife, he had very probably fallen a facrifice to
popular rage. The guards upon the alarm came,
and dilperfed the rabble. Some were taken : And

one
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one that was a ringleader in the tumult was exe- 1686.
cuted for it. When he was at the place of exe-
cution, he told one of the Minifters of the Town,
that was with him afîifting him with his prayers,
that he was ofrered his lrfe, if he would-accufe the
Duke of Queerîfborough, as the perfon that had
fet on the tumult, but he would not fave his life by
fo falfe a calumny. Mr. Macom, the Minifter,
was an honeft but weak man. So, when the cri-
minai charged him to make this difcovery, he did
not call any of thofe who were prefent to bear
witnefs of it : But in the fimplicity of his heart he
went from the exécution to the Archbifhop of St.
Andrews, and told him what had paft. The
Archbifhop acquainted theDuke of Queenfborough
with it. And he writ to Court, and complaine'd of
it. The King ordered the matter to be examined.
So the poor Minifter, having no witnefs to atteffc
what the criminal had faid to him, was declared
the forger of that calumny. And upon that he
was turned out. But how feverely foever thofe in
âuthority may handle a poor incautious man, yet
the pnblick is apt to judge true. And, in this
cafe, as the Minifter's weaknefs and misfortune was

pitied, fo the Ëârl of Perth's malice and treachery
was as much detefted.

In fummer this year, the Earl of Murray, a Parlîa-
another new couvert, was fent the King's Com- ment held
miflioner to hold a Parliament in Scotland, and ^er£a
to try if it would be more compilant than the
Englifh Parliament had been. The King did by
his letter recommend to them, in very earneft
words, the taking off ail pénal laws and tefts re-
lating to religion. And ail poffîble methods were
ufed to prevail on a majority. But two accidents
happened before the opening the Parliament, which
made great impreflîon on the minds of many.

Whitford, fon to one of their Bijhops before
the wars, had turned Papift. He was the perfon
tliat killed Dariftaus in Holland. And, that he

B b 4 might
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might get out of Cromwell's reach, he had go ne
into the Duke of Savoy's fervice : and was there,
when the lait înahacre was committed on the Vau -

dois. He had committed many barbarous murders
with his own hands, and had a fmail penfion given
hirn after the Reftoration. He died a few days be-
fore the Parliament met j and called for fome Mi-
nifters, and to them decJared his forfaking of Po-
pery, and his abhorrence of it for its cruelty. He
faia, he had been guilty of fome execrable mur¬
ders in Piedmont, both of women and children,
which had purfued him with an intolérable horror
of mind ever after. He hadgone to Priefts of ail
forts, the ftricteft as well as the eafieft : And they
had juftified him in what he had done, and had
given him abfolution. But his confcience purfued
him fo, that he died as in defpair, crying out
againft that bloody religion.

The other was more folernn. Sir Robert Sibbald,
a Do&or of phyfick, and the moft learned anti-
quary in Scotland, who had lived in a courfe of
phiîofophical virtue, but in great doubts as to re-
vealed religion, was prevailed on by the Earl of
Perth to turn Papift, in hopes to find that certainty
among them, which he could not arrive at upon
his own principles. But he had 110 fooner done this,
than he 'oegan to be afhamed, that he had made
fuch a ftepupon fo little enquiry. So he wentto
London, and retired for fome months from ail
company, and went into a deep courfe of ftudy, by
which he came to fee into the errors of Popery, with
fo full a convidion, that he came down to Scot¬
land fome weeks before the Parliament, and could
not be at quiet till he had publifhed his recanta-
tion openly in a Church. The Bidiop of Edinburgh
was fo much a Courtier, that, apprehending many
might go to hear it, and that it might give offence
at Court, he fent him to do it in a Church in the
Country. But the recantation of fo learned a m an,
upon fo much ftudy, had a great effed upon many.

Roffe
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Rofîe and Paterfon, the two governing Bifhops, 1686.

refolved to let the King Fee how compilant they
would be. And they procured an addrefs to be
figned, by feveral of their Bench, offering to con-
cur with the King in ail that he defired, with re¬
lation to thole of his own religion, (for the courtly
ftile now was not to name Popery any other way
than by calling it the King's religion) provided
the laws might ftill continue in force and be exe-
cuted againlt the Prefbyterians. With this Pater¬
fon was fent up. Pie communicated the matter to
the Earl of Middleton, who advifed him never to
fhew that paper : It would be made ufe of againft
them, and render them odious : And the King and
ail his Priefts were fo fenfible, that it was an in¬
décent thing for them, to prétend to any fpecial
favour, that they were refolved to move for nothing
but a général toieration. And fo he perfuaded him
to go back without prefenting it. This was told
me by one who h ad it from the Earl himfelf.

When the feffion of Parliament was opened, Which
Duke Hamilton was filent in the debate. He pro-refufed t0
mifed he would not oppofe the motion : But he wj.kthe
would not be active to promote it. The Duke of King's
Queenfborough was alfo filent : But the King was délires,
made believe, that he managed the oppofition
under hand. Rolîè and Paterfon did fo entirely
forget what became their charaéters, that they ufed
their utmoft endeavours, to perfuade the Parlia¬
ment to comply with the King's defire. The
Archbifhop of Glafgow oppofed it, but fearftilly.
The Bifliop of Dunkeld, Bruce, did it openly and
refolutely : And fo did the Bifhop of Galloway.
The reft were filent, but were refolved to vote for
the continuance of the laws. Such was the mean-

nefs of moft of the Nobility, and of the other
members, that few did hope that a refiftance to
the Court could be maintained. Yet the Parlia¬
ment would confent to nothing, further than to a
fufpenlion of thofe laws during the King's life.
The King defpifed this. So the Sefîion was put ofF,
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1686. and the Parliament was quickly diffolved. And,

c-i-v-w foon after that, both the Archbifhop of Glafgow
and the Bilhop of Dunkeld were turned ont, by
an exprefs command from the King. And Pater-
fon was made Archbifhop of Glafgow. And one
Hamilton, noted for profanenefs and impiety, that
fometimes broke out into blafphemy, was made
Bifhop of Dunkeld. No reafon was affigned for
turning out thofe Bilhops, but the King's pleafure.

A zeal The Nation, which was become very corrupt,
appeared anc| both ignorant and infenfible in the matters of
theieft religion, begafi now to return to its old zeal agaihft
Popery. Popery. Few profelytes were made after this.

The Epifcopal Clergy were in many places fo funk*
into fioth and ignorance, that they were not ca¬
pable of conduéting this zeal. Some of them about
Edinburgh, and in divers other places, began to
mind thofe matters, and reçovered fome degrees of
crédit by the oppofition they made to Popery. But
the Prefbyterians, tho' they were now freed from
the great feverities they had long frnarted under,
yet expreffed on ail occafions their unconquerable
averfion to Popery. So the Court was foon con-
vinced, that they were not to be depended on.

Affairs in But, what oppofition foever the King met with
îreiacd. 'm the ifle of Britain, things went on more to his

mind in Ireland. The Earl of Clarendon, upon
his firft coming over gave publick and pofitive
affurances, that the King would maintain their
Aét of Settlement. This hé did very often, and
very folemnly *, and proceeded accordingly. In the
mean while the Earl of Tirconnel went on more

roundly. Pie not only put Irifîi Papifts into fuch
pofts in the Army as became void, but upon the
ilighteft pretences he broke the Englifh Proteftant
officers, to make room for the others : And in con-

clufion, without fo much as pretending a colour
for it, he turned them ail out. And now an

Army, paid by virtue of the Aél of Settlement to
fecure it, was wreiied out of légal hancis, and put
in the hands of thofe who were engaged, both in

religion
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religion and intereft, to deftroy the Settlement, and 1686.
thofe concerned in it ; which was too grols a vio-
lation of law to be in any fort palliated. So the
Englifh Proteftants of Ireland looked on themielves
as at mercy, fince the Army was now made up of
their enemies. And ail that the Lord Lieutenant,
or the Lord Chanceilor could fay, did not quiet
their fears : Good words could not give fecurity
againfc fuch deeds as they faw every day. Upon
this the Earl of Clarendon and the Earl of Tir-
connell fell into perpétuai jarrings, and were ma-
king fuch complaints one of another, that the
King relolved to put an end to thofe diforders by
recalling both the Earl of Clarendon and Porter.
He made the Earl of Tirconnell. Lord Lieutenant,
and Fitton Lord Chanceilor, who were both not
ordy profeffed but zealous Papifts. Fitton knew
no other law but the King's pleafure.

This ftruck ail people there with great terror,
when a man of Tirconnell's temper, fo entirely
trufted and depended on by the Irilh, capable of
the boldeft undertakings, and of the crueleft exé¬
cution, had now the government put fo entirely
in his hands. The Papifts of England either dil-
fembled very artificially, or they were much
troubled at this, which gave fo great an alarm
every where. It was viftble, that Father Peter
and the Jefuits were relolved to engage the King
fo far, that matters fhould be put paft ail retreating
and compounding -, that fo the King might think
no more of governi.ng by Parliament, but by a
military force *, and, if that fhould not ftick firm
to him, by affiftance from France, and by an Irifh
Army.

An accident happened at this time, that gave The Kin^
the Qiieen great offence, and put the Priefts much made lus
out of countenance. The King continued to go ^u^tefs
ftill to Mrs. Sidlëy. And fhe gained fo much on0fDor-
him, that at laft fhe prevailed to be made Countefs cheller.
of Dorchefter. As foon as the Queen heard of
this, ftie gave order to bring ail the Priefts, that

were
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1686. were admitted to a particular confidence, into lier

clofet. And, when fhe had them about her, fhe
fent to defire the King to corne and fpeak to her.
When he came, he was furprifed to fee fuch a
company about her, but much more when they
feil ail on their knees before him. And the Queen
broke out into a bitter mourning for this new ho-
nour, which they expeâied would be followed with
the fetting her up openly as miftrefs. The Queen
was then in an ill habit of body ; and had an ill-
nefs that, as was thought, would end in a con-
fumption. And it was believed that her ficknefs
was of fuch a nature, that it gave a very melan-
choly prefage, that, if fhe fhould live, ihe could
have no children. The Priefts faid to the King,
that a blemilh in his life blafted their defigns :
And the more it appeared, and the longer it was
continued, the more ineffedtual ail their endea-
vours would prove. The King was much moved
with this, and was out of countenance for what he
had done. But to quiet them ail, he promifed
them, that he would fee the Lady no more -, and
pretended, that he gave her this title in order to
the breaking with her the more decently. And,
when the Queen did not feem to believe this, he
promifed that he would fend her to Ireland, which
was done accordingly. But after a ftay there for
fome months, fhe came over again : And that ill
commerce was ftill continued. The Priefts were

no doubt the more apprehenfive of this, becaufe
Ihe was bold and lively, and was always treating
them and their proceedings with great contempt.

The Court was now much fet on making of
converts, which failed in moft inftances, and pro-
duced repartees, that whether true or falfe, were
much repeated, and were heard with great fatift

Attcmpts faélion.
made on The Earl of Mulgrave was Lord Chamberlain,
inany to pje was apt tQ compiy 'm every thing that he
their§re- thought might be acceptable -, for he went with
Jigion. the
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the King to Mafs, and kneeled at it. And, being 1686.
îooked on as indiffèrent to ail religions, the Priefts •—v—
made an attack on him. He heard them gravely
arguing for tranfubftantiation. He told them, he
was willing to receive inftrutftion : He had taken
much pains to bring himfelf to believe in God,
who had made the world and ail men in it : But it
muft not be an ordinary force of argument, that
could make him believe, that man was quits with
God, and made God again.

The Earl of Middleton had married into a Po-
pifh family, and was a man of great parts and a
generous temper, but of loofe principles in re¬
ligion. So a Prieft was fent to inftruct him. He
began with Tranfubftantiation, of which he faid
he would convince him immediately : And began
thus, You believe the Trinity. Middleton ftopt
him, and faid, Who told you fo ? At which he
feemed amazed. So the Earl faid, he expe&ed he
fhould convince him of his belief, but not queftion
him of his own. With this the Prieft was fo dif-
ordered, that he could proceed no further. One
day the King gave the Dukeof Norfolk thefword
of State to carry before him to the Chapel : And
he ftood at the door. Upon which the King faid
to him, My Lord, your father would have gone
further : To which the Duke anfwered, Your Ma-
jefty's father was the better man, and he would
not have gone fo far. Kirk was alfo fpoken to, to
change his religion ; and replied brifkly, that he
was already pre-engaged, for he had promiled the
King of Morocco, that if ever he changed his re¬
ligion, he would turn Mahometan.

But the perfon that was the moft confidered, was particu-
the Earl of Rochefter. He told me, that upon larly on
the Duke of Monmouth's defeat the King did fo
immediately turn to other meafures, that, tho' chefter".
before that the King talked to him of ail his affairs
with great freedom, and commonly every morn-
ing of the bufinefs that was to be done that day ;

6 yet
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16S6. yet the very day after his exécution the King
w-vw changed his method, and never talked more to him

, of any buftnefs, but what concerned the Treafury :
So thatr, he faw, he had now no more the root he
formeriy had. .He was looked on, as fo mu eh
united to the Clergy, that the Papifts were ail fet
againft him. He had, in a want of money, pro-
cured a conliderable loan, by which he was kept in
his poft longer than was intended. At lait, as he
related the matter to me, the King fpoke to him,
and defired he would fuffier himfelf to be inftructed
in religion. He anfwered, he was fully fatisfied
about his religion. But upon the King's prefîing
it, that he would hear his Priefts, he faid, he de-
fired then to have fome of the -Englifh Clergy
prefent, to which the King confented : Only he
excepted to Tillotfon, and Stillingfleet. Lord
Rochefter faid, he would take thofe who fhould
happen to be in waiting ; for the forms of the
Chapel were ftill kept up. And Dodtor Patrick
and Jane were the rnen. Upon this a day was fet
for the. conférence.

But his enemies had another ftory. He had
notice given him, that he would fhortly lofe the
White Staff : Upon which his Lady, who was
then fick, wrote to the Queen, and begged fhe
would honour her fo far as to corne, and let her
have fome difcourfe with her. The Queen came,
and ftaid above two hours with her. She com-

plained of the ill offices that were done them. The
Qxieen faid, ail the Proteftants were now turning
againft them, fo that they knew not how they could
truft any of them. Upon which that Lady faid,
her Lord was not fo wedded to any opinion, as
not to be ready to be better inftrufted. And it
was faid, that this gave the rife to the King's pro-
pofing a conférence : For it has been obferved to
be a common method of making profeiytes with
the more pomp, to propofe a conférence : But this
was generally donc, aiter they were well affured,

- that,
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that, let the conférence go which way it might, 1686.
the perfon's decifion for whom it was appointed
Ihould be on their fide. The Eari denied, he
knew any thing of ail this to me : And his Lady
died not long after. It was further faid by his
enemies, that the day before the conférence he
had an advertifement from a fure hand, that no-

thing he could do would maintain him in his poft,
and that the King had engaged himfelf to put the
Treafury in commiffion, and to bring fome of the
Popifh Lords into it. Patrick told me, that at the
conférence there was no occafion for them to fay
much.

The Priefts began the attack. And, when they
had done, the Earl faid, if they had nothing
ftronger to urge, he would not trouble tholè learn-
ed Gentlemen to fay any thing : For he was fure
he could anfwer ail that he had heard. And fo
anfwered it ail with much heat and fpirit, not with-
out fome fcorn, faying, were thefe grounds to per-
fuade men to change their religion ? This he urged
over and over again with great vehemence. The
King, feeing in what temper he was, broke off the
conlerence, charging ail that were prefent to fay
nothing of it.

Soon after that he loft his White Staff -, but had He was «
a penfion of 40001. a year for his own life and ,urned
his fon's, befides his grant upon the Lord Grey,OUu
and another valued at 20000I. So here were great
regards had to him : No place having ever been
fold, even by a perfon in favour, to fuch ad van-
tage. The fum that he had procured to be lent
the King being 400000 1. and it being al! ordered #
to go towards the repair of the Fleet, this began
to be much talked of. The Fores were very ill
furnifhed : And the veffeis themfelves were in de-
cay. But now orders were given, with great dif-
patch to put the whole Fleet in condition to go to
fea? tho' the King was then in full peace with ail

ï his
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1686. his neighbours. Such préparations feemed to be

made upon fome great defign.
Defigns The Priefts faid every where, but chiefly at
talked of Rome, that the defign was againft the States *, and
Holland France an(^ England would mal^e war on

them ail of the fudden : for it was generally known
that the Dutch fleet was in no good condition.
The interefts of France and of the Priefts made
this to be the more eafily believed. The embroil-
ing the King with the Prince of Orange was that,
which the French defired above ail other things,
hoping that fuch a war, being fuccefsful, might
put the King on excluding the Prince from the iuc-
ceflion to the Crown in the right of his wife, which
was the thing that both the French and Priefts
defired moft : For they faw that, unlefs the Queen
had a fon, ail their defigns muft ftand ftill at pre-
fènt, and turn abortive in conclufion, as long as
the Nation had fuch a fuccefifor in view.

This carries me now to open the ftate of affairs
in Holland, and at the Prince of Orange's Court.
I muft firftfay fomewhat of myfelf : For this fum-
mer, after I had rambled above a year, I came into

I ftaid Holland. I ftaid three or four months in Geneva

[nGeimeanc^ Switzerland, after I came out of Italy. I
Keva " ftaid alfo fome time among the Lutherans at Straf-

bourg and Franckfort, and among the Calvinifts
at Heidleberg, befides the further opportunities I
had to know their way in Holland. 1 made it my bu-
ftnefs to obferve ail their methods, and to know ail
the eminent men among them. I faw the Churches
of France in their beft ftate, while they were every
day looking when this dreadful ftorm ftiould break
out, which has fcattered them up and down the
world. I was ail the winter at Geneva, where we

had conftantly frefti ftories brought us of the
miferies of thofe who were fuffering in France.
Refugees were coming over every day, poor and
nakçd, and half ftarved before they got thither:

And
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And that fmall State was under great apprehenfi- 1686.
on s of being fwallowed up, having no ftrength of
their own, and being juftly afraid that thofe at
Bern would grow wearv of defending them, if
they fhouid be vigoroufly attacked. The feft of
Switzerîand was not in fuch imminent danger. But,
as they were fuil of Refugees, and ail fermons and
difcourfes were mucli upon the perfecutidn in
France, fo Bafile was expofed in fuch manner, that
the French could poffefs themfelves ôf it when they
pleafed, without the leaft reiiflance. Thofe of
Strafbourg, as they hâve already loft their liberty,
fo they were every day looking for fome fatai edidt,
like that which the French had fallen under. The
Churches of the Palatinate, as they are now the
frontier of the Empire, expofed to be deftroyed
by every new war, fo they are fallen into the hands
of a bigotted family. Ail the other Churches on
the Rhine fee how néar they are to ruin. And
as the United Provinces were a few years beiore
this vêry near being fwallowed up, fo- they were
now well affured, that two great Kings defigned to
ruin them.

Under fo cloudy a profpedt it fhouid be expedted, The ftate
that a fpirit of true dévotion and of a reai refor- and tem-
mation fhouid appear more, both among theClergy °
and Laity -, that they fhouid ail apprehend that aîrong
God was highly offended with them, and was the Re-
therefore punifhing fome, and threatening others, formed.
in a moft unufual manner. It might have. been
expedted, that thofe unhappy contefts between
Lutherans and Calvinifts, Arminians and Anti-
Arminians, with fome minuter difputes that^have
enflamed Geneva and Switzerîand, fhouid have

' been at leaft fufpended, while they had a com-
mon enemy to deal with, againft whorn their
whole force united was fcarce able to ftand. But
thefe things were cari'ied on rather with more
eagernefs and fharpnefs than ever. It is true,
there has appeared much of a primitive charity to-

Vol. IL C c wards
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1686. wards the French R-efugees : They have been in

ail places well received, kindly treated, and boun-
tifuîly fupplied. Yet even among them th.erë did
not appear a fpirit of piety and dévotion fuitable
to their condition : Tho' perfons who have willing-
ly fuftered the lofs of ail things, and have forfaken
their country, their houfes, eftates, and their
friends, and fome of them their neareft relations,
rather than fin againft their consciences, muft be
believed to have a deeper principle in them, than
can well be obferved by others.

ï was indeed amazed at the labours and learning
of the Minifcers among the Reformed. They un-
derftood the Scriptures well in the original tangues :
They had ail the points of çontroverfy very ready,
and did thoroughly underftand the whole body of
divinity: In many places they preached every day,
and were almoft conftantîy employed in vifiting
their flock. • But they performed their dévotions

' but flightly, and read their prayers, which were
too long, with great précipitation and little zeal.
Their fermons were too long and too dry. And
they were fo ftri&, even to jealoufy, in the fmalleft
points in which they put orthodoxy, that one wrho
could not go into ail their notions, but was re-
folved not to quarrel with them, could not con-
verfe much with them with any freedom. I have,
upon ail the obfervation that I have made, often
confidered the inward ftate of the Reformation,
and the decay of the vitals of Chriflianity in it,
as that which gives more melancholy impreffions,
than ail the outward dangers that furround it.

In England things were much changed, with re-
lation°to the Court, in the compafs of a year. The
terror ail people were under from an ill Ghofen and
an ill cqnftituted Parliament, was now almoft over :
And the Clergy were corne to their wits, and were
bëginning to recover their réputation. The Nation
was like to prove much firmer than could have been
expedted, efpecially in fo Ihort a time. Yet after
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allj'tûb* itiaiw were like to prove themfeives bettef 1686,
Protêftants than was looked for, they were not
become much better Chriftians : And few were

turningto a ftrifter courfe of life : Nor were thé
Clergy more diligent in their labours among their
people, in which refpéct it nîuft be confeffed that
the Englifh Clergy are the moft remifs of any,
The Curâtes in Popery, befîdes their faying Mafs
every day, their exaftnefs to their breviary, their
attending on confeffions and the "multiplicity of
offices to which they are obliged, do fo labour in
inftrufting the youth and vifiting the fick, that,
in ail the places in which I could obferve them, it
feemed to be the confiant employaient of their
iives : And in the foreign Churches, tho' the la¬
bours of the Minifiers may feem mean, yet they
are perpetually in them. Ail thefe things lay fo
much on my thoughts, that I was refolved to re¬
tire into fome private place, and to fpend the refl
of my life in a courfe of ftriéber piety and dé¬
votion, and in writing fuch books, as the flate of
matters with relation to religion fhould call for$
whether in points of fpeeulation or praélice. Ail
my friends advifed my coming near England, that
ï might be eafier ferit to, and informed of ail our
affairs, and might accordingly employ my thoughts
and time. So I came down the Rhine this fummer 5

and was refolved to hâve feitled in Groning or
Frizeland.

When I came to Utrecht, I found letters writ td j was

me by fome of the Prince of Orange's Court, de- vited by
ffring me to corne fifft to the Hague, and wait on the Prince
the Prince and Prîpcefs, before I fnoulè-fettle any 01yr:in2e

î tt • 1 tt , ; w cornewhere. Upon my coming to the blagues I wasp, he
admitted to wait on them. I fbund they had re- rfague.
ceived fuch charadters of me froni England, that

*they refolved to treat me with great confidence :
For, at my firfl being with them, they entered
into much free difcourfe with me concerning thé
affairs of England, The Prince, tho* nâturally'

G c 2 cold
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1686. cold and referved, yet laid afidea great deal of that

with me. He feemed highly diffatisfied with the
King's condut. He apprehended that he would
give iuch jealoufies of himfelf, and corne unaer
fuch jealoufies from his people, that thefe would
throw him into a French management, and engage
him into fuch defperate defigns as would force
violent remedies. There was a gravity in his
whole déportaient that ftruck me. He feemed very
regardîefs of himfelf, and not apt to fufpeét de-
ligns upon his perfon. But I had learned fome-
what of the defign of a brutal Savoyard, who was
capable of the biackeft things, and who for a foui
murder had fied into the territory of Geneva,,
where he lay hid in a very worthy family, to whom
he had done fome fervices before. He had formed
a fcheme of feizing on the Prince, -who ufed to go
in his-chariot often on the fands near Scheveling,
with but one perfon with him, and a page or two
on the chariot. So he offered to go in a fmall
veffel of twenty guns, that fhould lie at fome
diftance at fea, and to land in a boat with feven
perfons befides himfelf, and to feize on the Prince,
and bring him aboard, and fo to France. This he
wrote to Mr. de Louvoy, who upon that wrote
to him to corne to Paris, and ordered money for
his journey. He, being a taîking man, fpoke of
this, and fhewed Mr. de Louvoy's letter, and the
copy of his own : And he went prefently to Paris.
This was brought me by Mr. Fatio, the celebrated
mathematician, in whofe father's houfe that perfon
had lodged. When I told the Prince this, and had
Mr. Fatio at the Plague to atteft it, he was not
much moved at it. The Princefs was more ap-
prehenfive. And by lier direction I acquainted
Mr. Fagel, and fome others of the States, withit,
who were convincedthat theThing was praticable. .

And fo the States defired the Prince to fuffer him¬
felf to be conftantly attended on by a guard when
he went abroad, with which he was not without

fome
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fome difficulty brought to comply. I faneied his 1686,
belief of predeftination made him more adventu- v—v*—
rous than was neceffary. But he faid as to that,
he firmly believed a providence : For if he fhould
let that go, ail his religion would be much fhaken ;
And he did not fee, how providence could be cem
tain, if ail things did not arife out of thé abfa-
lute will of God. I found thofe, who had the
charge of his éducation, had talion more care to
poffefs him with the Calviniftical notions of abfo-
îute decrees, than to guard him againft the ill ef¬
fets of thofe opinions in praélice : For in Hol-
land the main thing the Minifters infufe into their
people, is an abhorrence of the Arminian doc¬
trine, which fpreads fo much there, that their jea-
loufies of it make them look after that, more than
after the moft important matters.

The Prince had been much neglected in his edu- A chirac*
cation : For ail his life long he hated conftraint.
He fpoke little. He put on fome appearance of
application : But he hated bufinefs of ail forts. Orange.
Yet he hated talking, and ail houfe games, more.
This put him on a perpétuai courfe of hunting,
to which he feemed to give himfelf up, beyond
any man I ever knew : But I looked on that .al-
ways, as a flying from company and bufinefs.
The deprefïion of France was the governing paf-
fion of his whole life. Fie had no vice, but of
one fort, in which he was very cautiôus and fecret.
Fie had a way that was affable and obliging to the
Dutch. But he could not bring himfelf to com¬
ply enough with the temper of the Englifh, his
coldne'fs and flownefs bting very contrary to the
genius of the Nation.

The Princefs poffefTed ail that converfed with
her with admiration. Her perfon was majeflick
and created refpeéf. She had great knowledge,
with a true underftanding, and a noble expreffion.
There was a fweetnefs in her deportment that
pharmed, and an exadtnefs in piety and virtue that

Ç c 3 jmds
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1686. rnade lier a pattern to ail that faw lier. The King

gave her no appointments to fupport the dignity
pf a King's daughter. Nor did he fend her any
prefents or jewels, which was thought a very indé¬
cent, and certainly was a very ill advifed thing.
For the fettling an allowance for her and the
Prince, would hâve given fuch a jealoufy of them,
that the Englifh would have apprehended a fecret

'

correfpondence and confidence between them :
And the npt doing it fhewed the contrary very
evidently. But, tho' the Prince did not increafe
her Court and State upon this additional dignity,
fhe managed her Privy Purfe fo well, that Aie be-
çame eminent in her charities : - And the g;ood
grâce with which fhe beftowed favours did always
increafe their value. She had read much, both in
hiftory and divinity. And when a courfe of hu-
mours in her eyes forced her from that, fhe fet
herfelf to work with fuch a confiant diligence,
that fhe rnade the Làdies about her afhanied to be
idle. She knew little of our affairs, till I was
admitted to wait on her. And I began to lay be-
fore her the ftate of our Court, and the intrigues
in it, ever fmce the Refioration ; which fhe re-
ceived with great fatisfadion, and fhewed true
judgment, and a good minci, in-ail the refiedtions
that ihe made. 1 will onîy mention one in this
place : She afked me, what had fharpned the King
fo much againft Mr. Jurieu, the copioufeft and thé
moil zealous writer of the âge, who wrote with
great vivacity as w-çil as learning. I told her, he
hiixed ail lois bpoks with a moft virulent acrimony
pf flile, and among other things he had writ with
great indeçency of Mary Queen of Scots, which
çaft refiedtions on them that were defcended from
her j and. was npt very decent in one, that defired
to be confidered as zealous for the Prince and her¬
felf, She faid, Jurieu was to fupport the caufe
that he defended, and to expofe thofe that perfe-
çuted it, in the beft way he could. And, if what
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he faid of Mary Quèen of Scots was true, he'was 1686.
not to be blamed, who made thac ufe of ir : And,
ihe added, that if Princes would do ill things,
they rnuft expedt that the world vvill take revenges
on their memory, fince they cannot reach their
perfons : That was but afmall fuffering, far fhort
of what others fuffered at their hands. So far I
have given the charadter of thofè perfons, as it
appeared to me upon my firft adrnittance to them,
I fhall have occafion to fay. rnuÉk more ©f ' them
in the fequel of this worE.

I found the Prince was refolved to make ufe or r was

me. He told me, it would not be convenient fat ®ucfe
me to live any where but at the Hague : Foï* none
of the outlawed perfons came thither. So I would
keep myfelf, by ftaying there, ont of the danger
that I might legally incur by converfing with them,
which would be unavoidable if I lived any wherfc
elfe. Pie alfo recommended me both to .Fagel,
Dykveît, and Haîewyn's confidence, with whom
he chiefly confultéd. I had a mind to fee a îittle
into the Prince's notions, before I fhould engage
myfelf deeper into his fervice. I was afraid left
his ftruggle with the Louveflein party, as they
were called, might have given him a jealoufy of
liberty and of a free government. Pie affured me,
it was quite the contrary : Nothing but fuch a
conftitution could refift a powerfuî aggreffor long,
or have the crédit that was neceiïary to raife fuch
fums, as a great war might require. He con-
demned ail the late proceedings in England, with
relation to the Charters, and expreffed his fenfe of
a légal and limited authority very fuîly. I told
him, I was fuch a friend to liberty, that I could The Prin-
not be fatisfied with the point of religion alone, ce,fi fènfe
unlefs it was accompanied with the fecurities of our
law. I afked his fenfe of the Church of England.
He faid, he liked our worfhip well, and our go¬
vernment in the Church, as much better than pa-
rity : But he blamed our condemning the foreign

C c 4 Churches,
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1686, Churches, as he had obferved fome of our Divines

did. I toid him, whatever fome hotter men might
fay, ail were not of that mind. When he found
I was in my opinion for toleration, he faid, that
was ail he would ever delire to bring us to, for
quieting our contentions at home. He alfo pro-
mifed to me, that he fhould never be prevailed with
to fet up the Calviniftical notions of the decrees of
God, to which I did imagine fome might drive
him. He wifhed, fome of our cérémonies, fuch
as the Surplice and the Crofs in Baptifm, with our
bowing to the Altar, might be laid alide. I thought
it neçeffary to enter with him into ail thefe partir
culars, that fo I might be furnifhed from his own
tnouth, to give a full account of his fenfe to fome
in England, who would expeét it of me, and
were chfpofed to believe what I fhoûld affure them
of. This difcourfe was of fome hours continu¬
ant : And it paft in the Princefs's prefence.
Great notice came to be taken of the free accefs
and long conférences I had with them both. I
toi cl him, it was neçeffary for his fervice, to put
the fieet of Holland in a good condition. And
this he propofed foon after to the States, who
gave the hundredth penny for a fund to perfeéfc
that. I moved to them both, the writing to the
Bifhop of London, and to the King concerning
him. And, tho' the Princefs feared it might ir-
ricate the King too much, in conclufion I peïfuad-
pà them to it.

The King, hearing of this admiffion I had, be-
gan in two or three letters to refleâ: on me, as a
dangerojas man, whom they ought to avoid and
beware of. To this no anfwer was made. Upon
îhe fetting up the Ecclefiaftical Commifîion, fome
from England preiTed them to write over againft
It, and to begin a breach upon that. I toid them,
! thought that was np way advifable : They could
not be fuppofed to underftand our laws fo well,
as to oppofe thofe things^pn their own kncw-

ledge ^
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ledge : So that I thought, this could not be ex- 1686.
peéted by them, till fome refoiute perfon would
difpute the authority of the Court, and bring it
to an argument, and fo to a folemn decilion. I
likewife faid, that I did not think every error in
government would warrant a breach : If the foun-
dations were ftruck at, that would vary the cafe :
But illégal a£ts in particular inftances could not
juftify fuch a conclufion. The Prince feemed fur-
prized at this : For the King made me pafs for
a rebel in my heart. And he now faw, how far I
was from it. I continued on this ground to the
laft.

That which fixed me in their confidence was, The Prin-
the liberty I took, in a private converfation with
the Princefs, to afk her, what fhe intended the vvith r"_

1 Prince fhould be, if fhe came to the Crown. She, fpeft to
who was new to ail matters of that kind, did not the
underftand my meaning, but fancied that what- Pxince*
ever accrued to her would likewife accrue to him
in the right of marriage. 1 told her, it was not
fo : And I explained King Henry the feventh's
title to her, and what had paft when Queen Mary
married Philip King of Spain. I told her, a ti-
tular Kingfhip was no acceptable thing to a man,
efpecially if it was to dépend on another's life :
And fuch a nominal dignity might endânger the
real one that the Prince had in Holland. She dé¬
fi red me to propofe a remedy. I told her, the
remedy, if fhe could bring her mind to it, was to
be contented to be his wife, and to engage her-
felf to him, that fhe would give him the real au¬
thority as foon as it came into her hands,. and en-
deavour effectuai ly to get it to be legally vefted
in him during life : This would lay the greateft
obligation on him poffible, and lay the founda-
tion of a perfedt union between them, which had
been of late a little embroiled : This would alfo

give him another fenfe of ail our affairs : I afked
pardon for the prefumption of moving her in fuch

•
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1686. a tender point : But i folemnîy protefied, that no

perfon living had moved me in it, or fo much as
knew of it, or fhould ever know of it, but as fhe
fhould order it. I hoped, fhe would confidçr well
of it : For, if fhe once declared her mind, I

/ hoped fhe would never go back or retradtit, i
defired her therefore to take time to think of iç.
She prefently anfwered me, fhe would take no
time to confider of any thing, by whiçh fhe could
exprefs her regard and affection to the Prince ;
and ordered me to give him an account of ail that
ï had laid before her, and to bring him to her, and
ï fhould hear what fhe would fay upon it. He
was that day a hunting : And next day I acquaint-
ed him with ail that had paft, and carfied him to
her ; where fhe in a very frank manner told him,
that fhe did not know that the laws of England
were fo çontrary to the laws of God, as I had ir>-
Formed her : She did not think that the hufband
was ever to be obedient to the wife : She promifëd
him, he fhould always bear rule : And fhe afked
only, that he would obey the command of " huf-
bands love your wives," as fhe fhould do that,

wives be obedient to your hufbands in ail things."
From this lively introduélion we engaged into a
long difcourfe of the affairs of England. Both
feemed well pleafed with me, and with ail that I
had fuggefted. But fuch v/as the Prince's colcl
way, that he faid not one v/ord to me upon it,
that looked like acknowledgment. Yet he fpoke
of it to fome about him in anotner ftrain. He
faid, he had been nine years married, and had ne-
ver the confidence to prefs this. matter on the
Queen, which I had now brought about eafily in
a day. Ever after that he feemed to truft me
entirely.

pen fent Complaints came daily over from England • of
over to all the high things that the Priefts were every
J'"1 VV!tn where throwing out. Pen the Quaker came over
Prince, to Holland. He was a talking vain man, who
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had been long in the King's favour, he being the ï686?
Vice-Admiral's fon. He had jfueh an opinion of
his own faculty of perfuading, that he thought
none could ftand before it : Tho5 he was fingular
in that opinion : For he had a tedious lufcious
way, that was not apt to overcome a man's reafon,
tho5 it might tire his patience. He undertook to
perluade the Prince to come into the King's mea-
fures, and had two or three long audiences of him
upon the fubjedt : And he and I fpent fome hours
together on it. The Prince readily confented to
a toleration of Popery, as well as of the Diffent-
ers, provided it were propofed and pafled in Par-
liament : "And he promifed his. affiftance, if there
was need of it, to get it to pafs. But for the
Tefts he would enter into no treaty about them,
He faid, it was a plain betraying the fecurity of
the Proteftant Religion, to give them up. No-
thing was left unfaid, that might move him to
agree to this in the way of intereff : The King
would enter into an entire confidence with him,
and would put his beft friends in the chief trufts.
Pen undertook for this fo pofitively, that hé feem-
ed to believe it himfelf, or he was a great profici-
ent in the art of difîimulation. Many fufpeéted
that he was a concealed Papift. It is certain, he was
muph withFather Peter, and was particularly trufled
by the Eari of Sunderland. So, tho' he did not
prétend any commiffîon For what he promifed, yet
we looked on him as a man employed. To ali
this the Prince anfwered, that no man was more
for toleration in principle, than he was : He
thought the confcience was only fubjedi to God :
And as far as a général toleration, even of Papifts,
would content the King, he would concur in it
heartily : But he looked on the Tefts as fuch a
real fecurity, and indeed the only one, v/hen the
King was of another Religion, that he would
join in no counfels with thofe that intended to
repeal thofe laws that enaéled them. Pen faid,

7 the
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1686. the King would have ail or nothing : But that,

if this was once done, the King would feeure the
toleration by a folemn and unalterable law. To
this the late repeal of the ediét of Nantes, that
was declared perpétuai and irrévocable, furnifhed
an anfwer that admitted of no reply. So Pen's
negotiation with the Prince had no effeâ:.

He preffea me to go ov-er to England, fince I
was in principle for toleration : And he affured
me the King would prefer me highly. I told
him, iince the Tefts muft go with this toleration,
I could riever be for it. Among other difcourfes
he told me one thing, that was not accomplifhed
in the way in which . he had a mind ï fhould be-
lieve it would be, but had a more furprifihg ac-
complifhment. He told me a long feries of pré¬
dirions, which, as he faid, he had from a man
that pretended a commerce with Angels, who
had foretold many things that were paft very punc-
tually. But he added, that in the year 1688 there
would fuch a change happen in the face of affairs
as wotild amaze ail the world. And after the
Révolution, which happen'd that year, I afked
him before much company, if that was the event
that was prediéted. Pïe was uneàfy at the quef-
tion ; but did not deny what he had told me,
which, he faid, he underftood of the full fettle-
ment of the Nation upon a toleration, by which
he believed ail men's minds would be perfedly
quieted and united.

SomeBi- Now I go from this to profecute the récital of
foops died Englifh affairs. Two eminent Bifhops died this

year, Pearfon Bilhop of Chefter, and Fell Bifhop
of Oxford. The firft of thefe was in ail refpecfs
the grèateft Divine of the âge : A man of great
learning, ftrong reafon, and of a clear judgment.
He was a judicious and grave preacher, more in-
fcrudtive than affeflive ; and a man of a fpotlefs
life, and of an excellent temper. Elis book on
the Çreed is among the befi: that our Cliurch has

prodiiced»
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produce'd; He was not aétive in his Diocefe, but 16S6,
too remifs and eafy in his Epifcopal funétion ;
and was a much better Divine than a Bifhop. He
was a fpeaking inftance of what a great man could
fall to : For his memory went from him fo en-
tirely, that he became a chiid fome years before
he died.

Fell, Bifhop of Oxford, v/as a man of great
ftriébnefs in the courfe of his life, and of much
dévotion. His learning appears in that noble édi¬
tion of St. Cyprian that he publifhed. He, had
made great beginnings in learning before the Re-
ftoration : But his continued application to his
employments after that, ftopt the progrefs that
otherwife he might have made. He was made
foon after Dean of Chrift-Church, and afterwards
Bifhop of Oxford. He fet himfelf to promote
learning in the Univerfity, but moft particularly
in his own Collège which he governed with great
care : And was indeed in ail refpedts a moft ex-
emplary man, a little too much heated in the mat-
ter of our difputes with the Diflenters. But, as
he was among the firft of our Clergy that appre-
hended the defign of bringing in Popery, fo he
was one of the moft zealous againft it. Fie had
much zeal for reforming abufes ^ and managed it
perhaps with too much heat, and in too peremp-
tory a way. But we have fo little of that among
us, that no wonder if fuch men are cenftired by
thofe, who love not fuch patterns, nor fuch fevere
tafk-mafters.

. Ward of Salifbury fell alfo under a lofs of me¬
mory and underftanding ; So, that lie, who was
both in Mathematicks and Philofophy, and in the
ftrength of judgmënt and underftanding, one of
the firft men of his tirne, tho' he came too late
into our profèffion to become very eminent in it,
was noyv a great inftance of die defpicable weak-
nefs to which man can fall. The Court intended
once to have napied a Coadjutor for him. But,

g theve
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168 & there being no precedent for that fince the Refor-

* mation, they refolved to ftay'till he Jhould die.
Cart_ The other two Bifhopricks were iefs confidéra-
wrig'nt ble : So they refolved to fill the m with the* two
and Par- worft men that could be found out. Cartwright
moted°" was Proraotec^t0 Chefter. He was a man of good

capacity, and had made fome progrefs in learning,
He was ambitious and fervile, cruel andboifterops :

And, by the great liberties he aliowed himfèlf, he
fell under much fcandal of the worft fort. He
had fet himfelf long to râife the King's authority
above law ; which, he laid, was only a method of
government to which Kings might fubrnit as they
pleafed -, but their authority was from God, abfo-
îute and fuperior to law, which they might exert,
as oft as they found it neceffary for the ends of go¬
vernment. So he was looked on as a man that
would more effedtually advance the defign of Po-
pery, than if he fhoulcl turn over to it. And in-
deed, bad as he was, he never made that ftep,
even in the moft defperate ftate of his alîairs.

The See of Oxford was given to Dr. Parker*
who was a violent Independent at the time of the
Reftoration, with a high profeffion of piety in
their way. But he foon changed, and ftruck into
the higheft form of the Church of England ; and
wrote many books with a firain of contempt and
Fury againft ail the Diffenters, that provoked them
out of. meafure *, of which an âeeount was given
in tlie hiftoty of the former reign. He had ex-
alted the King's authority in matters of religion
in fo indécent a manner, that he condemned the
crdinary form of faying the King was under Gcd
and Chrift, as a crude and profane expreffion 5
faying, that tho' the King was indeed under Gcd*
yet he was not under Chrift* but above him. Yet*
not being preferred as he expeded, he writ after
that many books, on defign to raife the authority
of the Church to an independence on the Civil;
power, There was an entertaining livelinefs in ail

his
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his books : But it was neither grave nor correct. i686„
He was a covetous and ambitions man ; and feem-
ed to ha.ve no other fenfe of religion but as a poli-
tical intereft, and a fubjedt of party and fadtion.
Fie feldom came to prayers, or to any exercifes of
dévotion -, and was fo lifted up with pride, that
he was become infwifferable to ail that came near

him. Thefe two men were pitchéd on, as the fit-
tefb inftruments that coula be found among ail the
Clergy, to betrav and ruin the Church. Some of
the Bifhops brought to Archbilhop Sancroft arti¬
cles againfl: them, which they defired he would
offcr to the King in Couneil, and pray that the
Mandate for confecrating them might be delayed,
tiil time were given to examine particulars. And
Bifhop Lloyd told me, that Sancroft promifed
to him not to confecrate them, till he had exa-
mined the truth of the articles, of which fome
were too fcandalous to be repeated. Yet, when
Sancroft faw what danger he might incur, if he
were fued in a Premunire, he confented to confe*°
crate them.

The Deanry of Chrift-Church, the moïi im¬
portant poil in the Univerfity, was given to Maf-
fey, one of the new converts, tho' he had neither
the gravity, the learning, nor the âge that was
fuitable to fuch a dignity. But ail was fupplied.
by his early converfion : . And it was fet up for a
maxim, to encourage ail converts. He at firfb
went to prayers in the Chapel. But foon after he
deciared himfelf more openly. Not long after
tl)is the Prefident of Magdalen Collège died,
That is efteemed the richeffe foundation in Eng-
land, perhaps in Europe : For, tho' their cer¬
tain rents are but about 4 or 50001. yet it is
thought that the improved value of thé eftate
belonging to it is about 400001. So it was
no wonder that the Priefts ftudied to get- this en-
d.owment into their hands.

•„ . They
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1686. They had endeavoured to break in upon the Uni-
uvsj verfity of Cambridge, in a matter of lefs importances

but without fuccefs : And now they refolved to at-
tack Oxford, by a ftrange fatality in their counfels.
In ail nations the privilèges of Collèges and Uni--
verfities are efteemed fuch facred things, that few
will venture to difpute thefe, much lels to difturb
them, when their title is good, and their pofieffion
is of a long continuance : For in thelè, not only
the prefent body efpoules the matter -, but ail who
hâve been of it, even thofe that have only follow-
ed their ftudies in it, think themfelves bound in ho-
nour and gratitude to afiift and fupport them. The
Priefts began where they ought to have ended, when
ail other things were brought about to their mind.
The Jefuits fancied, that, if they could get footing
in the Univerfity, they would gain fuch a réputa¬
tion by their methods of teaching youth, that they
would carry them away from the Univerfity tutors,
who were certainly too remifs. Some of the more
rnoderate among them propofed, that the King
fhoukl endow a new Collège in both Univerftties,
which needed not have coft above two thoufand
pound a year, and in thefe fet his Priefts to work.
But either the King ftuck at the charge which this
would put him to, or his Priefts thought it too
mean and below his dignity not to lay his hand
upon thofe great bodies : So rougher methods were
refolved on. It was reckoned, that by frightning
them they might be driven to compound the mat¬
ter, and deliver up one or two Collèges to them :
And then, as the King faid fometimes in the circle,
they who taught beft would be moft followed.

The They began with Cambridge upon a fofter point,
King's which yet would have made way for ail the reft.
letter re- The King fent his letter, or Mandamus, to order
^am m ^rancas' an Ignorant Benediétine Monk, to be
bridge, received a Mafter of Arts -, once to open the way

for letting them into the degrees of the Univerfity*
The
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The truth is», the King's letters were fcarce ever re- 1686.
fufed in conferring degrees : And when Ëmbafla-
dors or foreign Princes came to thofe places, they
ufually gave fuch degrees to thofe who belonged
to them as were defired. The Morocco Embafîa-
dor's Secretary, that was a Mahometan, had that j

degree given him, but a great diftinélion was made
between honorary degrees given to ftrangers, who
intended not to live among them, and thofe given
to fuch as intended to fettle among them: For evcry
Mafter of Arts having a vote in the Convocation,
they reckoned, that, if they gave this degree, they
mult give ail that fhould be pretended to on the
iike authority : And they knew, ail the King's
Priefts would be let in upon them, which mig'nt oc-
cafion in prefent great diftradtion and contentions
among them; and in time they might grow to be a
majority in the Convocation, which is their Parle¬
ment, They refufed the Mandamus with great una-
nimity, and with a firmnefs that the Court had not
expedled from them. New and repeated orders,
full of fevere threatnings in cale of difobedience,
were fent to them: And this piece of raillery was
every where fet up, that a Papift was reckoned
worfe than a Mahometan, and that the King's let¬
ters were lefs conïidered than the Embaflador from
Morocco had been. Sonne feeble or fallè men of
the Univerfity tried to compound the matter, by
granting this degree to F. Francis, but enadting at
the famé time, that it fhould not be a precedent for
the future for any other of the like nature. This
was not given way to : For it was faid, that in ail
fuch cafés the obedience that was once paid, would
be a much ftronger argument for continuing to do
it, as oft as it fhould be defired, than any fuch
provifo could be againft it. y TheV^ce-

Upon this the Vice-Chancellor was fummoned Chancel
before the Ecclefiaftical Commiffion to anfwer this lor turned
contempt. He was a very honeft, but a very weak ^'6
man. He made a poor defence. And it was no tlCJjCem-

Voi>, II. D d imail œiffiopcrs.
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168h. fmall refle&ion on that great body, that their chief

Magiftrate was fo little able to afîert their privilèges,
or to juftify their proceedings. He was treated
with great contempt by Jefferies. But he having
adted only as the chief perfon of that body, ail that
was thought Ht to be done againft him was, to turn
him out of his office. That was but an annual of¬
fice, and of no profit : So this was a flight cen-
fure, chiefly when it was ail that followed on fuch
heavy threatnings. The Univerfity chofe another
Vice-Chancellor, who was a man of much fpirit :
And in his fpeech, which in courfe he made upon
his being chofen, he promifed, that, during his ma-
giftracy, neither religion, nor the rights of the body,
fhould lu fier by his means. The Court did not
think fit to infift more upon this rnatter ; which
was too plain a confeffion, either of their weaknefs
in beginning fuch an ill grounded attempt, or of
their feeblenefs in letting it fall, doing fo little, af-
ter they had talked fo much about it. And now
ail people began to fee, that they had taken wrong
notions of the King, when they thought that it
■would be eafy to engage him into bold things, be-
fore he could fee into the ill confequences that
might attend them, but that being once engageel he
would refolve to go through with them at ail ad-
ventures. When I knew him, he feemed to have
fet up that for a maxim, that a King when he made
a ftep was never to go back, nor to encourage fac¬
tion and difobedience by yielding to it.

An at- After this unfuccefsful attempt upon Cambridge,
tempt to another was made upon Oxiord, that lafted longer
Pop?fh 2 anc^ had greater éffedts; which I fhall fet ail down
Prdident together, tho5 the conclufion of this affair ran far
on Mag- into the year after this that 1 now write of. The
Ca en Prefident&ip of Magdalen's was given by the elec-Coïkge. t"on 0p tpe pe]]ows> go the King fent a Manda-

mus, requiring them to choofe one Fariner, an ig¬
norant and vitious perfon, v/ho had not one quali¬
fication that could recommend him to fo high a
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poil, beftdes that of changing his religion, Man- 1686.
dam us letters had no légal authority in them : But
ail the great preferments ol the Church being in the
King's difpolal, thofe who did prétend to favour,
Were not apt to rerufe his recommendation, left that
fhould be afterwards remembred to their préjudice.
But now, fmce it was vihble in what channel fa¬
veur was Itlce to run, lefs regard was had to fuch a
letcer. The Fellows of that houfe did upon this
choofe Dr. Hough, one of their body, who as he
was in ail refpeéts a ftatutable man, fo he was a
worthy and a firm. man, not apt" to be threatened
ont of bis right. They carried their eleélion ac-
cording to their ftatutes to the Bifhop of Winchef-
ter, their Vifitor : And he confirmée! it. So that
matter was legally fettled. This wTas highly refent-
ed at Court. It was faid, that, in cafe of a Man-
damus for an unde'erving man, they ought to have
reprefented the matter to the King, and flaid till
they had his pleafure : It was one of the chief fer-
vices that the Univerfities expedled from their C'nan-
cellors, which made them always choofe men of
great crédit at Court -, that by their intereft fuch
letters might be either prevented or recalled. The
Duke of Ormond was now their Chance!lor : But
he had little crédit in the Court, and was declin-
ing in his âge, which made him retire iato the
country. It was much obferved, that this Univer-
fity, that had afferted the King's prérogative in
the higheft ftrains of the moft abjeét flattery pof-
fible, both in their addreiïès, and in a wiid decre®
they had made but three years before this, in
which they had laid together a fet of fuch high
flown maxims as muft eftablifh an uncontrolable
tyranny, fhould be the firft body of the Nation
that fhould feel the etfe&s of it moft fenfi-bly.
The caufe was brought before the Ecclefiaftical
Commiffion. The Fèllows were firft afked, why*
they had not chofen Farmer in obedience to the
King's ktter? And to that they anfwered, by of-

D d 2 ferins
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x686. fering a lift of many juft exceptions againft him„

The lubjeâ; was fruitful, and the fcandals he had
given were very publick. The Court was alhamed
of him, and inhfted no more on him : But they
faid, that the Houle ought to have Ihewed more
refpeét to the King's letter, than to have proceed-
ed to an eleétion in contempt of it.

They dif- The Ecclefiaftical Commiffion took upon them
obey, and to déclaré Hough's eledtion nul], and to put the
fiTed?r ^ou^e unc^er fulpenfion. And, that the defign ofr

the Court in this matter might be carried on, with-
out the load of recommending a Papift, X^arker,
Bifhop ol Oxford, was now recommended : And
the Fellows were commanded to proceed to a new
eleétion in his favour. They excufed themfelves,
ftnce they were bound by their oaths to maintain
their ftatutes: And by thele, an eleétion being
once made and confirmed, they could not proceed
to a new choice, till the former was annulled in
lome Court of law : Church bénéfices and Col¬

lège preferments were freeholds, and could only
be judged in a Court of Record : And, fince the
King was now talking fo much of liberty of con-
fcience, it was laid, that the forcing men to a£t
againft their oaths, feemed not to agree with thofe
profeiïions. In oppofition to this it was faid, that
the ftatutes of Collèges had been always Confider-
ed, as things that depended entirely on the King's
good pleafure; fo that no oaths to obferve them
could bind them, when it was in oppolition to
the King's command.

This did not fatisfy the Fellows: And, tho'
-1 ^ie Kin§' as went thro' Oxford in his progrefs

in the year 1687, fent for them, and ordered them
to go prefently and choofe Parker for their Prefi-
dent, in a ftrain of language ill fuited to the Ma-
jefty of a crowned head, (for he treated them with
foui language pronounced in a very angry tone j)
yet it had no dFeét on them. They infifted ftill on

tlièir



of Kiog James II. 405
tlieir oaths, tho' with a humility and fubmiffion, 1687.
that they hoped would have mollined him. They
continued thus firm. A fubaltern Commiffion
was fent from the Ecclefiaftical Commiffion to finiffi
the matter. Biffiop Cartwright was the head
of this Commiffion, as Sir Charles Hedges was
the Kirig's Advocate to manage the matter. Cart¬
wright aéted in fo rough a manner, that it fhewed,
he was refolved to facrifice ail things to the King's
pleafure. It was an affiicting thing, which feemed
to have a peculiar charaéler of indignity in it, that
this firft aâ: of violence committed againft the lé¬
gal poffeffions of the Church, was executed by
one Biffiop, and done in favour of another.

The irew Prelident was turned ont. And, be- And were

caufe he could not deliver the keys of his Houfe,turned
thé doors were broken ooen : And Parker wasout*

x

put in polîeffion. The Fellows were required to
make their fubmiffion, to alk pardon for what
was paft, and to accept of the Biffiop for their
Prelident. They ftill pleaded their oath: And
were turned out, except two that fubmitted. So
that it was expedled, to fee that Houfe foon ftockt
with Papifts. The Nation, as well as the Univer-
fity, looked on ail this proceeding with a juft in¬
dignation. It was thought an open piece of rob-
bery and burglary, when men, authorized by no lé¬
gal commiffion, came and forcibly turned men out
of their poffeffion and freehold. This agreed ill
with the profeffions that the King was ftill making,
that he would mairitain the Church of England as
by law eftabliffied : For this ftrvick at the whole
eflate, and ail the temporalities of the Church. It
did fo inflame the Church party and the Clergy,
that they fent over very preffing meffages upon it
to the Prince of Orange, defiring that he would in-
terpofe, and efpôufe the concerns of the Church -,
and that he would break upon it, if the King would
not redrefs it. This I did not fee in their letters.
Thofe were of fuch importance, fince the writing

D d 3 them
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1687. them might hâve been carried to high treàfon, that

,VyV the Prince did not think fk to fhew them. But he
often faid, he was preffed by many of thofe, who
were afterwards his bittereft enemies, to engage in
their quarreh W lien that was communicated to
me, î was ftill of opinion, that, tho' this was ind'eed
an a£t of defpotical and arbitrary power, yet I did
not think it ftruck at the whoîê : So that it was not

in my opinion a lawful cale of refiftance: And I
eould not concur in a quarrel occafioned by iiiçh a
fingle ad, tho' the précédent fet by it might go to
every thing.

Now the King broke with the Church cf Eng-
land. And, as he was apt to go warmly upon
every provocation, he gave himfelf ftich libertiès in
diicourfe upon that fubjed, that it was plain, ail
the fervices they had done him, both in cppofmg
the Exclufion, and upon his firft accefficn to the
Crown, were forgot. Agents were now found out,
to go among the Diffenters, to perfuade them to ac-
cept of the favour the King intended them, and to
concur with him in his defigns.

The Dif- The Diffenters were divided into four main bodies.
fenters ffhe Prefbyterians, the Indépendants, the Anabap-
we:eu tifts, and the Quakers. The two former had not
XXI QCiX t .

courted ^he vilible difeindion of différent rites: And their
by the de.preffçd condition made, that the difpute about
King. thç conftitution and fubordination of Churches,

which had broken them when power was in their
hands, was now out of doors : And they were
looked on as one body, and were above three parts
in four of ail the Diffenters. The main différence
between thefe was, that the Prefbyterians feemed
reconcilable* to the Church j for they loved Epifco-
p:il Ordination and a Liturgy, and upon fome amend-
rnents feemed difpofed to corne into the Church ;
ancl they likecl the civil government, and limited
Monarchy. But as the Independents were for a
Commonweaith in the State, fo they put ail the
power of the Church in the peuple, and thought
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that their choice was an ordination : Nor did they 1687.
approve of fet forms of worfhip. Both were enemies «->
to this high prérogative, that the King was afîum-
ing, and were very averle to Popery. They gene-
raliy were of a mind, as to the accepting the King's
favour ; but were not inclined to take in the Papifts
into a full toleration; much lefs could they be pre-
vailed on to concur in taking off the Tefts. The
Anabaptifts were generally men of virtue, and of
an univerfal charity : And as they were far from
being in any treating ternis with the Church of
England, fo nothing but an univerfal toleration
could make them capable of favour or empioy-
ments. The Quakers had fet up fuch a vifible
diftinétion in the matter of the Hat, and faying
Thou and Thee, that they had ail as it were a
badge fixed on them : So they were eafily known.
Among thefe Pen had the greateft crédit, as he had
a free accefs at Court. To ail thefe it was propof-
ed, that the King defigned the lettling the minds of
the différent parties in the Nation, and the enrich-
ing it by enaéting a perpétuai law, that fhould be
paffed with fuch folemnities as had accompanied the
Magna Charta -, fo that not only pénal laws fhould
be for ever repealed, but that publick employments
fhould be opened to men of ail perfuafions, with-
out any tefts or oaths limiting them to one fort or
party of men. There were many meetings among
the leading men of the feveral feéts.

It was vifible to ail men, that the courting them Debates
at this time was not from any kindnefs or good opi- and refo-?
Tion that the King had of them. They had leftlutl0ns
the Church of England, becaufe of fome forms in
it, that they thought looked too like the Church
of Rome. They needed not to be told, that ail
the favour expedfed from Popery was once to bring
it in, under the colour of a général toleration, till
it fhould be ftrong enough to fet on a général perfe-
cution: And therefore, as they could not engage
ihemfelves to fupport fuch an arbitrary prérogative,

D d 4 m
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1687. as was now made ufe of, fo neither Ihould they go

«—~v~—' into any engagements for Popery. Yet they re-
folved to iet the points of controverfy alone, and
leave thofe to the management of the Clergy, who
had a légal bottom to fupport them. They did
believe, that this indignation againft tbe Church
party, and this kindnefs to them were things too
unnàtural to laft long. So the more confiderable
among them refolved, not to ftand at too great a
diftance from the Court, nor to provoke the King
fo far, as to give him caufe to think they were irre-
concilable to him, left they fhould provoke him
to make up matters on any terms with the Church
party. On the other hand, they refolved not to
provoke the Church party, or by any ill behavi-
our of theirs drive them into a reconciliation with
the Court. It is true, Pen ftiewed both a fçorn
of the Clergy, and virulent fpite againft them,
in which he had not many followers.

The Ar- The King was fo fond of his Army, that he
inyen- ordered them to encamp on Hounftow-Jrîeath,
camped at t0 fog exercifed ail the fummer long. This

was done with great magnificence, and at a vaft
Heath. expence -, but that which abated the King's joy in

feeing fo brave an Army about him was, that it
appcared vifibly, and on many occafions, that his
foldiers had as great an averfion to his religion, as
his other fubjects had expreiTed. The King had a
Chapel in his camp, where Mafs was faid : But fo
few went to it, and thofe few were treated by the
reft with fo much fcorn, that it was not eafy to
bear it. It was very plain, that fuch an Army was
not to be trufted in any quarrel, in which religion
•was concerned.

The few Papifts that were in the Army were an
unequaî match for the reft. The heats about re¬
ligion were like to breed quarrels : And it was
once very near a mutiny. It was thought, that
thefe encampments had a good effecft on the Army.
T|iey encouraged one another, and vowed they

would
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woold ftick together, and never forfakç their re- 1687,
ligion. It was no fmall comfort to them, to fee w^y>«s
they had fo few Papifts among them j which '
might have been better difgiiifed at a diftance,
than when they were ail in view. A refolution
was formed upon this at Court, to make recruits
in Ireland, and to fill them up with Irifti Papifts ;
which iucceeded as ill as ail their other defigns
did, as fhall be told in its proper place.

The King had for above a year managed his An Em-
correfpondence with Rome fecretly. But now the kaffador

• ient to
Priefts refolved to drive the matter paft reconcil- &ome.

ing. The correfpondence with that Court, while
there was none at Rome with a publick chara&ef,
could not be decently managed, but by Cardinal
Howard's means. He was no friend to the Je-
fuits ; nor did he lilce their over driving matters.
So they moved the King to fend an Embaffador
to Rome. This was high treafon by law. Jeffe-
ries was very uneafy at it. But the King's power
of pardoning had been much argued in the Earl
of Danby's cafe, and was believed to be one of
the unqueftionable rights of the Crown. So he
knew a fafe way in committing crimes ; which
was, to take out pardons as foon as he had done
illégal things.

The King's choice of Palmer, Earl of Caftle-
main, was îiable to great exception. For, as he
was believed to be a Jeluit, fo he was certainly
as hot and eager in ail high notions, as any of
them could be. The Romans were amazecL, when
they heard that he was to be the perfon. His
rpisfortunes were fo eminent and publick, that
they, who take their meafures much from aftro-
logy, and from the charafters they think are fixed
on men, thought it ftrange to fee fuch a negotia-
tion put in the hands of fo unlueky a man. It
was managed with great Iplendor, and at a vaft
charge.

He
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1687. He was unhappy in every ftep of it. He di-

fputed with a nice fort of affe&ation every pun&i-
sid'ever" ^° ^ ceremonia^ And, when the day fet
thingun-7 f°r his audience came, there happen'd to be fuch
happily. an extraordinary thunder, and fuch déluges of

rain, as difgraced the fhew, and heightned the
opinion of the ominoufnefs of this Embafty. Af-
ter this was over, he hàd yet many difputes with
relation to the ceremony of vifits. The points
he preffed were, firft the making P. Renaldi of
Efte, the Queen's uncle, a Cardinal -, in which he
prevaiied : And it was the only point in which
he fucceeded. He tried, if it was poffible, to
get Father Petre to be made a Cardinal. But the
Pope was known to be intraéfable in that point,
having fixed it as a maxim not to raife any of that
Order to the Purple. Count Mansfield told me,
as he came from Spain, that our Court had preffetl
the Court of Spain to join their intereft with ours
at Rome for his promotion. They gave it out,
that he was a German by birth, and undertook
that he fhould ferve the Auftrian intereft. They
alfo promifed the Court of Madrid great aftiftance
in other matters of the laft importance, if they
would procure this : Adding, that this would
prove the moft effeélual means for the converfion
of England. Upon which the Count told me, he
was afked concerning Father Petre. He, who had
gone often to Spain thro' England, happen'd to
know that Jefuit ; and told them, he was no Ger¬
man, but an Engliftiman. They tried their ftrength
at Rome for his promotion, but with no fuccefs.

The Embafîador at Rome preffed Cardinal Cibo
much, to put an end to the différences between
the Pope and the King of France, in the matter
of the franchifes, that it might appear that the
Pope had a due regard to a King that had extir-
pated herefy, and to another King who was en-
deavouring to bring other Kingdoms into th@

fheepfold.
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.fheepfold. What muit the world fay, if two 1687.
fuch kings, like whom no âges had produced any,
Ihould be'negleéted and iil ufed at Rome for fome
punctiiios ? He added, that, if theie matters were
ïettled, and if the Pope would enter into concert
with them, they would fet about the deftroying
herefy every where, and would begin with the
Dutch ; upon whom, he faid, they would fall
without any déclaration of war, treating them as
a conapany of rebels and pirates, who had not a
right, as free States and Princes have, to a for-
mal denunciation of war. Cibo, who was then
Cardinal Patron, was amazed at this, and gave
notice of it to the Impérial Càrdinals. They lent
it to the Emperor, and he fignified it to the
Prince of Orange. It is certain, that one Prince's
treating with another, to invade a third, gives a
right to that third Prince to defend himfelf, and
to prevent thofe defigns. And, lince whaç an
Embaffador fays is underftood, as faid by the
Prince whofe character he bears, this gave the
States a right to make ufe of ail advantages, that
might offer themfelves. But they had yet better
grounds to juftify their proceedings, as will ap-
pear in the fequel.

When the Embaffador faw that his remonftran-
ces to the Cardinal Patron were ineffe&uah he de-
manaed an audience of the Pope. And there he
lamented, that fo little regard was had to two fuch
great Kings. He reflefted on the Pope, as (hew-
ing more zeal about temporal concerns than the

Tpiritual ^ which, he faid, gave fcandal to ail
Chriftendom. He concluded, that, £nce he faw
interceffions made in his mafter's name were fo lit¬
tle confidered, he would make halle home : To
which the Pope made no othèr anfwer, but " lei
è padrone," he might do as he pleafed. But he
fent one after the- Embaffador, as he withdrew
from the audience, to let him know, how much
he was offended with his difcourfes, that he re-

ceived
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1687. ceived no fuch treatment from any perfon, and

that the Embafîador was to expect no other pri-
vate audience. Cardinal Howard did what he
could to foften matters. But the Embafîador was

fo entirely in the hands of the Jefuits, that he had
little regard to any thing that the Cardinal lug-
gefted. And fo he left Rome after a very expen-
fîve, but infignifkant Embafîy.

Pope in- The Pope fent in return aNuntk), Dada, now a
nocept's Cardinal. He was highlvcivil in ail his deportment.
charafter. jgut jt gjg not appear was a man 0f great

depth, nor had he power to do much. The Pope
was a jealous and fearful man, who had no know-
ledge of any fort, but in the matters of the reve¬
nue, and ot money : For he was defcended from
a family, that was become rich by dealing in
banks. And, in that refpedf, it was a happinefs
to the Papacy that he was advanced : For it was
fo involved in vaft debts, by a fuccefîion of many
wafteful Pontificates, that his frugal management
came in good time to fet thofe matters in better
order. It was known, that he did not fo much as
underftand Latin. I was told at Rome, that when
he was made Cardinal, he had a rnafter to teaeh
him to pronounce that little Latin, that he had
occafion for at high Maflès. He underftood no-
thing of Divinity. I remembered what a Jeluit
at Venice had faid to me, whom I met fometimes
at the French Embafîadores there, when we were

talking of the Pope's infallibility : He faid, that
being in Rome during Altieri's Pontificate, who
îived fome years in a perfeét dotage, he confefled
it required a very ftrong faith to believe him in¬
faillible : But he added pleafantly, the harder it
was to believe it, the aâ: of faith was the more
meritorious. The fubmitting to Pope Innocent's
infallibility was a very implicit adf of faith, when
ail appearances were fo llrongly againfî: it. The
Pope iiated the Jefuits, and exprefîed a great
efteem for the Janfenifts 5 not that he underftood
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the ground of the différence, but becaufe they 1687.
were enemies to the Jefuits, and were ill looked
on by the Court of France. He underftood the
bufmefs of the Regale a little better, it relating to
the temporalities of the Church. And therefore
he took ail thofe under his protedion, who refufed
to fubmit to it. Things feemed to go far towards
a breach between the two Courts : Efpecially af-
ter the articles, which were fet out by the Affem-
bly of the Ciergy of France in the year 1682, in
favour of the Councils of Confiance and Bafile,
in oppofition to the Papal prétendons, The King
of France, who was not accuftomed to be treated
in fuch a manner, fent many threatning meffages
to Rome, which alarmed the Cardinals fo much,
that they tried to mollify the Pope. But it was
reported at Rome, that he made a noble anfwer
to them, when they afked him, what he could do,
if fo great a King fhould fend an Army to fall up-
on him ? He faid, he could fuffer Martyrdom.

He was fo little terrined with ail thofe threatnings, Difputes
that he had fet onfoot a difpute about the franchifes. about the
In Rome ail thofe of a Nation put themfelves un- fran<^des.
der the proteélion of their Embaffador, and are
upon occalions of ceremorry his Cortege. Thefe
were ufually lodged in his neighbourhood, pre-
tending that they belonged to him. So that they
exempted themfélves from the orders and juftics
of Rome, as a part of the Embaffàdor's famiiy.
And that extent of hpufes or ftreets in which
they lodged was called the franchifes ; for in it
they pretended they were not fubjedt to the
government of Rome. This had made thefe
houfes to be well filled, not only with thofe of
that Nation, but with fuch Romans as defired to
be covered with that prote&ion. Rome was now
much funk from what it had been : So that thefe
franchifes were become fo great a part of the City,
that the privilèges of thofe that îived in them were
giving every day new difturbances to the courfe



414 The Plis tory of the Reign
1687. of juftice, and were the comme! lan&uaries ôf

criminals. So the Pope refolved to reduce the
privilèges of Embaffadors to thëir own families,
within their own palaces. Pie firft dealt with the
Emperor's, and the King of Spain's Embaffadors :
And brought thern to quit their prétendons to the
franchifes, but with this provifion, that, ■ ;
French did not the famé, they wouid return ■ >
them. So now the Pope was upon forcing the
French to fubmit to the famé methods. The Pope
faid, his Nuntio or Legate at Paris, had no pri¬
vilège but for his family, and for thofe that lived
in his palace. The French rejebled this with
great feorn. They faid, the Pope was not to pré¬
tend to an equality with fo great a King. He was
the common Father of Chrifcendom : So thofe
who came thither, as to the center of unity, were
not to be put on the level with the Embaffadors
that pafled between Sovereign Princes. Upon
this the King of France pretended, that he would
maintain ail the privilèges and franchifes that his
Embaffadors were poffefîed of. This was now
growing up to be the matter of a new quarrel,
and of frefli difputes, between thofe Courts.

The Engîïfh Embaflador being fo entirely in
the French interefts, and in the confidence of the
Jefuits, he was much lefs confidered at Rome,
than he thought he ought to have been. The truth
Is, the Romans, as they have very little fenfe of
religion, fo they confidered the réduction of Eng-
îand as a thing impraââcable. They faw no profpebt
of any profits like to arife in any of their offices by
bulis or compofitions : And this was the notion
that they had of the converffon of Nations, chief-
ly as it brought wealth and advantages to them.

I will conclude ail that I fhall fay in this place
Queen Gf tpe affairs of Rome, with a lively faying of
na^cha Qpeen Chriflina to myfelf at Rome. She faid,
rafler of 'lt was certain that the Church was governed by
fome the immédiate care and providence of God : For
Popes. 2 n0ne
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noue of the four Popes that Ihe had known, fince 1687.
fhe came to Rome had common fenfe. She added,
they were the jfirft and the laft of men. She had
given herfelf entirely for fome years to the ftudy
of Aftrology : And upon that Rie told me, the
King would live yet many years, but added that
he would have no fon.

I corne, from the relation of this EmbafTade
to Rome, to give an account of other negotiati-
ons. The King found Skelton managed his af-
fairs in Holland, with fo little fenfe, and gave
fuch an univerfal diftafte, that he refolved to

change him. But he had been fo fervilely addiéi-
ed to ail his interefts, that he would not difcou-
rage him. And, becaufe ail his concerns with
the Court of France were managed with Barillon
the French Embalfador at London, he was fent
to Paris.

The King found ont one White, an Irifhman, D'Albe-
who had been lone; a fpy of the Spaniards. And ien£

• • H. 11 vo y t o
when they did not pay his appointments well, he ^QUand.
accepted of the title of Marquis d'Albeville from
them in part of payment. And then he turned
to the French, who paid their tools more punétu-
ally. But, tho' he had learned the little arts of
corrupting Under-Secretaries, and had found out
fome fecrets by that way, which made him pafs
for a good fpy ; yet, when he came to negotiate
matters in a higher form, he proved a moft con-
temptible and ridiculous man, who had not the
common appearances either of decency or of
truth.

He had orders, before he entred upon bufmefs
with the Prince or Princefs, to afk of them, not King's
only to forbid me the Court, but to promife to preffing
fee me no more. The King had writ two violent ^ftances
letters againft me to the Princefs. She trufted me ^ c1^£®
fo far, that Ihe fhewed them to me ; and was Prince

pleafed to anfwer them according to the hints that and Prin*
I fuggefted. But now it was put fo home, that c^ls °*ac? A

. • Orange.
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1687. tliis was to be complied with, or abreach was im-

srmediately to follow upon it. So this was done.
And they were both fo true to their promife, that
I faw neither the one nor the other, till a few days
before the Prince fet fail for England. The Prince
fent Dykvelt and Halewyn conlfantly to me, with
ail the advertifements that came frorn England.
So I had the whole fecret of Englifh affairs ftili
brought me.

Dykvelt That which was firft refolved on was, to fend
fent to Dykvelt to England with directions how to talk
Lngland. aj] fôrts people : To the King, to thofe

of the Church, and tô the Difienters. I was
ordered to draw his inftruCtions, which he follow-
ed very clofely. He was ordered to expoftulate
decently, but firmly with the King, upon the me-
thods he was purfuing, both at home and abroad ;
and to fee, if it was poffible to bring him to a
better underftanding with the Prince. He was
alfo to allure ail the Church party, that the Prince
wculd ever be firm to the Church of England,
and to ail our national interefts. The Clergy, by
the methods in which they correfponded with him,
which I fuppofe was chiefly by the Bifhop of
London's means, had defired him to ufe ail his
crédit with the Diffenters, to keep them from go-
ing into the meafures of the Court ; and to fend
over very pofitive alïurances, that, in cafe they
Rood firm now to the common intereft, they would
in a better time corne into a comprehenfion of
fuch, as could be brought into a conjunClion with
the Church, and to a toleration of the reft. They
had alfo defired him to fend over fome of the

preachers, whom the violence of the former years
had driven to Holland ; and to prevail effe&ually
with them to oppofe any falfe brethren, whom
the Court might gain to deceive the reft : Which
the Prince had done. And to many of them he
gave fuch prefents, as enabled them to pay their
dehts, and to undertake the jonrney, Dykvelt

had
5
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had orders to prefs them al] to ftandofF ; and not 1,687.
to be drawn in by any promifes the Court might
make them, to afïift them in the eledtions of Par-
liament. He was alfo inftrudted to affure them of
a lu 11 toleration ; and likewife of a comprehenfion,
if poffible, whenfoever the Crown fhould devoive
on the Prinçefs. He was to try ail forts of people»
and to remove the il] impreflions that had been
giyen them of the Prince : For the Church
party was ma.de believe, he was a Prefbyterian,
and the Diffenters were pohèiTed with a conceit of
his being arbitrary and imperious. Some had even
the impudence to give out, that he was a Papiit.
But the ill terms in which the King and he lived
put an end to thofe reports at that time. Yet they
were afterwards taken up, and managed witli
much malice to create a jealoufy of him. Dykvelt
was not gone off, when D'Albeville came to the
Hague. He did ail he could to divert the journey :
For he knew well Dykveît's v/ay of penetrating
into fecrets, he himielf liaving been often employ-
ed by him, and well paid 1er feveral difeoveries
made by his means.

D'Albeville aiïured the Prince and the States, The ne-
that the King was firmly refolved to maintain his £onaci°ns
alliance with them : That his naval préparations
were oniy to enable him to preferve the peace of ancj the*
Europe : For he feemed much concerned to find, Prince,
that the States had fuch appréhendons of thefe,
that they were putting themfelves in a condition
not to be furprized by them. In his lecret né¬
gociations with the Prince and Princefs, he began
with very pofitive aiïurances, that the King intend-
ed never to wrong them in their right of luccelîion :
That ail that the King was now engaged in was
oniy, to aîfert the rights of the Crown, of which
they would reap the advantage in their turn : The
Tell was a reftraint on the King's liberty, and tliere-
fore he was refolved to have it repealed : And he
was alfo refolved to lay afide ail pénal laws in mat-

Vol. II. E e ters
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i58 7. ters of religion : Tliey faw too well the advantages

that Holiand had, by the liberty of confcience
that was fettled among them, to oppofe him in
this particular : The King could not abandon
men, becaufe they were of his own religion, who
îiad ferved him well, and had fuffered only on his
account, and on the account of their confcience.
He told them, how much the King condemned the
proceedings in France -, and that he fpoke of that
King as a poor bigot, who was governed by the
Archbifhop of Paris and Madame de Maintenon,
whereas he knew Pere de la Chaife had oppofed

s the perfecution as long as he could. But the King
hated thofe maxims : And therefore he received
the Refugees very kindly, and had given orders
for a coiledtion of charity over the kingdom for
their relief.

This was the fubftance, both of what D'Albe-
ville faid to the Prince and Princefs, and of what
the King himfelf faid to Dykvelt upon thofe fub-
jeéts. At that time the King thought, he had
made a majority of the Floufe of Commons fure :
And fo he feemed refolved to have a feffion of
Parliament in Âpril. And of this D'Albeville
gave the Prince pofitive aiïurances. But the King
had reckoned wrong : For many of thofe, who had
been with him in his clofet, were either filent, or
had anfwered him in fuch refpectful words, that he
took thefe for promifes. But, when they were
more itri&ly examined, the King faw his error :
And fo the iitting of the Parliament was put off.

To ail thefe propofitions the Prince and Princefs,
and Dykvelt in their name, anfwered, that they
were fixed in a principle againft perfecution in
matters of confcience : But they could not think
it reafonable to let Papifts in, to fit in Parliament,
or to ferve in Publick trufls : The reftiefs fpirit
of fome of that religion, and of their Clergy in par¬
ticular, fliewed they could not be at quiet till thêy
were mafters : And the power they had over the

King's
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King's fpirit, in making him forget what he liad i

promiled upon his coming to the Crown, gave but
too juft a ground of jealoufy : It appeared, that
they could not bear any reftraïnts, nor remember
paft fervices longer, than thofe who didthem could
comply in every thing, with that which was de-
fired of them : They thought, the prérogative as
limited by iaw was great enough : And they de-
fired no fuch exorbitant power as Ihould break
thro' ail laws : They feared, that fuch an attack
upon the conftitution might radier drive the Na¬
tion into a Commonweaith : They thought the
fureft, as well as the beft way was, to govern ac-
cording to law : The Church of Engîand had given
the King lignai proofs of their affection and iide-
lity j and had complied with him in every thing,
tiil he came to touch them in fo tender a point, as
the legai fecurity they had for their religion : Their
fticking to that was very natural : And the King's
taking that ill from them was liable to great cen-
fure : The King, if he pleafed to improve the ad~
vantages he had in his hand, might be both eafy
and great at home, and the arbiter of ail affairs
abroad : But he was prevailed on by the importu-
nities of fome reftlefs Priefts, to embroii ail his
affairs to ferve their ends : They could never con-
fent to abolifh thofe laws, which were the beft, and
now the only fence of that religion, which they
themfelves believed true. This was the fubftance
of their anfwers to ail the prefting meffages that
were often repeated by D'Albeville. And upon
this occafion the Princefs fpoke fo often and iwffli
fuch firmnefs to him, that he faid, fhç wras more
intraftable on thofe matters than the Prince him-
felf. Dykvelt told me, he argued often with the
King on ail thefe topicks : But he found him ob-
ftinately fixed .in his refblution. He faid, he; was
the head of the family, and the. Prince ought to
comply with him -, but that he had always fet him-
fejf againft him. Dykvelt anfwered, that the

Eei Prince
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3 68 y. Prince could net carry his compliance fo far, as tô

v. give up his religion to his pleaiure -, but that in ail
other things he had fhewed a very ready fubmiffion
to his will : The peace of Nimeguen, of which the
King was guarantee, was openly violated in the
article relatingto the principality of Orange : Yet
fin ce the King did not think fit to efpoufe his in-
terefts in that matter, he had been filent, and had
made no proteftations upon it : So the King faw,
that he was ready to be filent under fo great an
injury, and to facrifice his own concerns, rather
than difturb the King's affairs. To this the King
made no anfwer. The Earl of Sunderland, and
the reft of the Miniftry, preffed Dykvelt mightily,
to endeavour to bring the Prince to concur with
the King. And they engaged to him, that, if that
were once fettled, the King would go into clofe
meafures with him againft France. But he put an
end to ail thofe propofitions. He faid, the Prince
could never be brought to hearken to them.

A letter tj^s time a great difeovery was made of the
intentions of the Court by the Jefuits of Liege,

of Liege who in a letter that they wrote to their brethren
that dit- at Friburg in Switzerland, gave them a long ac-

the
count of the Affairs of England. They told them,

\ defgnt. chat the King was received into a communication
of the merits of their Order : That he expreffed
great joy at his becoming a fon of the fociety ;
and proieffed, he was as much concerned in ail
their interefts, as in his own : He wifhed, they
■could furnifh him with many Priefts to affift him
in the converfion of the Nation, which he was
refolved to bring about, or to die a Martyr in en-
deavouring it ; and that he would rather fuffer
death for carrying on that, than live ever fo long
and happy without attempting it. He faid, he
rauft make hafte in this work : Otherwife, if he
fhould die before he had compaffed it, he would
leave them worfe than he found them. They

'

added, arnong many particuîars, that, when one
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°f them knccled down to kifs his hand, he took 1687.
him up, and faid, fince he was a Prieft, he ought ?VY>J
rather to kneel to him, and to kifs his hand. And,
when one of them was lamenting that his next
heir was an heretick, he faid, God would provide
an heir.

The Jefuits at Friburg fhewed this about. And
one of the Minifters, on whom they were tak'ing
fome pains, and of whom they had fome hopes,
had got a fight of it. And he obtained leave to
tak,e a copy of it, pretcnding that he would make
good ufe of it. Fie fent a copy of it to Fleidegger,
the famous ProfelTor of Divinity at Zurich : And
from him I had it. Other copies of it were like-
wife fent, both from Geneva and Switzerland. One
of thole was fent to Dykvelt -, who upon that told
the King, that his Priefts had other defigns, and
were full of thofe hopes, that gave jealoufies
which could not be eafily removed : And he
named the Leige letter, and gave the King a copy
of it. fie promifed to him, he would read it -, and
he would foon fee, whether it was an impofture
framed to make them more odious, or not. But
he never fpoke of it to him afterwards. This
Dykvelt thought, was a confeffing that the letter
was no forgery. Thus Dykvelt's negotiation at
London, and D'Albeville's at the Hague, ended
without any effeft on either fide.

But, if his treating with the King was without Dykvelt's
fuccefs, his management of his inltruftions was condud in
more profperous. Fie defired, that thofe who England.
wilhed well to their religion and their country
would meet together, and concert fuch advices
and advertifements, as might be fit for the Prince
to know, that he might govern himfelf by them.
The Marquis of Halifax, and the Earls of ShrewF
bury, Devonlhire, Danby, and Nottingham, the
Lords Mordaunt, and Lumley, Herbert and
Rufiel among the Admirais, and the Bifhop of
London, were the perlons chiefly trufted. And

E e 3 upon
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1687. upon the advices that were fent over by the m the

Prince governed ail his motions. They met often
at the Earl of Shrewfbury's. And there they con-
certed matters, and drew the déclaration on which
they advifect the Prince to engage.

A Frpcla- In this ftate things lay for fome months. But
mation oi the King rejfolved to go on in his defign of break-
1

ence fent thro* the làws. He fent a Proclamation of in¬
fo Scot- dulgence to Scotîand, in February. It fet forth
land. in the preamble, that the King had an abfolute

power vefled in him, fo that ail his fubjedts were
bound to obey him without referve : By virtue
of this power, the King repealed ail the fevere
îaws that were paît in his Grandfather's name du-
ring his infancy : He with that took off ali dif-
abilities that were by any law laid on his Roman
Çatholick Subjedts, and made them capable of ail
employments and bénéfices : rie alfo flackened ail
the laws made againft the moderate Prefbyterians :
And promifed he wo.uld never force his fubjecfs by
any invincible neceffity to change their religion :
And lie repealed ail laws impofmg telts on thofe
who held any employments : Inftead of which he
fet up a new one, by which they Ihould renounce
the principes of rébellion, and Ihould oblige them-
felves to maintain the King in this his abfolute
power àgkm'ft ail mortals.

Whiçi - This was publiihed in Scotland, to rnake way
>va< Auch for that which foliowed it fome months after in
ccnkréd. pngland. It was ftrangely dràwn, and liable to

much juft cenfure. The King by this raifed his
power to a pitch, not only of lufpending, but of
repèaling laws, and of enacling new ones by his
own authority. His clainiing an abfolute power,
to which ail in,en were bound to obey without re-
ferve, was ap invafion of ail that was either légal
or facred. The onlv précédant, that cpuld b,e fourni
for fuch an extraordinary pretenfion, was in the
déclaration that Philip the fécond of Spain fent by
îhe Puke of Âîva intp the Netherlands, in which
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founded ail the authority that he committed to

that bloody m an, on the abfolute power that refled
in him. Yet in this the King went further than
Philip, who did not prétend that the fubjefts were
bound to obey without referve. Every Prince
that believes the truth of religion muft confefs,
that there are referves in the obedience of their fub-
jedts, in cafe their commands fhould be contrary
to the laws of God. The requiring ail perfons
that fhould be capable of employments to fwear to
maintain this, was to make them feel their ilavery
too fenfibly. The King's promifing to ufe " no in-
" vincible neceffity" to force his fubjeCts to change
their religion, fhewed that he allowed himfelf a
very large referve in this grâce that he promifed
his ÇubjeCts -, tho' he allowed them none in their
obedience. The laws that had pafled during King
James's minority had been often ratified by himfelf
after he was of âge. And they had received many
fubfequent confirmations in the fucceeding reigns ;
and one in the King's own reign. And the teffc
that was now taken away was paft by the prefent
King, when he reprefented his brothçr. Some took
alfo notice of the word " moderate Prefbyterians,"
as very ambiguous.

The Court finding that fo many objections lay
againft this Proclamation, (as indeed it feemed
penned on purpofe to raife newjealoufi.es) let it fall ;
and fent down another fome months after, that was
more cautioufiy worded -, only abfolute power was
fo dear to them, that it. was fcill afierted in the
new one. By it, full liberty was granted to ali
Prefbyterians to fet up Conventicles in their own
way. They cfid ail accept of it without pretending
any fcruples. And they magnified this, as an ex-
traordinary flroke of Providence, that a Prince,
from whom they expeCted an encreafe of the fe-
verities under which the laws had brought them,
fhould thus of a fudden allow them luch an un-

çqnfined liberty. But they were not fo blind, as
E e 4 i.oe
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1687. not t0 ^"ee what was aimed at by it. They triade

addreiTes upôn it full of acknovdedgments, and of
proteftations of loyalty. Yet, when fomé were
ient among them, preffing them to difpofe ail their
party to concur with the King in taking away the
tefts and pen'al laws, they anfwered them only in
cold and général words.

A decîa- In Apni the King fet ont a déclaration of to-
ration for leration and liberty of confcience for Engl'aîid.
L^Enr'0" ^llt 'lt was drawn UP much more mcdeft terms,
iaud. than the Scotch Proclamation had been. In the

preamble, the King expreffed his averfion to per-
fecution on the account of religion, and the ne-
ceffity that he found of allowing his fubjedts li¬
berty of confcience, in which he did not dou.bt of
the concurrence of his Parliament : He renewed
his promife of maintaining the Church of England,
as it was by law eifablifhed : But with this he fuf-
pended ail pénal and fanguinary laws in matters of
religion : And, fînCe the fervice of ail his fubjeéts
was due to him by the laws of nature, he declared
them ail equaily capable of employments, and fup-
prefled ail oaths or tefts that limitée! this : In con-
clufion, he promïfed he would maintain ail his
fubjedts in ail their properties, and particularly in
the pofteffion of the Abbey lands.

This gave great offence to ail true patriots, as
well as to the whole Church party. The King did
now aJTume a power of repealing laws by his own
authorlty 1 For though he pretended only to fuf-
pend thém, yet no limitation was fet to this fufpen-
lion : So it âmounted to a repeal, the laws being
fufpended for ail time to corne. The preamble, that
pretended fo priuch love and charity, and that con-
d'emned perfecution, founded ftrangely in the
mouth of a Popifti Prince. The King's faying
that he did not doubt of the Parliâment's con-

eufring with him in this matter feemed ridiculous :
For it was yifible by ail the prorogations, that
the King y/as but top well affured, that the Par¬

liament



of King Jame s II. 425
liament would not concur with him in it. And 1687.
the promife to maintain the fubje<5ts in their pof-
feiïions of the Abbey lands, looked as if the
defign of fetting up popery was thought very near
being effeéled, flnce otherwife there was no need
of mentioning any fuch thing.

Upon this a new fet of addrefles went round the Addrefles
Diffenters. And they, who had fo long reproached made UP*
the Church of England, as too courtly in theiron lt;
fubmiffions and flatteries, feemed now to vie with
them in thofe abjecSt fcrains. Some of them, be¬
ing penned by perfons whom the Court had gained,
contained fevere refleblions on the Clergy, and on
their proceedings. They magnified the King's
mercy and favour, and made great proteftations of
fidelity and gratitude, Many promifed to endea-
vour, that fuch perfons lhould be chofen to ferve
in Parliament, as lhould concur with the King in
the enabting what he now granted fo gracioufly.
Few concurred in thofe addrefles : And the per^
fons that brought them up were mean and incon-
fiderable. Yet the Court was lifted up with this,
The King and his Priefts were delighted with
thefe addrefles out of meafure : And they feemed
to think that they had gained the Nation, and had
now conquered thofe who were hitherto their moft
irreconcilabîe ennemies. The King made the
cruelty of the Church of England the common
fubjeét of difcourfé. Ele reproached them for
fetting on fo often a violent perfecution oi the
Diffenters. He faid, he had intended to have fet
"on this toleration fooner ; but that he was reftrained
by fome of them, who had treated with him, and
had undertaken to fhew favour to thofe of his re¬

ligion, provided they might be ftill fuffered to
vex the Diffenters. He named the perfons that
had made thofe propofitions to him. In which he
fuffered much in his honour : For as the perfons
denied the whole thing, fo the freedom of difcôurfe

in
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1687. in any fuch treaty, ought not to havé been made

ufe of to defame them.
The But, to carry this further, and to give a pub-
King's in- jick and an odious proof of the rigour of the

°h > Tcciefiaftical Courts, the King ordered an enquiry
Omrch to made into ail the vexations fuits into which
party. Diffenters had been brought in thefe Courts, and

into ail the compofitions that they had been forced
to make, to redeem themfelves from further
trouble : which, as was faid, would have brought
a fcandalous difcovery of ail the ill pradices of
thofe Courts. For the ufe that many that belong-
ed to them had made of the laws with relation to
the Diffenters, was, to draw prefents from fuch of
them as could make them ; threatning them with
a procefs in café they failed to do that, and upon
their doing it ieaving them at full liberty, to neg-
led the laws as much as they pleafech. It was hoped
at Court, that this fury againft the Church would
have animated the Diffenters, to turn upon the
Clergy with, fome of that fiercenefs, with which
they themfelves had been lately treated. Some
few of the hotter of the Diffenters anfwered their

expéditions. Angry fpeeches and virulent books
were publifhed. Yet thefe were difowned by the
wifer men among them : And the Clergy, by a
général agreement, made no arffwer to them. So
that the matîer was let fall, to the great grief of
the Popifh party. Some of the Biihops, that were
gained by the Court, carried their compliance to
a Ihametul pitch : For they fet on addrefîès of
thanks to the King for the promife he had made,
in the late déclaration of maintajning the Church
of Ens;iand : tho' it was vifible that the intent ofO

it was to deftroy the Church. Some few were
:drawn into this. But the Bilhop of Oxford had fo
ill fuccefs in his Diocefe, that he got but one
lingle Clergyman to concur with him in it. Some
foolifh men retained ftill their old peevifhnefso

1 Bvit
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But the far greater part of the Clergy began to 1*687.
open their eyes, and fee how they liad been en-
gaged by ill meaning men, who were now Jaying
by the mafk, into ali the fury that had been
driven on for many years by a Popifh party. And
it was often faid, that, if ever God fhould deliver
them ont of the preferit diftrefs, they would keep
up their domeftick quarrels no more, which were
fo vifibly and fo artfully managed by our enemies
to make us devour one another, and fo in the end
to be confumed one of another. And when fome
of thofe who had been always moderate told thefe,
who were putting on another temper, that they
would perhaps forget this as foon as the danger
was over, they promifed the contrary very fo-
lemnly. It fhall bc told afterwards, how well
they remembred this. Now the Bed-chamber and
Drawing-room were as full of ftories to the pré¬
judice of the Clergy, as they were formerly to the
préjudice of the Diflenters. It was faid, they had
been loyal as long as the Court was in their in-
terefts, and was venturing ail on their account ;
but as foon as this changed, they changed Iike-
wife.

The King, feeing no hope of prevailing on his ThePar-
Parliament, dilfolved it -, but gave it out, that he lîament
wTould have a new one before winter. And, the vvas
Queen being advifed to go to the Bath for her i0iveth
health, the King refolved on a great progrefs thro'
fome of the Weftern Counties.

Before he fet out, he refolved to give the Pope's The re-
Nuntio a folemn réception at Windfor. He ap- ception of
prehended fonae diforder might have hapned, if ^re PoPe's
it had been done at London. Hè thought it be- i,unuo"
low both his own dignity and the Pope's, not to
give the Nuntio a publick audience. This was
a hard point for thofe, who were to aâ: a part in
this çeremony ; for ail commerce with the See of
Rome being declared high treafon by law, this was
believed to fall within the ftatute. It. was fo ap-

prehended



'428 The Hi s tory of the Reign
1687. prehended by Queen Mary. Cardinal Pool was ob-

liged to ftay in Flanders till ail thofe laws were
repealed. But the King would not ftay for that-
The Duke of Somerfet, being the Lord of the
Bed-chamber then in waiting, had advifed with his
lawyers : And they told him, he could not fafely
do the part that was expeded of him in the au¬
dience. £0 he told the King that he could not ferve
him upon that occafion -, for he was affured it was
againft the law. The King afked him, if he did
not know that he was above the law. The other
anfwered, that, whatever the King might be, he
himfelf was not above the law. The King ex-
prefîèd a high difpleafure, and turned him out of
ail employments. The ceremony paît very heavily :
And the compliment was pronourïced with fo low
a voice, that no perlbn could hear it ; which was
believed done by concert.

The: When this was over, the King fet out for his-
mac e a progfefs, and went from Salifbury ail round as far
progrefs as to Chefter. In the places thro' which the King
thrcugh paft, he faw a vifible coldnefs both in the Nobility
"•7 and Gentry, which was not eafily born by a man
Kmîand, °f his temper. In many places they pretended

occafions to go out of their countries. Some ftaid
at home. And thofe who waited on the King
feemed to do it rather out ôf duty and refpeét,
than with any cordial affedion. The King on his
part was very obliging to ail that came near him,
and moft particularly to the Difienters, and to thofe
who had paftfed long under the notion of Common-
wealth's men. He looked very gracioufly on ail
that had been of the Duke of Monmouth's party.
He addrefied his difcourfe gerierally to ail forts of
people. He ran out on the point of liberty of con-
fcience : He faid, this was the true fecret of the
greatnefs and wealth of Holland. He was well
pîeafed to hear ail the ill-natured ftories that were
hrought him of the violencies committed of
late, either by the Juftices of Peace, or by the

Clergy.
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Clergy. He every where recommended to them 1687.
the choofing fuch Pariiament men, as would con-
cur with him in fettling this liberty as firmly as
the Magna Charta had been : And to this he nevef
forgot.to add the taking away the Tefts. But he
received fuch cold and général anfwers, that he
faw, he could not dépend on them. The King had
defigned to go thro* many more places : But the
fmall fuccefs he had in thofe which he vifited made
him fhorten his progrefs. He went and vifited the
Queen at the Bath, where he ftaid only a few
days, two or three at moft : And Ihe continued on
in her courfe of bathing. Many books were now
writ for liberty of confcience : And, fince ail
people faw what fecurity the Tefts gave, thefe
îpoke of an équivalent to be offered, that ftiould
give a further fecurity, beyond what could be
pretended from the Tefts. It was never explained
what was meant by this : So it was thought an ar-
tiftcial method to lay men afleep with a high
founding word, Some taiked of new laws to fe~
cure civil liberty, which had been fo much fhaken
by the pradtices of thefe laft years, ever fince the
Oxford Pariiament. Upon this a very extrava¬
gant thing was given out, that the King was re-
folved to fet up a fort of a Commonwealth : And
the Papifts began to talk every where very high for
publick liberty, trying by that to recommend them-
$îlves to the Nation.

When the King came back from his progrefs, \ change
he refolved to change the Magiftracy in moft of of the
the cities of England. He began with London. Magiftra-
He not only changed the Court of Aldermen, but
the govemment of many of the Companies of the 0ver

City : For great powers had been referved in the England.
new Charters that had been given, for the King to
put in and to put out at pleafure : But it was faid
at the granting them, that thefe claufes were put in
only to keep them in a due dependence on the Court,
but that they fhouîd not be made ufe of, unlefs

great
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1687. great provocation was given. Now ail this was

executed with great feverity and conternpt. Thofe,
who had ftood up for the'King during the debates
about the Exclufion, were now turned out with
difgrace : And thofe who had appeared moft vio-
lently againft him were put in the Magiftracy, who
took liberties now in their turn to infult their

neighbours. Ail this turned upon the King, who
was fo given up to the humours of his Priefts,
that he facrificed both his honour and gratitude
as they diâiated. The new men, who were brought
in, faw this too vifibly to be much wrought on
by it.

The King threw off his old party in too outra¬
geons a manner ever to return to them again. But
he was much furprifed to find that the new Mayor
and Aldermen took the Teft, and ordered the ob-
fervation of Gunpowder-treafon day to be con¬
tinuée!. When the Sheriffs came according to
cuftom, to invite the King to the Lord Mayor's
feaft, he commanded them to go and invite the
Nuntio ; which they did. And he went upon the
invitation, to the furprize of ail who faw it. But
the Mayor and Aldermen difowned the invitation ;
and made an entry of it in their books, that the
Nuntio came without their knowledge. This the
King took very ill. And upon it he faid, he faw
the Diffenters were an ill-natured fort of people,
that could not be gained. The King fignined to
the Lord Mayor, that he might ufe what form of
worlhip he liked beft in Guildhall Chapel. The
dehgn in this was to engage the Diffenters to make
the firft change from the eftablifhed worihip : And,
if a Prelbyterian Mayor ihopld do this in oneyear,
a Popifh Mayor might do it in another. But the
Mayor put the decifion of this, upon perfons
againft whom the Court could have no exception.
He fent to thofe, to whom the governing of the
Diocefe of London was committed during the fuf-
penfion, and afked their opinion in it -, which they

could
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CGuld not but give in behalf of the eftablifhed wor- 1687.
fliip : And they added, that the changing it was
againft law. So this projeft mifcarried : And the
Mayor, tho' he went fometimes to the meetings of
the Diffenters, yet he came often to Church, and
behaved himfeif more decently than was expe&ed
of him.

This change in the City not fucceeding as the
Court had expefted, did not difcourage them from
appointing a Committee to examine the Magiftra-
cy in the other Cities, and to put in or out as they
faw caufe for it. Some were putting the Nation
in hope, that the old Charters were to be reftored.
But the King was fo far from that, that he was
making every day a very arbitrary ufe of the
power of changing the Magiftracy, that was re- *
ferved in the new Charters. Thefe Regulators,
who w7ere for moft part Diffenters gained by the
Court, went on very boldly j and turned men out
upon every ftory that. was made of them, and put
fuch men in their room as they confided in. And
in thefe they took their meafures often fo haftily,
that men were put in one week, and turned out
the other.

After this the King fent orders to the Lords Qaeftions
Lieutenants of the Counties, to examine the put aboue
Gentlemen and Freeholders upon three queffions. ^eCpa°ns
The firft was, whether, in cafe they fhould be ]j*amentS<
choien to ferve in Parliament, they would confent
to repeal the pénal laws, and thofe for the Tefts.
The fécond was, whether they would give their
vote for choofmg fuch men as would engage to do
that. And the third was, whether they would main-
tain the King's déclaration. In moft of the Coun¬
ties the Lord Lieutenants put thofe queftions in fo
carelefs a mariner, that it was plain they drd not
defire they fhould be anfwered in the affirmative.
Some wTent further, anddeclared themfelves againft
them. And a few of the more refolute refufed to

put them. They faid, this was the - prelimiting
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5687. and packing of a Parliament, which in its nature

was to be free, and under no previous engagement.
Many Counties anfwered very boldiy in the né¬
gative : And others refufed to give any anfwer,
which was underftood to be équivalent to a né¬
gative. The Mayor and moft of the new Alder-
men of London refufed to anfwer. Upon this
many were turned ôut of ail Commifïïons.

This, as ail the other artifices of the Priefls,
had an effedl quite contrary to what they promifed
themfelves from it : For thofe who had refolved to

oppofe the Court were more encouraged than ever,
by the difcovery now made of the fenfe of the
whole Nation in thofe matters. Yet fuch care was

taken in naming the Sheriffs and Mayors, that
were appointed for the next year, that it was be-
lieved that the King was refolved to hold a Par¬
liament within that time, and to have fuch a
Houfe of Commons returned, whether regularly
chofen or not, as fhould ferve his ends»

It was concluded, that the King would make
ufe both of his power and of his troops, either
to force eledtions, or to put the Parliament
under a force when it fhould meet : For it was fo

pofitively faid, that the King would carry his point,
and there was fo little appearance of his being able
to do it in a fair and regular way, that it was ge-
neraily believed, fome very defperate refolution
was now taken up. His Minifters were now fo
deeply engaged in illégal things, that they were
very uneafy, and were endeavouring either to carry
on his defigns with fuccefs, fo as to get ail fettled
in a body, that fhould carry the face and appear¬
ance of a Parliament, or at leafl to bring him to
let ail fall, and to corne into terms of agreement
with his people ; in which café, they reckoned,
one article would be an indemnity for ail that had
been done.

The King was every day faying, that he was
King, and he would be obeyed, and would make

thofe
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thofe who oppofed him feel that he was their King : 1687.
And he had both Priefts and flatterers about him, '
that were ftill pufhing him forvvard. Ali men grew
melancholly with this fad profpeét. The hope of
the true Proteftants was in the King's two daugh-
ters ; chiefly on the eldeft, who was ont of his
reach, and was known to be well inftruéted, and
very zealous in matters of religion. The Princefs
Anne was ftill very ftedfaft and regular in her dé¬
votions, and was very exemplary in the courfe of her
life. But, as care had been taken to put very ordi-
nary Divines about her for her Chaplains, fo fhe had
never purfued any ftudy in thofe points with much
application. And, ail her Court being put about
her by the King and Queen, ftie was befet with
fpies, ït was therefore much apprehended, that fhe
would be ftrongly affaulted, when ail other defigns
fhould fo far fucceed as to make that feafonable.
In the mean while fhe was let alone by the King,
who was indeed a very kind and indulgent Father
to her. Now he refolved to make his fîrft attack The King
on the Princefs of Orange. D'Albeviile went over
to England in the fummer, and did not come back cefs Gf "
before the twenty fourth of December, Chriftmas Orange
Eve. And then he gave the Princefs a ietter frorn ab°uc re-
the King, bearing date the fourth of November, 5,S!0n-
He was to carry this letter : And his difpatches
being put ofF longer than was intended, that made
this letter come fo late to her.

The King; took the rife of his letter frorn a
queftion ftie had put to D'Albeviile, defiring to
know what were the grounds upcn which the King
himfeif had changed his religion. The King told
her, he was bred up in the do&rine of the Church
of England by Dr. Stewart, whom the King his
father had put about him -, in which he was fo
zealous, that when he perceived the Queen his
Mother had a defign. upon the Duke of Giocefter,
tho' he preferved ftill the refpeét that he owed her,
yet he took care to prevent it. AU the while that

Vol. II. F f he
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1687. he was beyond fea, no Catholick, but one Nun,
g-vv had ever fpoken one word to perfuade him to

change his religion : And he continued for the
moft part of that time firm to the dodtrine of the
Church of England. He did not then mind thofe
niatters much : And, as ail young people are apt
to do, he thought it a point of honour not to
change his religion. The firft thing that raifed
fcruples in him was, the great dévotion that he had
obferved among Catholicks : He faw they had
great helps for it : They had their Churches better
adorned, and did greater acts of charity, than he
had ever feen among Proteftants. He alfo obferv¬
ed, that many of them changed their çourfe of
life, and became good Chriftians, even'tho' they
continued to live ftill in the world. This made
him firft begin to examine both religions. He
could fee nothing in the three reigns in which re¬
ligion was changed in England, to incline him to
believe that they who did it were fent of God. He
read the hiftory of that time, as it was writ in the
Chronicle. He read both Dr. Heylin, and Hook-
er's préfacé to his Ecclefiaftical Policy, which con-
firmed him in the famé opinion. Pie faw clearly,
that Chrift had left an infallibility in his Church,
againft which " the gâtes of Hell cannot prevail
And it appeared that this was lodged with St. '
Peter from our Saviour's words £0 him, St. Mat.
xvi. ver. 18. U"pon this the certainty of the Scrip-
tures, and even of Chriftianity itfelf, was founded.
The Apoftles ac.knowledged this to be in St. Peter,
Abts xv. when they faid, " It feemed good to the
" Holy Ghoft and to us." It was the Authority of
the Church that declared the Scriptures to be Ca-
nonical : And certainly they who declared them
could only interpret them : And where ever this
infallibility was, there muft be a clear fuccefîiom
The point of the infallibility being once fettled, ail
other controverfies muft needs fall. Now the Ror
man Church was the only Church thaf either has

2
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înfallibility, or that pretended to it. And they 1687.
who threw off this authority did open a door to
Atheifm and Infidelity, and took people off from
true dévotion, and fet even Chrifcianity itfelf ioofe
to ail that would queftion it, and to Socinians and
Latitudinarians who doubted of every thing. He
had difcourfed of thefe things with fome Divines
of the Church of England ; but had received no
fatisfaftion from. them. The Chriftian Religion
gained its crédit by the miracles which the Apoftles
wrought, and by the hoîy lives and fufferings of
the Martyrs, whofe blood was the feed of tth~e
Church. Whereas Luther and Calvin, and thofe
who had fet up the Church of England, had their
heads fuller of temporal matters than of lpiritual,
and had let the world loofe to greatdiforders. Subk
miffion was neceffary to the peace of the Church *
And when every m an will expound the Scriptures,
this makes way to ail feéts, who prétend to build
upon it. It was alfo plain, that the Church of
England did not prétend to infallibility : Yet fhe
aéled as if fhe did : For ever nnce the Reforma¬
tion fhe had perfecuted thofe who differed from her,
Diffenters as well as Papifts, more than was .ge-
nerally known. And he could not fee why Dif¬
fenters might not feparate from the Church of
England, as well as fhe had done from the Church
of Rome. Nor could the Church of England fe¬
parate herfelf from the Catholick Church, anv
more than a County of England could feparate it
ielf from the reftof thé Kingdom. This, he faid,
was ail that his leifure aliowed hirn to Write. But
he thought that thefe things, together with the
King his brother's papers, and the Dutchefs's pa-
pers, might ferve, if not to juftify the Catholick
Religion to an unbiaffed judgment, yet at leaft to
create a favourabîe opinion of it.

I read this letter in the original : For the Prince
fent it to me together with the Princefs's anfwer,
but with a charge not to take a copy of either, but

F f 2 to
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1687. to read them over as often as I pleafed ; which î

did till I had fixed both pretty well in my me-
mory. And, as foon as I had fent them back, î
fat down immediately to writc out ail that I re-
membred, which the Princefs owned to me after-
wards, when fhe read ythe abftraéts I made, were

punétual almoft to atittle. It was eafy for me to
believe that this letter was ali the King's enditing ;
for 1 had heard it almoft in the very famé words from
his own mouth. The letter was writ very decent-
ïy, and concluded very modeftly. The Princefs
received this letter, as was told me, on the twenty
fourth of December at night. Next day being
Chriftmas day, fhe received the Sacrament, and
was during the greateft part of the day in publick
dévotions : Yet fhe found time to draw firft an

anfwer, and then to writ it out fair : And fhe fent
it by the poft on the twenty fixth of December.
Her draught, which the Prince fent me, was very
little blotted or altered. It was long, about two
fheets of paper : For as an anfwer runs generally
out into more length than the paper that is to be
anfwered, fo the. ftrains of refpecf, with which her
letter was full, drew it out to a greater length.

fre^n'1 began with anfwering another letter that fhe
ivvered. bad received by thé poft -, in which the King had

made an excufe for failing fo write ?h@ former
poft day. She was very fenfible of the happinefs
of hearing fo conftantly*from him : For no dif¬
férence in religion could hinder her from defiring
both his bleffing and his prayers, tho* fhe was
ever fo far from him. As for the paper that M.
Albeville delivered her, he told her, that his Ma-
jèfty would not be offended, if fhe wrote her
thoughts freely to him upon it.

She hoped, he would not look on that as want
of refpedt in her. She was far from fticking to the
religion in which fhe was bred out of a point of
honour : for fhe had taken much pains to be fettled
in it upon bette;; grounds. Thofe of the Church

of
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of England who had inftruéled her, had freely laid 1687.
beiore ner that which was good in the Romiih Re-
ligion, that fo, feeing the good and the bad of both,
Ihe might judge impartially; according to the
Apoftle's rule of " proving ail things, and holding
" fait that which was good." Tho' Ihe had come
young out of England, yet ihe had not left be-
hind her either the defire of being well informed,
or the means for it. She had furniihed herfelf
with books, and had thofe about her who might
clear any doubts to her. She faw clearly in the
Scriptures, that fhe muft work her own falvation
with fear and trembling, and that ihe muft not
believe by the faith of another, but according as
things appeared to herfelf. It ought to be no pré¬
judice againft the Reformation, if many of thofe
who profeiTed it led ill lives. If any of them lived
il!; none of the principles of their religion al-
iowed them in it. Many of them led good lives,
and more might do it by the grâce of God. But
there were many dévotions in the Church of Rome,
on which the Reformed could fet no value.

She acknowledged, that, if there was an in-
fallibility in the Church, ail other controverfies
muft fall to the ground. But ihe could never
yet be informed where that infallibility was lodged :
Whether in the Pope alone, or in a General Coun-
cil, or in both. And ihe defired to know in whom
the infallibility refted, when there were two or
three Popes at a time, aéling one againft another,
with the afliftance of Councils, which they called
General : And at leaft the fucceffion was then
much difordered. As for the authority that is
pretended to have been given to St. Peter over the
reft, that place which was chiefly alledged for it
was otherwife interpreted by thofe of the Church
of England, as importing only the confirmation
of him in the office of an Apoftie, when in an •
fwer to that queftion, " Simon, fon of Jonas,
" loveft thou me," he had by a triple çonfeffion

F f 3 waihed
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1687. wafhed on his triple déniai. The v/ords that the

{✓"YXi King had cited were fpoken to the other Apoftles,
as well as to him. It was agreed by ail, that the
Apoftles were infaliible, who were guided by God's
holy Spirit. But that gift, as well as many others,
had ceafed long ago. Yet in that St. Peter had
no authority over the other Apoftles: Otherwife
St. Paul underftood our Saviour's words ill, who
tc withftood him to his face, becaufe he was to
" be blamed." And if St. Peter himfelf could not

maintain that authority, Ihe could not fee how it
could be given to his fucceffors, whofe bad lives
agreed ill with his doétrine.

Nor did ihe fee, why the ill ufe that fome made
cf the Scriptures ought to deprive others of them.
It is true, ail feéts made'ufe of them, and fine!
fomewhat in them that they draw in to fupport
their opinions: Yet for ail this our Saviour faid
to the jews, " fearch the Scriptures and St.
Paul ordered his epiftles to be read to ail the Saints
in the Cherches ; and he fays in one place, î
write as to wifemen, judge what I fay." And if
they might judge an Apoftle, much more any
other teacher. Under the law of Mofes, the Gld
Teftament was to be read, not only in the hearing
of the Scribes and the Docftors of the law -, but
iikewife in the hearing of .the women and children.
And fince Gpd had made us reafonable créatures,
it feemecl neceffary to employ our reafon chiefiy
in the matters of the greateft concern. Tho' faith
was above our reafon, yet it propofed nothing to
us that was contradiétory to it. Every one ought
to fatisfy himfelf in thefe things : As our Saviour
convinced Thomas, by making him to thruft his
own hand into the print of the naiis, not leaving
him to the teftimony of the other Apoftles, who
were already convinced. She was confident, that,
if the King would hear many of his own fubjedls,
they wmuld fully fatisfy him as to ail thofe préju¬
dices, that he had at the Reformation j in which

nothing
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nothing was adfced turnultuoufly, but ail was done 1687.
according to law. The defign of it was only, to
feparate trom the Roman Church, in fo far as «it
had feparated from the primitive Church : In
which they had brought things to as great a de-
gree of perfection, as thofe corrupt âges were cap¬
able of. She did not fee, how the Church of
England could be blamed for the perfecution of the
Piffenters : For the laws made againft them were
made by the State, and not by the Church : And
they were made for crimes againft the State. Their
enemies had taken great care to foment the divi-
fton, in which they had been but too fucéefsfuh
But, if he would refieCl: on the groundç upon
which the Church of England had feparated from
the Church of Rome, he would find them to be
of a very différent nature from thofe, for which
the Diffenters had left it.

Thus, fhe concluded, fhe gave him the trouble
of a long.account of the grounds upon which (lie
was periuaded of the truch of her religion : In
which fhe was fo fully fatisfied, that fhe trufted by
the grâce of God that fhe fhouid fpend the reft of
her days in it : And fhe was fo well aftured of
the truth of our Saviour's words, that fhe was con¬
fident the gâtes of hell fhouid not prevail againft
it, but that he would he with it to the end of the
world. Ail ended thus, that the religion which
fhe profefîed taught her her duty to him, fo that
fhe fhouid ever be his moft obedient daughter and
fervan t.

To this the next return of the poft brought an
anfwer from the King, which I faw not. But the
account that was fent me of it was : The King took
notice of the great progrefs he faw the Princefs had
made in her enquiries after thofe matters : The King's
bufinefs did not allow him the time that was necef-

fary to enter into the détail of her letter : He defir-
ed, fhe would read thofe books that he had men-
îioned to her in his former letters, and fome others

F f 4 that
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1687. that he intended to fend her : And, if fhe deftred

to be more fully fatisfied, he propofed to her to dif-
courle abolit them with F. Morgan, an Englifh Je-
fuit then at the Hague.

Refit-dh- j pave pet jown yery minutely every particular
ons 00 •

thefe let- was in thofe letters, and very near in the famé
ters. words. ît muft be confeffed, that perfons of this

Quality feldom enter into fuch a difeuffion. The
King's letter contained a ftudied account of the
change of his religion, which he had repeated of-
ten : And it was perhaps prepared for him by fome
others. There were fome things in it, which, if
he had made a little more refledtion on them, it
may be fuppofed he would not have mentioned.
The courfe of his own life was not fo ftridf, as to
make it likely that the goed lives of fome Papifts
had made fuch imprefïions upon him. The eafy ab-
folutions that are granted in that Church are a much
jufter préjudice in this refpedt againft it, than the
good lives of a few can be fuppofed to be an argu¬
ment for it. The adorning their Churches, was a
refleélion that did no great honour to him that
made it. The leverities ufed by the Ghurch of
England. againft the Diffenters, were urged with a
very ill grâce by one of the Church of Rome, that
has delighted herlelf fo olten by being, as it were,
bathed with the blcod of thofe they call hereticks:
And, if it had not been for the refped: that a.
daughter paid her father, here greater advantages?
might have been taken. I had a high opinion of
the Princefs's good underftanding, and of hér know-
ledge in thofe matters, before I 1aw this letter: But
this furprized me. It gave me an aftoniftiing joy,
to fee fo young a perfon ail on the fudden, without
confulting any one perfon, to be able to wrice fo fo-
lid and learned a letter, in which fhe mixed with
the refpeél that fhe paid a father fo great a firmnefs,
that by it fhe eut off ail further treaty. And her
repulfmg the attack, that the King made upon her,
with fo much refolution and force, did let the Po-

pifh
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pifh party fee, that Ihe underftood her religion as 1687.
well as Ihe loved it.

But now I muft fay fomewhat of myfelf : After A Pr°k-
I had ftaid a year in Holland, I heard from many ^"againft
hands, that the King feemed to forget his own me.

greatnefs when he fpoke of me, which he took oc-
cafion to do very often. I had pubhfhed fome ac-
count of the fhort Tour I had made, in feveral let-
ters-, in which my chief defign was to expofe both
Popery and Tyranny. The book was welî receiv-
ed, and was much read : And it raifed the King's
difpleafure very high.

My continuing at the Hague made him ccnclude,
that I was managing defigns againft him. And
fome papers in fingle fheets came out, refle&ing on
the procedings of England, which feemed to have
a conhderable effeft on thofe who read them. Thefe
were printed in Holland : And many copies of them
were fent into ail the parts of England. Ail which
inflamed the King the more again/f me ; for he be-
lieved they were writ by me, as indeed mofl of
them were. But that which gave the crifis to the
King's anger was, that he heard I was to be marri-
ed to a conhderable fortune at the Hague. So a
projedt was formed to break this, by charging me
with high treafon for correfponding with Lord Ar¬
gile, and for converhng with fome that were out-
lawed for high treafon.

The King ordered a letter to be writ in his name
to his Advocate in Scotland, to profecute me for
fome probable thing or other *, which was intended
t>nly to make a noife, not doubting but this would
break the intended marriage. A fhip coming from
Scotland the day in which this profecution was or¬
dered, that had a quick pafîàge, brought me the
hrft news of k, long before it was fent to D* Albe-
ville. So I petitioned the States, who were then
fitting, to be naturalized in order to my intended
marriage. And this paft of courfe, without the
leaft diihcultyj which perhaps might have been

made,
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*687. made, if this profecution, now begun in Scotlarid,

had been known. Now I was legally under the
protedion of the States of Holland. Yet I writ a
fuli juftification of myfelf, as to ail particulars laid
to my charge, in fome letters that I lent to the
Earl of Middleton. But in one of thefe I faid, that,
being now naturalized in Holland, my allegiance
was, during my ftay in thefe parts, transferred from
his Majefty to the States. I alfo faid in another
letter, that, if upon my non-appearance a fentence
Ihtould pafs againft me, I might be perhaps forced
to juftify myfelf, and to give an account of the
fliare that I had in affairs thefe twenty years paft :
In which I might be led to mention fome things,
that I was afraid would difpleafe the King: And
therefore I ihould be forry, if I were driven to it.

Now the Court thought they had fomewhat
againft me: For they knew they had nothing be-
fore. So the firft citation was let fall, and a.new
one was ordered on thefe two accounts. It was pre-
tended to be high treafon, to fay my allegiance was
now trransferred : And it was fet forfh,. as a high
indigriity to the King, to threaten him with writing
a hiftory of the tranladions paft thefe laft twenty
years. The firft of thefe ftruck at a great point,
which was a part of the law of Nations. Every
man that was naturalized took an oath of allegiance
to the Prince or State that naturalized him. And,
fince no man can ferve two mafters, or be under a
double allegiance, it is certain, that there muft be
a transfer of allegiance, at leaft during the ftay in
the country where one is fo naturalized.

This matter was kept up againft me for fome
time, the Court delaying proceeding to any fentence
for lèverai months. At laft a fentence of outlawry
was given : And upon that Albeville faid, that, if
the States would not deliver me up, he would find
fuch inftruments as Ihould feize on me, and carry
me away forcibly. The methods he named of do-
ing this were very ridiculous. And he fpoke of it

to
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to fo many perfons, that I believed his defign was îbo/.
rather to frighten me, than that he could think to
effect them. Many overtures were made to fome
oF my Friends in London, net only to let this pro-
fecution fall, but to prornote me, if I would make
myfelf capable of it. I entertained none of thefè.
I had many ftories brought me of the difcourfes
among fome of the brutal Irifh, then in the Dutch
fervice. But, I thank God, 1 was not moved with
them. 1 refolved to go on, and to do my duty,
and to do what fervice I could to the publick, and
to myCountry: And refignecl myfêlf up entirely
to that Providence, that had watchea over me to
that time with an indulgent care, and had made ail
the defigns of my enemies againft me turn to my
great advantage.

I corne now to the year 1688, which proved me- jggg
morable, and produced an extraordinary and un-
heard-of Révolution. The year in this Century
made ail people reflecl on the famé year in the for¬
mer Century, in which the power of Spain received
fo great a check, that the décliné of that Monarchy
began then -, and England was faved from an inva-
fion, that, if it had fucceeded as happily as it
was well laid, muft have ended in the abfolute
conqueft and utter ruin of the Nation. Our books
are fo full of ail that related to that Armada, boaft-
ed to be invincible, that I need add no more to lo
known and fo remarkable a piece of our hiftory.
A new eighty eight raifed new expedlations, in
which the furprifing events did far exceed ail that
could have been looked for.

I begin the year with Albeville's negotiation af- Albevîl-
ter his coming to the Hague. He had before his [^rjr^0
going over given in a threatning mémorial upon States-
the bulînefs of Bantara, that looked like a pré¬
ludé to a déclaration of war; for he demanded
a prefent anfwer, fmce the King could no longer
feear the injuftice done him in that matter, which

was
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1688. was iet forth in very high words. He fent thîs me-

morial to be printed at Amfterdam, before he had
communicated it to the States. The chief effeâ:
that this had was, that the Actions of the Compa¬
ny did fink for lome days. But they rôle foon
agàin : And by this it was laid, that Albeville him-
felf made the greateft gain. The Eaft-India fleet
was then expeâed home every day. So the Mer-
chants, who remembred well the bufinefs of the
Smirna fleet in the year feventy two, did apprehend
that the King had fent a fleet to intercept them, and
that this mémorial was intended only to préparé an
apology for that breach, when it fhoulcï happen :
But nothing of that fort followed upon it. The
States did anlwer this mémorial wîth another, that
was firm, but more decently exprefîèd : By their
laft treaty with England it was provided, that, in
cafe any difputes fhould arife between the Merchants
of either fide, Commiflioners fhould be named on
both fides to hear and judge the matter: The King
had not yet named any of his fide : So that the de-
îay lay at his door ; They were therefore amazed
to receive a mémorial in fo high a ftrain, fince they
had done ail that by the treaty was incumbent on
them. Albeville after this gave in another mémorial,
in which he deflred them to fend over Commif¬
lioners for ending that difpute. But, tho' this was
a great fall from the height in which. the former mé¬
morial was conceived, yet in this the thing was fo
ill apprehendéd, that the Dutch had reafon to bçlieve
that the King's Minifters did not know the treaty,
or were not at leifure to read it : For, according t©
the treaty, and the prefent pofture of that buflnefs,
the King was obliged to fend over Commiflioners to
the Hague to judge of that afirair. When this mé¬
morial was anfwered, and the treaty was examined,
the matter was let fall.

Albeville's next negotiation related to myfelf. I
had printed a paper in juftification of myfelf, toge-
îher with my letters to the Earl of Middleton. And

he
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he in a mémorial complained of two paffages in that 168 g*
paper. One was, that I faid it was yet too early to
perfecute men for religion, and therefore crimes
againft the State were pretended by my enemies :
This, he faid, did infinuate, that the King did in
time intend to perfecute for religion. The other
was, that I had put in it an intimation, that I was
in danger by fome of the Irifh. Papifts. This, he
laid, was a rerkdtion on the King, who hated ail
fuch praétices. And to this he added, that by the
laws of Engîand ail the King's fubjecffs were bound
to feize on any perfon, that was condemned in his
Courts, in what manner foever they could: And
therefore hè defired, that both I and the printer of
that paper might be punifhed. But now upon his
return to the Hague, I being outlawed by that
time, he demanded, that, in purfuance of an article ,

of the treaty that related to rebels or fugitives, I
might be Banifhed the Provinces, And to this he
craved once and again a lpeedy anfwer.

I was called before the Deputies of the States of
Holland, that I might anfwer the two memorials
that lay before them relating to myfelf. 1 obferved
the différence between them. The one defired? that
the States would punifh mé, which did acknowledge
me to be their Subje6L The other, in contradiction
to that, laid claim to me as the King's rebel. As
to the particulars complained of, I had made no re-
fleétion on the Kingj but to the contrary. I faid,
my enemies found it was not yet time to perfecute
for religion. This infinuated, that the King could
hot be brought to it. And no perfon could be of-
fended with this, but he who thought it was now
not too early to perfecute. As to that of the dan¬
ger in which I apprehended myfelf to be in, I had
now more reafon than before to cornplain of it, linçe
the Envoy had fo publickly affirmed, that every one
of the King's fubjects might feize on any one that
was condemned, in what manner foever they could,
which was either dead or alive. I was now the fub~

jeff
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je£t of the States of Holland, naturalized in order
to a -marriage among them, as they ail knew : And
therefore I claimed their proteâion. So, if I was
charged with any thing that was not according to
law, I fubmitted myfelf to their juftice. I fhould
décliné no trial, nor the utmoft feverity, if I had
offended in any thing. As for the two memorials
thàt claimed me as a fugitive and a rebel, I could
not be looked on as a fugitive frorn Scotland. It
was now fourteen years fince I had left that King-
dom, and three fince I came out of England with
the King's leave. I had lived a year in the Hague
openly ; and nothing was laid to my charge. As
for the fentence that was pretended to be paît againft
me, I could fay nothing to it, till I faw a copy of
it.

The The States were fully fatisfied with my anfwers ;
States an- and ordered a mémorial to be drawn according to
fwer to them. They alfo ordered their Embafiador to re-
WllâtT-

îated to" Pre^ent t0 the Kingthat he himfelf knew how facred a
me. thing naturalization was. The faith and honour

of every State was concernée! in it. I had been na¬
turalized upon marrying one of their fubjedls, which
was the jufteft of ail reafons. If the King had any
thing to lày to my charge, juftice fhould be done in
their Courts. The King took the matter very ill ;
and faid, it was an affront offered him, and a juft
caufe of war. Yet, after much paftion, he faid, he
did not intend to make war upon it; for he was not
then in a condition to do it. But he knew there
were defigns againft him, to make war on him,
againft which he fhould take care to fecure himfelf:
And he fhould be on his guard. The Embaiïador
afked him, of whom he meant that. But he did
not think fit to explain himfelf further. He order¬
ed a third mémorial to be put in againft me, in
which the article of the treaty was fet forth : But
no notice was taken of the anfwers made to that by
the States : But it was infifted on, that, fince the
States were bound not to give fan&uary to fugitives

and
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and rebels, they ought not to examine the grounds 1688.
on which fuch judgments were given, but were
bound to execute the treaty. Upon this it was ob¬
ierved, that the words in treaties ought to be ex-
plained according to their common acceptation, or
the fenfe given them in the civil law, and not ac¬
cording to any particular forms of Courts, where
for non-appearance a writ of outlawry or rébellion
might lie : The fenfe of the wotd Rebel in com¬
mon ufe was, a man that had born arms, or had
plotted againft his Prince : And a fugitive was a
man that fied from juftice. The heat with which
the King feemed inflamed againft me, carried him
to fay and do many things that were very little to
his honour.

I had advertifements fent me of a further pro- Other de»
grefs in his defigns againft me. He had it fuggeft- %ns
ed to him, that, fince a fentence was paft againft aSainft
me for non-appearance, and the States refufed to
deliver me up, he might order private perlons to
execute the fentence as they could: And it was
writ over very pofitively, that 5000 1. would be
given to any one that ftiould murder me. A Gentle¬
man of an unblemifhed réputation writ me word,
that he himfelf by accident faw an order drawn in
the Secretaries Office, but not yet figned, for 3000 î.
to a blank perfon that was to feize or deftroy me.
And he alfo affixmed, that Prince George had heard
of the famé thing, and had defired the perfon to
whom he trufted it to convey the notice of it ta
me : And my author was employed by that perfon
to fend the notice to me. The King afked Jeffe-
ries, what he might do againft me in a private way,
now that he could not get me into his hands. Jef-
feries anfwered, he did not fee how the King
could do any more than he had done. He told
this to Mr. Kirk to fend it to me : For he con-

cluded, the King was refolved to proceed to extre-
mities, and only wanted the opinion of a man
of the law to juftify a more violent method. I

had
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1688. had fo many différent advertifements fent me of
-v—J' this, that I concluded a whifper of fuch a defign

might have been fet about, on defign to frighten
me into fome mean fubmiffion, or into filence at
leaft. But it had no other effeét on me, but that
I thought fit to ftay more within doors, and to
ufe a little more than ordinary caution. I thank
God, I was very little concerned at it. i refigned
up my life very freely to God. I knew my own
innocence, and the root of ail the malice that was

againft me. And I never poffeffed my own foui
in a more perfeft calm, and in a clearer cheerful-
nefs of fpirit, than I did during ail thofe threat-
nings, and the apprehenfions that others were in
concerning me.

Penfioner Soon after this a letter writ by Fagel the Pen-
ïettw''S ^10ner Fïolland was printed : Which leads me

to look back a little into a tranfa&ion that paffed
the former year. There was one Steward, a law-
yer of Scotland, a man of great parts, and of as
great ambition. He had given over the praétice
of the law, becaufe ail that were admitted to the
bar in Scotland were required to renounce the Co-
venant, which he would not do. This recom-
mended him to the confidence of that whole party.
They had made great ufe of him, and trufted him
entirely. Pen had engaged him, who had been
long confidtred by the King, as the chief mana¬
ger of ail the rebellions and plots, that had been
on foot thefe twenty years paft, more particularly
of Argile's, to corne over : And he undertook,
that he fhould not only be received into favour,
but into confidence. Fie came, before he croffed
the Seas, to the Prince, and promifed an inviola¬
ble fidelity to him, and to the common interefts
pf religion and liberty. Fie had been oft with the
Penfioner, and had a great meafure of his confi¬
dence. Upon his coming to Court, he was ca-
reffed to a degree that amazed ail who knew him.
Fie either believed, that the King was fzncere in

the
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the profeffions he made, and that his defigns went i6885
no further, than to fettle a full liberty of confci-
ence : Or he thought, that it became a man who
hâd been fo long in difgrace, not to fhew any jea-
loufies at firft, when the King was fo gracious td
him, He undertook to do ail that lay in his
power to advance his defigns in Scotland# and to
reprefent his intentions fo at the Hague, as might
incline the Prince to a better opinion of them.

He opened ail this in feveral letters to the Pen-
fioner. And in thefe he preffed him véhémently#
in the King's name, and by his direction# to per-
fuade the Prince to concur with the King in pro-
curing the laws to be repealed. He laid before

' him the inconfiderable number or the Papifts v So
that there was no reafon to apprehend much from
them, He alfo enlarged on the feverities that the
pénal laws had brought on the Dilïèntersi The
King was refolved not to confent to the repealing
them, unlefs the Tefts were takén away with them :
So that the refufing to confent to this might at
another tiine bring them iinder another fevere pra~
fecution. Steward, after he had writ many let¬
ters to this purpofe without recelving any an-
fwers, tried if he coula ferve the King in Scot¬
land with more fuccefs, than it feemed he was
ïike to havè at the Hague. But he found there#
that his oid friends were now much alienated
from him, looking on him as a perfon entirely
gained by the Court,

The Penfioner laid ail his letters before the
Prince, They were alfo brought to me; The
Prince upon this thought, that a full anfwer made
by Fagel, in fuch a manner as that it might bé
publiihed as a déclaration of his intentions# might
be of fervice to him in many refpeCts ; chiefly in
Popifli Courts, that were on civil accounts inclin-
ed to an alliance againft France, but were now
pQffeffed with an opinion of the Prince# and of
his party in. England, as defigning notbing but
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1688. the ruin and extirpation of ail the Papifts in thofe

Kingdoms. So the Penfioner wrote a long an-
fwer to Steward, which was put in Engiilh by
me.

He began it with great afïurances of the Prince
and Princefs's dtity to the King. They were both
of them miich againft ail perfecution on the ac~
count of religion. They freely confented to the
covering Papifts from the feverities of the laws
made againft them, on the accèunt of their re¬
ligion, and alfo that they might have the free ex-
ercife of it in private. They alfo confented to
grant a fuîl libërty to DiiTenters. But they could
not confent to the repeal of thofe laws, that tend-
ed only to the lecuring the P'roteftant religion j
fuch as thofe concerning the Tefts, which import-
ed no punifhment, but only an incapacity of be-
ing in publick émployments, which could not be
complained or as great feverities. This was a
caution obferved in ail Nations, and was now ne-

cefiary, both for fecuring the publick peace and
the eftablifhed religion. If the numbers of the
Papifts were ib.fmall as to make them inconfidera-
ble, then it was not reafonable to make fuch a
change for the lake of a few. And if thofe few,
that pretended to publick employments, would do
ail their own party fo great a préjudice, as not to
fuffer the King to be content with the repeal of
the pénal laws, unlefs they could get into the of¬
fices of truft, then their ambition was only to be-
blamed, if the offers now made were not accepted.
The matter was very ftrongly argued thro' the
whole letter : And the Prince and Princefs's zeal
for the Proteftant Religion was fet out in terms,
that could not be very acceptable to the-King.
The letter was carried by Steward to the King, and
véas brought by him into the Cabinet Council.
But nothing followed then upon it. The King
ordered Steward to write back, that he would ei-
tfieî* have ail or nothing. Ail the Lay-Papifts of

England,
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England, who were not engaged in the intrigues 1&&8.
of the Priefts, preffed earneftiy that the King y-—j
would accept of the repeal of the pénal laws j
■which was offered, and would hâve made the m
both eafy and fafe for the future. The Empetor
was fully fatisfied with what was offered j and pro-
îïiifed to ufe his intereft at Rome, to get the Pope
to write ro the King tc> accept of this, as a ftep to
the other : But I could not learn whether he did
it, or not. If he did, it had no effeâ:. The
King was in ail points governed by the Jefuits,
and the French Embaffador.

Father Petre, as he had been long in the confit Fâcher
dence, was now brought to the Council board, Pe^e a
and made a Privy Counfellor : And it was' given priv
out, that the King was refotred to get a Cardi- CounfeP
nal's Cap for him, and to make him Archbifhop
of York. The Pope was ftill firm to his refolu-
tion againft it. But it was hoped, that the King
would conquer it,. if not in the prefent, yet at fur-
theft in the next Pontincate. The King refolved
at the famé time not to difguft the Secuiar Priefts ;
So Bifhop Leyburn, whom Cardinal Howard had
fent over with the Kpifcopal characler, was made
much ufe of in appêarance, tho' he had no great
fhare in the counfels. There was a faction formed
between the Seculars and the Jefuits, which was
lometimes near breaking out into an open rupture,
But the King was fo partial to the jefuits, thafi
the others found they were not on equai terms with
thème There were three other Biffions confecra-

JL

îied for England. And thefe four were ordered to
make a progrefs and circuit over England, con-
firm in g, and doing other Epifcopal offices, in ail
clie parts of England. Great numbers gathered'
about them, wherefoever they went.

The Jefuits thought ail was fure, and. that their fbe c-n-
fcheme was fo well laid that it could not mifearry,
And they had fo poffeffed that contemptible tool ;ts.
qf. theirs, Albeviile, with this, that lie feemed up-
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x688. on his return to the Hague to be fo fanguine, that

he did not ftick to fpeak out, what a wifer man
would have fuppreffed tho' he had believed it.
One day, when the Prince was fpeaking of the
promifes the King had made, and the oath that he
had fworn to maintain the laws and the eftablifhed
Church, he, inftead of pretending that the King
flilj kept his word, faid, upon fome occafions
Princes muft forget their promifes. And, when
the Prince faid, that the King ought to have more
regard to the Church oi England, which was the
main body of the Nation, Aibeville anfwered,
that the body which he called the Church of Eng¬
land would not have a being two years to an end.
Thus he fpoke out the defigns of the Court, both
too early and too openly. But at the famé time
he behaved himfelf in ail other refpedts fo poorly,
that he became the jeft of the Hague. The fo-
reign Minifters, Mr. D'Avàux the French Em-
baflador not excepted, did not know how to ex-
cufe or bear with his weaknefs, which appeared
on ail occafions and in ail companies.

The Pen- What he wrote to England upon his firft au-
fioner's diences was not knôwn. But it was foon after
letterwas fpread up and down the Kingdom, very artificially
pnnted. an(j wjc]1 mych indultry, that the Prince and Prin-

cefs had now confented to the repeal of the Tefts,
as well as of the pénal laws. This was writ over
by many hands to the Hague. The Prince, to
prevent the ill effedts that might follow on fuch
reports, gave orders to print the Penfioner's let-
ter to Steward ; which was fent to ail the parts of
England, and was received with an univerfal joy.
The Difîenters faw themfelves now fafe in his in¬

tentions towards them. The Church party was
confirmed in their zeal for maintaining the Tefts.
And the Lay-Papifts feemed likewife to be fo well
pleafed with it, that they complained of thofe am¬
bitions Priefts, and hungry Courtiers, who were

refolved,
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refolved, radier than lay down their afpirings and 1688.
other proje&s, to leave them ftill expofed to die
feverities of the laws, tho' a freedom from thefe
was now offered to them. But it was not eafy to
judge, whether this was fincerely meant by them,
or if it was only a popular art, to recommend
themfelves under fuch a moderate appearance.
The Court faw the hurt that this letter did them.
At firft they hoped to have ftified it by calling it
an impofture. But when they were driven from
that, the King began to fpeak feverely and inde-
cently of the Prince, not only to ail about him,
but even to foreign Minifters : And refolved to
put fuch marks of his indignation upon him, as
fhould let ail the world fee how deep it was.

There were fix Régiments of the King's fub- The K!nS
jedts, three Englifh and three Scotch, in the fer- tbe
vice of the States. Some of them were old Re- n e^ts 0f

giments, that had continued in their fervice dur- his fub-
ing the two wars in the late King's reign. Others if^s \n the
were raifed fince the peaçe in feventy three. But
thefe came not into their fervice under any capi¬
tulation, that had referved an authority to the
King to call for them at his pleafure. When Ar¬
gile and Monmouth made their invafion, the King
defired that the States would lend them to him.
Some of the towns of Holland were fo jealous of
the King, and wifhed Monmouth's fuccefs fo
much, that the Prince found fome difficulty in
obtaining the confent of the States to fend them
over. There was no diftinftion made among them
Jbetween Papifts and Proteftants, according to a
maxim of the States with relation to their armies :

So there were feveral Papifts in thofe Régiments.
And the King had fhewed fuch particuîar kindnefs
to thefe, while they wrere in Engiand, that at their
return they formed a fadtion which was breeding
great diftraétions among them. This was very
juneafy to the Prince, who began to fee that he
might bave occafion to make ufe of thofe bodies,
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1688. if things fhould be carried to a rupture betwèen

the King and him. : And yet he did not know how
lie çould truft them, while fuch OfHcers were in
çommand. He did not fee neither, how he could
get rid of them welî. But the King helped him
crut of that difficulty : He wrote to the States,
that he had occafion for the fix Régiments of his
fubjects that were in their fervice, and defireci
that they fhould be fent over to him.

Whicli This demand was made ail of the fudden, with-.
was refa-r QUt any previous application to any of the States,
thf o^Fr- t0 ^Tpofe them to crant .it, or to m any of the Of-
cers had hcers to .perfuade them to afk their Congé to go
le ave to over. The States pretended the Régiments were
£>Q- theirs : They had paid levy money for them, and

had them under no capitulation : So they excufed
tbemfelves, that they could not part with them'.
But they gave orders, that ail the Ofîicers that
fhould afk their Congé, fhould have it, Thirty
or forty came and afked, and had their Congé.
So now the Prince was deliver'ed from fome trou-

blefome men by this management of the King's.
U'pon that, thefe bodies were fo modeîed, that
the Prince knew, that he might dépend entirely
on them : And he was no more difturbed by thofe
infoient Officers, who had for fome years behaved
themfelves rather as enemies, than as perfons in
the States pay.

The diicqurfe of a Parliamcnt was oiten taken
up, and as often let fall : And it was not eaiy to
judge in what fuch fluctuâting counfels would end.
Father Petre had gained fuch an afeendant, that
he was con-fidered as the firft Minifter of State.
The Nuntiahad moved the King to interpofe, and
médiate a réconciliation between the Court of
Rome and France. But he anfwered, that fince
the Pope would not gratify him in the promotion
of Father Petre, hç would leave him, to free him-
felf of the trouble, into which he had involved
hinifelf the beft way he çould. And our Court

feckçned,
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reckoned, that as foon as the Pope felt h'imfelf 1688.
preffed, he would fly to the King for protection, wxj
and grant him every thing that he afked of him
in order to obtain it. That Jefait gave daily new
proofs ©f a weak and ill governed paftion, and
diicovered ail the ill qualities of one, that feemed
raifed up to be the common incendiary, and to
drive the King and his party to the précipice.

Towards the end of April the King thoughtAnevvde-
fit to renew the déclaration, that he had fet out ^arta0Cj°"a
the former year for liberty of confcience ^ with an tjon>

addition, declaring that he would adhéré firmly
to it, and that he would put none in any publick
employments, but fuch as would concur with him
in maintaining it. He alfo promifed, that he
would hold- a Parliament in the November fol-
lowing. This promife of a Parliament fo long
beforehand was fomewhat extraordinary. Both
Father Petre and Pen engaged the King to it, but
with a différent profped. Pen, and ail the tools
who were employed by him, had ftill fome hopes
of çarrying a Parliament to agree with the King,
if too much time was not loft : Whereas the de-r

laying a Parliament raifed jealoufies, as if none
were intended, but that it was only talked of to
amule the Nation till other defigas were ripe.

On the other haild, Father Petre and his cabai
faw that the King was kept off from m any things
that they propofed, with the expectation of the
concurrence of a Parliament : Ancl the fear of -

giving new difgufts, which might obftruct that,
"had begot a caution that was very uneafy to them.
They thought that much time was already loft,
and that they made but a frnall progrefs. They
began to apprehend, that the Regulators, who
were ftill feeding them with hopes, and were afk>
ing more time and more money, did intend only
to arnufe them, and to wear out the bufinefs. into
more length, and to keep themfelves the langer
in crédit and in pay ; but that they did not in

G g 4 their
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1688. their hearts wifh well to the main defign, and

f/VV therefore aéted but an infincere part with the King.
Therefore they refolved to put that macter to the
laft trial, reckoning, that, if the King faw it was
in vain to hope for any thing in a Parliamentary
way, he might be more eaffiy carried to extream
and violent methods.

Whichthe The King was not fatisfied with the puhlifhing
C]érgy his déclaration : But he refolved to oblige the
SeTedTo Clergy t0 rea<^ in'ajl their Churches in the time
read." of divine fervice. And now it appeared, what

bad effedts were like to follow on that officions
motion that Sancroft had made, for obliging the
Clergy to read the déclaration that King Charles
fet opt in the year 1681,. after the diffiolution of
the Qxford Parliament. An order paft in Coun-
çil, requiring the Biffiops to fend copies of the
déclaration to ail their Clergy, and to order them
to read it on two feveral Sundays in time of di¬
vine fervice.

This put the Clergy under great difficukies.
And they were at firft much divided about it.
Even many of the beft and worthieft of them
were under fome diftraôion of thought. They
had many meetings, and argued the point long
amopg themfelvts, in and about London. On
the one hand it was faid, that if they refufed to
read it, the King would proceed again|t them for
difobedience. ît did not feetn reafonable to run

fo great a hazard upon fuch a point, that was not
ftrong enough to bear the confequences, that might
follpw on a breach. Their reading it did not im¬
port their approving it. But was only a publica¬
tion of an act of their King?s. So it was propofed,
to lave the whole by making fome déclaration,
that their reading it was a meer act of obedience,
and did pot import any affent and approbation of
theirs. Pthers thpught, that the publiffiing this
jn fuch manner was only impofed on them, to
ipake them odious and çontemptibie to the whole

* Nation,
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Nation, for reading that which was intended for 1688J
their ruin. If they carried their compliance fo
far, that might provoke the Nobility and Gentry
to carry theirs much further. If they once yielded
the point, that they were bound to read every'
déclaration, with this falvo that it did not împort
their approving it, they wouid be then bound to
read every thing that fhould be fent to them :
The King might make déclarations in favour of
ail the points of Popery, and require them to read
them : And they could not fee where they muft
make their flops, if they did it not now. So it
feemed neceflary to fix on this, as a rule, that
they ought to publifh nothing in time of divine
fervice, but that which they approved of. The
point at prefent was not, whether a toleration was
a lawful or an expédient thing. The déclaration
was founded on the claim of a difpenling povver,
which the King did now ahurne, that. tended to
the total fubverfion of the government, and the
making it arbitrary ; whereas by the conftitution
it was a lenal adminiftration. It alfo allowed fuch
an infinité liberty, with the lufpenfion of ail pénal
laws, and that without any limitation, that Pa-
ganifm itfelf might be now publickly profefîed.
It was vifible, that the defign in impofing the
reading of it on them, was only to make them ri-
diculous, and to make them contribute to their
own ruin. As for the danger that they might in-
çur, they faw their ruin was refolved on : And
nothing they could do was like to prevent it, un-
lefs they would balely facrifice their religion to
their worldly interefts. It would be perhaps a
year fooner or later by any other management : It
was therefore fit, that they fhould préparé them-
felves for fuffering •, and not endeavour to prevent
jt by doing that, which would draw on them the
fiatred of their friends, and th.e fcorii of their
£nemies,

Thefe
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• Thefe reafons prevailed : And they refolved not
to read the deelarati-on. They faw of what im-

To which portance it was, that they fhouJd be unanimous in
would Mothing could be of more fatal confequenee
not give than their being divided in their praétice. For,
obedi- jf any confiderable body of the - Clergy, fuch as
ence* could carry the name of the Church of England,

could hâve been prevailed on to give obedience,
and- o.nly fo.me number, how valuable foever the
men might be, fhould refufe to obey ; then the
Court .might fti.ll prétend, that they would main-
îain the Church of England, and fingle out ail
thofe who had not given obedience, and fall on
them, and fo break the Church within itfelf upon
this point, and then deftroy the one half by the
means of the reil. The moft eminent were re¬

folved not to obey : And thofe who might be
prevailed on to comply would by that means fall
under fuch contempt, that they could not have
the crédit or ftrength to fupport the eftablilhed
religion. The Court depended upon this, that
the greater part would obey : And fo they would
be furniflied with a point of State, to give a co-
lour for turning out the difobedient, who were like
to be the men that ftood moft in their way, and
crofled their defigns moft, both with their learn-
ing and crédit.

Thofe few Biflrops that were engaged in the de-
ftgn of betraying the Church, were perfuaded that
this would be the event of the matter : And they
poffeffed the King with the hope of it fo pofitive-
ly, that ne feemed to dépend upon it. The cor-
refpondence over England was managed with that
fecrecy, that thefe refolutions were fo communi-
cated to the Clergy in the Country, that they were
generally engaged to agree in their condudt, be-
fore the Court came to apprehend that they would
be fo unanimous, as it proved in çonclufion that
they were.

The
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The Archbilhop of Canterbury, Sancroft, re- iêgg

folved upon this occafion to a<St fuitably to his poft
and charabter. He wrote round his Province, The
and defired that fuch of the Bifhops as were
able would corne up, and confult together in a fix Biftops
matter of this great concern : And he afked the pétition
opinion of thoie, whom their âge and infirmities tiie Kir>g.
difabled from taking the journey. He found,
that eighteen of the Bifhops, and the main body
of the Clergy, concurred in the refoiution agai'nlt
feading the déclaration. So he, with fix of the
Bifhops that came up to London, refolved in a
pétition to the King, to lay before him the reafons
that determined them not to obey the ofder of
Council, that had been fent them : This flowed
-from no want of refpeét to his Majefty's autho-
rity, nor from any unwillingnefs to Jet fàvoiir
be fhewed to Diffenters ; in relation to whom they
were willing to corne to fuch a temper, as fhould
be thought fit, when that matter fhould be confi-
dered and fettled in Parliament and Convocation :

But, this déclaration being founded on fuch a dif-
penfing power, as had been often declared illégal
in Parliament, both in the year 1662 and in the
year 1672, and in the beginning of his own reign,
and was a matter of fo great confequence to the
whole Nation, both in Church and State ; they
could not in prudence, honour, and' confidence,
make themfelves fo far parties to it, as the publi¬
cation of it once and again in God's houfe, and
in j:he time of divine fervice, muft amount to.
- The Archbifhop was then in an ill State of
heaith. So he fent over the fix Bifhops with the
pétition to the King, figned by himfelf ànd thé
reft. The King was muçh furprifed with tins, be^
ing fiattered and deceived by his fpies. Cart-
wright, Bifhop of Chefter, was pofTefied with a
ftory that was too eafiiy believed by him, and was
by him carried to the King, who was very apt to '
bclievc every thing that fuited with his own défi2ns,

The
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î68B. The ftory was, that the Bifhops intended by a pe^

tition to the King to let him underftand, that or-
ders of this kind ufèd to be addreffed to their
Chancellors, but not to themfelves -, and to pray
him to continue that method : And that by this
means they hoped to get out of this difficulty,
This was very acceptable to the Court, and pro-
cured the Bifhops, a quick admittance. And they
had proceeded fo carefully that nothing concerted
among them had broken out ; for they had been
very'fecret and cautions. The King, when he
heard their pétition, and faw his miftake, fpoke
roughly to them. He faid, he was their King,
and he would be obeyed : And they ihould be
made to feel what it was to difobey him. The fix
Bifhops were ,St. Afaph, Ely, Bath and Wells,
Peterborough, Chichefter, and Briftol. The an-
fwer they made the King was in thefe words:
" The will of God be done." And they came
from the Court in a fort of triumph. Now mat-
ters were brought to a crifîs. The King was en-
gaged on his part, as the Bifhops were on theirs.
So ail people looked on with great expeéfations,
reckoning that upon the ifïue of this bufinefs a
great decifion would be made, both of the defigns
of the Court, and of the temper of the Nation.

The King confulted for fome days with ail that
were now employed by him, what he fhould do
upon this emergent -, and talked with people of
ail perfuafions. Lob, an eminent man among
the Diffenters, who was entirely gained to the
Court, advifed the King to fend the Bifhops to
the Tower. Father Petre feemed now as one

tranfported with joy : For he thought the King
was engaged to break with the Church of Eng-
land. And it was reported, that he broke out
înto that indecent expreflion upon it, that they
fhould be made to eat their own dung. The King
was long in doubt. Some of the Popifh Nobility
prefTed him earneftly to let the matter fall : For

now
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iîôW it appeared, that the body of thc Clergy were
refolved not to read the déclaration. Thofe who
did obey, were few and inconfiderable. Only fe-
ven obeyed in the City of London, and not above
two hundred ail England over : And of thefe
fome read it the firft Sunday, but changed their
minds before the fécond : Others declared in their
fermons, that tho* they obeyed the orderj they did
not approve of the déclaration : And one, more
pleafantly than gravely, told his people, that, tho®
lie was obliged to read it, they were not obliged
to hear it -, and he ftopt till they ail went out, and
then he read it to the walls : In many places, as
foon as the Minifier began to read it, ail the peo-
pie rofe, and went out.

The King did what he could to encourage thofe
that did obey his order. Parker, Bifhop of Ox¬
ford, died about this time. He wroté a book
againfl the Tefls full of pétulant fcurrility, of
which I fhall only give one inftance. Pie had re~
hedled much on the whole Popifh Plot, and on
Oates's evidence : And upon that he called the
Teft, the Sacramerit of the Oatefian villainy. He
treated the Parliament that ena&ed the Tefls, with
a fcorn that no Popifh writer had yet ventured
on : And he faid much to excufe tranfubflantia-
tion, and to free the Church of Rome from the
charge of idoiatry. This raifed fuch a difgufl at
him, even in thofe that had been formerly but too
much infîuenced by him, that, when he could not
help feeing that, he funk upon it. I was defired
to anfwer his book with the feverity that he de-
ferved : And I did it with an acrimony of ftile,
that nothing but fuch a time, and fuch a man,
could in any fort excufe. It was faid, the King
fênt him my papers, hearing that nobody elfe
flurft put them in his hands, hoping that it would
raife his indignation, and engage him to anfwer
them. One Hall, a Conformift in London, who
was looked on as half a Prefbyterian» yet, becaufe

he
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1688. he reâd the déclaration, was made Bifhop of Ox-

ford. One of the Popifh Biihops, was upon the
-King's Mandamus chofen, by the illégal Fellows
of Magdalen's Collège, their Preiident. The fenfe
of the Nation, as well as of the Clergy, had ap-
peared lo fignally on this occ^ion, that it was vifible»
that the King had not only the feven petitioning
Bifliops to deal with, but the body of the wh'ole
Nation, fcoth Clergy and JLaity.

The King The violent ad vices of Father Petre, and the
theErt^ party, were fo fatally fuited to the King's
fhopstobe own temPer ancl paffîon, that they prevailea over
profecut- the wifer Gounfels of: almoft ail that were advifed
ed for if, with. But the King, before he would bring the

mattèr to the Council, fecretly engaged ail the
Privy Counfellors to concur with him : And, after
a fortnight's confultation, the Bifhops were cited
to appear before the Council. The pétition was
offered to theip ; and they were afked, if they
owned it to be their pétition. They anfwered, it
feemed they were to be proceeded againft upon
that accotant; fo they hoped the King would not
prefs them to a confeffion, and then make ufe of
it againft them : After they had offered this, they
owned the pétition. They were next chargedwith
the publication of it *, for it was then printed. But
they abfolutely denied that was done by their means.
The Archbifhop had wrAtteh the pétition ail in his
own hand, without employing any perfon to copy
it out : And tho' there was one draught written of
the pétition, as it was agreed on, from which he
had written out the original which they had ail
figned, yet he had kept that ftill in his own pof-
ieftion, and had never fhewn it to any perfon : So
it was not pubiifhed by them : That misft have
been done by fome of.thole to whom the King had
Ihewed it.

They They were in the next place required to enter
—- into bonds, to appear in the Court of the King's
Tower, hench, and anfwer to an information of mifde»

meanor.
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rèeanfer. They-exéèj*téd to t-HIsallé fddy that ïC>88.
•by'their Péërage they were not -bôund to cfo utà-T^/'Nj
Upon their infifting on this, they were fent to
the Tower, by a warrant figned by the whole-
board, except Father Fetre, who was paft over
by the King's order. This fet ail the whole City
into the higheft fermentation, that was ever know-n
in memory of man. The Bifhops were fent by
watér to the Towér: And ail along as they paft,
the banks of the river wrere full of people, who
kneeled down and afked their bieffirig, and With-
loifd fliouts expreflèd their good wifhes for them,
and their concern in their prefervation. The fol-
diers, aiid other officera in the Tower, did the famé.
An univerfal confternation appeared in aîl peoples
looks. But the Ring was not moved with ali this.
And, tho' two d'ays- after, upon the 'Queen's- pre~
tended deîivery, the King had a fair occafiôri to
have granted a général pardon, to celebrate the-
joy of that birth, (and it was given out by thofe-
Papifls that had always afTe&ed to pafs for mode-
rate men, that they had ail prefiedthis vehement-
Jy,) the King was inflexible : He faid, his autho-^
rity would beconie contemptible, if he fuffered-
fuch an affront to pafs unpunifhed.

A week after their commitment, they were»
brought upon a Habeas Corpus to the KingV
bench bar, where their Counfel offered to m ako
it appear to be an illégal commitment : But the;
Court allowed it good in law. They were requir-
ed to enter into bonds for fmall fums, to anfwer
tô the information, that day fortnight.

The Bifhops were difcharged of their imprifo»«But foon
ment:- And people of ail forts ran to vifit them after dir¬
as Confeffors, one company going in-as another;charce^'
went out. The Appearance in Weilminfter-Hal!
was very folemn : About thirty of the Nobility ac»
companying them. Ail the flreets were full of'
fhoutings the refl of the day, and with bonefires-
at n-ight.

3 When
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1688. When the day fixed for their trial came,- ther#

u—v-w was a vaft concourfe. Weftminfter-Hall, and ail
They the places about, were full of people, who were
werctned. ftrangely affedfced with the matter. Even the Ar-

my, that was then encamped on Hounflow-Heath,
fhewed fuch a difpofition to mutiny, that it gave
the King no fmall uneafinefs. The trial came on,
which was chiefly managed againft the Bilhops by
Sir William Williams. He had been Speaker in
two fucceftive Parliaments, and was a zealous pro-
moter of the Exclufion : And he had continued

niany years a bold pleader in ail caufes againft the
Court : But hel was a corrupt and vicions man,
who had no principles, but followed his own in-
terefts. Sawyer the Attorney General, who had
for many years ferved the ends of the Court in a
moft abjedt and obfequious manner, would not fup-
port the difpenfing power : So he was turned out,
Powis being advanced to be Attorney General :
And Williams was made Solicitor General. Powis
adled his part in this trial as fairly as his poft could,
admit of. But Williams took very indecent liber¬
tés. And he had great advantages over Sawyer and
Finch, who were among the Bifhops Counfel, by
tefie&ing on the précédents and proceedings dur-
ing their being the King's Counîèl. The King's
Counfel could not liave full proof, that the Bifhops
hands were truly theirs, and were forced to have
recourfe to the confeftion they had made at the
Council board which v/as thought very difiionour-
able, fince they had made that confeffion in confi¬
dence, trufting to the King's honour, tho' it did
not appear that any promife was made, that no ad-
vantage fhould be taken of that confeftion. No
proof was brought of their publilliing it, which
was the main point. The prefenting it to the King,
and afterwards their owning it to be their pétition,
when it was put to them at the Council board, was
ail that the King's Counfel could offer for proof of
this j which was an apparent ftrain, iri which even

thoib
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thofe Judges, that were the fureft to the Court, 1688.
did not feem to be fatisfied. ït was much urged
againft them, that this pétition was a libel, tend-
ing to the defaming the King's government.

But to this it was anfwered, that they having re-
ceived an order, to which they found they could
not give obedience, thought it was incumbent on
them, as Biihops and as fubjefts, to lay before the
King their reafons for it : Ail fubjeéts had a right
to pétition the King : They as Peers were of his
great Council, and fo had yet abetterclaim to that:
And that more particularly in matters of religion;
for the aft of uniformity in Queen Elizabeth's
time had required them under a curfe to look card-
fully after thofe matters : The difpenfing povver
had been often brought into debate in Parliament,
and was always voted to be againfc law7: And
the late King had yielded the point by recall-
ing his déclaration: So they thought, they had a
right to reprefent thefe things to the King. And
occafion was often taken to reflect on the difpenfing
power. To this the King's Counfel replied, that
the votes of one or both Houfes were not laws,
till they were enaâed by King and Parliament : ' >
And the late King's paffing once from a point of
his prérogative did not give it up, but only waved
it for that time: They urged much the facrednefs
of the King's authority -, that a paper might be
true in faft, and yet be a libeî ; that in Parliament
the two Houfes had a right to pétition, but it was
fedition to do it in a point of government out of
Parliament.

The trial did laft long, above ten hours. The
crouds continued in expe&ation ail the while, and
expreiïèd fo great a concern for the Bifhops, that
the witneffes who were brought againft therii were
not only treated with much fcorn, and loud îaugh-
ter upon every occafion, but feemed to be in fuch
danger, that they efcaped narrowly, going away
by a back pafTagé, TTwo of the Judges, Powel

Vol. II. " H h and
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1688. and Halloway, delivered their opinion, 'that therc

was no fêditious matter in the pétition, and that it
was no libel. Wright was now brought into this
Court and made Chief Juftice-,. and Herbert was
made Chief juftice of the Common Pleas : Her¬
bert was with the Court in the main of the King's
difpcnfing power, but was againft them in moft
particulars : So he could not ferve their ends in
this Court. Wright was the properer tool. He
in his charge called the pétition a libei : But he did
not think the publication was proved.

And ac- The Jury was faïrly returned. When they were
qaitted. fiant up, they were foon agreed upon their verdict,

to acquit the Biftlops. But it was thought to be
both the more folemn, and the fafer way, to conti¬
nue ïhut up till the morning. The King ftill flat-
tered himfelf with the hope that the Biftaops would
be brought in guiity. He went that morning to
the camp : For the ill humour the Army was in,
the day before, made hirn think it neceflary to go
and keep them in awe and order, by his own pre-
fence.

lo the Çol1rt fat again next day. And then the
YI\hc°y Jur7 câme with their verdict. Upon which there
'['own and .were fuch fhoutings, fo long continued, and' as it
Naticn. were echoed into the City, that ail peopîe were

ftruck with it. Every m an feerned tranfported with
jjoy. Bonefires were made ail about the ftreets.
And the news going over the Nation, produced
the like rejoycings and bonefires ail England over.
The King's prefence kept the Army in fome order.
But he was no looner gone out of the camp, than
he was followed with an univerfal Ihouting, as if it
had been a victory obtained. And fo fatally was
the King pufhed on to his ruin, that he feemed not

( to be by all this, enough convinced of the folly of
thofe violent Counftls. He intended ftill to purfue
them. It was therefore refolved on, to bring this
matter of the contempt of the order of Council, in
not reading the déclaration, before the Ecclefiaftical

Com-
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Comrniffioners. They did not think fit to cité tîie 1688.
Archbiihop and Bifhops before them : For they U^V°SJ
did not doubt they would plead to their jurifdidti-
on, and refufe to acknowledge their authority ;
which they hoped their Chanceliers, and the infe-
rior Clergy, would not venture on.

Citations were fent out requiring the Chaneel- Thé Gîef--
lors, and Archdeacons to fend in the lifts of ail the gy was

Clergy, both of fuch as had obeyed, and of thofe e"
who had not obeyed the order of Councih Some ^
of thefe were now fo much animated, with the
fenfe that the Nation had exprefifed of the Bifhops
imprifonment and trial, that they declared they
would not obey this order : And others excufed
themfelves in iofter terrns. When the day came
to which they were cited, the Bifhop of Rochefter,
tho' he himfelf had obeyed the order, and had hL
therto gone along, fitting with the other Com-
mifîioners, but had always voted on the milder*
fide, yet now, when he faw matters were running
fo faft to the ruin of the Church, he not only would
fit no longer wiçh them, but wrote a letter tothem j
in which he faid, it was impoftible for him to go
on with them any longer, for tho' he himfelf had
obeyed the order of Council, which he protefted
he did, becaufe he thought he was bound in con¬
fidence to do it, yet he did not doubt but that thofe
who had not obeyed it* had gone upon the famé
principle of foîlowing their confcience, and he
would much rather choofe to fufter with them,
than to concur in making them luffer. This
ftopped proceedings for that day, and put the
Court to a ftand. So they adjourned themfelves
till December : And they never fat any more.

This was the progrefs of that tranfadlion, whifcft TheÈL
was conftdered ail Europe over as the trial, whe- ^ llllsther the King or the Church were like to prevaih
The decifion was as favourable as was poiTibles
The King did aftiime to himfelf a power to make
îaws void, and to qualify men for employments,

H h 2 whom



468 The History of the Reign
1688. whom the law had put under fuch incapacities,
UW that ail they did was null and void. The Sheriffs

and Mayors of towns were no légal OfHcers :
Judges, (one of them being aprofeffed Papift, Ali-
bon,) who took not the Tell, were no Judges: So
that the government, and the légal adminiftration
of it, was broken. A Parliament returned by fuch
men was no légal Parliament. Ail this was done
by virtue of the difpenfing power, which changed
the whole frame of our government, and fubje&ed
ail the laws to the King's pleafure : For, upon the
famé pretence of that power, other déclarations
might have corne out, voiding any other laws that
the Court found ftood in their way ; iince we had
fcarce any law that was fortified with fuch claufes,
to force the exécution of it, as thofe that were laid
afide had in them. And when the King pretended,
that this was fuch a facred point of government,
that a pétition, offered in the modefteft terms, and
in the humbleft manner polfible, calling it in
queftion, was made fo great a crime, and carried
fo far againft men of fuch eminence ; this I con-
fefs fatisfied me, that here was a total deftruétion
of our conflitution, avowedly began, and violently
profecuted. Here was not jealoufies nor fears :
The thing was open and avowed. This was not
a fingle aét of illégal violence, but a decîared de-
fign againft the whole of our conftitution. It was
not only the judgment of a Court of law : The
King had now by two publick atfts of ftate, re-
newed in two fucceffive years, openly publiftied
his defign. This appeared fuch a total fubverfion,
that, according to the principles, that fome of the
higheft afîertors of lubmiftion and obedience,
Barlday and Grotius, had laid down, it was now
lawful for the Nation to look to itfelf, and fee to
its own prelervation. And, as foon as any man
was convinced that this was lawful, there remained
nothing but to look to the Prince of Orange, who
was the only perfon that either could fave them,

or
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or had a right to it : Since by ail the laws in the 16S&*
world, even private as well as publick, he that has
in him the reverfion of any eftate, has a right to
hinder the poiïeffor, if he goes about to deftroy
that, which is to corne to him after the poffefîor's
death.

Upon ail this diforder that England was falling Ruffel
into, Admirai Rufïei cameto the Hague. He had
a good pretence for coming over to Holland, for prince.
he had a lifter then living in it. He was defired
by many of great power and intereft in England to
fpeak very freely to the Prince, and to know pofi-
tively of him what might be expeéted from him.
Ail people were now in a gaze : Thofe who had
little or no religion had no mind to turn Papifts,
if they could fee any probable way of refifting the
fury with which the Court was now driving : But
men of fortune, if they faw no vifible profpeâ:,
would be governed by their prefent intereft : They
were at prefent united : But, if a breaking Ihould
once happen, and fome men of figure fhould be
prevailed on to change, that might go far ; efpe-
cially in a corrupt and diftolute Army, that was
as it were let loofe to commit crimes and violences

every where, in which they were rather encouraged
than punifhed ; for it feemed to be fet up as a
maxim, that the Army by rendring it felf odious
to the Nation would become thereby entirely de-
voted to the Court : But after ail, tho' foldiers
were bad Engliftimen and worfe Chriftians, yet the
Court found them too good Proteftants to truft:
much to them. So Rufifel put the Prince to ex->
plain himfelf what he intended to do.

The Prince anfwered, that, if he was invited by The
fome men of the beft intereft, and the moft valued Prince'a
in the Nation, who ftiould both in their own name, anfver»
and in the naine of others who trufted them, in¬
vite him to corne and refeue the Nation and the
Religion, he believed he could be ready by the end
of September to corne over. The main confidence

H h ^ we
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1688. we had was in the Electoral Prince of Branden-
V'V^ burg ; for the old Elebtor was then dying. And

I toid Ruflel at parting, that, unlefs he died, there
would be great difRcuities, not eafily maftered, in
the defign of the Prince's expédition to England.

TheElec- He was then ill of a dropfy, which, coming af-
Brnden ter a »out a ^GnS continuante, feemed to threaten
burg's " a i'pëedy end of his life. I had the honour to fee
destfk. him at Cleve -, and was admitted to two long au¬

diences, in which he was pleafed to fpeak to me
with great freedom, He was a Prince of great
courage. He both underftood military matters
•well, and loved them mueh. He had a very per-
fedt view of the ftate Europe had been in for fifty
years, in which he Had born a great lhare in ail
affairs, having diredted his own counfels him-
felf. He had a wonderful mernory, even in the
fmalleft matters ; for every thing paft under his eye,
He had a quick apprehenfion, and a choîerick
temper. The heat of'his fpirits was apt to kindle
too quick, til:l his intereft eooled him : And that
fetched him back, which brought him under the
cenfure of changing fides too loon and too often.
He was a very zealous man in ali the concerns of
religion. His own life was regular and free of ail
blemifhes. He tried ail that was poiîibie to bring
the Lutherans and Calvinifts to lbme terms of re¬

conciliation. Pie complainecl much of the rigidity
of the Lutherans, more particularly of thofe in
Prufïia 2 Nor was he well plealed witli the ftiffnefs
of the Calvinifts : And he inveighed againft the
Synod of Dort, as that which had fet ail on fire,
and made matters almoft paft reconciling. He
thought, ail pofitive décriions in thofe matters
ought to be laid alide by both parties, without.
which nothing could bring them to a better temper.

He had a very fplendid Court : And to main-
tain that, and his great armies, his fubjedls were
prefîed hard by many uneafy taxes. He feemed
not to have a juft fenfe of the miferies of his people.
His Minifters had great power over him in ail lefîèr

matters.
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mattérs, while he direbted the greater : And he 1688.
fuffered them to enrich themfelves exceflively. ^

In the end of his life the Eleétorefs had gained
great crédit, and governed lus counfels too much.
He had fet it up for a maxim, that the Ele&oral
familles in Germany had weakned themfelves fo
much, that they would not be able to maintain the
liberty of the Empire againft the Auftrian Family,
which was novv riling by their viétories in Hun-
gary : The Eîoufes of Saxe, and the Palatine, and
of Brunfwick, and Hcffe, had done this fo much,
by the difmembring fome of their dominions to
their younger children, that they were mouldring
to nothing : He therefore refolved to keep ail his
dominions entire in one hand : This would make
his Family the balance to the Houfe of Auftria,
on whom the refl of the Empire muft dépend :
And he fuffered his Eleétorefs to provide for her
children, and to enrich herfelf by ail the ways fhe
could think on, fince he would not give them any
fhàre of his dominions. This Ib.e did not fail to do.
And the Eleâror, having juft caufe of complaint
for being abandoned by die Allies in the peace of
Nimeguen, and fo forced to reffore what he had
got from the Swedes, the French upon that gave
him a great penfion, and made the Elebtorefs fuch
prefents, that he was prevailed 011 to enter into
their interefts : And in this he made fome ill fteps
in the décliné of his life. But nothing could foften
him with relation to that Court, after they broke
the edicl of Nantes, and began the perfecution of
the Proteftants. He took great care of ail the Re-
fugees, He fet men on the frontier of France to
receive and defray them ; and gave them ail the
marks of Chriftian compaffion, and of a bounty
becoming fo great a Prince. But his âge and in-
firmities, he being crippled with the goût-, and
the ill underftanding that v^as between the Prince
Electoral and Electorefs, had fo disjointed his
Court, that little was to be expe&ed from him.

H h 4 Deatl>
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1688. Death came upon him quicker than was looked

v—for. He received the intimations of it with the
firmnefs that became both a Chriftian and a Hero.
He gave his laft advices to his fon, and to his Mi-
nifters, with a greatnefs and a tendernefs that both
furprifed and melted them ail : And aboveall other
things he recommended to them the concerns of
the Proteftant Religion, then in fuch an univerfal
danger. His fon had not his genius. He had not
a ftrength of body nor a force of mind capable of
great matters. But he was filled with zeal for the
Reformed Religion : And he was at that time fo
entirely poffeffed with a confidence in the Prince of
Orange, and with a high efteem of him, as he was
his coufin german, that we had a much better
profpedt of ail our affairs, by his fucceeding his
father. And this was encreafed by the great crédit
that Dankelman, who had been his Governor,
continued to have with him : For he had true no¬

tions of the affairs of Europe, and was a zealous
Proteftant, and was like to prove a very good Mi-
nifter, thos he was too abfolute in his favour, and
was too much fet on raifing his own family. Ail
at the Hague were looking with great concern on
the affairs of Europe ; thefe being, in many ref-
pebts? and in many différent places, brought to a
very critical ftate.

i muft now look back to England, where the
Queen Queen's deiivery was the fubjeét of ail men's dif-
gave out courfe. And fince fo much dépends on this, ï
was^with §*ve as anc^ as diftindt an account of ail
child.1 t^at related to that matter, as I could gather up

either at that time or afterwards. The Queen had
been for fix or feven years in fuch an ill ftate of
health, that every winter brought her very near
death. Thofe about her feemed well affured that
fhe, who had buried ail her children, foon after
they were born, and had now for feveral years
ceafed bearing, would have no more children. Fier
own Priais apprehended ita and feemed to willi for
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her death. She had great and fréquent diftempers, 1688.
that returned often, which put ail people out of *—-v—
their hopes or fears of her having any children.
Her fpirits were now much on the fret. She was
eager in the profecution of ail the King's defigns.
It was believed, that fhe had a main hand in
driving him to them ail. And he, perhaps to
make her gentler to him in his vagrant amours,
was more eafy to her in every thing elfe. The La-
dy Dorchefter was corne back from Ireland : And
the King went oft to her. But it was vifible, ihe
was not like to gain that crédit in affairs, to which
Ihe had alpired : And therefore this was lefs con-
fidered.

She had another mortification, when Fitz-James
the King's fon was made Duke of Berwick. He
was a foft and harmlefs young man, and was much
beloved by the King : Bût the Queen's dillikekept
him from making any great figure. He made two
campaigns in Hungary, that were little to his ho-
nour : For, as his Governor diverted the allowance
that was given for keeping a table, and fent him
always to eat at other tables, fo, tho' in the fiege
of Buda there were many occafions given him to
have diftinguilhed himfelf, yet he had appeared in
none of them. There was more care taken of his
perfon, than became his âge and condition. Yec
his Governor's brother was a Jefuit, and in the fe-
cret : So every thing was ventured on by him, and
ail was forgiven him.

In September, the former year, the Queen went
to the Bath, where, as was already told, the King
came and faw her, and ftaid a few days with her.
She after that purfued a full courfe of bathing :
And, having refolved to return in the end of Sep¬
tember, an accident took her to which the fex is
fubjed : And that made her ftay there a week lon¬
ger. She came to Windfor on the fixth of G<5to-
ber. It was faid, that, at the very time of her
çoming to the King, her mother, the Duchefs of

Modena,
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ï688. Modena, made a vow to the Lady Loretto, that
vw her daughter mightby lier means have a fon. And

it went current, that the Queen believed herfelf to
be with child in that very inflant, in which her
mother made her vow : Of which, fome travellers
have afîured me, there was a folemn record made
at Loretto. A conception faid to be thus begun
looked fufpicious. It was now fixed to the fixth
of Oétober : So the nine months were to run to

thefixth of July. She was in the progrefs of herbig
belly let blood feveral times : And the moft aftrin-
gent things that could be propofed were ufcd."

It was loon obferved, that ail things about her
perfon were managed with a myflerious fecrecy,
into which none were admitted but a few Papiils.
She was not dreffed nqr undreffed with the ufual
ceremony. Prince George told me, that the
Princefs went as far in defiring to be fatisfied by

r feeling the motion, after fhe faid fhe was quick,
as fhe could go without breaking with her : And
fhe had fometimes ftaid by her even indecently
long in mornings, to fee her rife, and to give her
her fhift : But fhe never did either. She never

offered any fatisfaftion in that matter by letter to
the Princefs ofGrange, nor to any of the Ladies
of quality, in whofe word the world would bave
acquiefced. The thing upon this began to be fuf-
pedted : And fome libeîs were writ, treating the
whole as an irnpofture. The ufe the Queen made
of this was, toiay, that fince fhe faw fome were
fufpedting her as capable of fo black a contrivance,
fhe fcorned to fatisfy thofe who could entertain
fuch thoughts of her. How jufl foever this might
be with relation to the libellers, yet certainly, if
fhe was truly with child, fhe owed it to the King
and herfelf, to the King's daughters, but moft of
ail to the infant fhe carried in her belly, to give
fuch reafonable fatisfaction, as might put an end
to jealoufy. This was in lier power to do every

day :
f
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day : And her not doing it gave juft grounds.of 1688.
fufpicion.

Things went thus on till Monday in Eafter week.
On that day the King went to Rochefter, to fee
fome of the naval préparations ; but was foon fent
for by the Queen, who apprehended fhe was in
danger of mifcarrying. Dr. Scarborough was
come to Knights-bridge to fee Bifhop Ward, my
predecelfor, who had been his antient friend, and
was then his patient : But the Queen's coach was
fent to call him in ail halte, fince fhe was near

mifcarrying. Dr. Windebank, who knew nothing
of this rnatter, llaid long that morning upon an
appointaient for Dr. Wallgrave, anôther of the
Queen's phyucians, who the néxt time he faw him
excufed himfelf, for the Queen, he faid, was then
under the moft apparent figns of mifcarrying. Of
this the Doétor made oath : And it is yet extant.

On the famé day the Countefs of Clarendon, be-
ing to go out of town for a few days, came to fee
the Queen before Ihe went, knowing nothing of
what had happen'd to her. And Ihe, being a La-
dy of the Bcd-chamber to Queen Dowager, did,
according to the rule of the Court, go into the
Queen's Bèd-chamber without afking admittance.
She faw the Queen a bed, bemoaning herfelf in a
moft doleful manner, faying often, Undone, Un-
done : And one that belonged to her carried fome-
what out of the bed, which fhe believed was linen
taken from the Queen.. She was upon this in fome
confuhon : And the Countefs of Powis coming in,
went to her, and faid with fome fharpnefs, what
do you here ? And carried her to the door. Be¬
fore fhe had got out of the Court, one of the Bed-
chamber women followed her, and charged her
not to fpeak of any thing fhe had feen that day.
This matter, whatever was in it, was hulhed up :
And the Queen held on her courfe.

The Princefs had mifearried in the fpring. So,
gs foon as Ihe had recovered her ftrength, the King

prelfed
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1688. preffed her to go to the Bath, fince that had fo
wv good an effect on the Queen. Some of her phyfi-

cians, and ail her other friends, were againft her
going. Lower, one of her phyficians toid me, he
was againft it : He thought, fhe was not ftrong
enough for the Bath, tho' the King preffed it with
an unufual vehemence. Millington, another phy-
fician, told the Earl of Shrewfbury, from whom
I had it, that he was preffed to go to the Princefs,
and advife her to go to the Bath. The perfon that
fpoke to him told him, the King was much fet on
it, and that he expedted it of him, that he would
perfuade her to it. Millington anfwered, he would
not advife a patient according to direction, but ao
cording to his own reafon : So he would not go.
Scarborough and Witherly took it upon them to
advife it : So fhe went thither in the end of May.

, As foon as fhe was gone, thofe about the Queen
reckoning ^ {udden change her reckoning, and
changed. began it from the King's being with her at Bath.

This came on fo quick, that, tho5 the Queen had
fet the fourteenth of June for her going to Wind-
for, where fhe intended to lie in, and ail the pré¬
parations for the birth and for the child were or-
dered to be made ready by the end of June, yet
now a refolution was taken for the Queen's lying
in at St. james's ; and diredtions were given to
jhave ail things quickly ready. The Bath water
either did not agree with the Princefs : Or the ad-
vices of her friends were fo preffing, who thought
her abfence from the Court at that time of fuch
confequence, that in compliance with them fhe gave
it out, it did not, and that therefore fhe would re-
turn in a few days.

The day after the Court had this notice, the
Queen faid, fhe would go to St. James's, and look
-for the good hour. She was often told, that it was
impoffible upon fo fhort a warning to have things
ready. But fhe was fo pofitive, that fhe faid, fhe
would lie there that night3 tho5 fhe fhould lie upon
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the boards. And at night, tho* the Ihorter and 1688."
quicker way was to go from Whitehall to St.
James's thro' the Park, and fhe always went that
way, yet now, by a fort of affeétation, fhe would
be carried thither by Charing-Crofs thro' the Pall-
Mall. And it was given out by ail her train, that
fhe was going to be delivered. Some faid, it would
be next morning : And the Priefts faid very con-
fidently, that it would be a boy.

The next morning, about nine a clock, fhe fent The
word to the King, that fhe was in labour. The Queen
Queen Dowaser was next fent to. But no Ladies :aib !° be

r c o 1 ^ in labour.
were lent ror : So that no women were in the room,
but two drelfers and one undreffer, and the mid-
wife. The Earl of Arran fent notice to the Coun-
tefs of Sunderland : So (lie came. The Lady Bel-
lafis came alfo in time. The Proteftant Ladies
that belonged to the Court, were ail gone to Church
before the news was let go abroad : For it hap-
pen'd on Trinity Sunday, itbeing that year on the
tenth of June. The King brought over with him
from Whitehall a great many Peers and Privy
Counfellors. And of thefe eighteen were let into
the Bed-chamber : But they ftood at the furtheft
end of the room. The Ladies ftood within the
alcôve. The curtains of the bed were drawn clofe,
and none came within them, but the midwife, and
an under dreffer. The Queen lay ail the while
a bed : And, in order to the warming one fide of
it, a warming-pan was brought. But it was not
opened, that it might be feen that there was fire
and nothing elfe in it : So here was matter for fuf-
picion, with which ail people were filled.

A little before ten, the Queen cried out as in a And de-
ftrong pain, and immediately after the midwife ,îvered of
faid aloud, fhe was happily brought to bed. When a lon*
the Lords ail cried out of what, the midwife an-

fwered, the Queen muft not be furprifed : Only
fhe gave a fign to the Countefs of Sunderland, who
upon that touched her forehead, by which, it being

the

■>
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1688, the fign before agreed on, the King faidhe knew it>

was a boy. No cries were heard from the child :
Nor was it fhewn to thofè in the room. It was

pretended, more air was necefiarv. The under
drefter went out with the child, or fomewhat elfe,
in her arms to a dreffing room, to which there was
a door near the Queen's bed : But there was ano-
ther entry to it from other apartments.

Great . The King continned with the Lords in the Bed°
grounds or chamber for fome minutes j which was either a fign
app^ared muc^ phlegm upon fuch an Occafion ; for it was

not known whether the child was alive or dead :

Or it looked like the giving time for fome ma¬
nagement. After a little while they went ail into
the dreffing room : And then the news was pub-
iifhed. In the mean while, no body was called to
lay their hands on the Queen's belly, in order to
a full fatisfadion. When the Princefs came to

Pown three days after, ihe had as little fatisfadion
given her.- Chamberlain, the man midwife, who
was always ordered to attend her labour before,
and who brought the plaifters for putting back the
milk, wondered that he had not been fent to. He
went according to cuftom with the plaifters : But
he was told they had no occafion for him. He
fancied, that fome other perfon was put in his
place : But he çould not find that any had it. Ail
that concerned the milk, or the Queen's purga-
tions, was managed ftill in the dark. This made
ail people inclined more and more to believe, there
was a bafe impofture now put on the Natidn.
That ftill increafed. That night one Hemings, a
very worthy man, an Apothecary by his trade,
who lived in St. Martin's Lane, the very next door
to a family of an eminent Papift : (Brown, bro-
ther to the Vifcount Montacute, lived there:) The
wall between his parlour and theirs being fo thin,
that he could eafily hear any thing that was faid
with a louder voice, he (Hemings) was reading in
his parlour late at night, when he heard one com-
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ing into the neighbouring parlour, and fay with a 1688.»
doleful voice, the Prince of Wales is dead : Upon urv»
which a great many that lived in the houfe came
down flairs very quick : Upon this confufion he
could not hear any thing more ; but it was plain,
they were in a great confternation. He went with
the news next morning to the Bifhops in theTow-
£r. The Countefs of Clarendon came thither foon
after, and told them, fhe had been at the young
Prince's door, but was denied accefs : She was
amazed at it -, and alked, if they knew her : They
faid, they did -, but that the Queen had ordered,
that no perfon whatfoever fhould be fuffered to
corne in to him. This gave crédit to Heming's
ftory, and iooked as if ail was ordered to be kept
jfhut up clofe, till another child was found. One,
that faw the child two days after, faid to me, that
he Iooked llrong, and not like a child fo newly
born. Windebank met Walgrave the day after
this birth, and remembred him of what he had
told him eight weeks before. He acknowledged
wjiat he had faid, but added, that Gocl wrought
miracles: To which no reply could, or durit be
made by the other : It needed none. So heaîthy
a child being fo little like any of thofe the Queen
had born, it was given out, that he had lits, and
could not live. But thofe who faw him every day
obferved no fuch thing. On the contrary the child
was in a very profperous ftate. None of thofe fits
ever happen'd, when the Princefs was at Court ;
for fhe could not be denied admittance, tho' ail

' others were. So this was believed to be given out
to make the matter more crédible. It is true, fome
weeks after that, the Court being gone to Wind-
for, and the child fent to Richmond, he fell into^
fuch fits, that four phyficians were fent for. They 1 kechijhi v

^ # J 2,g W21S DC -

ail Iooked on him as a dying child. The King i-teved,
and Queen were fent for. The Phyficians went to died, and
a dinner prepared for them ; and were often won- another _

dring that they were not called for. They took it ^sr^m
for '
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1688. for granted, that the child was dead. But, when

they went in after dinner to look on him, they faw
a found healthy child, that feemed to have had no
fort of illnefs on him. It was faid, that the child
was ftrangely revived of a fudden. Some of the
phyficians told Lloyd, Bifhop of St. Afaph, that
it was not poiïible for them to think it was the
famé child. They looked on one another, but
durft not fpeak what they thought.

Thus I have related fuch particuîars as I could
gather of this birth : To which fome more fhall
be added, when I give an account of the proof
that the King brought afterwards to put this mat-
ter out of doubt •, but by which it became indeed
more doubtful than ever. I took moft of thefe
from the informations that were fent over to the
Prince and Princefs of Orange, as I had many from
the vouchers themfèlves. I do not mix with thefe
the various reports that were, both then and after¬
wards, fpread of this matter, of which Bifhop Lloyd
bas a great collection, moft of them well attefted.
What truth foever may be in thefe, this is certain,
that the method in which this matter was conduCt-
ed from fïrft to laft was very unaccountable. If
an impofture had been intended, it could not have
been otherwife managed. The pretended excufe
that the Queen made, that fhe owed no fatisfaCtion
to thofe w7ho could fufped her capable of fuch bafe
forgery, was the only excufe that fhe could have
made, if it had been really what it was commonly
faid to be. She feemed to be foon recovered, and
was fo little altered by her labour, either in her
looks or voice, that this helped not a little to en-
çreafe jealoufies. The rejoycings over Engîand
upon this birth was very cold and forced. Bon-
ftres were made in fome places, and a fet of con-
gratulatory addreffes went round the Nation. None
durft oppofe them. But ail was formai, and only
to make a fhew,

The
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Thé Prince and Princefs of Orange received fhe 1688.

news of this birth very deçently. The firft ietters
gave not thofe grounds of fufpicion that were fent
to them afterwards. So they fent over Zuyleftein
to congratulate : And the Princefs ordered the Orange
Prince of Wales to be prayed for in her Chapeh fenc to
Upon this occafion, it may not be improper to fet |^n£ratu"
clown, what the Princefs faid to myfelf on this
fubjeél two years before. I had afked her, in the
freedom of much difcourfe, if fhe knew the tem-

per of her own mind, and how Oie could bear the
Queen's having a fon. She faid, fhe was fure it
wouid give her no concern at ail on her own ac¬
couru : God knewbeft what was fit for her : And,
if it was not to ferve the great ends of providence,
fhe was fure that, as to herfelf, fhe wouid rather
wifh to live and die in the condition fhe was then
in. The advertifements formerly mentioned came
over from fo many hands, that it was impofîible
not to be fhaken by them. It was aîfo taken ill in
England, that the Princefs fhould have begun fo
early, to pray for the pretended Prince : Upon
whiçh the naming him difcontinued. But this was
fo highiy refented by the Court of England, that
the Prince, fearing it might precipitate a rupture,
ordered him to be again named in the prayers.

The Prince fet himfelf with great application to The
préparé for the intended expédition : For Zuyle- Prince de-
ftein brought him fuch pofitive advices, and fuch %ns aa
an affurance of the invitation he had defired, that
lie wras fully fixed in his purpofe. It was advifed England.
from England, that the Prince could never hope
for a more favourable conjundture, nor for better
grounds to break on, than he had at that time.
The whole Nation was in a high fermentation.
The proceedings againft the Bifhops, and thofe
that were ftill kept on foot againit the Clergy,
made ail people think the ruin of the Church was
refolved on, and that on the firft occafion it wouid
be executed, and that the Religion wouid be al-

Vol. IL I 1 teredc
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tered. The pretended birth made them reckon
that Popery and Slavery woûld be entailed on the
Nation. And, if this heat went off, people would
lofe heart. It was aifo vifible, that the Army con-
tinued well affedled. They fpoke openly againft
Popery : 1 hey drank the moft reproachful healths
againft them that could be invented, and treated
the few.Papifts that were among them with fcorn
and averfion. The King faw this fo vifibly, that
he broke up the camp, and fent them to their quar-
ters : And it was believed, that he would bring
them no more togeîher, till they were modelled
more to his mind. The feamen fhewed the famé
inclinations. The Dutch had fet out a fleet of
twenty four men of war, on pretence to fecure. their
trade : So the King refolved to fet out as ftrong a
fleet. Strickland, who was a Papift, had the com-
mand. He brought fome Priefts aboard with him,

J who faid Mafs, or at leaft performed fuch offices of
their Religion as are allowed in fhips of war : And
the Chaplain, that was to ferve the Proteftants in
Strickland's ffiip, was fent away upon a flight pre¬
tence. This put the whole Fleet into fuch a dif-
order, that it was like to end in a mutiny. Strick¬
land punifhed fome for this : And the King came
down to accommodate the matter. He fpoke very
foftly to the feamen Yet this made no great im~
preffion : For they hated Popery in général, and
Strickland i» particular. When fome gained per-
fons among the feamen tried their affebtions to the
Dutch, it appeared they had no inclinations to make
war on them. They faid aloud, they were their
friends and their brethren ; but they would very
willingly go againft the French. The King faw
ail this, and was refolved to take other more mo-
derate meafures.

[-n'a ad Thefe advices were fuggefted by the Earl of Sun-
vifedmôre fter^and, who faw the King was running violently
modcrate to his own ruin. So, as foon as the Queen admit-
proceed- ted men to audiences, he had fome very long ones
in2s< - ' of
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of lier. He reprefented to lier, that rhe ftate of 1688.
lier affairs was quite changed by lier having a fon.
There was no need of driving things fait, now
they had a fucceffion fure : l ime would bring ail
about, if matters were but foftly managed. He
.told her, it would become her to fet up for the au-
thor of gentle counfels, that fhe might by another
adminiftration lay the dame that was now kindled.
By this (lie would gain the hearts of the Nation,
both to herfelf and to her fon : She might be de-
clared Regent, in cale the King fhouid die before
her fon came to be of âge. He found thefe ad-

• vices began to be hearkned to. But, that he might
have the more crédit in preffing them, he, who
had but too flight notions of religion, refolved to
déclaré himfelf a Papiit. And then, he being in
the famé interef: with her. and moft violently hated
for this ill ftep he had made, he gained fuch an af-
cendant over her fpirit, that things were like to be
put in another management.

He made the ftep to Popery ail on the fudden, An4 he
without any previous inftruction or conférence : lUrne<i
So that the change he made looked too like a man
who, having no religion, took up one, radier to
ferve a turn, than that he was truly changed from
one religion to another. He has been firice accuf-
ed, as if he had done ail this to gain the more cré¬
dit, that fo he might thé more efFebtually ruin the
King. 1 here was a fufpicion of another nature,
that ftuck with fome in Enorland, who thouokto ' o

that Mr. Sidney, who had the fecret of ail the cor-
Aefpondence that was between the Prince and his
party in England, being in particular friendfhip
v/i.th the Earl of Sunderland, the Earl had got in-
to that lecret : And they fancied he would get in¬
fo the Prince's confidence by Sidney's means. So I
was writ to, and defired to put it home to the Prince,
whefher he was in any confidence or correfpon-
dence with the Earl of Sunderland, or not ? For,
till they were fatisfied in that matter, they would

I i 2 not
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1688. not go on ; fmce they believed he would betray ail,

y—» when things were ripe for it, and that many were
engaged in the defign. The Prince upon that did
fay very pofitively, that he was in no fort of cor-
refpondence with him. His counfèls lay then ano-
ther way. And, if time had been given him to
foliow the fcheme then laid down by him, things
might have turned fataHy : And the Nation might
have been fo laid afleep with new promifes, and a
différent conduct, that in a flow method they might
have gained that, which they were fo near lofing,
by the violent proceedings in which they had gone
fofar. The Judges had orders in their circuits to
proceed very gently, and to give new promifes in
the King's name. But they were treated every
where with fuch contempt,. that the common de-

. cencies were lcarce paid them, when they were on
the bench. And they now faw that the prefent-
ments of Grand Juries, and the verdicts of other
Juries, were no more under their direction. Things
flept in England, as is ufual, during the long va¬
cation. But the Court had little quiet, having
every day frelh alarms from abroad, as well as great
mortifications at home.

The
„ I muft now change the fcene, and give a large

Orange" account thc affairs abroad, they having fuch a
treatf connection with ail that followed in England. Upon
with fome the Eleétor of Brandenburg's death, the Prince
grinces of pent jy[n Bentink with the compliment to the new

.
m~ Eleclor : x\nd he was ordered to lay before him the

ftate of affairs, and to communicate the Prince's
defign to him, and to afk him, how much he might
dépend upon him for his affiftance. The anfwer
was fuli and frank. He offered ail that was afk-
ed, and more. The Prince refolved to carry over
to England an Army of nine thoufand foot, and
four thoufand horfe and dragoons. He intended
to choofe thefe out of the whole Dutch Army. But
for the fecurity of the States, under fuch a diminu¬
tion of their force, it was ncceffary to have a

ftrength
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ftrength from fome other Princes. This was foon
concerted between the Prince and the new Elector,
with the Landgrave of Heiîe, and the Duke of
Lunenburg and Zell, who had a particular af¬
fection to the Prince, and was a cordial friend to
him on ail occafions.

His brother, the Duke of Hannover, was at that
time in fome engagements with the Court of
France. But, fince ne had married the Princefs
Sophia of the Palatine Houfe, I ventured to fend
a meflage to her by one of their Court, who was
then at the Elague. He was a French Refugee,
named Mr. Boucour, It was to acquaint her with
our defign with relation to England, and to let her
know, that, if we fucceeaed, certainly a perpétuai
exclufion of ail Papifts from the fuccefîion to the
Crown would be enafted : And, fince fne was the
next Proteftant heir after the two Princefîes, and
the Prince of Orange, of whom at that time therc
was no ifîue alive, I was very confident, that, if
the Duke of Elannover could be difengaged from
the interefts of France, fo that he came into our

iriterefts, the fucceflion to the Crown would be
lodged in her perfon, and in her pofte.rity ; tho*
on the other hand, if he continued, as he ftood
then, engaged with France, I could not anfwer for
this. The Gentleman carried the meflage, and de-
livered it. The Dutchefs entertained it with much
warmth : And brought him to the Duke to repeat
it to him. But at that time this made no great
impreflion on him. Fie looked on it as a remote
and a doubtful projeét. Yet when he faw our fuc-
cefs in England, he had other thoughts of it.
Some days after this Frenchman was gone, I told
the Prince what I had done. He approved of it
heartily : But was particularly glad, that 1 had done
it, as of myfelf, without communicating it to him,
01* any way engaging him in it: For he laid, if it
fhould happen to be known that the propofition
was made by him, it might do us huit in England,

I i 3 as
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1688. as if he had aiready reckoned himfelf fo far ma-
fier,, as to be forming projects concerning the fuc-
çeiiion te the Crown.

Eut while this was in a fecret management, the
ahpor 0f Cologn's death came in very luckily to

, Ccicgn. . p . J .-> ..

give a gooei colour to intrigues and préparations.
The oid Elëélor was brother to Maximiiian, Duke
of Bavaria- He had been long Bifhop, both of
Cologn and Liege : He v/as aifo eleéted Bifhop
ôf Munfter : But the Pope would never grant
his Bulls for that See : But he had the temporai-
ties, and that was ail he thought on. Pie had thus
a revenue of near four millions of Guiîders, and
four great Bifhopricks -, for he was likewife Bifhop
of Hildefheim. He could arm and payi twenty
thoufand men, befides that his dominions lay quite
round the Netherlands. Munfter lay between them
and the Northern parts of Germany ; and Irom
thence their beft recruits came. Cologn command-
ed twenty leagues of the Rhine ; by which, as an
entrance was opened into Holland, which they
had felt feverely in the year 1672, fo the Spanifh
Netherlands were entirely eut off, from ail afiift-
ance that might be fent them out of Germany :
And Liege was a country full both of people and
wealth, by which an entrance is open into Bra-
bant : And if Maftriecht was faken, the Maefe
was open down to Holland. So it was of great
importance to the States to take care who fhould
fucceed him. The oid man was a weak Prince,
much fet on chymical procédés, in hopes of the
Phiiofopher's ftone. Pie had taken one of the
Princes of Furftenberg, into his particular confi¬
dence, and was entirely governed by him. He
made him one of the Canons of Cologn : And he
came to be Dean at laft. Pie made him not on l'y
his chief Minifter, but left the nomination of the
Canons that were preferred by him wholly to his
choice, The Bifhop, and the Dean and Chapter,
narpe thofe by turns. So, what by thofe the Elec-

tor
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tor named on his motion, what by thofe he got to
be chofen, he reckoned he was fure of fucceeding
the Eleétor : And nothing but ill management
could hâve prevented it. He had no hopes of fuc¬
ceeding at Munftér. But he had taken much pains
to fecure Liege.

I neéd not enlarge further on this ftory, than to
remember that he got the Eledtor to deliver his
Country up to the French in year 1672, and that
thetreaty opened at Jfologn was broken up, on his
being feized by the Emperor's order. After he
was fet at liberty, he was, upon the recommenda-
tion of the Court of France, made a Cardinal,
tho' with much difficulty. In the former winter,
the Emperor had been prevailed on by the Pala¬
tine Family, to confent to the eledtion of a Co-
adjutor in Cologn. But this was an artifice of the
Cardinai's, who deceived that family, into the hopes
of carrying the eledtion for one of their branches.
And they obtained the Emperor's confent to it,
wkhout which it could not be done. But fo ill
grounded were the Palatine's hopes, that of twenty
five voices the Cardinal had nineteen, and they
had only fix voices.

The conteft at Rome about the Franchifes had
now occafioned fuch a rupture there, that France
and Rome feemed to be in a ftate of war. The
Count Lavardin was fent Embaffador to Rome.
But the Pope refufed to receive him, unlefs he
wôuld renounce the pretenfion to the Franchifes.
So he entered Rome in a hoftile manner, with fome
troops of horfe, tho' not in form of troops : But
the force was too great for the Pope. He kept
guards about his houfe, and in the Franchifes, and
affronted the Pope's authority on ail occafions.
The Pope bore ail filently -, but would never ad¬
mit him to an audience, nor receive any meffage
nor interceffion from the Court of France ; and
kept off every thing, in which they concerned
themfelves : And therefore he would not confirm

I i 4 the
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1688. the eleétien of a Coadjutor to Cologn. So, that

not being done when the Eledtor died, the Canon?
were to proceed to a new eleétion, the former be-r
ing void, becaufe not confirmed : For if it had
been conhrmed, there would have been no v^-

cancy.
, The cabal againft the Cardinal grew fo ftrong,
jhat he began to apprehend he might lofe it, if
he had not leave iroin the Pope to refign the Bi-
ihoprick of Strafburg, whiçh the French had foro
ed him to accept, only to lelîen the penfion that
they paid him by giving him tliat Bifhoprick. By
the rules of the Empire, a man that is already a
Bifhop, cannot be chofen to anothcr See, but by
■a poftulation : And to that it is necefiàry to have
a concurrence of two thirds of the Chapter. But
it was at the Pope's choice, whether he would ac¬
cept of the refignation of Stralburg or not : And
therefore he refuled it. The King of France fent
a Gentleman to the Pope with a letter writ in
pis own hand, defiring him to accept of that re-
iîgnation, and promifing him upon it ail reafon-
able fatisfaélion : But the Pope would not admit
the bearer, nor receive the letter. He faid, while
the French Embafiador lived at Rome like an ene»

my, that had invaded it, he would receive aothing
from that Court.

In the Bifhopricks of Munfler and Flildefîieini,
the Deans were promoted, of whom bo.th the States
and the Princes of the Empire were well affured.
■But a new management was fet up at Cologn. The
Eledtor of B.avaria had been difgufted at fome
things in the Emperor's Court, fie complained,
that the honour of the fuccefs in Hungary was
given fo entirely to the Duke pf Lorrain, that he
had not the lhare which belonged to him. The
French inftruments that were then about him took
qccafion to alknate him more from the Emperor,
by reprefenting to him, that, in the management
ppw at Cplogn, : the Emperor fheweçl more regard... . ...

^ ...
^
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to the Palatine Family than to himfelf, after aîl
the fervice he had done him. The Emperor, ap-
prehending the ill confequences of a breach with
him, fent and offered him the fupream command
of his Armies in Hungary for that year, the Duke
of Lorrain being taken il! of a fever, juft as they
were upon opening the Campaign. He likçwife
offered him ail the voices, that the Palatine had
made at Coiogn, in favour of his brother Prince
Clement. Upon this they were again reconciled :
And the Eleftor of Bavaria commanded the Em-

peror's A rmy in Hungary fo fuccefsfully, that he
took Belgrade by ftorm after a fhort fiege. Prince
Clement wàs then but feventeen, and was not of
the Chapter of Coiogn. So he was not eiigible ac-
çording to their rules, tiil he obtained a Bull from
the Pope difpenfing with thefe things. That was
eahly got. With it the Emperor fent one to ma-
nage the Eledion in his name, with exprefs in-
ftrudions to ojFer the Chapter the whole revenue
and government of the temporalties for five years,
in cafe they would choofe Prince Clement, who
wanted ail that time to be of âge. If he could
make nine voices fure for him, he was to ftick lirai
to his intereft, But, if he could not gain fo many,
he was to confent to any perfon that fhouid be fet
up in oppofition to the Cardinal. He was ordered
to charge him feverely before the Chapter, as one
that had been for many years, an enemy and trai-
tor to the Empire. This was done with ail pof-
fible aggravations, and in very injurions words.
; The Chapter faw, that this élection was like to
be attended with a war in their Country, and other
difmal confequepces : For the Cardinal was chofen
by the Chapter Vicar, or Guardian o-f the tempo¬
ralties: And hë had put garrifons in ail their for-
tified places, that v/ere paid with French money •
And they knew, he would put them ail in the
King of Fvance's hands, if he was not elected.
They had promifed npt to vote in favour of the

B avarian
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16%%: Bavarian Prince. So they offered to the Empe-
tror's agent to confent to any third perfon. But

ten voices were made fure to Prince Ciement : So
he was fixed to his interefts. Ât the eleCtion, the
Cardinal had fdurtéen voices, and Prince Clément
h ad ten. By this means the Cardinal's poilu latiori
was defedtive, fince he had not two thirds. And
upon that, Prince Ciement's élection was firft judg-
ed good by the Emperor, as to the temporalties ;
but was tranfmitted by him to Rome, where a con¬
grégation of Cardinals examined it : And it was
judged in favour of Prince Ciement. The Cardi¬
nal fucceeded worfe at Liege, where the Dean was
without any difficulty chofen Bifhop : And nothing
but the Cardinal's purple faved him from the vio¬
lences of the people at Liege. Pie met with ail
forts of injurious ufage, being hated there, both
on the account of his depending fo much on the
protection of France, and for the effeéts they had
felt of his violent and cruel Miniftry under the old
EleCtor. I will add one circumftance in honour
of fome of the Canons of Liege. They not only
would accept of no prefents, from thofe whom the
States appointed, to affift in managing that élec¬
tion, before it was made ; but they refufed them
after the eîeCtion was over. This l faw in the let-
ter that the States Deputy wrrote to the Hague.

I have given a more particular account of this
matter ; becaufe I was acquainted with ail the fteps
that were made in it. And it had fuch an immé¬
diate relation to the peace and fafety of Holland,
that, if they had mifcarried in it, the expédition
defigned for England would not have been fo fafe,
nor could it have been propofed eafily to the States.
By this it appeared, what an influence the Papacy,
îow as it is, may ftill have in matters of the great-
eit confequence. The foolifh pride of the French
Court, which had affronted the Pope, in a point
in which, fince they allowed him to be the Prince
of Rome, he certainly could lay down fuch rules

as
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as he thought fit, did now defeat a defign that they 1688.
had been long driving at, and which could not «-.—y*—
have miicarried by an.y other méans, than thofe
that they had found otit. Such great evencs may
and do often rife from fuch inconfiderable begin-
nings. Thefe things furnilhed thePrince with agood
blind for eovering ail his préparations ; fince here
a war in their neiahbourhood was unavoidable,

—

and it was neceiTary to ftrengthen both their alli¬
ances and their troops. For it was vifible to ail
the worid, that, if the French could have fixed
themfelves in the terri tory of Cologn, the way was
open to enter Holland, or to feize on Flanders,
when that King pleafed -, and he would have the
four Eiedors on the Rhine at rnercy. It was ne-
celîary to dhlodge them, and this could not be
done without a war with France. The Prince got
the States to fettle a fund for nine thoufand feamen,
to be conftantîy in their fervice. And orders were
given to put the naval préparations in fuch a café,
that they might be ready to put to fea upon or¬
ders. Thus things went on in July and Auguft,
with fo much fecrecy and fo little fulpicion, that
neither the Court of England nor the Court of
France feemed to be alarmed at them.

In July, Admirai Herbert came over tô Hol- Herbert
Iand, and was received with a particular regard to came cver
his pride and ill humour : For he was upon every 1°
occalion fo fullen and peevifh, that it was plain he iaRG'
fet a high value on himfelf, and expedted the famé
of ail others. He had got his accounts paît, in
which he complained, that the King had ufed him
not only hardiy but unjuftly. He wras a man deli-
vered up to pride and luxury. Yet he had a good
underftanding : And he had gained fo great a ré¬
putation by his fteady behaviour in England, that
the Prince underftood that it was expedted, he
lîiould ufe him in the manner he himfelf Ihould dé¬
liré ; in which it was not very eafy for him to con-
ftrain himfelf fo far as that required. The ma¬
naging him was in a great meafure put on me :

And
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1688. And it was no eafy thing. It made me often reflet

y——' on the providence of God, that makes fome men
inftruments in great things» to which they them-
felves have no fort of affediion or difpofition : For
his private quarrel with the Lord Dartmouth, who
he thought had more of thé King's confidence than
himfeif, was believed the root of ail the fullennefs
he fell into towards the King, and of ail the firm-
nefs that grew out of that.

The ad- I now return to England, to give an account of
■vices from

a fecret management there. The Lord Mordaunt
The'30 was t^e a^ tPe Englifh Nobility that came
Lord over openly, to fee the Prince of Orange. He
MoiL afked the King's leave to do it. He was a man of
chara&er muc^ heat, many notions, and full of difcourfe :.

brave and generous f But had not true
judgment: His thoughts were crude andindigeft-
ed: And his fecrets were foon known. He
was with the Prince in the year 1686 : And then
he prefied him to undertake the bufinefs of Eng¬
land : And he reprefented the matter as fo eafy,
that this appeared too romantick to the Prince to
build npon it. He only promifed in général, that
he foould have an eye on the affaire of England ;
and foould endeavour to put the affairs of Hol-
land in fo good a pofture as to be ready to a<5t
when it foould be neceffary : And he afiTured him,
that, if the King foould go about either to change
the efiablifoed religion, 01* to wrong the Princefs
in her right, or to raife forged plots to deftroy his
friends, that he would try what he could pofïibly
do. Next year a man of a far différent temper
came over to him :

The Earl The Earl of Shrewfoury. He had been bred a
?fsh,rews"i Papift, but had forfaken that religion, upon a ve-
chlrader rY critical and anxious enquiry into matters of con-

troverfy. Some thought, that, tho' he had for¬
faken Popery, he was too fceptical, and too little
fixed in the points of religion. He feemed to be
3 man of great probity, and to have a high fenfe

of
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of honour. He had no ordinary meafure of Jearn- 1688.
ing, a correfl judgment, wich a fweetnefs of tem-
per that charmed ail who knew him. He had at
that time juft notions of government ; and fo great
a command of himfelf, that, during ail the time
that he continued in the Miniftry, I never heard
any one complaint of him, but for his filent and
referved anfwers, with which his friends were not
always well pleafed. His modeft deportment gave
him fuch an intereft in the Prince, that he never
feemed fo fond of any of his Minifterâ, as he v/as
of him. He had only in général laid the date of
affairs before the Prince, without preffing him too
much.

But Ruiïèl coming over in May brought the Ruflèl's
matter nearer a point. Pie was a coufin german to ciiara<Ser'
the Lord Ruflèl. He had been bréd at fea, and
was Bed-chamber-man to the King, when he was
Duke of York : But, upon the Lorcl Ru fiel's deatli,
he retired from the Court. He was a ni an of
much honour, and great courage. He had good
principles, and was firm to them. The Prince
fpoke more pofitively to him, than he had ever
done before. He faid, he miïft fatisfy both his
honour and confidence, before he could enter upon.
fo great a defign, which, if it mifcarried, mult
bring rnin both on England and Holland : He
protefted, that ne private ambition nor refentment
of his own could ever prevail fo far with him, as
to make him break with fo near a relation, or en¬

gage in a war, of which the confequences mufl be
of the laft importance, both to the interefts of Eu ¬

rope and of the Proteftant Religion : Therefore he
expedted formai and diredt invitations. Rulfel
laid before him the danger of trufting fuch a fecret
to great numbers. The Prince faid, if a confider-
able number of men, that might be fuppofed to
underftand the fenfe of the Nation beft, Ihould do
it, he would acquiefce in it.

2 Rulfei
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ië8S. Ruffel told me, that, upon his return to Eng-

wy-o land, he communicated the matter, firft to the
Karl of Shrewfbury, and then to the Lord Lumly,
who was a late convert from Popery, and had
flood out véry firmly ail this reign. He was a
man, who laid his intereft much to heart : And
he refolved to embark deep in this defign.

Sldney's gut tpe man wh0fe hands the condut of the
c araCter-

Wj10ie defign was chiefly depofited, by the Prince's
own order, was Mr. Sidney, brother to the Earl
of Leicefter and to Algernoon Sidney. He was a
gracefui man, and had lived long in the Court,
where he had fome adventures that became very
publick. He was a man of a fweet and carefiing
temper, had no malice in his heart, but too grear.
a love of pleafure. He had been fent Envoy to
Holiand in the year 1679, where he entred into
fuch particular confidences with the Prince, that he
had the higheft meafure of his truft and favour,
that any Englifhman ever had. This was well
known over England : So that ail who defired to
recommend themfelves to the Prince did it thro'
his hands. He was fo apprehenfive of the dangers
this might caft him in, that he travelled almoft a
year round Italy. But now matters ripened fafter :
So ail centered in him. But, becaufe he was lazy,
and the bufinefs required an active man, who could
both run about, and write over long and fuli ac-
counts of ail matters, I recommended a kinfman
of my own, Johnftoun, whom I had formed, and
knew to be both faithful and diligent, and very fie
for the employment he was now trufted with.

Many en- Sidney tried the Marquis of Hallifax, if he
fh^d* m wou^ a<^vik the Prince's coming over. But, as

matter was °Penec^ to him at a great diftance,
he did not encourage a further freedom. He
looked on the thing as impraticable : It depended
on fo many accidents, that he thought it was a rafh
and defperate projet, that ventured ail upon fuch
a dangerous iffue, as might turn on feas and winds»

5 lt
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It was next opened to the Earl of Danby : And he 1688.
not only went in heartily to it himfelf, but drew
in the Bifhop of London to join in it. By their
advice it was propofed to the Earl of Nottingham,
who had great crédit with the whole Church party :
For hé was a man poffeiîèd with their notions, and
was grave and virtuous in the courte of his life.
He had fôme knowledge of the law, and of the re¬
cords of Parliament, and was a eopious Speaker,
but too florid and tedious. He was much admired
by many. He had ftood at a great diftance froni
the Court ail this reign : For, tho' his name was
ftill among th.e Privy Counfellors, yet he never
went to the board. He upon the firft propofition.
entertained it, and agreed to it. But at their next
meeting he faid, he had confidered better of that
matter : His confcience was fo reflrained in thofe

points, that he could not go iurther with them in
it : Fie faid, he had talked with fome Divines,
and named Tillotfon and Stillingfleet, in général
of the thing ; and they were not fatisfied with it ;
(Tho' they protefted to me afterwards, that they
remembred no fuch thing :) He confeffed, he
fhould not h ave fuffered them to go fo far with
him in fuch a fecret, till he had examined it better:
They had now, according to Italian notions, a
right to murder him : But, tho' his principles re-
ftrained him, fo that he could not go on with
them, his affedtions would make him to wifh weli
to them, and be fo far a criminal as concealment
could make him one. The Eari of Devonfhire

'was fpoke to : And he went into it with great re-
folution. It was next propofed to three of the
chief Officers of the Army, Trelawny, Kirk, and
the Lord Churchill. Thefe went ail into it. And

Trelawny engaged his brother, the Bifhop of
Briftol, into it.

But, having now named the Lord Churchill, T-ord
who is like to be mentioned oft by me in the fe-
quel of this work, I will fay a little more of him.

Fie
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He was a man of a noble and graceful appearance,
bred up in the Court with no literature : But he
had a folid and clear underftanding, with a con-
ftant prefence of mind. He knew the arts of
îiving in a Court beyond any man in it. He ca-
reiled ail people with a foft and obliging deport-
ment, and was alvvays ready to do good offices.
He had no fortune to fet up on : This put him on
ail the methods of acquiring one. And that went
fo far into him, that he did not fhake it off, when
he was in a much higher élévation : Nor was his
expence fuited enough to his pofts. But, when
allowances are made for that, it mu h be acknow-
ledged, that he is one of the greateft men the âge
has produced. He was in high favour with the
King. But his Lady was much more in Princefs
Anne's favour. She had an afcendant over her in
every thing. She was a woman of little know-
ledge, but of a clear apprehenfion, and a true
judgment, a warm and hearty friend, violent and
fudden in her refolutions, and impetuous in her
way of fpeakîng. She was thought proud and in-
folent on her favour, tho' ffie ufed none of the
common arts of a Court to maintain it : For ffie
did not befet the Princefs, nor flatter her. She
Raid much a-t home, and looked very carefully af-
ter the éducation of her children. Having thus
opened both their charafters, I will now give an
account of this Lord's engagements in this matter ;
for which he has been fo feverely cenfured, as
guilty both of ingratitude and treachery, to a very
kind and libéral mafter. He never difcovered any
of the King's fecrets j nor did he ever puffi him on
to any violent proceedings. So that he was in no
contrivance to ruin or betray him. On the con-
trary, whenfoever he fpokè to the King of his af-
fairs, which he did but feldom, becaufe he could
not fall in with the King's notions, he always fug-
gefted moderate counfels. The Earl of Gallway
tol.d me, that when he came over with thé firit

corn-
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compliment upon the King's coming to the Crown,
he faid then to him, that, if the King was ever
prevailed on to alter our religion, he would ferve
him no longer, but withdraw from him. Soearly
was this relolution fixed in him. When he faw
how the King was fet, he could not be contented
to fee ail ruined by him. He was alfo very doubt-
ful as to the pretended birth. So he refolved,
when the Prince fhould corne over, to go in to
him; but to betray no pofc, nor do any thing
more than the withdrawing himfelf, with fuch
Ofiicers as he could truft with fuch a lecret. He
alfc undertook, that Prince George and the Prin-
cefs Anne would leave the Court, and come to the
Prince, as foon as was poffible.

With thefe invitations and letters the Earl of
Shrewfbury and Ruffel came over in September :
And foon after them came Sidney with Johnftoun.
And they brought over a full fcheme of advices,
together with the heads of a déclaration, ali which
were chiefîy penned by Lord Danby. He and the
Earl of Devonfhire, and the Lord Lumly under¬
took for the North : And they ail difperfed them-
felves into their feveral countries, and among their
friends. The thing was in the hands of many
thoufands, who yet were fo true to one another,
that none of them made any difcovery, no not by
their raihnefs : Tho' they were fo confident, that
they did not ufe fo difcreet a conduff as was ne-
ceffary. Matters went on in Holland with great
fecrecy till September. Then it was known, that
many arms were befpoke. And, tho' thofe were
bargained for in the name of the King of Sweden,
and of fome of the Princes of Germany, yet there
was ground enoiigh for fufpicion. Ail thofe that
were trufted proved boch faithful and difcreet.
And here an enlinent différence appeared between
the hearty concurrence of thofe, who went into a
delign upon principles ol religion and honour, and
•the forced compliance of mercenary Soldiers, or

Vol. II. K k corrupt
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1688. çorrupt Minifters, which is neicher cordial nor fecret.

France tcok the alarm hrft, and gave it to the
Court of England.

The D'Avaux, the French Embaflador, could no
Court oi more gîvc the Court of France thofe advertife-
LiveThe ments' t^at was wont to fend of âll that paft in
aîarai. Flolland. Fie had great allowances for entertaining

agents and fp;es every where. But Louvoy, who
hated him, iuggefted thàt there was no more need
of thefe : So they were ftopped : And the Em¬
baflador was not lorry, that the Court felt their
error fo fenfibly. The King publifhed the adver-
tifements he had from France a little too rafhly :
For ail people were much animated, when they
heard it from fuch a hand. The King foon faw his
error : And, to corredt it, he faid on many occa-
fions, that whatever the defigns of theDutch might
be, he was fure they were not againft him. It was
given ont fometimes, that they were againft France,
and then that they were againft Denmark. Yet the
King fhewed he was not without his fears : For he
ordered fourteen more fhips to be put to fea with
many firefhips. Fie recalled Strickland, and gave
the command to the Lord Dartmouth ; who was
indeed one of the v/orthieft men of his Court : He
loved him, and had been long in his fervice, and
in his confidence : But he was much againft ail the
condud of his affairs : Yet he refolved to ftick to

him at ail hazards. The feamen came in flowly :
And a heavy backwardnefs appeared in every
thmg.

Recruîcs A new and unlooked for accident gave the King
!,UT 'rc' a very fenhbie trouble. It was refolved, as was
j •nu re- J 7

iuled. told before, to model the Army, and to begin
rwith recruits from Ireland. Upon which the
Englifh Army would have become infenfibly an
Iriih one. The King made the ftrft trial on the
Duke of Bevwick's Regiment, which being al-
ready under an illégal Colonel, it might be fup-
poled they were ready to fubniit to every thing.

Five



of King j ames IL 499
Five Irifhmen were ordered to be put into evéry 1688.
company of that Regiment, which then Jay at
Portfmouth. But Reaumont, the Lieutenant Co¬
lonel, and five of the Captains refufed to receive
them. They faid, they had raifed their men upon
the Duke of Monmouth's invafion, by which
their zeal for the King's fervice did evidentiy ap-
pear. If the King would order any recruits, they
doubted not, but that they fhould be able to make
them. But they found, it would give fuch an
univerfal difcontent, if they fhould receive the
Irifh among them, that it would put them out of
a capacity of fervingthe King any more. But as
the order was pofitive, fo the Duke of Berwick
was fent down to fee it obeyed. Upon which they
defired leave to lay down their commiffions. The
King was provoked by this to fuch a degree that
he could not govern his paffion. TheOfficers were
put in arreft, and brought before a Council of
war, where they were broken with reproach, and
-declared incapable to ferve the King any more.
But upon this occafion, the whole Officers of the
Army, declared fo great an iinwillingnefs to mix
with thofe of another Nation and Religion, that,
as no more attempts were made of this kind, fo it
was believed that this fixed thé King in a point,
that was then under debate.

The King of France, when he gave the King Offers
the advertifements of the préparations in Hoiland, riia£le D7
offered him fuch a force as he fhould cali for. iiî* h
Twelve or fifteen thoiifand were named, or as

many more as he fhould defire. It was propofed,
that they fhould land at Portfmouth, and that
they fhould have that place to keep the commu¬
nication with France open, and ia their hands.
Ail the Priefts were for this : So were moft of the
Popilh Lords. The Earl of Sunderland was the
only man in crédit that oppofed it. Fie faid, the
ofier of an Army of forty thoufand m en rnight.be
a real ftrength : But then it would dépend on the

t - K k 2 orders
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.1688. orders that came from France : They might per-

haps mafter England : But they would become
the King's mafters at the famé time : So that he
muft govern under fuch orders as they fhould give :
And thus he would quickly become only a Yiceroy
to the King of France : Any Army lefs than that
would lofe the King the affections of his peopie,
and drive his own Army to defertion, if not to
mutiny.

Not en- Xhe King did not think matters were yet fo near

aTtha'^ a Cr^ls • ^ie did neither entertain the propo-
timç, ' fition, nor let it fall quite to the ground. There

was a treaty lèt on foot, and the King was to have
an hundred merchant fhips, ready for the tranf-
portation of fuch forces as he fhould defire, which
it was promifed fhould be ready when called for.
It is certain, that the French Embaffador then at
London, who knew the Court better than he did
the Nation, did believe, that the King would have
been able to have made a greater divifion of the
Nation, than it proved afterwards he was able to
do. Fie believed, it would have gone to a civil
wrar; and that then the King would have been
forced to have taken affiftance from France on any
terms : And fo he encouraged the King of France
to go on with his defigns that winter, and he be¬
lieved he might corne in good time next year to
the King's affiftance. The.fe advices proved fatal
to the King, and to Barrillon himfelf : For, when
he was fent over to France, he was fo ill looked
on, that it was believed it had an ill effect on his
health ; for he died foon after.

Albeville came over fully perfuaded that the
Dutch defigned the expédition againft England,
but plaid the Minifter fo, that he took pains to
infufe into àll peopie that they defigned no fuch
thing -, which made him to be generally laughed
at. Fie was foon fent back : iVnd, in a mémorial
he gave into the States, he afked, what was the
defign of thofe great and furprifing préparations

at



of King J a m e s IL 501
at fuch a feafon. The States, according to their 1688»
Dow forms let this lie long before them, without
giving it an anfwer.

But the Court of France made a greater ftep. The
The French Embaftador in a mémorial told the iH rencil
States, that his mafter underftood their defign was aiijance

againft England, and in that cafe he fignihed to with the
them, that there was fuch a lirait alliance between King.
him and the King of England, that he would look
on every thing done againft England, as an in-
vafion of his own Crown. This put the King and
his Minifters much out of countenance : For, up-
on fome furmifes of an alliance with France, they
had very pofitively denied there was any fuch
thing. Albeville did continue to deny it at the
Hague, even after the mémorial was put in. The
King did likewife deny it to the Dutch Embaffa-
dor at London. And the blarpe of the putting it
into the mémorial was caft on Shelton the King's
Envoy at Paris, who was difowned in it, and upon
his coming over was put in the Tower for it. This
was a Ihort difgrace -, for he was foon after made
Lieutenant of the Tower. His rafh folly might
have procured the order from the Court of France,
to own this alliance : Fie thought it would terrify
the States : And fo he prefîed this officioully,
which they eafly granted. That related only to
the owning it in fo publick a manner. But this
did clearly prove, that fuch an alliance was made :
Otherwife no inftances, how preffing foever, would

xhave prevailed with the Court of France to have
owned it in fo folemn a manner : For what Em-
baflfadors fay in their mafter's name, when they are
not immediately difowned, paffes for authentick.
So that it was a vain cavil that fome made after-
wards, when they alked, how was this alliance
proved ? The mémorial was a full proof of it : And
the Ihew of a difgrace on Shelton did not at ail
weaken that proof.

K k 3 But
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1688. But I was more confirmed of this matter by

what Sir William Trumball, then the Englifh Em-
baffador at Conftantinople, told me at his return
to England. fie was the eminenteft of ail our
Civiliaos, and was by much the beft pleader in
thofe Courts, and was a learned, a diligent, and a
virtuous man. Fie was fent Envoy to Paris upon
the Lord Prefton's being recalled. He was there,
when the ediét that repealed the ediit of Nantes
was paît, and faw the violence of the perfecution,
and acted a great and worthy part in harbouring
many, in covering their effeéts, and in conveying
over their jewels and plate to England , which dif-
guftêd the Court of France, and was not very ac¬
ceptable to the Court of England, tho' it was not
then thought ht to difown or recall him for it. He
had orders to put in memorials, complaining of
the invafion of the Principality of Orange ; which
he did in fo high a ftrain, that the laft of them
was like a denunciation of war. From thence he
was fent toTurkey. And, aboutthis time, he was
furprized one morning by a vifît that the French
Embaflador made him, without thofe cérémonies
that pais between Embafîadors. He told him, there
was no ceremony to be between them any more-,
for their mafters were now one. And he fhewed
him Monfieur de CroifTy's letter, which was writ-
ten in cypher. The decyphering he read to him,
importing, that now an alliance was concluded ber
tween the two Kings. So, this matter was as evi-
dently proved, as a thing of fuch a nature could
poffibîy be.

J ne The conduit of France at that time with relation
conduit cfto t^,e States was very unaccountabîe ; and proved
France, as favour.able to the Prince of Orange's defigns, as

if he had directed it. AU the manuftCliire of
Holland both linen and woollen was prohibited in
France. The importation of herrings was alfo pro¬
hibited, except they were cured with French lait.

This
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This was contrary to the treaty of commerce. The 1688.
manufacture began to fuffer much. And this was v—«»
fenfible to thofe who were concerned in the herring
trade. So the States prohibited the importing of
French wine or brandy, till the trade fhould be fet
free again of both fides. There was nothing that
the Prince had more reafon to apprehend, than that
the French fhouid have given the States fome fatif-
faCtion in the point of trade, and offered fome aliu-
rances with relation to the territory of Cologn.
Many of the towns of Holland might have been
wrought on by fome temper in thefe things ; great
bodies being eafily deceived, and not eafily drawn
into wars, which interrupt that trade which they
fubfift by. But the height the Court of France
was then in, made them defpife ail the world.
They feemed rather to wifh for a war, than to fear
it. This difpofed the States to an unanimous con¬
currence in the great refolutions that were now
agreed on, of railing ten thouland men more, and
of accepting thirteen thoufand Germans, for whom
the Prince had, as was formerly mentioned, agreed
with fome of the Princes of the Empire. Amfter-
dam was at firft cold in the matter : But they con-
fented with the reft. Reports were given out, that
the French would fettîe a régulation of commerce,
and that they would abandon the Cardinal, and
leave the affairs of Cologn to be fettled by the
laws of the Empire. Expédients were alfo fpoke of
for accommodating the matter, by Prince Ciement's
being admitted Coadjutor, and by his having fome
'of the ftrong places put in his hands. This was
only given out to amufe.

But while thefe things were difcourfed of at the A Marr-
Hague, the world was furprized with a Maniiefto ^d1î0
fet out, in the King of France's naine, ^gainft the ^inft the
Emperor. In it, the Emperor's ill dei^gns againft Empire.
France were fet forth. It alfo compîained of the
Eledtor Palatine's injuftice to the Dutchefs of
Orléans, in not giving her the fucceffîon that fell
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1688. to her by her brorher's death, which confifled in

fome lands, cannon, furniture, and other moveable
goods. It alfo charged htm with the difturbances
in Cologn, he havirig iritended firft to gain that to
one of his own fons, and then engaging the Ba-
varian Prince into it *, whofe elder brothsr having
no children, he hoped, by bringing him into an
Ecclefiafticai State, to make the fuscefîion of Ba-
varia fali into his own family. It charged the Em~
peror likewife with a defign to force the Eleétors
to choofe his fon King of the Romans -, and that
the Eleclor Palatine was preffing him to make
peace with the Turks, in order to the turning his
arms againfi France. By their means a great al •
liance was projetled among mariy Proteftant
Princes to difturb Cardinal Furftemberg in the
pofTefilon of Cologn, to which he was poftulaÉed
by the majority of the Chapter. And chis might
turn to the préjudice of the Catholick Religion in
tfiat territory. Upon ail thefe conhderations, the
Ring of France, feeing that his enemies çould not

■i enter into France by any other way but by that of
Philipfburg, refolved to pofîefs himfelf of it, and
then to demolifh it. Fie refolved alfo to take Kai-
farflauter from the Palatine, and to keep it, tili the
Putchefs of Orléans had juflice done her in her
prétendons. And he alfo refolved to fupport the
Cardinal in his poiTefhon of Cologn. But, to bal-
lance this, he offered to the Houfe of Bavaria,
that Prince Ciement fhpuld be chofen Coadjutor.
He offered alfo to rafe Fribourg, and to reffore
Kaifarflauter, as foon as the Eleccor Palatine fhould
pay the Duchefs of Orléans the juft value of her
pretenfions. He demanded, that the truce between
him and the Empire fhould be turned into a peace.
He propofed, that the King oî Engfand and the
Republick of Venice fhould be the mediators of
this peace. And he conduded ail, declaring that
he would not bind himfelf to ftand to the condi¬

tions
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dons now offered by him, uiïlefs they were accept- jggg.
ed o before January. i -y- j

I bave given a full abftraft of this Mani - fcegec_
fefto : For upon it did the great war begin, which tions
lafted tili the peace of Ryfwick. And, upon the lTiade
grounds laid clown in this Manifefto, it willUponlt*
evidently appear, whether the war was a juif one,
or 110t. This déclaration was much cenfured, both
for the matter and for the ftile. It had not the air
of greatnefs, which became crowned heads. The
Dutchels of Orleans's pretenfiorts to old furniture,
was a ftrange rife to a war ; efpeciaîiy when it was
not alledged, that thefe had been demanded in the
forms of iaw, and that juftice had been denied,
which was a courfe neceffarily to be obferved in
things of that nature. The judging of the fecret
intentions of the Eledtor Palatine with relation to
the Houfe of Bavaria was abfurd. And the com-

plaints of defigns to bring the Emperor to a peace
with the Turks, that fo he might iriake war on
France, and of the Emperor's delign to force an
eledtion of a King of the Romans, was the entring
into the fecrets of thofe thoughts, which were
only known to God. Such conjectures, fo remote
and uncertain, and that could not be proved, were
â ftrange ground of war. If this was once ad-
mitted, ail treaties of peace were vain things, and
were no more to be reckoned or relied on. The
reafon given of the intention to take Philipsbourg,
becaufe it was the propereft place by which France
could be invaded, was a throwing off ail regards
io the common decencies obferved by Princes. Ail
fortified places on frontiers are intended both for
refiftance and for magazines ; and are of both
fides conveniences for entring into the neighbour-
ing territory, as there is occafion for it. So h^re
was a pretence fet up, of beginning a war, that
puts an end to ail the fecurities of peace.

The bufmefs of Cologn was judged by the Pope,
according to the laws of the Empire : And his

fentence
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1688. Sentence was final : Nor could the poftulation of

the majority of the Chapter be valid, unlefs two
thirds joined in it. The Cardinal was commended
in the Manifefto, for his care in preferving the
peace of Europe. This was ridiculous to ail, who
knew that he had been for many years the great
incendiary, who had betrayed the Empire, chiefly
in theyear 1672. The charge that the Emperor's
agent had laid on him before the Chapter was alfo
complained of, as an infradtion of the Amnefty
ftipuiated by the peace of Nimeguen. He was not
indeed to be called to an aceount, in order to be
punifhed for any thing done before that peace.
Rut that did not bind up the Emperor from en-
deavouring to exclude him from io great a dignity,
which was like to prove fatal to the Empire. Thefe
were fome of the cenfures that paft on this Mani¬
fefto ; which was indeed looked on, by ail who
had confidered the rights of peace and the laws of
war, as one of the moft avowed and folemn décla¬
rations, that ever was made, of the perfidioufnefs
of that Court. And it was thought to be fome
degrees beyond that in the year 1672, in which
that King's glory was pretended as the chief mo¬
tive of that war. For, in that, particulars were not
reckoned up : So it might be fuppofed, he had met
with affronts, which he did not think confiftent
with his greatnefs to be mentioned. But here ail
that could be thought on, even the hangings of
Heidelberg, were enumerated : And ail together
amounted to this, that the King of France thought
himfelf tied by no peace ; but that, when he fuf-
pedted his neighbours were intending to make war
upon him, he might upon fuch a fufpicion begin a
war on his part.

Another This Manifefto againft the Emperor was follow-
agaip.it ed by another againft the Pope, writ in the form
she Pope. a }erter to Cardinal D'Eftrees, to be given by

him to the Pope. In it, he reckoned ail thepar-
tiality that the Pope had fnewed during his whole

Pontificate,
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Pontificate, both againft France and in favour of 1688.
the Houfe of Auftria. He mentioned the bufinefs
of the Regaîe ; his refufing the Bulls to the Bifhops
nominated by him ; the difpute about the franchifes,
of which his Embafîadors had been long in pof-
fefîion ; the denying audience, not only to his
EmbafTador, but to a Gentleman whom he had
fent to Rome without a chara&er, and vvith a letter
writ in his own hand : In conclusion, he com-

plainecl of the Pope's breaking the Canons of the
Church, in granting Bulls in favour of Prince
Clement, and in denying juftice to Cardinal Fur-
ftemberg : For ail thefe reafons the King was re-
folved to feparate the charatfter of the Moft Holy
Father, from that of a temporal Prince: And
therefore he intended to feize on Avignon, as like-
wife on Caftro, until the Pope fhould latisfy the
prétendons of the Duke of Parma. Fie complained
of the Pope's not concurring with him in the
concerns of the Church, for the extirpation of
herefy : In which the Pope's behaviour gave great
fcandal both to the old Catholicks, and to the new
converts. It alfo gave the Prince of Orange the
boldnefs to go and invade the King of England,
under the pretence of fupporting the Proteftant
religion, but indeed to deftroy the Catholick re¬
ligion, and to overturn the Government : Upon
which his emilTaries and the writers in Holland

gave out, that the birth of the Prince of Wales
was an impofture.

This was the firft publick mention that was Cenfures
made of the impofture of that birth: For the au-t!lat Paft
thor of a book writ to that purpofe was puniibed upon K"
for it in Holland. It was ftrange to fee the dif-
putes about the Franchifes made a pretence for a
war : For certainly ail fovereign Princes can make
fuch régulations as they think fit in thofe matters.
If they eut Embafîadors fhort in any privilège,
their Embafîadors are to expeét the famé treatment
from other Princes : And as long as the facreckiefs

of
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1688. of an EmbaffaVlor's perfon, and of his family, was

ftiH preferved, which was ail that was a part of
the law of Nations, Princes may certainly limit
the extent of their other privilèges, and may re-
fufe any Embaffadors, who will not fubmit to
their régulation. The number of an Embaffador's
retinue is not a thing that can be well defined : But
if an Embaffador cornes with an Army about him,
inftead of a retinue, he may be denied admittance.
And if he forces it, as Lavardin had done, it was

certainly an ad of hoftility : And, inftead of
having a right to the charader of an Embaffador,
he might well be confidered and treated as an
enemy.

The Pope had obferved the Canons in rejeding
Cardinal Fïirftemberg's defedive poftulation. And,
whatever might be brought from ancient Canons,
the pradice of that Church for many âges, allowed
of the difpenfations that the Pope granted to Prince
Clement. It was looked on by ail people, as a
ftrange reverfe of things, to fee the King of France,
after ail his cruelty to the Proteftants, now go to
make war on the Pope ; and on the other hand to
fee the whole Proteftant body concurring to fupport
the authority of the Pope's Rulls in the bufinefs of
Cologn -, ând to defend the two Houfes of Auftria
and Bavaria, by whom they were laid fo low but
threefcore years before this. The French, by the
war that they had now begun, had fent their troops
towardsGermany and the upper Rhine -, and fo had
renared their fending an Army over to England
impradicable : Nor could they fend fuch a force
into the Bifhoprick of Cologn, as could any ways
alarm the States. So that the invafion of Germany
made the defigns, that the Prince of Orange was
engaged in, both pradicable and fafe.

Marital Marfhal Schomberg came at this time into the
Schom- country of Cleve. He was a German by birth :
berg fent g0 wpen tpe perfecution was begun in France, he
î° tve. jepre£j |eave t0 return into his own Country,
t That

-T
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That was denied him. Ail the favour he could
obtain, was leave to go to Portugal. And fo cruel
is the fpirit of Popery, that, though he had pre-
ferved that Kingdom from falling under the yoke
of Çaftille, yetnow that he came thither for refuge,
the Inquifition reprefented that matter of giving
harbour to a heretick fo odiouily to the King,
that he was forced to fend him away. He came from
thence, firft to England : And then he paffed thro*
Holland, where he entred into a particular confi¬
dence with the Prince of Orange. And being in-
vited by the old Eleétor of Brandenburg, he went
to Berlin : Where he was made Governor of
Pruffia, and fet at the head of ail the Eledtor's
armies. The fon treated him now with the famé
regard that the father had for him : And fent him
to Cleve, to command the troops that were fent
from the Empire to the defence of Cologn. The
Cardinal offered a neutrality to the Town of Cologn.
But they chofe rather to accept a garrifon that
Schomberg fent them : By which not only that
Town was iecured, but a ftop was put to any pro-
grefs the French could make, till they could get
that great Town into'their hands. By thefe means
the States were fafe on ail hands for this winter :

And this gave the Prince of Orange great quiet in
profecuting his defigns upon England. He had
often faid, that he would never give occafion to
any of his enemies to fay, that he had carried
away the beft force of the States, and had left
them expofed to any imprejïions, that might be
made on them in his abfence. He had now reafon
to conclude, that he had no other rilk to run in
his intended expédition, but that of the feas and
the weather. The feas were then very boifterous :
And the feafon of the year was fo far fpent, that
he faw he was to have a campaign in winter. But
ail other things were now welifecured by this un-
expe&ed condud of the French.

2 There



The H i s t o r y of the Reign
There was a fleet now fet to fea of aboutfifty fail.

Moft of them were third or fourth rates, com-
manded by Dutch Officers. But Herbert, as re-
prefenting the Prince's perfon, was to command in
chief, as Lieutenant General Admirai. This was
not very eafy to the States, nor indeed to the Prince
himfelf ; who thought it an abfurd thing, to fet a
ftranger at the head of their fleet. Nothing lefs
would content Herbert. And it was faid, that
nothing would probably make the Engîifh fleet
come over, and join with the Prince, fo much as
the feeing one that had lately commanded them,
at the head of the Dutch fleet. There was a trans¬

port fleet hired for carrying over the army. And
this grew to be about five hnndred veflfels : For,
tho' the horfe and dragoons in pay were not four
thoufand, yet the horfes for officers and volunteers,
and for artillery and baggage, were above feven
thoufand. There were arms provided for twenty
thoufand more. And, as things were thus made
ready,

The The déclaration that theJPrince was to publifh
Prince of came to be confidered. A great many draughts
Orange's were fent fr0m England by différent hands. Ail

ec ara-
wer-e pUt jn t}ie Penfloner Fagel's hands, who

npon that made a long and heavy draught, founded
on the gronnds of the civil law, and of the law of
Nations That was brought to me to be put in
Engîifh. I faw he was fond of his own draught ;
And the prince left that matter whoîly to Him :
Yet I got it to be much fhortned, tho' it was ftill
too long. It fet forth at Hrft a long récital of ail
the violations of the laws of England, both with
relation to religion, to the civil government, and
to the adminiftration of juftice, which hâve been
ail opened in the feries of the hiftory. It fet forth
next ail remedies that had been tried in a gentler
way -, ail which had been inerfedtual. Petitionîng
by the greateft perlons, and in the privatefl: man-

i ner.

tion.
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îier, was made a crime. Endeavours were ufed to 1688.
pack a Parliament, and to pre-ingage both the
votes of the ele&ors, and the votes of fuch as upon
the eleétion fhould be return'd to fit in Parliament.
The writs were to be addreffed to unlawful officers,
who were difabled by law to execute them : So
that no légal Parliament could now be broughtto-
gether. In conclufion, the reafons of fufpecting
the Queen's pretended delivery were fet forth in
général terms. Upon thefe grounds the Prince,
lëeing how little hope was left of fucceeding in any
other method, and being fenfible of the ruin both
of the Proteftant religion, and of the conftitution
of England and Ireland, that was imminent, and
being earneftly invited by men of ail ranks, and
in particular by many of the Peers, both Spiritual
and Temporal, he refolved, according to the obli¬
gation he lay under, both on the Princefs's ac-
count, and on his own, to go over into England,
and to lee for proper and effectuai remédiés for re-
dreffing fuch growing evils, in a Parliament that
fhould be lawfully chofen, and fhould fit in fuli
freedom, according to the ancient euftom and con-
ftitution of England, with which he would con-
cur in ali things that might tend to the peace and
happinefs of the Nation. And he promifed in par¬
ticular, that he would preferve the Church and the
eftablifhed religion, and that he would endeavour
to unité ail fuch as divided from the Church to it,
by the beft means that could be thought on, and
that he would fuffer fuch as would live peaceably,
to enjoy ail due freedom in their confciences, and
that he would refer the enquiry into the Queen's
delivery to a Parliament, and acquiefce in its de-
cifion. This the Prince figned and lealed on the
tenth of Odtober. With this the Prince ordered
letters to be writ in his name, inviting both the
foldiers, feamen, and others to corne and join with
him, in order to the fecuring their religion, laws,
and liberties. Another fhort paper was drawn by

me
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1688. me coneerning the meafures of obédience, jufti*

fying the defign, and anfwering the objeétions that
might be made to it. Of ail thefe many thotriand
copies were printed, to be difperfed atourlanding.

I was de- Xhe Prince defired me to go along with him as
T oA 1-

his Chaplain, to which I very readily agreed : For,
the Prince, being fully fatisfied in my confcience that the un-

dertaking was lawful and juft, and having h ad a
confiderable hand in advifing the whoie prcgrefs
oi it, I thought it would have been an unbecom-
ing fear in me to have taken care' of my own per-
ibn, when the Prince was venturing his, and the
Vvhole was now to be put to hazard. It is true, I
being a Scotchman by birth, had reafon to expeét,
that, if I had fallen into the cnemies hands, I
fhould have been fent to Scotland, and put to the
torture there. And, having this in profpeét, I took
care to know no particulars oi any of thofe who
correfponded with the Prince. So that knowing
nothing againft any, even torture itfelf could not
have drawn from me that, by which any perfon
could be hurt. There was another déclaration pre-
pared for Scotland. But I had no other fhare in
tfcat, but that I correéfed it in feveral places, chiehy
in that Vv?hich related to the Church : For the Scots
at the Hague, who were ail Prefbyterians, had
drawn it lo, that, by many paffages in it, the Prince
by an implication declared in favour of Prefby-
tery. Pie did not fee what the confequences of thofe
were, tili I explained them. So he ordered them
to be altered. And by the déclaration that matter
was ftill entire.

Advîces As Sidney brought over letters frcm the perfons
il'onl 3 formerly mentioned, both inviting the Prince to

n2,arKl- corne over to fave and refeue the Nation from ruin,
and afîuring him that they wrote that which was
the univerfal fenfe of ail the wife and good men
in the Nation : So they alfo fent over with him a
icherne of ad vices. They advifed his having a great
Fleet, but a fmall Army : They thought, it fhould

- not
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not exceed fix or feven thoufand men. They âp- 168 8*
prehended, that an ill ufe might be made of it,
if lie brought over too great an Army of foreign-
ers, to infufe into people a jealoufy that he de-
figned a conqueft : They advifed his landing in
the North, either in Burlington bay, or a iittle
below Hull : Yorkfhire abounded in horfe : And
the Gentry were generally well affe&ed, even to
zeal, for the. defign : The country was plentiful,
and the roads were good tili within fïfty miles of
London. The Earl of Danby was earneft for
t-his, hoping to have had a fhare in the whole ma¬
nagement, by the intereft he believed he had fti
that country. It was confeiîèd, that the weftern
counties were well affedted : But it was faid, that
the mifcarriage of Monmouth's invafion, and the
exécutions which followed it, had fo difpirited
them, that it could not be expedted they would be
forward to join the Prince Ahove ail things they
prefîed difpatch, and ail poffible hafte : The King
had then but eighteen fhips riding in the Downs :
But a much greater Fleet was almoit ready to
corne put : They only wanted feamen, who came
in very flowly.

When thefe things were laid before the Prince,
he faid, he could by no means refolve to corne
over with fo fmall a force : could not beiieve
what they fuggefted, concerning the King's
Army's being difpofed to come over to him i
Nor did he reckon, fo much as they did, on
the people of the çountry's comiing in to him :
'He faid, he could truft to neither of thefe : Pie
could not undertake fo great a defign, the mifcar¬
riage of which would be the ruin both of England
and Holland, without fuch a force, as he had rea-
fon to beiieve would be fuperior to the King's
own, tho' his whole Army fhouid ftick to him.
Some propofed, that the Prince would divi.de his
force, and land himfelf with the greateft part in
the North, and fend, a detachment to the Weft un-

Vol. IL L 1 der
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1688. der Marfhal ScHbmberg. They p'reffed the Prince

very earneftly to bririg him over with him, both
becaufe of the great réputation he was in, and be-
caufe they thoiight it was a fecurity to the Ptînce's
perfon, and to the whole defign, to have another
General with him, to whom ail would fubmit in
calé of any difmal accident : For it feemed too
much to have ail dépend on a fmgle life : And
they thought that would be the fafer, if their ene-
mies faw another perfon capable of the command,
in cafe they fhould have a defign upon the Prince's
perfon. With this the Prince complied eafily,
and obtained the Eieétor's confent to carry him
over with him. But he rejected the motion of
dividing his Fleet and Army. He faid, fuch a
divided force might be fatal : For if the King
fhould fend his chief ftrength againft the detach-
rftent, and have the advantage, it might lofe the
whole bufinefs -, fi'hee a misfortune in any one part
'might be the ruin of the whole.

When thefe advices were propofed to Herbert,
and the other feamen, they oppofed the landing
in the North vehemently. They faid, no feamen
had been confulted in that : The North coaft was

not fit for a Fleet to ride in during an Eaft wind,
which it was to be expeéted in winter might blow
To frefli, that it would not be poffible to preferve
the Fleet : And if the Fleet was left there, the
Channel was open for fuch forces as might be
fent from France : The Channel was the fafer
fea for the Fleet to ride in, as well as to eut off
the affiftance from France. Yet the advices for
"this were io pefitive, and fo often repeated from
England, that the Prince was refolved to have
Tplit the matter, and to have landed in the North,
and then to have fent the Fleet to lie in the
Channel.

Artifices The Prince continued ftill to cover his defign,
to cover anc| to look towards Cologn. He ordered a re-
«bedtfign.-vjew 0p Army, and an encampment for two

months
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months at Nimeguen. A train of artiiiery was 1688»
alfo ordered. By thefe orders the Oiîicers faw a
neceffity of furnifhing themfelves for fo long a
time. The main point remained, how money
JLhould be found for fo chargeable an expédition,
The French Embaffador had his eye upon this ;
and reckoned.that, whenfoever any thing relating
to it jfhould be moved, it would be then eafy to
raife an oppofition, or at leaft to create a delay.
But Fagel's great forefight did prevent this. In
the July before, it was reprefented to the States,
that now by reafon of the neighbourhood of Co-
îogn, and the war that was like to arife there, it
was neceffary to repair their places, both on thé
Rhine and the Iffel, which were in a very bad con¬
dition. This was agreea to : And the charge was
efhimated at four millions of Guilders. So the
States created a fund for the intereft of that mo¬

ney, and ordered it to be taken up by a loam It
was ail brought in in four days. About the end
of September a melfage was delivered to the
States from the Elector of Brandenburg, by
which he undertook to fend an Army into his
country of Cieve, and to fecure the States from
ail danger on that fide for this winter.

Upon this, it was propoied, to lend the Prince
the four millions. And this paffed eafily in thé
States, without any oppofition, to the amazement
of ail that faw it : For it had never been known,
that fo great and fo dangeirous an expédition in
fuch a feafon had been fo eafily agreed to, without
fo much as one difagreeing vote, either at the
Elague, or in any of the Towns of Holland. Ali
people went fo cordially into it, that it was not
neceffary to employ much time in fatisfying them,
both of the lawfulnefs and of the neceffity of the
undertaking. Fagel had fent for ail the eminent
Minifters.of the chief Towns of Holland : And,
as he had a vehemence as well as a tendernefs in

fpeaking, he convinced them evidently, that both
L 1, 2 , their
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i6S8. their religion anci their country were in fuch im-

minent danger, that nothing but this expédition
could fave them : They faw the perfecution in
France : A nd in that they might fee what was to
be expelbed from that religion: They faw the
violence with which the King of England was
driving matters in his country, which if not ftop-
ped would foon prevail. He fent them thus full
ôf zeai, to difpofe the people to a hearty appro¬
bation and concurrence in this defign. The Mi-
nifters in Holland are fo watched over by the
States, that they have no more authority when
they meet in a body, in a Synod or in a Claffis,
than the States think fit to allow them. But I was

never in any place, where I thought the Clergy
had generally fo much crédit with the people, as
they have there : And they employed it ail upon
this occafion very diligently, and to good purpofe.
Thofe who had 110 regard to religion, yet faw a
war begun in the Empire by the French. And
the publication of the alliance between France and
England by the French Embaffador, made thena
conclude that England would join with France.
They reckoned, they could not ftand before fuch
an united force, and that therefore it was neceffary
to take England out of the hands of a Prince, wh<*>
was fuch a firm ally to France. Ail the EnglifK that
lived in Holland, efpecially the merchants that were
fettled in Amfterdam, where the oppofition was
like to be ftrongeft, had fuch politive ad vices of the
difpofition that the Nation, and even the Army were
in ; that, as this undertaking was confidered as
the only probable means of their prefervation, it
feemed fo well concerted, that little doubt was
made of fucçefs, except what arofe from the fea-
fon j which was not only far fpent, but the winds
were both fo contrary and fo flormy for many
weeks, that a forcible flop feemed put to k by the
hand of heaven.

Herbert
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Herbert went to fea with the Dutch Fleet : 168 S-

And was ordered to ftand over to the Downs, and
to look on the Englifh Fleet, to try if any would Qutcjj pUt
corne over, of which fome hopes were given -, or co fea,
to engage them, while they were then not above
eighteen or twenty fhips ftrong. But the contrary
winds made this not only impraticable, but gave
great reafon to fear that a great part of the Fleet
would be either loft or difabled. Thefe continued
for above a fortnight, and gave us at the Hague
a melancholy profpect. Herbert alfo found, that
the Fleet was neither fo ftrong, nor fo well man-
ned, as he had expetted.

Ail the Englifh, that were fcattered about the S°me fac-
Provinces, or in Germany, came to the Hague, T ™°~
Among thefe there was one Wildman, who, from tjje
being an agitator in Cromwell's Army, had been Hague.
a confiant meddler on ail occafions in every thing
that looked like fedition, and feemed inclined to

oppofe every thing that was uppermoft. He
brought his ufual ill humour along with him, hav-
ing a peculiar talent in poffeffing others by a fort
of contagion with jealoufy and difcontent. To
thefe the Prince ordered his déclaration to be
fhewed. Wildman took great exceptions to it,
with which he poflefted many to fuch a degree,
that they began to fay, they would not engage • r
upon thofe grounds. Wildman had drawn one,
in which he had laid down a fcheme of the go-
vernment of England, and then had fet forth
many particulars in which it had been violated,
carrying thefe a great way into King Charles's
reign ; ail which he fupported by many authorities
from law books. Fie objefled to the Prince's in-
ftfting fo much on the Difpenfing Power, and on
what had been done to the Bifîiops. Fie laid,
there was certainly a Difpenfing Power in the
Crown, praétifed for fome âges : Very few Pa¬
tents paffed in which there was not a " non ob-
ftante" to one or more atfts of Parliament : Thi

L 1 3 powe
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1688. power had been too far flretched of late : But the

ftretehing of a power that was in the Crown, could
not be a juft ground of war : The King had a
right to bring any raan to a trial : The Bifhops
had a fair trial, and v/ere acquitted, and difcharged
upon it : In ail which there was nothmg done
contrary to law. AH this feemed myfterious, when
a known Republican was become an advocate for
Prérogative. His defign in this was deep and
fpiteful. Pie law that, as the déclaration was
drawn, the Church party would corne in, and be
well received by the Prince : So he, who defign-
ed to feparate the Prince and them at the greateft
diftance from one another, ftudied to make the
Prince déclaré againft thofe grievances, in which
m any of them were concerned, and which fome
among them* had promoted. The Earl of Mac-
cîesfield, with the Lord Mordaunt, and many
others, joined with him in this. But the Earl of
Shrewfbury, together with Sidney, Ruffel, and
fome others, were as.pofitive in their opinion,
that the Prince ought not to look fo far back as
ïn-to King Charles's reign ■ This would difguft
many of the Nobility and Gentry, and almoft ail
the Clergy : So they thought the déclaration was
to be fo conceived, as to draw in the body of the
whole Nation : They were ail alarmed with the
Difpeniing Power : And it would feem very
ftrange to fee an invafion, in which this was not
fet out as the main ground of it : Every man
could diftinguifh between the difpeniing with a
•fpecial a<5t in a particular cafe, and a total difpen-
fing with laws to fecure the Nation and the Reli¬
gion : The ill dsfigns of the Court, as well as the
affeftions of the Nation, had appeared fo evir
dsntly in the Bifhops trial, that if no notice was
taken of it, it v/ouid be made ufe of to poffefs
•ail people, with an opinion of the Prince's ill
will to them. Ruffel faid, that any refleflions
made on King Charles's reign would not only

2 . carry
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carry over ail the high Church party, but ail the 168S.
Army, entirely to the King. Wildman's decla-
ration was much objedled to. The Prince could
not enter into a difcuffion of the law and govern-
ment of England : That was to be left to the
Parliament : The Prince could only fet forth the
prefent and publick grievances, as they were tranf-
mitted to him by thofe, upon whofe invitation he
was going over. This was not without fome dif-
ficulty overcome, by altering fome few expreffions
in the ftrft draught, and leaving out fome circum-
ftances. So the déclaration was printed over again,
with fome amendnients.

In the beginning of October, the troops march- The Ar-
ed from Nimeguen were put on board in the Zuyder mY vvas
fea, where they lay above 'ten days before they ftlPPed>
could get out of the Texel. Never was fo great
a defign executed in fo fhort a time. A tranfport
fleet of five hundred veffels was hired in three
days time. Ail things, as foon as they were or-
dered, were got to be fo quiçkly ready, that we
were amazed at the difpatch. It is truc, fome
things v/ere wanting, and fome things had been
forgot. But when the greatnefs of the équipage
was confidered, together with the fecrecy with
which it was to be conducied, till the whole de¬
fign was to be avowed, it feemed much more
ftrange that fo little was wanting, or that fo few
things had been forgot. Benthink, Dykvelt,
Herbert, and Van Hulft, were for two months
conftantly at the Hague, giving ail necefiary or<-

xders, with fo little noife that nothing broke out
ali that while. Even in lefler matters favourable
circumftances concurred to cover the defign. Ben¬
think ufed to be conftantly with the Prince, being
the perfon that was moft entirely trufted and con¬
ftantly employed by him : So that his abfence
from him, being fo extraordinary a thing, might
have given fome umbrage. But ail the fummer
his Lady was fo very ill, that fhe was looked on

L 1 4 every
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ï 688. every day as one that cotild not live three days to

an end : So that this was a very juft excufe for
his attendance at the Hague.

The Prîn- I waited on the Princefs a few days before we
çefs'sfenfe left the Hague. She feemed to have a great loadof thmgs. on |ier fpjritSj but to have no fcruple as to the

lawfulnefs of the defign. After much other dif-
courfe, I faid, that if we got lafe to England, I
made no great doubt of our fueeefs in ail other
things. I only begged her pardon to tell her,
that if there Ihould happen to be at any time any
disjointing between the Prince and her, that would
ruin ail. She anfwered me, that I needed fear no
fuch thing : If any perfon Ihould attempt that,
fhe would treat them fo, as to difcourage ail others
from venturing on it for the future. She was very
folemn and ferious, and prayed God earneftly to
biefs and direft us.

The On the fixteenth of October O. S. the wind that
Prince had ftood fo long in the Weft, came into the Eaft.
of°th'e EVe orc^ers were ^ent ^t0 ^afte t0 HélvoetrSluys.
c;a££2 That morning the Prince went into the aiïèmbly

of the States General, to take leave of them. He
faid to them, he was extream fenfible of the kind-
nefs they had ail Ihewed him upon many occafi-
ons : Pie took God to witnefs, he had ferved
them faithfully, ever fince they had trufted him
with the government, and that he had never any
end before his eyes but the good of the country •
He had purfued it always : And if at any time
he erred in his judgment, yet his heart was ever
fet on procuring their fafety and.profperity. He
took God to witnefs, he went to England with no
other intentions, but thofe he had fet out in his
déclaration : He did not know how God might
difpofe of him : To his providence he commit-
ted himfelf : Whatfoever might become of him,
he committed to them the care of their country,

/ and recommended the Princefs to them in a molt
partiçular manner : He ahlired them, die loved
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their Country perfeftly, and equally with lier 1688.
own : He hoped, that whatever might happen to
him, they would ftill proteâ: her, and ufe her as
fhe well deferved : And fo he took ieave. It was

a fad, but a kind parting.. Some of every Pro¬
vince offered at an anfwer to what the Prince had
faid : But they ail melted into tears and pafîion :
So that their fpeeches were much broken, very
fhort, and extream tender. Only the Prince him-
felf continued firm in his ufual gravity and
phlegm. When he came to Helvoet-Sluys, the
tranfport fleet had confumed fo much of their pro-
vifions, that three days of the good wind were
loft, before ail were fupplied anew.

At laft, on the nineteenth of Ofltober, theWefailed
Prince went abôard, and the whole Fleet failed of che
out that night. But the next day the wind turn-
ed into the North, and fettled in the North-Weft.
At night a great ftorm rofe. We wrought againft
it ail that night, and the next day. But it was
in vain to ftruggle any longer. And fo vaft a
Fleet run no fmall hazard, being obliged to keep
together, and yet not to corne too near one ano-
ther. On the twenty firft in the afternobn the
fignal was given to go in again : And on the
twenty fécond the far greater part got fafe into
port. Many fhips were at firft wanting, and were
believed to be loft. But after a few days ail came
in. There was not one fhip loft -, nor fo much as But were

any one man, except one that was blown from the forced
fhrouds into the fea. Some fbips were fo fhat- bacii*
tered, that as foon as they came in, and ail was
taken out of them, they immediately funk down.
Onîy five hundred horfes died for want of air.
Men are upon fuch occafions apt to flatter them-
felves upon the points of providence. In France
and England, as it was believed that our lofs was
much greater than it proved to be, fo they tri-
umphed not a little, as if God had foùght againft
us, and dçfeated the whole defign. We on our

part,
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1688. part, who round our felves delivered out of fo great

a ftorm and fo vaft a danger, looked on it as a mark,
of God's great care of us, who, tho* he had not
changed the courfe of the winds.and feas in our fa~
vour, yet had preferved us while we were in fuch
apparent danger, beyondwhat couid have been ima-
gined. The States were not at ail difcouraged with
this hard .beginning, but gave the neceff^ry orders
for fupplying us with every thing that wemeeded.
The Princefs behaved herfelf at the Hague fugably
to what was expebted from her. She ordered pray-
ers four times a day, and alfifted at them with great
dévotion. She fpoke to no body of affairs, but was
calm and filent. The States ordered fome of their

body to give her an account of ail their proceedings.
She indeed anlwered little : But in that little fhe

gave them caufe often to admire her judgment.
Confulta. In England the Court law now, that it was in
rions in vain to diffemble or difguife their fears any more,

.iitigland. Great confultations were held tlïere. The Earï of
Melfort, and ail the Papifts, propofed the feizing on
ail fufpected perlons, and the fending them to Portf-
mouth. The Earl of Sunderland oppofed this
vehemently. He faid, it would not be polïible to
feize on many at the famé time: And the fèizing
on a few would aîarm ail the reft : It would drive
them in to the Prince, and furnifh them with a pre-
tence for it: He propofed rather, that the King
would do fuch popular things, as might give fome
content, and lay that fermentation with which the
Nation was then, as it were, diltradled. This was
at that time complied with : But ail the Popilh par-
ty continued upon this to charge Lord Sunderland,
as one that was in the King's counfels only to betray
them j that had before diverted the offer of alfift-
ance from France, and now the lecuring thofe who
were the moft likely to join and aiïift the Prince,
By their importunities the King was at laft fo pre-
yailed on, that he turned him out of ail his places:
And Lord Prefton was made Seçretary of State,
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The Fleet was now put eut, and was fo ftrong, 1688.
chat, if they had met the Dutch Fleet, probably
they would have been too hard for them, efpeciaF
ly conftdering the great tranfport fleet that they
were to cover. Ail the forces that were in Scotland
were ordered into England : And that Kingdom
was left in the hands of their Militia. Several Ré¬

giments came likewife from Ireland. So that the
King's Army was then about thirty thoufand ftrong.
But, in order to lay the heat that was raifed in the
Nation, the King lent for the Biffiops^ and fet out
the injuftice of this unnatural invaflon that the
Prince was deflgning : He afliired them of his af-
fedtions to the Church of England -, and protefted,
he had never intended to carry things further than
to an equal liberty of confcience : He defired, they
would déclaré their abhorrence of this invaflon, and
that they would offer him their advice, what was
fit for him to do. They declined the point of ab^
horrence, and advifed the prefent lummoning a
Parliament ; and that in the mean while the Eccle-
ftaftical Commifîion might be broken, the proceed-
ings againft the Bifhop of London and Magdalen
Collège might be reverfed, and that the law might
be again put in its channel. This they delivered
with great gravity, and with a courage that recom-
mended them to the whole Nation. There was an

order lent them from the King afterwards, requir-
ing them to compofe an office for the prefent occa-
flon. The prayers were fo well drawn, that even
thoie who wifhed for the Prince might have joined
in them. The Church party did now ftiew their
approbation of the Princels expédition in fuch terras,
that many were furprized at it, both then, and flnee
that time, They fpoke openly in favour *of it.
They exprefled their grief to fee the wind lo crofs.
They wifhed for an Eaft wind, which on that oc-
caflon was called the Proteftant wind. They'fpoke
with great feorn of ail that the Court wgs then do-
ing to regain the hearts of the Nation, And in-
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1688. deed the proceedings of the Court that way were

-v~—' fo cold, and fo forced, that few were like to be de-
ceived by them, but thofe who had a mind to be
deceived. The writs for a Parliament were of-
ten ordered to be made ready for the Seal, and were
as often ftopt. < Some* were fealed, and given dut:
But they were quickly called in again. The old
Charters were ordered to be rellored again. Jef-
feries himfelf carried back the Charter of the City
oi London, and put on the appearances of joy and
heartinefs when he gave it to them. Ail men ,faw
thro5 that afiedtation : For he had raiied himfelf
chiefiy upon the advifmg, or promoting, that mat-
ter or the furrender, and the forfeiture of the Char¬
ters. An order was alfo fent to the Bifhop of Win¬
chester, to put the Prefident of Magdalen Collège
again in poffeffion. Yet, that order not being exe-
cuted when the news was brought that the Prince
and his Fleet were blown back, it was countermand-
ed j which plainly fnewed wThat it w;as that drove
the Court into fo much compliance, and how long
it was like to lait.

Proçfs The matter of the greateft concern, and that could
^rouS^t not be dropt, but was to be fupported, was thebirth^of t>irth of the Prince of Wales. And therefore the
the Prince Court thought it necefîary, now in an after-game,
of Wales. to offer fome fatisfaâion in that point. So a great

meeting was called not only of aîl the Privy Coun-
fellors and Judges, but of ail the Nobility then in
Town. To thefe the King complained of the great
injury that was done both him and the Queen by
the Prince of Orange, who accufed them of fo
black an impofture : Fie faid, he believed there
were few Princes then alive, who had been born in
the prefence of more witneffes than wrere at his fon's
birth : He had therefore called them together, that
they might hear the proof of that matter. It was
firft proved, that the Queen was delivered abed,
while many were in the room ; and that they faw
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the chiïd foon after he was taken from the Queen 1688.
by the midwife. But in this the midwife was the
lingle witnefs ; for none of the Ladies had felt the
child in the Queen's belly. The Countefs of Sun-
derland did indeed depofe, that the Queen called
to her to give her her hand, that fhe might feel
how the child lay» to which fhe added, " which ï
did but did not fay, whether fhe felt the child»
or not : And fhe toîd the Dutchefs of Hamikon,
from whom I had it, that when fhe put her hand
into the bed, the Queen held it, and let it go no
lower than her breafts. So that really fhe felt no-
thing. And this depofition, brought to make a
fhew, was an evidénce againft the matter, rather
than for it ; and was a violent prèfumption of an
impofture, and of an artifice to cover it. Many
Ladies dèpofed, that th.ey had often feen the marks
of mille on the Queen's linen, near her breafts.
Two or three depofed, that they faw it ruhning
out at the nipple. Ail thefe depofed, that they
faw milk before the pretended delivery. But none
of them depofed concerning milk after the delivery,
tho' nature fends it then in greater abondance: And
the Queen had it always in fuch a pîenty, that fome
weeks pafïed after her delivery, before fhe was
qui te freed from it. The Ladies did not name the
time in which they faw the milk, except one, who
named the month of May. " But, if the par-
ticulars mentioned before, that happen'd on Eafter
Monday, are redecled on, and if it appears proba-

- ble by thefe that the Queen rnifearried at that time;
then ail that the Ladies mentioned of milk in her
breafts, particularly fhe that fixed it to the month
of May, might have followed upon that mifear-
riage, and be no proof concerning the late birth.

-Mrs. Pierce, the 1 ancre's, depofed that fhe took
linen from the Queen's hody once, which carried
the marks of a delivery. But fhe fpoke onîy to
one time. That was a main circumftance. And,
if it had been txue, it muft have béeh often done,

and
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i688. and was capable of a more copions proof, fin ce'

WV~'W there is occafion for luch things to be often lookcd
on, and well confidered. The Lady Wentworth
was the fingle witnefs that depofed, that fhe had
felt the child move in the Queen's belly. She was
a Bed-chamber woman, as well as a fingle witnefs:
And fhe fixed it on no time. If it was very early,
fhe might have been miftaken: Or if it was be-3
fore Eafter Monday, it might be true, and yet have
no relation to this birth. This was the fubftance
of this evidence, which was ordered to be enroîled
and printed. But when it was publifhed, it had a
quite contrary effedt to what the Court expected
from it. The prefumption of law jbeforé this was
ail in favour of the birth, fince the parents owned
the child : So that the proof lay on the other fide,
and ought to be offered by thofe who called it in
queftion. But, now that this proof was- brought,
which was fo apparently defedtive, it did not leffen
but increafe the jealoufy with which the Nation
was poffeffed : For ail peopîe concluded, that, if
the thing had been true, it muft have been eafy to
have brought a much more copious proof than was
now publifhed to the world. It was much obferv-
ed, that Princefs Anne was not prefent. She in-
deed èxCufed herfelf. She thought fhe was breed-
ing : And ail motion was forbidden her. None
believed that to be the true reafon ; for it was

thought, that the going from one apartment of the
Court to another could not hurt her. So it was

looked on as a colour that fhewed fhe did not be-
lieve the thing ^ and that therefore fhe would not
by her being prefent feem -to give any crédit to it.

This was the date of affairs in England, whileO 7

we lay at Helvoet-Sluys, where we continued till
the firft of November, Here Wildman created a

new difturbance. He plainly had a fhew of cou¬
rage, but was, at leaft, then a coward. He pofTeflf-
ed fome of the Englifh with an opinion, that the de-
fign was now irrecoverablyloft. This was entertained
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by many, who were willing to hearken to any pro- 1688.
polition, that fet danger at a diftance from them- <—*-v~—
felves. They were itill magnifying the Englifh
Fleet* and undervaluing the Dutch. They went
fo far in this, that they propofed to the Prince, that
Herbert fhould be ordered to go over to the coaft
of England, and either fight the Englifh Fleet, or
force them in : And in that cafe the Tranfport Fleet
might venture over-, which otherwife they thought
could not be fafely done. This fome urged with
fuch earneftnefs, that nothing but the Prince's au-
thority, and Schomberg's crédit, could have with-
ftood it. The Prince told them, the feafon was
now fo far lpent, that the lofing of more time was
the lofing the whole defign : Fleets might lie long
in view of one another, before it could be pofîible
for them to corne to an engagement, tho' both lides
equally delired it ; but much longer, if any one of
them avoided it : It was not poifible to keep the
Army, éfpecially the horie, long at fea : And it was
no eafy matter to take them ail out, and to fhip
them again : After the wind had ftood fo long in
the Weft, there was reafon to hope it would turn
to the Fait : And when that fhould corne, no time
was to be loft : For it would fometimes blow fo
frelh in a few days as to freeze up the river; fo
that it would not be poflibie to get out ail the win-
ter long. With thefe things he rather filenced than
quieted them. Ail this while the men of war were
flill riding at fea, it being a continued florm for fome
weeks. The Prince lent out lèverai advice boats
with orders to them to corne in. But they could.
not corne up to them. On the twenty feventh of
Odtober • there was for fix hours together a moft
dreadful florm : So that there were few among us,
that did not conclude, that the beft part of the' 1

Fleet, and by confequence that the whole defign,
was loft. Many, that have pall for Heroes, yet
fhewed then the agonies of fear in their looks, and
whole djeportment. The Prince ftill retained his
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time.
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1688. ufual calmnefs, and the famé tranquillity of fpirit*

that I had obferved in him in his happieft days. On
the twenty eighth it calmed a little, and our Fleet
came ail in, to our gteat joy. The rudder of one
third rate was broken : And that was ail the hurt
that the ftorm had done. At laft the much long-
ed for Eaft wind came* And lo hard a thing it
was to fet fo vaft a body in motion, that two days
of this wind were loft before ail could be quite rea-
ày-

We failed Cffi the firft of November O. S. we failed out
out more with the evening tide; but made little way that
^PP1^ a night, that fo our Fleet might corne out, and move

in order. We tried next day till noon, if it was
poffible to fail Northward : But the Wind was 1b
ftrong, and fuit in the Eaft, that we could not
move that way. About noon the fignal was given
to fteer Weftward. This wind not only diverted
us from that unhappy courfe, but it kept the Eng-
liftt Fleet in the river : So that it was not poffible
for thera to corne out, tho' they were corne down
as far as to the Gunfleet. By this means we had
the fea open to us, with a fair wind, and a fafe na¬
vigation. On the third we paft between Dover and
Calais, and before night came in fight of the ifle of
Wight. The next day being the day in which the
Prince was both born and married, he fancied, if he
could land that day, it would look aulpicious to
the Army, and anirnate tire foldiers. But we ail,
who conftdered, that the day foiiowing, being Gun-
powder Treafon dây, our landing that day might
have a good effedt on the minds of the Engliffi Na*
tion, were better pleafed to fee that we could land
no fooner. Torbay was thought the beft place for
our great Fleet to lie in : And it was refolved to
land the Army, where it could be beft done near it j

reckoning, that being at fuch a diftance from Lon-
don, we could provide ourfelves with horfes, and
put every thing in order before the King could
march his Army towards us, and that we fhould lie

fome
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fome tirne at Exeter for the refrefhing our men. I 1688 •
was in the fhip, with the Prince's other domef-
ticks, that went in the van of the whole Fleet. At
noon on the fourth Ruffel came on board us, with
the beft of ail the Englifh pilots that they had
brought over. He gave him the fteering of the /
flaip -, and ordered him to be fure to fail fo, that
next morning we fhould be fhort of Dartmouth :
For it was intended that fome of the fhips fhould
land there, and that the reft fhould fail info Tôr-
bay. The pilot thought, he coula not be miftaken
in meafuring our courfe ; and believed that he cer-
tainly kept within orders, till the morning fhewed
us we were paft Torbay and Dartmouth. The wind,
tho' it had abated much of its firfl: violence, yet
v/as ftill full in the Eafl. So now it feemed necef- v

fary for us to fail on to Plymouth, which mufl
have engaged us in a long and tedious campaign in
winter, thro' a very ill Country. Nor were we fure to
be received at Plymouth. The Earl of Bath, who „

was Governor, had fent by Ruffel a promife to the
Prince to corne and join him : Yet it was not like-
ly, that he would be fo forward as to reçoive us at
our firft coming. The delays he made afterwards,
pretending that he was managing the garrifon,
whereas he was indeed ftaying till he faw how the
matter was like to be decided, fhewed us how fatal
it had proved, if we had been forced to fail on to
Plymouth. But while Ruffel was in no fmall dif-
order, after he faw the pilotis error, (upon which he
bid mê go to my prayers, for ail was loft) and as
he was ordering the boat to be cleared to go aboard
the Prince, on a fudden to ail our wonder it calm-
ed a little. And then the wind turned into the
South: And a foft and happy gale of wind carri-
ed in the whole Fleet in four hours time into Tor¬
bay. Immediately as many landed as convenientîy We laoT-
could. As fpon as the Prince and Marfhal Se hom- ed ac

berg got to fhore, they were ftirnifhed with fuch Torbay.
horfes as the village of Broxholme could afford -,

YOh. IL M m and
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1688. and rode up to yiew the grounds, which they found
—-v—as convenient as could be imagined tor the foot in

that feafon. It was not a coid night : Otherwife
the foldiers, who had been kept warm aboard,
might have fuffered much by it. As foon as I
landed, I made what hafte I could to the place
where thé Prince was -, who took me heartily by the
hand, and afked me, if I would not now believe
predeftination. 1 told him, I would never forget
that providence of God, which had appeared fo fig-
nally on this occafion. He was cheerfuller than ordi-
nary. Yet he returned foon to his ufual gravity.
The Prince lent for ail the fifhermen of the place ;
and afked them, which was the propereft place for
landing his horfe, which ail apprehended would

,be a tedious bufinefs, and might hold fome days.
But nexfmorning he was fhewed a place, a quarter
of a mile below the village, where the fhips could
be brought very near the land, againfl a good fhore,
and the horfes would not be put to fwim above twen-
ty yards. • This proved to be fo happy for our land¬
ing, tho' we came to it by meer accident, that, if
we had ordered the whole Ifland round to be found-
ed, we could not have found a properer place for it.
Titre was a dead calm ail that morning : And in
three hour's time alt our horfe were landed, with as
much baggage as was necelTary till we got to Exeter.
The artiilery and heavy baggage were left aboard,
and ordered to Topfham the ièa-port to Exeter.
Ali that beionged to us was 1b foon and fo happily
landed, that by tiré next day at noon we were in full
rnarch, and marched four miles that night. We
had from thence twenty miles to Exeter : And we
refolved to make hafte thither. But, as we were
now happily landed, and marching, we faw new and
uhthought of charablers of a favourable providence
of God watching over us. We had no fooner got
thus difengaged from our Fleet, than a new and
great ftorm blew from the Weft *, from which our
Fleet, being covered by the land, could receive no

préjudice :
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préjudice : But the King's Fleet had got out as the 1688.
wind calmed, and in purfuit of us was corne as far l-—v—•»
as the ifle of Wight, when this contrary wind turn-
ed upon them. They tried what they couid to
purfue us : But they were fo fhattered by fome
days of this ftorm, that they were forced togo into
Portfmouth, and were no more fit for fervice that
year. This was a greater happinefs than we were
then aware of : For the Lord Dartmouth afiured
me fome time after, that, whatever frories we had
heard and beiieved, either of Officers or feamen,
he was confident they would ail hâve fought very
heartily. But novv, by the immédiate h and of
heaven, we were malters of the fea without a blow.
I never found a difpofition to fuperftition in my
temper : I was rather inclined to be philofophical
upon ail occafions. Yet I muft confefs, that this
Frange ordering of the winds and feafons, jiift to
change as our affairs required it, could not but
make deep imprefiions on me, as well as on ail that
obferved it. Thofe famous verfes of Claudian feem-
ed to be more applicable to the Prince, than to
him they were made on :

" O nimium dile&e Deo, cui militât retirer,
" Et conjurât! veniunt ad clafiica venti !"
Heaven's favourite, for whom the fkies do fight,
And ail the winds confpire to guide thee right !

The Prince made halte to Exeter, wherehe Faid
ten days, both for refrefliing his troops, and for
giving the Country time to fhew their affeftions.
Both the Clergy and MagiFrates of Exeter were
very fearful, and very backward. The Bilhop
and the Dean ran away. And the Clergy Itood
off, tho' they were lent for, and very gentiy fpoka
to by the Prince. The truth was, the doctrines
of Paffive Obedience and Non-refiitance had been
carried fo far, and preached fo much, that Cler-

M m 2 gymen
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ï688. gymen either could not ail on the fudden get out

of that entanglemënt, into which they had by long
thinking and fpeaking ail one way involved them-
felves, or they were afhamed to make fo quick a
turn. Yet care was taken to protedf them and
their houfes every where : So that no fort of vio¬
lence nor rudenefs was offered to any ofthem.
The Prince gave me full authority to do this :
And I took fo particular a care of it, that we heard
of no complaints. The Army was kept under
fiich an exadt difcipline, that every thing was paid
for where it was demanded ; tho' the foldiers were
contented with fuch moderate entertainment, that
the people généraliy afked but little for what they
did eat. We flaid a week at Exeter, before any
of the Gentlemen of the country about came in
to the Prince. Every day fome perfons of con¬
dition came from other parts. The fîrft were
the Lord Colchefler the eldeft fon of the Earl of
Rivers, and the Lord Wharton, Mr. Ruffel the
Lord Ruffel's brother, and the Earl of Abington.

The The Ring came down to Salifbury, and fent his
King's troops twenty miles further. Of thefe, three Re-
Army be- o-jnients of horfe and dragoons were drawn on by
come over their Officers, the Lord Cornbury and Colonel
to the Langfton, on defign to come over to the Prince.
Ponce. Advice was fent to the Prince of this. But be-

caufe thefe Officers were not fure of their fubal-
terns, the Prince ordered a body of his men to ad-
vance, and affift them in cafe any refiftance was
made. They weie'within twenty miles of E,xeter,
and within two miles of the body that the Prince
had fent to join them, when a whifper ran about
among them that they were betrayed. Lord Corn¬
bury had not the prefence of mind that fo critical

"a thing required. So they fell in confufion, and
'

m any rode back. Yet one Regiment came over
in a body, and with them about a hundred of the
otlier two. This gave us great courage; and
fhewed us, thatwe had not been deceived in what

was
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was told us of the Inclinations of the King's Army.
Yet, on the other hand, thofe who ftudied to fup-
port the King's fpirit by flatteries told him, that
in this he faw that he might truft bis Army, fince
thefe who intended to carry over thofe Régiments,
were forced to manage it with fo much artifice,
and durit not difcovçr their defign either to Officers
or foldiers ; and that, as foon as they perceived it,
the greater part of them had turned back. The
King wanted fupport : For his fpirits funk ex-
treamly. His blood was in fuch fermentation,
that he was bleeding much at the nofe, which re-
turned often upon him every day. He fent many
fpies over to us. They ail took his money, and
came and joined themfelves to the Prince, none
of them returning to him. So that he had no in¬
telligence brought him, of what the Prince was
doing, but what common reports furnifhed, which
magnified our numbers, and made him think we
were coming near him, while we were ftill at
Exeter. He heard that the City of London was
vcry unquiet. News was brought him, that the
Earls of Devonfhire and Danby, and the Lord
Lumley, were drawing great bodies together, and
that both York and Newcaftle had declared for
the Prince. The Lord Delamer had raifed a Re •

giment in Chefhire. And the body of the Na¬
tion did every where difcover their inclinations for
the Prince fo evidently, that the King faw he had
nothing to truft to, but his Army. And the ill
difpofition among them was fo apparent, that he
reckoned he could not dépend on them. So that he
loft both heart and head at once. But that which
gave him the laft and rnoft confounding ftroke
was, that the Lord Churchill and the Duke of
Grafton left him, and came and joined the Prince
at Axminfter, twenty miles on that fide of Exeter.
After this he could not know on whom he could

dépend. The Duke of Grafton was one of King
Çharles's fons, by the Dutchefs of Cieveland. He

M m 3 had
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ï68S. had been fome time at fea, and was a gallant but

rough man. He had more fpirit than any one of
the King's fons. He made an anfwer to the King
about this time, that was much talked of. The
King took notice of fomewhat in his behaviour
that loôked fadtious : And he faid, he was fure
he could not prétend to adt upon principles of
confidence -, for he had been fo ill bred, that as he
knew iittie of religion, fo he regarded it lefs. But
he anfwéred the King, that, tho' he had iittie con-

1 fcience, y et he was of a party that had a great deal.
S o.i after that", Prince George, the Duke of Or-
mond, and the Lord Drumlanerick the Duke of
Qaeenfbury's eldeff fon, left hirn, and came over
to the Prince, and joined him, when he was corne
as far as the Earl of Brifloi's houfe at S herbu rn.

When the news came to London, the Princefs
was fo (truck with the apprelien fions of the King's
difplealure, and of the ill effedts that it might have,
that fhe faid to the Lady Churchill, that lhe could
not bear the thoughts of it, and would leap out
at window, rather than ventùre on it. The Bifhop
of London was then lodged very iecrètiy in Suf-
fblk frrcet. So the Lady Churchill, who knew
where he was, went to him, and concerted with
him the method ol the Princefs's withdrawing from
the Court. The Princefs went fooner to bed than

ordinary. And about niidnight fhe went down a
back-fiairs from her clofet, attended only by the
Lady Churchill, 'in fuch halle that they carri-
ed nothing with them. They were waited for
by the Bifiiop of London, who carried them to the
Tari of Dorfet's, whofe Lady furnifned them with
every thing. And fo they went Northward, as far
as Northampton ; where that Earl attended on them
with a 11 refpeét, and quickly brought a body of
horfe to f rve for a guard to the Princefs. And in
a lictle while a final! Army was formed about her,
who chofe to be commanded by the Bifhop of Lon¬
don 5 of which he too eafily accepted.

Thefe

i
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Thefe things put the King in an inexprefllble 168S.

eonfulion. Pie faw himfelf nowforfaken, not only
by thofe whom lie had trufted and favoured moft,
but even by his own c.hildren. And the Army
was in fuch diftraétion, that there was not, any one
body that feemed entirely united and firm to him.
A foolifh bail ad was made at that ti-me, treating
the Papifts, and chiefly the Irifh, in a very ridicu-
lous manner, which had a burden, laid to be Irifh
words, " lero lero lilibulero," that made an im-
preffion on the Army, that cannot be well ima-
gined by thofe who faw it not. The whole Army,
and at laft ail people both in city and country, were
finging it perpetually. And perhaps never had fo
flight a thing fo great an effe<5t.

While the Prince ftaid at Exeter, the rabble of A^0'
the people came in to him in great numbers. So Cia,loa
that lie could have raifed many Régiments of foot, ^ofetvho
if there had been any occalion for them. But came to
what he underftood of the temper the King's Army chePrincs-
was in, made ' him judge it was not n.eceffary to
arm greater numbers. After he had ftaid eight
days at Exeter, Seimour came in with feveral other
Gentlemen of quality and efcate. As foon as he
had been with the Prince, he fent to feek for me.
When I came to him, he afked me, why we had
not an Affociation fi^ned by ail that came to us,
fince, till we had that done, we were as a rope
of fand : Men might leave us when they pleafed,
and we had them under no tie : Whereas, if they
ligned an Affociation, they would reckon them-
felves bound to ftick to us. I anfwered, it was be-
caufe we had not a man of his authority and crédit
to offer and fupport fuch an advice. I went from
him to the Prince, who approved of the motion ;
as did allô the Earl of Shrewfbury, and ail that
were with us. So I was ordered to draw it. It
was, in few words, an engagement to ftick toge-
riier in purfuing the ends of the Prince's déclara¬
tion ; and that, if any attempt fhouîd be made on

M m 4 fhs
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his perfon, it fhould be revenged on ail by whom
or from whom any fuch attempt fhould be made.
This was agreed to by ail about the Prince. So
it was engrofled in parchment, and figned by ail
thofe that came in to him. The Prince put Devon-
fnire and Exeter under Seimour's government, who
was Recorder of Exeter. And he advanced with
his Army, leaving a fmall garrifon there with his
heavy artillery under Col. Gibfon, whom he made
Deputy Governor as to the military part.

At Crookhorn, Dr. Finch, fon of the Earl of
Headsln "Winchelfea, and Warden of Ail-Soûls Collège in
Oxford Oxford, was fent to the Prince from fome of the
fent to pïeads of Collèges *, affuring him, that they would

déclaré for him, and inviting him to corne thither,
telling him, that their plate fhould be at his fer-
vice, if he needed it. This was a fudden turn
from thofe principles that they had carried fo high
a few years beiore. The Prince had defigned to
have fecured Briftol and Gîoucefter, and fo to have
gone to Oxford, the whole Weft being then in his
hands, if there had been any appearance of a îtand
to be made againft him by the King and his Army;
for, the King being fomuch fuperior to him in horfe,
it was not advifable to march thro' the great plains
of Dorfetfhire. and Wiltfhire. But the King's pre-
cipitate retufn to London put an end to this pré¬
caution. The Earl of Bath had prevailed with
the garrifon of Plymouth: And they déclared for
the Prince. So now ali behind him was fafe.
When he came to Sherburn, ail Dorfetfhire came
in a body, and joined him. He refolved to make
ali the halle he could to London, where things
were in a high fermentation.

Créât cif- A boid man ventured to draw and publifh ano-
rrders in ther déclaration in the Prince's name. It was pen-
.London. neg with great fpirit : And it had as great an ef-

fedf. It fet forth the defperate defigns of the Pa-
pifts, and the extream danger the Nation was in
by their rneans, and required ail perlons immedi-

ately
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ately to fall on fuch Papifts as were in any empîoy- 1688.
ments, and to turn them out, and to fecure ail
ftrong places, and to do every thing elfe that was
in their power in order to execute the laws, and to
bring ail things again into their proper channels.
This fet ail men at work : For no doubt was made,
that it was truly the Prince's déclaration. But
he knew nothing of it. And it was never known,
who was the author of fo bold a thing. No per-
fon-ever claimed the merit of it : For, tho' it had
an araazing effeét, yet, it feems, he that contrived
it apprehended, that the Prince would not be well
pleaied with the author offuch an impofture in his
Name. The King was under fuch a çonfternation,
that he neither knew what to refolve on, nbr whom
to truft. This pretended déclaration put the City
in fuch a fia me, that it was carried to the Lord
Mayor, and he was required to execute it. The
apprentices got together, and were falling upon
ail Mafs-houles, and committing many irregular
things. Yet their tury was fo well governed, and
fo little refilted, that no other mifchief was done :
No biood v/as fhed.

The King now fent for ail the Lords in Town, A treaty
that were known to be firm Proteftants. And, begun
upon fpeaking to fome of them in private, they
advifed him to caii a général meeting of ail theO O

Privy Counfellors, and Peers, to afk their advice,
what was fit to be done. Ail agreed in one opi¬
nion, that it was fit to fend Commiffioners to the
Prince to treat with him. This went much againft
the King's own inclinations : Yet the dejeétion he
was in, and the defperate ftate of his affairs, forced
him to conlent to it. So the Marquis of Halifax,
the Earl of Nottingham, and the Lord Godolphin*
were ordered to go to the Prince, and to afk him,
what it was that he demanded. The Earl of Cla-
rendon refledted the moft, on the King's former
Conduit, of any in that affembly, not without fome
îndeçent and infolent words, which were generally

condemned.
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168S. condemned. Heexpeded, as was faid, to be one

of the Commiffioners : And, upon his not being
named. he came and met the Prince near Salifbury.
Yet he fuggefted fo many peevifh and peculiar
things, when he came, that fome fufpebfed, ail this
was but collufion, and that he was lent to raife a
fâétion amon g thofe that were about the Prince.
The Lords fent to the Prince to know where they
fhould wait on him : And he narned Hungerford.
"When they came thither, and had deiivered their
melTage, the Prince calied ail the Peers and others
of chief note about him, and advifed with them
what anfwer fhould be made. A day was taken
to confîder of an anfwer. The Marquis of Hali¬
fax fent for me. But the Prince faid, tho' he would
fufpebt nothing from our meeting, others might. So
I did not fpeak With him in private, but in the
hearing of others. Yet he took occafion to afk
me, fo as no body obferved it, if we had a mind
to have the K-irid in our hands ? I faid, by no
means ; for we would not hurt his perfon. He
âfked next, what if he had a mind to go away ? I
faid, nothing was fo much to be wifhed for. This
I told the Prince. And he approved of both m y
anfwers. The Prince ordered the Earls of Oxford
Shrewfbury, and Clarendon to treat with the Lords
the King had fent. And they deiivered the Prin-
ce's anfwer to them on Sunday the eighth of De-
eember.

He defired a Parliament might be prefently
calied, that no men fhould continue in any em¬
ployaient, who were not qualified by law, and had
not takei the Tefts * that the Tower of London
might bep.ut in the keeping of the City ; that the
Fieet, and ail the ftrong places of the Kingdom,
might be put in the hands of Proteftants ; that a
proportion of the revenue might be fet off for the
pay of the Prince's Army ; and that during the
fïtting of the Parliament, the Arrnies of both lides
might not co"me within twenty miles of London ;
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but, that the Prince might corne on to London, 1688.
and bave the famé number of his guards about him,
that the King kept about his perfon. The Lords
feemed to be very well fatisfied with this anfwer.
They fentit up by an exprefs, and went back next
day to London.

But now ftrange counfels were fuggefted to the The King
King and Queen. The Priefts, and ail the vio- leftthe
lent Papifts, faw a treaty vvas now opened. They Ivin&dom*
knew, that they muft be the facrifice. The whole
defign of Popery muft be given up, without any
hope of being able in an âge to think of bringing
it on again. Severe laws would be made againft
the m. And ail thofe who intended to ftick to the

King, and to preferve him, would go into thofe
laws with a pardcular zeal : So that they, and their
hopes, muft be now given up, and facrificed for
ever. They infufed ail this into the Queen. They
faid, fhe would certainly be impeached : And wit-
neffes would be fet up againft her, and her fon :
The King's Mother had been impeached in the
long Parliament : And fhe was to look for nothing
but violence. So the Queen took up a fudden re-
folution of going to France with the child. The
midwife, together with ail who were afiifting at
the birth, were alfo carried over, or fo difpofed of,
that it could never be leanled what became of
them afterwards. • The Queen prevailed with the
King, not only to confent to this, but to promile
tô go quickly after her. He was only to ftay a
day or two after her, in hope that the fhadow of
authority that was ftill left in him might keep
things fo quiet, that fhe might have an undifturb-
ed paffage. So fhe went to Portfmouth. And
from thence, in a man of war, fhe went over to
France, the King refolving to follow her in dif-
guife. Care was alfo taken to fend ail the Priefts
away. The King ftaid long enough to get the
Prince's anfwer. And when he had read it, he
faid, he did nQLexpecl fo good ternis. He order-
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1688. ed the Lord Chancelier to come to him next morn-

ing. But he had called fecretly for the Great Seal.
And the next morning, being the tenth of De-
cember, about three in the morning, he went away
in difguife with Sir Edward Haies, whofe fervant
he feemed to be. They paft the river, and flung
the Great Seal into it ; which was fome months
after found by a fifherman near Fox-Hall. The
King went down to a miferable fdher-boat, that
Haies had provided for carrying them over to
France.

Thus a great King, who had a good Army and
^ a ilrong Fleet, did choofe rather to abandon ail,nu • tjian e^t|ier t0 expofe himfelf to any danger with

that part of the Army that was ftill firm to him,
or to ltay and fee the ifiue of a Parliament. Some
attributed this mean and unaccountable refolution
to a want of courage. Others thought it was the
effect of an ill confcience, and of fome black thing
under which he could not now fupport himfelf.
And they who cenfured it the moft moderately,
faid, that it fhewed, that his Priefts had more regard
to themfelves than to him ; and that he confidered
their intereft more than his own -, and that he
chofe rather to wander abroad with them, and to
try what he could do by a French force to fubdue
his people, than to ftay at home, and be fhut up
within the bounds of law, and be brought under
an incapacity of doing more mifchief ; which they
faw was necefiary to quiet thofe fears and jealoufies,
for which his bad government had given fo much
occafion. It feemed very unaccountable, fince he
was refolved to go, that he did not choofe rather
to go in one of his Yatchs or Frigates, than to
expofe himfelf in fo dangerous and ignominious a
manner. It was not poffible to put a good con-
ftruftion on any part of the difhonourable fcene
which he then afted.

With this his reign ended : For this was a plain
deferting his people, and the expofing the Nation

to

He 5s
much
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to the pillage of an Army, which he had ordered 168S.
the Earl of Feverlham to dilband. And the do- ■■y—■

ing this without paying them, was the letting fo
many armed men loofe upon the Nation ; who
might have done much mifchief, if the exécution
of thofe ôrders that he left behind him had not

been ftopped. I fhall continue the récital of ali
that paît in this Interregnum, till the Throne, which
he now left empty, was filled.

He was not gone far, when fome Hfhermen of Bjt is
Feverlham, v/ho were watching for fuch Prielts,
and other delinquents, as they fancied were mak-
ing their efcape, came up to him. And they,
knowing Sir Edward Haies, took both the King
and him, and brought them to Feverlham. The
King told them who he was. And that flying
about brought a valt croud together, to look on
that aftonilhing inftance of the uncertainty of ail
woridly greatnefs -, when he who had ruled three
Kingdoms, and might have been the arbiter of
ail Europe, was now in fuch mean hands, and fo
low an équipage. The people of the town were
extremely difordered with this unlooked for acci¬
dent : And, tho' for a whiie they kept him as a
prifoner, yet they quickly changed that into as
much refpeâ: as they could poffibly pay him. Herc
was an accident that feemed of no great confe-
quence. Yet ail the ftrugglings which that party
have made ever lince that time to this day, which
from him were calîed afterwards the Jacobites, did
rife out of this : For, if he had got clear away, by
ail that could be judged, he would not have had
a party left : Ail would have agreed, that here was
a defertion, and that therefore the Nation was free,
and at liberty to fecure itfelf. But what followed
upon this gave them a colour to fay, that he was
forced away, and driven out. Till now, he fcarce
had a party, but among the Papifts. But from
this incident a party grew up, that has been long
very a&ive for his interefts. As foon as it was

known
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known at London that the King was gone, the ap-
prentices and the rabble, who had been a little
quieted when they faw a treaty on foot between
the King and the Prince, now broke out again
upon ali fufpedted houles, where they believed there
was eitheir Prielts or Papifts. They made great
havock of many places, not fparing the houles of
Embaiïadors. But none were killed, no houfes
burnt, nor were any robberies committed. Never
was fo much fury feen under fo much management.
JefFeries, finding the King was gone, faw what
reafon he had to look to hirnfelf : And, apprehend-
ing that he was now expofed to the rage of the
people, whom he had provoked with fo particular
a brutality, he had difguifed hirnfelf to make his
efcape. But he fell into the hands of fome who
knew him. Pie was infulted by them with as much
icorn and rudenefs as they could invent. And,
alter many ho'urs toffing him about, he was car-
ried to the Lord Mayor -, whom they charged to
commit him to the Tower, which the Lord Lucas
had then feized, and in it had declared for the
Prince. The Lord Mayor was fo ftriick with the
terror of this rude populace, and with the difgrace
of a man who had made ail people tremble before
him, that he fell into fits upon it, of which he
died foon after.

,j,j To prevent the further growth of fuch difor-
Frince is ^ers> ^e called a meeting of the Privy Counfellors
defired m and Peers, who met at Guild-Hail. The Arch-
c m;e ai d bifhop of Canterbury was there. They gave a
ta.-te tne

anv,=r ftrift charge for keeping the peace ; and agreed to
nient into fend an invitation to the Prince, defiring him to
his hands. corne and take the gô verornent of the Nation into

his hands, till a Parliament fhould m.eet to bring
ail mat ter s to ajuft and full lettlement. l'his they
ail fighed *3 and lent it to the Prince by the Earl
ôf Pembroke, the Vifcpùnt Weymouth, the Bifhop
of Ely, and the Lord Culpepper. The Prince
went on from Hungerford t.o Newbury, and from

thence
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thence to Abington, refolving to have gone to Ox- 1688.
ford to receive the compliments of the Univerfity,
and to meet the Princefs Anne who was coming
thither. At Abington he was furprized with the
news of the ftrange cataftrophe of affairs now at
London, the King* s defertion, and the diforders
which the City and neighbourhood of London were
falling into. One came from London, and brought
him the news, which he knew not weil how to be-
lieve, till he had an exprefs fent him from the
Lords, who had been with him from the King.
Upon this the Prince faw, how neceiïary it was to
make ail poffible hafte to London. So he fent to
Oxford, to excule his not coming thither, and to
offer the Afiociation to them, which was figned by
almoft ail the heads, and the chief men of the Uni-
verfity j even by thofe, who, being difappointed
in the preferments they afpired to, became after-
wards his moft implacable enemies.

Hitherto the expédition had been profperous,
beyond ail that could have been expeéted. There
had been but two fmall engagements, during this
unfeafonablê campaign. One was at Winkington
in Dorfetfhire, where an advanced party of the
Prince's met one of the King'sthat was thrice their
number: Yet they drove them before them into a
much greater body, where they were overpowered
with numbers. Some were killed on both fides.
But there were more prifoners taken of the Prin¬
ce's men. Yet, tho' the lofs was of his fide, the
courage that his men fhewed in fo great an ine-
quality as to number, made us reckon that we
gained more than we loft on that occafion. Ano-
ther aétion happened at Reading, where the King
had a confiderable body, who, as fome of the frin-
ce's men advanced, fell into a great diforder, and
ran away. One of the Prince's Officers was fhot.
He was a Papiil : And the Prince in confideration
of his religion was willing to leave him behind
him in Holland : But he very earnçitly begged he

might
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1688. might corne over with his company : And he was

g^-v-V only Officer that was killed in the whole ex¬
pédition.

Différent Upon the news of the King's defertion, it was
advice propofed that the Prince fhould go on with ail pof-
given to halle to London. But that was not advTable.

. concern-Ce ^or t^ie Ring's Army lay fo fcattered thro' the
ing the road ail the way to London, that it was not fit
King's for him to advance fafter, than as his troops march-
perion. eg before him : Otherwife, any refolute Officer

might have feized or killed him. Tho', if it had
not been for that danger, a great deal of mifchief,
that followed, would have been prevented by his
fpeedy advance : For now began that turn, to
which ail the difficultés, that did afterwards dif-
order our affairs, may be jullly imputed. Two
Gentlemen of Kent came to Windfor the morning
after the Prince came thither. They were addrefîèd
to me. And they told me of the accident at Fe-
verffiam, and delired to know the Prince's pleafure
upon it. I was affedted with this difmal reverfe of
the fortune of a great Prince, more than I think
fit to exprefs. I went immediately to Benthink,
and wakned him, and got liirn to go in to the
Prince, and let him know what had happen'd, that
fome order might be preféntly given for the fecurity
of the King's perfon, and for taking him out of the
hands of a rude multitude, who laid, they would
obey no orders but fuch as came from the Prince.

- The Prince ordered Zuyleftein to go immediately
to Feverfharn, and to fee the King fafe, and at full
liberty to go whitherfoever he pleafed. But, as
foon as the news of the King's being at Feverlham
came to London, ail the indignation that people
had formerly conceived againil him, was turned
to pity and compafîion. The Privy Council met
upon it. Some moved, that he fhould be fent for.
Others faid, he was King, and might fend for his

• guards and coaches, as he pleafed : But it became
:
not them to fend for him. It was ieft to his Ge~

: b i néral,
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hefal; thé Earl of Feveriham, to do what lie thçught 1688,
befl, So he went for him with his coaches and
gu^rds. And, as he came bàck thrO' the City, he
was welcomed with expréffions of jdy by great
numbers : So ilight aiid unftablë a tliing is a mul¬
titude; arid fo fdon altered. At his coiiiing to
Whitehall, he had a great Court about him. Eveil
the Papifts fcrept out of their lurkliig holes, and
appeared at Court with rriuch affurânce. The King
himfelf began to také heart. And Both at Févef-
fham, and now at Whitehall, he talked in his or-
dinary high ftrain, jiiftifying ail he had done :
Gniy he fpoke a little doubtfulfy of the bufinefs of
Magdaleri Collège. But when hè came to fefled:
on the ftate of his âffairs, he fâw it wâs fo brdkén,
that nothing was ndw left to deliberàtë updn. So
he fent the Earl of Feverfharii to Windfo'r, with-
dut demanding any paffport : And ordered him to
defire the Prince to corne to St. James's, tb coîi-
fult with him of the befl wajr for fettling the
Nation.

When the newé of What had paft at Londbn
came tb Windfor, the Prince thought thë Privy
Council had not uféd him well; wllo* after they
had fént to him to take the government upon him,
had made this ftep without confultihg him. Now
the fcene was altered, and nëw Counfels were to
be taken. The Princë heard the opinions, not
bnly of thofe who had Corne along with him, but
of fuch of the Nobility as were now corne to him,
among whûm the Marquis of Halifax was one.
Ail agreed, that it was ndt cdnvenient that the
King fhould ftay at Whitehall. Neitlier the King,
«or the Prince, nor the City; coulcl liave been
fafe, if they had beéh bpth néar oné another. Tu-
mults would proBabiy have arifen out of it. The
guards, ànd the officious flatterers of the two Courts,
would havë been Unquiet nëighbours. It was
thought necelïary to ftick to the point of the King's

Voi.» IL N n deferting
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1688. deferting his people, and not to give up that,- by

■"pr^entring upon any treaty with him. And ftnce the
Earl ofFeyerfham, who'had commanded the Àr-
my againft the Prince, was come without a pair-
port, he was for fome days put in arreft.

It was a tender point how to difpofe of the
King's perfon. Soins propofed rougher methods :
The keeping him a prifoner, at leait till the Nati¬
on was fettled, and till Ireland was fecured. It
Was thought, his being kept in cuftody, would be
fuch a tie on ail his pàrty, as would oblige thetn
to fubmit, and be quiet. Ireland was in great
danger. And his reftraint might oblige the Earl
of Tirconnell to defiver up the government, and
tô difarm the Papifts, which would preferve that
Kingdom, and the Proteftants in it. But, becaufe
it might raife too rnuch compaffion, and perhaps
fome diforder, if the King lhould be kept in re¬
ftraint within the Kingdom, therefore the lending
him to Breda was propofed. The Earl of Claren-
dbn preffed this vehemently, on the account of the
Irifh Proteftants, as the King himfeif ■ told me :
For thofe that gave their opinions in this matter
did it fecretly, and in confidence to the Prince.
The Prince faid, he cpuld not deny, but that this
might be good and wife advice : But it was that
to which he couid not hearken: Fie was fo far fa-
tisfied with the grounds of this expédition, that
he could a6t againft the King in a fair and open
war : But for his perfon, now that he had him in
his power, he could not put fuch a hardfhip on
him, as to make him a prifoner: And he knew
the Princefs's tempèr fo well, that he was fure fhe
would never bear it : Nor did lie know what dif-
flôutes it might raife, or what efîect it might hâve
upon the Parliament that was to be called : He
was firrnly refolved. never to fufter any thing to be
done againft his perfon : He faw it was neceftary
£0 fend him eut of London And he would.order
f * " ' a gùard
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à guard tb attend upon him, who fhould only de- 1688.
fend and proteél his perfora but not reftrain him
in any fort.

A refolution was taken of fending the Lords
Halifax, Shrewfbury, and Delamer* to London,
who were firft to order the Englifh guards that
Were about the Court to be drawn off, and fent to

quarters out of town : And, when that was done,
the Count of Solms with the Dutch guards was to
come and take ail the poils about the Court. This
was obeyed without any refiltance or diforder* but
not without much murmuring. ît was midnight
before ail was fettled. And then thefe Lords fent
to the Earl of Middleton* to de lire him to let the
King know* that they had a meffage to deliver to
him from the Prince. He went in to the King j
and fent thern word from him* that they might
corne with it immediately. They came* and found
him abed. They told him, the neceffity of affairé
tequired* that the Prince fhould come prefently to
London : And he thought, it would conducë to
the fafety of the King's perfon* and the quiet of
the town, that he fhould retire to Tome houfe out
bf town : And they propofëd Ham. The King
feerned much dëjeéled *, and afked* if it muft be
done immediately. They told him, he' might
take. his tell firlt i And they added, that he fhould
be attended by a guareb who fhould only guârd his
perfon, but fhould give him no fort of difturbanccn
Having faid this they withdrew. The Earl of
Middleton came quickly after thern, and afked
'thern, if it would not do as well, if the King
fhould go to Rochefter 1 for fînce the Prince was
not pleafed with his corning up from Kent, it
might be perhaps acceptable to him, if he fhould
go thither again. ît was very vifible, that this
was propofëd iri order to a fécond efcape.

They promifed to fend word immediately to the
Prince of Orange, who iay that night at S ion,

N n a within
\ y$§
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j:688. within eight miles of London. He very readiîy

confented to it. And the King went next day to
The Rochefter, having ordered ail that which is called
Prince

_ the moving Wardrobe to be fent before him, theC3.ITÎC tO
~

. _

London, Count or Solms ordering every thing to'be done,
and the as the King delired. A guard went with him that
to RoWem at liberty> an^ Pa^ him rather more
cheiter. refpeét than his own guards had done of late.

Moft of that body, as it happen'd, were Papifts.
So when he went to Mafs, they went in, and affift-
ed very reverently. And, when they were afked*
how they could ferve in an expédition that was in-
tended to deflroy their own religion, one of them
anfwered, his foui was God's, but his fword was
the Prince of Orange's. The King was fo much
delighted with this anfwer, that he repeated it to
ail that came about him. On the famé day the
Prince came to St. James's. It happen'd to be a
very rainy day. And yet great numbers came to
fee him. But, after they had ftood long in the
wet, he difappointed them : For, he who neither
loved fhews nor fhoutings, went thro' the park.
And even this trifle lielped to fet peoples fpirits on
the fret.

The Révolution was thus brought about, with
the univerfal applaufe of the whole Nation : Only
thefe laft fteps began to raife a fermentation. It
was faid, here was an unnatural thing, to waken
the King out of his fieep, in his own Palace, and
to order him to go out of it, when he was ready
to fubmit to every thing. Some faid, he was now
a prifoner, and remembred the faying of King
Charles the firft, that the prifons and the graves
of Princes lay not far diftant from one another :
The perfon of the King was now fbruck at, as well
as.his government : And this fpecious undertaking
would now appear to be only a difguifed and de-
figned ufurpation. Thefe things began to work
©n great numbers. And the pofcing the Dutch

^ guards,
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guards, where the Englifh guards had been, gave 1.688.
a général difguft to the whole Englifh Army.
They indeed hated the Dutch befides, on the ac-
count of the good order and ftrid: difcipline they
were kept under ; which made them to be as much
beloved by the Nation, as they were hated by the
foldiery. The Nation had never known fuch an
inoffenfive march of an Army. And the peace
and order of the fuburbs, and the freedom of
markets in and about London, was fo , carefully
maintained, that in no time fewer diforders had
been committed, than were heard of this winter.

None of the Papifts or Jacobites we're infulted
in any fort. The Prince had ordered me, as we
came aiong, to take care of the Papifts, and to fe- :
cure them from ail violence. When he came to

London, he renewed thefe orders, which I exe-
cuted with fo much zeal and care, that I faw.ail
the complaints that were brought me fully redrefïèd.
When we came to London I procured paftports
for ail that defired to go bcyond fea. Two of the
Popifh Bifhops were put in Newgate. I went thi-
ther in the Prince's name. I told them, the Prince
would not take upon him yet to give orders about
prifoners : As foon as he did that, they ihould
feel the effedts of if. But in the mean while I or-,
dered them them to be well ufed, and to be taken:
care -of, and that their friends might be admitted
to corne to them. So truly did I purfue the prin-
ciple of modération, even towards thofe from
whom nothing of that fort was to be expetfted.

Now that the Prince was corne, ail the bodies The
about the town came to weîcome him. The Bi- Nince
ihops came the next day. Only the Archbiftiop of
Canterbury, tho' he had once agreed to it, yet ajj forts 0{
would not come. The Clergy of London came people.
next. The City, and a great many other bodies,
came likewife, and exprefled a great deal of joy
for- the deliverance wro.ught for them by the

N n 3 Prince's
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1.688. Prince's meàris. OldSerjeant Maynard came with
v-/v the men of the law. He was then near ninety,

and yet he faid the livelieft thing that was heard
of on that occafion. The Prince toqk notice of
his great âge, and faid, that he believed he had
outlived ail the men of the law of his time : He
apfwered, he fhould have out-lived the law it felf,
if his Highnefs had not corne over.

Confulta- The firft thing tobe dope after the compliments
bouc the were °^er> was t0 how the Nation was to
fettlement fettled. The lawyers were generally of opini-
of the on, that the Prince ought to déclaré himfeàf King,
Nation» &s Plenry the feventh had done. This, they faid,

would put an end to ail difputes, which might
otherwife grow very perplexing and tedious : And,
they faid, he might cali a Parliament which would
be a légal afîèmbly, if fummoned by the King in.
fact, tho' his title was not yet redognized. This was
plainly contrary to his déclaration, by which the
fettlement of the Nation was referred to a Parlia¬
ment : Such a ftep would make ail that the Prince
had hitherto done, pals for an afpiring ambition,
only to raife himfelr : And it would difguft thofe
who had been hitherto the beft affeded to his de-
figns; and make-them îefs concerned in the quar-
r-el, if, inftead of flaying till the Nation fhould
offer him the Crown, he would affume it as a con-

queft. Thefe reafons determined the Prince againft
that propofition. He called ail thePeers, and the
members of the three laft Parliaments, that were
in town, together with fome of the Citizens of
Londcn. When thefe met. it was told them, that,
in the prefent diflradion, the Prince defired their
advice about the beft methods of fettling the Na¬
tion. It was agreed in both thefe Houfes, fuch as
they were, to make an.addrefs to the Prince, de-
firing him to take the adminiftration of the govern-
ment into his hands in the intérim. The hext

propofition paft.riot fo unanimoufly : For, it being
moved,
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moved, that the Prince fhould be likewife defired 168.8.
to write miffive letters to the lame effedf, and for
the famé perfons to whom writs were iffued out for
caliing a Parliament, that fo there might be an af-
fembly of meh in the form of a Parliament, tho9
without writs under the Great Seal, fuch as that
was that had called home King Charles the fécond:
The Earl of Nottingham obje&ed to this, that
fuch a Convention of the States could be no legâl
affembly, unlefs fummoned by the King's wrrit.
Therefore he moved, that an addrefs might be
made to the King, to order the writs to be iffued
out. Few wrere of his mind. The matter was

earried the other way : And orders were given fpr
thofe letters to be fent round the Nation.

The King continued a week at Rocheftcr. And The King
both he himlelf, and every body elfe, faw that lie _went over
was at full iiberty, and that the guard about him praîice>
put him under no fort of reftraint. Many that
were zcalous for his interefts went to him, and
preffed him to ftay, and to fee the iffue of things :
A party would appear for him : Good terms would
be got for him : And things would be brought fo
a reafonable agreement. He was much diftradted
between his own inclinations, and the importuni-
ties of his friends. The Queen, hearing whàt
had happen'd, writ a moft vehement letter to hitfî,
preffing his coming over, remembring him of his
promife, which fhe charged on him in a very ear-
neft, if not in an imperious ftrain. This letter
v/as intercepted. I had an account of it from one
that read it. The Prince ordered it to be convey-
ed to the King : And that determined him. So
he gave fecret orders to préparé a veffel for him ;
^,nd drew a paper, which he left on his table, re-
proaching the Nation for their forfakirig him.
He declared, that tho5 he was going to feek. îôr
foreign aid, to reftore him to his Throile, yet he
would not make ufe of it to overthrew ekher the

N n 4 religion
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1688. fe^gî°n eftablithed, or the laws of the lanch And

v f° Eft Rochefter very fecretly, on the laft day
pf this mémorable year, and gpt fafe qver tq
France.

The af- But, before I enter into the next year, I wiil
fairs of gîve fome acçount of the affairs pf Scotland.
Stodantî. There was no force left there, but a very fmall

one, fcarce able to defend the Caille pf * Edki-
burgh, pf which the Duke pf Gordon was Gq-
vernor. He was a Papift ; but had neither the
fpirit, nor the epurage, whiçh fuch a poil required
at that tirne. As foon as the news came tq Scot-
land of the King's defertipn, the rabble gpt tpge-
ther there, as they had done in London. They
broke into ail Fopilh Chapelg, and intq the Churqh
pf Holy Rood Houfe, which had been adorned
at a great charge to be a Royal Chapel, particu-
larly for the order of St, Andrew and the Thillle,
which the King had refolved to fet up in Scotland
in imitation of thp order qf the Garter in Eng-
îand. They defaced it qUite, and feized on fome
that were thought great délinquants, in particular
on the Earl of Perth, whp had difguifed himfelf,
and had gpt aboard a fmall veffel : But he was
feized en, and put in prifqn. The whole King-
dom, except only the Caille of Edinburgh, de-

u cîared for the Prince, and recçived hh déclaration
for that Kingdom with great joy. This was doné
in the North very unanimoufly,' by the Epifcopaî,
as well as by the Prefbyterian party. But in the
Weflern Counfiçs," the Prefbyterians, who had
fuffered much in a courfe of many years, thought
that the time was npw cpme, not only tp procure
themfelves eafe and liberty, but to revenge them-
felves upon others. They général! y broke in up«
on the Epifcppai Clergy with great infolence and
much cruelty. They carried them about the pa-
riflies in a mock procefîipn : They tore their
gowns, and drove them frorq their Churçhes and

houfe si
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houfês. Nor ciid they treat thofe of them, who i688?
had appcared very zealoufly againft Popery, with wyV,
any diftindtion. The Bifhops of that Kingdom
had writ a very indecent letter to the King, upon
the news of the Prince's being blown back by the
ftorm, full of injurions expreffions towards the
Prince, 'exprefiing their abhorrence of his defign :
And, in conclufion, they wifhed that the King
tnight have the rîecks of his enemies. This was
fent up as a pattern to the Englifh Bifhops, and
was printed in the Gazette. But they did not
think fit to copy after it in England. The Epif-
copal party in Scotland faw themfelves under a
great cloud : So they refolved ail to adhéré to the
Éarl of Dundee, who had ferved fome years in
Holland, and was both an able Officer, and a
man of goo.d parts, and of fome very valuabîe
yirtues : But, as he was proud and ambitions,
-fo he had taken up a ïnoft violent hatred of tbe
whole Prefbyterian party, and had executed ail the
fevereft orders againft thern with great rigour;
even to the fhooting many on the highway, that
refufed the oath required of them. The Prefby-
terians looked on him, as their moft implacable
ene'my : And the Epifcopal party truited moft en-
tirely to him. Upon the Prince's coming to Lon-
don, the Duke of Hamilton called a meeting of
ail the men of Quality of the Scotch Nation then
in town : And thefe made an addrels to the
Prince with relation to Scotland, al moft in the
lame ternis in which the Englifh addrefs was eon-
ceived. And now the adminiftration of the go-
yernment of the whole Iflc of Britain was put in
the Prince's hands.

The profpeéf from Ireland was more dreadful. 'r|ie afî*
Tyrconnell gave out new corrtmiffions, for levying friand
thirty thoufand men. And reports were fpreadA
about that Ifland, that a général maffacre of the
Proteftants was fixed to be in November. Upon

y^hich
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ié>88. which the Proteftants began to run togethef Fof

their common defence, both in Munfter and in
Ulfter. They had no great ftrength in Munfter.
They had been difarmed, and had no flore of ara-
munition for the few arms that were left therm
So they defpaired of being able to defend them-
felves, and came over to England, in great num-
bers, and full of difmal apprehenfions for thofe
they had left behind the m. They moved earneftly,
that a fpeedy afliftance might be fent to them,, In
Ulfter the Proteftants had more ftrength : But;
they wanted a head. The Lords of G renard and
Mountjoy, who were the chief military men among
them, in whom they confided moft, kept ftill fuch
meafures with Tyrconnell, that they would not
take the conduél of them. Twotowns, that had
both very little defence about them, and a very
fmall flore of provifions within them, were by the
rafhnefs or boldnefs of fome brave young men fe*
cured : So that they refufed to receive a Popifh
garrifon, or to fubmit to Tyrconneil's orders»
Thefe were London-Derry, and inifkilling. Both
of them were advantageoufly fttuated. Tyrcon¬
nell fent troops into the North to reduce the coun-
try. Upon which great numbers fied into thofe
places, and brought in provifions to them. And
fo they refolved to defend themfelves, with a firm-
nefs of courage that cannot be enough admired :
For when they were abandoned, both by the Gen¬
try and the military men, thofe two fmall unfurnifh-
ed and unfortified places, refolved to ftand to their
ewn defence, and at ail périls to ftay till fupplies
ihould corne to them from England. I will not
enlarge more upon the affairs of that Kingdom ;
both becaufe I had no occafion to be well in-
formed of them, and becaufe Dr. King, now
Archbifhop of Dublin, wrote a copious hiftory of
the government of Ireland during this reign,
which is fo well received, and fo univerfally ac-

• knowledged
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ktiowledged t© be as truly as it is finely written, 1688
that I refer my reader to the account of thofè
matters, which is fuliy and faithfully given by
thatdearned and zealous Prelaté»

And now I enter tipon the year 1689. In which 1689.
the twp firft things to be confidered, before the>"s,,^r"n
Convention cpuld be brought together, were, the
fettling the Englifh Arrny, and the. affairs of Ire-
land. As for the Army, fome of the bodies^
thofe chiefLy that were full of Papifts, and of ment
ili affected,' were to be broken. And, in order
to that, a loan was fet on foot in the City, for
raifing the money that was to pay their arrears at
their difbançjing, and for carrying on the pay of
the Englilh and Dutcn Arihiës till the Conven¬
tion fnould meet, and fettle the Nation. This
was the great diftinclion of thofe who were weil
affe&ed to the Prince For, whereas thofè wffo
were ill affe&ed to hirn refufed to join in the loan,
pretending thcre was no çertainty of their being
repayed -, the others did not doubt but the Con¬
vention would pay ail, that. was advancecl in fo
great an exigence, and fo they fubfcribed liberally,
as the occafion required.

As for the affairs of Ireîand, there was a great
variety of opinions among them. Some thought,
that Ireland would certainly follow the fate of
England. This was managed by an artifice of
TyrconnelFs, who, what by deceiving, what by
threatning the eminenteft Proteftants in Dublin#
got them to write over to London, and give af-
furances that he would deliver up Ireland, if he
might have good terms for himfeif, and for the
Irifh. The Earl of Clarendon was much dépend-
ed on by the Proteftants of Ireland, who made ail
their applications to the Prince by him. Thofe,
who were employed by Tyrconneil to deceive the
Prince, made their applications by Sir William

Temple,
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i,68g. Temple, who had a long and well eltablilhed cre-r
uyn; dit with him. They faid, Tyrconnell would ne-

ver lay down the government of Ireland, unlefs
he was fure that the Earl of Clarendon was not to

fucceed : He knew his peevifhnefs and fpite, and
that he would take fevere revenges for what inju*
ries he thought had been done to himfelf, if he
had them in his power : And therefore he would
not treat, tili he was affured of that. Upon this
the Prince did avoid the fpeaking to the Earl of
Clarendon of thofe matters. And then he, who
had polîefîed himfelf in his expeflatiqn of that
poft, feeing the Prince thus Ihut him out of the
hopes of it, became a moft violent oppofer of
the new fettlcment. He reconciled himfelf to

King James : And has been ever fince, one of
the hotteil promoters of his interefl of any in the
Nation. Temple entred into a management with
Tyrconnell's agents, who, it is very probable, if
fhings had not taken a great turn in England,
would have come to a compofition. Others
thought, that the leaving Ireland in that danger-
pus ftate, might be a mean to bring the Conven¬
tion to a more fpeedy fettlement in England ; and
that therefore the Prince ought not to make too
much halle to relieve Ireland. This advice was

generally believed to be given by the Marquis of
Halifax: And it was like him. The Prince did
not feem to apprehend enough the confequences of
the revolt of Ireland ; and was much blamed for
his flpwnefs in not preventing it in time.

The The truth was, he did not know whom to trulf.
Prisice ia A général difcontent, next to mutiny, began to
wîth^he ^Prea^ thro' the whole Englifh Army. The
Earl of turn, that they were now making from him, was
Tyrcon- almpft as quick as that which they had made to

him. He could not truft them. Probably, if
he had fent any of them qver, they would have
ipined with Tyrconnell. Nor could he well fend

over
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over any of his Dutch troops. It was to tKem 16-89.
that he chiefiy trufled, for maintaining the quiet
of England. Probably the EngHfh Army would
have become more infolent, if the Dutch force
had been conhderably diminifhed. And theKing's
magazines were fo exhaufled, that till new flores
were provided, there was very little ammunition
to fpare. The raifing new troops was a work of
time. There was no fhip of war in thofe feas*
to fecure the tranfport. And to fend a fmâll
company of OfEcers with fome ammunition^ which
was ail that could be done on the fudden, feemed
to be an expofing them to the enemy. Thefe con-
fiderations made him more eafy to entertain a pro¬
portion that was made to him, as was beljeved,
by the Temples-, (for Sir William had both a
brother and a fon that made then a confiderable
figure ;) which was, to fend over Lieutenant Ge¬
neral Hamilton, one of the OfRcers that belonged
to Ireland. He was a Papifl, but was believed
to be a man of honour : And he had certainly
great crédit with the Earl of Tyrconnell. He
had ferved in France with great réputation, and
had a great interefl in ail the Irifh, and was now
in the Prince's hands -, and had been together with
a body of Irifh foldiers, whom the Prince kept
for fome time as prifoners in the Ifle of Wight ;
whom he gave afterwards to the Emperor, tho'„
as they paffed thro' Germany, they deferted in
great numbers, and got into France. Hamilton
was a fort of prifoner of war. So he undertook
to go over to Ireland, and to prevail with the
Earl of Tyrconnell to del.iver up the govemment ;
and promifed, that he would either bring him to
it, or that he would corne back, and give an ac-
count of his negotiation. This flep had a very
ill effedl : For before Hamilton came to Dublin,
the Earl of Tyrconnell was in fuch defpair, look-
ing on ail as loft, that he feemed to be very near

a fuiï
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1689» a full refolurioft of entring on a treaty, to get thé

beft terms that he could. But Hamiltorfs coming
changed him quite. He reprefented to him, that
things were turning fa,ft in England in favouir
of the King : So that* if he ftood firm* ail would
come round again. He faw, that he muft ftudy
to managc this fo dextroufly, as to gain as much'
time as he could, that fo the Prince might not
make too much hafte, before a Fleet and lupplies
might come from France. So feveral letters were
writ over by the famé management, giving affu-
rances that the Earl of Tyrconnell was fully re~
folved to treat and fubmit. And, to carry this
further, two Commiffioners were fent from the
Council-board to France. The one was a zealous
Proteftant, the other was a Papift. Their in-
ftruétions were, to reprefent to the King the ne-
cefiity of Ireland's fubmitting to England. The
Earl of Tyrconnell pretended, that in honour he
could do no lefs than difengage himfelf to his
mafter, before he laid down the government.
Yet he feemed refolved not to ftay. for an an-
fwer, or a confent 5 but as foon as this meffage
was delivered, he would fubmit upon good con¬
ditions : And for thefe, he knew, he would have
ail that he afked. With this management he gained.
Fis point, which was much time. And he now
fancied, that the honour of reftoring the King
would belong chiefly to himfelf. Thus Hamilton,
by breaking his own faith, fecured the Earl of
Tyrconnell to the King : And this gave the be-
ginning to the war of Ireland. Mountjoy, the Pro¬
teftant Lord that was fent to France, inftead of
being heard to deliver his meffage, was clapt up
In the Baftille ; which* fince he was fent in the
name of a Kingdom, was thought a very dif-
honourable thing, and contrary to the law of Na¬
tions. Thofe who had advifed the fending over
Hamilton were now much out of countenançe:

; l
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Ând the Earl of Clarendon was a loud declaimer 1689»
againft it. It was believed, that it had [a terrible 1V""*
elfeâ: on Sir William Temple's fon, who had raifed
in the Prince a higli opinion of Hamilton's honour.
Soon after that, he, wrho had no other vifible caufe
of melancholy befides this, went in a boat on the
Thames, near the Bridge, where the river runs
moft impetuoully, and leaped into the river and
was drowned.

The fitting of the Convention was now very The Co^
near. And ail men were forming their fchemes, vention
and fortifying their party ail thev could. The met°
eleftions were managed fairly ail England over,
The Prince did in no fort interpofe in any recom-
mendation, diredtly or indiredtly. Three parties
were formed about the town. The one was for call-

ing back the King, and treating with him for fuch
fecurities to our religion and iaws, as might put them
out of the danger, for the future of a Difpenfmg
or Arbitrary Power. Thefe were ail of the high
Church party, who had carried the point of Sub*
million and Non refiftance fo far, that they thought
nothing lefs than this, could confift with their duty
and their oaths. When it wras objeéted to them,
that, according to thofe notions that they had been
pofleffed with, they ought to be for càîling the
King back without conditions : When he came,
they might indeed offerhim their pétitions, which
he might grant or rejeâ: as he pleafed : But that
the offering him conditions, before he was recalled,
was contrary to their former doctrine of uncom:
ditional allegiance. They were at fuch a ftand
upon this objeétion, that it wTas plain, they fpake
of conditions, either in compliance with the hu¬
mour of the Nation ; or that, with relation to theîï*'
particular intereft, nature was fo ftrong in them,
that it was too hard for their principle. -

When this notion was toffecî and taiked of about Some are

the town, fo few went into it, that -the party whichr a'
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1689. fupported it went over to the fcheme of a feco'nd

party; which was, that King James had by his il!
adminiftration of the government, brôught hîtti»
felf into an incapacity of holding the exercife of
the iovereign authority any more in his own hand :
Bnt^ as in the cafe of lunaticks, the right ftill re-
mained in hiin : Only the guardianfhip, or the
exercifejofit was. to be îodged with a Prince Re-
gent : So that the right of fovereignty fhould be
owned to remain ftill in the King, and that the
exercife of it Ihould be vefted in the Prince of
Orange as Prince Regent. A third party was for
fetting King James quite afide, and for fetting the
Prince on the Throne.

When thé Convention was opened on the twenty
fourth of January, the Archbilhop came not ta
îake his place among theim He refolved neithef
to adt for nor againft the King's intereft ; whiclft
confidering his high poft, was thought very uhbé-
coming. For if he thought, as by his behaviour
afterwards it feems he did, that the Nation was

running into treafon, rébellion, and perjury, it was
a ftrange thing to fee one, who was at the head of
the Church, fit filent ail the while that this was in
debate ; and not once fo much as déclaré his opinion
by fpeakingj voting* or protefting, not to men¬
tion the other Ecclefiaftical methods that certainly
became his charadten But he was a poor fpiritecft
and fearful man ; and adted a very mean part in ail
this great tranfadlion. The Bifhop's Bench was very
full, as were alfo the Benches of the Temporal
Lords. The Earls of Nottingham* Clârendon, and
Rochefter, were the men that managed the debates
in favour of a Regent, in oppofition to thofe who
"were for fetting up another King.

They thought this would fave the Nation, and
yet fecure the honour of the Church of England»-
and the facrednefs of the Crown. It was urgèd5;
that if, upon any pretence whatfoever, the Nation

might
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might throw off their King, then thé Crown rfiuft 1689.
become precarious» and the power of judging thé
King muft be in thé people. This muft end in a
Commonwealth. A gireat deal was brought from
both the laws and hiftory of England* to prove,
that not only the perfon, but the authority of the
King was facred. The law had indeed providéd a
remedy of a Regency for the infancy of our Kings.
So, if a King fhould fall into fuch errors in his
conduét, as fhewed that he was as little capable of
holding the government as an infant was, then the
Eftates of the Kingdoin might, upon this parity
of the cafe, feek to the remedy providéd for an
infant, and lodge the power with a Régent. But the
right was to remain, and to go on in a lineal fuc-
ceffion : For, if that was once put ever fo little out
of its order, the Crown would in a little time be¬
come eleélive ; which might rend the Nation in
pier.es by a diverfity of eleftion.s, and by the dif¬
férent faCtions that would adhéré to the perfon
whom they had eleéted. They did not deny, but
that great objections lay againft the methocls that
they propofed. But affairs were brought into fo
defperate a ftate by King James's conduft, that
it was not poffible to propofe a remedy, that might
not be juftly excepted to. But they thought, their
expédient would take in the greateft, as well as the
beîf, part of the nation : Whereas ail other ex¬
pédients gratifïed a Republican party, compofed
of the Diifenters, and of men of no religipn, who
hoped now to fee the Church ruined, and 'the go¬
vernment fet upon fuch a bottom, as that we
fhould have only a titular King ; who, as he had
his power from the people, fo fhould be accoun-
table to them for the exercife of it, and fhould
forfeit it at their pleafure. The much greater part
of the Houfe of Lords was for this, and ftuck
long to it : And fo was about a third part of the
Houfe of Gommons. The greateft part of the
Clergy declared themfelves for it.

Vol.IL Og But
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1689. But of thofe who agreed in this expédient, it was

viiible there were two différent parties. Some in-
tended to bring King James back^ and went into
this, as the moft probable way for laying the Na¬
tion afleep, and ror overcoming the prefent averfion
that ail people had to him. That being once
done, they reckened it would be no hard thing,
with the help of fome time, to compafs the other.
Others feemed to mean more fincerely. They faid,
they couki not vote or argue but according to their
own principles, as long as the matter was yet en-
tire : But they owned that they had taken up ano-
ther principle, both from the law and from the
hiftory of Êngland : which was, that they would
obey and pay aliegiance to the King for the time
being : They thought a King thus de fado had a
right to their obedience, and that they were bound
to adhéré to him, and to defend him, even in
oppofition to him with whom they thought the
right did ftill remain. The Earl of Nottingham
was the perfon that owned this dodrine the moft
during thefe debates. He faid to myfelf, that
tho' he could not argue nor vote, but according
to the fcheme and principles he had, concerning
our laws and conftitution, yet he fhould not be
lorry to fee his fide ont voted -, and that, tho5 he
could not agree to the making a King as things
ftood, yet if he found one made, he would be more
faithful to him, than thofe that made him could
be according to their own principles.\

Others The third party was made up of thofe, who
are for thought t'nat there was an original contrad between
ano-ner tpe Kings and the people of England ; by which

ng* the Kings were bound to defend their people, and
to govern them according to law, in lieu of which
the people were bound to obey and lerve the King,
The proof of this appeared in the ancient forms of
Coron ar.ions ftill obierved : By which the people
were afked, if they would have that perfon before
them to be their King : And, upon their fliouts
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oî confent, the Coronation was gone abôut. But, 1689.
béfore the King was crowned, he was alked, if he
would not defend and proteéf his people, and go-
Vern them according to law : And, upon his pro-
mifftig.and fwearing this, he was crowned : And
the'n hômage was done him. And, tho' of iate the
Coronation has been conlidered rather as a folemn
Inftalrhent, than that which gave the King his au-
thority, fo that it was become a maxim in law
thât the King never died, and that the new King
was crowned in the right of his fuccelïion, yet thefe
forms, that were ftill continued, fhewed what the

fdvernment was originally. Many things wererolight to fupport this from the Britilh and Saxon
times. It was urged, that William the Conqueror
Was received upon his promifing to keep the laws
of Edward the Confeffor, which was plainly the
original contraét betw-en him and the Nation.
This was often renewed by his fucceftbrs. Edward
the fecondj and Richard the fécond, were depofed
for. breaking thefe laws : And thefe dépolirions were
ftill good in law, fince they were not reverfed, nor
was the; right of depofing them ever renounced or
difowned. Many things were alledged, from what
had paft during the Barons wars, for confirming
ail this. Upon which I will add one particular cir-
cumftaiice, that the original of King John's Magna
Charta, with his Great Seal to it, was then given to
me by a Gentleman that found it among his Fa-
ther^s papers, but did not know how he came by
it : And it is ftill in my hands. It was faid in this
argument, what did ail the limitations of the
Régal Power fignify, if upon a King's breaking
thro* them ail, the people had not a right to main-
tain their laws, and to preferve their conftitution ?
It was indeed confeffed, that this might have ill
confequences and might be carried too far. But the
denying this right in any cafe whatfoever, did
plairîly deftroy ail liberty, and. eftafcdilh tyranny.

O o 2 The
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1689. The prefent altération propofed would be nopre»

cedent, but to the like café. And it was fit that
a precedent fhould be made for fuch occafions ; if
thofe of Edward the fécond, and Richard the fé¬
cond, were not aeknowledged to be good ones. It
was faid, that, if King James had only broken
fome laws, and done fome illégal aéts, it might be
juftly urged, that it was not reafonable on account
of thefe to carry feverities too far. But he had
broken thro' the laws in many publick and avowed
inftances : Ele had fèt up an open treaty with
Rome : ' He had fhaken the whole fettlement of
Ireland -, and had put that Ifland, and the Englifh
and Proteftants that were there, in the power of
the Irifh : The Difpenfing Power took awa.y not
only thofe laws to which it was applied, but ail
other laws whatfoever by the precedent it had fet,
and by the confequences that followed upon it : By
the Ecclefiaftical Commiffion he had invaded the
îiberty of the Church, and fubjeéted the Clergy
to meer wiîl and pleafure : And ail was concluded
by his deferting his people, and flying to a foreign
power, rather than ftay and fubmit to the déter¬
minations of a free Parjiament. Upon ail which it
was inferred, that he had abdicated the government,
and had îeft the Throne vacant : Which therefore
cught now to be filled, that fo the Nation might
be preferved, and the Régal government continued
in it.

And .As to the propofition for a Prince Regent, it
agamft aT was argUed5 that this was as much againft Mo-
i egencv. narcky5 or ratfier m0re, than whatthey moved for.

If a King's ill government did give the people a
right in any cafe to take his power from him, and
to lodge it with another, owning that the right to
it flill remained with him, this might have every
whit as bad confequences, as the other feemed to
have : For recourfe might be had to this violent
rsnmiy too often, and too ralhly. By this pro-

politiora
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pofition of a Regent, here were to be upon the 1689.
matter two Kings at the famé time : One with the l/W
title, and another with the power of a King. This
was both more illégal, and more unfafe, than the
method they propofed. The law of England had
fettled the point of the fubjeéh fecurity in obey-
ing the King in poffeftion, in the ftatute made by
Henry the feventh. So every man knew he was
fafe under a King, and fo would a6l with zeal and
courage.i But ail fuch as fhould a<5t under a Prince
Regent, created by this Convention, were upon a
bottom that had not the neceffary forms of law for
it. Ail that was done by them would be thought
null and void in law : So that no man could be
fafe that a&ed under it. If the oaths to King
James were thought to be ftill binding, the fub-
je<fts were by thefe not only bound to maintain his
title to the Crown, but ail his prérogatives and
powers. And therefore it feemecl abfurd to con¬
tinue a government in his name, and tp take oaths
ftill to him, when yet ail the power was taken out
of his hands. This would be an odious thing, both
before God and the wrhole world, and would caft a

reproach on us at prefent, and bring certain ruin
for the future on any fuch mixed and unnatural
fort of government. Therefore, if the oaths were
ftill binding, the Nation was ftill bound by them,
not by halves, but in the whole extent. It was
laid, that, if the government fhould be carried on
in King James's- name, but in other hands, the
body of the Nation would confider him as the per-
fon that was truly their King. And if any fhould
plot or a£t for him, they could not be proceeded
againft for high treafon, as confpiring againft the
King's perfon or government ; when it would be
vifible, that they were only defigning to .preferve
his perfon, and to reftore him to his government.
To proceed againft any, or to take their lives for
fuch pra&ices, would be to add murder to per-

O O 3 jury.
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1689. jury. And it was not to be fuppofed, that Jiiries

would find fuch men guilty of treafon. -In the
weaknefs of infancy, a Prince Regent was in law
the famé perfpn with the Ring, who had not yet a
wiii: And it was to be prefumed, the Prince Re-
gent's will was the Rmg's will. But chat could
not be applied to the prefent cafe ; where the Ring
and the Regent muft be prefumed to be in a.per¬
pétuai âruggle, the one to recover his power, the
other to preferve his authority. Thefe. Tliings
feemed to be fo plainly made out in the debate,
that it was général ly thought that no man could
■refift fuch force of argument, but thofe who in-
tended to hring bâcle Ring James. And it was
believed, that thofe of hisparty, who were looked
pn as men of confcience, had fecret orders from
him to a£t upon this pretence ; fince otherwife they
offered to a<5t çlearly in contradiction to their own
paths and principles.

But thofe who were for continuing the govern-
ment, and only for changing the perfons, were not
at ail of a mind- Some among them had very dif-r
ferent views and ends from the reft. Thefe intend-
ed to take advantage from the prefent conjundturej
to deprefs the Crown, to render it as much pre-
carious and eleétive as they could, and to raife the
power of the people upon the ruin of Monarchy.
Among thofe l'orne went fo far as to fay, that the
whqle government was dilfolved. But this appear-
ed a bpid and dangerous alfertion : For that might
have been carried fo far, as to infer from it, that
ail men's properties, honours, rights, and franchifes,
were dilfolved. Therefore^ it was thought fafer to
fày, that Ring James had dilfolved the tie that was
between him and the Nation. Others avoided

going into new fpeçulations, or fchemes of go¬
vernment. They thought it was enough to fay, that
in extréam cafés ail obligations did ceafe j and that
in our prefent. circumftances the extremity of affairs,

by
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by reafon of the late ili government, and by King
James's Hying over to the enemy of the nation,
jrather than fubmit to reafonable. terms, h ad put
the people of England on the neceflity of fecuring
themfeives upon a légal bottom. It was faid, that
tho' the vow of marriage was made for term of life,
and without conditions expreffed, yet a breach in
the tie itfelf fets the innocent party at liberty. So
a King, who had his power both given him and
defined by the law, and was bound to govern by
Jaw, when he fet himfelf to break ail laws, and in
conclufion deferted his people, did, by fo doing,
fet them at liberty to put themfeives in a légal and
fafe ftate. There was no need of fearing ill con-
fequences frqm this. Houfes were pulled down or
blown yp in a fire : And yet men found themfeives
fafe in their houfes. In extream dangers the corn-
mon fenfe of mankind would juftify extream re¬
médies ; tho' there was no fpecial provilion that
direded to them, or allowed of them. Therefore,
they faid, a Nation's fecuring itfelf againft a King,
who was fubverting the government, did not ex-
pofe Monarchy, nor raife a popular authority, as
Tome did tragically reprefent the matter.

There were alfo great difputes about the original
contrad : Some denying there was any fuch thing,
and afking where it was kept, and how it could be
corne at. To this others anfwered, that it was im-
plied in a légal government : Tho' in a long trad
of time, and in dark âges, there was not fuch an
expiicit proof of it to be found. Yet many hints
from law-books and hiftories were brought to fhew,
that the Nation had aiways fubmitted, and obeyed
in confideration of their laws, which were ftîll ftipu-
lated to them.

There were alfo many debates on the word
*c abdicate For the Commons came foon to a

refolution, that King James, by breaking the orF
ginal contrad, and by withdrawing himfelf, had

Q o 4 abdicated
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1689. abdicated the government ; and that the Throne

was thereby become vacant. They fent this vote to
the Lords, and prayed their concurrence. Upon
which many debates and conférences arofe. At laft
lt came to a free conférence, in which, according
to the fenfe~ of the whole Nation, the Commons
had clearly the advantage on their fide. The Lords
had fome more colour for oppofing the word

abdicate," fince that was often taken in a fenfe
that imported the full purpofe and confent of him
that abdicated ; which could not be pretended in
this cafe. But there were good authorities brought,
by which it appeared,. that when a perfon did a
thing upon which his leaving any office ought to
follow, he was faid to abdicate. But this was a
critical difpute : And it fcarce became the great-
nefs of that affembly, or the importance of the
matter.

It was a more important debate, whether, fup-
pofing King James had abdicated, the Throne
could be decJared vacant. It was urged, that, by
the law, the King did never die -, but that with the
laft breath of the dying King the Régal authority
went to the pext heir. So it was faid, that fuppofing
King James had abdicated, the Throne was (ipfo
fadto) filled in that inftant by the next heir. This
feemed to be prqved by the heirs of the King be-
ing fworn to in the path of allegiance ; which oâth
was not only made perfonally to the King, but
Jikewjfe to his heirs and fucceffors. Thofe who in-
fifted pn the abdication, faid, that, if the King dif-
ioived the tie between him and his fubje&s to him-
felf, he diffolved their tie likewife to his pofterity.
An heir was one that came ;n the room of a per-;
fon that was dead ; it being a maxim that no man
can be the heir of a living man. If therefore the
King had fallen froni his own right, as no heir of
bis <:ould prétend to any inheritance from him, as
long as he was alive, fo they coyld fucceed to no-
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thing, but to that which was vefted in him at the 1689.
time of his death. And, as in the cafe of attainder
every right that a man was divefted of before his
death was, as it were, annihiiated in him ; and by
confequence could not pafs to his heirs by his death,
not being then in himfelf : So, if a King did fet
his people free from any tie to himfelf they muft
be fuppofed to be put in a date, in which they
might fecure themfelves; and therefore could not
be bound to receive one, who they had reafon to
believe would ftudy to difîblve and revenge ail they
had done. If the principle of felf prefervation did
juftify a Nation in fecuring itfelf from a violent
invafion, and a total fubverlion, then it muft have
its fiijl fcope, to give a real, and not a leeming
and fraudulent, fecurity. They did acknowledge,
that upon the grounds of natural equity, and for
fecuring the Nation in after times, it was fit to go
as near the lineal fucceiïion as might be : Yet they
could not yield that point, that they were ftri&ly
bound to it,

It was propofed, that the birth of the pretended Some
Prince might be examined into. Some prefîed mov'd tq
this, jnot fo much from an opinion that they were
bound to aftèrt his right, if it fhould appear that 0f tjie
he was bom of the Queen, as becaufe they thought Prince of
it would juftify the Nation, and more particufàTly Wales.
the Prince and the two Princeffes, if an impofture
in that matter could have been proved. And it
would have gone far to fatisfy many of the weaker
fort, as to ail the proceeding againft King James.
Upon which I was ordered to gather together ail
the prefumptive proofs that were formerly men-
tioned, which were ail ready to have been made
out. It is true, thefe did not amount to a full and
légal proof : Yet they feemed tp be fuch violent
prefumptions, that, when they were aîi laid to¬
gether, they were more convincing than plain aqd
cjqy/nright evidence ? Fpr that was liable to the



570 The History of-the Reign
1689. fufpicion of iubornation : Whereas the other feem-
vyO ed to carry on them very convincing charaéters of

truth and certainty. But, whên this matter was in
private debated j fome obferved, that, as King
James by going about to pirove the truth of the
birth, and yet doing it fo defeétively, had really
made it more fufpicious than it was before ; fo, if
there was no clear and pofitive proof made of an
impoilure, the pretending to examine into it, and
then the not being abie to make it out, beyond the
poffibility of contradiction, would reaily give more
crédit to the thing, than it then had, and, inftead
of weakening it, would ftrengthen the pretenfion
of his birth.

But ït When this debate was propofed in the Houfe of
was re-1 Lords, it was rejeCted wîth indignation. He was
jeded. now fent out 0f Engiand to be bred up in France,

an enemy both to the Nation, and to the eftabldh-
ed religion : It was impoffible for the people of
England to know, whether he was the famé per-r
fon that had been carried over, or not : If he
fhould die, another might be put in his room, in
fuch a manner that the nation could not be affured

concerning him : The Englilh nation ought not to
fend into another country, for witneiïès to prove
that he was their Prince ; much lefs receive one

upon the teftimony of fuch, as were not only aliens,
but ought to be prefumed enemies : It was alfo
known, that ail the perfons, who had been the
confidents in that matter, were conveyed away ;
So it was impoffible to corne at them, by whofe
means only the truth of that birth could be founc|
put. But while thefe things were fairly debated by
fome, there were others who had çleeper and darker
defigns in this matter.

They thought, it would be a good fecurity for
the Nation, to have a dormant title to the Crowrr
lie as it were negledted, to oblige onr Princes to go-
vern well, while they wpuld apprehend the danger
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of a revolt, to a pretender ftill in their eye. Wild- 1689.
man thought, it was a deep piece of policy to let
this lie in the dark, and undecided. Nor did they
think it an ill precedent, that they fhould fo negledt
the right of fucceffion, as not fo much as to en- t

quire into this matter. Upon ail thefe confidera-
tions no further enquiry was made into it. It is
true, this put a plaufible objedtion in the mouth of
ail King James's party : Here, they faid, an in¬
fant was condemned, and denied his right, without
either proof or enquiry. This ftill takes with ma-
ny in the prefent âge. And, that it may not take
more in the next, I have ufed more than ordi-
nary care to gather together ail the particuîars, that
were then laid before me as to that matter.

The next thing in debate was, who ftiould fill gome
the Throne. The Marquis of Halifax intended, were for
by his zeal for the Prince's intereft, to atone for ma!ang
his backwardnefs in not coming early into it: And, ^•en^rince
that he might get before Lord Danby, who was in
great crédit with the Prince, he moved, that the
Crown fhould be given to the Prince, a.nd to the
two Princeffes after him. Many of the Republi-
can party approved of this : For by it they gained
another point : The people in this cafe would plain-
Jy eledt a King, without any critical regard to the or-
der of fuccefîion. How far the Prince himfelf en-

tertained this, I cannot tell. But I faw it made a

great impreflion on Benthink. He fpoke of it to
me, as afking my opinion about it, but fo, that I
plainly faw what was his own : For he gave me ali
the arguments that were offered for it ; as that it
was moft natural that the fovereign power fhould
be only in one perfon ; that a man's wife ought
only to be his wife ; that it was a fuitable return to
the Prince for whàt he had done for the Nation ;

that a divided fovereignty was liable to great incon-
feniencies 5 and3 tho' there was lefë to be apprehend-

ed

l
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26?g; ed from the Princefs of any thing of that kind thàrr

from any woman alive, yet ail mortals were frail,
and might at fome time or other of their lives be
wronght on.

To ail this I anfwered, with fome vehemence»
that this was a very ill return for the fteps the Prin¬
cefs had made to the Prince three years ago : It
would be thought both unjuft and ungrateful : It
wOuld meet with great oppofition, and give a géné¬
ral ill imprcffion of the Prince, as infatiable and
jealous in his ambition : There was an ill humour
already fpreading it felf thro' the Nation, and thro*
the Clergy : It was not necefiary to encreafe this ;
which fuch a ftep, as was now propofed, would do
out of meafure : It would engage the one fex ge-
nerally againft the Prince : And in time they might
feel theeffedls of that very fenfibly : And, for my
own part, I fhould think myfelf bound to oppolê
it ail I could, confidering what had pafied in Hol-
land on that head. We talked over the whole

thing for many hours, till it was pretty far in the
morning. I faw he was well inftrufted in the argu¬
ment : And he himfelf was pofîefled with it. So
next morning I came to him, and dehred my Congé.
I would oppole nothing in which the Prince feemed
to be concerned, as long as I was his fèrvant. And
therefore I defired to be difengaged, that I might
be free to oppofe this propofition, with ail the
ftrength and crédit I had. He anlwered me, that
I might defire that, when î faw a ftep made : But
till then he wifhed me to ftay where î was. I heard
no more of this ^ in which the Marquis of Hali¬
fax was fingîe among the Peers : For I did not
find there v/as any one of them of his mind ; un-
.îefs it was the Lord Cuîpepper, who was a vicions
and corrupt man, but made a figure in the debates
that were now in the Houfe of Lords, and died
about the end of them. Some moved, that the
Princefs of Orange might be put in the Throne 1
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and that it might be left to lier, to give the Prince
fuch a fhare either of dignity or power as fhe fhould
propofe, when fhe was declared Queen. Tke agents
of Princefs Anne began to go about, and to oppofe
any propofition for the Prince to her préjudice.
But fhe thought fit to difown thern. Dr. Dough-
ty, one of her Chaplains, fpoke to me in her room
on the fubject. But fhe faid to myfelf, that fhe
knew nothing of it.

The propofition, in which ail that were for the
filling the Throne agreed at lait, was, that both the
Prince and Princefs fhould be made conjund; Sove-
reigns. But, for the preventing of any diftradions,
that the adminiftration fhould be fingly in the Prince.
The Princefs continued ail the while in Holland,
being fhut in there, during the Eaft winds, by the
freezing of the rivers, and by contrary winds after
the thaw came. So that fhe came not to England
till ail the debates were over. The Prince's enemies

gave it out, that fhe was kept there by order, on
defign that fhe might not corne over to England
to claim her right. So parties began to be formed,
fome for the Prince, and others for the Princefs.
Upon this the Earl of Danby ferit one over to the
Princefs, and gave her an accoiint of the prefent
ftate of that debate : And d.efired to know her own

fenfe of the matter ; for, if fhe defired it, he did
not doubt but he fhould be able to carry it, for
fetting her alone on the Throne. She made him a
very fharp anfwer: She faid, fhe was the Prince's
wife, and would never be other, than what flie
fhould be in conjûnétion with him, and under him ;
and that fhe would takeit extreme unkihdîy, if any,
under a pretence of their c.are of her, would fet up
a divided intereft between her and the Prince. And,
not content with this, fhe fent both Lord Danhy's
letter, and her anfwer, to the Prince: Her fending
it thus to him was the moft effectuai difcourage-
ment pofTible, to any attempt for the future to create

3 a
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1689. a mifunderftanding or jeàloufy between them. Thé

Prince bore this with his ufual phlegm : For lie did
not expoftulate with the Earl of Dânby uponit,
but continued ftill to employ and to truft himl
And afterwards he advanced him, firft to be a

Marquis, and th'en to be a Duke.
The During ail thefe debates, and the great heat with
Prince de- which they were managed, the Prince's own beha-
dared his viour was very myfierions. Fle ftaid atSt. Tames's:
minci after

}oRg £_ He went little abroad : Accels to hirn was not very
îence. eafy. He heard ail that was faid to him : But fel-

dom made any anfwers. He did not affeCt to be af¬
fable, or popular: Nor would he take any pains to
gain any one perfon over to his party. He faid*
he came over, being invited, to fave the Nation :
He had now brought together a free and true repre-
fentative of the Kingdom : He left it therefore to
them to do what they thought beft for the good of
the Kingdom : And, when things were once fettled*
he fhould be well fatisfied to go back to Holland
again. Thofe who did not know him well, and
who imagined that a Crown had charms, which
human nature was not ftrong enough to refift, look-
ed on ail this as an affectation, and as a difguifed
threatning, which imported, that he would leave
the Nation to perilh, unlefs his method of fettîing
it was fcllowed. After a relervednefs, that had con¬
tinued fo cîofe for lèverai weeks, that no body
could certainly tell what he defired, he called for the
Marquis of Hâllifax, and the Earls of Shrewfbury
and Danby, and fome others, to explain himfelf
more diftinélly to them.

Fie told theffîj he had been till then filent, be-
caufe he would not fay or do any thing, that might
feem in any fort to take from any perfon the full
freedom of deliberating and voting in matters of
fuch importance : He was refolved neither to
court nor threaten any one : And therefore he had
declined to give out his own thougbts : Some were
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foï putting the government ia the hands of a Re- 1689.
gent : He would fay nothing againft it, if it was
thought the beft mean for fettling their affairs:
Only he thought it neceffary to tell them, that he
would not be the Regent : Sa, if they continued
in that defign, they muft look out for fome other
perfon to be put in that poft : He himfelf faw what
the confequences of it were like to prove : So he
would not accept of it : Others were for putting
the Princefs fingly on the Throne, and that he
fhould reign by her courtefy : He faid, no man
could efteem a woman more than he did the Prin¬
cefs : But he was fo made, that he could not
think of holding any thing by apron-ftrings : Nor
could he think it reafonable to have any fhare in
the government, unlefs it was put in his perfon,
and that for term of life : If they did think it fit
to fettle it otherwife, he would not oppofe them
in it : But he would go back to Holland, and
meddle no more in their affairs : Pie afltired them,
that whatfoever others might think of a Crown,
it was no fuch thing in his eyes, but that he could
live Very well, and be well pleafed without it. In
the end he faid> that he could not refolve to ac¬

cept of a dignity, fo as to hold it only for the life
of another : Yet he thought, that the iffue of Prin¬
cefs Anne fhould be preferred, in the fucceffion,
to any iffue that he might hâve by any other wife
than the Princefs. Ail this he delivered to them
in fo cold and unconcerned a manner, that thofe,
who judged of others by the difpofitions that they
felt in themfelves, looked on it ail as artifice and
contrivance.

This was prefently told about, as it was not it was re-
intended to be kept fecret» And it helped not a folved to
little to bring the debates at Weftminfter to a
fpeedy détermination. Soœe were flill in doubt ancj pf;n_
with relation to the Princefs. In fome it was con- cefs both
fcience : For they thought the équitable right the
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168g. was in her. Others might be môved by intereft,
l/YV fince if fhe Ihould think herfelf wronged, and ilî

ufed in this matter, fhe, who was like to outlive
the Prince, being fo much younger and healthier
than he was, might have it in her power to take
her revenges, on ail that Ihould concur in fuch a
defign. Upon this, I, who knew her fenfe. of
the matter very perfeâily by what had palïèd in
Holland, as was formerly told, was in a great dif-
ficulty. I had promifed her never to fpeak of that
matter, but by her order. But I prefumed, in
fuch a cale I was to take orders from the Prince.
So I afked him, what he would order me to do.
He faid, he would give me no orders in that mat¬
ter, but left me to do as I pleafed. I looked on
this, as the allowing me to let the Princefs's refo-
lution in that be known ; by which many, who
ftood formerly in fufpence, were fully fatisfied.
Thofe to whom 1 gave the account of that matter
were indeed amazed at it ; and concluded, that the
Princefs was either a very good, or a very weak
woman. An indifferency for power and rule
feemed fo extraordinary a thing, that it was
thought a certain charaéter of an excefs of good-
nefs or fimplicity. At her coming to England,
fine not only juftified me, but approved of my
publifhing that matter -, and fpoke particularly of
it to her filler Princefs Anne. There were other
différences in the form of the fettlement. The

Republican party were at firlt for depoling King
James by a formai fentence, and for giving the
Crown to the Prince and Princefs by as formai an
eieétion. But that was over-ruled in the begin-
ning. I have not purfued the relation of the de-
bates, açcording to the order in which they palîèd,
which will be found in the journal of both Houfes
during the Convention. But, having had a great
fhare myfelf in the private managing of thofe de-
bates, partieularly with many of the Clergy, and

with
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with the men of the moft fcrupulous and tender 1689,
confciences, I have given a very full account of
ail the reafonings on both fides, as that by which
the reader may form and guide his own judgment
of the whole affair. 'Many protefts paft in the
Houfe of Lords, in the progrefs of the debate.
The party for a Regency was for fome time moft
prevailing : And then the protefts were made by
the Lords that were for the new fettiement. The
Houfe was very full : About a hundred and twen-
ty were prefent. And things were fo near an
equality, that it was at laft carried by a very fmall
majority, of two or three, to agree with the
Gommons in voting the Abdication, and the Va-
cancy of the Throne : Againft which a great pro-
teft was made; as alfo againft the final vote, by
which the Prince and Princefs of Orange were de-
fired to aecept of the Crown, and declared to be
King and Queen ; which went very hardly. The
poor Bifhop of Durham who had abfconded for
fome time, and was waiting for a fhip to get beyond
fea, fearing publick affronts, and had offered to
compound by refigning his Bifhoprick, was now
prevailed on to corne, and by voting the new fettie¬
ment, to merit at leaft a pardon for ail that he had
done : Which, ail things confidered, was thought ~
very indecent in him, yet not unbecoming the
reft of his life and charaéter:

But, before matters weré brought to a full corn They
clufion, an çnumeration was made of the chief heads <taw an
of King James's ill government. And in oppofiti-inilar
on to thefe, the rights and liberties of the people ab0lU -t
of England were ftated. Some orlîcious people
ftudied to hinder this at that time. They thought
they had already loft three weeks in their de-
bates : And the doing this, with the exaftnefs
that was neceffary, would take up more time : Or it
wrould be done too much in a hurry, for matters of
fo nice a nature. And therefore it was moved, that

Yol, II, ? p this
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1689. this fhould be done more at leifure after the fettl.e-
wv-w ment. But that was not hearkned to. It was

thérefore thpught necefîary to frame this Infini¬
ment fo, that it fhould be like a new Magna
Charta. In the flating thefe grievances and-rights,
the Difpenfing Power rame to be difcuffed. And
then the power of the Crown to grant a Non-ob-
ftante to fome flatutes was objecled. Upon open-
ing this, the debate was found to be fo intricate,
that it was let falJ at that time only for difpatch.
But afterwards an adl pafl condemning it fingly.
And the power of granting a Non-obflante was
for the future taken away. Yet King James's
party took great advantage from this ; and faid,
that tho' the main clamour of the Nation was

againft the Difpenfing Power, yet when the Con¬
vention brought things to a fettlement that did
not appear to be fo clear a point as had been pre-
tended : And it was not fo much as mentioned
in this Infiniment of government: So that, by
the confelfion of his enemies, it appeared to be no
uhlawful power : Nor was it declared contrary to
the liberties of the people of England. Whereas,
its not being mentioned then, was only upon the
oppqfition that was made, that fo more time
might not be lofl, nor this Inftrument be clogged
with difputable points.

The The lafl debate was, concerning the oaths that
Oaths

^ fhould be taken to the King and Queen. Many
wred arguments were taken during the debate, from the

oaths in the form in which the allegiance was
fworn to the Crown, to fhew that in a new fettle¬
ment thele could not be taken. And to this it was

always anfwered, that care fhould be taken, when
other things were fettled, to adjuft thefe oaths, fo
that they fnould agree to the new fettlement. In
the oaths, as they wrere formerly conceived, a pre¬
nions title feemed to be afferted, when the King

was
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was fworn to, " as rightful and lawful King.'3 It 1689,
was therefore faid, that thefe words could not be «w-y-o

faid of a King who had not a précédent right, but
was fet up by the Nation. So it was moved, that
the oaths fliould be reduced to the ancient fimpli-
city, of fwearing to bear faith and true allegiance
to the King and Queen. This was agreed to. *'
And upon this began the notion of a King de facto,
but not de jure, it was faid, that according to
the common law, as well as the ftatute in King
Henry the feventh's reign, the fubjeébs might fe-
curely obey any King that was in polîèffion, whe-
ther his title was good, or not. This feemed to
be a doChine neceffary for the peace and quiet of
mankind, that fo the fubjects mav be fafe in every '
Government, that bringeth them under a fuperior
force, and that wiil crufh them, if they do not
give a fecurity for the prote&ion that they enjoy
under it. The Lawyers had been always of that
opinion, that the people were not bound to exa¬
mine the titles of their Princes, but were to fub-
mit to him that was in poÏÏefîjon. It was there¬
fore judged juft and reafonable, in the beginning
of a new government, to rriake the oaths as géné¬
ral and comprehenfive as might be : For it was
thought, that thole who once took the oaths to the
government, would be after that faith fui and true
to it.

. This tendernefs, which was fhewed at this
time, to a fort of people that had fhewed very
iittle tendernefs to menvof weak or ill informed
confciences, was afterwards much abuled by a new
explanation, or rather a grofs equivocation, as to
the fignifîcation of the words in which the oath
was conceived. The true meaning of the words,
and the exprefs fenfe of the impofers was, that,
wiaether men were fatisfied or not with the putting
the King and Queen on the Throne, yen, now
they were on it, they would be true to them, and

P p 2 defend
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1689. defend them. But the fenfe that many put on

them was, that they Were only to obey them as
The ill ufurpers, during their ufurpation, and that there-
wa? uT' ^0re' as as t^iey continued in quiet pofîèffion,
on the they were bound to bear them, and to fubmit to
rew oath, them : But that it was ftilllawful for them to aiïift

King James, if he fhould corne to recover his
Crown, and that they might a£t and talk ail they
could, or durft, in his favour, as being ftill their
King de jure. This was contrary to the plain
meaning of the words ; " faith, and true allegi-
ance and was contrary to the exprefs déclaration
in the a<ft that enjoined them. Yet it became too
vifible, that many in the Nation, and particularly
among the Clergy, took the oath in this fenfe, to
the great reproach of their profeflion. The pré¬
varication of too many in fo facred a matter con-
tributed not a little to fortify the growing Atheifm
of the prefent âge. The truth was, the greateft
part of the Clergy had entangled themfelves fo far,
with thofe {frange conceits of the divine right of
Monarchy, and the unlawfulnefs of refiftance in
any cafe : And they had fo engaged themfelves,
by afferting thefe things fo often and fo publickly,
that they did not know how to difengage them¬
felves in honour or confcience.

A notion was ftarted, which by its agreement
with their other principles had a great effedl among
them, and brought off the greatefl number of
thofe who came in honeftly to the new government.
This was chiefly managed by Dr. Lloyd, Bilhop
of St. Afaph, now tranflated to Worcefter. It
was laid thus : The Prince had a juft caufe of
making waf on the King. In that moft of them
agreed. In a juft war, in which an appeal is made
to God, fuccefs is confidered as the decifton of
heaven. So the Prince's fuccefs againft King
James gave him the right of conqueft over him.

And

i
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And by it ali his rights were transferred to the 168p.
Prince. His fuccefs was indeed no conqueft of y-—
the Nation j which had neither wronged him, nor
refifted him. So that* with relation to the peopîe
of England, the Prince was no conqueror, but a
preferver, and a deliverer, well received, and
gratefully acknowledged. Yet with relation to
King James, and ail the right that was before
vefted in him, he was, as they thought, a con¬
queror. By this notion they explained thofe paf-
fages of Scripture, that fpeak of God's difpofing
of Kingdoms, and of puliing down one and fetting
up another ; and alfo our Saviour's arguing from
the infcription on the coin, that they ought to
render to Caefar the things that were Caefar's ; and
St. Paul's charging the Romans to obey the powers
that then were, who were the Emperors that werç
originally the invaders of publick liberty which
they had fubdued, and had forced the people and
Senate of Rome by fubfequent ads to confirm an
authority that was fo ili begun. This might have
been made ufe of more juftly, if the Prince had
afîumed the Kingfhip to himfelf, upon King
James's withdrawing ; but did not feem to belong
to the prefent cafe. Yet this had the mofl univer-
lal effed on the far greater part of the Clergy.

Ancf now I have ftated ail the moft materiâl
parts of thefe debates, with the fulnefs that I
thought became one of the moft important tranf-
adions that is in our whole Hiftory, andbymuch
the moft important of our time.

Ail things were now made ready for filling the The
Throne. And the very night before it was to be Pnncefs
done the Princefs arriv'd fafely. It had been given caraf tc'
out, that Ihe was not well pleafed with the late
tranfadion, both with relation to her father and to
the prefent fettlemént. Upon which the Prince
wrote to her, that it was neceftary fhe fhçuld ap-

3 Pear
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î 689. pear at firft Fo .chearful, that no body might be

difcouraged by her looks, or be led to apprehërid
that fhe was iineafy, by reafon of what had been
done. This made her put on a great air of gaiety
when fhe came to Whitehall, and, as may be ima-
gined, had great crouds of ail forts coming to wait
on her. I confefs, I was one of thofe that cen-
fured this in my thoughts. I thought a little more
ferioufnefs had done as well, when fhe came into
herfather's Palace, and was tô befet on his Throne
next day. I had never feen the leaft indecency in
any part of her deportment before : Which made
this appear to me fo extraordinàry, that fome days
after I took the liberty to afk lier, how it came
that what fhe faw in fo fad a révolution, as to her
father's perfon, made not a greater imprefïion on
her. She took this freedom with her ufual good-
nefs. And flie affured me, fhe felt the fenfe of it
very lively upon her thoughts. But fhe told me,
that the letters which had been writ to her had

obliged her to put on a chearfulnefs, in which fhe
might perhaps go too far, becaufe fhe was obeying
diredtions, and acting a part which was not very
natural to her. This was on the i2th of February,
being Shrove-Tuefday. The thirteenth v?as the
day fet for the two Houfcs to corne with the offer
of the Crown. So here ends the Interregnum.

And thus I have given the fulieft and moft par-
ticular account that I could gather of ail that
pafs'd during this weak, unaélive, violent, and fu~
perftitious reign ; in which ail regard to the affairs
of Europe feem'd to be laid afide, and nothing
was thought on but the fpiteful humours of a re-
vengeful Italian Lady, and the ill laid, and worfe
managed, projetts of fome hot meddling Priefls,
whofe learning and politicks were of a piece, the
one expofing therïi to contempt, and the other to
ruin; involving in it a Prince, who, if it had not

been
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been for his being delivered up to fuch counfels, 1689.
might have made a better figure in hiftory. But
they managed both themfelves and him fo ill, that
a reign, whofe rife was bright and profperous, was
loon fet in darknefs and difgrace. But I break off
here, left 1 fhould feem to aggravate misfortunes,
and load the unfortunate too much.

The End of the Second Volume.



 



 



 


