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Hoc eff quod palles 2 Cur quis non pravdeat, foc e 2
- Perf, Sat, iii. 85.

Is it for this you gain thofe meagre locks,
And facrifice your dinner to your books ?

C}EVERAL kinds of falfe wit that vanifhed in the
L} refined ages of the world, difcovered themfelves
agdin in the times of monkifh ignorance.

As the monks were the mafters of all that little
learning, which was then extant, and had their whole
lives entirely difengaged from bufinefs, itis no wonder
that feveral of them, who wanted genius for higher
performances, employed many hours in the ‘compofition
of fuch tricks in writing as required much tjime and lit-
tle capacity. I have feen halt the /Fneid turned into
Latin rhymes by one of the Beaux Efprits of thatdark
age; who fays in his preface to it, that the Zneid
wanted nothing but the fiveets of rhyme to make it the
moft perfeét work in its kind. T have likewife feen
an hymn in hexameters tp the Virgin Mary, which fil-
led a whole book, though it confifted but of the eight
following words :

~¥or, I A * No. 6o, Tot



3 SPECTATOR.
Tot, tibi, funt, Virgo, dotes, quot, fidera, teelo,

Thou haft as many virtues, O Virgin, as there arg 4
ﬁar:. in hegven.

-
|
%
—

THE poet rung the changes upon thefe eight feveral
words, and by that means made his verfes almott as
numerous as the virtues and the flars which they ce-
lebrated. It isno wonder that men who had fo much
time upon their hands did not only refiore all the an-
nquateJ pieces of falfe wit, but enriched the world
with inventions of their own. It was to this age that
we owe the production of anagrams, which is nothing
elfe but a tranfinutation of one word into another, o
the turning of the fame fet of letters into different
words : which may change night into day, or black
into white, if Chance, who is the goddefs that prefides
over thefe forts of compofition, fhall fo direét. I re-
member a witty author, in allufion to this kind of
writing, calls his rival, who (it feems) was diftorted,
and had his limbs fer in places that did not proper]y
belong to them, The anagram of 2 man. '

When the anae'rammault takes a name to work up-
on, he confiders it at firlt as a mine not broken upy
which will not fhew the treafure it tonmms, till he

" fhall have fpent many hours in fearch of jt; for it is his

bufinefs to find out one word that conceals itfelf in an-
other, and to examine the letters in all the variety of
ftations in which they can poflibly be ranged. I have
heard of a gentleman who, when this kind.of wit was
in fathion, endeavoured to gain his miftrefs's heart by
it. She was one of the fineft women of ber age, and
known by the name of the iady Mary Boor. The
lover not being able to make any thing of Mary, by
certain liberties indulged to this kind of writing, con-
verted it into Moll; and after having fhut himielf up
for half a year, thh indefatigable Lndu{’cr}[ produced
an anagram. Upon the prefenting it to his miftref5,
who was a little vexed in'her heart to fee herfelf de-
graded into Moll Boon, fhe told him, to his infinite
furprife, that he had miftaken her firname, for that it
was not Boon, but Bohun.

Effufiug
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¥'he lover was thunder-firick with his misfortune, in-
fomuch that in a little time after he loft his fenfes,
which indeed had been very much impaired by that

continual application he had given to his anagram.
The acroftick was probably invented about the fame
time with the anagram, though it is impoffible to de-
cide whether the inventor of the one or the other were
the greater blockhead. The fimple acroftick is no-
thing but the name or title of a perfon, or . thing, .
made out of the initial letters of feveral verfes, and
by that means written, aftet the manner of the Chinefe,
in a perpendicular line. But befides thefe there are
compound acrofticks, when the principal letters ftand
two or three deep. I have feen fome of them where
the verfes have not only been edged by a mame at
each extremity, but have had the fame name run-
ning down like a feamtbrough the middle of the poem.
There is another near relation of the' amagrams and
acrofticks, which is commonly called a Chronogram.
This kind of wif appears Yery often on many modern
.medals, efpecially thofe of Germany, when they re-
prefent in thé infeription the year in which they were
coined. Thus we fee on a medal of Guitavus Adol-
phus the following words, CerIsTVs DuX ERGO
TrIVMeaVs. If you take the pains to pick the'
figures out of the feveral words, and range them in
their proper order, you will find they amount to
MDCXVVVIIL, or 1627, the year in which the medal
was ftamped; for as fome of the letters diftinguifh
themfelves from the reft, and overtop their fellowsy
they are to be confidered in a dowble capacity, both
as letters and as figures. Your laborious German
wits will turn over a whole di¢tionary for one of thefe
ingenious devices, A man would think they were
fearching after an apt claflical term, but inftead of that,
they are looking out a word that has an L,.an M,or a
Dinit. When therefore we meet wich any of thefe
inferiptions, we are not fo much to look ia them for

the thought as for the year of the Lord.

' ‘ A 2 The




4 SPECTATOR.

The Bouts-Rimez were the favourites of the French
nation for a whole age together, and that at a time
when it abounded in wit and learning. They were &
lift of words that rhyme to one another, drawn up by
another hand, and given to a poet, who was to make
a poem to the rhymes in the {ame order that they were
placed upon the lift : the more uncommon the rhymes
were, the more extraordinary was the genius of the
poet that could accommodate his verfes to them. I
do not know any greater inflance of the decay of yit
and learning among the French (which generally fol-
lows the declenfion of empire) than the endeavouring
to reftore this foolith kind of wit. If the reader will
be at the trouble to fee examples of it, let him loock
into the new Mercure Gallant; where theauthor every
month gives a lift of rhymes to be filled" up by the in-
genious, in crder to be communicated to the public
in the Mercure for the fucceeding month. That for
the month of November laft, which now lies before
me, is as follows.

T e~ T Y B ™ S S LG.’J'J".I'F?’J'
S, L, s i T e S R U T BT T
P ) sy S i R R e = Mufitte.
- = = - e a - - <« -« Lifmte
BT b oSl e s crar b Cefars
« 4 e wim = woa e - = - [FEtendors
o PR N R R
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One would be amazed to fee folearned a man as Men~
age talking ferioufly on this kind of trifle in the fol-
lowing paffage :
¢ Monfieur de la Chambre has told me, that he
never knew what he was going to write when
“ he took his pen into his hand ; but that one fen-
¢ tence always produced another. For my own part,
¢ T never knew whatT fhould write next when I was
*¢ making verf:s, In thefirft place, I got all my rhymes-
 together, and was afterwards perhaps three or ‘rur
“ months in filling them up., I one day fhe ed
y ¢« Monfieur

1




SPECTATOR. 2

« Monfieur Gombaud a compofition of this nature, in
¢ which, among others, I had made ufe of the four
s¢ following rhymes. Admaryllis, Phyllis, Marne, Arne,
% defiring him to give me his opinion of it. He told
“ me immediately, that my verfes were good for no-
¢ thing, And upon my afking his reafon, he faid
‘¢ becaufe the rhymes are too common ; and for that
 reafon eafy to be put into verfe. Marry, fays I,
* if it be fo, I am very well rewarded for all the pains
¢ I have been at. But by Monfieur Gombaud’s leave,
¢ notwithftanding the feverity of the criticifim, the
¢ verfes were good.” #id. Menagiana. Thus far the
learned Menage,whom I have tranflated word for word.

The firft occafion: of thefe Bouts Rimez made them
in fome manner excufable, as they were tafks which
the French ladies ufed to impofe on their lovers. DBut
when a grave author, like him above-mentioned, taflced
himfelf, could there be any thing more ridiculous?
Or would not one be apt to believe that the author
played booty, and did not make his lift of rhymes till
he had finithed his poem ?

I thall enly add, that this piece of falfe wit has been
finely ridiculed by Monfieur Sarafin, ina poem intitled,
La defaite des Bouts Rimez, The Rout of the Bouts
Rimez, )

I muft fubjoin to this laft kind of wit the double
rhymes, which are ufed in doggerel peetry, and gene-
rally applauded by ignorant readers. If the thought
of the coupletin fuch compofitions is good, the rhyme
adds little to it; and if bad, it will not be in the pow-
er of the rhyme to recommend it. I am afraid that
great numbers of thofe who admire the incomparable
Hudibras, do it more on account of thefe doggerel
rhymes, than of the parts that really deferve admira-
tion. I am fure I have heard the

Pulpit, drum ecclefiaftick,

Was beat with fift, inftead of a flick;
and

There was an ancient fage philofopher.

‘Who had read Alexander Rofs over,

more



6 SPEGTATOR:
more frequently quoted, than the fineft pieces of it
in the whole poem. =

Tb‘u;fifay, May 10, 3711%,

- Non equidem fludeo, bullafis ut mibi nugis
Pagina furgefeat, dare pondis idomea fums,

Perf. Sat. v. 19s

" *Tis not indeed my talent to engage
. In lofty trifles, or to fwell my pape F
With wind and noife. Dryney,

HERE is no kind of falfe wit which has been fo
recommended by the practice of all ages, as that
which confifts ina jingle of words, and is comprehend-
ed under the general name of Punning. Tt is indeed
impoffible to kill a weed, which the foil has a naterak
difpofition to produce. The feeds of punning are in
the minds of all men; and thoagh they may be fub-
. dued by reafon, reflection, and gnofl fenfe, they will
be very apt to fhoot up in the greateft genius that is
not broken and cultivated by the rules of arty  Imita-
" tion is natural fo us, and when it does not raife the
mind fo poetry, painting, mufick, or other more noble
arts, it often breaks out in puns and quibbles.
Ariftotle, in the cleventh chapter of his book of
rhetorick, deferibes two or three kinds of puns, which’
he calls paragrams, among the beauties of good writ-
ing, and produces inflances of them out of fome of the
greateft authors in the Greek tongue. Cicero has
{prinkled feveral of his works with puns, and in hig
book, where he lays down the rules of oratory. quotes
abundance of fayings as pieces of wit, which alfo upon’
examination prove arrant puns. But theagein which
the pun chiefly flourithed, was in the reign of King
James the Firft. That learned monarch was himfelf a
tolerable punfter, and made very few bithops or privy-
' * No, b1, counieliors’




SPECTATOR, 7
counfellors that had not fome time or other fignalized -
themfelves by a clinch, or a conundrum. It was there-
fore in this age that the pun appeared with pomp and
dignity. It had before been admitted into merry
fpeeches and ludicrous compofitions, but was now
delivered with great gravity from the pulpit, or pro-
nounced in the moft folemn manner at the council-
table. The greateft authors, in their moft ferions
works, made frequent ufe of puns. The fermons of
Bithop Andrews,and the tragedies of Shakefpeare, are
full of them. The finner was punned into repentance
by the foruer, as in the latter nothing is more nfial
than to fee a hero weeping and quibbling for a dozen
lines tngedler

I muit add to thefe great authorities, which feem to
have given a kind of fanction to this piece of falfe wit,
that all the writers of rhetorick have treated of pun-
ning with very great refpect, and divided the feveral
kinds of it into hard names, that are reckoned among
the fisures of {peech, and recommended s ornaments
in difcourfe. I remember a.country {choolmaiter of
my acquaintance told me once, that he had been in
company with a gentleman whom he looked upontobethe
greateft Paragrammatift among the moderns. Uponen-
quiry., Hound my learned friend had dined that duy with
Mr Swan, the famous puniter ; and defiring him to
give me fome account of Mr Swan’s cony eli ation, he
told me that he generally talked in the Paranomafia,
that he fometimes gave in to the Ploce, but that in his
humble opinion he thined moft in the Antanaclafis.

I muft not here omit, that a fumous univerfity of
this land was formerly very much infefted with puns;
but whether or no this might not arile from the fens
and marthes in which it was fituated, and which are
now drained, I muft leave to the dctermma.tmn of
more fkilful naturalifts.

After this thort hiftory of punning, one vmuld won~
der how it fhould be fo entirely banifhed out of the
learned world asit is at prefent, efpecially fince it had
found a place in the writings of the moit ancient polite
authots. To agcount for this we muft confider, that

the
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the firft race of authors, who were the great heroes in
writing were deflitute of all rules and arts of crificifim;

and for that reafon, though they excél later writers in

greatnefs of genius, they fall fhort of them in accuracy
and correcmets. ' The moderns cannot reach their beau-
ties, but can avoid their imperfections. When the
world was furnifhed with thefe authors of the firfl e-
minence, there grew up another fet of writers, who
gained themfelves a reputation by the remarks which
they made on the works of thofe who preceded them,
It was one of the employments of thefe fecondary au-
thors, to diflinguith the feveral kinds of wit by terms
of art, and to confider them as more or lefs perfect,
according as they were founded in truth. It isne
wonder therefore, that even fuch authors as Ifocrates,
Plarh, and Cicero, fheuld have fuch little blemifhes as
are not to be met with in authors of a much infe-
rior charafter, who have written fince thofe feveral
blemniflies were diftovered. 1 do not find that there
was a proper feparation made between puns and true

wit. by any of the ancient authors, except Quintilian -

and Longinus. But when this diftinélion was once
fettled, it was very natural for all men of {enfe to agree
in it. Asfor the revival of this falfe wit, it happen-
ed about the time of the revival of letters ; butas foon

.4s it was once deteted, it immediately vanifhed and
difappeared. At the fame time there is no quef-

tion, but as it has funk in one age and rofe in another,
it will again recover itfelf in fome diftant period of
time, as pedantry and ignorance fliall prevail upon wit
and fenfe. And to {peak the truth, I do very much
apprehend, by fome of the laft winter’s produdtions,
which had their fets of admirers, that our pofterity will
in a few years degenerate into a race of punilers: at
leadt, a man may be very excufeable for any apprehen-
fions of this kind, that has feen Acrofticks handed a-

bout the town with great fecrecy and applaufe; to-

which I muft alfo add a little epigram called the
Watckes Prayer, that fell into verfe when it was read

. either backward or forward, excepting only that it

‘curfed one ‘way, and blefled the other. When one fees
there
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" there are altually fuch pains-takers among our Britifh
wits, who can tell what it may end in ? If we muft lath
one another, let it be with the_manly ftrokes of wit
and fatire ; for I am of the old philofopher’s opinion,
that if I muft {uffer from one or the other, 1 would
rather it fhiould be from the paw of a lion, than the’
hoof of an afs. I do not {peak this out of any {pirit of
party. There is a moft crying dulnefs on' both fides.
I have feen Tory Acroftics and Whig Anagrams, and
do not quarrel with either of them, becaufe they are
‘Whigs or Tories, but becaufe they are Anagrams and
Acroftics.

But to returnto punning. Having purfued the hif-
tory of a pun from its original to its downfal, T fhall
here define it to be a conceit arifing from the ufe of
two words that agree in the found, but differ in the
fenfe. The only way therefore to try a piece of wit,
is to tranflate it into a different language. 1If it bears
the teft, you may pronounce it true ; but if it vanifhes
in the experiment, you maiy conclude it to have been
a pun. In fhort, one may fay of a pun, as the country
man defcribed his nightingale, that it is vox ef praterea
nibily a found, and nothing but a found. On the con-
trary, one may reprefent true wit by the defcription
which Ariftenetus makes of a fine woman ; when fhe
is drefled fhe is beautiful, when fhe is undreffed fhe is
beautiful ; or as Mercerus has tranflated it more em-
phatically, Induitur, formofaeft : exuitur, ipfa forma eff.

Friday, May, 11, 1711%,

Scribends recie fopere eff et principivn, et fins,
) Hor. Ars Poet. ver. 309,
Sound judgment is the ground of writing well.
Roscommon.

R Locke has an admirable refle&tion upon the
difference of wit and judgment, whereby he
Vo, IL B * No. 62. en.
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endeavours to fhew the reafon why they are not ale
ways the talents of the fame perfon. His words are as
follow : ¢ And hence, perhaps, may be given fome
¢ reafon of that common obfervation, That men who
¢ have a great deal of wit, and prompt memories, have
¢ pot always the cleareft judgment, or deepeft reafon,
“ For wit lying moft in the afiemblage of ideas,
¢ and putting thofe together with quicknefs and va=
‘¢ riety, wherein can be found any ‘refemblance or
¢ congruity, thereby to make up pleafant piftures and
¢ agreeable vifions in the fancy; judgment, on the
“ contrary, lies quite on the other fide, in {eparating
¢ carefully one from another, ideas wherein can be
¢ found the leaft difference, thereby to avoid being
 mis-led by fimilitude, and by aflinity to take one
“ thing for another. This is a way of proceeding
¢ quite contrary to metaphor and allufien: wherein,
¢ for the moft part, lies that entertainment and plea-
“ fantry of wit, which firikes fo lively on the fancy,
“ and is therefore o acceptable to all people.™

This is, I think, the beft and moft philofophical ace
count that I haveever met with of wit, which general.
Iy, though not always, confifts in fuch a refemblance
and congruity of ideas as this author mentions. I{halk
only add to it, by way of explanation, That every refem-
blance of ideas is not that which we call wit, unlefs it
be fuch an one that gives delight and furprife to the
reader. Thefe two properties feem effential to wit, more
particularly the lai{1 of them. In order therefore that
the refemblance in the ideas be wit, it is neceffary that
the ideas fhould not lie too near one another in the
nature of things ; for where the likenefs is obvious, it
gives no furprife. To compare one man's finging to
that of another, or to reprefent the whitenefs of any
obje& by that of mitk and fnow, or the variety of its
colours by thofe of the rainbow, cannot be called wit,
unlefs, befides this obvious refemblance, there be {fome
further congruity difcovered in the two ideas, that is
capable of giving the reader fome furprife. Thus
when a poet tells us the bofom of his miftrefs is as
white as fnow, there is no wit in the comparifon ; but
. when

R
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" when he adds, with a figh, it is as cold tooy it then
grows into wit. Every rgader’s memory may fupply
him with inbumerable inftances of the fame nature.
For this reafon, the fimilitudes in heroic poets, who
endeavour rather to fill the mind with great concep-
tions, than to divert it with fuch as are new and fur-
prifing, have {eldom any thing inthem that can be
called wit. Mr Locke’s account of wit, with this thort
explanation, comprehends moft of the fpecies of wit,
as metaphors, fimilitades, allegories, enigmas, mottos,
parables, fables, dreams, vifions, dramatic writings,
burlefque; and all the methods of allufion. There
are many other pieces of wit, (how remote foever they
may appear at firft fight from the fowigaing defcrip-
tion) which upon examination will be found to agree

As true wit generally confifts in this refemblance
and congruity of ideas, falfe wit chiefly confifts in the
refemblance and congruity fometimes of fingle letters,
2s in anagrams, chronograms, lipograms, and acro-
ftics : fometimes of fyllables, as in echoes and dog-
gerel rhymes ; fometimes of words, as in puns and
guibbles ; and fometimes of whole fentences or poems,
caft into the figures of eggs, axes, or altars : nay, fome
carry the notion of wit fo far, as to afcribe it even to
external mimicry ; and to look upon 2 man as an in-
genious perfon, that can refemble the tone, pofture, or
face of another. ;

As true wit confifls in the refemblance of ideas, and
falfe wit in the refemblance of words, according to the
foregoing inftances j there is another kind of wit which
confifts partly in the refemblance of ideas, and
in the refemblance of words, which for diftin¢tion fake
I fhall call mixt awit. This kind of wit is that which
abounds in Cowley, more than in any author that ‘ever
wrote. Mr Waller has likewife a great deal of it. Mr
Dryden is very fparing in it. Milton had a genius
much above it. Spenfer isin the fame clafs with Mil-
ton. The Italians, even in their epic poetry, are full
of it. Monfieur Boileau, who formed himfelf upon the
ancient poets, has every wheBre reje€ted it with fcorn. If

: 2 we
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we look after mixt wit among the Greek writefs, we
fhall find it no where but in the epigrammatifts. "There
are indeed fome ftrokes of it in the little poem aferib=
ed to Mufzeus, which by that, as well as many other
marks, betrays itfelf to be a modérn compofition. M
we look into the Latin writers; we find none of this
mixt wit in Virgil, Lueretius, or Catullus ; very little
in Horace, but a great deal of it in Ovid, and fcarce any .
thing elfe in Martial.

Out of the innumerable branches of mixt wit, I {hall
choofe one inftance which may be met with in all the
writers of this clafs. The paffion of love in its nature
has been thoughtto refemble fire ; for which reafon the
words Fire and Flame are made ufe of to fignify love.
The witty poets therefore have taken an advantage
from the double meaning of the word Fire, to make an
infinite number of witticifms. Cowley obferving the
cold regard of his miftrefs’s eyes, and at the fame tinie
their power of producing love in him, confiders them
as burning glaffes made of ice ; and finding himfelf
able to live in the greateft extremities of love, con=
cludes the torrid zone to be habitable. When his mif-
trefs has read his letter written in juice of lemon, by
holding it to the fire, he defires her to read it over a
fecond time by love’s flames. When fthe weeps, he
wifthes it were inward heat, that diftilled thofe drops
from the limbeck. When fhe is abfent, he is beyond
eighty, that is, thirty degrees nearer the pole than
when fhe is with him. His ambitious love is a fire
that naturally mounts upwards ; his happy love is the
beams of heaven, and his unhappy love flames of hell.
“When itdoes not let him fleep, it is a flame that {fends
up no {moke; when it is oppofed by counfel and ad-
“vice, it is a fire that rages the more by the winds blow-
ing upon it. Upon the dying of a tree in which he
had cut his loves, he obferves that his written flames
had burnt up and withered the tree. When he refolves
to give over his paflion, he tells us that one burnt like
him for ever dreads the fire. His heart is an /Etna,
that inftead of Vulcan’s fhop, inclofes Cupid's forge in
it.  His endeavouring to drown his love in wine, is

throwing
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throwing oil upon the fire, He would infinuate to
his miftrefs, that the fire of love, like that of the fun,
(which produces fo many living creatures) fhould not
only warm, but beget. Love in another place cooks
pleafure at his fire. Sometimes the poet's heart is
frozen in every breaft, and fometimes fcorched in
every eye.  Sometimes he is drowned in tears, and
. burnt in love, like a {hip fet on fire in' the middle of
the fea.

The reader may obferve in every one of thefe in
ftances, that the poet mixes the qualities of fire with
thofe of iove 3 and in the fame fentence fpeaking of it
both as a paffion and as real fire, furprifes the reader
with thofe feeming refemblances or contraditions, that
make up all the witin this kind of writing: = Mixt wit
therefore is a compofition of pun and true wit, and is
more or lefs perfe@, as the refemblance lies in the
ideas ot in the words. - Its foundations are laid partly
in falfchood and partly in truth; reafon puts in her
claim for one half of it, and extravagance for the o-
ther. The only province therefore for this kind of
wit is epigram, or thofe little occafional poems, that
in their own nature are nothing elfe but a tiflue of
epigrams. I cannot conclude this head of mixt wit,
without owning that the admirable poet, out of whom
I have taken the examples of it, had as much true wit
as any author that ever writ; and mdeed all other
talents of an extraordinary genius.

It may be expeled, fince I am upon thls fubjett,
that I fhould take notice of Mr Dryden’s definition of
wit 3 which, with all the deference that is due to'the
Jjudgment of {o great a man, is not fo properly a defi-
. nition of wit, as of good writing in general. = Wit, as
he defines it, is “a propr;e*y of words and thoughts
“ adapted to the fubject.” ' If this bea true definition
of wit, I am apt to think that Euclid was the great-
eft wit that ever fet pen to paper. It is certain there
never was a greater propriety of words and thoughts
adapted to the fubjet, than what that anthor has made
ufe of in his clements.. I fhall' only appeal to my
reader if this definition agrees with. any motion he
has of wit. If it be a true one, I am {ure Mr Dryden

Wds
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was not only a better poet, but a greater wit than Me
Cowley ; and Virgil 2 much more facetious man than
either Ovid or Martial.

Bouhours, whom I look upon to be the moft pene=
trating of all the French criticks has taken pains, te
fhew, that it is impofiible for any thought to be beau-
tiful which is not juft, and has not its foundation in
the nature of things; that the bafisof all wit is truth ;
and that no thought can be valuable, of which good
fenfe is not the ground-work. DBoileau has endea-
voured to inculcate the fame notion in feveral parts of
his writings, both in profe and verfe. This isthat
natural way of writing, that beautiful fimplicity, which
we fomuch admire in the compofitions of the ancients ;
and which no body deviates from, but thofe who want
ftrength of genius to make athought fhine in its own na=~
turalbeauties. Poets who want this firength of geniusto
give that majeftick fimplicity to nature, which we fo
much admire in the works of the ancients; are forced
to hunt after foreign ornaments; and not to let any
piece of wit of what kind feever efcape them. 1 look
upon thefe writers as Goths in poetry, who; like thofe
in architeture, not being able to come up to the
beautiful fimplicity of the old Greeks and Romans,
haye endeavoured to fupply its place with all the ex-
travagancies of an irregular fancy. Mr Dryden makes
a very handfome obfervation en Ovid's writing a letter
from Dido to Aineas, in the following words: ¢ Ovid
¢ (fays he, fpeaking of Virgil's fiction of Dido and
¢ Aineas) takes it up after himn, even in the fame age;
¢ and makes an ancient heroine of Virgil’s new-created
¢ Dido ; dictates aletter for her juft before her death
¢ to the ungrateful fugitive, and very unluckily for
¢ himfelf, is for meafuring a fword with a man fo
¢ much fuperior in force to him on the fame fubjeét.
¢ I think I may be judge of this, becaufe I have tranf-
¢ lated both. The famous author of the Artof love
¢ has nothing of his own; he borrows all from a
¢ greater maflter in his own profeflion, and, which is
¢ worfe, improves nothing which he finds. Nature
¢ fails him, and being forced to his old fhift, he has

a. } oo 0o ot ' ¢ recourie
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$ recourfe to witticifin, This paffes indeed with his
¢ foft adnirers, and gives him the preference to Virgil
# in their efteem.’

Were not I fupported by fo great an authority as
that of Mr Dryden, I fhould not venture to obferve,
that the tafte of moft of our Englifh poets, as well as
readers, is extremely Gothic. He' quotes Monfieur
Segrais for a threefold diftinétion of the readers of
poeiry : in the firlt of which he comprehends the rab-
ble of readers, whom he does not treat as fuch with
regard to their quality, but to their numbers and the
coarfenefs of their tafte. His words are as follow :
f Segrais has diftinguithed the readers of poetry, ac-
¢ cording to their capacity of judging, into three claf-
' fes” [He might have faid the fame of writers too
if he had pleafed.] ¢ In the loweft form he places
¢ thofe whom he calls Les Petits Efprits, fuch things
as are our upper-gallery audience in a playhoufe ;
who like nothing but the hufk and rhind of wit, pre-
fer a quibble, a conceit, an epigram, before folid
fenfe and elegant expreffion. Thefe are mob-read-
ers. If Virgiland Martial ftood for parliament-men,
we know already who would carry it. But though
-they made the greateft appearance in the field, and
cry the loudeft, the beft on it is, they are but a fort
on French Huguenots, or Dutch Boors, brought over
in herds, but not naturalized ; who have not lands of
¢ two pounds per annum in Parnaflus, and therefore
¢ are not privileged to poll. Their authors are of the
¢ fame level, fit to reprefent them on a mountebank’s

ftage, or to be mafters of the ceremonies in a bear-
¢ garden: yet thefe are they who have the moit ad-
¢ mirers. Butit often happens, to their mortification,
¢ that as their readers improve their flock of fenfe, (as
¢ they may by reading better books, and by conver-
¢ fation with men of judgment) they foon for{ake them.’

I muft not difmifs this fubjeét without obferving,
th'it as Mr Locke in the paflage above-mentioned has
difcovered the moft fruitful fource of wit, fo there is
another of a quite contrary nature to it, which does
likewife branch itfelf out into feveral kinds. For not
eonly the refemblance, but the oppofition of ideas, does

very
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or to theleft, facing about, doubling their ranks, fhift-
ing their ﬁauons, and throwing themfelves into ‘all the
figures and counter-marches of the moft changeable
‘and perplexed exercife..

Not far from thefe wasa body of Acroftics, made up
of very difproportioned perfons. It was difpofed into
three columns, the officers planting themfelves ina line
on the left hand of each column. The officers were
all of them at leaft fix feet high, and made three rows
of very proper men; but the common foldiers, who
filled up the fpaces between the officers, were fuch
dwarfs, cripples, and fcarecrows, that one could hardly
look upon them without laughing. There were be-
hind the Acroftics two or three files of Chronograms,
which differed only from the former, as their officers
were equipped (like the figure of Time) with an hour-
glafs in ene hand, and a fcythe in the other, and took
their pofts promifcuouily among the private men whom

_they commanded,

In the body of the temple, and before the very face
of the deity, methought I faw the phantom of Tryphio-
dorus, the Lipogrammatift, engaged ina ball with four
and twenty pzrfons, avho purfued him by turns thro
all the intricacies and labyrinths of a country-dance,
without being able to overtake him.

Obferving Teveral to be very bufy at the weftern end
of the Tempie, I inquired into what they were doing,
and found there was in that guarter the great magazine
of Rebufles. There were feveral things of the moft
different natures tied up in bundles, and thrown upon
one another in heaps like faggots. You might behold
an anchor, a night-rail, and a hobby-horfe bound up
together. One of the workmen feeing me very much
furprifed, told me, there was an infinite deal of wit in
feveral of thofe bundles, and that he would explain
them to me if I pleafed 1 thanked him for his (:lwhty,
but told him I was in a very great hqi’ce at/that time,
As T was going out of the temple, I obferved in one
corner of it a clufter of men and women langhing very °
heartily, and diverting themfelves at a game of Crambo.

1 heard
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thet in an army. There were men whofe bodie$ wére
ftuck full of darts, and women whofe cyes were burne
ing-glaffes: men that had hearts of fire, and women
that had breafts of fnow. Tt would be endlefs to def*
eribe feveral monflers of the like nature, that compo-
fed this great army; which immediately fell afunder,
end divided itfelf into two parts, the one half throwing
themfklves behind the banners of Truth, and the o-
thers behind thofe of Falfehood.

The goddefs of Falfehood was of a gigantic flature,
and advanced fome paces before the front of her army;
but as the dazzling light which flowed from Truth be-

_gan to fhine upon her, fhe faded infenfibly ; infomuch

that in a little fpace the looked rather like an huge
phantom, than a real fubftance. At length, as the
goddefs of Truth approached ftill nearerto her, fhe fell
away entirely, and vanifhed amidft the brightnefs of
her prefence; fo that there did not' remain the leaft
trace orimpreffion of her figure in the place where the
had been feen:

As at the rifing of the fun the confiellations grow
thin, and the fars go out one after another, till the
whole hemifphere is extinguifhed ; fuch was the va-
nithing of the goddefs: and not only of the goddefs
herfelf, but of the whole army that attended her, which
fympathized with their leader, and fhrunk into no-
thing, 'in proportion as the goddefs difappeared. At
the fame time the whole temple funk, the fith betook
themfelves to the fireams, and the wild beafts to the
woods, the fountains recovered their murmurs, the
birds their voices, the trees their leaves, the flowers
their feents, and the whole face of nature its true and
genuine appearance. Though T ftill continued afleep,
I fancied myfelf as it were awakened out of a dream,
when I faw this region of prodigies reftored to woods
and rivers, fields and meadows.

Upon the removal of that wild fcene of wonders,
which had very much difturbed my imagination, I
took a full furvey of the perfons of Wit and Truth;
for indeed it was impoflible to look upon the firft,

. without feeing the other at the fame time. There was
' behind
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behind them a firong and compa& body of figures. The
genius of Heroic Poetry appeared with a fword in her
hand, and a laurel on her head. Tragedy was crown-
ed with cyprefs, and covered with robes dipped in
blood. Satire had fmiles in her look, anda dagger un-
der her garment. Rhetoric was known by her thun-
derbolts, and Comedy by her mafk. After feveral o-
ther figures, Epigram marched up in the rear, who
had been pofted there at the beninning of the expedi-
tion, that he might not revolt to the enemy, whom he
was fufpedted to favour in his heart. I was very much
awed and delighted with the appearance of the god of
‘Wit ; there was fomething fo amiable, and yet {o pier-
cing in his looks, as infpired me at once with love and
terror. As I was gazing on him, to my unfpeakable
joy, he took a quiver of arrows from his thoulder, in
order to make me a prefentof it: butasI was reaching
out my hand to receive it of him, I knocked it againft
a chair, and by that means awaked. ;

Friday, May 18, 1711%.

Nos dug turba  fanttts—s Ovid, Met. i, 355,
We two are a multitude.

NE would think that the larger the company is

in which we are engaged, the greater variety of
thoughts and fubjects would be ftarted in difcourfe;
but inflead of this, we find that converfation is never
fo much ftraitened and confined as in numerous affem-
blies. When a multitude meet together on any fub-
ject of difcourfe, their debates are taken up chiefly
with forms and general pofitions ; nay, if we come in-
to a more contrafted affembly of men and women,
the talk generally runs upon the weather, fathions,
news, and the like public topics. In proportion as
converfation gets into clubs and knots of friends, it
*: No. 68. defcends
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¢ fear not, for there may be a reconciliation ; except
< for upbraiding, or pride, or difclofing of fecrets, or
¢ a treacherous wound; for, for thefe things every
¢ friend will depart.” We may obferve in this,and fe-
veral,other precepts in this author, thofe little familiar
inftances and illuftrations which are fo much admired
in the moral writings of Horace and Epictetus. There
are very beautiful inftances of this nature in the fol-
lowing paflfages, which are likewife written upon the
fame fubject; ¢ Whofo difcovereth fecrets, lofeth his
¢ credit, and fhall never find a friend te his mind.
¢ Love thy friend, and be faithful unto him ; but if
“ thou bewrayeft his fecrets, follow no ‘more after
¢ him : for as a man hath defiroyed his enemy, fo
¢ haft thon loft the love of thy friend ; as one that
¢ Jetteth a bird go out of his hand, fo haft thou let
¢ thy friend go, and fhalt not get him again : follow
“ after him no more, for he is too far off; he is as a
¢ roe efcaped out of the fnare. As for a wound, it
* may be bound up, and after reviling there may be
¢ reconciliation; but he that bewrayeth fecrets, is
 without hope.”

Among the feveral qualifications of a good friend;
this wife man has very juftly fingled out conftancy
and faithfulnefs as the principal : To thefe, others
have added virtue, knowledge, difcretion, equality in
age and fortune, and as Cicero calls it, morum comitas,
a pleafantnefs of temper. If I were to give my opin-
jon upon fuch an exhaufted fubje, I fhould join to
thefe other qualifications a certain equability or even-
nefs of behaviour. A man often contrafts a friend-
thip with one whom perhaps he does not find out till
after a year’s converfation; when on a fudden fome
latent ill-humour breaks out upon him, which he never
difcovered or fufpected at his firft entering into 2n in-
timacy with him. There are feveral perfons who in
fome certain periods of their lives are inexpreﬂihgz a-
greeable, and in others as odious and deteftable. Mar-
tial has given us a very pretty pifture of one of this

fpecies, in the following epigram ;
: Difficilis
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Coptic, our conferences go no further than a bow and
a grimace.

This grand feene of bufinefs gives me an infinite va-
riety of folid and fubftascial entertainment.  As I am
. & great lover of mankind, my heart naturally overflows
with pleafure at the fight of a profperous and happy
multitude, infomuch that at many public folemnities 1
cannot forbear expreffing my joy with tears that have
fiolen down my cheeks., For this reafon I am wonder-
fully delighted to f-e fuch a body of men thriving in
their own private fortunes, and at the fame time pro-
moting the public flock ; or, in other words, raifing
eftates for their own families, by bringing into their
country whatever is wanting, and carrying out of it
whatever is fuperfluous.

Nature feems to have taken a particular care to diffe-
minate her bleflings among the different regions of the
world, with an eye to this mutual intercourfe and traf-
fic among mankind, that the natives ofthe feveral paris
of the globe might have a kind of dependence upon
one danother, and be united together by their common
intereft, Almoft every degree produces fomething pe-
culiar to it. The food often grows in one country, and
the fauce in another. The fruits of Portugal are cor-
refted by the produds of Bardadoes, and the infufion
of a China plant is fweetened with the pith of an In-
diancane. The Philippic iflands give a flavour to oug
European bowls. The fingle drefs of a woman of

uality is often the product of an hundred climates.

he muff and the fan come together from the differ-
ent ends of the earth. The ftarf is fent from the
torrid zone, and the tippet from beneath the pole, -
The brocade petticoat rifes ont of the mines of Peru,and
the diamond necklace out of the bowels of Indoflan.

If we confider our own country in its natural prof-
peét, without any of the benefits and advantages of
commerce, what a barren uncomfortable fpot of earth
falls to our fhare! Natural hiftorians tell us, that no
fruit grows originally among us, befides hips and haws,
acornsand pig-nuts, with other delicacies of the like
nature that our climate of itfelf, and without the

Dz afliftance
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Homer and Virgil have formed their plans in this view.
As Greece wasa colleétion of many governments, who
fuffered very much among themiclves, and gave the
Perfian emperor, who was their common enem y many
advantages over them by their mutual jealoufies and a«
nimolities, Homer, in order to eftablifh among theman
union, which was {o neceffary for their fafety, grounds
his poen upon the difcords of the feveral Grecian
princes who were engaged in a €onfederacy againft an
Afiatic prince, and the feveral advantages which thés
enemy gained by fuch their difcords. At the time the
poem we are now treating of was written, the diffen-
fions of the Barons, who were then fo many petty
princes, ran very high, whether they quarrelled among
them(elves, or with their neighours, and produced un-
fpeakable calamities to the conntry. The poet, to de-
ter men from {uch unnatural contentions, defcribes a
bloody battle and dreadful fcene of death, occafioned
by the mutual feuds which reigned in the families
of an Englifh and Scotch nobleman. That he defign-
ed this for the mfirution of his poem, we may learn
from his four laft lines, in which, after the example of
the modern tragedians, he draws from it a precept for
the benefit of his readers.

God fave the King, and blefs the land
In plenty, joy, and peace ;

And grant henceforth that foul debate
"Twixt noblemen may ceafe.

The next point obferved by the greateft heroic poets,
hath been to celebrate perfons and aétions which do
honour to their country: thus Virgil's hero was the
founder of Rome, Homer’s a prince of Greece; and
for this reafon Valerius Flaccus and Statius, who were
both Romans, might be juflly derided for having
chofen the expedition of the Golden Fleece, and the
‘Wars of Thebes, for the fubje@s of their Epic writings.

The poet before us has not only found out an hero
in his own country, but raifes the reputation of it by
feveral beautiful incidents. The Englith are the firit

whe
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At the fame time that our poet thews a laudable par-

tiality to his countrymen, he reprefents the Scots after
a manner not unbecoming fo bold and brave a people.

. Farl Douglas on a rnlllc-whlte {teed,
Moft like a baron bold,

Rode foremoft of the company,
‘Whofe armour fthone like gold.

His fentiments and ations are every way fuitable to an
hero. One of us two, fays he, muit die: I aman Earl
as well as yourfelf, fo that you can have no pretence
for refufing the combat: however, fays he, it is pity,
and indeed would be a fin, that fo many innocent men
thould perifh for our fakes, rather let you and I end
our quarrel in fingle fight.

Ere thus I will out-braved be,
One of us two fhall die;

I know thee well, an Earl thou art,
Lord Piercy, Hai 1

But truft me, Piercy, pity it were,
, And great offence, to kill
Any of thefe our harmlefs men,
For they have done no ill.

Leét thou and I the battle try,
And fet our men afide ;

Accurft be he, Lord Piercy faid,
By whom it is deny’d.

‘When thefe brave men had diftinguifhed themfelves
in the battle, and in fingle combat with each other, in
the midft of a generous parley, full of heroic fenti-
ments, the Scotch Earl falls; and, with his dying words,
encourages his men to revenge hlb death, r:aprefentmg
to them, as the moft bitter circumftance of it, that his
rival faw him fall.

With that there came an arrow kéen,
Out of an Englifh bow,
Vo, IL E Which
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‘Which ftruck Earl Deouglas to the heart
A deep and deadly blow. '

Who never fpoke more words than thefe,
Fight on, my merry-men all,

For why, my life is at an end,
Lord Piercy fees my fall,

Merry-men, in the language of thofe times, is no more
than a chearful word for companions and fellow-fol-
diers. Aypaffage in the eleventh book of Virgil's Alneids
is very much to be admired, where Camilla, in her laft

. agonies, inftead of weeping over the wound fhe had
received, as one might have expefted from a warrior
of her fex, confiders only, like the hero of whom we
are now {peaking, ]:_10\; the battle thould be continued
after her death.

Tum fic expirarns, &et - An.xl. 820.

A gathering mift o’erclouds her chearful eyes;
And from her cheeks the rofy colour flies,
Then turns to her, whom, of her female train,
She trufted mofl, and thus fhe fpeaks with pain:
Alcca, 'tis paft! he fwims before my fight,
Inexorable death; and claims his right.

Bear my laft words to Turnus; fly with fpeed,
And bid him timely to my charge fucceed :
Repel the Trojans, and the town relieve :
Farewell.

Turnus did not die in fo heroic a manner ; though
our poet feems to have had his eye upon Turnus's
* fpeech in the laft verfe,

DrYDEN.

Lord Piercy fees my fall.

——Viciftiy et viclum tendere palmas.

Aufonii videre—— Zn. xii. 936,

The Latian Chiefs have fcen me beg my life.

DRYDEN.
Earl

NP P S ———— - ]
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Earl Piercy’s lamentation over his enemy is gene-
rous, beautiful, and paffionate; I muft only caution the
reader not to let the fimplicity of the flile, which one
may well pardon in fo old a poet, prejudice him a-
gainft the greatnefs of the thought.

Then leaving life, Earl Piercy took
. The dead man by the hand,

And faid, Earl Douglas, for Lhy life
Would I had loft my land.

O Chrift! my very heart doth bleed
With forrow for thy fake ;

For fure a more renowned knight
Mifchance did never take.

That beautiful line, Taking the dead man by the band,
will put the reader in mind of Aneas’s behaviour to-
wards Laufus, whom he himfelf had flain as he came
to the refcue of his aged father.

At wero ut wvultum wvidit morientis, et ore
Ora modis Anckifiades pallentia miris ;
Iﬂgemmt, miferans graviter, dexteramgue letendit.
ZEn. xii.822.

The pious prince beheld young Lavfus dead ;
He griev'd, he wept, then grafp’d his hand and faid, &e.
Drypen,

1 thall take another opportunity to confider the other
parts of this old fong.

Wednefday, May 23, 1711%,

Genus immortale manet, multofque per annos
Stat fortuna damw, et avi pumerantur avorunt,
Virg. Georg. iv. zo8.

®§0. 72" | E 2 Th’ im-
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 Th® immortal line in fure fucceflion reigns,
The fortune of the family remains,
And grandfires g1andfons the long lift contains.

Drypex,

AVING already given my reader an account of
feveral extraordinary clubs both ancient and
modern, I did not defign to have troubled him with
any more narratives of this nature; but I have lately
received information of a club, which I can call nei-
ther ancient nor modern, that I dare fay will be no
lefs furprifing to my reader, than it was to myfelf;
for which reafon, I fhall communicate it to the public
as one of the greateft curiofities in its kind. :
A friend of mine complaining of a tradefman who |
is related to him, after having reprefented himasa very |
idle worthlefs fellow, who negleted his family, and
{pent moft of his time over a bottle, told me, to con-
clude his charaéter, that he was a member of the Ever-
In jx’mg Club.  So very odd a title raifed my curiofity to
enquire into the nature of a club that had fuch a found-

ing name 3 upon which my friend gave me the follow-
ing account: {

THE Ewverlafling Club confifts of a hundred mem-
bers, who divide the whole twenty-four hours among'
them in fuch a manner, that the club fits day and night
from one end of the year to another; no party pre-
fuming to rife till they are relieved by thofe who are
in courfe to fucceed them. By this means a member of
the Ewuerlafting Club never wants company ; for though
he is not upon duty himfelf, he is fure to find fome!

who are; fo that if he be d1fpofed to take a whet,
a neening, an evening's draught, or a bottle after mid-
nirhty he gces to the club, and finds a knot of friends
to Hifs rhind.

It is @ maxim in tlus club, That the fteward never
dies 3 for as they fucceed one another by way of rota-
tion, no man is to quit the great elbow-chair which
frands at the upper eud of the table, till his fiiccefor
s in a readinefs to fill it: infomuch, that there has nat
been a fede vacante in the memory of man, Thq
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Thisclub was inftituted towards the end, or as fome
of them fay, about the-middle, of the civil wars, and
continued without interruption till the time of the

*great fire, which burned them out, and cllfperfed them
for feveral weeks. The fteward, at that time, main-
tained his poft till he had like to have been blown up
with a neighbouring-houfe, which was demolifhed in
order to flopthe fire ; and would not leave the chair at
lafl, till he had emptied all the bottles upon the table,
and received repeated direftions from the club to with-
draw himfelf. is fteward is frequently talked of in
the club, and looked upon by every member of it as
a greater man than the famous captain mentioned in
my Lord Clarendon, who was burned in his fhip be-
caufe he would not quit it without orders. It is faid,
that towards the clofe of 1700, being the great year of
jubilee, the club had it under confideration whether
they fhould break up or continue their feflion; but,
after many fpeeches and debates, it was at length agreed
to {it out the other century. Thlb refolution paffed in
a general club, nemine contradicente.

Having given this fhort account of the inftitution
and continuation of the Hverlafting Club, 1 thould here
endeavour to fay fomething of the manners and cha-
ralters of its feveral members, which I fhall do accord-
ing to the beft lights I have received in this matter.

It appears by their books in general, that, fince their
firft inftitution, they have fmoked fifty tons of tobacco,
drank thirty thoufand butts of ale, one thoufand hogf-
heads of red port, two hundred barrels of brandy, and
a kilderkin of fmall beer. There has been likewife
a great confumption of cards. It is alfo faid, that they
obferve the law in Ben Jonfon’s Club, which orders
the fire to be always kept in, focus perennis eflo, as well
for the convenience of lighting their pipes, as to cure
the dampnels of the club-room. They have an old
woman in the nature of a veftal, whole bufinefs it is
to cherifh and perpetuate the fire, which burns from
generation to generation, and has feen the glafs-houfe
#ires in and oyt above an hundred times.

: : The

* Anno 1666,
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The Everlafting Club treats all other clubs with an
eye of contempt, and talks even of the Kit Cat and
Ocober as of a couple of upftarts. Their ordinary dif-
courfe, as much as I have been able to learn of it, turns
altogether upon fuch adventures as have pafled in their
own affembly ; of members who have taken the glafs in
their turns for a week together, without ftirring out of
the club ; of others who have fmoked an hundred pipes -
at a fitting; of others who have not mifftd their morn-
ing’s-draught for twenty years together. Sometimes
they fpeak in raptures of a run of ale in King Charles’s
reign ; and fometimes reflect with aftonifhment upon
games at whift, which have been miraculoufly recover-
ed by members of the {ociety, when in all human pro-
bability the cafe was defperate.

They: delight in feveral old catches, which they fing
at all hours to encourage one another to moiften their
clay, and grow immortal by drinking; with many other'
edifying exhortations of the like nature.

ere are four general clubs held in a year, at which
times they fill up vacancies, appoint waiters, confirm
the old fire-maker, or eleét a new one, fettle contribu-
tions for coals, pipes, tobacco, and other neceflaries.

The fenior member has outlived the whole club
twice over, and has been drunk with the grandfathers
of fome of the prefent fitting members, '

- Thurfday, May 24, 1711%,

————0 dea certe ! Virg. /En. i 3324 -I
O goddefs ! for no lefs you feem.

T'T is very ftrange to confider, that a creature like

man, who is fenfible of fo many weaknefles and

tmperfections, fhould be aétuated by a love of famej
that vice and ignorance, imperfetion and mifery,
. *No. 73 fhould

-
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thould contend for praife, and endeavour as much as
poflible to make themfelves objeéts of admiration.

But notwithiftanding man’s effential perfection is but
very little, his comparative perfection may be very con-
fiderable. If he looks upon himfelf in an abftracted
light, he has not much to boaft of; but if he confiders
himfelf with regard to others, he may find occafion of
glorying, if not in his own virtues, at leaft in the ab-
fence of another’s imperfections. This gives a differ-
ent turn to the refleétions of the wife man and the
fool. The firft endeavours to thine in himfelf, and
the laft to outfhine others. The firft is humbled by the
fenfe of his own infirmities, the laft is lifted up by
the difcovery of thofe which he obferves in other
men, The wife man confiders what he wants, and
the fool what he abounds in.  The wife man is hap-
py when he gains his own approbation, and the fool
when he recommends himfelf to the applanfe of thofe
about him.

But however unreafonable and abfurd this paffion
for admiration may appear in fuch a creature as man,
it is not wholly to be difcouraged ; fince it often pro-
duces very good effeéts, not only as it reftrains him
from doing any thing which is mean and contemptible,
but as it pufhes him to ations which are great and
glorious. The principle may be defe&tive or faulty,
but the confequences it produces are fo good, that,
for the benefit of mankind, it ought not to be extin.
guithed.

It is obferved by Cicero, that men of the greateft
and the moft fhining parts are the mofl aétuated by
ambition: and if we look into the two [exes, I believe
we fhall find this principle of ation {ironger in wo-
men than in men.

The paffion for praife, which is fo very vehement
in the fair fex, produces excellent effe&ts in women of
fenfe, who defire to be admired for that only which
deferves admiration : and I think we may obferve,
without a compliment to them, that many of them do
not only live in a more uniform courfe of virtue, but
with an infinitely greater regard to their honour, t?;m

what
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what we findin the generality of our own fex. How
many inftances have we of chaftity, fidelity, devotion ?
How many ladies diftinguifh themfelves by the edun-
cation of their children, care of their familes, and love
of their hufbands, which are the great qualities and
atchievements of womankind: as the making of war,
the carrying on of traffic, the adminiftration of jufi-
ice, are thofe by which men grow famous, and get
themfelves a name.

But as this paffion for admiration, when it works ac~
cording to reafon, improves the beautiful part of our
ipecies in every thing that is laudable; fo nothing is
more deftrudtive to them when it is governed by vani-
ty and folly. What I have therefore here to fay, only
regards the vain part of the fex, whom for certain rea-
fons, which the reader will hereafter fee at large, I
fhall diftinguith by the name of Idfs. An Idelis
wholly taken up in the adorning of her perfon, You
fee in every pofture of her body, air of her face, and
motion of her head, that it is her bufinefs and employ-
ment to gain adorers. For this reafon your Idols
appear in all public places and aflemblies, in order to
feduce men to their worfhip. The playhoufe is very
frequently filled with Idols: feveral of them are car-
ried in proceflion every evening about the ring, and
feveral of them fet up their worthip even in churches.
They are to be accofted in the language proper to the
Deity. Life and death are in their power: joys of
heaven, and pains of hell, are at their difpofal : pa-
radife is in their arms, and eternity in every moment
that you are prefent with them. Raptures, tranfports,
and ecftafies, are the rewards which they confer:
fighs and tears, prayers and broken hearts, are the of-
ferings which are paid to them. Their fimiles make
men happy; their frowns drive them to defpair. I
fhall only add under this head, that Ovid's book of
the Art of Love isa kind of heathen ritual, which
contains all the forms of worfhip which are made ufe
of to an Idol.

It would be as difficult a tafk to reckon up thefe
different kinds of Idols, as Milton’s was to nun:;lb?'

thoie
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thofe that were known in Canaan, and the lands ad-
Joining.  Moft of them are worfhipped, like Mo-
loch, in fires and flames. Some of them, like Baal,
Iove to fee their votaries cut and flathed, and fheddin
their blood for them. Some of them, like the Ido.
in the Apocrypha, muft have treats and collations
prepared for them every night, It has indeed been
known, that fome of them have been ufed by their in-
cenfed worfhippers like the Chinefe Idols, who are
whipped and fcourged when they refufe to comply with
the prayers that are offered to them.

I mult here ob{'erve, that thofe idolaters who devote
themfelves to the Idols X am here {peaking of, differ
very much from all other kinds of idolaters. For as
others fall out becaufe they worthip different Idols,
thefe idolaters quarrel becaufe they worfhip the fame.

The intention therefore of the Idol is quite contrary
to the withes of the idolaters; as the one defires to
confine the idol to himfelf, the whole bufinefs and
ambition of the other is to multiply adorers. This
humour of an Idol is prettily defcribed in a tale of
Chaucer. He reprefents one of them fitting at a
table with three of her votaries about her, who are all
of them courting her favours and paying their adora-
tions. She {miled upon one, drank to another, and
trod upon the other’s foot which was under the table.
Now which of thefe three, fays the old bard, do you
think was the favourite? In troth, fays he, not one
of all the three. _

The behaviour of this old Idel in Chaucer puts me
in mind of the beautiful Clarinda, one of the greatefi
Idols'among the moderns. She is worfhipped once a~
week by candle-light, in the midft of a large con-
gregation, generally called an Affembly. Some of the
gayeft youths in the nation endeavour to plant them-
felves in her eye, while fhe fits in form with multitudes
of tapers burning about her. 'To encourage the zeal of
her idolaters, the beftows a mark of her fivour upon
every one of them, before they go out of her prefence:
She alks a queftion of one, tells a ftory to another,,
glances an ogle upon a third, takes a pinch of fnuff

Vor. JL F from
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from the fourth, léts her fin drop by accident to give
the fifth an occafion of taking it up. In fhort, every
one goes away fatisfied with his fuccefs, and encoura-
ged to renew his devotions on the fame canonical hour
that day fevennight,

An Idol may bé undeified by many accidental caufes.
Marrlage in particular is a kind of counter Apothe-
ofis, or a deification inverted. "When a man becomes
familiar with his goddefs, fhe quickly finks into a wo-
man.

Old age is likewife a great decayer of your Idol.
The truth of it is, there is not a more unhappy being
than’ afuperannuated Idol, efpecially when fhe has con-
trated fuch airs and behaviour as are only graceful
when her worthippers are zbout her.

Confidering therefore that in thefe and many othet
cafes the Woman gencrally outlives the Idol, I muit
return to the moral of this Paper, and defire my fair
readers to give a proper direétion to their paffion for
being admired; in order to which, they muit endea=
vour to make themfelves the objeéts of a reafonable
and lafting admiration. This is not to be hoped for
from beauty, or drefs, or fathion; but from thofe in-
ward ornamentswhich are not to be defaced by time of
ficknefs, and which appear moft dmiable to t.tm{'c who
are moft acquamted with thcrn

\

Friddy, May 25, 1711%.

= Pendent cpera im’errn‘bta-

Virg. /En, iv. §8.

"The werks unfinifli’d and negle€led lie.

IN’ my laft Monday’s Paper I gave fome general in-

= ftances of thofe beautiful ftrokes whicl pleafe the

réader in the old fong of Chevy Chace ; I fhall here, ac-

cordmg to my, promife, be more paruculdr, and fhew .
* No. 74. - that
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of the two Earls, is wonderfully beautiful and confor-
mable to the way of thinking among the ancient poets.

. Amf:'etpagzza._r. witio parentum
Rara juventus. Hor. 1.0d. il.. 23,

Pofterity, thinn'd by their fathers’ crimes,
Shall read, with grief, the fiory of their times.

‘What can be more founding and poetical, or refemble
more the majeftic fimplicity of the ancients, than the
:[ollowmg ﬁanzas dae

The ftout Earl of Northumberland
A vow to God did make,

His pleafure in the Scottith woods
Three fummer’s days to take.

With fifteen hundred bowmen bold,
All chofen men of might,

Who knew full well, in time of need,
To aim their fhafts aright.

. The hounds ran fwiftly thro’ the woods
"The nimble deer to take,
And with their cries the hills and dales
An echo fhrill did make.

Vocat ingenti clamore Citharon
Taygetique canes, domitrinque Epidaurus equorum :
Lit o affenfu nemorum ingeminata yenugit.

Georg. iii. 43-

Cith=zron loudly calls me to my way;

Thy hounds, Taygetus, open, and purfue the prey?
High Epidaurus urges on my fpcefF :

Fam'd for his hills, and for his horfes breed :
From hills and dales the chearful cries rebound ;
For Echo hunts along, and propagates the founds

DrypeEN-
Lo,
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Lo, yonder doth Earl Douglas come, =
His men in armour bright; =~
Full twenty hundred Scottifh {pears,
Al marching in our ﬁg_ht. :

All men of pleafant Tividale, -
Faft by the river Tweed, 8.

The country of the Scotch warriors, defcribed in thefe
two laft verles, has a fine romantick fituation, and af
fords a couple of fmooth words for verfe. If therea-
der compares the foregoing fix lines of the fong with
the following Latin verfes, he will fee how much they
are written in the {pirit of Virgil,

Adverfi campo apparent, lmﬁa@r;e reduflis
Protendunt longe dextris ; & ﬁszw}a vibrant :——
Ouique altum Pnemﬁe viri; quique arva Gabine
Funonis, gelidumque Aniener, & rofcida rivis
Hernica faxa colunt : gui rofea rura Velini.
Oui Tetrice horrentes vupes, montemque. Severum,
Cafperiamque colunt, Forulofgue & flumen Himelle ;
Qui Tiberim Fabarimqte bibupt—————

. I ZEn, xi. ‘605 vil. 682 712,

Advancing in a line, they couch their {pears——,
Prenefte fends a chofen band,

With thofe who plow Saturnia’s gabine land :
Befides the fuccours which cold Anien yields ;
The rocks of Hernicus—befides a band,
That follow’d from Velinum’s dcw'y land
And Mountaineers that frgm Severus came :

And from the craggy eliffs of Tetrica;

And thofe where yellow Tiber takes his way,

And where Himella's wanton waters play:

Cafperia fends her arms, with thofe that lie

By Fabaris, and fruitful Foruli. DrypEN.

But to proceed :

Earl Douglas on a milk-white fteed,
Moft like a Baron beld,
Rode
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Rode foremoft of the company, = '
Whofe armour fhone like gold. = = i

Toiriie s cnteciiing tardmn pracefferat agmﬁ, &,
Vidifti, quo Turnus equo, qmbw ibat in armis
Aureus

Qur Englith arr:hers ben.t their bows,
" Their hearts were good and true ;

At the firft flight of arrows fent,
Full threefcore Scots they flew.

They clos'd full faft on ev’ry fide,
No {flacknefs there was found 3

And many a gallant gentleman
Lay gafpin g on the ground.

With that there came an arrow keen
QOut of an Englifh bow,

‘Which firuck Earl Douglas to the heart
‘A deep and deadly blow.

JEneas was wounded after the fame manner by an un-
known hand in the midft of a parley.

Has inter woces, media inter talia verba,
Ecce vire flridens alis allapfa fagitta off,
Incertum qua pulfa many

EBO x—ii- 31 8.

Thus while he fpake, unmindful of defence,

A winged arrow firuck the pious prince ;

But whether from an human hand it came,

Or hoftile God, is left unknown by fame.
DryDEN.

But ofall thedefcriptive parts of this fong, thereare none
more beautiful than the four following flanzas, which
have a great force and {pirit in them, and are filled
with very natural circumitances. The thought in the
third ftanza was never touched by any other poet,
and is fuch an one as would have fhined in Homcr or
in Virgil. So 8
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Cadit 8" Ripheus jufliffimus unus
9ui fuit in Teucris & fmsﬁﬁm wquity

Diis aliter vifum eff . i3 426,
Then Ripheus fell in the unecjua] ﬁght, ;

Juft of his word; obfervant of the right :

Heav'n thought not fo. DrypEen.

In the catalogue of the Englifh who fell, Withierington's
behaviour is in the fame manner parnmlanzed. very
artfully, as the reader is prepared for it by that actount
which is given of him in the beginning of the battle;
though I am fatisfied your little buffoon readers (who
have feen that paffage ridiculed in Hudibrds) will not
be able to take the beauty of it : for which reafon I
dare not fo much as quote it.

Then ftept & gallant "fquire {-'orth',
“Witherington was his name, .
~ 'Who faid, 1 would not have it told
' To Henty our king for fhame, g

That e’er my captain fought on fﬂbt, i
- “And I ftoed locking on. -
We meet with the fame heroic fentiment in Virgil:

Non pudet, O Rutuli, cunétis pro talibus unam
Objeftare animam 2. numerone an viribus equi | :
Non_fumus Py n, xil. 229.

For thame, Rutiliarnis; can you bear the fight
Of one expos'd for all in fingle fight?
Can we before the face of heav'n confefs
Our courage colder, or our numbers lefs ?
DrRYDEN.
‘What can be more natural; or more moving, than the.
circam{tances in which 'le defcribes the behavioar of
* thofe women who had loft their hufbands on this fa-
tal day 2
5 j cht-
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women, that had placed themfelves in the oppofite
fide-boxes, and feemed drawn up in a kind of battle-
array one againft another. After a fhort furvey of
them, I found they were patched differently; the
faces on one hand being fpotted on the right fide of
the forehead, and thofe upon the other on the left.
I quickly perceived that they caft hoftile glances upon
one another ; and that their patches were placed in
thofe different fituations, as party-fignals to diftingnifh
* friends from foes. In the middle-boxes between thefe
two oppofite bodies, were feveral ladies who patched
indifferently on both fidesof their faces, and feemed to
fit there with no other intention but to fee the Opera.
Upon inguiry, I found that the body of Amazons on
my right hand were Whigs, and thofe on my left,
Tories; and that thofe who had placed themfelves in
the middle-boxes were a neutral party, whofe faces had
not yet declared themfelves. Thefe laft, however, as
I ‘afterwards found, diminifhed daily, and took their
party with one fide or the other : infomuch that I ob-
ferved in feveral of them, the patches, which were be-
fore difperfed equally, are now all gone over to the
‘Whig or Tory fide of the face. The cenforious fay,
that the men, whofe hearts are aimed at, are very of-
ten the occafions that one part of the face is thus dift
honoured, and lies under a kind of difgrace, while the
other is fo much fet off and adorned by the owner;
and that the patches turn to the right or to the left,
* according to the principles of the man who is moft in
favour. But whatever may be the motives of a few
fantaftical coquettes, who do not patch for the public
good fo much as for their own private advantage, it is
certain, that there are feveral women of honour who
patchiout of principle, and with an eye to the intereft |
of the country. Nay, Iam informed that fome ofthem i
adhere fo fledfaftly to' their party, and are o far from

facrificing their zeal for the public to their paflion for
any particular perfon, that in a late draught ofmarriage-
articles a lady has ftipulated with her huifband, that,
whatever his opinions are, fhe fhall be at liberty to |
patch on which fide fhe pleafes. i3
A Imuft
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"1 muft here .take notice, that Rofalinda, a famous
‘Whig partifan, has moft unfortunately a very beau-
tiful mole on the Tory part of her forehead ; which be-
ing very confpicuous, has occafioned many miftakes,
and given a handle to her enemies to mifreprefent
her face, as though it had revelted from the Whig
intereft. But whatever this natural patch may feem
to intimaté, it is well known that her notions of
government are ftill' the fame. This vnlucky mole,
however, has mifled feveral coxcombs; and, like the
hanging out of falfe colours, made fome of them con-
_verfe with Rofalinda in what they thought the fpirit
of her party, when on a fudden fhe has given them
an unexpelted fire, that has funk them all at once.
If Rofalinda is unfortunate in her mole, Nigranilla
is as unhappy in' a pimple, which forces her; againft
her inclinations, to patch on the Whig fide.

I am told that many virtuous matrons, who former-
ly have been taught to believe that this artificial fpot-
ting of the face was unlawful, are now reconciled, by
a zeal for their caufe, to what they could not be promp-
ted by a concern for their beauty. This way of de-
claring war upon one another, puts me in mind of
what is reported of the tigrefs, that feveral {pots rife
in her fkin when fhe is angry; or, as Mr Cowley has
imitated the verfes that ftand as the mowto of this pa-
PeTy

——She fwells with angry pride,
And calls forth all her fpots on every fide.

‘When I wasin the theatre the time above-mention-
ed, I had the curiofity to count the patches on both
fides, and found the Tory patches to be about twenty
ftronger than the Whig; but to make amends for this
{mall inequality, T the next morning found the whole
puppet-fhow filled with faces {potted after the Whig-
gilh manner. ‘Whether or no the ladies had retreat-
ed hither in order to rally their forces I cannot tell ;
but the next night they camie in fo great a body to
the opera, that they ont-number’d the enemy. }

G 2 This
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This account ‘of: P ‘patth:s will, I am afraid,
appear improbable to thofe who live at a diftance from
the fafhionable world: but as it is'a diftin@ion of a

_very fingular nature, and what perhaps may never
meet with a parallel, I think I fhould not have dif-
charged the office of a faithful Spe&atm:, had not I re-
corded it.

1 have, in former Papers, endeavoured to expofe
this party-rage in women, as it only ferves to aggra-
vate the hatreds and animofities ‘that reign among
men, and in a great meafure deprives the fair fex of
thofe peculiar charms with which nature has endowed
them, ;

When the Romans and Sabines were at war, and.
juft upon the point.of giving battle, the women, who
were allied to both of them, interpofed with {o many
tears and intreaties; that they prcventcd sthe ‘mutual
flaughter whmh threatened both parties, and umtcd
them together in a firm and lafling peace.

I would recommend: this noble example to our Bri-
tith ladies, at @ time when their country is torn with
fo many uanatural divifions, that if they continue, it will
be a misfortune to be born in it. The Greeks thought
it fo improper for women to interefl themfclyes in
competitions and contentions, (that for this reafon, a-
mong others,they forbad them, undérpain of death,
to be prefent at the Olympic games, notwithftanding
thefe were the public diverfions of all Greece,

As our Englith women excel thofe of all nations in
beauty, they {hould endeavour to outthine them inall
other accomplithments proper to the fex, and to dif-
tmgu:jh themfelves as tender mothers, and faithful
wives, rather than as furious partizans. Female virtues
are of adomeftic turn. The family is the proper province
for private women to fhine in, If they muft be fhew-
ing their zezl for the public, let it not be againft thofe
who are perhaps of the fame family, or at leaft of the

fame religion or nation, but againft thofe who are the §-

open, pr;}fcifed undoubted enemies of their faith, li-
berty, and country. When the Romans were preﬁ?.d

with a foreign enemy, the ladies voluntarily contribu-
“ted
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ted all their rings and jewels to affift the government
under a public exigence; which appeared fo landable
an action in the eyes of their countrymen, that from
thenceforth it was permitted bya law to pronounce
public orations at the funeral of a woman in praife
of the deceafed perfon, which till that time was pecu-
liar to men.. Would our Englifh ladies, inftead of
flicking on a patch againft thofe of their own countryy
fhew themfelves fo truly public-{pirited as tofacrifice
every one her necklace againft the common enemy,
what decrees ought not to be made in favourof them?

Since I am recollecting upon this fubjeét fuch  paf-
fages as occur to my memory out:of ancient authors, T
cannot omit a fentence in the celebrated funeral ora-
tion of Pericles, which he made in honour of thofe
brave Athenians that were flain in a fight with the
Lacedemonians. = After having addreffed himfelf to
the feveral ranks and orders-of his countrymen, and
fhewn them how they fhould behave themfelves
in the public caufe, he turns to the female part of
his audience ;- * And as for you (fays he) I thail ad-
¢ vife you in very few words: Afpire only to'thofe
¢ virtues thatare peculiar to your fex ; follow your na-
¢ tural modefty, and think it your greateft commenda-
¢ tion, not to be talked of one way or other.’

i Tuefday, June 5, 1711%.

Ariimunt pilura pafiit inani.

Virg. En. 1. 468.
¢ And with the thadowy picture feeds his mind.”

" ﬂ J HLIN the weather hinders me from taking my
diverfions without doors, I frequently make a
little party with two or three felet friends, to vifit
-any thing curious that may be feen under covert. My
* No. 83. 5 principal
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principal entertainments of this' nature are pictures,
mfomuch that when I have found the weather fet it
to be very bad, I have taken a whole day’s journey to
fee a  gallery that is furnifhed by the hands of great
mafters. By thiv medns, when the heavens are
filled with clouds, when the earth {wims in rain,
and all nature wears a lowring countenance, I with-
draw - myfelf from thefe uncomfortable «fcenes in-
to the vifionary worlds of art; where I meet with
{hining land{capes, gilded triumphs, beautifal faces,
and all ‘thofe other ‘objeéts that fill the mind with
gay ideas, and difperfe that gloominefs whichis apt
to hang upon it in thofe darkdifconfolate feafons.

I was fome weeks ago in a courfe of thefe diverfions ;
which had taken fuch an entire pofleflion of my ima-
gination, that they formed in it a thort morning’s
dream, which I {hall communicate to my reader, ra-
ther as the firft fketch and outlines of a vifion, than as
3 finithed piece.

I dreamt that T was admitted into a long {pacious
gallery, which had one fide covered with pieces of
all the famous painters who are now living, and the o-
therwith the works of the greateft mafters that are dead.,

On the fide of the Living, I faw feveral perfons’
bufy in drawing, colouring, and defigning.  On the
fide of the Dead painters, I could not difcover more
than one perfon at work, who was exceeding flow in
his motions, and Wonderfu]ly nice in his touches,

I was refolved to examine the feveral artifts that
ftood before me, and accordingly applied myfelfto the
fide of the Living. The firft I obferved at work in
this part of the gallery was Vanity, with his hair tied
behind him ina ribbon, and drefled like a Frenchman.
All the faces he drew were very remarkable for their
fmiles, and a certain {mirking air which he beftowed
indifferently on every age and degree of either fex.
The toujours gai appeared even in his judges, bifhops,
and privy-counfellors. Ina word, all his men were Pe-
tits Maitres, and all his women Caqzaetm. The drapery
of his figures was extremely well-fuited to his faces,
and was made up of all the glaring colours that could

be
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be mixed together; every part of the drefs wasin
a flutter, and endeavoured to d:ﬂmgmih itfelf above
the reft.

On the left hand of Vanity flood a laborious work-
man, who I found was his humble admirer, and copied
after him, He was dreffed like 2 German, and had
a very hard name, that {ounded fomething like Stupi-
dity.

The third artift that T looked over was Fantafque,
drefled like a Venetian fearamouch. He had an ex-
cellent hand at Chiméra, and dealt very much in dif-
tortions and grimaces. He would fometimes affright
himfelf with the phantoms that flowed from his pencil.
In fhort, the moft elaborate of his pieces was at beft but
a terrifying dream; and one could fay nothing more of
hisfineit figures, than that they were agreeable monfters.

The fourth perfonl examined was very remarkable
for his hafty hand, which Ieft his* pictures fo unfin-
ifhed, that the beamy in the pifture (which was
defigned to continue as a monument -of it to pofterity)
faded fooner than in the perfon after whom it was
drawn. He made fo much hafte to difpatch his bufi-
nefs, that he neither gave himfelf time to clean his
pencils, nor mix his colours. The name of this ex-
peditious workman was Avarice.

Not far from this artift T faw another of a quite dif-
ferent nature, who was drefled in the habit of a Dutch-
man, and known by the name of Induftry. His figures
were wonderfully laboured. If he drew the portrai-
ture of a man, he did not omit a fingle hair in his
face ; if the figure of a fhip, there was not a rope a-
mong the tackle that efcaped him. He had likewife
hung a great part of the wall with night-pieces, that
feemed to thew themfelves by the candles which were
lighted'up in feveral parts of them ; and were fo in-
flamed by the fun-thine which accidental]y fell upon
them. that at firft fight I could fcarce forbear crying
out Fire,

The five foregoing artifts were the moft confiderable
on this fide the gallery ; there were indeed feveral o-
thers whom I had not time tolook inte. One of them,

howerver,
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however, I could not forbear obferving, who was very
bufy in retouching the fineft pieces, tho’ he produced
no originals of his own. His pencil aggravated every
feature that was before over-charged, loaded every de-
fedt, and poifoned every colour it touched. Though
this workman did fo much mifchief on the fide of the
Living, he never turned his eye towards that of the
Dead. His name was Envy.

Having taken a curfory view of one fide of the gal-
lery, I turned myfelf to that which was filled by the
works of thofe great mafters that were Dead; when
_immediately I fancied myfelf ftanding before a multi-
tude of Spectators, and thoufands of eyes looking upon
me at once; for all before me appeared fo like men
and women, that T almoft forgot they were pitures.
Raphael’s figures {tood in one row, Titian’s in another,
Guido Rheni’s in a third, = One part of the wall was
peopled by Hannibal Carrache, another by Corregio,
and another by Rubens. To be fhort, there was not
a great mafter amiong the Dead who had not contri-
buted to the embellithment of this fide of the gallery.
The perfons that owed their being to thefe feveral
mafters, appeared all of them to be real and alive, and
differed among one another only in the variety of their
{hapes, complexions, and clothes; fo that they locked
like different nations of the fame fpecies.

‘Obferving an old man (who was the fame perfon I
before: mentioned, as the only artift that was at work
on this fide of the gallery) creepingup and down from
gne picure to another, and retouching all the fine
pieces that ftood before me, I could not but be very
attentive to all his motions. Ifound his pencil was fo
very light, that it worked imperceptibly, and afier a
thoufand touches, fcarce produced any vifible effect in
the pi©ture on which he was employed. However,
as he bufied himfelf inceffantly, and repeated touch
after touch without reft or intermiflion, he wore off
infenfibly every little difagreeable glofs that hung up-
on a figure. He alfo added fuch a beautiful brown to
the fhades, and mellownefs to the colours, that he
mace every pi¢ture appear more perfe& than when it

. ' came
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«came frefh from the mafier’s pencil. I could not for-
bear looking upon the face of this ancient workman,
and immediately, by the long lock of hair upon his
forehead, difcovered him to be Time.

‘Whether it were becaufe the thread of my dream
was at an end T cannot tell, but upon my taking a fur-
vey of this imaginary ¢ld man, my fleep left me.

Thurfday, June 7, 1711*.

Interdum fpecisfa lcis, moratague recle
Fasura, nullias veneris, fine pondere &5 arte,
Faldius oblectat populum, smelinfque moratur,
Duam verfus ingpes rerum, nugeue canorz.

Hor. Ars. Poet. v. 31g.

¢¢ when the fentiments and manners pleafe,

¢ And all the chara&ers are wrought with eafe,

“ Your ¢ TaLg,” tho’ void of beauty, force, and art,
< More ftrongly fhall delight, and warm the heart ;
¢ Than where a lifelefs pomp of verfe appears,

¢ And with {onorous trifles charms our ears.”

Frawcis.

T is the cuftom of the Mahometans, if they feeany
printed or written paper upon the ground, to take

it up and lay it afide carefully, as not knowing but it
may contain fome piece of their Alcoran. I muft con-
fefs I have fo much of the Muflulman in me, that I
cannot forbear looking into every printed paper which
comes in my way, under whatfoever defpicable circum-
ftances it may appear; for as no mortal author, in the
ordinary fate and #iciflitudes of things, knows to what
ufe his works may fome time or other be applied, a
man may often meet with very celebrated names in a
paper of tobacco. I have lighted my pipe more than
once with the writings of a prelate; and know a friend
Yor. IL H  *No.8s. of
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'of mine, who, for thefe feveral years, has converted
the effays of a man of quality into a kind of fringe
for his candlefticks. I remember in particular, after
having read over a poem of an eminent author on a
vi¢tory, I met with feveral fragments of it upon the
next rejoicing day, which had been employed in {quibs
and crackers, and by that means celebrated its fubject
in a double capacity. I once met with a page of Mr
Baxter under a Chriftmas pie. Whether or no the
pattry-cook had made ufe of it through chance or
waggery, for the defence of that fuperftitious viand,
I know not ; but upon the perufal of it, I conceived
{0 good an idea of the author’s piety, that 1 bought the
whole book. I have often profited by thefe accidental
readings, and have fometimes found very curious pieces,
that are either out of print, or not to be met with in
the fhops of our London bookfellers. For this reafon,
when my friénds take a farvey of my library, they are
very much furprifed, to find upon the fhelf of folio’s,
two long band-boxes ftanding upright among my books;
till I let them fee that they are both of them lned
with deep erudition and abftrufe literature. T might
likewife mention a paper-kite, from which I have re-
ceived great improvement; and a hat-cafe, which I
would not exchange for all the beavers in Great-Bui-
tain, This my inquifitive temper, or rather imperti-
nent humour, of prying into all forts of writing, with
my natural averfion to loquacity, gives me a good degl
of employment ‘when I enter any houfe in the country;
for I cannot for my heart leave a raom, before T have -
thoroughly ftudied the walls of it, and examined the
feveral Ell_'inte,d papers which are ufually pafted upon
them. he Iaft piece that I met with upon this occa-
fion gave me a moft exquifite pleafure. My reader
will think T am not ferious, when T acquaint him that
the piece I am going to fpeak of, was the old ballad
of The tawo children in the awded, which is one of the
darling fongs of the common people, and has been the
delight of moft Englifhmen in fome part of their age.
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This fong isa plain fimple copy of nature, deftitute

of the helps and ornaments of art. - The tale of it'is a
pretty tragical ftory, and pleafes for no other reafon
but becaufe it is a copy of nature. There is even
a defpicable fimplicity in the verfe; dnd yet hecaufe
the fentiments appear genuine and unaffeéted, they
are able to move themind of the moit polite reader
with inward meltings of humanity and compaflion:
The incidents grow out of the fubjeét, and are fuch as
are the moft proper to excite pity; for which reaford
the whole narration has fomething in it very moving;
notwithftanding the author of it (whoever he was)has
delivered it in fuch an abjeét phrafe and poornefs of
expreflion, that the quoting any part of it would look
like a defign of tarning it into ridicule. But though
the language is mean, the thoughts, as I haye before
faid, from one end to the other arematural, and there-
fore cannot fail to pleafe thofe who are not judges of
language, or thofe who, notwithftanding they are
judges of language, haye a true and unprejudiced
tafte of nature. = The condition, fpeech; and beha-
viour of the dying parents, with the age, innocence,
and diftrefs of the children, are fet forth in fuch ten=
der circumftances; that it is impoffible for a reader of
eommon humanity not to be affetted with them. - As
for the circumflance of the Robin-red-breaft, it is in-
deed a little poetical ornament ; and to thew the ge-
nius of the author amidft all his fimplicity, it is juft
the fame kind of fition which one of the greateft of
the Latin poets has made ufe of upon a parallel occa-
fion; I mean that paffage in Horace, where he def-
cribes himf{elf when he was a child, fallen afleep in
a defart wood, and covered with leaves by the turtles
that teok pity on him.

Me fabulofe vulture in Apulo,
Altricis extra limen Apulie,
Luds fatigatuméue formno
Fronde nova puerum palumbes _
T ey ot 4 Od. iii;

H 2 « NMe
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¢ Me when a child, as tir'd with play
¢ Upon the Apulian hills I lay
¢ % In earelefs {lumbers beund, .
“ The gentle doves protecting found,
¢ And cover’d me with myrtle leaves.”

I have heard that the late Lord Dorfet, who had the
greateft wit tempered with the greateft candour, and
was one of the fineft critics as well as the beft poets of
his age, had a numerous colletion of old Englifh bal-
lads, and took a particular pleafure in the reading of
them. I can affirm the fame of Mr Dryden, and know
feveral of the moft refined writers of our prefent age
who are of the fame humour.

I might likewife refer my reader to Moliere’s thonghts
on this {ubject, as he has exprefled themin the charac:
ter of the Mifanthrope ; but thofe only who are en-
dowed with a true greatnefs of foul and genius, can di-
veft themfelvesof the little images of ridicule, and ad-
mire nature in her fimplicity and nakednefs. As for
the little conceited wits of the age, who can only thew
their judgment by finding fault, they cannot be fup-
pofed to admire thefe produtions which have nothing
to recommend them but the beauties of nature, when
they do not know how to relith even thofe compofi-
tions that,"with all the beauties of mnature, have alfo
the additional advantages of art.

Friday, June 8, 1711 %

Hew quam difficile ¢ft cripien non prodere vultu !

Oyid. Met. ii. 447

% How in the looks does conftious guilt appear!”
ApDIsON.

HERE are feveral arts which 2ll men are in fome
meafure mafters of, without having been at the
* No. 86. pains
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pains of learning them, Every one that fpeaks or
reafons is:a grammarian and a logician, thongh he may
be wholly unacquainted with the rules of grammar or
logic, as they are delivered in books and fyfiems, In
the fame manner; every one is infome degree a mafter
of that art which is generally diftinguifhed by the name
of Phyfiognomy ; and naturally forms to himfelf the
charaéter or fortune of a firanger, from the features
and lineaments of his face. We are no fooner prefent-
ed to any one we never {aw before, but we are imme-
diately dtruck with the idea of a'proud, a referved, an
affable or a good-natured man; and upon our firft go-
ing into a company of ftrangers, our benevolence or
averfion, awe or contempt, rifes naturally towards
feveral particular perfons, before we have heard them
fpeak a fingle word, or {fo much as know who they are.
Every paffion gives a particalar caft to the counte-
nance, and is apt to difcover itfelf in fome feature or
other. "I have feen an ‘eye curfe for half an hour to-
gether, and an eye-brow call a man a feoundrel.  No-
thing is more common' than for lovers to complain,
refent, languith, defpair, and die in dumb fhow.: For
my own part, I am fo apt to frame a nation of every
man’s humour or' circumftances by his looks, that I
have fometimes employed myfelf from Charing-Crofs
to the Royal-Exchange in drawing the characers of
thofe who have paffed by me.© When I fee a man
with a four rivell'd face, I cannot forbear pitying his
wife ;'and when I meet with an open ingenuous coun-
tenance, think on the happinefs of his friends, his fa-
mily, and relations. '
I cannot recollect the author of a famous faying toa
firanger who ftood filent in his company, ““ Speak that
¢ I may {ee thee.” But, with fubmiflion, I think we
may be better known by our looks than by our words,
and that a man’s fpeech is much more eafily difguifed
than his countenance. In this cafe, however, I think
theair of the whole face is much more expreflive than
the lines of it. The truth of it is, the-air is generally
nothing elfe but the imward difpofition of the mind
made vifible.
: Thofe
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Thofe who have eftablifhed phyfiognomy into an
art, and laid down rules of judging men’s tempers by
their faces, have regarded the features much more
than the air. Martial has a pretty epigramy on. this
fubject 5

\Crine ruber, niger ore, brevis pede, lumine kfu.r
R!m magnam praflas, Zoile, fi bonus es.
prg, livi 12;

Thy beard and head are of 4 different dye 9
Short of one foot, diftorted in an eye: ,
With all thefe tokens of a knave complete, «
Should’ft thou be honeft, thou’rt a devilifh cheat.

I have feen a very ingenious author on this fubject,
who founds his fpeculations on the fuppefitien, that
as a man hath in the mould of his face a remote lik -
nefs to that of an ox, a theep, a lion, a hog, or any o-
thet creature; he hath the fame refemblinee in the
frame of his mind, and  is fubjeét to thefe paffions
which are predominant in the creature that appears
in his countenance: Accordingly he gives the prints
of feveral faces that are of a different mould, and by a
little overcharging the likenefs, difcovers the figures of
thefe feveral kinds of brutal faces in human features, I
remember, in' the life of the famous prince of Condé,
the writer obferves, the face of that prince was like the
face of an eagle, and that the prince was véry well plea-
fed to be told fo. In this cafe therefore we may be
fure, that he had in his mind fome general notion of
this Art of Phyfiognomy which I have juft now men-
tioned; and that when his courtiers told him his face
was made like an eagle’s, he underftood them in the
fame manner as if they had told him, there was fome-
thing in his looks, which fhewed him to be firong, ac-
tive, piercing, and of a royal defcent. Whether orno
the different motions of the animal fpirits, in different
paffions, may have any effect on the mould of the face
when the lineaments are pliable and tender, or whe=
ther the fame kind of fouls require the fame kind of

habi-
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habitations, I fhall leave to the confideration of the
curjous. In the mean time, I think nothing can be
more glorious than for a man to give the lye to his
face, and te be an honeft, juft, good-natured man, in
::pite of all thofe marks and fignatures which nature
cems to have fet upon him for the contrary. This
very often happens among thofe, who, inftead of being
exafperated by their own looks, or envying the looks
of others, apply themfelves entirely to the cultivating
of their minds, and getting thofe beauties which are
more lafting, and more ornamental. I have feen many
an amiable piece of deformity; and have obferved a
certain chearfulnefs in as bad a fyftem of features as e-
ver was clapped together, which hath appeared more
lovely than all the blooming charms of an infolent
beauty. ~There is a double praife due to virtue, when
it is lodged in a body that feems to have been prepar-
ed for the reception of vice; in many fuch cafes the
foul and the body do not feem to be fellows.

Socrates was an extraordinary inftance of this nature.
There chanced to be a great phyfiognomift in his time
at Athens, who had made ftrange difcoveries of men’s
tempers and inclinations by their outward appearances.
Socrates’ difciples, that they might put this artift to
the trial, carried them to their mafter, whom he had
never feen before, and did not knew he was then in
company with him. After a fhort examination of his
face, the phyfiognomift pronounced him the moft lewd,
libidinous, drunken old fellow, that he had ever met
with in his whole life. Upon which the difciples all
burft out a laughing, as thinking they had detected the
falfehood and vanity of his art. ButSocrates told them,
that the principlés of his art might be very true, not-
withftanding his prefent miftake ; for that he himfelf
was naturally inclined to thofe particular vices which
the phyficgnomift had difcovered in his countenance,
but that he had conquered the {irong difpofitions he
was born with, by the di@ates of philofophy.

‘We are indeed told by an ancient author, that So-
erates very much refembled Silenus in his face ; which
we find to have been very rightly obferved from the

fratues
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ftatues and bufts of both, that are ftill extant ; as well
as on feveral antique feals and precious ftones, which
are frequently enough to be met with in the cabinets
of the curious. But however obfervationgof this na-
ture may fometimes hold, a wife man fhould be parti-
cularly cautious how he gives credit to a man’s outward
appearance. It is an irreparable injuftice we are guil-
ty of towards one another, when we are prejudiced by
the looks and features of thofe whom we do not know.
How often do we conceive hatred againft a perfon of
worth, ‘or fancy a man to be proud or ill-natured by
his afpeét, whom we think we cannot efteem too much
when we are acquainted with his real charaéter ?
Dr Moore, in his admirable Syftem of Ethics, reckons
this particular inclination to take a prejudice againft a
man for his looks, among the fmaller vices in morali-
ty, and, if I remember, gives it the name of a Profo-

polepfia,

Tugfday, June 12,1711 %,

Petite hinc, juvenefyue fenefque,

- Finewn aniino certumt, wmiferifgue viatica canis.
Cras boc fiet.  Idem cras fiet. RQuid ? quaff magnum,
Newpe diemn donas ? fed cum lux. altera venit,
Fam cras beflernum confumpfimus ; ecce aliud cras,
Lgerit bos annos, & femper panlum erit ultra.
Naw' guanvis prope te, quamuis temone fub uno,
Fertentent [fefe frufira, fectabere canthum.

Perf. Sat. v. 64.

# The bounds of good and evil to difcern.

‘¢ Corn. Unbappy he, who does this work adjourn,
¢ "And to To-morrow wou’d the fearch delay:
“ His lazy morrow will be like To-day.

“ Perf. Butis one day of eafe too much to borrow ?

¢ Cornm. Yes, fure; for Yefterday was once To-morrow.
“ That Yelterday is gone, and nothing gain’d ;

| # No. 8g. ¢ And

¢ Perf. From thee both old and young, with profit, Iearn}
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4 And all thy fruitlefs days will thus bedrain’d :

# For thou haft more To-morrows yet to afl,

“ And wilt be ever to begin thy talk ;

# Who, like the hindmoft chariot-wheels, art cur(t,

#¢ Still to be pear, but ne’er to reach the firft.”? Drvypex.

S my correfpondents upon the fubjeét of love are

very numerous, it is my defign, if poffible, to

range them under feveral heads, and addrefs myfelf
to them at different times. The firft branch of them,
to whofe fervice I fhall dedicate this Paper, are thofe
that have to do with women of dilatory tempers, wha
are for fpinning out the time of courtthip to an immo-
derate length, without being able either to clofe with
their lovers, or to difmifs them. I have many letters
by me filled with complaints againit this fort of wo-
men. In one of them no lefs a man than a brother of
the coif tells me, that he began his fuit Vicefimo nono
Caroli fecundi, before he had been a twelvemomth at
the Temple ; that he profecuted it for many years af-
ter he was called to the bar; that at prefent he is a
ferjeant at law; and notwithftanding he hoped that
matters would have been long fince brought to an if-
fue, the fair one ftill demurs. Tam fo well pleafed
with this gentleman’s phrafe, that T fhall diftinguith
this feét of women by the title of Demurrers. 1 find
by another letter from one that calls himfelf Thyrfis,
that his miftrefs has been demurring abowe thefe feven
years. But among all my plaintiffs of this nature, I
moft pity the unfortunate Philander, 2 man of a con-
ftant paflion and plentiful fortune, who fets forth that
the timorous and irrefolute Sylvia has demurred till
fhe is paft child-bearing. Strephon appears by his let-
ter to be a very choleric lover, and irrevocably fmitten
with one that demurs out of felf-intereft. He tells me
with great paflion that {he has bubbled him out of
his youth ; that fhe drilled him on to five and fifty,
and that he verily believes the will drop him in his old
age, if fhe can find her account in another. I fhall
conclude this narrative with a letter from honeft Sam
Hopewell, a very pleafant fellow, who it feems has at
VoL. 1L 1 Laft
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laft married a Demurrer. I muft only premife, that
Sam, who is a very good bottle-companion, has been
the diverfion of his friends, upon account of his paffion,
ever {ince the year one l;houfand fixhundred and eigh-
ty-one. '

¢ Dear Sir,
OU know very well my paffion for Mrs Martha,
* and what a dance fthe has led me. She took

¢ me out at the age of two and twenty, and dodged
¢ with me above thirty years, I have loved her till
¢ fhe is grown as gray asa cat; and am with much ada
¢ become the maiter of her perfon, fuch as it is at pre-
¢ fent. Sheis, however, in my eye a very charming old
¢ woman. We often lament that we did not marry
¢ fooner, but fhe has nobody to blame for it but her-
¢ {felf. You know very well that fhe would never
¢ think of me whilft fhe had a tooth in her head. I
* have put the date of by pafhon (Anno Amoris Tri-
¢ gefimo prims ) inftéad of a poly on my wedding ring.
¢ T expeét you fthould fend me a congratulatory letter,
¢ or, if you pleafe, an Epithalamium, upon this occa«
¢ fion.

¢ Mrs Martha’s and yours eternally,

¢ Sam Hopewell.>

In order to banith an evil out of the world, that
does not only produce great uneafinefs to private per-
fons, but has alfo a very bad influence on the public,
1 thall endeavour to fhow the folly of demurrage from
two or three refleCtions which I earneftly recommend
to the thoughts of my fair readers.

Firft of all T would hayve them {erioufly think on the
fhortuefs of their time. Life is not long enocugh for a
coquette to play all her tricks in. A timorous woman
drops into her grave before fhe has done deliberating.
‘Were the age of man the fame that it was before the
flood, a lady might facrifice half a century to a feruple,
gud be two or three ages in demurring. Had fhe nine

hundred



SPECTATOR. &5
imr_ldr'cd years good, fhe might hold out to the conver-
fion of the Jews before the thought fit to be prevailed
upon. But, alas! fhe ought to play her part in hafte,
when fhe confiders that the is fuddenly to guit the
ftage, and make room for others.

In the fecond place, I would defire my female rea-
ders to confider, that as the term of Life is thort, that
of Beauty is much fhorter. The fineft {kin wrinkles in
a few years, and lofes the firength of its colouring
fo foon, that we have fcarce time to admire it. £
might embellith this fubject with rofes and rainbows,
and feveral other ingenious conceits, which I may pof-
fibly referve for another opportunity.

There is a third confideration which T would like-
wife recommend to a Demurrer, and that is the great
danger of her falling in love when fhe is about three-
fcore, if fhe cannot {atisfy her doubts and fcruples be-
fore that time. There is a kind of latter fpring, that
fometimes gets into the blood of an old woman, and
turns her into a very odd fort of an animal. I would
therefore have the Demurrer confider what a firange
figure fhe will make, if fhe chances to get over all dif-
ficulties; and comes to a final refolution, in that un-
feafonable part of her life.

I would not however be underftood, by any thing T
have here faid, to diftourage that natural modefly in
the fex, which renders a retreat from the firft ap-
proaches ofa lover both fathionable and graceful. All
that I intend is, to advife them, when they are promp-
ted by reafon and inclination, to demur only out of
form, and fo far as decency requires. A virtuous wo-
man fhould rejeét the firft offer of marriage, as a good
man does that of a bifhopric; but T would advife
neither the one nor the other to perfift in refufing
what they fecretly approve. 1 would in this particu-
a propofe the example of Eve to all her daughters, as
Milton has reprefented her in the following pailage;
which I cannot forbear tranferibing entire, though on+
ly the twelve lafl lines arcI to my prefent purpofe. Tiie
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The rib he form’d and fafhion’d with his handsz
Under his forming hands a creature grew,
Man-like, but different fex; fo lovely fair,

That what {feem’d fair in all the world, feem’d now
Mean, or in her fumm’d up, in her contain'd,

And in her looks ; which from that time infus’d
Sweetnefs into my heart, unfelt before :

And into all things from her air in{pir'd

The fpirit of love and amorous delight.

She difappear’d, and left me dark ; I wak’d
To find her, or for ever to deplore
Her lofs, and other pleafures all abjure:

‘When out of hope, behold her, not far off,
Such asI faw her in my dream, adorn’d
‘With swhat all earth or heaven could beftow
To make her amiable. On f{he came,

Led by her heavenly Maker, tho’ unfeen,
And guided by his voice, nor uninform’d

Of nuptial fanétity and marriage rites :

Grace was in all her fteps, heaven in her eye,
In every gefture dignity and love.

I overjoy'd, could not forbear aloud:

¢ This turn hath made amends: thou haft fulfill'd

Thy words, Creator bounteous and benign !
Giver of all things fair ; but faireft this
Of all thy gifts, nor envieft. I now fee
Bone of my bone, fleth of my flefh, my felf.”. ...
“  She heard me thus, and tho’ divinely brought,
Yet innocence and virgin modefly,
Her virtue, and the confcience of her worth,
- That would be woo’d, and net unfought be won,
Not obvious, not obtrufive, but retir’d
The more defirable; or, to fay all,
Nature herfelf, tho’ pure of finful thought,
‘Wrought in her fo, that feeing me the turn'd.
I follow’d her: She what was honour knew,
And with obfequious majefty approv'd
My pleaded reafon. To the nuptial bower
I led her blufhing like the morn
Par, Loft. b. viii. 469.
Wedne/day,
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“

Wednefday, June 13, 1711.

Magnus fine viribus ignis
Lncalfumn furit ————
Virg. Georg. iil. 9g.

¢ In all the rage of impotent defire
¢ They feel a quenchlefs flame, a fruitlefs fire.”

HERE is not, in my opinion, a confideration
more effeftual to exftinguifh inordinate defires
in the foul of man, than the notions of Plato and his
followers upon that fubject. They tell us, that every
paflion which has been contrated by the foul during
her refidence in the body, remains with her in a fepa-
rate ftate ; and that the foulin the body, or out of the
body, differs no more than the man does from himfelf
when he is in his houfe, or in open air. When there-
fore the obfcene paflions in particular have once taken
root, and {pread themfelves in the foul, they cleave to
her infeparably, and remain in her for ever, after the
body is caft off and thrown afide. Asan argument to
confirm this their doétrine, they obferve, that a lewd
youth, who goes on in a continued courfe of voluptu-
oufnefs, advances by degrees into a libidinous old man
and that the paffion furvives in the mind when it is al-
together dead in the body ; nay, that the defire grows
more violent, and (like all other habits) gathers ftrength
by age, at the fame time when it has no power of exe-
cuting its own purpofes. If, fay they, the foulis the
moft fubje to thefe paffions at a time when it has the
leaft inftigations from the body, we may well fuppofe
fhe will flill retain them when fhe is entirely divefted
of it. The very fubftance of the foul is feftered with
them, the gangrene is gone too far to be ever cured ;
the inflammation will rage to all eternity.
* No. go. ’In
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In this therefore (fay the Platonifts) confifts thé
punifhiment of a voluptuous man after death. He is
tormented with defires which it is impoflible for him
to gratify ; folicited by a paffion that lias neither ob-
je€ts nor organs adapted to it. He livesin a flate of
invincible defire and impotence, znd always barns in
the purfuit of what he always defpairs to poffefs. It
is for this reafon (fays Plato) that the fouls of the dead
appear frequently in ceemeteries, and hover about the
places where their bodies are buried, as ftill hankering
after their old brutal pleafures, and defiring again to
enter the body that gave them an opportunity of ful-
filling them, : :

Some of our moft eminent divines have made ufe of
this Platonic notion, fo far as it regards the fubfiftence
of our paffions after death, with great beauty and
{trength of reafon. Plato indeed carries the thought
very far, when he grafts upon it his opinion-of ghofts
appearing in places of burial. Though, I muit confefs,
if one did believe that the departed fouls of men and
women wandered up and down thefe lower regions,
and entertained themfelves with the fight of their
fpecies, one could not devife a more proper hell for
an impure {pirit than that which Plato bas touched
upon.

P%he ancients feem to have drawn fuch a {late of tor:
ments in the defeription of Tantalus, who was punifh-
ed with the rage of an eternal thirit, and fet up to the
chin in water that fled from his lips whenever he at-
tempted to drink it.

Virgil, who has caft the whole fyftem of Platonic
philofophy, fo far as it relates to the foul of man,
into beautiful allegories, in the fixth bock of his
ZEneid gives us the punifhment of a voluptuary after
death, not unlike that which we are here {peaking of.

Lucent genialibus altis

Aurea fulcra toris, epuleque ante ora parate
Regifico luxn : Furiarum mawxina juxta
Aecubat, & manibus probibet contingere mesnfas ;
Ezurgitque facem attallens, atque intonat ore.

They
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They lie below on golden beds difplay’d,
And genial feafts with regal pomp are made :
The queen of Furies by their fide is fet,
And fnatches from their mouths th’ untafted meat ;
‘Which if they touch, her hiffing fnakes fhe rears,
Tofling hesr torch, and thundering in their ears.
" DRrYDEN,

That T may a little alleviate the feverity of this my
Speculation (which otherwifc may lofe me feveral of
my polite readers,) I fhall tranflate a ftory that has
been quoted upon another occafion by one of the moft
learned men of the prefent age, as I find it in the ori-
ginal. The reader will fee it is not foreign to my pre-
fent fubjeét, and I dare fay will think it a lively re-
prefentation of a perfon lying under the torments of
fuch a'kind of Tantalifin, or Platonic hell, as that
which we have now under confideration. Monfienr'
Pontignan {peaking of a love-adventure that happened
te him in the country, gives the following account of
1t::
¢ When I was in the country laft fammer, I was
often in company with a couple of charming wo-
men, who had all the wit and beauty one could de-
fire in female companions, with a dafh of coquetry,
that from time to time gave me a great many agree=
able torments. T was, after'my way, in love with
both of them, and had fuch frequent opportunities
of pleading my paflion to theip when they were a-
funder, that I had reafon to hope for particular fa-
‘vours from each of them. As I was walking one
evening in my chamber with nothing about me but
my night-gown, they both came into my room, and
told me they had a very pleafant trick to put upon
a gentleman that was in the fame houfe, provided
I would bear a part in it. Upon this they told me
fuch a plaufible ftory, that I laughed at their contri-
vance, and agreed to do whatever they fhounld re-
quire of me. Theyimmediately began to fwaddle
me up in my night gown with long pieces of linen,
which they folded about me till they had wraptme in

¢ above
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¢ above an hundred yards of fivathe. My arms were
¢ prefled to my fides, and my legs clofed together by fo
¢ many wrappers one over another, that I looked like an
¢ Mgyptian mummy. As I ftood bolt upright upon one
¢ end in this antique figure, one of the ladies burft out
¢ a laughing: ¢ And now, Pontignan, fays the, we
« intend to perform the promife that we find you
“¢ haye extorted from each of us. You have often afked
« the favour of us, and I dare fay you are a better
¢ bred cavalier than to refufe to go to bed to two la-
‘¢ dies that defire it of you.” After having flood a
¢ fit of laughter, I begged them to uncafe me, and do
¢ with me what they pleafed, * No, no, faid they,
“ we like yon very well as you are;” and upon
that, ordered me to be carried to one of their
houfes, and put to bed in all my fwaddles. The
room was lighted up on all fides; and I was laid
very decently between a pair of fheets, with my head
(which was indeed the only part I could move) up-
on avery high pillow: This was no fooner done,
but my two female friends came into bed to me in
the’i‘r( fineft night-clothes. You may eafily guefs at
the condition of a man that faw a couple of the moft
beautiful women in the world undreft and a-bed with
him, without being able to {lir hand or foot. I beg-
ged them to releafe me, and firuggled all T could to
get loofe, which I did with fo much violence, that
about midnight they both leaped out of the bed,
crying out they were undone, But feeing me fafe,
they took their pofts again, and renewed their rail-
lery. Finding all my prayers and endeavours were
loft, T compofed myfelf as well as I could, and told
them, that if they would not unbind me, I would fall
afleep between them, and by that means difgrace
them for ever. But alas! this was impoflible ; could
I have been difpofed to it, they would have prevent-
ed me by feveral little ill-natured carefles and en-
dearments which they beftowed upon me. As much
devoted as I am to womankind, T would not pafs fuch
another night to be mafter of the whole fex. My
reader will doubtlefs be curious to know what be-

¢ came
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¢ came of me the next morning. Why truly my bed-
¢ fellows left me about an hour before day; and told -
¢ me, if Iwould be good,and lie ftill, they would fend
¢ fomebody to take me up as foon as it was time for
£ me to rife. Accordingly about nine o'clock in the
¢ morning an old woman came to unfwathe me. I
bore all this very patiently, being refolved to take
my revenge of my tormentors, and to keep no mea-
fures with them as foon as I was at liberty ; but up-
on afking my old woman what was become of the
two ladies, the told me fhe believed they were by
that time within fight of Paris, for that they went
away ina coach and fix before five o'clock in the
morning.’

T, T T N

Friday, June 15, 17117,

Convive prope diffentire videntur,

Pofeentes vario multum diverfa palato ;

Quid dem 3 Dyid non dem ?

Hor. 2. Ep, ii. 61.

ImrraTeD
s ¢ What would you have me do,
¢ When out of twenty L .can pleafe not two ?—
# One likes the pheafant’s wing, and one the leg; 1
¢ The vulgar boil, the learned roaft an egg :
¢ Hard talk, to hit the palate of fuch guefts.?
POPE. 4

OOKING over the late packets of leiters which
have been fent to me, I found the following one.

¢Mr SPECTATOR,

OUR Paper is a part of my‘ tea-equipage 3
and my fervant knows my humour fo well,
¢ that calling for my breakfaft this morning (it being
¢ paft my nfual hour,) fhe anfwered, the Spe(tator,
¥ was not yet come in; but that the tea-kettle boiled,
Vor. IL. K * No g2. and
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¢ and fhe expected it every moment. Having thus in
¢ part fignified to you the efteem and veneration
which T have for you, I muft put youin mind of the
¢ eatalogue of bwoks which you have promifed to re-
¢ commend to our fex : for I have deferred furnithing
¢ my clofet with authors, till T receive your advice in
¢ this particular, being your daily difciple and humble
¢ fervant,
¢ LEoNoRA.

In anfwer to my fair difciple, whom I am very
proud of, I muft acquaint her and the reft of my rea-
ders, that fince I have called out for help in my cata-
logue of a Lady’s Library, I have received many let-
ters upon that head, fome of which I fhall give anac-
count of. :

In the firft clafs, T fhall take notice of thofe which
come to me from eminent bookfellers, who every one
of them mention with refpec the authors they have
printed, and confequently have an eye to their own
advantage more than to that of the ladies. One tells
me, that he thinks it abfolutely neceffary for women
to have true notions of right and equity, and that
therefore they cannot perufe a better book than ¢ Dal-
¢ ton’s Country Juftice.” Another thinks they can-
not be without * The Complete Jockey.” A third ob-
ferving the curiofity and defire of prying into fecrets,
which he tells me is natural to the fair fex, is of opi-
nion this female inclination, if well directed, might
turn very much to their udvantage, and therefore re-
commends to me ¢ Mr Mede upon the Revelations.”
A fourth laysit down as an unqueftioned truth, that a
lady cannot be theronghly accomplifhed who has not
read * The fecret Treaties and Negociations of Mar-
¢ fhal d'Eftrades.”” Mr Jacob Tonfon junior is of epi~
nion, that ¢ Bayle’s Ditionary” might be of very
great ufe to the ladies, in order to make them general
fcholars.  Another, whofe name I have forgotten,
thinks it highly proper that every woman with child
* thould read * Mr Wall's Hiftory of Infant Baptifm ;"
#3 another is very importunate with me to recommend

10
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to all my female readers ¢ The Finithing Strokes
¢ being a vindication of the Patriarchal Scheme,” &c.

In the fecond clafs I thall mention books which are
recommended by hufbands, if I may believe the wri-
ters of them. Whether or no they are real hufbands
or perfonated ones I cannot tell, but the books they
recommend are as follows : A Paraphrafe on the Hil-
“ tory of Sufanna.” “ Rules to keep Lent.” “ The
¢ Chriftian’s Overthrow prevented.” ¢ A diffuafive
¢ from the Play-houfe.”  The Virtues of Camphire,
“ with Direttions to make Camphire Tea.”” ¢ The
¢ Pleafures of a Country Life.” ¢ The Government
% of the Tongue.” A letter dated from Cheapfide de-
fires me that T would advife all young wives to make
themfelves miftrefies of “ Wingate's Arithmetic,” and
concludes with a poftfcript, that he hopes I will not
forget  The Countefs of Kent's Receipts.”

I may reckon the ladies themfelves as 2 third clafs
among thefe my correfpondents and privy-counfellors.
In a letter from one of them, I am advifed to place
¢ Pharamond” at the head of my catalogue, and, if [
think proper, to give the fecond place to * Caffandra.”
Coquetilla begs me not to think of nailing women up-
on their knees with manuals of devotion, nor of fcorch-
ing their faces with books of houfewifery. Florella
defires to know if there are any books written againit
Iprudes, and intreats me, if there are, to give them a
place in mylibrary. Plays of all forts have their feve-
ral advocates: ¢ All for Love” is mentioned in above
fifteen letters: ¢ Sophonitba, or Hannibal's Over-
¢ throw,” in a dozen; * The Innocent Adultery” is
likewife highly approved of; ¢ Mithridates King of
¢ Pontus” has fany friends; “ Alexander the Great”
and “ Aurengzebe’” have the fame number of voices §
but ¢ Theodofius, or; The Force of Love,” carries it
from all the reit.

I fhould, in the laft place, mention fuch hooks as
have been propofed by men of learning, and thofe

_who appear competent judges of this matter, and muft
here take oocafion to thank A. B. whoever it is that
conceals himfelf under thefe two letters, for his advicer®
K2 upon
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upon this fubject. But as I find the work I have un-
dertaken to be very difficult, I fhall defer the execut~
ing of it till I am further acquainted with the thoughts
of my judicious contemporaries, and have time to ex«
amine the feveral books they offer to me: being re-
folved, in an affair of this moment, to proceed with
the grcateﬁ caution.

In the mean while, as T have taken the ladies under
my particular care, I thall make it my bufinefs to find
out, in the beft authors ancient and modern, fuch paf:
fages as: may be for their ufe, and endeavour to ac-
commodate them as well as I can to their tafte; not
queftioning but the valuable part of the fex will eafily
pardon me, if from time to time I laugh at thofe lit-
tle vanities and follies which appear in the behaviour
of fome of them, and which are more proper for ridi-
cule than a ferious cenfure. Moft books being calcu-
lated for male readers, and generally written with an
eye to men of learning, makes a work of this nature
the more neceffary ; befides, I am the more encourag-
ed, becaufe I flatter myfelf that I fee the fex daily im-
proving by thefe my Speculations. My fair readers
are already deeper icholars than the beaus. I could
name fome of them who talk much better than feveral
gentlemen that make a figure at Will’s; and as 1 fre-
quently receive letters from the fine ladies and pretty
fellows, I cannot but obferve that the former are fu-
perior to the others, not only in the fenfe, but in the
fpelling. This cannot but have a good effet upon the
female world, and keep them from being charmed by
‘thofe empty coxcombs that have hitherto been admir-
ed mong the women, though laughed at among the
men.

I am credibly informed that Tom Tattle paffes for
an impertinent fellow, that Will Trippet begins to be
finoked, and that Frank Smoothly himfelf is within a
month of a coxcomb, in cafe I think fit to continue
this Paper. For my part, as it is my bufinefs in fome
meafure to dete fuch as would lead aftray weak minds
by their falfe pretences to wit and judgment, humour
and gallantry, I fhall not fail to lend the beft lights I

am
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am able to the fair {ex for the contmuatmn of thefe
their difcoveries..

Saturday, June 16, 1711%.

- Spatio brevi
Spem longam refeces : dum loquimar, fugerit invida
Litas : Carpe diem, quam mininmn credula pofiero.

Hor. 1 Od. xi. 6.

“ They lengthen’d hopes with prudence beund
“ Proportion’d to the flying hour:

“ While thus we talk in carelefs eafe
“ The envious moments wing their flight:
 Inftant the fleeting pleafures feize,
¢ Nor truft to-morrow’s doubtful light.”
Fravcrs,

E all of us complain of the fhortnefs of time,
faith Seneca, and yet have much more than
we know what to do with. Qur lives, fays he, are
fpent either in doing nothing at all, or in doing no-
thing to the purpofe, or in doing nothing that we
ought to do. We are always complaining our daysare
few, and aéting as though there would be no end of
them. That noble philofopher has defcribed our in--
confiftency with ourfelves in this particular, byall thofe
various turns of expreflion and thought which are pe-
culiar to his writings.

I often confider mankind as wholly inconfiftent with
itfelf in a point that bears fome affinity to the former.
Though we feem grieved at the {fiortnefs of life in ge-
neral, we are withing every period of it at an end.
The minor longs to be at age, thén to be a man of
bufinefs, then to make up an eftate, then to arrive at
honours, then to retire. Thus altlmugh the whole
' * No. 93. life



-8 SPECTATOR.

life is allowed by every one to be fhort, the feveral di.
vifions of it appear long and tedious. We are for
lengthening our {pan in general, but would fain con-
tract the parts of which it is compofed. The ufurer
would be very well fatisfied to have all the time anni-
hilated that lies between the prefent moment and next
quarter-day. The politician would be contented to
lofe three years in his life, could he place things in the
pofture which he fancies they will ftand in after fucha
revolution of time. The lover would be glad to ftrike
out of his exiftence all the moments that are to pafs
away before the happy meeting. Thus, as faft as our
time runs, we fhould be very glad in moft parts of our
lives that it ran much fafter than it does. Several
hours of the day hang upon our hands, nay we wifh
away whole years ; and travel through time as through
a country filled with many wild and empty waftes,
which we would fain hurry over, that we may arrive
at thofe feveral little fettlements or imaginary points
of reft which are difperfed up and down in it.

If we divide the life of molft men into twenty parts,
we fhall find that at leaft nineteen of them are mere
gaps and chafins, which are neither filled with pleafure
nor bufinefs. I do not however include in this calcu=
lation thelife of thofe men who are in a perpetual hur-
ry of affairs, but of thofe only who are not always en-
gaged in fcenes of ation ; and T hope I fhall not do
an unacceptable piece of fervice to thefe perfons if I
point out to them certain methods for the filling u
theirempty fpaces of life. The methods I thall propoig
to them are as follows :

The firf} is the exercife of Virtue, in the moft gene-
ral acceptation of the word. "That particular fcheme,
which comprehends the focial virtues, may give em-
ployment to the moit induftrious temper, and find a
man in bufinefs more than the moft adtive ftation of
life. To advife the ignorant, relieve the needy, com-
fort the aflliCted, are duties that full in our way almoft
every day of our lives. A man has frequent opportu-
nities, of mitigating the fiercenefs of a party; of doing
juflice to the character of a deferving man; of foftens
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ing the envious, quicting the angry, and reftifying the
prejudiced ; which are all of them employments fuited
to a reafonable nature, and bring great fatisfation to
the perfon who can bufy himfelf in them with difcre-
tion.

“There is another kind of virtue that may find em-
ployment for thofe retired hours in which we are alto-
gether left to ourfelves, and deftitute of company and
converfation ; I mean that intercourfe and communi~
cation which every reafonable creature ought to main-
tain with the great Author of hisbeing. The man who
lives under an habitual fenfe of the divine prefence
keeps up a perpetual cheerfulnefs of temper, and enjoys
every moment the fatisfaltion of thinking himfelf in
company with his deareft and beft of friends. The
time never lies heavy upon him: it is impoffible for
him to be alone. His thoughts and paffions are the
moft bufied at fuch hours when thofe of other menare
the moft unactive. He no fooner fleps out of the
world, but his heart burns with devotion, fwells with
hope, and triumphs in the confcioufnefs of that prefence
which every where furrounds him ; or, on the contra=
Ty, pours out its fears, its forrows, its apprehenfions,
to the great fupporter of its exiftence.

I have here only confidered the neceflity of a man’s
being virtuous, that he may have fomething to do; but
if we confider further, that the exercife of virtue is
not only an amufement for the time it lafts, but that
its influence extends to thofe parts of our exiftence
which lie beyond the grave, and that our whole eter-
nity is to take its colour from thofe hours which we
here employ in virtue or in vice, the argument re-
doubles upon us for putting in practice this method of
pafling away our time.

‘When a man has but a little {tock to improve, and
has opportunities of turning it all to good account,
what fhall we think of him if he fuffers nineteen parts
of it to lie dead, and perhaps employs even the twen-
tieth to his ruin or difadvantage ? But becaufe the mind
cannot be always in its feivours nor ftrained up to a

pitch



% SPECTATOR.

pitch of virtue, it is neceflary to find out proper em-
ployments for it in its relaxations.

‘he next method therefore that I would propofe ta
£l up our time, fhould be ufeful and innocent diver-
fions. I muft confefs I think it is below reafonable
ereatures to be altogether converfant in fuch diverfions
as are merely innocent, and have nothing elfe to re-
commend them, but that there is no hurt in them.
Whether any kind of gaming has even thus much to
fay for itfelf I {hall not determine ; but I think it is
very wonderful to fee perfons of the beft fenfe pafling
away a dozen hours together in fhuffling and dividing
a pack of cards, with no other converfation but what
is made up of a few game phrafes, and no other i-
deas but thofe of black or red fpots ranged together -
in different figures. - Would not a man laugh to hear
any one of this{pecies complaining that life is fhort ?
 The Stage might be made a pérpetual fource of the
moft noble and ufeful entertainments, were it under
proper regulations.

But the mind never unbends itfelf fo agreeably as
in‘the converfation of a well-chofen friend. There is
indeed no blefling of life that is any way comparable
to the enjoyment of a difereet and virtuous friend. It
eafes .and unloads the mind, clears and improves the
underflanding, engenders thoughts and knowledge, a-
nimates virtue and good refolutions, fooths and allays
the paflions, and finds employment for moft of the va-
eant hours of life.

Next to fuch an intimacy with a particular perfon,
one would endeavourafter a more general converfa-
tion with fuch as are able to entertain and improve -
thofe with whom they converfe, which are qualifica-
tions that feldom go afunder.

There are many other ufeful amufements of life
which eone would endeavour to multiply, that ons
might on all occafions have recourfe to fomething, ra-
ther than fuffer the mind to lie idle, or run adrift with
any paffion that chances to rife in it.

A man that has a tafte in mufic, painting, or ar-
ghitefture, is like one that has another {fenfe, when

com-
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tompared with fuch as have no relifh of thofe arts.
The florift, the planter, the gardener, the hufband-
man, when they are only as accomplifhments to the
man of fortune, are great reliefs to a country life,
and many ways ufeful to thofe who are poflefied of
them.

But of all the diverfions of life, there is none {o pro-
per to fill up its empty fpaces as the reading of ufeful
and entertaining authors. But this I fhall only touch
upon;, becaufe it in fome meafure interferes with the
third methed, which I {hall propofe in another Paper,
for the employment of our dead una&ive hours, and
which I fhall only mention in general to be the pur~
fuit of knowledge.

Monday, June 18, 1711*.

e
Vivere bis, vita poffe priare frai.
3 Mart. Epig, xxiii. 1o-

« The prefent joys of life we doubly tafte,
¢t By looking back with pleafure to the paft.”

[ YHE laft method which I propofed in my Satur-
. day’s Paper, for filling up thofe empty fpaces of
life which are o tedious and burdenfome to idle peo-
ple, is the employing ourfelvesin the purfuit of know-
ledge. I remember Mr Boyle, {peaking of a certain
mineral, tells us, that a man rmay confume his whole
iife in the ftudy of it, without arriving at the know-
ledge of all its qualities. The trath of it is, there is
not a fingle fcience, or any branch of it, that might
fiot furnith a man withbufinefs for life, though it were
much longer than it is.
I fhall not here engage on thofe beaten fubjeéts of
the ufefulnefs of knowledge, nor of the pleafure and
Vor. II. L *No. 94 per~
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perfeftion it gives the mind ; nor on the methods.of
attaining it, nor recommend any particular branch of
it; all which have been the topics of many other wri-
ters ; but fhall indulge myfelf in a Speculation that is
more uncommon, and may therefore perhaps be more
entertaining.

I have before thewn how the unemployed parts of
life appear long and tedious, and fhall here endeavour
to fthew how thofe parts of life which are exercifed in
ftudy, reading, and the purfuits of knowledge, are
long, but not tedious, and by that means difcover a
method of lengthening our lives, and at the fame time
of turning all the parts of them to our advantage.

Mr Locke obferves, ¢ That we get the idea of time,
¢ or daration, by reflefting on that train of ideas
¢ which facceed one another in our minds ; that for
¢ this reafon, when we fleep foundly without dream-
¢ ing, we have no perception of time, or the length
¢ ofit, whilfl we fleep ; and that the moment wherein
“ we leave off to think, till the moment we begin to
“ think again, feems to have no diftance.” Te which
the author adds, “ and fo I doubt net but it would be
“ to a waking man, if it were poffible for him to keep
“ only one idea in his mind, without variation, and
 the fucceflion of others: and we fee, that one who
¢ fixes his thoughts very intently on one thing, fo as
“ to take but little notice of the fucceflion of ideas
 that pafs in his mind whilft he is taken up with
¢ that earneft contemplation, lets {lip out of his ac-
“ count a good part of that duration, and thinks that
¢ time fhorter than it is.”

We might carry this thought further, and confider
a man as on one fide, fhortening his time by thinking
on nothing, or but a few things ; fo on the other, as
lengthening it, by employing his thoughts on many
fubjeéts, or by entertaining a quick and conflant fue-
ceflion of ideas. Accordingly Monfieur Mallebranche,
in his ¢ Inquiry after Truth,” (which was publifhed
feveral years before Mr Locke’s ¢ Effay on Human
*¢ Underftanding”) tells us, That it is poflible fome
creatures may think half an hour as long as we do a

thoufand
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thoufand years; or look upon that {pace of duration
which we call 2 minute, as an hour, a week, a month,
or 2 whole age. _

This notion of Monfieur Mallebranche is capable of
fome little explanation from what I have quoted out
of Mr Locke; for if our notion of time is produced by
our refle(ting on the fucceflion of ideas in our mind,
and this fucceffion may be infinitely accelerated or re-
tarded, it will follow, that different beings may have
different notions of the fame parts of duration, accord-
ing as their ideas, which we fuppoferare equally dif-
tinét in each of them, follow one another in a greater
or lefs degree of rapidity.

There is a famous paflage in the Alcoran, which
looks as if Mahomet had been pofiefled of the notion
we are now fpeaking of. It is"there faid, that the
angel Gabriel took Mahomet out of his bed one mor-
ning to give him a fight of all things in the feven hea-
vens, in paradife, and in hell, which the prophet took
a diftin&t view of ; and after having held ninety-thou-
fand conferences with God, was brought back again
to his bed. All this, fays the Alcoran, was tranfaéted in
fo fmall a fpace of time, that Mahomet at his return
found his bed ftill warm, and took up an earthern
pitcher, (which was thrown down at the very inftant
that the angel Gabriel carried him away) before the
water was all {pilt.

There is a very pretty flory in the Turkifh tales
which relates to this paflage of that famous impofior,
and bears fome affinity to the fubjet we are now upon.
A Sultan of Egypt, who was an infidel, ufed to laugh
at this circumftance in Mahomet’s life, as what was al-
together impoffible and abfurd: but converfing one day
with a great doflor in the law, who had the gift of
working miracles, the doctor told him he would quick-
ly convince him of the truth of this paflfage in the hif-
tory of Makomet, if he would confent to do what he
would defire of him. Upen this the fultan was di-
rected to place himfelf by a huge tub of water, which
he did accordingly ; and as he ftood by the tub amidfta
circle of his great men, the holy man bid him plunge his

Lz head
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head into the water, and draw it up again. Theking
accordingly thruft his head into the water, and at
the fame time found himfelf at the foot of 2 mountain
ona fea-thore. The king immediately began to ‘rage
againt his doctor for this piece of treachery and witch~
eraft ; but at length, knowing it was in vain to be an-
gry, he fet himfelf to think on proper methods for get-
ting a livelihood inthis ftrange country. Accordingly
he applied himfelf to fome people whom he faw at
work in a neighbouring wooed : thefe people conduéted
him to a town that ftood at 2 little diftance from the
wood, where, after fome adventures, he married a2 wo-
man of great beauty and fortune. He lived with this
woman fo long that he had by her feven fons and
feven daughters. He was afterwards reduced to
great want, and forced to think of plying in the
{ireets as a porter for his livelihood. One day as he was
walking alone by the fea-fide, being feized with many
melancholy reflections upon his former and his prefent
{late of life, which had raifed a fit of devotion in him,
he threw off his cloaths with a defign to wafh himfelf,
according to the cuftom of the Mahometans, before
he faid his prayers.

After his firft plunge into the fea, he no fooner raif-
ed his head above the water but he found himfelf
{tanding by the fide of the tube, with the great men
of his court abeut him, and the holy man at his fide.
He immediately upbraided his teacher for having fent
him on fuch a courfe of adventures, and betrayed him
into fo long a ftate of mifery and fervitude ; but was
wonderfully furprifed when he heard that the ftate he
talked of was only a dream and delufion ; that he had
not flirred from the place where he then ftood ; and
that he had only dipped his head into the water, and
immediately taken it ont again.

The Mahometan do€tor took this occafion of inftruc-
ting the fultan, that nothing wasimpoflible with God ;
and that HE, with whom a thoufand years are but as
one day, can, if he pleafes, make a fingle day, nay, a
fingle moment, appear to any of his creatures as a
thoufand, years.

I fhall
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I fhall leave my reader to compare thefe Eaftern
fables with the notions of thefe two great philofophers
whom I have quoted in this Paper; and thall ‘only,
by way of application, defire him to confider how we
may extend life beyond its natural dimenfions, by
zlipplymg ourfelves diligently to the purfmts of know-
edge
he hours of a wife man are lengthened by his'i-
deas, as thofe of a fool are by his paffions. The time
of the one is !ong, becaufe he does not know what to
do with it; fo is that of the other, becaufe he diftin-
guifhes every moment of it with ufeful or amuﬁng
thoughts ; or, in other words, becaufe the one is always
withing it away, and the other always enjoying it.
How different is the view of paft life, in the man
who is grown old in knowledge and wifdom, from that
of him who is grown old in ignorance and folly ! The
latter is like the owner of a barren country that fills
his eye with the profpe¢t of naked hills and plains,
which produce nothing either profitable or ornamen-
tal; the other beholds a beautiful and fpacious land-
feape divided into delightful gardens, green meadows,
fruitful fields, and can fcarce caft his eye on a fingle
fpot of his poffeffions, that is not covered with fome
beautiful plant or flower.

Friday, June 22, 1711 %,

Tania eft querendi cura decoris.

Juy. Sat. vi. oo,
¢ So [tudioufly their perfons they adorn.?

HERE is not fo variable a thing in nature as a
lady’s head drefs. Within my own memory I

have known it rife and fall above thirty degrees. A-
bout ten years ago it thot up to a very great height,
* No. g¢8. ing-
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infomuch that the female part of our fpecies were much
taller then the men., The women were of fuch an en-
ormous flature, that  we appeared as grafhopperabe-
“fore them :” At prefent the whole fex is in 2 man-
ner dwarfed and fhrunk inte a race of beauties that
feems almoft another fpecies. I remember feveral la-
dies, who were once very near feven foot high, that at
prefent want fome inches of five. How theycame to be
thus curtailed I cannot learn; whether the whole {fex
be at prefent under any penance which we know no-
thing of, or whether they have cait their head-drefies
in order to farprife us with fomething in that kind
which fhall be entirely new: or whether fome of the
talleft of the fex, being too cunning for the reft, have
contrived this method to make themfelves appear fize-
able, is ftill a fecret ; though I find moft are of opinioa
they are at prefent like trees new lopped and pruned,
that will certainly fprout up and flourifh with greater
heads than before, Formy own part,as I donot love
to be infulted by women who are taller than myfelf, I
admire the fex much more in their prefent humilia-
tion, which has reduced them to their natural dimen-
fions, than when they had extended their perfons and
Iengthcned themfelves out into formidable and gigan-
tic figures. I am not for adding to the beautiful edifices
of nature, nor for raifing any whimfical fuperftruture
upon her plans: I muft therefore repeat it, that I am
highly pleafed with the coiffure now in fathion, and
think it fhews the good fenfe which at prefent very
much reigns among the valuable part of the fex. One
may obferve, that women in all ages have taken more
pains than men to adorn the outfide of their heads;
and indeed I very much admire, that thofe female ar-
chitefls, who raife fuch wonderful firufures out of
ribbands, lace, and wire, have not been recorded
for their refpedtive inventions. It is certain there has
been as many orders in thefe kinds of building, as in
thofe which have been made of marble. Sometimes
they rife in the fhape of a pyramid, fometimes like a
tower, and fometimes like a fteeple. In Juvenal’s

ume
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time the building grew by feveral orders and flories,
as he has very humoroufly defcribed it. '

Tot premit ovdinibus, tot adbue compagibus altum
- Bdificat caput : Andromachen a fronte videbis :
Poft minor eff : aliam credas——————

Juv. Sat. vi. 501.

¢ With curlson curls they build their head before,
¢ And mount it with a formidable tow’r : :
¢ A oiantefs the feems ; but look behind,

¢« And then fhe dwindles to the pigmy kind.

DRYDEN.

But I do not remember in any part of my reading;
that the head-drefs afpired tofo great an extravagance
as in the fourteenth century'; when it was built up in
a couple of cones or fpires, which ftood fo exceffively
high on each fide of the head, that a woman, who
was but a Pygmy without her head-drefs, appeared like
a Coloffus upon putting iton. Monfieur Paradin fays,
¢ That thefe old-fathioned fontanges rofe an ell above
¢ the head : that they were pointed like fieeples, and
¢ had long loofe pieces of crape faftened to the tops of
¢ them, which were curioufly fringed, and hung down
¢ their backs like ftreamers.’
+ The women might poffibly have carried this Gothic
building much higher, had not a famous monk, Tho-
mas Conneéte by name, attacked it with great zeal and
refolution. This holy man travelled from place to
place to preach down this monftrons commode; and
fucceeded fo well in it, that, as the magicians facrificed
their books to the flames upon the preaching of an a-
poftle, many of the women threw down their head-
dreffes in the middle of his fermon, and made a bone-
fire of them within fight of the pulpit. He was fo re-
nowned, as well for the fan&tity of his life as his man-
ner of preaching, that he had often a congregation of
twenty thoufand Fec;ple; the men placing themfelves
on the one fide of his pulpit, and the women on the
: other,
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other, that appeared (to ufe the fimilitude of 4ninggs
nious writer) like a foreft of cedars with their heads
reaching to the clouds, He fo warmed and animated
the people againft this monftrous ofnament, that it lay
under a kind of perfecution ; and whenever it appear-
ed in public was pelted down by the rabble, who flung
ftones at the perfons that wore it. But notwithftanding
this prodigy vanifhed while the preacher was among
them, itbegan to appear again fome months after his de-
parture, or, to tell it in Monfieur Paradin’s own words,
¢ The women that, like fnails, in a fright, had drawn
¢ in their horns, fhot them out again as foon as the
¢ danger was over” This extravagance of the wo-
men’s head-drefles in that age is taken notice of by
Monfieur d’Argentré in his hiftory of Bretagne, and by
other hiftorians, as well as the perfon I have here
quoted.

It is ufually obferved, that a good reign is the only
proper time for making of laws againit the exorbitance
of power; in the fame manner an exceflive head-drefs
may be attacked the moft effeCtually when the fafhion
is againft it. I do therefore recommend this Paper to
my female readers by way of prevention.

I would defire the fair fex to confider how impoffi-
ble it is for them to add any thing that can be orna-
mental to what is already the mafter-piece of nature.
The head has the moft beautiful appearance, as well as
the higheft ftation, in a2 human figure. Nature has
laid out all her art in beautifying the face; the hag
touched it with vermilion, planted in it a double row
of ivory, made it the feat of {miles and blufhes, light«
ed it up and enlivened it with the brightnefs of the
eyes, hung it on each fide with curious organs of fenfe,
given it airs and graces that cannot be defcribed, and
furrounded it with fuch a flowing fhade of hair as fets
all its beauties in the moft agreeable light. In fhort,
fhe feems to have defigned the head as the cupola to
the moft glorious of her works; and when we load it
with fuch a pile of fupernumerary ornaments, we def-
troy the fymmetry of the human figure, and foolifhly

con-
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contrive to call off the eye from great and real beau-
ties, to childith gewgaws, ribbands, and bone-lace.

Saturday, June 23, 1711 %,

Turpi fecornis boneflun.

Hor. 1 Sat. vi, 63.

“ You know to fix the bounds of right and wrong.”

T HE club, of whichI have often declared myfelf a

member, were laft night engaged in a difcourfe
upon that which pafles for the chief point of honour
among men and women; and flarted a great many
hints upon the fubje&, which I thought were entirely
new. Ifhall therefore methodize the feveral reflec-
tions that arofe upon this occafion, and prefent my
reader with them for the Speculation of this day ; after
having premifed, that if there is any thing in this Pa-
per which feems to differ with any paffage of laft
Thurfday’s, the reader will confider this as the fenti-
ments of the club, and the other as my own private
thoughts, or rather thofe of Pharamond.

The great point of henour in men is Courage, and
in women, Chaftity. Ifa man lofes hishonour in one
rencounter, it is not impofiible for him to regain it in
another : a {lip in a2 woman’s honour is irrecoverable.
1 can give no reafon for fixing the point of honour to
thefe two qualities, unlefs it be, that each fex fets the
greateft value on the qualification which renders them
the moft amiable in the eyes of the contrary fex. Had
men chofen for themfelves, without regard to the opi-
nions of the fair fex, I {thould believe the choice would
have fallen on wifdom or virtue ; or had women deter-
mined their own point of honour, it is probable that
wit or good-nature would have carried it againft chaf-
tity.

Vor. II. Mo 7 * No.igo. Nothing
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Nothing recommends a man more to the female fex-
than Courage ; whether it be that they are pleafed to
fee one who is a terror to others fall like a flave at
their feet, or that this quality fupplies their own princi-
pal defect, in guarding them from infults, and avenging
their quarrels, orthat ceurage is anatural indication of
a {trong and {prightly conflitution. On the other fide,
nothing makes a woman more efteemed by the oppofite
fex than. Chaftity ; whether it be that we always prize
thofe moft who are hardeftto come at, or that nothing,
befides chaftity, with its collateral attendants, truth, fi-
delity and conftancy, gives the man a property in the
perfon he loves, and confequently endears her to him
above all thlngs

I am very much pleafed with a paflage in the in-
{eription on a monument erefted .in Weitminfier-Ab-
bey to the late duke and dutchefs of Newcaftle. ¢ Her
£ name was Margaret Lucas, youngeit fifter to the
¢ lord Lucas of Colchefter; a noble family, for all the
£ brothers were valiant, and all the fifters virtucus.”

In becks of chivalry, thrc the point of ltonour is
{firained to madnefs, the whole {tory runs on chaftity
and courage. The damiel is mounted on a white pal-
frey, as an emblem of her innocence; and, to avoid
{candal, muft have a dwarf for her page. She is not
to think of a man, until fome misfortune has brought
a knight-errantto her relief. The knight falls in love,
and did not gratitude reftrain her from murdering her
deliverer, would die at her feet by her difdain. How-
ever, he muft wafte many years in the defert, before
her yirgin-heart can thinkof a furrender, The knight
goes off, attacks every thing he meets that is bigger
and ﬂrongﬁr than himfelf, “feeks all opportumt;es of
being knocked on the head, and after feven years ram-
bling returns to his mlftrt,ﬁ,, whofc chaftity has been
attacked in. the mean time by giants and tyrants, and
undergone as many trials as her lover’s valonr.

In Spain, where there are {till great remains of this
romantic humour, it is a tranfporting favour for a la-
dy to caft an accidental glance on her lover, from a
window, though it be two or three flories high ; as it

is
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#s -nfual for the lover to-affert his paffion for his mif-
trefs, in fingle combat with a mad bull.

The great violation of the point of honour from
man to man, is giving the lye. Onemay tell another
he whores, drinks, blafphemes, and it -may pafs unre-
dented; but to fay he lyes, though but in jeft, is an
-affront that nothing but blood can expiate. The rea-
fon perhaps may be, becaufe no other vice implies a
want of courage fo much as the making of a lye ; and
therefore telling a man he lyes, is tonching him in the
moft fenfible part of honour, and indirectly calling him
a Coward. I cannot omit under this head what He-
rodotus tells us-of the ancient Perfians, That from the
age of five years to twenty they inflruct their fons on-
ly in three things, to manage the horfe; to make ufe
.of the bow, and to {peak truth.

The placing the point of honour in this falfe kind
of courage, has given occafion to the very refufe of
mankind, who have neither virtue nor common fenfe,
tofetup for men of honour. An Englifh peer, who
has not been long dead, ufed to tell a pleafant ftory of
a French gentleman that vifited him early one morning
at Paris, and, after great profeflions of refpect, let him
know that he had it in his power to oblige him ; which,
in fhort; amounted to this, that he believed he could
tell his lordfhip the perfon’s name who juftled him as
he came out from'the opera; but before he would pro-
ceed, he begged his lordfhip that he would not deny
him the honour of making him his fecond. The Eng-
1ith lord, to avoid being drawn into a very foolith affair,
told him, that he was under engagements for his two
next duels to a couple of particular friends. Upon
which the gentleman immediately withdrew, hoping
his lordfhip would not take it ill if he meddled no
farther in an affair from whence he himfelf was to re-
ceive no advantage. :

The beating down this falfe notion of honour, in fo
vain and lively a people as thofe of France, is deferved-
ly looked upon as one of the moft glorious parts of
their prefent king’s reign. . It is pity but the punifh,
ment of thefe mifthievous notions fhould have in it

- "M 2 {ome
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fome particular circumftances of fhame and infamy;
that thofe who are flaves to them mayjfee, that, inftead
of advancing their reputations, they lead them to igno-
miny and difhonour.

Death is not fufficient to deter men who make it
their glory to defpife it ; but if every one that fought
a duel were to ftand in the pillory, it would quickly
leflen the number of thefe imaginary men ‘'of honour,
and put an end to fo abfurd a pradtice.

‘When honour is a fupport to virtuous principles, and
runs parallel with the laws of God and our country, it
cannot be too much cherifhed and encouraged: but
when the diftates of honour are contrary to thofe of
religion and equity, they are the greateft depravations
of human nature, by giving wrong ambitions and falfe
ideas of what is good and laudable ; and fhould theres
fore be exploded by all governments, and driven out
as the bane and plague of human fociety.

Tuefday, June 26, 1711%,

Romulus, & liber pater, &' cum Caflore Pollux,
Poft ingentia falla, deorum in templa recepti ;
Dum terras hominumque colunt genus, afpera bella
Componunt, agros affignant, oppida condunt ;
Ploravere fuis non refpondere favorem

Speratummeritis ; Hor. 2 Ep. 1. 5.

IMmrTaTED. |
¢¢ Edward and Henry, now the boaft of fame,
¢ And virtuous Alfred, a more facred name,
¢ After a life of generous toils endur'd,
¢ The Gaul {fubdu’d, or property fecur’d,
« Ambition humbled, mighty cities ftorm’d,
« Or laws eftablifh’d, and the world reform’d 3
¢ Clos’d their long glories with a figh, to find
¢ Th’ unwilling gratitude of bafe mankind.”  Porz,

“ ENSURE, fays a late ingenious author, is the
& tax a man pays to the public for being emi-
*No 101, nent.”
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ment.” Ttisa folly for an eminent man to think of
efcaping it, and a weaknefs to be affe¢ted with it.
All the illuftrious perfons of antiquity, and indeed of
every age in the world, have pafled through this
fiery perfecution. There is no defence againft re-
proach but obfcurity; it is a kind of concomitant to
greatnefs, as fatires and invectives were an eflential
part of a Roman triumph. '

If men of eminence are expofed to cenfure on one
hand, they are as much liable to flattery on the other.
If they receive reproaches which are not due to them,
they likewife receive praifes which they do not deferve,
In a word, the man in a high poft is nevetr regarded
with an indifferent eye, but always confidered as a
friend or an enemy. For this reafon, perfons in great
ftations have feldom their true charater drawn till
feveral years after their deaths. Their perfonal friend-
thip and enmities ‘muft ceafe, and the parties they
were engaged in be at an end, before their faults or
their virtues can have juftice done them. When wri-
ters have the leaft opportunities of knowingthe truth,
they are in the beft difpofition to tell it. ;

It is therefore the privilege of pofterity to adjuft
the characters of illuftrious perfons, and to fet matters
right between thofe antagonifis, who by their rivalry
for greatnefs divided a whole age into fations. We
can now allow Czfar to be a great man, without dero-
gating from Pompey ; and celebrate the virtues of Ca-
to, without detraéting from thofe of Cfar. Every one
that has been long dead has a due proportion of praife

. allotted him, in which, whilit he lived, his friends were
too profufe, and his enemies too fparing.

According to Sir Ifaac Newton’s calculations, the
laft comet that made its appearance in 1680, imbibed
fo much heat by its approaches to the fun, that it
would have been two thoufand times hotter than red
hot iron, had it been a globe of that metal ; and that
fuppofing it as big as the earth, and at the fame dif-
tance from the fun, it would be fifty thoufand years
in cooling, before it recovered its natural teinper. In
like manner, if an Englifhman confiders the great fer.

meng
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sment ifto which our political world is thrown at pre=
fent; and how intenfely itis heated in all its par;s,__ha
cannot fuppofe that it will cool again in lefs than

three hundred years. In fuch a tratof time itis .

poflible that the heats of the prefent age may be ex-
tinguifhed, and our feveral claffes of great men  repre-
fented under their proper. charalters. Seme eminent
hiftorian may then probably arife that will not-write
recentibus-odits (as Tacitus exprefies it,) with the pa{i
fions;and prejudices of a contemporary author, but
make an impartial diftribution of fame among the
great men of the prefent age.

I cannot forbear entertaining myfelf very often with
the idea of fuch an imaginary hiftorian deferibing the
reign of ANNE the Firft, and introducing it with
a preface to his reader, that he is now entering up-
on the moft thining part of ‘the Englifth flory. The
great rivals in fame will be then diftinguifhed accord-
ing to their refpeftive merits, and thine in their pro-
per points of light. Such an one (fays the hiftorian,)
though varioufly reprefented by the writers of his own
age, appears to have been’a man of more then ordi-
nary abilities, great application, and wncommon inte-
grity : nor ‘was Such an one (though of an oppofite
party and intereft) inferior to him in any of thefe ref~
peéts.  The feveral antagonifts who now endeavour to
depreciate one another, and are celebrated or traduced
by different parties, will then have the fame body of
admirers, and appear illuftrions in the opinion of the
whole Britifh nation. The deferving man, who can
now recommend himfelf to the efteem of but half his
countrymen, will then receive the approbations and
applaufes of a whole age.

Among the feveral perfons that flourith in this glo:
rious reign, there is no queftion but fuch a future hif~
torian, as the perfon of whom I am fpeaking, will
smake mention of the men of genius and learning, wha
have now any figure in the Britith nation. For my
own part, I often flatter myfelf with the honourable
snention which will then be made of me; and have

«lrawn up a paragraph in my own imagination, that I °

fansy
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faney will not be altogether unlike what will be found
in fome page'or other of this imaginary hiftorian.

It was under this reign, fays he, chat the Spectator
publifhed thofe little diurnal effays which are fiill ex-
tant. - We know very little of the name or perfon of
this author,-except only that he was a4 man of-a very
thort face, extremely addited to filence, and fo great
a lover of knowledge, that he made a voyage toGrand
Cairo for: no other reaion but to take the meafure of
a pyramid. His chief friend was one Sir Roger de

- Coverley, a whimfical country knight, and a templar,
whofe name he has not tranfmitted to us. He lived
as' a lodger at the houfe of 2 widew-woman, and was
a great humorift in all parts of his life. This is alk
we can affirm with any certainty of his perfon and
¢harafter. #s for his Speculations, notwithftanding
the feveral obfolete words and obfcure phrafes of the
age in which he lived, we ftill underftand enough of

. them to {eé the diverfions and characters of the Engs

Jith nation in his time: not but that we are to make

allowance for the mirth and humour of the author,
who has doubtlefs flrained many reprefentations of
things beyond the truth, For if we interpret his
words in* their literal’ meaning, we muft fuppofe that
women of the firft quality ufed to pafs away whole

morninFs at a puppet-ihow : that they attefted their .

principles by their patches': that an audience would

fit out an evening to hear a dramatical performance
written in a language which they did not underftand =
that chairs and flower-pots were introduced as actors
upon the Britilh ftage : that a promifcuous aflembly:
of men and women were allowed to meet at midnight
in mafks within the verge. of the court: with many,
improbabilities of the like nature. We muft therefore,
in thefe and the like cafes, fuppefe that thefe remote
hiiits and allufions aimed 4t fome certain follies whichs
were then in vogue, and which at prefent we have

* not any netion of.. We may guefs. by feveral paflages

in the Speculations, that there were writers who en~

deavoured to detriét from the works of this author 3

- but as n.oﬁing of this nature is come down to us, we

y cannokt
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cannot guels at any objections that could be made to
his Paper. 1f we confider his ftile with that indul-
gence which we muft thew to old Englith writers, or
if we look into the variety of his fubjeéts, .with thofe
feveral critical differtations, moral refleftions, . «

The following part of the paragraph is fo much to
my advantage, and beyond any thing I can pretend
to, that I hope my reader will excufe me for not in-
ferting it.

Wednefday, June 27, 1711.

Lufus anime delbent aliquandy dari, .
Ad cogitandum melior ut redeat fibi.
Phzdr. Fab. xiv. 3.

% The mind ought fometimes to be diverted, that it may
¢ return the berter to thinking.”

fatire upon coquettes, or a reprefentation of their
everal fantaftical accomplithments, or what other title
to give it; but as it is I jhall communicate it to the
public. It will fufficiently explain its own intentions,
1o that I fhall give it my reader at length without
either preface or poftfcript.

J DO not knowwhether to call the following letter a

¢ Mr SpEcTATOR,

¢ OMEN are armed with fans as men with
¢ {fwords, and fometimes-do more execution
¢ with them. To the end therefore that ladies may
¢ be entire miftrefles of the weapon which they bear,
¢ 1 have erefted an acad¢my for the training up of
¢ young women in the exercife of the fan, according

* No. 102. il 0
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to the moft fathionable airs and motions that are
now practifed at court. The ladies who carry fans
under me are drawn up twice a-day in my great
hall, where they are infiruéted in the ufe of their
arms, and exercifed by the following words of eom-
mand :

¢ Handle your Fans,

* Unfurl your Fans,

¢ Difcharge your Fans,
¢ Ground your Fans,
¢ Recover your Fans,
¢ Flutter your Fans.

By the right obfervation of thefe few plain words of
command, a woman of a tolerable genius, who will
anly herfelf diligently to her exercife for the {pace
of but one halfyear, fhall be able to give her fan alt
the graces that can poffibly enter into that little mo»
difh machine:

¢ But to the end that my reéaders may form to thém-
felves a right notion of this exercife, I beg leave to
explain it to them in allits parts. When my female
regiment is drawn up in array, with every one her
weapon in her hand, upon my giving the word to
Handle their Fans, each of them fhakes her fan at
me with a {mile, then gives her right-hand woman
a tap upon her fhoulder; then prefles her lips with
the extremity of her fan, then lets her arms fall in an
cafy motion, and ftands in a readinefs to receive the
next word of command. All this is done with a
clofe fan, and is generally learned in the firft week.
¢ The next motion is that of Unfurling the Fan,
in which are comprehended feveral little flirts and vi=

-brations, as alfo gradual and deliberate openings,

with many voluntary fallings afunder in the fan it:
felf, that are feldom learned under a month’s prac-
tice. This part of the Exercife pleafes the Specta-' .
tors more than any other, as it difcovers on a fudden
an infinite number of cupids, garlands, altars, birds,
beafls, rainbows, and the like agrecable. figures, that
VoL, IL N ¢ difplay
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difplay themfelves to view, whilft every onein the
regiment holds a picture in her hand.

¢ Upon my giving the word to Difcharge theirFans,
they give one general crack, that they may be heard
at a confiderable diftance when the wind fits fair.
This is one of the moft difficult parts of their exer-
cife ; butI have feveral ladies with me, who, at their
fir{t entrance, could not give a pop loud enough to
be heard at the farther end of a room, who can
now Difcharge a Fan in fuch 2 manner, that it thall
make a report like a pocket-piftol. T have likewife
taken care (in order to hinder young women from
letting off their fans in wrong places or unfuitable
occafions) to thew upon what fubje¢t the crack of a
fan may come in properly: I have likewife invented
a fan, with which a girl of fixteen, by the help of a

little wind, which is inclofed about one of the largeft

fticks, can make as loud a crack as a woman of fifty

~with an ordinary fan.

¢ When the fans are thus difcharged, the word of
command in courfe is to Ground their Fans. This
teaches a lady to quit her fan gracefully when fhe
throws it afide in order to take up a pack of cards,
adjuft a curl of hair, replace a falling pin, or apply
herfelf to any other matter of importance. This
part of the Exercife, as it only confifts in tofing a
fan with an air upon a long table (which ftands by

 for that purpofe,) may be learned in two days time

as well as a twelvemonth.
¢ When my female regiment is thus difarmed, I ge-

“ nerally let them walk about the room for fome time;

when on a fudden (like ladies that look upon their
watches aftera long vifit) they all of them hafien to
their arms, catech them up in a hurry, and place
themfelves in their proper flations upon my ealiing
out Recover your Fans. This part of the Exercife
is not difficult, provided a woman applies her thoughts

-to it.

¢ The Fluttering of the Fan is the laft, and indeed
the mafter-piece of the whole Exercife ; but ifa la-
dy does not mifpend her umc, the may make herfelf

¢ miftrefs
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SPECTATOR. 59
miftrefs of it in three months. I generally lay afide
the dog-days, and the hot time of the fummer, for
the teaching this part of the Exercife; for as foon as
ever I pronounce * Flutter your Fans,” the place is
filled with fomany zephyrs and gentle breezes as are
very refrefliing in that feafon of the year, though
they might be dangerous to ladies of a tender con-
ftitution in any other.
¢ There is an infinite variety of motions to be made
ufe of in the Flutter'of a Fan. There is the angry
flutter, the modeft flutter, the timorous flutter, the
confufed: flutter, the merry flutter, and the amorous
flutter. Not to be tedious, there is fcarce any emo-
tion in the mind which does not produce a fuitable
agitation in the fan ; infomuch, that if Lonly fee the
fan of a difciplined lady, I know very well whether
fhe laughs, frowns, or bluthes. I have feen a fan
fo very angry, that it would have been dangerous
for the abfent lover who provoked it to have come
within the wind of it; and at other times fo very
languithing, that I have been glad for the lady’s
fake the lover was at a fufficient diftance from it. I
need not add, that a fan is either a prude or co-
quette, accmdmg to the nature of the perfon who
bears it. To conclude my letter, I muft acquaint
you, that I have from my own obfervations compiled a
little treatife for the ufe of my fcholars, intitled, The
Paflions of the Fan : which I will communicate to
you, if you think it may be of ufe to the public. I
thall have a general review on Thurfday next ; to
which you fhall be very welcome if you will honour
it with your prefence, I am, &Fe.

¢ P. ST teack young gentlemen the whole art of
gallanting a Fan.’

¢ N. B. I have feveral little plain fans made for this
ufe, to avoid expence.’ _

N2 Saturdays
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Saturday, June 30, 1711%.

——1d arbitror
Adprime in vita effe uiile, ne quid nimis.
Ter. Andr. Aé. 1. Sc. 1.

¢ T take it to be a principle r-le of life, not to be too
¢ much addiéted to any one thing."”

Y friend Will. Honeycomb values himfelf very

much upon what he calls the knowledge cof
mankind, which has coft him many difafters in his
youth; for Will, reckons every misfortune that he has
met with among the women, and every rencounter a-
mong the men, as parts of his education ; and fancies
he fhould never have been the man he is, had not he
broke windows, knocked down conftables, difturbed
honeft people with his midnight ferenades, and beat
up a lewd woman’s quarters, when he was a young
fellow. The engaging in adventures of this nature
‘Will. calls the ftudying of mankind; and terms this
knowledge of the town the knowledge of the world.
‘Will. ingenuouily confefles, that for half his life his
head ached every morning with reading of men over-
night ; and at prefent comforts himfelf under certain
pains which he endures from time to time, that with-

i ¢ out them he could not have been acquainted with the

gallantries of the age. This Will. looks upon as the
lea.mmg of a gentleman, and regards all other kinds of
fcience as the accomplifhments of one whom he - calls
a fcholar, a bookifh man, or a philofopher.

For thefe reafons Will. fthines in mixed company,
where he has the difcretion not to goout ofhis depth,
and has often a certain way of making his real igno-
rance appear a feeming one. Our club, however, has
frequently caught him tripping, at which times they
never {pare him. For as Will, often infults us with
his knowledge of the town, we fometimes take our
revenge upon him by our knowledge of books.

* No, 105. He
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He was laft week producing two or three letters
which he writ in his youth to a coquette lady. The
raillery of them was natural, and well enough for a
mere man of the town ; but, very unluckily, feveral of
the words were wrong fpelt. 'Will. laughed this off
at firft as well as he could ; but finding himfelf puth-
ed on all fides, and efpecially by the Templar, he told
us with a little paflion, that he never liked pedantry
in fpelling, and that he fpelt like a gentleman, and
not like a fcholar : Upon this Will. had recourfe to his
old topic of fhewing the narrow-fpiritednefs, the pride,
and ignorance of pedants; which he carried fo far,
that, upon my retiring to my lodgings, I could not for-
bear throwing together {uch refle@tions as occurred to
me upon that fubject.

A man who has been brought up among books, and
is able to talk of nothing elfe, is a very indifferent
companion, and what we call a Pedant. But, methinks,
we fhould enlarge the title, and give it every one that
does not know how to think out of his profeflion and
particular way of life. ;

What is a greater pedant than a mere man of the
town? Bar him the play-houfes, a catalogue of the
reigning beauties, and an account of a few fathionable
diftempers that have befallen him, and you ftrike him
dumb. How many a pretty gentleman’s knowledge
lies all within the verge of the court ! He will tell you
the names of the principal favourites, repeat the threwd
fayings of a man of quality, whifper an intrigue that
is not yet blown upon by common fame; or, if the
fphere of his obfervations is a little larger than ordin-
ary, will perhaps enter into all the incidents, turns,
and revolutions in a game of ombre. 'When he has
gone thus far, he has thewn you the whole circle of his
accomplifhments, his parts are drained, and he is dif-
abled from any farther converfation, What arg thefe
but rank pedants ? and yet thefe are the men who va-
lue themfelves moft on their exemption from the pe-
dantry of colleges.

I might here mention the military pedant, who al-
ways talks in a camp, and is ftorming towas, mfiki]ng

odg=
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lodgments and fighting battles from one end of the
year to the other. ILvery thing he fpeaks finells of
gunpowder ; if you take away his artillery from him,
he has not a word to fay for himfelf. I might like-
wife mention the law-pedant, that is perpetually put
ting cafes, repeating the tranfadtions of Weftminfter-
hall, wrangling with you upon the moft indifferent
circumftances of life, and not to be convinced of the
diftance of a place, or in the moft trivial paint of con-
verfation, but by dint of argument. The ftate-pedant
is wrapt up in news, and loft in politics. If you men-
tion either of the kings of Spain or Poland, he talks
very notably ; but if you go out of the Gazette, you
drop him. 1In fhort, a mere courtier, a mere foldier,
a mere fcholar, a mere any thing, is an infipid pedan-
. tic charaéter, and equally ridiculous.

Of all the fpecies-of pedants which I have mention-
ed, the beok-pedant is much the moft fupportable ; he
- has at leaft an exercifed underftanding, and a head
which is full, though confufed ; {o that a man who con-
verfes with him may often receive from him hints of
things that are worth knowing, and whathe may pof-
fibly turn to his own advantage; though they are of
little ufe to the owner. The worft kind of pedants a-
mong learned men, are fuch’as are naturally endued
with a very fmall {hare of common fenfe, and have
read a great number of books without tafte or diftinc-
tion.

The truth of it is, learning, like travelling, and all
other methods of improvement, as it finifhes good fenfe,
fo it makes a filly man ten thoufand times more in-
fufferable, by fupplying variety of matter to his im-
pertinence, and giving him an opportunity of abound-
ng in abfurdities,

Shallow pedants cry up one another much more
than xﬁen of folid and ufeful learning. To read the
titles they give an editor, or collator of a manufcript,
you would take him for the glory of the common-
wealth of letters, and the wonder of his age; when per-
haps upon examination you find that he has only rec-

. tified
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tified 2 Greek particle, or laid out a whol‘e fentence in
 proper cominas.

They are obliged indesd to be thus lavifh of their
praifes, that they may keep one another in countenance ;
and it is no wonder if a great deal of knowledge, which
is not capable of making a man wife, has a natural
tendency to make him vain and arrogant.

- Monday, July 2, v711*.

——————Hine tibi copia
Manabit ad plenun, benigno
Rauris bonorum spulenta cornu.

Hor. 1. Od. xvii. 14

¢ Here Plenty’s liberal horn thall pour
¢ Of fruits for thee a copious fhow’r,
¢ Rich honours of the quiet plain.””

AVING often received an invitation from mgy
H friend Sir Roger de Coverley to pafs away 2
month with him in the country, I laft week accom-
panied him thither, and am fettled with him for fome
time at his country-houfe, where I intend to form
feveral of my enfuing Speculations. Sir Roger, who
is very well acquainted with my humour, lets me rife
and go to bed when I pleafe, dine at his own table or
in my chamber as I think fit, fit fill and fay nothing
without bidding me be merry. When the gentlemen
of the country come to fee him, he only thews me at
a diftance. As I-have been walking in his fields, T
have obferved them ftealing a fight of me over a hedge,
and have heard the knight defiring them no*a let
me fee them, for that I hated to be ftared at.

I am the more at eafe in Sir Roger’s family, becaufe
it confifts of fober and ftaid perfons; foras theknight
is the beft mafler in the world, he feldom changes his
fervants ; and as he is beloved by all about lum, his

; * No 106. fervants
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{ervants never care for leaving him ; by this means his
domeftics are all in years, and grown old with their
mafter. You would take his walet de chambre for his
brother, his butler is gray-headed, his groom is one of
the graveft men that I have ever feen, and his coach-
man has the looks of a privy-counfellor. You fee the
goodnefs of the mafter even in the old houfe-dog, and
in a grey pad that is kept in the ftable with great care
and tendernefs out of regard to his paft fervices, tho’
he has been ufelefs for feveral years.

I could not but obferve with a great deal of pleafure
the joy that appeared in the countenances of thefe ans
cient domeftics upon my friend’s arrival at his country-
feat. Some of them could not refrain from tears at
the fight of their old mafter ; every one of them pref-
fed forward to do fomething for him, and feemed dif-
couraged if they were not employed. At the fame
time, the good old knight, with a mixture of the father
and mafter of the family, tempered the inquiries after
this own affairs with feveral kind queftions relating to
themfelves.. This humanity and good nature engages
every body to him, fo that when he is pleafant upon
any of them, all his family are in good humour, and
mone fo much as the perfon whom he diverts him-
felf with; on the contrary, if he coughs, or betrays

/any infirmity of old age, it is ealy for a ftander-by to
obferve afecret concern in the looks of all his fervants.

My worthy friend has put me under the particular

-~care of his butler, who is a very prudent man, and,

~as well as the reft of his fellow-fervants, wonderfully
defirous of pleafing me, becaufe they have often heard
their mafter talk of me as of his particular friend.

My chief companion, when Sir Roger is diverting
himfelf in the woods or the fields, is a very venerable
man, who is ever with Sir Roger, and has lived at his
houfegin the nature of a chaphin above thirty years.
This “gentleman is a perfon of good fenfe and fome
learning, of a very regular life and obliging converfa-
tion: he heartily loves Sir Roger, and knows that he
is very much in theold knight’sefteem, fo that he lives
in the family rather asa relation than a dependent.

I have
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I have obferved in feveral of my Papers, that my
friend Sir Roger, amidftall his good qualities, is fome-
thing of a humorift ; and that his virtues, as well as his
imperfections, are as it were tinged by a certain extra-
vagance, which makes them particularly his, and dif~
tinguifhes them frem thofe of other men. This caft
of mind, as it is generally very innocent in itfelf, fo
it renders his converfatien highly agreeable, and more
delightful than the fame degree of fenfe and virtue
would appear in their common and ordinary colours.
As I'was walking with him laft night, he afked
me how Idiked the good man whom 1 have juft now
mentiened ? and without ftaying for my anfwer, told
me, that he was afraid of being infulted with Latin
and Greek at his own table; for which reafon he de=
fired a particular friend of his at the univerfity to find
him out a clergyman rather of plain fenfe than much
learning, of a good afpe&, a clear woice, a fociable tem-

er, and, if poflible, a man that underftoed a little of

ck-gammon. My friend, fays Sir Roger, found me
out this gentleman, who, befides the endowments re-
quired of him, is, they tell me,a good fcholar, though
he does not thew it. Ihave given him the parfonage
of the parifh; and becaufe I know his value, have fet-
tled upon him a good annuity for life. If he outlives
me, he fhall find that-he was higher in my efteem
than perhaps he thinks he is. He has now been with
me thirty years ; and though he does not know I have
taken notice of it, has never in all that time afked any
thing of me for himfelf, though he has every day fo-
licited me for fomething in behalf of one or other of
my tenants his parifhioners. There has not been a
law-fuit in the parifh fince he has lived among them:
if any difpute arifes, they apply themfelves to him for
the decifion ; if they do not acquiefcein his judgment,
which I think never happened above once or twice at
moft, they appeal to me. At his firft fettling with
me, I made him a prefent of all the good fermons
which have been printed in Englifh, and only begged
of him, that every Sunday he would pronounce one of
them in the pulpit, Accordingly, he has digefted

Vor. IL ‘ 0O them
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them into fuch a feries, that they follow one another
naturally, and make a continued fyftem of pradtical
Divinity. .

As Sir Roger was going on in his ftory, the gentle~
man we were talking of came up to us ; and upon the
knight's afking him who preached to-merrow (for it
was Saturday night) told us, the Bifhop of St Afaph
in the morning, and Dr South in the afternoon. He
then fhewed us his lift of preachers for the whole year,
where I faw with a great deal of pleafure Archbithop
Tillotfon, Bifhop Saunderfon, Dr Earrow, Dr Calamy,
with feveral living authors, who have publifhed dif~
courfes of pradtical divinity. I no fooner faw this ve-
nerable man in the pulpit, but I very much approved
of my friend’s infifting upon the qualifications of a good
afpeét and a clear voice; for I was fo charmed
with the gracefulnefs of his figure and delivery, as wellas
with the difcourfes he pronounced, that 1 think I ne-
ver pafled any time more to my fatisfaltion. A fers
mon repeated after this manner, is like the compofi-
tion of a poet in the mouth of a graceful actor.

I could heartily wifh that more of our country cler-
gy would follow this example ; and inftead of wafling
their {pirits in laboricus compofitions of their own,
would endeavour after a handfome elocution, and
all thofe other talents that are proper to enforce
what has been penned by greater mafters. Thiswould
not only be more eafy to themfelves, but more edify-
ing to the people.

- —

Wednefday, July 4, 1711%.

Gratis anbelans, multa agendo nibil agens,
Phzdr, Fab. v. 2.

¢ Qut of breath to no purpefe, and very bufy about no-
“ thing.”
k S I was yefterday morning walking with Sir Ro-
ger before his houfe, a country-fellow brought
* No. 108. him
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him a huge fith, which, he told him, Mr William
‘Wimble had caught that very morning; and that he
prefénted it, with his fervice to him, and intended to
come and dine with him. At the fame time he deli-
vered a letter, which my friend read tome as foon as
the meflenger left him. ' :

¢ Sir RoGER,

£ I Defire you to accept of a jack, which is the beft I
have caught this feafon. I intend to come and
¢ ftay with you a week, and fee how the perch bite
¢ in the Black River. I obferved with {ome concern,
¢ the laft time I faw you upon the bowling-green, that
¢ your whip wanted a lath to it; I will bring half a
¢ dozen with me that I twifted laft week, which I
¢ hope will ferve you all the time{you are in the coun-
¢ try. Ihave not been out of the faddle for fix days laft
¢ paft, having been at Eton with Sir John’s eldeft fon.

¢ He takes to his learning hugely. I am, Sir,

¢ Your humble fervant,

¢'WiLL, WimMBLE,’

This extraordinary letter, and meflage that accom-

panied it, made me very curious to know the charac—

ter and quality of the gentleman who fent them,
which I found to be as follows. Will. Wimble is
younger brother to a baronet, and defcended of the
ancient family of the Wimbles. He is now between
forty and fifty ; but being bred to nobufinefs, and born
to no eftate, he generally lives with his elder brother
as fuperintendant of his game. He hunts a pack of
dogs better than any man in the country, and is very
famous for finding out a hare. He is extremely well

verfed in all the little handicrafis of an idle man. He |,

A

makes a May-fly to a_miracle, and furnifhes the whole!
country with angle-rods. As he is a good natured of-
ficious fellow, and very much efteemed upon account
of his family, he is a welcome gueft at every houfe,
and keeps up a good correfpondence among all the
geftlemen about him. He carriesa tulip-root in his

pocket from one to another, or exchanges a puppy be~
02 tween

b
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tween a couple of friends that live perhaps in the otp-
pofite fides of the county. Will. is a particular fa
vourite of all the young heirs, whom he frequently ob-
liges with 2 net-that he has weaved, or a fetting-dog
that he has made himfelf. He now and then pre-
fents a pair of garters of his own knitting to their
mothers or fifters; and raifes a great deal of mirth
among them, by enquiring as often as he meets them
how they wear? Thefe gentleman-like manufatures
and obliging little humours make Will. the darling of
the country.

Sir Roger was proceeding in the charaéter of him,
when we faw him make up to us with two or three
hazle-twigs in his hand that he had cut in Sir. Roger's
woods, as he came through them, in his way to the
houfe. I was very much pleafed to obferve on one
fide the hearty and fincere welcome with which Sir
Roger received him, and on the other, the fecret joy
which his gueft difcovered at fight of the good old
knight. After the firft {alutes were over, Will. defir-
ed Sir Roger tolend him one of his fervants to carry
a fet of thuttlecocks he had with him in a little box to
4 lady that lived about a mile off, to whom it feems
he had promifed fuch a prefent for above this half
vear. Sir Roger’s back was no fooner turned but
honeft Will. began to tell me of a large cock-pheafant
that he had fprung in one of the neighbouring woeds,
with two or three other adventures of the fame nature.
Odd and uncommon charaders are the game that 1
look for, and mefl delight in; for which reafon I was
as much pleafed with the novelty of the perfon that
talked to me, as he could be for his life with the
{pringing of the pheafant, and therefore liftened to
him with more than ordinary attention.

In the midft of this difcourfe the bell rung to din-
ner, where the gentleman I have been fpeaking of
had the pleafure of feeing the huge jack he had
caught, ferved up for the firft difh in a moft fump-
tuous manner. Upon our fitting down to it he gaye
us a long account how he had hooked it, played with
it, foiled it, and-at length drew it out upon the bank,

it
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with feveral other particularities that lafted all the firft
courfe. A difh of wild fowl that came afterwards
furnifhed converfation for the reft of the dinner,
which concluded with a late invention of Will’s for
improving the guail-pipe.

Upon withdrawing inte my room after dinner I was
fecretly touched with compaffion towards the honeft
gentleman that had dined with us; and could not but
confider with a great deal of concern, how {o good an
heart and fuch bufy hands were wholly employed in

trifles ; that fo much humanity {hould be fo little be-

neficial to others, and {o much induftry fo little ad-

vantageous to himfelf. The fame temper of mind. %

and applicationto affairs might have recommended him
to the public efteem, and have raifed his fortune in
another ftation of life. "What good to his country or
himfelf might not a trader or merchant have done
with fuch ufeful though ordinary qualifications ?

‘Will. Wimble’s is the cafe of many a younger bro-
ther of a great family, who had rather fee their chil-
dren ftarve like gentlemen, than thrive in a trade or
profeflion that is beneath their quality. This humour
fills feveral parts of Europe with pride and beggary. It
is the happinefs of a trading nation, like ours, that
the younger fons, though incapuble of any liberal art
or profeflion, may be placed in fuch a way of life, as
may perhaps enable them to vie with the beft of their
family: Accordingly we find feveral citizens that were
launched into the world with narrow fortunes, rifing by
an honeft induftry to greater eftates than thofe of their
elder brothers. Itis not improbable’ but Will. was
formerly tried at divinity, law, or phyfic; and that,
finding his genius did not lie that way, his parents
have him up at length to his own inventions. But
certainly, however improper he might have been for
ftudies of a higher nature, he was perfe&ly well turn-
ed for the occupation of trade and commerce. As I
think this is a point which cannot be too much incul-
cated, I fhall defire my reader to compare what I have
here written with what I have faid in my twenty-firft
Speculation,

' Friday,
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Friday, July 6, 1711%,

Horror ubique animos, finul ipfa filentia terrent.
Vil'gn Eﬂn ii- ?551

¢ All things are full of horror and affright,
¢ And dreadful ev’n the filence of the night.” -
DryDEN.

: T a little diftance from Sir Roger’s houfe, a-
mongthe ruins of an old abbey, there is a long
walk of aged elms; which are fhot up fo very high,
that when one pafles under them, the rooks and crows
that reft upon the tops of them feem to be cawing in
another region. T am very much delighted with this
fort of noife, which I confider as a kind of natural pray-
er to that Being who fupplies the wants of the whole
creation, and who, in the beautiful language of the
Plalms, feedeth the young ravens that call upon him.
T like this retirement the better, becaufe of an ill report
it lies under of being haunted ; for which reafon (as
I have been told in the family) no living creature ever
_walks in it befides the chaplain. My good friend the
butler defired me with a very grave fice not to ven-
ture my{1fin it after fun-fet, for that one of the foot-
men had been almoft frighted out of his wits by a fpi-
rit that appeared to him in the fhape of a black horfe
without his heads; to which he added, that about a
month ago-one of the maids coming home late that
way with a pail of milk upon her head, heard dfuch a
ruftling among the bufhes that the let it fall.

I was taking a walk in this place laft night between
the hours of nine and ten, and could not but fancy it
one of the moft proper fcenes in the world for a ghoft to
appear in. The ruins of the abbey are feattered up
and down on every fide, and half covered with ivy elder

#* No. 110, ' buthes,



SPECTATOR. 83"

buthes, and the harbours of feveral folitary birds, which
feldom make their appearance till the dufk of the even-
ing. The place was formerly a church-yard, and has ftill
feveral marks in it of graves and burying-places. There
is fuch an echo among the old ruins and vaults, that
if you {tamp but a little louder than ordinary, you hear
the found repeated. At the fame time the walks of
elms, with the croaking of the ravens which from time
to time are heard from the tops of them. locks exceed-
ing folemn and venerable. Thefe objeéts natural raife
ferioufnefs and attention ; and when night heightens
the awfulnefs of the place, and pours out her fuper-
numerary horrors upon every thing in it, I do not at
all wonder that weak minds fill it with fpecires andap-
paritions.

Mr Locke, in his chapter of the Aflociation of I.
deas’; has very curious remarks, to fhew how by the
prejudice of education one idea often introduces into
the mind a wholz fet that bear no refemblance to one
another in the nature of things. Among feveral ex-
amples of this kind, he produces the following inftance =
¢ The ideas of goblins and fprights have really no
& more to do with darknefs than light : yet let but a
¢ foolifh maid inculcate thefe often on the mind of a
¢ child, and raife them there together, poflibly he thall
¢ never be able to feparate them again fo long as he
¢ lives: but darknefs {hall ever aftterwards bring
¢ with it thofe frightful ideas, and they fhall be fo
¢ joined, that he can no more bear the one than the
¢ other.”

As I was walking in this folitude, where the dufk
of the evening confpired with fo many other occafions
of ‘terror, L obferved a cow grazing not far from me,
which nagination that was apt to ftartle might eafily
havé. wed into a black horfe without an head;
and are fay the poor footman loft his wits upon
fome fuch trivial oceafion.

My friend Sir Roger has often told me-with a great
deal of mirth, thatat his firft coming to his eftate he
found three parts of his houfe altogether ufelefs; that
the beft room in it had the reputation of being haunt-

ed,

-
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ed, and by that means was locked up : that noifes had
been heard in his long gallery, fo that he could not
get afervant to enter it after eight o’clock at night 5
that the door of one of his chambers was nailed up,
becaufe there went a ftory in the family that a butler
had formerly hanged himfelf in it; and that his mo-
ther, who lived to a great age, had fhut up half the
the rooms in the houfe, in which either her hufband,
a fon, or dunghter had died. The knight feeing his
habitation reduced to fo fmall a compafs, and himfelf
in a manner {hut out of his own houfe, upon the death
of his mother ordered all the apartments to be flang
open, and exorcifed by his chaplain, who lay in every
room one after another, and by that means diffipat-
ed the fears which had fo long reigned in the family.

I fhould not have been thus particular upon thefe
ridiculous horrors, did not I find them fo very much
prevail in all parts of the country. At the fame time
I thinka perfon who is thus terrified with the imagina-
tion of ghofts and fpeftres much more reafonable than
one who, contrary to the reports of all hiftorians fa-
cred and profare, ancient and modern, and to the tra-
ditions of all nations, thinks the appearance of fpirits
fabulous and groundlefs. Could not 1 give myfelf up
zo this general teftimony of mankind, I fhould to the
velations of particular perfons who are now living; and
whom I cannot diftruft in other mattersof fact. 1
might here add, that not only the hiftorians, to whom
we may join the poets, but likewife the philofophers
of antiquity have favoured this opinion, ILucretius
himfelf, though by the courfe of his philofophy he was
obliged to maintain that the foul did not exift {fepare
atefrom the body, makes no doubt of the re

paritions, and that men have often appeated after their
death. This I think very remarkab 'r'-l'ia fo
prefled with the matter of fac, which he could nothave
the confidence to deny, that he was forced to account
for it by one of themoft abfurd unphilofophical notions
that was ever flarted. He tells us, That the furfaces
of all bodies are perpetually flying off from their re-
fpe@ive bodies, one after another ; and that thefeff ur-

acee
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faces, or thin cafes, that included each other whilft they
were joined in the body like the coats of an onion, are
fometimes feen entire when they are feparated from
it; by which means we often behold the fhapesand
thadows of perfons who are either dead or abfent.

I fhall difmifs this Paper with a ftory out of Jofe-
phus, not fo much for the fake of the ftory itfelf, as
the moral reflections with which the author concludes
it, and which I fhall here fet down in his own words.
¢ Glaphyra, the daughter of king Archelaus, after the
¢ death of her two firft hufbands (being married to a
¢ third, who was_brother to her firft hufband, and fo
¢ paffionately in love with her that he turned off his
¢ former wife to make room for this marriage) had a
¢ very odd kind of dream. She fancied that the faw
¢ her firft hufband coming towards her, and that fhe *
¢ embraced him with great tendernefs; when, in the
¢ midft of the pleafure which fhe exprefled at the
¢ fight of him, he reproached her after the following
¢ manner: ¢ Glaphyra, fays he, thou haft made good
¢ the old faying, That women are not to be trufted.
¢ Was not I the hufband of thy virginity ? Have I not
¢ children by thee ? How couldft thou forget our loves
¢t fo far as to enter into a fecond marriage, and after
* that into a third, nay to take for thy hufband a man
“ who has fo fhamefully crept into the bed of his
* brother? However, for the fake of our pafied loves,
¢ ¥ {hall free thee from thy prefent reproach, and
¢t make thee mine for ever.” Gllaphylra told this
¢ dream to feveral women of her acquaintance, and
¢ died foon after. I thought this ftory might not be
¢ impertinent in this place, wherein I fpeak of thofe
¢ kings ; des, that the example deferves to be
. :’; of, as it contains a moft certain proof of
4 inpttality of the foul, and of divine providence.
¢ Ifany an thinks thefe fadls incredible, let him
* enjoy his own opinion to himfelf, but let him not
¢ endeavour to difturb the belief of others, who by in-
$ :‘tau,ccs of this nature are excited to the findy of vir-
= Iae,

Yor. Il P ' : Saturday
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m
Saturday, July 7, 1711%.

Inter filvas acadei quarere verym.
Hogr, 2 Ep. ii. 45.

¢ To fearch for truth in academic grayes.”

HE courfe of my laft Speculation led me infens
fibly into a fubjet upon which I always medi-
tate with great delight, I mean the immortality of the
foul. T was yefterday walking alone in one of my
friend’s woods, and loft myfelf in it very agreeably, as
I was running over in my mind the feveral arguments
that eftablifhed this great point, which is the bafis of
morality, and the foburce of all the pleafing hopes and
fecret joys that can arife in the heart of a reafona-
ble creature. I confidered thofe feveral proofs, drawn;
Firft, From the nature of the foul itfelf, and par:
ticularly its immateriality; which, though not abfo-
lutely neceflary to the eternity of its duration, has 1,
think, been evinced to almoft a demonfiration. °

Secondly, From its paffions and fentiments, as par-
ticularly from its love of exiftence, its horror of annihi-
lation, and its hopes of immortality, with that fecret
fatisfaction which it finds in the praftice of virtue, and
that uneafinefs which follows in it upon the commii-
fion of vice.

Thirdly, From the natare of the Supreme Being,
whofe juftice, goodnefs, wifdom, and veragity, are all
concerned in this great point, W i

But among thefe and ‘other excellent arguments' for
the immortality of the foul, there is one drawn from
the perpetual progrefs of the foul to its perfection,
without a poffibility of ever arriving atit; which is a
hint I do not remember to have feen opened and
improved by others who have written on this fubject,
. * No. 111, . though
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though it feems to me to carry a great weight with it.
How can it enter into the thoughts of man, that the
foul, which is capable of fuch immenfe perfections, and
of receiving new improvéments to all eternity, thall
fall away into nothing almoft as foon as it is created ?
Are fiich abilities made for no putpofe? A brute ar-
rives at a point of perfe@tion that he can never pafs's
in a few years he has all the endowments he is ca-
pable of ; and were lie to live ten thoufand more,
would be the fame thing he is-at prefent. Were a
human foul thus at a ftand in her acomplifliments, were:
her faculties to be full blown, and incapable of farther
enlargements, I could imagine it might fill away in-
fenfibly, and drop at once into a ftate of annhilation:
But can we believe a thinking Beingy that isin a per-
petual progrefs of improvements; and  travelling on
from perfection to perfection, after having juft looked
abroad into the works of its Creator, and made a few
difcoveries of his infilite goodnefy, wifdom, and power;
muft perifh at her firft fecting out, and in the very be=
ginning of her inquiries ? ] ‘

A man, confidered in his prefent flate, feénis only
fent into the ‘world to propagate his kind. He provides:
himfelf with a fucceﬂ%r, and immediately quits his
poit to make room for him:

: A AT A8 o H¢r££
Huevedem alterins, velut anda fupervenit undam.
Hor. 2 Ep. il 175.

% ——Heir crowds hieit, as in a rolling flood
¢ Wave urges wave.” CrEECH:

es not feem boin to enjoy life, but to deliver it
n to others. This is not E:r-priﬁng to confider int
als, which are formed for our ufe, and can finifls
their bufinefs in a fhort life, The filk-worm, after
having fpun her tafk; lays her eggs and dies. But a
man can never have taken inhis full meafure of know-
ledge, has not time to fubdue his paffions, eftablifh his
foul in virtue, and come up -to the perfedtion of his na- .
P a2 ture;
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ture, before he is. hurried off the flage. Would an
infinitely wife Being make: fuch glorious creatures. for
fo mean a purpofe  Can he delight in the production
of fuch abortive intelligences, fuch fhort-lived reafon-
able beings? 'Would he give us talents that are not to
be exertet ? capacities that are never to be gratified ?
How can we find that wifdom, which fhines through
all his works in théformation of man, without looking
on this world as only a nurfery for the next, and be-
lieving that the:feveral generations of rational crea-
tures, which  rife up and difappear in fuch quick fuc-
ceffions, are only to receive their firft rudiments of ex-
iftence here, and afterwards to be tran{planted into a
more' friendly climate, where they may {pread and
flourith to all eternity ? :

There is mot, in my opinion, a: more pleafing and
triumphant confideration in religion than this of the
perpetual progrefs which the foul makes towards the
perfeftion of its natire, without ever arriving at a
period init.. Tolook upon the foul as going on from
firength to firength; to confider that fhe is to fhine
for ever with new acceflions of glory, and brighten to
all eternity ; that fhe will be flill adding virtue to vir-
tue, and knowledge te knowledge 3 €arries in it fome-
thing wonderfully agreedble to that ambition which is
natural to the mind of man. Nay, it muft be a prof-
peét pleafing to:God himfelf, to fee his creation for
ever beautifying in his eyes, and drawing nearer to
him, by greater degrees of refemblance.

Methinks this fingle confideration, of the progrefs
of a finite {pirit to perfeélion; will be fufficient fp ex-
tinguifh all envy in inferior natures, and all contempt
in fuperior. That cherubim, which now appears as
a God to.a human foul, knows very well that the pe-
riod .will come about in eternity, when th nan
foulthall be'as perfet as he himfelf now is : nay, when
fhe fhall look down upon that degree of perfettion, as
much as the now falls thort of it. It is true, the high-
er nature ftill advances, and by that means preferves
his diftance and fuperiority in the fcale of being ; but
he knows that how high foever the ftation is of which

he
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he ftands poffefled at prefent, the inferior nature will
at length mount up to ity and fhine forth in the fame
degree of glory. -

With what aftonifhment and veneration may we
look into our own fouls, where there are fuch hidden
ftores of virtue and knowledge; fuch inexhaufted four-
‘ces of perfection 7 We know not yet what we {hall be,
nor will it ever enter into the heart of man to con-
ceive the glory that will be always in. referve for him.
The foul, confidered with its Creator, is like one of
thofe mathematical lines, that may draw nearer to an-
other for all eternity, without a peffibility of touching
it : And can there be a thought fo tranfporting, as to
confider ourfelves in thefe perpetual approaches to Him,
whe is not only the [tandard of perfeftion but of hap-
pinefs ?

Monday, July g, 1711%

’A bavarovs pesy wewT -9i8;, yopw g SlaxeiTet.

Tipe— Pythag.

* Tirft, in obedience to thy country’s rites,
# Worfhip th’ immortal gods.”

AM always very well pleafed with a country Sun-
day, and think, if keeping holy the feventh day
were only a human inftitution, it would be the beit
method that could have been thought of for the po-
lithing and civilizing of mankind. It is certain the
country people would foon degenerateinto a kind of
favages and barbarians, were there not fuch frequent
returns of a flated time, in which the whole village
meet together with their beft faces, and in their clean.
lieft habits, to converfe with one another upon indif.

ferent fubjects, hear their duties explained to them,
and join together in adoration of the Supreme Bemg
*No. 112. Sunday
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Sunday clears away the ruft of the whole week, not
only as it refrefhes ini their minds the notions of reli-
gion, but as it puts both the fexes upon appearing in
their moft agreeable forms, and exerting all fuch qua-
lities as are apt to give them a figure in the eye of the
village. A country fellow diftinguifhes himfelf as
much in the church-yard, asa citizen does upon the
’Change, the whole parifh-politics being generally dif-
cuffed in that place either after fermon or before the
beil rings: ] =

My friend Sir Roger being a good church-man, ha}
beautified the infide of his church with feveral texts of
his own choofing. He has likewife given a handfome
pulpit-cloth, and railed in the communion table at his
own expence. He has often told me, that at his com:
ing to his eftate he found his parifhioners very irregu-
lar 3 and that in order to make them kieel and join
in the refponfes, he gave every ore of them a haflock
and 4 common-prayer-book ; and at thé fame time
employed an itinerant finging-mafter; who goes about
the country for that purpofe, to inftruct them rightly
in the tunes of the pfalms; upon which they now
very much value themfelves, and indeed outdo moft
of the country churches that I have ever heard.

As Sir. Roger islandlord to the whole congregation;
hekeeps them in very good order, and will fuffer no
body to fleep in it befides himfelf; for if by chance
he has been furprifed inito a fhort nap at fermon, upor
recovering out of it he ftands up and looks about him;
and if he fees any body elfe nodding, either wakes
them himfelf, or ferds his fervants to them. Several
other of the old knight’s particularities break out up-
“on thefe occafions. Sometimes he will be lengthening
out a verfe in the finging pfalms, half a minute after
the reft of the congregation have done with it; fome-
times, when he is pleafed with the matter of his devo-
tion, he pronounces Amen three or four times to the
fame prayer; and fometimes ftands up when every
body elfe is' upon their knees, to count the congrega-
tion, or fee if any of his tenants are miffing. :

, ' was
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T was yeflerday very much furprifedto hear my old
friend, in the midft of the fervice, calling out to one
John Matthews to mind what he was about, and not
difturb the congregation. This John Matthews it
feems is remarkable for being an idle fellow, and at
that time was kicking his heels for his dn'erﬁon,
This authority of the knight, though exerted in that
odd manner which accompanies him in all circum{tan-
ces of life, hasavery good effe upon the parifh, who
are nqt polite enough to fee any thing ridiculous in
his behaviour; befides that the general good fenfe
and worthinels of his charafter make his friends obferve
thefe little fingularities as foils that rather et off than
blemifh his good qualities.

As Toon as the fermon s finithed, no body prefumes
to ftir till Sir Roger is gone ont of the church. The
knight walks down from his feat in the chancel be-
tween a double row of his tenants, that {tand bowing
to him on each fide ; and every now and then inquires
how fuch an one’s wife, or mother, or fon, or father
do, whom he does not fee at church ; which is under-
i{_’ct)c:d as a fecret reprimand to the perfon that is ab-
ent,

The chaplain has often told me, that upona cate-
chifing day, when Sir Roger has been pleafed with a
boy that anfwers well, he has ordered a bible to be
given him next day for Bis encouragement ; and fome-
times accompanies it with a flitch ‘of bacon to his mo-
ther. Sir Roger has likewife added five pounds a-year
to the clerk’s place’; and that he may encourage the

- young fellows to make themfelves perfe.ft in the church-

fervice, has promifed, upon the death of the prefent
incumbent, who is very old, to beftow it accerding to
merit.

The fair underflanding between Sir Roger and his
chap‘laiﬂ, and their mutual concurrence in doing good,
is the more remarkable, becaufe the very next village
is famous for the differences and contentions that rile
between the parfon and the '{quire, who live in a per-

“petualitate of war, The parfon is alwaiys preachingat

the "fquire ; and the 'fquire, to berevenged cn thejpar-
fon,
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fon, never comes to church. The fquirehas madeall hig
tenants atheifts and tithe-ftealers ; while the parfon
infirudts them every Sunday in the dignity of his or-
der, and infinuates to them, in almoft every fermon,
that he is a better man than his patron. In/fhort, mat=
ters are come to fuch an extremity, that the *fyuire has
not faid his prayers either in public or private this
half year; and that the parfon threatens him, if he
does not mend his manners, to pray for him in the
face of the whole congregation.

Feuds of this nature, though too frequent in the
country, are very fatal to the ordinary people; who
are fo ufed to be daxzled with riches, that they pay as
much deference to the underflanding of a man of an
eftate, as of 2 man of learning’; and are very hurdly
brought to regard any truth, how important foever it
may be, that is preached to them, when they know
there are feveral men of five hundred a-year who do
not believe ity

Thurfday July 12,1711,

Ut fit mens fana in corpore fara.
Juv. Sat. x. 356,

¢ Pray for a faund mind in 2 found body.?

B ODILY labour is of two kinds, either that which

a'man fubmits to for his livelihood, or that which
lie undergoes for his pleafure. The latter of them ge-
nerally changes the name of labour for that of exercife,
but differs only from ordinary labour as it rifes from
another motive. :

A country life abounds in beth thefe kinds of la-
bour, and for that reafon gives a mana greater flock of
health, and confequently a more perfect enjoyment of
himfelf, than any other way of life. I confider the

* No. 115, body
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bodyas afyftem’of tubes and glands ; or, to ufea more
ruftic phrafe, a bundle of pipes and ftrainers, fisted
to one another after fo wonderful a manner as to make
a proper engine for the foul to work with. This
de?cr@ptian does not only comprehend the bowels,
bones, tendons, veins, nerves, and arteries, but every
mufcle and every ligature, which is a compofition of
fibres, that are {o many imperceptible tubes or pipes
interwovenon all fides with inwvifible glands or firain-
ers.

This general idea of a human body, without con-
fidering it in the niceties of anatomy, lets us fee how
abfolutely neceflary labour is for the right prefervation
of it. There muit be frequent motions and agitations,
to mix, digeft, and feparate the juices contained in it,
as well as to clear and cleanfe that infinitude of pipes
and ftrainers of which it is compofed, and to give their
folid parts a more firm and lafting tone. Labour or
exercife ferments the humours, cafts them into their
proper channels, throws off redundancies, and helps
nature in thofe fecret diftributions, without which the -
body cannot fabfift in its vigour, nor the foul alt with
chearfulnefs. : .

I might here mention the effedts which this has up-
on all the faculties of the mind, by keeping the under-
ftanding clear, the imagination untroubled, and refin-
ing thofe {pirits that are mneceflary for the proper ex-
ertion of gur intellectual faculties, during the prefent
laws of union between foul and body. It is to a ne-
glectin this particular that we muft afcribe the fpleen,
which is fo frequent in men of ftudious and fedentary
tempers, as well as the vapours to which thofe of the
other fex are fo often fubjed.

Had not exercife been abfolutely neceffary for our
well-being, nature would not have made the body fo
proper for it, by giving fuch an aétivity to the limbs,
and fuch a pliancy to every part as neceflarily produce
thofe compreflions, extenfions, contortions, dilatations,
and all other kinds of motions that are neceffary for

_the prefervation of fuch a fyftem of tubes and glands

as has been before mentioned, And that we might
Vou. II. (5 naL
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not want inducements to engage us in fuch an ex-
ercife of the body as is proper for its welfare, it
is fo ordered that nothing valuable can be procured
without it. Not to mention riches and honour, even
food and raiment are not to be come at without the
toil of the hands-and fweat of the brows.. Providence
furnifhes materials,” but expeéts that we {hould work
them up ourfelves. . The eayth muft be laboured be-
fore it gives its increafe, and when it is forced into its
feveral produéts, how many hands muft they pafs
through before they are fit for ufe ? Manufactures,
trade; and agriculture, naturally employ more than
nineteen parts of the fpecies in twenty ; and as for
thofe who are not obliged to labour, by the condi-
tion in which they are born, they are more miferable
than the reft of mankind, unlefs they indulge them-
{elves in that voluntary labour which goes by the name
of Exercife.

My friend Sir Roger has been an indefatigable man
in bufinefs of this kind, and has hung feveral parts of
his. houfe with the trophies of his former labours.
The walls of his great hall are covered with the horns
offeveral kinds of deer that he has killed in the chace,
which he thinks. the meoft valuable furniture of his
houfe; as they afford him frequent topics of difcourfe,
and fhew that he has not been. idle.. At the lower
end of the hall is a large otter’s fkin ftuffed with hay,
which his mother ordered to be hung up in that man-
ner, and the knight looks upon with great fatisfaétion,
becaufe it feems he was but nine years old when his
dog killed him. A little rcom adjoining to the hall is
a kind of arfenal filled with guns of feveral fizes and
inventions, with which the knight has made great ha-
vock in the woods, and deftroyed many thoufands of
‘pheafants, partridges, and woodcocks.. His ftable-
doors are patched with nofes that belonged to foxes
of the knight's own hunting down. Sir Roger fhewed
me one of them that for diftinétion fake has a brafs
nail ftruck through it, which coft him abont fifteen
hours riding, carried him through half a dozen coun-
ties, killed him a brace of geldings, and loft above

half
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lialf his dogs. This the knight looks upon as one of-
the greateft exploits-of his life. The perverfe widow,,
whom I have given fome account of, was the death
of feveral foxes ¢ for Sir Roger has told me, that, in the
courfe of his amours, lie patched the weftern d_GOI of
his ftable. Whenever the widow was cruel, ths foxes,
were fure to pay for it. In proportion as bis pailion
for the widow abated and old age came on, he left off
fox-hunting ; but 2 hare is not yet fafe that fits with-
in ten miles of his houfe.
__There is no kind of exercife which I would fo re-
commend to my readers of both fexes as this of riding,
as there is none which fo much conduces to health,
and is every way accommodated to the body, accord-
ing to the idea which I have given of it. Dottor
f)):.‘er‘ham is very lavith in its praifes; and if the
Englifh reader will fee the mechanical effeéts of it def-
cribed at length, he may find them in a book publifh-
ed not many years {ince, under the title of the Medicina
Gymnaflica. For my own part, when I am in town,
for want of thefe opportunities, I exercife myfelf an
hour every morning upon a dumb bell that is placed
in a corner of my room, and pleales me the more be-
caufe it does every thing I require of it in the moft
profound filence, My landlady and her daughters are
fo well acquainted with my hovrs of exercife, that they
never come into my room to difturb me whilft I am
ringing.

When T was fome years ymmgﬂ than T am at pre-
fent, I'ufed to employ myfelf in a more laborions di-
verﬁon, which T learned from a Latin treatife of ex-
ercifes that is written with great erudition : It is there
called the exipxyiz, OF the ﬁghtmg with 2 man’s
own fhadow, and confifts in the brandithing of
two fhort ficks grafped in each hand, and load-
en with plugs of Jead'at elther end. This opens’
the cheft, exercifes the Jimbs, and gives 4 man all the
pleafure of boxing, without the blows. T could wifh
that feveral lem-ned men would lay out thit time
which th"v ‘employ in controverfies and difputes about
nothig, in this method of fighting with their own

Q_z2 {hadows.
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thadows. It might conduce very much to evapordte
the fpleen, which makes them uneafy to the public as
well as to themfelves. _

To cdnelude, as1 am a compound of foul and body,,
I confider myfelf as obliged to a double {cheme of
duties ; and think I have not fulfilled the bufinefs of
the day when I do not thus employ the one in labour
and exercife, as well as the other in {ftudy and con-
templation;

Saturday, July 14, 1711,

—Ip jfb:  fomnia fingunf. Virg. Ecl. viii, 108:
¢ With voluntary dreams they cheat their minds.”

HERE are fome opinions in which a2 man fhould
ftand neuter, without engaging his affent to one
fide or the other. Sucha hovering faith as this, whick
refufes to fettle upon any determination, is abfolutely
neceflary in a mind that is careful to avoid errors and
prepofleflions. When the arguments prefs equally
on both fides in matters that are indifferent to us,
the fafeft method is to give up ourfelves to neither.
It is with this temper of mind that I cenfider the
fubject of Witcheraft. When I hear the relations that
are made from all parts of the world, not only from
Norwuy and Lapland, from the Lait und Weft-Indies,
but from every particular nation in Europe, 1 cannot
forbear thinking that there is fuch an interconrfe and
commerce with evil {pirits, as that which we exprefs
by the name of Witchcraft. But whenT confider that
the ignorant and credulous parts of the world dbound
moft in thefe relations, and that the perfons among
us, who are fuppofed to engage in fuch an infernal
commerce; are people of a weak underflanding and
crazed imagination, and at the fame time refleét up-
* No x17. o
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on the many impoftures and delufions of this nature
that have been detected in all ages, I endeavour to
fufpend my belief till I hear more certain accounts
than any which have yet come to my knowledge. In
thort, when I confider the queftion, whether there are
fuch perfons in the world as thofe we call Witches, my
mind is divided between the two cppofite opini-
ons; or rather (to fpeak my thoughts freely) I

elieve in general that there is, and has been fuch a
thing as witchcraft; but at the fame time can give
no credit to any particular inftance of it.

I am engaged in this Speculation, by fome occur-
rences that 1 met with yefterday, which I fhall give
my reader an account of at large. As I was walking
with my friend Sir Roger by the fide of one of his
woods, an old woman applied herfelf to me for my
charity. Her drefs and figure put me in mind of the
following defcription in Otway;

. In a clofe lane as T purfu’d my journey,

Ifpy'd a wrinkled Hag, with age grown double,

Picking dry fticks, and mumbling to herfelf.

Her eyes with fcalding rheum were gall’d and red’;

Cold palfy fhook her head: her hands feem’d with-
er'd; -

And on her crooked fhoulders had fhe wrapt

The tatter’d remnant of an old firip’d hanging,

Which ferv’d to keep her carcafe from the cold;

So there was nothing of a piece about her,

Her lower weeds were all o’er coarfely patch’d

With different colour’d rags, black, red, white, yel-
low,

And feem’d to {peak variety of wretchednefs.

As T was mufing on this defcription, and comparing
it with the objeét before me, the knight told me, thav
this very old woman had the reputation of a witch all
over the country ; that her lips were obferved to be al-
ways in motion, and that there was not a fwitch about
her houfe which her neighbours did not believe had
curried her feveral hundreds of miles. If the chanced

L3
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ftumble, they always found fticks or firaws that lay id
the figure of a crofs before Her. If fthe made any mif-
take at church, and cried Amen in' a wrong place;
they never failed to conclude that fhe was faying her
prayers backwards. There was not a maid in the
parifh that would takea pin c§ her, though fhe fhould
offer a bag of money with it. gShe goes by the name
of Moll White; and has mad? the country ring with
feveral imaginary exploits whichare palmed tipon her.
If the dairy-maid does not make -hér butter come fo
foon as fhe would have it, Moll White'is at the bot-
tom of the churn. If a horfe fweats in the ftable,
Moll White has been upon his back. Tfa hare makes
an unexpected efcape from the hounds, the huntfmar
curfes Moll White. Nay, (fays Sir Roger) 1 have
known the mafter of the pack, upon-fuch an oceafion,
fend one of his fervants to fee if Moll 'White had been
out that morning. ¥ T

This account raifed my curiofity fo faf that I beg-
ged my friend Sir Roger to go with me into her hovel,
which ftood in a folitary corner under ' the fide of the
wood. Upon our firft entering, Sir Roger winked to
me, and pointed at fomething that ftood behind the
door, which, upon looking that way; I found to be an
old broomftaff. At the fame timt he whifpéred me
in the ear to take notice of a tabby cat that fat in the
chimney corner; which, as the old knight told me, lay
under as bad a report as Moll White herfelf . for be-
fides that Moll is {iid often to accompany her in the
fame fhape, the cat is reported to have fpoken twice or
thrice in her life; and "to have played feveral pranks
;- above the capacity of an ordinary cat.

I was fecretly concerned to fee human nature in fo
much wretchednefs and difgrace, but at the fame
tinie could not forbear fmiling tohear Sir Roger, who
is a little puzzled about the old woman, advifing her,
as a Juftice of Peace, to avoid all communication with
the devil, and never to hurt any of her neighbour’s
cattle. 'We concluded our vifit with a beuanty, which
was very acceptable,
~ Ta' our ‘return home Sir Roger told me, that old
Mol had been often brought before him for making

children
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children {pit pins, and giving maids the night-mare;
and that the country people wonld be toffing her into
a pond and trying experiments. with her every day,
if it was not for him and his chaplain.

I have fince found upon inquiry, that Sir Ron'l:r
was feveral times {taggered with the reports: that had
been brought him concerning this old woman, and
would frequently have bound her over to the county
feflions, had not his chaplain with much ado perfuad-

‘ed him to the contrary.

1 haye been the more particular in this account, be-
caufe I hear there is fcarce a.village in England that
has not a Moll White in it. When an old woman
begins to dote, and grow chargeable to a parifh, fhe is
generally turned into a witch, and fills, the whole

- country with extravagant fancies, imaginary diftempers,

and terrifying dreams. In the mean time, the poor

wretch that is the innocent occafion of fo many evils

begins to be frighted at herfelf, and fometimes con-
fefles fecret commerces and familiarities that her ima-
gination forms in a delirious old age. This frequent-
ly cuts off charity from the greateft objelts of com-
paffion, and infpires people with a malevolence towards
thofe poor decrepid parts of our fpecies, in whom hus=
man nature/is defaced by infirmity and dotage.

L

Tuefday, July 17, 17117,

Urben: quant dicunt Roman, Melibwe, putavi
Stultus ega huic nofire fimilen

Virg. Ecl. i. za,

¢ The city men call Rome, unlkilful clown,
¢ I thought refembled tlns our humble town.’
W" ARTON,

HE firft and moft obvious refleftions which arife
in a man who changes the city for the country,
* No, 119. are
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are upon the different manners 'of the people whom
hie meets with 'in thofe two different {cenes of life.
By manners I do not mean morals, but behaviour and
good-breeding, as they fhew themfelves in the town
and in the country.

And here, in the firft place, T muft obferve a very
great revolution that has happened in this article of
goad-breeding. Several obliging deferences, conde-
feenfions, and fabmiffions, with many outward forms
and ceremonies that accompany them, were firft of all
brought up among the politer part of mankind, wha
lived in courts and cities, and diftinguithed themfelves
from the ruftic part of the fpecies (who on all occa-
fions alted bluntly and naturally) by fuch a mutual
complaifance and intercourfe of civilities. Thefe
forms of converfation by degrees multiplied and grew
troublefome 5 the modith world found too great a con-
ftraint in' them, and have therefore thrown mofl of
them afide. Converfation, like the Romith religion,
was fo incumbered with fhow and ceremony, that it
ftood in need of a reformation to retrench jts fuper-
fluities, and reftore it to its natural good fenfe and
beauty. At prefent therefore an unconftriined car-
riage, and a certain opennefs of behaviour, are the
keight of good-breeding. The fathionable world is
grown free and eafy ; our manners fit more looe up-
on us. Nothing is fo medith as an agreeable negh-

ence. Ina word, good breeding thows itfelf moft,
where to an ordinary eye it appears the leaft.

If after this we look on the people of mode in the
country, we find in them the manners of the laft age.
They have no fooner fetched themfelves up to the
fathion of the polite world, but the town has drop-
ped them, and are nearer to the firft ftate of nature
than to thofe refinements which formerly reigned in
the court, and {lill prevail in the country. One may
now know a man that never converfed in the world,
by his excefs of good-breeding. A polite country
efquire fhall make you as many bows in halfan hour,
as would ferve a courtier for a week. There is in-

finitely
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finitely more to do about place and precedency in a
meeting of juftices wives, than in an aflembly of dutch-
eiles.

This rural politenefs is very troublefome to a man
of my temper, who generally take the chair that is
next me, and walk firft or lait, in the front or in the
rear, as chance direts. I have known my friend Sir
Roger's dinner almoft cold before the company could
adjuit the ceremonial, and be prevailed upon to fit
down ; and have heartily pitied my old friend, when
I have feen him forced to pick and cull his guefls, as
they fat at the feveral parts of his table, that he might
drink their healths according to their refpective ranks
and qualities. Honeft Will. Wimble, who I fhould
have thought had been altogether uninfefted with
ceremony, gives me abundance of trouble in this par-
ticular. Though he has been fithing all the morning,
he will not help himfelf at dinner until I am ferved.
‘When we are going out of the hall, he runs behind
me ; and laft night, as we were walking in the fields,
ftopped fhort at a flile until I came up to it, and upon

' my making figns to him to get over, told me with a
ferious {mile, that fure I believed they had no manners
in the country.

There has happened another revolution in the point
of good-breeding, which relates to the converfation a-
mong men of mode, and which I cannot but look up~
on as very extraordinary. It was certainly one of the
firft diftin&ions of a well-bred man to exprefs every
thing that had the moft remote appearance of being
obfcene, in modeft terms and diftant phrafes; whilft
1he clown, who had no fuch delicacy of conception and
expreflion, clothed his ideas in thofe plain, homely
terms, that are the moft obvious and natural. This
kind of good-manners was perhaps carried to an ex-
‘cefs, {o as to make converfation too ftiff, formal, and
precife: for which reafon (as hypocrify in one age is
generally fucceeded by atheifm in another) converfar
tion is In a great meafure relapfed into the firft exr
treme ; fo that at prefent feveral of our men of the
town, and particularly thofe who have been polifhed

Voi. 1L R in
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in France, make ufe of themoft coarfe uncivilized words
in our language, and utter themfelves often in fuch a
manner as a clown would blufh to hear.

* This infamous piece of good breeding, which reigns
among the coxcombs of the town, has not yet made
its way into the country; and as it is impoilible for
fuch an irrational way of converfation to laft long a-
mong a people that make any profeffion of religion, or
fhow of modefly, if the country gentlemen get into it
they will certainly be l¢ft in the lurch, Their good-
breeding will conte too late to them, and they will be
thoughta parcel of lewd clowns, while they fancy them-
felves talking together like men of wit and pleafure.

As the two points of good-breeding, which 1 have
hitherto infifted upon, regard behaviour and conver-
fation, there is a third which turns upon drefs. In
this too the country are very much behind-hand.
The rural beaus are not yet got out of the fathion that
took place at the time of the revolution, but ride about
the country in red coats and laced hats, while the wo-
men n many parts are ftill trying to out-vie one ano-
ther in the height of their head-drefles,

But a friend of mine, who is now upon the weftern
circuit, having promifed to give me an account of the
feveral modes and fafhions that prevail in the different
parts of the nation through which he pafles, I thall
defer the enlarging -upon this laft topic till I have re-
ceived a letter from him, which T expelt every pott.

Wednefday, July 18, 1711*,

———Equidem credo, quia fit divinitus illis
Ingenium Virg. Georg. i. 451.

——= I deem their breafts infpir’d
« With a divine fagacity.”——

g J Y friend Sir Roger is very often merry with me
upon my pafling fo much of my time among
* No. 120, his
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his poultry. He has caught me twice or thrice looking
after a bird’s neft, and feveral times fitting an hour or
two together near a hen and chickens. He tells ue
he believes I am perfonally acquainted with every
fowl about his houfe ; calls fuch a particular cock my
favourite ; and frequently complains that his (ucks and
geele have more of my company than himfeif.

I muft confefs I am infinitely delighted with thofe.
Speculations of nature which are to be made in a coun-
try-life; and as my reading has very much lain among
books of natural hiftory, I cannot forbear recolleéting
ypon this occafion the feveral remarks which I haye
met with in autbers, and comparing them with what
falls under my own obfervation: the argumnents for
Providence drawn from the natural hiftory of animals
being in my opinion demonfiraiive.

The make of every kind of animal is different from that
of every other kind ; and yet thereisnot the leaft turnin
the mufcles or twift in the fibres of any one, which
does not render them more proper for that pariicular
animal’s way of life than any other caft or texture of
them would have been,

The moft violent appetites in all creatures are luft
and hunger. The firftis a perpetual call upon them
}e propagate their kind ; the latter, to preferve them-
elves. .

It is aftonifhing to confider the different degrees of
care that defcend from the parent to the young, fo far
as is abfolutely neceflary i%r the leaving a poiterity,
Some creatures caft their eggs as chance direéts them,
and think of them no farther; as infects and feveral
kinds of fith. Qthers, of a nicer frame, find out pro.
per beds to depofite them in, and there leave them ;
as the ferpent, the crocodile, and oftrich : others hagch
their eggs and tend the birth, until it is able to {hift
for itfelf.

‘What can we call the principle which dire&s every
different kind of bird to obferve a particular plan in
the {tru&ture of its neft, and direds all the fame fpecies
to work after the fame model ? It cannot be Imitation ;

R 2 foy
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for though you hatch a crow under a hen, and never
let it fee any of the works of its own kind, the neft
it makes fhall be the fame, ro the laying of a ftick,
with all the other nefts of the fame fpecies. It cannot
be Reafon ; for were animals endued with it to as great
a degree as mau, their buildings would be as different
as ours, according to the different conveniencies that
they would propofe to themfelves.

Is it not remarkable, that the fame temper of wea-
ther, which raifesthis genial warmth inanimals, thould
cover the trees with leaves, and the fields with grafs,
for their fecurity and concealment, and produce fuch
infinite fwarms of infecs for the fupport and fuftenance
of their refpettive broods ?

Is it not wonderful, that the love of the parent
thould be fo violent while it lafts, and that it ihould
Iaft no longer than is neceffary for the prefervation of
the young !

The violence of this natural love is exemplified by
a very barbarous experiment ; which I thall quote at
length, as 1 find it in an excellent author, and hope
my readers will pardon the mentioningfuch an inftance
of cruelty, becaufe there is nothing can fo effetually
fhew the firength of that principle in animals of which
I am here fpeaking. “ A perfon who was well fkil-
¢ led in diffections opened 2 bitch, and as fhe lay in
¢ the moft exquifite torrures, offered her one of her
¢ young puppies, which fhe immediately fell alicking ;
 and for the time feemed infenfible of her own pain.
¢ On the removal, the kept her eye fixt on it, and be-
¢ gan a wailing fort of cry, which feemed rather to
¢ proceed from the lofs of her young one, than the
¢ fenfe of her own torments.”

But notwithftanding this natural love in brutes is
much more violent and intenfe than in rational crea-
tures, Providence has taken care that it thould be no
longer troublefome to the parent than it is ufefyl to the
young; for fo foon as the wants of the latter ceafe,
the mother withdraws her fondnefs, and leaves them
to provide for themfelves; and, what is a very re-
markable circumftance in this part of inftint, we find

that
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that the love of the parent may be lengtliened out be-
_yond its ufual time, if the prefervation of the fpecies
requires it 1 as we may fee in birds that drive away
their young as-foon as they are'able to get their live-
lihood, butcontinue to feed them if they are tied to
the neft, or confined within a cage, or by any other
means appear to be out ofa condition of fupplying their
own neeeflities.

This natural love is not obferved in animals to afcend
from the young to the parent, which is not at all ne-
ceflary for the continuance of the fpecies: nor indeed
in reafonable creatures does it rife in any proportion,
as it fpreads itfelf downwards; for in all family affee-
tion, we find proteflion granted and favours beftowed,
are greater motives to love and tendernefs, than fafety,
benetits, or life received.

One would wonder to hear feeptical men difputing
for the reafon of animals, and telling us it is only our
pride and prejudices that will not allow them the ufe
of that faculty.

Reafon thews itfelf in all occurrences of life ; where-
as the brute makes no difcovery of fuch a talent, but
in what immediately regards his own prefervation, or
the continuance of his {pecies. Animals in their ge-
neration are wifer than' the fons of men; but their
wifdom is confined to a few particulars, and lies in a
very narfow compafs. Take a brute out of his in-
ftinét, and you find him wholly deprived of under-
ﬂamhng To ufe an inftance that comes often under
obfervation :

‘With what caution does the hen provide herfelf 2
neft in places unfrequented, and free from noife and
difturbance ! when fhe has laid her eggs in fuch a
manner that fhe can cover them, what care does fhe
take in turning them frequently, that all parts may
partake of the vital warmth ! when fhe leaves them,
to provide for her neceflary fuftenance, how punétually
does fhe return before they have time to cool, and be-
come incapable of producing an animal ! In the fummer
you fee her giving herfelf greater freedoms, and quit~
ting her care for above two hours together; but in

wimter,
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winter, when the rigour of the feafon would chill the
principles of life, and dzftroy the young one, the grows
more afliduous in her attendance, and ftays away but
half the time. ~When the birth approaches, with
how much nicety and attention does fhe help the
chick to break its prifon! not to take notice of her
covering it fron the injuries of the weather, provid-
ing it proper nourifhinent, and teaching it to help
itfelf; nor to mention her forfaking the neft, if after
the uvfual time of reckoning the young one does not
make its appearance. A chymical operation could not
be followsd with greater art or diligence, than is feen
in the hatching of a chick; though there are many
other birds that thew an infinitely greater fagacity in
all the forementioned particulars.

But at the fame time the hen, that has all this
fee ning ingenuity (which is indeed abfolutely necef-
fary for the propagation of the fpecies), confidered in
other refpedts, is without the leaft glimmerings of
thought or common fenfe. . She miftakes a piece of
chalk for an egg, and fits upon it in the fame manner,
She is infenfible of any increafe or diminution in the
number of thofe fhe lays. She does not diftinguifh
between her own and thofé of another fpecies; and
when the birth appears of never fo different a bird,
will cherifh it for herown. In all thefe circumftances
which do not carry an immediate regard to the fub-
fiftence of herfelf or her fpecies, the is a very idiot.

There is not, in my opinion, any thing more my-
{lerious in mnature than this inftin& in animals, which
thus rifes above reafon, and falls infinitely fhort of it.
It cannot be accounted for by any properties in mat-
ter, and, at the fame time, works after fo odd a man-
ner, that one cannot think it the faculty of an intel-
lectual being. For my own part, I look upon it as
upon the principle of gravitation in bodies, which is
not to be explained by any known qualities inherent
in the bodies themfelves, nor from any laws of me-
chanifm, but, according to the beft notions of the
greateft philofophers, is an immediate impreffion from
' : the
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the firft mover, and the divine energy ating in the
ereatures.

Thurfday, July 19, 1711*.

———— Fovis emnia plena. Virg. Ecl, iii, 6o.
¢t All things are full of Jove.”

S I was walking this morning in the great yard
that belongs to my friend’s country-houfe, I
was wonderfully pleafed to fee the different workings
of inftinét in a hen followed by a brood of ducks.
The young, upon the fight of a pond, immediately
ran into it; while the ftep-mother, with all imagina-
ble anxicl:y, hovered about the borders of it, to call
them out of an element that appeared to her fo dan-
gerous and deftructive. As the different principle
which adted in thefe different animals cannot be term-
ed Reafon, fo when we call it Inftinét, we mean fome-
thing we have no knowledge of. To me, as I hinted
in my laft Paper, it feems the immediate diretion of
Providence, and fuch an operation of the fupreme Be-
ing as that which determines all the portions of mat-
ter to their proper centres. A modern philofopher,
quoted by Monfieur Bayle in his learned differtation
on the fouls of brutes, delivers the fame opinion, the’
in a bolder form of words, where he fays Deus ¢ff anima
brutorum, God himfelf is the foul of brutes. Who
can tell what to call that feeming fagacity in animals,
which directs them to fuch food as is proper for them,
and makes them naturally avoid whatever is noxious or
unwholefome ? Tully has obferved. that a lamb no
fooner falls from its mother, but immediately, and of
its own_accord, it applies itfelf to the teat.  Dampier,
in his Travels, tells us, that when {eamen are thrown
1.tpon any of the unknown coafls of America, they never
-* No. rar. venturs
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venture upon the fruit of any tree, how tempting {o-
ever it may appear, unlefs they obferve that it is mark-
ed with the pecking of birds; but fall on without
any fear or apprehenfion where the birds have been be-
fore them.

But notwithftanding animals have nothing like the
ufe of reafon, we find in them all the lower parts of
our nature, the paffion, and fenfes, in their greateft
firength and perfeftion. And here it is worth our
obfervation, that all beafls and birds of prey are won-
derfully fubjeét to anger, malice, revenge, and all the
other violent paffions that may animate them in fearch
of their proper food 3 as thofe that are incapable of
defending themfelves, or annoying others, or whofe
fafety lies chiefly in their flight, are fufpicious, fear-
ful, and apprehenfive of every thing they fee or hear;
whilit others thatare of afliftance and ufe to man, have
their natures {oftened with fomething mild. and trat-
able, and by that means are qualified for a domeftic
life. In this cafe the paffions generally correfpond
with the make of the body. We do not find the
fury of a lion in fo weak and defencelefs an animal as
2 lamb, nor the meeknefs of a lamb in a creature {o
armed for battle and affault as the lion. * In the fame
manner, we find that particular animals have a more or
lefs exquifite tharpnefs and fagacity in thofe particular
{enfes which moft turn to theiradvantage, and in which
their fafety and welfare is the moft concerned.

Nor muft we here omit that great variety: of arms
with which nature has differently fortified the bodies
of feveral kind of animals, fuch as claws, hoofs, horns,
teeth, and tufks ;a-tail, a fling, a trunk, or a probofcis.
It is likewife obferved by naturalifts, that it muit be
fome hidden principle diftin& from what we call reafon,
which inftruéts animals in the ufe of thefe their arms,
and teaches them’'to manage them t& the beft advan-
tage ; becanfe they naturally defend themfelves with
that part in which their firength lies, before the
weapon be formed in it, as is remarkable in lambs,
which, thongh they are bred within doors, and never
faw the adtion of their own fpecies, puth 4t thofe who

’ approach
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approach’ them with ‘their foreheads, before the ﬁ:ﬁ:
budding of a' horn appears.

I thall add to'thefe general 6bfervations an' mf’canrc
which Mr Locke has given us of Providence even in
the imperfections of a creature which feems the mean-
eﬁ and moft defpicable in' the whole animal world.

¢ We may, fays he, from the make of 4n' oyffer, or
“ cockle, tonclude, that it has not fo many 1or ('0

“ quick fenfes as 2 man, or feveral other aniials: nor
““if it had, would it, in that ftate and imeapacity of

transferrmg itfelf from one place t6 another, be bet-
 tered by them. What gﬁol{ would fight and hear-
E ing do to a creature, that cannot move itfelf to'or
“ from the object, wherein at a diftance it perceives
¢ good or evil? and would not” quicknefs of fenfation,
““ be an inconvenience to an animal  that' muﬂ be ftill
¢ where chance has once pl iced it, and there receive
¢¢ the afllux of colder or warmer, clmn or foul water,
% as it happens to come to it.?

I fhall add to this inftance out of Mr LorLe another
out of the lgarned Dr More, who cites it from Cardan,
in relation to another animal ‘which Providence has
left defective, but at the fame time has thown its wif-
dom in the formation of that organ in which it feems
chiefly to have failed. ¢ What is more obviotts and
“ ordinary than a Mole? and yet what more palpable
¢ argument of Providence than the ? the memiers of
 her body are fo exadly fitted to her nature and
¢« mannerof lifé ; for her dwelling being under ground,
“ swhere nothing is to be feen, nature has fo obfturely
¢ fitted her with eyes, that naturalifts can farce agree
“whether fhe have any fight at all, or no. ~ But
« for amends, what fhe is capable of for her defence
¢ and warning of danger, the hasvery eminently con- |,
¢ ferred upon her; for the is exceeding quick of hear-
¢ ing. And then her fhort tail and fhort legs, but
“ broad fore-fect armed with tharp claws ; we fee by

_“the eyent to what Purpofc they are, fhe fo fwiftly
“ working herfelf under ground, and making her way
“fo faft in the earth, as they that behold it ‘cannot

Vor. IL 5 © bue



138 SPECTATOR.

< but admire it. Her legs therefore are thort, that
¢ {he need dig no more than will ferve the mere thick-
¢ nefs of her body; and her fore-feet are broad, that
¢ {he may fcoop away much earth at a time ; and lit
% tle or no tail fhe has, becaufé the courfes it not on
% the ground like the rat or moufe, of whofe kindred
“ fhe is;, but lives under the earth, and is fain to dig
“ herfelf a dwelling there. = And the making her way
¢ through fo thick an element, which will not yield
“ eafi ily; as the air or the water, it had been danger-
% ous to have drawn fo long a train behind her ; for
¢ her enemy might fall upon her rear, and fetch her
¢ out, before {he had compleated or got full poﬁ'eﬁion
¢ of her works.” "

I cannot forbear mentioning Mr Boyle s remark up-
on this Jait creature, who I remember, fomewhere in
his works, obferves, that though the mole be not totals
ly blind, (as it is commonly thought) fhe has not fight
enough to diftinguith particular objects. Her eye i
{aid to have but one humour in it, which is fuppofed
to give her the idea of llght but of nothing elfe, and
is 4o formed that this idea is probably painful to the
animal.” Whenever the comes up into broad day fhe
might be in’ d.mgcr of being taken, unlefs the were
thus affefted by a light firiking upon her eye, and im-
media ely warning her to bury herfelf in her proper
element. More fight would be ufelefs to her, as none
at all might be fatal,

I have only inflanced fuch animals as {feem the mof}
imperfe&t works of nature; and if Providence fhews
itlelf even in 'the bIemlihes of thefe creatures, how
._much more does it difcover itfelf in the feveral endow-
iments which it has varioufly beflowed ypon fuch crea-
tures as are more or lefs finifhed and ccmpleatcd in
their feveral faculties, according to the condition of
life in which they are pofted. -

I could with our Royal Society would compile a
body of Natural Hiftory, the beft that could be gather-
ed together from books and obfervations. If the fe-
veral writers among them took each his particu ar
: ipetlcs, and gave us a diftin€t account of its uné;m }Ill

it
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blrth and education; its policies, hoffilities and alli-
ances, with the frame and texture of its inward and
outward parts, and particularly thofe that diftinguith
it from all other animals, with their peculizr aptitudes
for the flate of being in which Providence has placed
them, it would be one of the beit fervices their {todies
could do mankind; and not a little redound to the
glory of the All-wife Contriver.

It is fure, fuch a natural hlﬁnry., after all the dif-
qulﬁtmns of the Icarned would be 1nﬁmtely fhort and
defedtive. Seas and deferts hide millions of ahimals
from our obfervation. Innumerable artifices and fira-
tagems are afted in the howling wildernefs, and in
the great deep, that can never come to our know-
ledge. Befides that thereare infinifely more fpecies of
creatures which are not to be feen without, nor indeed
with the help of the fineft glaffes, than of fuch as are
bulky enough for the naked eye to take hold of.
However, from the confideration of fitch animals as lie
within the compafs of our knowledge, we might
eafily form a_conclufion of thé reft, that the fame
variety of wildom and goodnefs runs through the
whole creation, 2nd puts every creature in a conditiori
to provide for its fafety and fubﬁﬁeme in its proper
{tation.

Tully has given us an admlrabie {ketch of natural
hiftory, in his fecond book concerning the Nature of
the Gods ; and that in a ftile fo raifed by metaphors
and defcriptions, that it lifts the fubje& above raillery
and ridicule, which frequently fall on fuch nice obfer-
vations when they pafs through the hands of an ordi-
nary writer,

S 5 Friday;
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[Friday, July 20, 1711%,

Comes juctndusin via pro vehiculy oft. Publ, Syr. Frag,

¢ Aln agreeable: companion upon the réad is 4s good as 2
< .coach,” .

Man’s firft care fhould be to avoid the re-

- proaches of his own heart; his next; to efcape
the cenfures of the world. - If the laft interferes with
the former, it ought to be entirely negleted; but other-
wife there cannot be a greater [atisfaction te an hon-
eft mind, than to {ee thofe approbations which it gives
itfelf, feconded by the applaufes of the publie. A
man is more fure of his conduct, when the verdict
which he pafles upon his own behawour is thus war-
zanted and confirmed by the opinion of all that know
him.,
‘ Mv worthy friend. Sir Roger is one of thofe who is
not or}lv_ at peace within himfelf, but beloyed and
effeemed by all about him. He receives a fuitable
iribute for his univerfal benevolence to mankind, in
the returns ofjaffection and good-wil, whick are paid
him by every one thatlves within his neighbourhooads
I lately met with two or three odd inftances of that
general refpect which is thewn to the good old knight,
He would needs carry Will, Wimble and myfelf with
him to the country aflizés; As we were upon the road,
Will. Wimble joined a couple of plain men who rid
before wus, and converfed with fhem for fome time ;
during which yoy friend Sir Roger acquainted me with
their charaéters.

The firft of them, fays he, that has a fpaniel by his
fide, is a yeoman of aboat an hundred pounés a-yeary
an honeft man. He is juft within the game-aét, and
qualified to kill an hare or a pheafant. He knocks
down a dinner with his sun twice or thrice aweek ;

_”No 122 and
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atd by thdt means lives much cheaper than thofe whe
have not {o good an eftate as himfelf. , He would be
a good neighbour if he did not deiftroy fo mzm"v par-
tridges. In thort, he is a very fenfible man ; ! thoots
flying ; and has been feveral times foreman of the

Pe

'(Pi(le :trﬂ'er that rides along with ]11 s Foir Tomhv,
a fellow famous for taking the law of every body.
There is not one in the town where he lives' that he
has not fued at a quarter-feffions. The rogue had
once the impudence to go tolaw with the widow.
His head is full of cofts; damages, and ejeétments.  He
plagued a couple of honeft gentlemen fo long for a

tréefpals in breaking one of his hedgesy till-he was for-

ced to fell the ground it ineloled to defray the charges
of the profecution ; his father left himfourfiore poundb
ayear; but he has cafb and been caft fo often, that he
35 not now worth thirty. I fuppofe he is going upon
the old bufinefs of the Willow-1ree.

As. Sir Roger was giving me this:aceount of Tom.
Touchy, Will. Wimble and his two companions fiop-
ped fhort till we came up to themy.  After having paid
their refpects to Sir Roger, Will. told him that Mr
Touchy and he muft appeal to hiny upon a difpute that
arofe between them. ~Will. it {eems, had been giving
his fellow-traveller an account. of his angling one day
in fuch a holey when Tom. Touchy, inftead of hear-
ing out his ftory, told him that Mr fuch-a-one, if he
plealed, might tiyke the law of him for fifhing in thae
part of the river: My friend Sir Roger heard thenm
both, upong s round “trot; andy after’ having paufed
i'mnc: time; told: fhem, with the air of a man whe would
not give his judgment rafhly, that, “% much might be
faid on both fides.” They were neither of them dit=
fatisfied with - ‘the knight’s determmarmn, becaufe

- geither. of them! qund himfulf ir the ‘wrong by it.

Wpon which we mw the beft of our way to the afli-
zes. :
: ’\Sﬁiﬁoger came : but not-

Tﬁc éourt was f'1t £

withftanding all the juftices had taken their places up-
on the benchy they made rocm: for the old knight at
the
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the head of them ; who, for his rcputatlon in the
country, took occafion. to whifper in the judge’s ear,
¢ That he was glad his lordfhip had met with fo much
¢¢ good. weather in his circuit.”” 1 was llﬂemng to,
the proceeding of the court with much attention, and
infinitely pleafed with that great appe:rance and fo-
lemnity which fo properly accompanies fuch a public ad-
miniftration of our laws; when, after. about an hour’s
fitting, I obferved to my grcat furprlfe, inthe midft of
a trial, that my friend Sir Roger was getting up to
fpeak., I was in fome pain for him, until I found he
had acquitted himfelf of two or three {entences, with
a look of much bufinefs and great intrepidity.

Upon his firft rifing the court was huofhed, and a
general whifper ran among the conntry people that
Sir Roger was up. The fpeech he made was {o little
to the purpofe, that I {hall not trouble my readers
with an account of it; and I believe was fiot fo much
defigned by the knight hirafelf to inform the court, as
to give him a figure in my eye, and keep up his credit
in the country:

I was highly delighted, when the court rofe, to fee
the gentlemen of the country gathering about my old
friend, and ﬁrmng who thould compliment him moft;
at the famt. time that the ordinary people gazed upon
him at a diftance, not a little admiring his courage,
that was not afraid to fpeak to the judge.

In our return home we met with a very odd acci-
dent, which I cannot forbear relatin g, becaufe it thews
how defirous all who know Sir Roger are of giving
him marks of their efteem. When we were arrived
upon the verge of his eftate, we ROP]EEd at a little inn
to reft ourfelves and our horfes he man of the
houfe had, it feems been formerly a fervant in the
knight's family; and, to do honour to his old mafter,
had fome time ﬁnce, unknown to Sit Roger, put him
up in a fign-poft before the door; fo that the knight’s
head had hung out upon the road about a week before
he himfelf knew any thing of the matter.  As foon as
Sir Roger was acquainted with it, finding that his fer-
vant’s indifcretion proceeded wholly from affedtion am_i

good-
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E,od-wﬂl he onlv told him that he had made him togq-
h a compliment ; and when the fellow feemed to
thmk that could hardly be, added with a more “decifive
look, T'hat it was too great an honour for any man
under a duke; but told him at the {fame time, that it
might be altered with 5 very few touches; and that he
himfelf would be at the charge of it. = Accordingly
they got a painter by the knight’s directions to add a
pair of whifkers to the face, and by a little aggrava.
tion of ‘the features to change it into the Saracen’s-
head. I fhould not have known this ftory had not
the inn-keeper, upon Sir Roger’s alighting, told him
in my hearing, t his honour's head was brought
back lait night’ with the alterations that he had or-
dered to be made in it. Upon this my friend with
his ufual. chearfulnefs related the particulars aboves
mentioned, and ordered the head to be brought into
the room. ' I cculd not forbear difcovering greater ex-
preflions of mirth than ordinary upon the appearance
of this monfirous face, under which, notwithftanding
it was made to frown and ftare in a moft extraordi-
nary manner, I could flill difcover a diftant refem=
blance of my old friend. Sir Roger, upon feeing me
Jaugh, defired me to tell him truly if T thought it pof-
fible for people to know him in that difguife. I at
ﬁrﬁ kept my nfual filence ; but upon the kmght § con-
juring me to tell him whuher it was not {till more
like himfelf than a Saracen, I compofed my counte-
nance in the beft manner 1 could, and re Jhr:d « That
“ much might be faid on both fides.”

Thefe feveral adventures, with the knight’s behavi-
our in them, gave me as pleafant a day as ever I met
with in any of my travels,

Saturday,
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szlz‘urday, Jul)r 2, 1700%,

Daé?: ~ina ﬁd @i jromwet n_;/' itany
R:ﬂzque cultus peciora roborant
Utamqué a’rfc-cew morery
ﬂedecorarﬂ bene nata cm’;m - Hor. 4 Od. if: 33.

© 8¢ Yet the beft blood by Jearning is refin’d,
¢ And virtue arms the folid mind ;
< Whilft vice will ffain the nob]eft Tace,

Ami the paxcm.d flamp efface.”
QLvIsWORTH,.

4 S I was yefterday taking the air with my friend
Sir- Roger, we were met by a freth coloured
ruddy young, man, who rid by us full fpeed, with a
couple of fervants behind him. Upon my inguiry
who he was, Sir Roger told me that he was a young
gentleman of a confiderable eftate, who had been e
ducated by a tender mother that lived not many miles
from the place where we were. Sheis a very good
lady, fays my friend, but took fo much care of her
fon’s health, that {he has made him good for nothing,
She quickly found that reading was bad for his eyes, -
* and that writingmade his head ake. He was let loofe
among the woods as foon as he was able to ride on
horfeliack, or to carry a gun upon his fhoulder. To
be brief, I found, by my friend’s account of him, that
he had got a great jtock of health, hut nothing elfe;
and that if it were a man’s Lufinefs only to live, there
would not bea more accomplifhed young fellow in the

whole country.
The truth of it is, fince my refiding in thefe parts,
T have feen and heard innumerable inftances of young
heirs and elder brothers. who, either from their own re-
flecting upon the eftates they are born to, and there-
fore thinking all other accomplithments unneceflary, or
“*No 123 from
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from hearing thefe notions frequently inculcated to
them by the flattery of their fervants and domeftics,
or from the fame foolith thought prevailing in thofe
whorhave the care of their education, are of no man-
ner of ufe but to kecp up their families, and tranfmit
their lands and houfes in a line to pofterity.

This makes me often think on a ftory I have heard
of two friends, which I fhall give my reader at large,
under feigned names. The moral of it may, I hope,
be ufeful, though there are fome circumftances which
make it rather appear like a novel, than a true ftory.

Eudoxus and Leontine began the world with fmall
eftates. They were both of them men of good fenfe
and great virtue. They profecuted their ftudies to-
gether in their earlier years, and entered into fuch a
friendfhip as lafted to the end of their lives. Eudoxus,
at his firft fetting out in the world, threw himfelf into
a court, where, by his natural endowments and his ac-
quired abilities, he made his way from one poft to an-
other, until 4t length he had raifed a very confiderable
fortune. Leontine,onthe contrary,{ought all opportuni-
ties of improving his mind by ftudy, converfation, and
travel, He was not only acquainted with all the fi=
ences, but with the moft eminent profeflors of them
throughout Europe. He knew perfeétly well the in-
terefts of its princes, with the cuftoms and fafthions of
their courts, and could fearce meet with the name of
an extraordinary perfon in the Gazette, whom he had
not either talked to or feen. In thort, he had fo well
mixt and digefted his knowledge of men and books,
that he made one of the moft accomplifhed perfons of
his age. During the whole courfe of his ftudies and
travels he kept up a pun&lual correfpondence with
Eudoxus, who often made himfelf acceptable to the
principal men about court by the intélligence which
he received from Leontine, When they were both
turned of forty (an age in which, accerding to Mt
Cowley, ¢ there is ne dallying with life,”) they de-
termined, purfuant to the refolution they had taken
in the beginning of their lives, to retire, and pafs the
remainder of their days in the country. In orderto

Vor. IL 7Y this,
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this, they both of them married much about the fame
time. Leontine, with his own and his wife’s fortune,

‘beught a farm of three hundred a-year, which lay
“within the neighbourhood of his friend Endoxus, who

had purchafed an eftate of as many thoufands. They
were both of them fathers about the fame time. Eudoxus
having a fon born to him, and Leontine a daughter :
but to the unfpeakable grief of the latter, his young
wife (in whom all his happinefs was wrapt up) died in
a few days after the birth of her daughter. His af-
flition would have been infupportable, had not he been
comforted by the daily vifits and converfations of his
friend. As they were one day talking together with
their ufual intimacy, Leontine, confidering how inca-
pable he was of giving his daughter a proper education
in his own houfc, and Eudoxus refletting on the or-
dinary bebaviour of a fon who knows himfelf to be
the heir of a great eftate, they both agreed uponan ex-
change of children, namely, that the boy ihould be
bred up with Leontine as his fon, and that the girl
thould live with Eudoxus as his daughter, until they
were each of them arrived at years of difcretion. The
wife of Eudexus, knowing that her fon could not be fo
adyuntageoufly brought up a5 under the care of Leon-
tine, and confidering at the fame time that he would
be perperually under her own eye, was by degrees
prevailed upon to fall in with the projeét. She there-
fore took Leonilla, for that was the name of the girl,
and educated her as her own daughter. The two
friends on each fide had wrought themfelves to fuch
an habitual tendernefs for the children who were un-
der their direftion, that each of them had the real
paflion of a father, where the title was but imaginary.
Flirio, the name of the young heir that lived with
Leontine, though he had all the duty and affetion
imaginable for his fuppofed parent, was taught to re-
joice at the fight of Eudoxus, who vifited his friend
very frequently, and was diftated by his natural affec-
tion, as well as Dy the rules of prudence, to make
himfelf efleemed and beloved by Florio. The boy
was now old encugh to know his {uppofed father’s cir-

cumftances,
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camftances, and that therefore he was to make his way
in the world by his own indufiry. This confiueration
grew ftronger in him every day, and produced fo good
an effect, that he applied himfeif with more than or-
dinary attention to the purfuit of every thing which
Leontine recommended to him. His natural ablities,
which were very good, aflifted by the directions of fo
excellent a counfelior, enabled him to make a quicker
progrefs than ordinary through all the parts of his e-
ducation. Before he was twenty years of age, ha-
ving finithed his ftudies and exercifes with great ap-
planfe, he was removed from the univerfity to the inns
of court, where there are very few that make themfclves
confiderable proficients in the ftudies of the place, who
know they fhall arrive at great eftates without them.
This wias not Florio’s cafe; he found that three hun-
dred a-year was but a poor eftate for Leontine and
himfelf to live upon, fo that he ftudied without inter-
miffion till he gained a very good infight into the con-
fitution and laws of his country.

I fhould have told my reader, that whilft Florio li-
ved at the houfe of his fofter-father, he was always an
acceptable gueft in the family of Eudoxus, where he
became acquainted with Leonilla from her infancy.
Hisacquaintance with her, by degrees grew into love,
which, ina mind trained up in all the fentiments of ho-
nour and virtee, became a very uneafy paffion, He
defpaired of gaining an heirefs of fo great a fortune,
and would rather have died than attemptgd it by any
indire& methods. Leonilla, who was a woman of the
greateft beauty joined with the greateft modefly, en-
tertained at the fame time a fecret paflion for Florio,
but conducted herfelf with fo much prudence that the
never gave him the leaft intimation of it. Florio was
now engaged in all thofe arts and improvements that
dre proper to raife a man’s private fortune, and give
him a figure in his country, but fecretly tormented
with that paffion which burns with the greateft fury
in a virtuous and noble heazt, when he received a fud-
den fummons from Leontine to repair to him in the
eountry the next day. For it feems Eudoxus was fo

Ty filled
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filled with the report of his fon’s reputation, that he
could nolonger withhold making himfelf known to him.
The morning after his arrival at the houfe of his fup-
poled father, Leontine told him that Eudoxus had
fomething of great importance to communicate to him;
upon which the good man embraced him, and wept.
Florio was no fooner arrived at the great houfe that
ftood in his neighbourhood, but Eudoxus took him
by the hand, after the firft falutes were over, and
conduéted him into his clofet. He there opened to
him the whole fecret of his parentage and education,
conluding after this manner: * I have no other,way
¢¢ left of acknowledging my gratitude to Leontine, than
¢ by marrying you to his daughter. He fhall not
¢ Jofe the pleafure of being your father by the dif-
¢ covery I have made to you. Leonilla too fhall be
¢ ftill my daughter ; her filial piety, though mifplaced,
¢ has been fo exemplary that it deferves the greateft
“reward I can confer upon it. You thall have the
¢ pleafure of fecing a great eftate fall to you, which
¢ you would have loft the relith of had you known
¢ yourfelf born to it. Continue only to deferve it in
¢ the fame manner you did before you were paoffefled
¢ of it. ¥ have lcf{ your mother in the next room.
¢ Her heart yearns towards you. She is making the
¢ fame difcoveries to Leonilla which I have made to
 yourfelf.” Florio was {fo overwhelmed with this
profufion of happinefs, that he was not able to make
a reply, but threw himf{:if down at his father’s feet,
and, amidft a flood of tears, kiffed and embraced h.ls
knees, afking his blefling, and exprefling in dumb fhow
thofe fentiments of love, duty, and gratitude that were
too big for utterance. To conclude,, the happy pair
were married, and half Eudoxus’s eftate fettled upon
them. Leontine and Eudoxus paflfed the remain-
der of their lives together ; and reccived in the duti-
ful and affe@ionate behaviour of Tlorio and Leonilla
the juft recompence, as well as the natural effects of
that care which they had beflowed upon them in their

education,
Monday,
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Monday, July 9, 1711*%.

% A great book is a great evil.”

Max who publifhes his works in a volume, has
an infinite advantage over one who commu-
nicates his writings to the world in loofe tradts and
fingle pieces. We do not expelt to meet with any
thing in a bulky volume, till after fome heavy pream-
ble, and feveral words of courfe, to prepare the reader
for what follows. Nay, authors have eftablifhed it as
a kind of rule, That a man ought to be dullfometimes:
as the moft fevere reader makes allowances for many
refts and nodding-places in a voluminous writers “This
gave occaflon to the famous proverb which I have
~ chofen for my motto, ¢ That a great book is a great
evil.”

On the contrary, thofe who publifh their thoughts
in diftinét fheets, and as it were by piece-meal, have
none of thefe advantages. We muft immediately fall
into our fubjeét, and treat every part of it in a lively
manner, or our Papers are thrown by as dull and in-
fipid. Our matter muft lie clofe together, and either
be wholly new in itfelf, or in the turn it receives from
our expreflions. Were the books of our beft authors

« thus to be retailed to the public, and every page fub-
mitted to the tafte of forty or fifty thoufund readers,
I am afraid we ihould complain of many flat expref-
fions, trivial obfervations, beaten topics, and common
thoughts, which go off very well in the lump. At
the fame time, notwithftanding fome Papers may be
made up of broken hints and irregular fketches, it is
often expected that every fheet thould be a kind of
treatife, and make out in thought what it wants in

*No. 124, bulk ;



¥30 SPECTATOR.

bulk : that a point of humour fhould be worked up in
all its parts ; and a fubject touched upon In its moft effen-
tial articles, without the repetitions, tautologies and
enlargements, that are indulged to longer labours.
The ordinary writers of morality prefcribe to their
readers after the Galenick way; their medicines are
made up in large quantities. An Effay-writer muft
practife in the Chymical method, and give the virtue
of a full draught in a few drops. Were all books re-
duced thus to their quinteffence, many a bulky author
would make his appearance in a penny-paper. There
would be fearce fuch a thing in nature as a Folio; the
works of an age would be contained on a few fhelves;
not to mention millions of volumes that would be
utterly annihilated.

I cannot think that the difficulty of furnifhing ont
feparate Papers of this nature, has hindered authors
from communicating their thoughts to the world after
fuch a manner: though I muit confefs I am amazed
that the prefs thould be only made ufe of in this way
by news-writers, and the zealots of parties ; as if it were
not more advantageous to mankind, to be inflrufted
in wifdom and virtue, than in politics: and to be made
good fathers, hufhands, and fons, than counfellors and
ftatefmen. Had the philofophers and great men of
antiquity, who took fo much pains in order to inftruct
mankind, and leave the world wifer and better than
they found it; had they, I fay, been pofleffed of the
Art of Printing, there is no queftion but they would
have made fuch an advantage of it, in dealing out ~
lectures to the public. Our common Prints would be
of great ufe were they thus calculated to diffufe good
fenfe through the bulk of a people, to clear up their
underftandings, animate their mind¢ with virtue, dif~
fipate the forrows of a heavy heart, or unbend the
mind from its more fevere employments with innocent
amufements. When knowledge, inftead of being
bound up in books, and kept in libraries and retirements,
is thus obtruded upon the public ; when it is canvaf-
fed in every aflembly, and expofed upon every table, I

cannot
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eannot forbear reflefting upen that paffage in the
Proverbs ; ** Wifdom cricth without, fhe utiereth her
# voice in the ftreets: fhe crieth in the chief place of
“ concourfe, in the openings of the gates. In the city
“ the uttereth her words, faying, How long, ye fimple
‘¢ ones, will ye love fimplicity ? and the fcorners de-
‘¢ hight 1 their ftorning ? and fools hate knowledge 27

fie. many letters which come to me from perfons of
the beft fenfe in both fexes, (for I may pronource
their charafters from their way of writing), do not a
little encourage me in the profecution of this my under-
taking ; befides that my bookfeller tells me, the de-
mand for thefe my Papers increafes daily. It is at his
inftance that I fhall continue my rural fpeculations to
the end of this mionth ; feveral having made up fepa-
rate fets of them, as they have done before of thofe re-
lating to Wit, to Operas, to Points of Morality, or Sub-
jeéts of Humonr.

I am not at all mortified, when fometimes I fee my
works thrown afide by men of no taite nor learning.
There is a kind of heavinefs and ignorance that hangs
upon the minds of ordinary men, which is too thick
for knowledge to break through. Their fouls are not
to be enlightened,

Nox atra cava circumvolat wmbra.
Virg. &n. ii. 36¢.

¢ Black night enwraps them in her gleomy fhade.”

To thefe I muft apply the fable of the Mole, That,
after having confulted many oculifts for the bettering
of his fight, was at laft provided with a good pair of
fpeétacles ; but, upen his endeavouring to make ufe of
-them, his mother told him very prudently, ¢ That
“ fpectacies, though they might help the eye of a man,
¢ could be of no ufe to a mole.” It is not therefore
for the benefit of moles that I publith thefe my daily
Effays.

But befides fuch as are Moles through ignorance,
thers
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there are others who are Moles through envy. As it
is faid in a Latin proverb, ¢ That one man Is a Wolf
to another:” fo generally fpeaking, one author is a
Mole to another anthor. It is impoffible for them to
diicover beauties in one another’s works; they have
eyes only for fpots and blemifhes: they can indeed
fee the light, asitis faid of the animals which are their
namefukes, but the idea of it is painful to them ; they
immediately fhut their eyes vpon it, and withdraw
themfelves: into a wilful obfeurity. I have already
caught two or three ofthefe dark undermining vermin,
and intend to make a ftring of them, in order to hang
them up in one of my Papers, as an example to all
fuch voluntary Moles.

Tugfday, July 24, 1711%

N pueri jne tanta animis affuefcite bella ;
Neu patrie validas in vifiera vertite vires.

Virg. K. vi. 832.

® This thirft of kindred blood, my fons, deteft,
# Nor twrn your force againft your country’s breaft.””

Drypen,

Y worthy friend Sir Roger, when we are talk-

ing of the malice of parties, very frequently

tells us an accident that happened to him when he
was a {chool-boy, which was at the time when the
feuds ran high between the Round-heads and Cava-
Jiers. This worthy knight, being then but 4 firipling,
had occafion to inquire whichwas the way to St Anne's
lane, upon which the perfon whom he fpoke to, in-
ftead of anfwering his queftion, called him a young
* popifh cur, and afked him who had made Anne a
faint? The boy, being in fome confufion, inquired of
the next he met, which was the way to Anne’s lane?
*No 125, bug
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but tvas called a prick-eared cur for his pains, and ine
ftead of being fhewn the way, was told that fhe had
been a faint before he was born, and would be one
after he was hanged. Upon this, fays Sir Roger, I
did nor think fit to repeat the former queftion, but
going into every lane of the neighbourhood, afked
what they called the name of that lane. By which
ingenjous artifice he found out the place he inquired
after, without giving offence to any party. Sir Roger
generally clofes thisnarrative with reflections onthe mif-
chiefthat parties do in the country, how they fpoilgood
neighbourhood, and make honeft gentlemen hate one
another; befides that they manifeftly tend to the pre-
judice of the land-tax, and the deftruétion of the game.

There cannot a greater judgment béfal a country
than fuch a dreadful fpirit of divifion as rends a go-
vernment into two diftinét people, and makes them
greater firangers and more averfe to one another, than if
they were actually two different nations.  The effedis
of fuch a divifion are pernicious to the laft degree, not
only with regard to thofe advantages which they give
the common enemy, but to thofe private evils which
they produce in the heart of almoft every parti-
cular perfon. This influence is very fatal both to
men’s morals and their underflandings; it finks the
virtue of a nation, and not only fo, but deftroys even
common fenfe.

A furious party-fpirit, when it rages in its full vio«
lence, exerts itfelf in civil war and bloodfled ; and
when it is under its greateft reftraints naturally breaks
out in falfehood, detradtion, calumny, and a partial
adminiftration of juftice. In a word, it fills a nation
with fpleen and rancour, and extinguithes all the feeds
of good-nature, compaffion, and humanity.

Plutarch fays very finely, That a man fhould not
allow himfelf to hate even his enemies, becaufe, fays
he, if you indulge this paffion in fome occafions, it
will rife of itfelf in others: if you hate your enemies,
you will contra& fuch a vicious habit of mind, as by
degrees will break out upon thofe who are your friends,
or thole who are indifferent to you. I might here obx
* Vor. IL. U : ferve
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ferve how admirably this precept of morality (which
derives the malignity of hatred from the paflion itfelf,
and not from its object) anfwers to that great rule
which was dictated to the world about an hundred
years before this philofopher wrote ; but inftead of
that, I fhall only take notice, with a real grief of heart,
that the minds of many good men among us appear
foured with party-principles, and alienated from one
another in fuch a manner, as feems to me altogether
inconfiftent with the dictates either of reafon or reli-
gion. Zeal for a public caufe is apt to breed paffions
in the hearts of virtuous perfons, to which the regard
of their own private intereft would never have betray-
ed them.

If this party-fpirit has fo ill an effet on our morals,
it has likewife a very great one upen our judgments.
‘We often hear a poor infipid paper or pamphlet cried
up, and {fometimes a noble piece depreciated, by thofe
who are of a different principle from the author. One
who is actuated by this {pirit is almoft under an inca-
pacity of difterning either real blemifhes or beauties.
A man of merit in a different prifciple, is like an ob-
Je€t feen in two different mediums, that appears crook-
ed or broken, however firaight and intire it may be in
itfelf. Tor this reafon there is fearce a perfon of any
figure in England, who does not go by two contrary
charafters, as oppofite to one another as light and
darknes. Knowledge and learning fuffer in a particu-
lar manner from this ftrange prejudice, which at pre-
fent prevails amongit all ranks and degrees in the Bri-
tith nation. As men formerly became eminent in
learned {ocieties by their parts and acquifitions, they
now diftinguifh themfelves by the warmth and violence
with which they efpoufe their refpeétive parties. Books
are valued upon the like confiderations. An abufive
{currilous ftile pafles for fatire, and a dull fcheme of
party-notions is called fine writing.

There is one piece of fophiftry practifed by both fides,
and that is the taking any fcandalous ftory that has
been ever whifpered or invented of a private man, for
a known undoubted truth, and raifing fuitable fpecus
o lations
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“lations upon it, Calumnies that have been néver pro-

ved, or have been often refuted, are the ordinary pof-
tulatums of thefe infamous feribblers; upon which they
proceed as upon firft principles granted by all men,
-though in ‘their hearts they know they are falfe, or
at beft very doubtful.. When they have laid thefe
foundations of feurrility, it is no wonder that their fu-
perftruéture is every way anfwerable to them. - If this
{hamelefs practice of the prefent age endures much
longer, praife and reproach will ceafe to be motives of
adtion in good men.

There are certain periods of time in all gc\'ernments
when this inhuman ({;:rlt prevails. Italy was long torn
in pieces by the Guelfes and Gibellines, and France by
thofe who were for and againft the League: but it is
very unhappy for a man to be born in fuch a ftormy
and tempeftuous feafon. It is the reftlefs ambition of
artful men that thus breaks a people into faétions, and
draws feveral well-meaning perfons to their intereft by
a fpecious concern for their country.  How many
honeft minds are filled with uncharitable and barbarous
notions, outof their zeal for the public good ? Whatcruel-
ties and outrages would they not commit again{t men of
an adverfe party, whom they would honour and efteem ;
if inftead of confidering them as they are reprefented,
they knew them as they are? Thus are perfons of the
greateft probity feduced into thameful errors and pre-
Judices, and made bad men even by that nobleft of
principles, the love of their country. I cannot here
forbear mentioning the famous Spanith proverb, * If
¢ there were neither fools nor knaves in the world,
¢ all people would be of one mind.”

For my own part, I could heartily wifh that all
honeft men would enter into an aflociation for the fup-
port of one another againft the endeavours of thole
whom they ought tolook uponas their common enemies,
whatfoever fide they may belong to. "Were there fuch
an honeft body of neutral forces, we thould never ee
the worit of men in great figures of life, becaufe they
are ufeful to a party ; nor the beft unregarded, becaufe
they are above praltifing thofe methods which would be

Uz grateful
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grateful to theirfadtion. We {hould then fingle every
criminal out of the herd, and hunt him down, how-
ever formidable and overgrown he might appear: on
the contrary, we fhould fhelter difirefled innocence,
and defend virtue, however befet with contempt or ri-
dicule, envy or defamation. In fhort, we fhould not
any longer regard our fellow-fubjeéts as whigs or to-
. ies, but thould make the man of merit our friend, and
the villain ‘our enemy.

—

Wednefday, July 25, 1711%,

Tros Ré}.‘fdtﬂ;fn fuat, nullo diferimine habebo.
Virg. Zn. x. 108,

4 Rutulians, Trojans, are the fame to me.” Drypen,

N my yefterday’s Paper I propofed that the honeft
men of all parties thould enter into a kind of affo-
ciation for the defence of one another, and the con-
fufion of their common enemies. As it is defigned
this neutral body fhould aét with a regard to nothing
but truth and equity, and diveft themfelves of the little
heats and prepofleflions that cleave to parties of all
kinds, I have prepared for them the following form
of an aflociation, which may exprefs their intentions
in the moft plain and fimple manner.

“ WEe whofe names are hereunto f{ubferibed do fo~
¢ lemnly declare, That we do in our confciences be-
¢ Jieve two and two make four; and that we fhall ad-
¢ judge any man whatfoever to be our enemy who
¢ endeavours to perfuade us to the contrary. We are
¢ likewife ready to maintain with the hazard of all
¢ that is near and dear to us, That fix is lefs than
“ feven in all times and all places; and that ten
¢ will not be more three years hence than it is at
¢ prefent. We doalfo firmly declare, That it is our
¢ refolution as long as we liveto call black black, and
#¢ white white. And we fhall upon all occafions op-

* No 124, ¢ pofe
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#¢ pofe fuch perfons that upon any day of the year
¢¢ fhall call black white, or white black, with the ut-
¢ moft peril of our lives and fortunes.”

Were there fuch a combination of honeft men, who
without any regard to places would endeavour to ex-
tirpate all fuch furious zealots as would facrifice one
half of their country to the paffion and intereit of the
" other; as alfo fuch infamous hypocrites, that are for
promoting their own advantage under colour of the
puodlic goad ; with all the profligate immoral retainers
to each fide, that have nothing to recommend them
but an implicit {ubmiffion to their leaders ; we fhould
foon fee that furious party-{pirit extinguifhed, which
may in time expofe us to the derifion and contempt
of all the nations about us. .

A member of this {ociety, that would thus careful-
ly employ himfelf in making room for merit, by
throwing down the worthlefs and deprived part o
mankind from thofe confpicuous ftations of life to which
they have been fometimes advanced, and all this with-
out any regard to his private intereft, would be no
{mall benefactor to his country. :

I remember to have read in Diodorus Siculus an
account of a very adlive little animal, which I think
he ealls the Ichneumon, that makes it the whole bufi-
nefs of his life to break the eggs of the crocodile,
which he is always in fearch after. This inftinét is
the more remarkable, becaufe the Ichneumon never
feeds upon the eggs he has broken, nor any other way
finds his dccount in them. Were it not for the incel-

fant labours of this induftrious animal, Agypt, {ays
" the hiftorian, would be over-run with . crocediles ;

for the Egyptians are {o far from deftroying thofe
pernicious creatures, that they worfhip them as gods.
If we look into the behaviour of ordinary partizans,
- we fhall find them' far from refembling this difinter-
efted animal; and rather aéting after the example of
the wild Tartars, who are ambitious of defiroying a
man of the moft extraordinary parts and accomplhih-
ments; as thinking that upon his deceafe the fame ta-
lents,
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Ients, whatever poft they qualified him for, enter of
courfe into his deftroyer.

As in the whole train of my Speculatlons I have
endeavoured, as much as I am able, to extinguifh that
pernicious {pirit of paffion and prejudice, which rages
with the fame violence in all pirties, I am ftill the
more defirous of doing fome good in this particular,
becanfe I obferve that the fpirit of party reigns more
in the country than in the town. It here contrats a
kind of brutality and rufti¢ fiercenefs, to which men
of a politer converfation are wholly ftrangers. Tt ex-
tends itfelf even to the return of the bow and the hat;
and at the fame time that the heads of parties pre-
ferve towards one another an outward fhow of good-
breeding, and keep up a perpetual intercourfe of ci-
vilities, their tools that are difperfed in thefe outly-
ing' parts will not fo much as mingle together at a
cock-match.  This humour fills the country with
feveral periodical meetings of Whig jockies and Tory
fox-hunters ; not to mention the innumerable curfes,
frowns, and whifpers it produces at a quarter-feffions.

I do not know whether I have obferved in any of my
former Papers, that my friends Sir Roger de Cover-
ley and Sir Andrew Freeport are of different princi-
ples, the firft of them inclined to the landed, and the
other to the monied intereft. This humour is fo mo-
derate in each of them, that it proceeds no further
than to an agreeable raillery, which very often diverts
the reft of the club. I find however that thexknight
is a much ftronger tory in the country than in town,
which, as he has told me in my ear, 1s abfolutely ne-
ceflary for the keeping up his intereft. In all our
journey from London to his houfe we did not fo much
as bait at a whig inn ; or if by chance the eoachman
itopped at a wrong place, one of Sir Roger’s fervants
would ride up to his mafter full fpeed, and whifper
to him that the mafter of the houfe was againft
fuchan one in the laft ele®ion. 'This often betrayed
us into hard beds and bad chear ; for we were not fo
inquifitive about the inn as the inn-keeper ; and, pro-
vided our landlord’s prmc;plea were found, did not

taks
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take any notice of the ftalenefs of his provifions.
This I found ftill, the more inconvenient, becaufe the
better the hoft was, the worfe generally were his ac-
commodations ; the fellow knowing very well that
thofe who were his friends would take up with coarfe
diet and a hard lodging. For thefe reafons, all the
while I was upon the road I dreaded entering into a
houfe of any one that Sir Roger had applauded for an
honeft man.

Since my ftay at Sir Roger’s in the country, I daily
find more inftances of this narrow party-humour. Be-
ing upon the bowling-green at a neighbouring market-
town the other day, (for that is the place where the
gentlemen of one fide meet once a-week) I obferved a
ftranger among them of abetter prefence and genteeler
behaviour than ordinary ; butwas much furprifed, that
notwithftanding he was a very fair better, no body
would take him up. But upon inquiry I found, that
he was one who had given a difagreeable vote in a
former parliament, for which reafon there was not
man upon that bowling-green who would have {o
much correfpondence with him as to win his money
off him,

Among other inflances of this nature, I muft not
omit one which concerns myfelf. Will. Wimble was
the other day relating feveral flrange ftories that he
had picked up, 'no body knows where, of a certain
great man; and upon my ftaring at him, as one that
was furprifed to hear fuch things in the country, which
had never been fo much as whifpered in the town,
‘Will. ftopped fhortin the thread of his difcourfe, and
after dinner afked my friend Sir Roger in his ear if he
was fure that I was not a fanatic. ‘

It gives me a ferious concern to fee fuch a fpirit of
diffention in the country ; not only as it deftroys vir-
tue and common fenfe, and renders us in a manner
barbarians towards one another, but as it perpetuates
our animofities, widens: our breaches, and tranf{mits
our prefent paffions and prejudices to our pofterity.
For my own part, I am fometimes afraid that I dii-
cover the feeds of .a civil warin thefe our divifions;

: and
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and therefore cannot but bewail, as in their firft prin-
ciples, the miferies and calamities of.our children.

‘T,Evm_'fday,_]uly 26, 1711%,

—a— Guantum eff in rebus inane ! Perfi Sar. 1. 1.
¢ How much of emptinefs we find id things!*

T is our cuftomat Sir Roger’s, upon the corhing in

of the pott, to fit about a pot of coftee, and hear
the old knight read Dyer’s Letter ; which he does with
his fpectacles upon his nofe, and in an audible voice,
fmiling very often at thofe little firokes of fatire
which are fo frequent in the writings of that anthor.
I afterwards communicate to the knight fuch packets
as I receive under the quality of Spectator. The fol-
lowing letter chancing to pleafe him more than ordi
nary, 1 {hall publifh it at his requeft.

¢ Mr SPECTATOR,

¢ OU have diverted the town almoft a wholemonth
% at the expence of the country, it is now high
£ time that you fhould give the country their revenge.
* Since your withdrawing from this place, the fair-fex
¢ are run into great extravagancies. Their petticoats,
¢ which began to heave and {well before you left us,
¢ are now blown up into a moft enormeusconcave, and
¢ rife every day more and more. In fhort, Sir, fince
¢ our women know themfelves to'be out of the eye of
¢ the Spectator, they will be kept within no compafs.
¢ You praifed them a little too foon, for the modefty
¢ of their head-dreffes; for as the humour of a fick
¢ perfon is often driven out of one limb into another,
¢ their fuperfluity of ornaments, inftead of being in-
¢ tirely banifhed, feems only fallen from their heads
“upon their lower parts. What they have loft in
% height they make up in breadth, and contrary to. all

*No. 127, * rules
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¢ rules of archite@ture widen the foundations at the
¢ fa.ne time that they fhorten the (uperitrufture. Were
¢ they, like Spanifh jennets, to impregnate by the
¢ wind, they could not have thought on a more pro-
¢ per invention. But as we do not yet hear any par-
¢ ticular ufe in this petticoat, or that it contains any
¢ thing more than what was fuppofed to be in thofe
¢ of {cantier make, we are wonderfully at a lofs about
St

¢ The women give out, in defence of thefe wide bot-
¢ toms, that they are airy, and very proper for the fea-
¢ fon; but this [ look npon to be only a pretence, and
¢ a piece of art, for it is well known we have not had
¢a more moderate fammer thefe many years, fo that
¢ it is certain the heat they complain of cannot be in
¢the weather. Befides, I would fain afk thefe tender-
* conftitutioned ladies, why they fhould require more
¢ cooling than their mothers before them ?

“Ifind feveral fpeculative perfons are of opinion that
¢ ourfex has of late years been very faucy, and that
¢ the hoop-petticoat 1s made ufe of to keep us at a dift-
¢ ance. It is moft certain that a woman's honour can-
¢ not be better intrenched than after this manner, in
¢ circle within circle, amid{t fuch a variety of out-works
¢ and lines of circumvallation. A female who is thus
¢ invefted in whalebone is fufficiently fecured againft
¢ the approaches of an ill-bred fellow, who might as
¢ well think of Sir George Etherege’s way of making
¢ Love in a Tub, as in the midft of fo many hoops.

¢ Among thefe various conjectures, there are men of
¢ {uperflitious tempers, who look upon the Hoop Pet-
¢ ticoat as a kKind of prodigy. Some will have it that
¢ it portends the downfal of the French king, and ob-
¢ ferve that the Farthingal appeared in England a lit=
¢ tle before the ruin of the Spanifh monarchy. Others
¢ are of opinion that it foretels battle and bloodfhed,
¢ and believe it of the fame prognoftication as the tail
¢ of a blazing ftar. For my part, I am apt to think
¢ it is a fign that multitudes are coming into the world
¥ :rathe; than going out of it. ;

¢ The firlt time I faw a lady drefled in one of thefe

Vor. IL X petticoats,
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¢ petticoats, I could not forbear blaming her in my
¢ own thoughts for walking abroad when fhe was fo
* near her time, but foon recovered myfelf out of my
¢ error, when I found all the modifth part of the fex
€ as far gone as herfelf. Tt is generally thought fome
¢ crafty women have thus betrayed their companions
¢ into hoops, that they might make them acceflary to
¢ their own concealments, and by that means efcape
¢ the cenfure of the world: as wary generals have
¢ fometimesdreffed two or three dozen of their friends
€ in their own habit, that they might not draw upon
¢ themfelves any particular attacks from the enemys
¢ The ftrutting petticoat fmooths all diftin¢tions, levels
¢ the mother with the daughter; and fets maids and:
¢ matrons, wives and widows, upon the fame bottom.
¢ In the mean while, I cannot but be troubled to fee
¢ fo many well-fhaped innocent virgins bloated up,
¢ and waddling up and down like big-bellied women.

¢ Should this fathion get among the ordinary people,
¢ our public ways would be fo crowded that we fhould
¢ want ftreet-room. Several congregations of the beft
¢ fathion find themielves already very much ftraitened,
¢and if the mode increafe, I with it may not drive
¢ many ordinary women into meetings and conven=
¢ ticles. Should our fex, at the fame time, take it inte
¢ their heads to wear Trunk Breeches (as who knows
¢ what their indignation at this female treatment may
¢ drive them to !) a man and his wife would fill a whole
¢ pew.

0 You kriow, Sir, it is recorded of Alexander the
¢ Great, that in his Indian expedition he buried feveral
¢ fuits of armour, which by his direCtions were made
¢ much too big for any of his foldiers, in order to give
¢ pofterity an extraordinary idea of him, and make
¢ them believe he had commanded 2n army of giants.
€I am perfuaded that if one of the prefent petticoats
¢ happens to be hung up in any repofitory of curio-
¢ fities, it will lead into the fame error,the generations
¢ that lic fome removes from us ; unlefs we can believe
¢ gur polterity will think fo difrefpectfully of their great

4 grand-
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¢ grand-mothers, that they made themfelves monftrous
¢ to appear amiable.

¢ When I furvey this new-fathioned Rotunda in all
¢ its parts, I cannot but think of the old philofopher,
¢ who, after having entered into an Egyptian temple,
¢ and looked abowut for the idol of the place, at length
¢ difcovered a little black monkey infhrined in the
¢ midit of i¢, upon which he could not forbear crying
¢ out, to the great fcandal of the worthippers, What
¢ a magnificent palace is here for fuch a ridiculous in-
¢ habitant ! i

¢ Though you have taken a refolution, in one of
¢ your Papers, to avoid defcending to particularities of
¢ drefs, I'believe you will not think it below you, on
¢ fo extraordinary an occafion, to unhoop the fair fex,
¢ and cure this fafhionable tympany that is got among
¢ them. I am apt to think the petticoat will thrink of
¢its own accord at your firft coming to town; at
¢ leaft a touch of your pen will make it contra&t itfelf
¢ like the fenfitive plant, and by that means oblige fe-
< veral who are either terrified oraftonifhed at this por~
¢ tentous novelty, and among the reft,

¢ Your humble fervant, &c.

e e—

Friday, July 27, 1711*,

-r—-—_C:omrdia difcors. Lucan. 1. g8,
———¢ Harmonious difcord.”

OMEN in their nature are much more gay

and joyous than men ; whether it be that their
blood is more refined, their fibres more delicate, and
their animal {pirits more li ght andvolatile ; or whether,
as fome have imagined, there may not be a kind of
fex in the very foul, I {hall not pretend to determine.
As vivacity is the gift of women, gravity is that of men,
They thould each of them therefore keep a watch up-
% *No, 128, X 2 on
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on the particular bias which nature has fixed in their
minds, that it many not Draw too much, and lead
them out of the paths of reafon. This will certainly
happen, if the one in every word and action affeéts
the charadter of being rigid and fevere, and the other
of being brifk and airy. Men fhould beware of being
captivated by a kind of favage philofophy, women by a
thoughtlefs gallantry., Where thefe precautions are
not obferved, the man often degenerates into a cynic,
the woman inte a coquette: the man grows fullen
and morofe, the woman impertinent and fantaftical.

By what I have faid. we may conclude, menand wo-
men were made as counterparts to one another, that
the pains and anxieties of the hufband might be re-
lieved by the {prightlinefs and good-humour of the
wife. . When thefe are rightly tempered, care and
¢hearfulnefs go band in hand; and the family, like a
fhip that is duly trimmed, wants neither fail norballaft.

Natural hiftorians obferve (for whilft I am in the
country, I muft fetch my allufions from thence), that
only the male birds have voices; that their fongs be«
gin a little before breeding-time, and end a little af-
ter ; that whilft the hen is covering her eggs. the male
generally takes his ftand npon a neighbouring bough
within her hearing; and by that means amufes and
diverts her with his fongs during the 'whole time of
her fitting. i - '

This contra& among birds lafts no longer than till
a brood of young ones arifes from it: fo that in the
feathered kind, the cares and fatigues of the married
{tate, if I may fo callit, lie principally upon the female.
On the contrary, as in our fpecies the man and the
woman are joined together for life, and the main
burden refts upon the former, nature has given all
the little arts of foothing and blandifhment to the
female, that the may chear and animate her compa-
nion in a conftant ‘and afiduous application to the ma-
king a provifion for his family, and the educating of
their common children. This however is not to be
taken fo firifily, as if the fame duties were not often
reciprocal, and incumbent on both parties ; but only
b 5 f tg
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10 fet forth what feems to have been the general in-

tention of nature, in the different inclinations and en=

dowments which are befiowed on the different fexes.

But whatever was the reafon that man and woman

were made with this variety of temper, if we obferve

the conduét of the fair fex, we find that they choofe

rather to affociate the nfelves with a perfon who re-

fembles them in that light and volatile humour whick
is natural to them, than to fuch as are qualified to mode-
rate and coun:erlnlance it. It has been anold com-
plaint, that the coxcomb carries it with them before
the man of fenfe. When we fre a fellow loud and
talkative, full of infipid life and laughter, we may ven-
ture to pronounce him a female favourite. Noife and

flutter are fuch accomplifhments as they cannot with-
ftand. To be fhort, the paffion of an ordinary wo-
man for a man is nothing elfe but felf-love diverted up-
on another obje¢t. She would have the lover a woman

in every thing but the fex. I do not know a finer piece
of fatire on this part of womankind, than thofe lines
of Mr Dryden,

Our thoughtlefs fex is caught by outward form
And empty noife; and loves itfelf in man.

This is a fource of infinite calamities to the fex, as

it frequently joins them to men, who in their own
thoughts are as fine creatures as themfelves, or if they
chance to be good-humoured, ferve only to diffipate
their fortunes, inflame their follies, and aggravate their
indifcretions.™ *
' The fame female levity is no lefs fatal to them after
marriage than before, It reprefents to their imagina-
tions the faithful, prudent hufband as an honeft, trac-
table and domeftic animal; and turns their thoughts
upon the fine gay gentleman that Jaughs, fings, and
drefes fo much more agreeably.

As this irregnlar vivacity of temper leads aftray the
hearts of Ordlnarv wemen in the choice of their lovers
imd the treatment of their hufbands, it operates with
the fame pernicions mﬂuencc towards their children,

who
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who are taught to accomplifh themfelves in all thofe
fublime perfettions that appear captivating in the eye
of their mother. She admires in her fon what fhe
loved in her gallant: and by that means contributes
all fthe can to perpetuate herfelf in a worthlefs pro-

83%
he younger Fauftina was a lively inftance of this
fort of women. Notwithftanding fhe was married to
Marcus Aurelius, one of the greateft, wifeft, and beft
of the Roman emperors, fhe thought a common gla-
diator much the prettier gentleman; and had taken
fuch care to accomplifh her fon Commodus according
to her own notions of a fine man, that when he afcend-
ed the throne of his father, he became the moft foolifla
and abandoned tyrant that was ever placed at the head
of the Roman empire, fignalizing himfelf in nothing
but the fighting of prizes, and knocking out men’s
brains. As he had no tafte of true glory, we fee him
in feveral medals and {tatues which are flill extant of
him, equipped like a Hercules, with g club and a lion’s
in.

I have been led into this Speculation by the charac-
ters I'have heard ofa country-gentleman and hislady,
who do not live many miles from Sir Roger. The
wife is an old coquette, that is always hankering af-
ter the diverfions of the town; the huiband 2 mo-
rofe ruftick, that frowns and frets at the name of it.
The wife is over-run with affeftation, the hustband funk
into brutality. The lady cannot bear the noife of the
larks and nightingales, hates your tedious fummer-
days, and is fick at the fight of thady woods and pur-
ling fireams ; the hufband wonders how any one can
be pleafed with the fooleries of plays and operas, and
rails from morning to night ateflenced fops and tawdry
courtiers. Their children are educated in thefe dif-
ferent notions of their parents. The fons follow the
father about his grounds, while the daughters read
volumes of love-letters and romances to their mother.
By this means it comes to pafs, that the girls look up-
on their father as a clown, and the boys think theie
mother na better than:{he fhould he.

How
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. How different are the lives of Ariftus and Afpafia !

& innocent vivacity ofthe one is tempered and com-
pofed by the chearful gravity of the other. The wife
grows wife by the difcourfes of the hufband, and the
hufband good-humoured by the converfations of the
wife. Ariftus would not be fo amiable were it not
for his Afpafia, nor, Afpafia fo much efteemed were it
not for her Ariftus. Their virtues are, blended in
their children, and diffufe through the whole family
a perpetual {pirit of benevolence, complacency, and fa-
tisfaction.

Saturday, July 28, 1711%,

Pertentem fefe fruftra felabere canthum,
Cum rota poflerior carras & in axe fecundo.
Perf, Sat. v. 71+

¢ Thou, like the hindmoft chariot-wheels, art curft
¢ Still o be near, but ne’er to be the firft.” Drypex,

REAT mafters in painting never care for drasy-

ing people in the fathion; as very well know-

ing that the head-drefs, or periwig, that now prevails,
and gives a grace to their portraitures at prefent, will
make a very odd figure, and perhaps look monftrous
in the eges of pofterity. Fdr this teafon they often
reprefent an illufirious perfon in a Roman habit, or
in fome other drefs that never varies. I could wifli,
for the fake of my country friends, that there was
fuch a kind of Everlafting Drapery to be madé ufe of
by all who live at a certain diftance frem the town,
and that they would agree upon fuch fathions as
fhould never be liable to chianges and innovations.
For want of this ftanding drefs, a man who takes a
journey into the country is as much furprifed, asone
who walks in a gallery of old family pictures, and finds
as great a variety of garbs and habits in the perfons he
* No. r29. converfes
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converfes with. Did they keep to one conftant drefs,
they would fometimes be in the fathion, which they
never are as matters ire managed at prefent. If in-
ftead of running after the mode, they would continue
fixed in one certain habit, the mode would fome time
or other overtake them, as a clock that ftands fiill is
fuire to point right once in twelve hours. In this cafe
therefore 1 would advife them, as a gentleman did his
friend who was hunting about the whole town after a
rambling fellow, ¥ you follow him you will never
find him, but if you plant yourfelf at the corner of any
one ftreet, I will engage it will not be long before you
{ee him.

I have already touched upon this fubjc& in a Spe-
culation which fhews how cruelly the country are led
aftray in following the town ; and eqmpped in a ridi-
culous habit, when they fancy themfelves in the height
of the mode. Since that Speculation I have received a
letter (which T there hinted at) from a gentleman who
is now on the Weftern Circuit,

¢ Mr SpecTATOR,

EING a lawyer ofthe Middle Temple 3 Cornith-
B man by birth, I generally ride the weftern cir-
¢ cuit for my health, and as I am not interrupted with
¢ clients, have leifure to make many obfervations that
¢ efcape the notice of my fellow-travellers.
¢ One of the mofit fathionable women I met with in
* all the circuit was my landiady at Stains, where I
¢ chanced to be aton a holiday. Her commode was
¢ not half a foot high, and her petticoat within fome
¢ yards of a modifh circumference. In the fame place
1 obferved a young fellow with a tolerable periwig,
¢ had it not been covered with a hat that was fhaped
¢ in the Ramilie cock. As I proceeded in my journey
¢ Iobferved the petticoat grew fcantier and fcantier,
¢ and about threefcore miles from London was {o very
¢ unfafthionable, that a woman might walk in it with-
¢ out any manner of inconvenience.
¢ Not far from Salifbury I took notice of a juftice of
¢ peace’s lady, who was at leait ten years behind-hand
¢ in

L ]
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“in her drefs, but as the fame time as fine as hands
‘could make her. She was flounced and furbelowed
¢ from head to foot ; every ribbon was wrinkled, and
‘ every part of hc.r garments in curl, fo that the
¢ looked like one of thofe animals which in the country
¢ we call a Friezland hen.
¢ Not many miles beyond this place T was informed
¢ that one of the laft year's little muffs had by [ome
¢ means or other ftraggled into thofe parts, and that
“all the women of fathion were cutting their old
¢ muffs in two, or retrenching them, according to the
¢ little model which was got among them. I cannot
¢ believe the report they have there, that it was fent
¢ down franked by a parliament-man in a little packet;
¢ but probably by mext winter this fafhion will be at
¢ the height in the country, when it is quite out at
¢ London.
¢ The greateft bean at our next county f{eflions was
¢ drefled in 2 moft monftrous flaxen periwig, that was
¢ made in king William's reign. The wearer of it
¢ goes, it feems, in his own hair when he is at home,
¢ and lets his wig lie in buckle for.a whole half year,
¢ that he may put it on upon occafion to meet the judges
“inita
¢ T mull not here omit.an adventure which happen-
¢ ed to usin acountrychurch upon the frontiers of Corn-
¢ wall. . As we were in the midft of the fervice, a lady,
¢ who is the chief woman of the place, and had pafled
¢ the winter at London with her hufband, entered the
< congregation in alittle head-drefs, and a hooped pet-
¢ ticoat. The people, who were wonderfully ftartled
¢ at fuch a fight, all of themrofe up. Some ftared at
¢ the prodigious bottom, and fome at the little top of-
¢ this ftrange drefs. In the mean time, the lady of
¢ the manor filled the area of the church, and walked
to her pew with an unfpeakable fatisfaétion, a-
¢ midft the whifpers, conjectures, and aftonithments of
¢ the whole congregation.
¢ Upon our way fron hence we faw a young fellow
¢ riding towards us full gallop, with a bob wig and
¢ 2 black filken bag tied to it. He ftopt fhort at the
Vor. IL Y coach
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¢ coach to afk us how far the judges were behind us.
¢ His ftay was fo very fhort, that we had only time to
¢ obferve his new filk waiftcoat, which was unbut-
“ toned in feveral places to let us fee that he had a
¢ clean fhirt on, which was ruffled down to his mid-
¢ dle.

¢ From this place, during our progrefs through the
¢ moft weftern parts of the kingdom, we fancied our-
¢ felves in king Charles the Second s reign, the people
¢ having made very little variations in their drefs fince
¢ that time. The fmarteft of the country fquires ap-
¢ pear {till in the Monmouth-cock, and when they go
¢ a-wooing (whether they have any poft in the militia
¢ or not) they generally put on a red coat. We were,
¢ indeed, very much furprifed, at the place we layat
¢lafl night, to meet with a gentleman that had accou-
¢ tred himfelf in a night-cap-wig, a coat with long pock-
¢ ets and {lit fleeves, and a pair of fhoes with high
¢ fcollop tops ; but we foon found by his converfation
¢ that he was a perfon who laughed at the ignorance
¢ and rufticity of the country people, and was refolved
¢to live and die in the mode.

¢ 8IR, if you think this account of my travels may
¢ be of any advantage to the public, I will next year
¢ trouble you with fuch occurrences as I fhall meet with
¢ in other partsof England. For I am informed there
¢ are greater curiofities in the northern circuit than
¢in the weftern ; and that a fafhion makes its progrefs
¢ much flower into Cumberland than into Cornwall.
¢I have heard in particular, that the Steenkirk
¢ arrived but two months ago at Newcaftle, and that
¢ there are feveral Commodes in thofe parts which
f are worth taking a journey thither to fee.’

Monday,
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Monday, July 30, 1711%,

—-—--——-Semperqm recentes
Convedlare juvat pradas, & vivere rapto. i
Virg. JEn. vii. 748

¢ A plundering race, flill eager to invade,
& On fpoil they hve, and make of theft a trade.”

S T was yefterday riding out in the field with my

: friend Sir Roger, we faw, at a little diftance
from us, a troop of Gipfies.. Upon the firit difcovery
of them, my friend was in fome doubt whether hé
thould not exert the juftice of the peace upon fuch a
band of lawlefs vagrants; but not having his clerk
with him, who is a neceffary counfellor on thefe occa=
fions, and fearing that his poultry might fare the worfe
for it, he let the thought drop; but at the fame time
gave me a particular account of the mifchiefs they do
in the country, in ftealing people’s goods and fpoiling
their fervants. If a ftray piece of linen hangs upon an
hedge, fays Sir Roger, they are fure to have it ; if a
hog lofes his way in the fields, it is ten to one but he
becomes their prey: our geefe cannot live in peace for
them ; if a man profecutes them with feverity, his hexn-
rooft is fure to pay for it. They generally ftraggle
into thefe parts about this time of the year; and fet
~ the heads of our fervant-maids fo agog for hufbands;
that we do not expet to have any bufine(s done as it
ihould be, whilft they are in the country. I have an
honeft dairy-maid who croffes their hands with a piece
of filver every fummer, and never fails being promifed
the handfomeft young fellowin the parifh for her pains.
Your friend the butler has been fool enough to be fe-
duced by them ; and though he is fure to lofe a knife,
a fork, or a fpoon every time his fortune is told him,
generally fhuts himfelf up in the pantry with an old
* No. 130. Y 2 giply
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gipfy for above half an hour once in 2 twelvemonth,
Sweethearts are the things they live upon, which they
beftow very plentifully upon all thofe that apply them-
felves to them. You fee now and then fome hand-
fome young jades among them ; the fluts have very
often white teeth and black eyes.

Sir Roger obferving that I liftened with great atten-
tion to his account ofa people who were fo intirely new
to me, told me, that if I would, they fhould tell us
our fortunes. As 1 was very well pleafed with the
knight's propofal, we rode up and communicated our
hands to them. A Caflandra of the crew, after having
examined my lines very diligently, told me, That I lov-
eda pretty maid in a corner; that I was a good woman'’s
man ; with fome other particulars which I do not
think proper to relate. My friend, Sir Roger, alighted
from his horfe, and expofing his palm to two or three
that ftood by him, they crumpled itinto all {hapes, and
diligently feanned every wrinkle that could be made in
it ; when one of them, who was older and more fun-
burnt than the reft, told him, that he had a widow
in his line of life. Upon which the knight cried, Go,
0, you are an idle baggage; and at the fame time

miled upon me. The gipfy finding he was not dif-
pleafed in his heart, told him, after a farther inquiryinto
his hand, that kis true-love was conftant, and that fhe
fhould dream of him to-night. My old friend cried
pifh, and bid her go on. ‘The gipfy told him that he
was a bachelor, but would not be {6 long ; and that
he was dearer to fomebody than he thought. The
knight fiill repeated, She was an idle baggage, and bid
her go on. Ah, mafter, fays the gipfy, that roguifh
Ieer of your’s makes a pretty woman's heart ake; you
have not that fimper about the mouth for nothing.—
"The uncouth gibberifh with which all this was urtered,
like the darknefs of an oracle, made us the more atten-
tive to it. To be fhort, the knight left the money
with her that he had croffed her hand with, and got
1p again on his hotfe. ' '

As we were riding away, Sir Roger told me, that
ke knew feveral (ziufible people who believed thefe

_ gipfies
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gipfies now and then foretold very firange things ;
and for half an hour together appeared more jocund
than ordinary. Intheheight of his'good-humour, meet-
ing a common beggar upon the road who was no con-
jurer, as he went to relieve him he found his pocket was
picked ; that being a kind of palmiftry at which this
race of vermin are very déxterous.

I might here entertain my readers with hiftorical
remarks on this idle profligate people, who infeft all
the countries of Europe, and live in the midit of go-
vernments in a kind of commonwealth by themfelves.
But inftead of entering into obfervations of this nature,
I fhall fill the remaining part of my Paper with a ftory,
which is ftill frefh in Holland, and was printed in one of
our monthly accounts about twenty years ago. * As
¢ the Trekfchuyt, or Hackney-boat, which carries paf-
¢ fengers from Leyden to Amfterdam, was putting off,
* 2 boy running along the fide of the canal defired to
* be taken in; which the mafter of the boat refufed,
¢ becaufe the lad had not money enough to pay the
¢ ufual fare. An eminent merchant being pleafed with
* the looks of the boy, and fecretly touched with com-
¢ paflion towards him, paid the money for him, and
¢ ordered him to be taken on board. Upon talking
¢ with him afterwards, he found that he could fpeak
* readily in three or four languages, and learned upon
, further examination that he was flolen away when
*he was a child by a gipfy, and had rambled ever
¢ fince with a gang of thofe ftrollers up and down fe-
¢ veral parts of Europe. It happened that the mer-
“chant, whofe heart feems to have inclined towards
¢ the boy by a fecret kind of inftin&®, had himfelf loft
* a child fome years before. The parents, aftera long
¢ fearch for him, gave him for drowned in one of the
¢ canals with which that country abounds; and the
¢ mother was fo afflicted at the lofs of a fine boy, who
“was her only fon, that fhe died for grief ofit. Upoun
* laying together all particulars, and examining the fe-
¢veral moles and marks by which the mother ufed to
¢ deferibe the child when he was firft miffing, the boy
“proved to bethe fon of the merchant whofe heart

o L - h‘li
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¢ had fo unaccountably melted at the fight of himt
¢ The lad was very well pleafed to find a father

¢ was {o rich, and likely to leave him a good eftate:
« the father on the other hand was not a little delight-
¢ ed to fce a fon return to him, whom he had given
¢ for loft, with fuch a firength of conftitution, {harp-
¢ nefs of underftanding, and fkill in languages.” Here
the printed ftory leaves off: but if I may give credit
to reports, our linguift having received fuch extraor-
dinary rudiments towards a good education, was after-
wards trained upin every thing that becomes a gentle-
man ; wearing off by little and little all the vicious ha-
bits and praétices that he had been ufed to in the
courfe of his peregrinations. Nay, it is faid, that he
has fince been employed in foreign courts upon national
bufinefs, with great reputation.to himfelf and honour
to thofe who fent him, and that he has vifited feveral
countries as a public- minifter, in which he formerly
wandered as a gipfy.

Tuefday, July 31, 1711%

Ipfee rurfum concedite fylve.

Virg. Ecl. . 63.
 Once more, ye woods, adieu.”

IT is ufual for a man who loves country {ports to
preferve the game in his own grounds, and divert
himfelf upon thofe that belong to his neighbour. My
friend, Sir Roger, generally goes two or three miles
from his houfe, and gets into the frontiers of his eftate,
before he beats about in fearch of a hare or partridge,
on purpofe to fpare his own fields, where he is always
fure of finding diverfion, when the worft comes to the
worft. By this means the breed about his houfe has
time to increafe and multiply, befides that the fport is
the more agreeable where the game is the harder to

- . * No 131. come
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<ome at, and does not lie fo thick as to produce any
perplexity or confufion in the purfuit. For thefe réa-
fons the country gentleman, like the fox, feldom preys
near his own home.

In the fame manner I have made a month’s excur-
fion out of the town, which is the great field of game
for fportfmen of my fpecies, to try my fortune in the
country, where I have flarted feveral fubjefts, and
hunted them down, with fome pleafure to myfelf, and
I hope to others. I am here forced to ufe a great
deal of diligence before I can fpring any thing to my
mind, whereas in town, whillt I am following one
charaéter, it is ten to one but I am croffed in my way
by another, and put up fuch a variety of old creatures
in both fexes, that they foil the {cent of one another,
and puzzle the chace. My greateft difficulty in the
country is to find fport, and in town to choofe it. 1In
the mean time, as I have given a whole month’s reft
to the cities of London and Weftminiter, I promife
myfelf abundance of new game upon my return thi-
ther, ;

It is indeed high time for me to leave the country,
fince I find the whole neighbourhood begin to grow
very inquifitive after my name and charaéter : my love
of {olitude, taciturnity, and particular way of life, ha-

ving raifed a great curiofity in all thefe parts.

i_-:f-;.';".

The notions which have been framed of me are va-

rious ; fome look upon me as very proud, fome as

wvery modeft, and fome as very melancholy. Will.
Wimble, as my friend the butler télls me, obferving
me very much alone, and extremly filent when I am
in company, is afraid I have killed a man. The coun-
try people feem to fufpect me for a conjurer ; and fome
of them, hearing of the vifit which I made to Moll
‘White, will needs have it that Sir Roger has brought

. down a cunning man with him, to cure the old wo-

man, and free the country from her charms. So
that the charater which I go under in part of the

_peighbourhood, is what they here call a white witch.

A juftice of peace, who lives about five miles off,
and
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and is not of Sir Roger’s party, has it feems faid twice
or thrice at his table, that he wifhes Sir Roger does
not harbour a Jefuit in his houfe, and that he thinks
the gentlemen of the country would do very well to
make me give fome account of myfelf.

On the other fide, fome of Sir Roger’s friends are
afraid the old knight is impofed upon by a defligning
fellow, and as they have heard that he converfes very
promifcuoufly when he s in town, do not know but
he has brought down with him fome difcarded Whig,
that is fullen, and fays nothing becaufe he is out of
place. Such is the variety of opinions which are here
entertained of me, fo that I pafs among fome for a
difaffeted perfon, and among others for a popifh
prieft ; among fome for a wizard, and among others
for a murderer ; and all this for no other reafon, that
I e4n imagine, but becaufe I do not hoot and halloo,
and make a noife. It is true, my friend Sir Roger
tells them, * That it is my way, and that I am only
2 philofopher : but this will not fatisfy them, They
think there is more in me than he difcovers, and that
I do not hold my tongue for nothing.”’

For thefe and other reafons I {hall fet out for Lon~
don to-morrow, having found by experience that the
country is not a place for a perfon of my temper,
who does not love jollity, and what they call good
neighbourhood. A man that is out of humour
when an unexpefted gueft breaks in upon him,
and does not care for facrificing an afternoon to eve-
ry chance-comer, that will be the mafter of his own
time, and the purfuer of his own inclinations, makes
but a very unfociable figure in this kind of life.
I fhall therefore retire into the town, if I may make ufe
of that phrafe, and get into the crowd again as fait as
I can, in order to be alone. I can there raife what
Speculations I pleafe upon others without being obfer-
ved myfelf, and at the fame time enjoy all the advan~
tages of company, with all the privileges of folitude.
In the mean while, to finifh the month, and conclude,
thefe my rural Speculations, I fhall here infert a let-
ter from my friend Will. Honeycomb, who hasl not

ived



SPECTATOR. R

Yived a month for thefe forty years out of the fmoke
of London, and rallies me after his way upon my coun-
try life.

. ¢ Dear SpECc, 1t RUIDA S &
$ I Suppofe this letter will find thee picking of daifies,
¢ 4 or fmelling to a lock of hay, or paffing away thy
¢ time in fome innocent country diverfion of the like
“nature. 1 have however orders from the club to
‘ fummon thee up to town, being all of us curfedly a-
¢ fraid thou wilt not be able to relifi our company,
¢ after thy converfations with Moll 'White and Will.
¢ Wimble. Pr'ythee do not fend us up any more
¢ ftories of a cock and a bull, nor frighten the town
€ with {pirits and witches. Thy Speculations begin to
¢ fmell confoundedly of woods and meadows. If thou
¢ doft not come up quickly, we fhall conclude that
¢ thou art in love with one of Sir Roger’s dairy-maids.
¢ Service to the knight. Sir Andrew is grown the
¢ cock of the club fince he left us, and if he does not
¢ return quickly will make every ‘mother’s fon of us
¢ commonwealth’s-men.
¢ Dear SeEc,
¢ thine eternally, :
¢ WiLr. HoNEYCOMB,’

_

Saturday, Auguﬂ: 17115

Eff brevitate opus, at cr‘;rréltﬁrxtex'tia% '
e Hor. 1. Sat. x. 5

« Let brevity difpatch the rapid thought.”

I Have fomewhere tead of an eminent perfon, who
L ufed in his private offices of devotion to give thanks
to heaven that he was born a Frenchman: for my

Vo, IL Z * No. 135 - owh
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own part, I look upon it as a peculiar blefling that ¥
was born .an Englithman. Among many other rea-
fons, I think myfelf very happy in my country, as the
language of it is wonderfully adapted to a man who
is {paring of his words, and an enemy to loquacity.

As I have frequently reflected on my good fortunt
in this particular, 1 fhall communicate to the public
my Spectlations upon the Englith tongue; not doubt-
ing but they will be acceptable to all my curious read-
ers. -

The Englifh delight in filence more than any other
European nation, if the remarks which are made on
us by foreigners are true. Our difcounrfe is not kept
up in converfation, but falls into moere pavfes and in-
tervals than in our neighbouring countries : asit is ob-
ferved, that the matter of our writings is thrown much
clofer together; and lies in a narrower compafs than is
ufual in the works of foreign authors: for, to favour
our natural taciturnity, when we are obliged to utter
our thoughts; we do it in the {horteft way we are a-
ble, and give as quick a birth to our conceptions as
pofiible. : .

This humour fhews itfelf in feveral remarks that we
may make upon the Englifh language. As firft of all
by its abounding in monofyHables, which gives us an
opportunity of delivering our thoughts in few founds.
This indeed takes off from the elegance of our fongue,
but at the fame time exprefles our ideas in the readieft
manner, and confequently anfwers the firft defigrr of
fpeech better than the muititude of fyllables, which
make the words of other languages more tuneable and
fonorous. The founds of our Englith words are com-
monly like thofe of firing-mufic, fhort and tranfient,
which rife and perifh upon a fingle touch ; thofe of
other languages are like the notes o% wind-inftruments,
{weet and fwelling, and lengthened out into variety of
modulation. : s .

In the next place we may obferve, that where the
words are not monofyllables, we often make them fo,
as much as liesin our power, by our rapidity of pro-
Aunciation; as it generally happens in moft of 1ourr

2 ong
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long words which are derived from the Latin, where
we contract the length of the fyllables that gives them
a grave and folemn air in their own language, to make
them more proper for difpatch, and more conformable
to the genius of our tongue.  This we may find in a mul-
titude of words, as leerty, Confpiracy, Theatre,
Orator, &ec.

The fame natural averfion to loquacity has of late
years made a very confiderable alteration in our lan-
guage, by clofing, in one {yllable, the termination of
our przterperfect tenfe, as in thefe words, *¢ drown’d,
¢ walk’d, arriv’d,” for ‘¢ drowned, walked, arrived,”
which has very much disfigured the tongue, and turned
a tenth part of our fmootheft words into fo many
clufters of confonants. This is the more remarkable,
becaufe the want of vowels in our langnage has been
the general complaint of oyr politeft authors, who
neverthelefs are the men that have made thefe re-
trenchments, and confequently very much increafed
eur former {carcity.

This reflection on the words that end in ed, I have
heard in converfation from one of the greateft geniufes
this age has produced. I think we magy add to the
foregoing obferyation, the change which has happened
in our language, by the abbreviation of feveral words
that are terminated in eth, by fubftituting an s in the
room of the laft fyllable, as in ‘“ drowns, walks, ar-
“ rives,” and innumerable other words, which in the
pronunciation of our forefathers were “ drowneth, walk-
¢ eth, arriveth.” This has wonderfully multiplied a
letter which was before too, ﬁ'cquent in the Englifh
tongue, and added to that hlﬁing in our language,
which is taken fo much notice of by foreigners; but
at the fame time humours our. gamturmty, and eafes us.
of many fuperfluous fyllables.

I might here obfeve, that the fame fmgle letter on
many occafions does the office of a whole word, and
reprefents the his or her of our forefathers, There
is no doubt but the ear of a foreigner, which is the beft
judge in this cafe, would very much difa prove of fuch
innovations, which indeed we do ourE.lves in fome

Z 2 meafure,
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mcafurc, by retaining the old termination in wntmg,
and in all the folemn offices of our religion.

As inthe inftances I have given we have epitomized
many of our particular words to the detriment of éur
tongue, fo on other occafions we have drawn two
words mto one, which has likewife very much untu-
ned our language, and clogged it with confonants, as
“ mayn’t, can’t, than’t, won't,” and the like, for may
% pot, can not, {hall not, wz].l not,”’ &c.

It is perhaps this humour of {peaking no more than
we needs muft, which has fo miferably curtailed fome
of our words, that in familiar writings and converf{ations
they often lofe all but their firft fyllables, as in * mob.
¢ rep. pos. incog.” and the like: and as all ridiculous
words make their firft entry into a language by fami.
Biar phrafes, I dare not anfwer for thefe, that they
will'not in time be looked upon as a part of our tongue,
We fee fome of our poets have been fo indifcreet as
to imitate Hudibras's doggrel expreflions in their feri-
ous compofitions, by throwing out the figns of our
fubftantives which are effential to the Englith language.
Nay, this humour of fhortening our language had once
run fo far, that fome of our celebrated authors, among
whom we may reckon Sir Roger L‘Eftrange in parti-
cular, beégan to prune their words of all fuperfluous
letters, as they termed them, in order to adjuft the
:}'pe]ling to the pronunciation ; which would have con-

ounded all our etymologies, and have quite deftroyed
our tongue.

‘We may here likewife obferve thatour proper names,
when familiarized in Englifh, generally dwindle to
mornofyllables, whereas in' other modern languages
they receive a fofter turn on this occafion, by the ad-
dition of a new fyllable, Nick in Italian is Nicoiini,
Fack in French Fanot ; and fo of the reit.

. There is another particular in our language which is
a great inftance of our frugality of words, and that is
the fupprefling of feveral particles which muft be pro-
duced in other tongues to make a fentence intelligible.
This often perplexes the beft writers, when they find
the rc]atlves wwhorm, 'w}’vwb, or' they, at their mercy,

whet bcr
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whether they may hive admiflion of not; and will
never be decided until we have fo nething lice an Aca-
demy, that by the beit authorities and rules drawn
from the analogy of languages {hall fettle all contro-
verfies between Grammar and Idiom.

1 have only confidered our languaze as it Thews the
genius and natural temper of the Kaglith, which is
- modeft: thoughtful, and fincere, and which perhaps
may recommend the people, though it has fpoiled the
tongue. We might perhaps carry the fame thought
into other languages, and deduce a great part of what
is peculiar to them from the genius of the people who
fpeak them. It is certain, the light talkative humour
of the French has not a little infected their tongue,
which might be thewn by many inftances; as the ge-
nius of the Italians, which is fo much addiéted to mufic
and ceremony, has moulded all their words and phrafes
to thofe particular ufes. The flatelinefs and gravity
of the Spaniards fhews itfelf to perfe&tion in the fo-
lemnity of their language ; and the blunt, honeft hu-
mour of the Germans, founds better in the roughnefs
of the High-Dutch, than it would in a politer tongue.

Saturday, September 1, 1711%,

Opmtnem, quse nunc obdudla tuenti
Mortales hebetat vifus tibi, & bumida circim
- Caligat, nubem eripian—— Virg. K. ii. 6o4.

“ The cloud which, intercepting the clear light,
¢ Hangs o’er thy eyes, and blunts thy morual fight,
“ I will remove’’—

HEN I'was at Grand Cairo, I picked up feve-

ral oriental manuferipts, which I have ftill by

me. Among others I met with one intitled, The Vi-
fions of Mirza, which I have read over with great
' * No. 13509. pleafuare.
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pleafure. I intend to give it to the public when E
have no other entertainment for them ; and fhall be-
gin with the firft vifion, which I have wanflated word
for word as follows,

L N the fifth day of the moon, which according
L O to the cuftom of iny forefathers I always keep
¢ holy, after having waihed myfelf, and offered up my
¢ morning devotions, I afcended the hlgh hills ot Bag-
¢ dat, in order to pafs the reit of the day in meditation
¢ and prayer. AsI washere airing myfelf on the tops
¢ of the mountains, I fell into a profound contempla-
¢ tion on the vanity of human life ; and pafling from one
‘ thqught to another, Surely, f.ud I, manis but a fha-
¢ dow, and life a dream. Whilft I was thus mufing,
¢ I caft my eyes towards the fummic of a rock that was
¢ not far from me, where I difcovered one in the habit
“ of a thepherd, with a little mufical inftrument in his
* hand. As I looked upon him he applied it to his
¢ lips and began to play upon it, The found of it was
¢ exceeding {weet, and wrought into a variety of tunes
¢ that were inexpreflibly melodious, and altogether dif-
¢ ferent from any thing I had ever heard. They put
¢ me in mind of thofe heavenly airs that are played to
¢the departed fouls of good men upon their ﬁr{
¢ val in paradife, to wear out the impreffions of the
* laft agonies, and quahfy them for the pleafures of
¢ that happy place. 'My heart melted away in fecret
* raptures.
¢ I had been often told that the rock before me wag
¢ the haunt of a ‘Genius ; and that feveral had been en-
¢ tertained with mufic who had pafled by it, but never
¢ heard that the mufician had before made himfelf
¢vifible. When he had raifed my thoughts by thofe
* tranfporting airs which he played, to tafte the plea-
* fures of his converfation, as I looked upon him like
* one aftonifhed, he beckoned to me, and by the wa-
¢ ying of his hand directed me te approach the place
¢ where he fat. I drew near with that reverence which
¢is due to a fuperior nature; and as my heart was
tentirely fubdued by the captivating firains {had hiia?i,
it
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Ié 1 fell down at his feet and wept. The Genius fmiled
¢ ypon me with a look of compaffion and affability
¢ that familiarized him to my imagination, and at once
¢ difpelled all the fears and apprehenfions with which
¢ I approached him. He lifted me from the ground,
¢ and taking me by the hand, Mitzah, faid he, I have
* heard thee in thy foliloquies ; follow me.
~ * He then led me to the higheft pinnacle of the
¢ rock, and placing me on the top of it, Cait thy eyes
¢ eaftward, faid he, and tell me what thou feeft. I
¢ fee, faid I, a huge valley; and a prodigious tide of
¢ water rolling through it. The valley that thoun feef,
¢ faid he; is the vale of mifery, and the tide of water
¢ that thou feeft is part of the great tide of eternity.
¢ What is the reafon, faid I, that the tide Ifee rifesout
¢ of a thick mift at one end, and again lofes itfelf
in a thick mift at the other? What thon {eeft, faid
¢ he, is that portion of eternity which is called Time,
¢« meafured out by the fun, and reaching from the be-
« ginning of the world t¢ its confummation. Examine
¢ now, faid he, this fea thatis bounded with darknefs
« at both ends, dnd tell me what thou difcovereft in it.
& 1 fee a bridge, faid I,ftanding in the midft of the tide.
« The bridge thou feeft, faid he, is Human Life ; con-
« fider it attentively. Upon a more leifurely furvey of
¢ it, I found that it confifted of threefcore and ten en-
¢ tire arches, with feveral broken arches; which; added
s to thofe that were entire, nrade up the number aboux
¢ an hundred. As I was eounting the arches, the
¢ Genius told me that this bridge confifted at firft of a
¢ thoufand arches ; but that a great flood fwept away
¢ the reft, and left the bridge in the ruinous condition:
¢ Inow beheld it. But tell me further, faid he, what
¢ thou difeovereft on it. I fee multitudes of people
¢ paffing over it, faid I, and a black cloud hanging on
¢ each end of it. As I looked more attentively, I {aw
¢ feveral of the paflfengers dropping through the bridge
¢ into the great tide that flowed underneath it: and
¢ upon farther examination, perceived there were in-
¢ numerable trap-doors that lay concealed in the bridgey
¢ which the paflfengers no fooner trod upon, but they
¢ felt
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¢ fell through them into the tide and immediately dif-
< appeared. = Thefe hidden pit-falls were fet very thick
¢ at the entrance of the bridge, fo that throngs of people
¢ no fooner broke through the cloud, but many of them
¢ fell into them. They grew thinner towards the
¢ middle, but multiplied and lay clofer together towards
¢ the end of the arches that were entire.

* There were indeed fome perfons, but their number
¢ was very {mall, that continued a kind of hobbling
¢ march on flie broken arches, but fell through one
¢ after another, being quite tired and {pent with fo
¢ long a walk.

¢1 pafled fome time in the contemplation of this
¢ wonderful ftruture, and the great variety of objets
¢ which it prefented. My heart was filled with'a deep
¢ melancholy to fee feveral dropping unexpe&tedly in
“ the midft of mirth and jollity, and catching at every
¢ thing that {tood by them to {ave ‘themfelves, Some
< were looking up towards the heavens in a thoughtful
¢ pofture, and in the midft of a fpeculation ftumbled
< and fell out of fight. Multitudes were very bufy in
¢ the purfuit of bubbles that glittered in their eyes and
¢ danced before them ; but often when they thought
¢ themfelves' within the reach of them, their footing
¢ failed, and down they funk. In this confufion of
¢ objeéts, I obferved fome with {cimitars in their hands,
¢ and others with urinals, who ran to and fro upon
¢ the bridge, thrufling feveral perfons on trap-doors
¢ which did not feen to liein their way, and which
¢ they might have efcaped had they not been thus for-
& ced upon them. _ :

¢ The Genius feeing me indulge myfelf on this me-
¢ lancholy profped, told me I had dwelt long enough
¢ upon it. Take thine eyes off the bridge, faid he,
¢ and tell me if thou yet feeft any thing thou doft not
¢ comprehend. Upon looking up, What mean, faid I,
$thofe great flights of birds that are perpetually ho-
¢ vering about the bridge, and fettling upon it from
¢ time to time? I fee vultures, harpies, ravens, cor-
¢ morants, and, among many other feathered creatures,
¢ feveral little winged boys, that perch in great num-
*bers upon the middle arches, Thefe, faid the Ge=
i ¢ nius,
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§ nius, are Envy, Avarice, Superftition, Defpair, Love,
¢ with the like cares and paflions that mfeﬂ Human
+ Life.
¢ I here fetched a deep figh. Alas, f.nd I L manswas
¢made in vain! how is he given away to rmfu'y and
¢ mortality ! tortured in life, and fwallowed up in
. death! The Genius being moved: with ‘vompailion
¢ towards me, bid me quit fo uncomfortable a pr ‘of pect
¢ Look no more, faid he, on man in the firit ftage of
¢ his exiftence, in his fetting out fot‘@tarnny, bur
¢ caft thine eye on that thick mift into which the tide
¢ bears the feveral generations of mortals that fall into
¢it. Idirected my fightas I was ordered, and (whether
¢ or no the good Genius ﬂrengthened it with any fu-
¢ pernatural force, or diffipated 'part of the mift that
¢ was before tog thick for the eye to penetrate) I faw
¢ the valley opening at the farther end, and fpreading
¢ forth inté an immenfe ocean, that had a huge rock of
¢ adamant running through the midft of it, and divid-
¢ing it into two equal parts. The clouds ftill refted
€on one half of it, infomuch that I could difcover
¢ nothing in it: but the other appeared’ to'me a vaft
¢ocean planted with innumerable iflands, that were
¢ covered with fruits and flowers, and interwoven with
¢ a thoufand little fhining feas that ran among them.
+1 could fee perfons dreffed in glorious habits with
¢ garlands upon their heads, pafling among the trees,
¢lying down by the fides of fountains, or refting on
¢ heds of flowers 3 and could hear a confufed harmony of
¢ finging birds, falling waters, human voices, and mu-
¢fical infiruments. Gladnefs grew in me upon the
¢ difeovery of fo delightful a feene. T withed for the
¢ wings of an eagle, that I might fly away to thofe
¢ happy feats; but the Genius told me there was no
< paflage to them, except through the Gates of Death
¢ that I faw opening every moment upon the bridge.
¢ The iflands, faid he, that lie fo frefh and green be=-
¢ fore thee, and with which the whole face of the acean
¢ appears fpotted as far as thou canit fee, are more in
¢ number than the fands on the fea-fhore ; there are
myriads of iflands behind thofe which thou here dif-
Vor. IL Aa coyereft
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¢ covereft, reaching farther than thine eye, "or even
¢ thine imagination can extend itfelf. Thefe are the
¢ manfions of good men after death, who according to
¢ the degree and kinds of virtue in which they excelled,
¢ are diftributed among thefe feveral iflands, whu:h
¢ abound with pleafures of different kinds and degrees,
® fuitable to the relifhes and perfe&mns of thofe whe
¢ are fettled in them ; every iflund is a paradife accoin-
¢ modated to its re{'peéhve inhabitants. Are not thefe,
¢ O Mirzah, habitations worth contending for { Does
¢ life appear miferable, that gives thee opportunities of
¢ earning fuch 2 reward ? Is death to be feared, that
¢ will conyey thee to fo “happy an exiftence ? Think
¢ not man was made in vain, who has fuch an Eternity
¢ referved for him. I gazed with inexpreflible plea-
¢ fure on thefe happy iflands. At length. faid I, thew
¢ menow, I befeech thee, the fecrets that lie hid under
¢ thofe dark clonds which cover the ocean on the other
¢ fide of the rock of adamant. The Genius making
¢ me no anfwer, I turned about to addrefs myfelf to
¢ him a fecond timeé, but I found that he had lefe
“me: I then turned again to the vifion which I had
¢ been fo long contemplating ; but inftead of the rol-
¢ ling tide, the arched bridge, and the happy iflands,
¢ I faw nothing but the long hollow valley of Bagdat,
* with oxen, fheep, and camels, grazmg upon the ﬁdcs
¢ oi 1t ‘

The End of the firft Vilion of Mirzak.

Monday,



SPECTATOR. 187

Monday September 3, 1711%,

~——Cui mens divinior, atgue os
DMagna fonaturim, des nominis hufus boriorem.
Hor. 1 Sat.iv. 43

% Oa him coufer the Poet’s facred name,
« Whofe lofry voice déclires the heavenly flame.”

HERE is no charater more frequently given to
{ a writer, than that of being a Genius. I have
heard many a little fonnetteer called a fine genius.
There is not a heroic fcribbler in the nation that has
not his admirers who think him a great genius; and as
for your finattercrs in tragedy, there is (carce a man
among them who is not cried up by one or other for
2 prodigious genius, :

My defign in this Paper is to confider what is pro~
perly a great Genius, and to throw {fome thoughts to-
gether on {o uncommon a fubject.

Among great Geniufes thofe few draw the admira-
tion of all the world upon them; and itand up as the
prodigies of mankind, whe by the mere firength of na-
tural parts, and without any affiitance of art or learning,
have produced works that were the delight of their
own times, and the wonder of pofterity. There ap-
pears fomething nobly wild and extravagant in thefe
great natural Geniufes, that is infinitely more beauti-
ful than all the turn and polifhing of what the French
call a Bel Efprit, by which they would exprefs a Ge-
nius refined by converfation, refleftion, and the reads
ing of the moft polite authors. The greateft Genius
which runs through the arts and fciences, takes a Kind
of tin€ture from them, and falls unavoidably into imi«
tation.

Many of thefe great natural Geniufes that were ne-
ver difciplined and broken by rules of art, are to be

* No. 16e. Aa 2 found
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found among the ancients,and in particularamong thofe
.ofthe more eaftern parts of the world. Homer has in-
numerable flights thatVirgil was not able to reach ; and
in the Old Teftament we find feveral paffages more cle-
vated and fublime than any in Homer. At the fame
time that we allow a greater and more daring Genius
to the Ancients, we muft own that the greateft of them
very much failed in, or, if you will, that they were
anuch above the nicety and correctnefs of the moderns.
In their finrilitudes and allufions, provided there was
a likenefs, they did not 'much trouble themfelves about
the decency of the comparifon ¢ thus Solomon refem-
bles the Nofe of his beloved to the Tower of Lebanon
which looketh towards Damafcus; 2§ the coming of
4 thief in the hightis a fimilitude of the fame kind in
the New Teftament. It Would be endlefs to make
colleétions of this nature ; Homer illuftratés one of his
heroes encompafled with the enemy, by an Afs in a
field ‘of corn that has his fides belaboured by 21l the
boys of the village without ftirring a foot for it: and
another of themtofling to and fro in his bed and burn=
ing with® refentment, to a piece of flefh broiled on the
coals: - "This~ pd‘l‘thuIm‘ failure in the Ancients opens
2 Iarge field of raillery to the little wits, who canlaugh
at an indecency but notrelith the fublime in thefe fort
of writings. " The prefent emperor of Perfia, confor-
mable to'this edftern way of thinking, amidft a great
many pompous titles, denominates himfelf zbe Sun of
Glory, and the Nutmeg of Delight.  Inthort, to'cut off
all cavilling againft the Ancients, and particularly thofe
of the warmer climates, who had moft heat and life
in their imaginations, we are to confider that the rule
of obferving what the French call the Bienfeance in an
allufion, has been found out of later years, and in the
colder regions of the world ; where we would make
fome amends for our want of force and fpirit, by a
ferupulous nicety and exaétnefs in our compofitions.
Our countryman Shakefpear was a remarkable inftance
of this firft kind of great Geniufes.
I cannot quit this head without obferving that Pin-
dar was a great' Genius of the firft claﬁ, who was hur-
S ried
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fied on by a natural fire and impetuofity to vaft con-
teptions’ of things and roble fallies’ of imagination.
At the fame time; can any thing bé more ridiculous
than for men of a fober and moderate fancy to imitate
this poet’s way of writing in thofe monftrous compo-
fitions which go among us under the name of Pin-
darics? When I fee people copying words, which, as
Horace has reprefented them, are fingular in their
kind, and inimitable ; when I fee men following irre-
gularities by rule, and by the little tricks of art {train-
ing after the moft unbounded flights of nature, I can-
not but apply to them that paflage in Terence:

Incerta bec fi tu poftules

Ratione certd facere, mibils plus agas, - _

Quam fi des operam, ut cum ratione infanias,

Eun. A& 1.8Sc. 1.

¢¢ You may as well pretend to be mad and in your
¢ fenfes dt the fame time, 2s to think of reducing
¢ thefe uncertain things to any certainty by reafon.”

In thort, 2 modern Pindaric writer, compared with
Pindar, is like a fifter among the Camifars + compared
with Virgil’s Sibyl: There is the diftortion, grimace,
and outward figure, but nothing of that divine im-
pulfe which raifes the mind above itfelf, and makes the
founds more than human.

There is another kind of great Geniufes which I
thall place in a fecond clafs, not as I think them in-
ferior to the firft, but only for diftinétion’s fake, as
they are of a different kind. This fecond clafs of great
Geniufes are thofe that have formed themfelves by
rules, and fubmitted the greatnéfs of their natural ta-
Jents to the correftions and reftraints of art. Such
among the Grecks were Plato and Ariftotle ; among
the Romans, Virgil and Tully ; among the Englifh,
Milton and Sir Francis Bacon.

The Genius in both thefe claffes of authors may be

equally

+ A fet of Enthufiafts who came from France into England
about the year 1707,
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equally great, but {hews itfelf after a different mauner,
I the firft it is like arich foil in a happy climate, that
produces a whole wildernefs of noble plants rifing in .
a thoufand beautiful landfcapes, without any certain
order or regularity. In the other it is the fame rich
foil under the fame happy climate, that has been laid
out in walks and parterres, and cut into fhape and
beauty by the {kill of the gardener.

. The great danger in thefe latter kind of Geniufes,
ls, leﬁ‘ they cramp their own abilities too much by
imitation, and form themfelves altogether upon mo-
dels, without giving the full play to their own natural
parts. Animitation of the beft authors is not to com-
pare with a good ongmal and I believe we may ob-
ferve that very few writers make an extraordinary
figure in the world; who have not fomething in their
way of thinking or exprefling themfelves, that is pe-
culiar to them, and intirely their own.

It is odd to conflder what great Geniufes are fome-
times thrown away upor trifles.

1 onice faw a thepherd, fays a famous Italian author,
who ufed to divert himfelf ifi his folitudes with tofling
up eggs and catching them again without breaking
them; in which he had arrived to fo great a degree
of perfection, that he would keep up four at a ume
for feveral minutes together playing in the air, and
falling into his hand by turns. I think, fays the au-
thor, I never faw a greater feverity than in this man’s
face 3 for by his wonderful perfeverance and applica-
tion, he hdd contracted the ferioufneft and gravity of
a privy-counfellor ; and I cotld not but refleé with
myfelf, that the fame afliduity and attention, had they
been rightly applied, might have made him a greater
mathematician than Archimedes.

Wednefday,
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Wedne[day, September 5, 1711%,

Servetur ad imum,

Qualis ab incepto procefferit, & fibi conftet.
trecel Hor. Ars Poet. v. 116

¢ Keep one confiftent plan from end to end.”

OTHING that is not a real crime makes a man

appear fo contemptible and little in the eyes of
the world as Inconftancy, efpecially when it regards
religion or party. In either of thefe cafes, though
a man perhaps does but his duty in changing his
fide, he not only makes himfelf hated by thofe he
left, but is {feldom heartily efteemed by thofe he comes
DVCI' to.

In thefe great articles of life, therefore, a man’s con-
viction ought to be very ftrong, and if poflible fo well
timed that worldly advantages may feem to have no
fhare in it, or mankind will be ill-natured enough to
think he does not change fides out of principle, but
either out of levity of temper or profpects of intereft.
Converts and renegadoes of all kinds thould take parti-
cular care to letthe world fee they aét upon honourable
motives ; or whatever approbations they may receive
from themfelves, and applaufes from thefe they converfe
with, they may be very well affured that they are the
fcorn of all good men, and the public marks of infamy,
and derifion.

Irrefolution in the fchemes of life which offer them-
felves to our choice, and Inconftancy in purfuing them,
are the greateft and moft univerfal caufes of all our dif-
cuiet and unbappinefs. When ambition pulls one
way, intereft another, inclination a third, and perhaps
reafon contrary to all, a man is likely to pafs his time
but ill who has fo many different parties to pleafe.
‘When the mind hovers among fuch a variety of al-
lurements, one had better fettle on a way of life that

* No 162. is
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is not the very beft we might have chofen, than grow
old without determining our choice, and go out of the
world as_the greateft part of mankind do, before we
have refolved how tolive in it. There is but one me-
thod of fetting ourfelves at reft in this particular, and
that is by adhering ftedfallly to one great end as the
chief and ultimate aim of all our purinits, If we are
firmly refolved to live up to the ditutes of reafon,
without any regard to wealth, reputation, or the like
confiderations, any more than as they fall in with our
principal defign, we may go through life with fteadi-
nefs and plealure; but if we at by feveral broken
views, and will not only be virtuous, but wealthy, po-
pular, and every thing that has a value fet upon it
by the world, we fhall live and die in mifery and re-
;Jer-tzmce

One would take more than ordinary care to guard
one's {elf againit this particular imperfection, becaufe
it is that which our nature very ftrongly inclines us
to; for if we examine ourfelves thoroughly, we fhall
find that we are the moft changeable beings in the uni-
verfe. In refpect of our underftanding, we often em-
brace and reject the very fame opinions ; whereas be-
ings above and beneath us have probably no opinions
at all, or at leaft no wavering and uncertainties inthofe
they have. Our fuperiors are guided by intuition and
our inferiors by inftinét. In refped of our wills, we
fall into crimes and recover out of them, are amiable
or odious in the eyes of our great Judge, and pafs our
whole life in offending and afking pardon. ‘On the
contrary, the beings underneath us are not capable of
finning, nor thofe above us of repenting. The one is
out of the poffibilities of duty, and the other fixed in
an eternal courfe of fin, or an eternal courfe of virtne.

Thare is fearce 2 fate of life, or {iage in it, which
does not produce changes and revolutions in the
mind of man. Our fchemes of thought in infancy are
loft in thofe of youth ; thefe too take a different turn
in manhood, until old age often leads us back into our
former infancy. A new title or anunexpeéted fuccefs
throws us out of ourfelves, and in a manner deftroys

our



SPECTATOR: 3
wur identity. - A cloudy day, or a little funthine; have
as great an influence: on many conflitutions, as the
!moftreal bleflings or misfortunes. A dream varies our
‘being; and changes' our condition while it laftsy and
every paflion, not to mention health and ficknefs, and
the greater alterations in body and snind, makes us
appear almoft different creatures. If a man is fo dif-
tinguifhed among other beings by this infirmity, what
can we think of fuch as make themfelves remarkable
for it even among their own fpecies ? It is a very
trifling character to be one of the moft variable beings’
of the moit wariable kind, cfpecially if we confider
that he who is the great ftandard of perfection has in
him ‘no thadow of change, but ““is the fame yefterday,
* to-day, and for ever.”

As this mutability of temper and inconfiftency with
ourfelves is the greateft weaknefs of human nature, fo
it makes the perfon who is remarkable for it in-a very
particular manner more ridiculous than any other in-
firmity whatfoever, it fets him in a greater varicty of
foolith lights, and diftinguithes him from himfelt by
an oppofition of party-coloured charatters. The moit
humourous charatter in Horace is founded upon this:
unevennefs of temper and irregularity of condudt.
Sardus habebat

Jlle Tigelliue boc : Cafar, qui cogere poffet,
Si peteret per amicitiam patris, atque fuam, nor
Quidguam proficeret : 8i eollibuilfet, ab ovo
gfquc ad mala citaret, Io Bacche, mody fumma
acey mods hac, refonat que chordis’ quatior ima.
- Nl aquale bomini fuit illi : Saepe velut quii
Currebat fugiens boftem ; Perfape velut qui
gm.fani.r Jacra'feret : Habebat fzpe ducentos,
ape decem [ervor: Modo veges atque vetrarchas,
Omnia magna loguens :  Mado it mibi mienfa tripés, &
Concha falis puri, &' trga, gmé defendere frigus, -
Duamvis craffay quaat. © Decies centena dediffés
Huic parco pancis contento, ?Hingmf divhus '
Nil erat in loeulis.  Nocles wigilabat ad ipfiern
Mane : Diem totum flevtebat.  Nil fuit unquam
- ic impar fibi—— 1 ! s Hory 1 Sat. iii.
Vei.IL . Bb Inftead
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Inftead of tranflating this paflage in Horace, T fhall
entertain my Englifh reader with the defcription of
a parallel charater, that is wonderfully well finifhed
by Mr Dryden, and raifed upon the fame foundation.

Inthe firft rank of thefe did Zimri ftand :

A man {o various, that he feem’d to be

Not one, butall mankind’s epitome.

Stiff in opinions, always in the wrong ;

‘Was ev'ry thing by ftarts, and nothing long ;
But, in the courfe of one revolving moon,

Was chemift, fiddler, {tatefman, and buffoon :
‘Then all for women, painting, rhiming, drinking:
Befides ten thoufand freaks that dy’d in thinking.
Bleft madman, who could every hour employ,
With fomething new to with, or to enjoy !

Thurfday, September 6, 1711%,

—— 8% quid ego adjuero, curamve levallo,
Que nune te coquit, & verfat fub peciore fisa,
Ecquid erit pretii ? Enn. apud Tullium.

¢ Say, will you thank me if I bring you reft,
¢ And eafe the torture of your labouring breaft '

NqurriEks after happinefs, and rules for attaining
it, are not fo neceflary and ufeful to mankind as
the arts of Confolation, and fupporting one’s felf un-
der ufflition. The utmoft we can hope for in this
world is Contentment ; if we aim at any thing higher,
we fhall meet with nothing but grief and dilappoint-
ment. A man fhould diret aﬁ his fludies and en-
deavours at making himfelf eafy now, and happy here-
after. i
The truth of it is, if all the happinefs that is difper-
fed through the whole race of mankind in this world
were drawn together, and put into the poffefion of

* No, 163. any
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any fingle man, it would not make a very happy be-
ing. Though, on the contrary, if the miferies of the
whole {pecies were fixed ina fingle perfon, they would
make a very miferable one.

I am engaged in this fubjet by the following letter;
which, though fubferibed by a fi¢titious name, I have
reafon to believe is not imaginary.

¢ Mr SPECTATOR,

: I AM one of your difciples, and endéavour to live
* I up to your rules, which I'hope will incline you
¢ to pity my condition : I fhall open it to you in a very
¢ few words. About three years fince, a gentleman,
¢ whom, I am fure, you yourfelf would bave approved,,
¢ made his addrefles to me. He had every thing to
¢ recommend him but an eftate, fo that my friends,
“who all of them applauded his perfon, would not
“for the fake of both of ws favour his paffion. For
“my own part, I refigned myfelf up entirely to the
¢ direion of thofe who knew the world much bet-
¢ ter than myfelf, but {till lived in hope that fome junc-
“ture or other would make me happy in the man,
“whom, in my heart, I preferred to all the world'; be-
*ing determined, if I could not have him, to have no
“body elfe. About three months ago I received a
¢ letter from him, acquainting me, that by the death
“of an uncle he had a confiderable eftate left him;
“which he faid was welcome to him upon no other
¢account, but as he hoped it would remove all diffi-
¢ culties that lay in the way to our mutual happinefs.
“You may well fuppofe, Sir, with how much joy I
‘received this letter, which was followed by feveral
¢ others filled with thofe expreflions of love and joy,
¢which I verily believe no body felt more fincerely,
¢ nor knew- better how to defcribe, than the gentleman
¢ I am fpeaking of. But, Sir, how fhall I be able to
¢ tell it you! by the laft week’s poft I received a let-
¢ ter from an intimate friend of this unhappy gentles
* man, acquainting me, that as he had juit fettled his
¢ affairs, and was prepating for his journey, he fell
¢ fick of a fever and died. It is impoffible to exprefs

Bba “{o
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¢ to ynu the diftrefs [ amin uponthis occafion, T can
“only have recourfe to my devotions, and to the read-
“ing of good books for niy confolation; and as T al-
¢ ways take a particular delight in thofe freqaént ad-
¢ vices and  admonitions which you give the public,
“it would be a very great picce of charity in you to
¢ lend me your affiftance i in this conjunéure.  If after
¢ the reading of this letter you find yourfelfiin a hu-
¢ mour, rather to rally and rldlcule, than to comfort
¢me, T defire you would throw it into the fire, and
¢ think no more of it ; but if you are touched with my
¢ misforturte, which is greater than I know how to
“ bear, your counfels may very much fupport, and wIIl
mumtely oblige the afflited - [
¢LEoNoRA."

A diﬁlppointment i lave it thore hard to get over
than any other: the paflion itfelf fo foftens and {ubdues
the heart, that it difables it from flruggling or bear~
ing up againft the woes and diftrefles which befal it.
The mind meets with other misfortunes in, her-whole
ftrength 5 fhe ftands colleéted within herfelf, and fuf-
tains the fhock with all the force which is, natural to
her, but a heart in love has its fourrdation {apped, and
immediately finks under the weight of accidents that
are difagreeable to its favourite paflion,

In afiliGtions men generally draw their eonfolations
out of books of morality, which indeed are of great ufe
to fortify and ftrengthen the mind againft the impref-
fions of {forrow. Monfieur St Evremont, who does
niot approve of this method, recommends authors who
areapt to {tir up mirth in the mind of the readers, and
fancies Don Quixote can give more relieftoa heavyheare
than Plutarch or Seneca, as itis much eafier to divert
grief than to conquer it. This doubtlefs may have
its effedts on fome tempers. I fhould rather have re-
courfe to authers of a quite contrary kind, that give
us inflances of calamities and misfortunes, and thew
human nature m its greateft diftrefles.

If the afllitions we groan under be very heavy, we
fhall tind fome confolation in the {ociety of as great
fufferers as ourfelves, efpecially when we find our

com-
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cothpanions men of virtue and merit. Tfourafil sﬂmns _
are light, we fhall be comforted by the tompanfon'
we make between ourfelves and our fellow-fufferers.
A lofs at fea, a fit of ficknefs, or the death of a friend,
are fuch trifles, when we confider whole kingdoms laid,
in afhes, families put to the fword, wretches thut u
in dungeons, and the like'calamities of mankind, that
‘we are out of countenance for our own weaLneis 1&‘
we fink under fuch little ftrokes of fortune.

Let the difconfolate Leonora confider, that at the
very time in which fhe languifhes for the lofs of her
deceafed lover, there are perfons in feveral parts of the
worldjuft perithing in thipwreck ; others crying out for
mercy in the terrors of a death-bed repentance: others
lying under the tortures of an infamous execution, or
the like dreadful calamities ; and fhe will find her for-
rows vanifh at the appearance’ of thofe which are fo
much greater and more aftonifhing.

T would further propofe to the confideration of my
affliCted difciple, that poffibly what fhe now looks up-
on as the greateft misfortune, is not really fuch in it-
felf. For my own part, I queftion not but our fouls
in a feparate ftate will look back on their lives in quite
another view, than what they had of them in the
body ; and that what they now confider as misfortunes
and difappointments, will very often appear to have
been efcapes and bleffings.

The mind that hath any eaft towards devotion, na-
turally flies to it in its afflictions.

‘When I was in France I heard a very rcmarkable :
ftory of two lovers, which I fhall relate at length in *
my to-morrow’s Paper, not only becanfe the circum=
{tances of it are extraordinary, but becaufe it may ferve
as an illuftration to all that can be faid on this laft
head, and fhew the power of religion in abating that
particular anguifh which feems to lie fo heavy on Le-
onora. The ftory was told me by a prieft. as I tra-
velled with him in a flage-coach. I fhall give it my
reader as well as I can remember in his own words,
after having premifed, that if confolations may be drawn.
trom a wrong religion and a milguided devotion, they

canuot
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cannot but flow much more naturally from Thofe
which are founded upon reafon, and eftablithed in
good fenfe.

Friday, Septembet 7, 1711%,

Tlia, quiv$5 e, ingust, mifiram, ' te pcrdtdr#, Orphen 2!
Samgue vals. i feror ingentiicireumdita nocte,
Lyvalidafye tibi tendens, bew ! npntua, palmas

Virg. iv. Georg: 494:

« Then thus the bride : What fary féiz’d on thee,

« Unhappy man ! to lofe thyfelf and me ?

¢« And now farewell! involvdin: fhades of night,

¢ For ever Lam ravifh’d fromthy fight :

« In vain I réach.my féeble hands to join

“ In (weet embrages, ab! no Ionger thine.”?
' DrYDEN:

NONSTANTIA was a woman of extraordinary
,wit and beauty, but very. unhappy.in a father,
who having arrived at great riches by his own induftry,
took delight in nothing but his. money. Theodofius
was the younger fon of a decayed family, of great parts
and learning, improved by a genteel and virtuous e~
ducation. When he was in the twentieth year of his age,
he' became acquainted with Conftantia, who had not
then paffed her fifteenth,  As he lived buta few miles:
diftant from her father’s houfe, he had: frequent op-
portunities of feeing her; and by the advantages of a
good perfon and, a pleaimg converfation, made fuch an
impreflion on her heart as it was impoflible for time to
elface, He was himfelf no lefs {mitten with Conftan-
tia, A long acquaintance made them {till difcover
new beauties in each other, and: by degrees raifed in .
them that mutual paffion which had an influence en
their following lives. It unfortunately happened, that
in the midft of this intercourfe of love and friendfhip
* Nos 164 between
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between Theodefins and Cenftantia, there broke ont
an irreparable quarrel between their parents, the one
valuing himfelf too muchupon his birth, and the other
upon his pofleflions. The father of Conftantia was {o
incenfed at the father of Theodofius, that he icon-
trafted an unreafonable averfion totwards his fon, ifi
fomuch that he forbad him his houfe, and eharged
his daughter upon her duty never to fee him more.
In the mean time, to break off all communication be-
tween the two ldvers;, who he knew entertained fecret
hopes of fome favourable opportunity that fhould
bring them together, he found out a young gentieman
of a good fortune and an agreeable perfon, whom he
pitched upon as a hutband for his daughter. He foon
concerted this affair fo well, that he told Conitantia
it was his defign to matry her to fuch a gentleman,
and that her wedding fhould be cclebrated on fuch a’
day. Conftantia, who was overawed with the au-
thority of her father, and unable to object any thing a-
gainflt fo advantageous a match, received the  propo-
fal witha profound filence,which her father commend-
ed in her, as the moft decent manner of a virgin’s
giving her confént to an overture of that kind. The
noife of this intended marriage foon reached Theodo-
fius, who, after a long tumult of paflions, which natu-
rally rife in a lover’s heart on fuch an occafion, writ
the follosving letter to Conflantia,

HE thought of my Conftantia, which for fome
_years has been my only happinefs, is now be-
% L01 a greater torment to e than I am able to bear.
n%l then live to fee you another’s ? The ftreams,
¢ the fields, and meadows, where we have fo often
¢ talked together, grow painful to me; life itfelf is
¢ become a burden. May you long be happy in' the,
¢ world, but forget that there was ever fuch 2 man in
¢ it as ¢ THEODOS 1US.

This letter was conveyed to Conftantia that very
evening; who fainted at the reading of it, and the next
morning {he was much more alarmed by two or three
meflengers, that came to her father’s houfe, one after

another,
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another, to inquire ifthey had heard any thing of The-
odofius, whoit feems had left his chamber about mid-
night, and could no where be found. The deep melan-
choly, which had hung upon his mind fome time before,
madethem apprehend the worft that could befal him.
Conftantia, who knew that nothing but the report of
her marriage could have driven him to fuch extremities,
was not to be comforted.” ' She now accufed herfelf of
having fo tamely given an ear to the propofal of a
hufband, and looked upon the new lover as the mur-
deret of Theodofias: - In fhort, fhe refolved to fuffer
the utmoft effects of her father’s difpleafure, rather
than comply with a marriage which appeared to her fo
full of guilt and horror. The father feeing himfelf
entirely rid of Theodofius, and likely to keep a con-
{fiderable pottion in his family, was! not very much
concerned at the obftinate refufal of his daughter;
and did not find it very difficult to excufe himfelf up-
ori that account to his intended fon-in-law, who had all
along regarded this alliance rather as a marriage of
convenience than oflove. Conftantia had now no re-
lief but in her devotions and exercifes of religion, to
which her afilitions had fo entirely fubjeéted her
mind, that, after fome years had abated the violence of
her forrows, and fettled her thoughtsin a kind of
tranquillity, fhe refolved to pafs the remainder of her
days in a convent. Her father was not difpleafed
with a refolution, which would fave money in his fa-
mily, and readily complied with his daughter’s inten-
tions.  Accordingly, in the twenty—ﬁfth year of her
age, while her beauty was yet in all its’ height and
bloom; he carried her to a neighbouring city, i order
to look out a fifterhood of nuns among whom to place
his daughter. There was in this place a father of a
cohvenit who was very much renowned for his piety
and exemplary life: and as it is ufoal in the Romifh
church for thofe whoare under any great affli€tion, or
trouble of mind, to apply themfelves to the mofi emi-
nent confeflors fnr pardon and confolation, our beauti-
ful votary took the opportunity of confeffing herfelf to
this celebrated father.

We
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We muft now retiitn to Theddofius, who, the very
orning that the above-mentioned inquiries had been
made after Kind, arrived at a'religious houfe in the
eity, wheére tlow Conftantia refided s and defifing thac
fecrecy and concealment of‘the Fathers of the convent;
which'is very ufual upon'any’ extraordinary oecafion,
he made himfelf one of the Qrder; with a private Yow
fiever to inquire after Conftantia ; whom he looked
fipon as given away to his rival wpon the day on which,
according to conunon fame; their marriage was to have
been folemnized. ' Having in lis youth made a good
progrefs in learning, that he might dedicate himfelf
niore entirely to'religion, he éntered into holy orders,
and in a few years becamie fenowned for his fanétity of
tife, and thofe pivus fedtiments which he infpired into
all who converfed withhim. . It was this holy dian to
whom' Conflantia had detéritined to'apply herfelf in
confeflion, though reither fthe nor any other, Befides
the Prior of ‘the convent, knew any thing of his name
or family. * The gay, the amiable Theodofius had now
taken tpon him the nime' of Father Francis, and was
fo far concealed in a long beard, a {Haven head, and &
religious hdbit, that it was impoffible to difeover the
man of the world in the venerable conventual.

“As he was oné ‘morting fhut up in his confeffional,
Conftantia kneeling by him, opened the ftate of her
foul to him; and afrer having given him the hiftory
of a life full '6f inhocence, fHe burft out in tears, and
entered upon'that part of ' her ftory in which he him-
{eIf had {o'great a {hare. My behaviour, fays fhej has
1 fear béen thie death of 2 man' who had no other fault
but that of loving ‘mé too much. - Heaven only knows
how déar e was to' me whilft He lived, and how' bits
ter the remembrance ‘of him' has been to me’fince
his death. * She here paufed, and lifted ‘up her eyes
that ftreamed with tears towardsthe fither ; who was
fo moved with the fenfe of her forrows; that he could
only command his voice, which was broke with fighg
anJ fobbings, fo far as to bid her proceed. © She ?ol-i
lawed his aire&tions, and in a flood of tears poured oug
Her heart before him. The Father could mot forbear

Vou. I €e weeping
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weeping aloud, infomuch that, in the, agonies of his
grief the feat fhook under  him. ~ Conftantia, whq
thought.the go m&a-ms,ghus moved by his compai-
sion towards her, and by the horror of. her guilt, pro-
ceeded, with sthe utmoft omtrition to. acquaint
's'vnlﬁ that vew, of virginity .in.which fhe was going to
engage herlclf,as the proper.atonement fot her fins, and
the only fueritice fle. could ‘make to the memory of
‘Theeadofius. | The, Fa.i.hcl,pwlw by tlm tﬁne had prets
ty well compafed himfelf,ourit out again in tears upon
hepring shat name to, \qh,u:ix he had been fo fong difu-

fedyand npon receiying, this ugﬁgnc@gf.an unpa.rclleled.
fidelity, from ene who he thought had, feveral yeais
tince: given herfelf up 1o the poflefion of another. A-

midlt the interruptions of his forrow, féemg.hls peni«
rent overwhelmed  with gqet,i}p‘ﬂas only alﬁ'.w bid
her; frpmytime @\nn@%mmﬂﬁﬁ-’*ﬁw ‘eli'- her thar
her fins were: forgiven. her———that hev guilt was -not
fo.great as dhe appmhsndqd—ﬁt,bat ,jhe\ d. not; {uf
fer, herlelf to bé attlicted above meature. - Aftar whicly
he recovered himfelfienongh to give hm?’tthe .l.biolu.tmn
in form 3 direéting her at the fyme time to repair to
him agani the next day, that he 1mght encourage her
in the pious refelutions the had ;ﬁkep,and ive he;;
{#itable exhortations for her belu!\ iour in i, Conflan-

s retired, and| the next rnorm’pg;,rwewed her apph-t
antions.  Theodofius Jhaving manned his, fonl with
proper theughts -and, reflections, exerted himfelf on
this pecution in the beft mannes. he -could to animate
his| peritent imthe courfe of life {he, was entering up:
ot and wear; ¢utof her. mind thofe groundlefs feary
andsappsehentions: whieh had taken , pofieifion of it
nomludmg with a premife to her, that he wﬂqld fl:qm'
dmé tetime continuehis admonitions when fhe fhould
have taken' npon her the holy veil. The rules of our
zefpetive ordrss fays he; will not permit Bhat; ﬂlquiq
fee you, but you may alfiure yrmrtelf not oaly of having
3 place inomy, prayers, but of receiving, fuch frequent,
wltrudtions as L can convey to you by letters: - Go on
ghearfully in the glorious courfe _you have undertaken;
:mi you will quickly £nd fuch a peace and fatisfaltion
|| 11:
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in your mind, wthh it is not: inthe po'ﬁfel'of the world
to vl Rs e i o

Conflantja shearf was fo dlevated with thediftourfe
of Father" Francis, that the very next day fheentered
apon her vow. As foon as the lofemmtlcs of herre-
ception were over, fhe retired, as it is uﬂﬂl, \"nl:h the
Abbefs inte her own apartment.” . 0

The Abbefs had been informacl‘ the i ght hefm-e of
all that had paffed between her noviciate and Father
Grancis ; from whem ihe now elc!wemd to herthe fol-
fowi mg lctter = :

S the ﬁr& thts of thnfc ]mjrs and conf’ulatmns
A which you may expedt. from the life you are
* now engaged in, I muft acquaint you that Theodofius,
¢ whofe death fits fo heavy upon yowr thoughts, is {till
¢ alive; and that the fither, to whom: you have .cor-
tfeffed yourfelf, was once that Theodohus wham-you
¢ ifo much lament. The lovewhich we hase had for
¢ one another will make us more bappyin dss difup-
¢ pointment than it could have done in its fuccefs.
* Providence has difpofed of us for our advantage,
* though not according to our wifthes.  Confider your
¢ Theodofius {till as dead, but affure yourfelf of one
* who will not ceafe to pray for you in Father .
¢t Franc st

Conftantia faw that the hand-writing agreed with
the contents of the letter; and upon reflecting onthe
voice of the perfon, the behaviour, and above all the
extreme forrow of the father during her confeflion,
the difcovered Theodofius in every particular.  After
having wept with tears of joy, It is enough, fuys fhe,
Theodofius is fill in being; { ihall live wjth co.nfort,
and die in peace.

'The fetters which the Father fent her afterwards are
vet extant in the Nunnery where fhe refided ; and are
often read 1o the young religious, in order to mfp
them with good refolutions and fentiments of -wrtl;
It fo happened, that after ‘Conftantia hivd lived about
ter years in the clmﬁcr, a‘violent fever broke out in
1he place, svhich fivept away” great ‘multicudes, and

;i C ok ST among
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among others Theodofius, ~ Upon his death-bed he
fent his benediction in a very moving manner to Con-
{tantia, who at that time was her(elf {o far gone in
the fume fatal diftemper, that fhe lay delirious. Up-
on the interval which generally precedes death in fick-
neffes of this nature, the Abbefs, finding that the
phyficians had given her over, told her that Theodo-
jius was'juft gone before her, and that he had fent her
*his benedi@tion in his laft moments. Conflantia re-
ceived jt with pleafure. And now, fays fhe, if I do
not afk any thing improper, let ‘me be buried by
Theodofius. My vow reaches no farther than the
grave. What T ‘afk is, T hope, no violation of it——
" She died foon after, and was interred according to her

requeft. A
heir tombs are fill to be feen, with a fhort Latin
infcription over them to the following purpofe :—

¢ Here lie the bodies of Father Francis and Siftey
¢ Conftance. "They were lovely in their lives and in
¢ their'death they were not divided.” = = * © ¢

b SR S T T T T

Saturday, September 8, 17117,

v = ¢ ik
———8i firte necceeft,
Fingere cinclutis won exaudita Gethegis
Continget 5 dabiturque licentia fumpta pudenier. ;
b g s 7k ¢ Ho‘rl. Al’ﬁo I’,oet' V. 4’?'

« If you would unheé{dmf things exprefs,
% Invent new words ; we can indulge amufe, ~
¢ Until the licenfe rife to an-abufe.” 1 Crzecn.

T Have often wifhed, that asin our conftitution there
are feveral perfons whofe bufinefs is to watch over
our laws, our:liberties and ¢ommerce, certain men
might be fet apart as Superintendants of our Language,
to hinder any words of a foreign coin from pafluig
| 11t T i ‘NQ.. [65. * ' - mon-g

= S —
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among us; and in particular to probibit any French
phrafes from becoming current in this kingdemn, when
thofe of our. awn ftamp are altogether as waluable,
The prefent war has fo adulterated our tongue with
firange words, that it syowld be impoflible for one of
our great grandfathers to.kaow, what his. pofterity
have been doing, were he toread their exploits in a
modern news-paper. . Qur warrioss are yery mduftris
ous in propagating the French lanzuage, at the fame
time that they are fo glorioudly fuccelsful in beating
down their power. Our foldiers. are men of firong
heads for aétion, and perform fuch fuats as they are
not able to exprefs. They want words in their own
tongue to tell us whatnit is they .atchieve,: and there-
fore fend us.over. agcounts: of their performances.in 2
jargon of phrafes, which they learn among their con-
quered enemies.  They ought howeyer to be provided
with ficretaries, and affiffed by our foreign ninifters,
to tell their flory for them in plain Englith, and o
let us knew jn our mother-tongue what it is our brave
countrymen ace about.  The French would indeed be
in the right to publiih the news of the prefent war in
Lnglith phrafes, and make their campaigns unintelligi
ble.  Their people might flatter themielves that things
aremot o bad as they really are, were they thus pal-
fiuted with furcign_ terms, and thrown into thades and
obfcurity 3 but the Englith cannot be toa clear in their
narrative of thofe ations, which have raifed their
country 1 a higher pitch of glory than it ever yet ar-
rived aty angl which will be {lil} cthe more adinired the
better they are explained, .

For my part, by thar time 3 fiege is carried on two
or three duys, I.am altogether loft and bewildered in
it, and meet wigh fo many inexplicable didiculties, that
1 fearce. know what fide, has the beuter of it, until 1
amuinformed by the tower guns that the place is furs
rendered. I do indeed make fome allowances for this
part. of the war, fortifications haying Leen foreign ine
ventions, and upon that acconnt abounding in. foreign
termss . But when we have won battles which may. be
defcribed in our own language, why are gur P";'l""\]frj

fille
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filled with' fo many unintelligible exploits, and the -
¥rench obliged to lend usa part of their tongue before
we can kmaow how they are conquered ¢ They muft
be made acceffary to their own difgrace, as the Bri-
fons were formerly fo artificially wrought in the cur-
tain of the Roman theatre, that they feemed to draw
it up in order to give the fpeators an oppertunity of
fecing their own defeat celebrated upon the ftage : for
fo Mr Dryden has tranflated that verfe in Virgil,

,Pm:purca intextt tollunt aulsa Britanni.
Georg. i1i. 25.

AWhich interwoven Britons feem to raife.
And fhew the triumph that their fhame difplays.

The hiftories of all our former wars are tranfmitted

to us in our vernacular idiom, to afe the phrafe ofa
great modern eritic. I do not find in any of our chro-
nidles, that Edward the third ever recomitred the ene-
my, thouqh he often difcovered the pofture of the
¥rench, and as often v vanquithed them in battle. The
Black Prince pafled many a river without the help of
Pontoons, and filled a ditch with faggots as fuccefsfully
as the generals of our times do it with Fafcines. Our
communders lofe half their praife, and our people half
their joy, by means of thofe hard words and dark ex-
preflions in which our newspapers do fo much a-
bound. Thawve feen many a _prm‘rcnt citizen, after hav-
ing read every article, inquire of his next 11b|-t'hb0ur
what news the mail had brought.

I remember in that remarkable year when our coun-
try was delivered from the greatett fears and apps ‘ehien:
fioms, and raifed to the greateft height of ¢ladnefs it
had ever felt fince 1t was a nation, I mean the vear of
Blenheim, I had the copy of a letter 'ﬁ.ﬁt me out of
the country, which was wnt.-ten fmm a young gen-
tleman inthe army to his father, 2 man of ¢ good eftate
and plin fenfe. As the letter was very modifhly
¢hequered with this modern military eloquence, T fhall

prefent ‘my reader with a copy of it.
- ¢ SIR,
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ther fifh, flefh, nor good red-herring. - T with, fayshe,
the captain ma: ay | be (?ompos Mentis, he talks of a 1aucy
Trumpet, and’ &' Dru chat “Carries meffiges | cherr
who is this Chaftc ‘Blanche ? He muft either

us, or he s out of his feirfes. The father, who' aiways
Tooked vpon the ‘curdte'as a leafned man) bega'tl to fret
inwardly at his"fon's ufage, and - p'roducmg a‘letter
which he had writteid to lumiabout thrée poils before;
You fec here, fﬁ\m e, when he writes for Sriohey he
kiows Hosw to fpeik "ntelhgxlsly enough’; there'is no
man’ in Lnn'l-md can ‘exprefs himfeif clearer; when' he
tvants 4 ﬂcw Furnitdre for ks horfe. 'In thort, the old
man was 1zzled the point, thit it might have
fared ill \Eﬂﬁ‘ his "'mm!;lui ii!:nnm feen 3l the Prirts
dbont thrie days after fllfed with the faine tefms of art
and that Charle., m}l} it I'kc other men,” LY

r " i 4 3 A ;_,
— oo

J\fm?fr)’, ‘kptem'bef x::, .1."1‘1“ :

- SRy “"a il 2 ekl vy wee: fgmr, R
Ne fotayi it et e udd'r‘ aﬁdgra :ehy?m. vk Eatetiy

) o Owide ME‘H i?a 81'!}*

& 1\“"h:c’n nor drt‘ads the ra.ge -
& Of sempetis, Gre, or wir, of Wadhng age” 4 ‘ﬁ"‘ 5
ELS‘I‘E

—is

. s

RIS !“‘)’I‘I,T' tells pe hat :‘xe wm‘]d is 2'¢6pf or

tr:n;impt of thofe idleas, which a¥¢ in the mind
of Lbe firlt Being ; antt that (i6fe ideds) whichire in the
fnind of wun, are a tranfeript of the world, To this
We may a.d, e}m words 5' the rrm‘ﬁr:,pf of ‘thofe
fdeas which arb in he mind of m'lrr, and rtfat W rit-
ing or prifitifiy ate the trabfiript of words:

“As the Strprime Bc.mgl\in h réfled; and a5 it w‘cr'*
prmted his idcsS in the (reﬁuun, men exprefs their
ideas in’ ‘100:\*4 \\“‘hlL‘l by ’t]‘ns ‘great 'invention' of
the{'e Iallr ales iy T i Yong ' us the fun and

‘ 2 Nor16p; T moon
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moon, and perifh only in the general wreck of na-
ture. Thus Cowley, in his Poem on the Refurrec-
tion, mentioning the deftru€tion of the univerfe, has
thofe admirable lines:

Now all the wide extended fky,
And all tl¥ harmonious worlds on high,
And Virgil’s facred work fhall die.

There is no other method of fixing thofe thoughts
which arife and difappear in the mind of man, and
tranfmitting them to the laft periods of time ; no other
method of giving a permanency to our ideas, and pre-
{erving the knowledge of any particular perfon, when
his body is mixed with the common mafs of matter,
and his foul retired into the world of fpirits. Books
are the legacies that a great gemius leaves to man-
kind, which are delivered down from generation to
generation, as prefents to the pofterity of thofe who
are yet unborn.

All other arts of perpetuating our ideas continue
but a fhort time. Statues can laft but a few thoufands
of years, edifices fewer, and colours fiill fewer than
edifices. Michael Angelo, Fontana, and Raphael,
will hereafter be what Phidias, Vitruvius, and Apelles
are at prefent; the names of great ftatuaries, architeéts,
and painters, whofe works are loft. The feveral arts
are exprefled in mouldering materials. Nature finks
under them, and is not able to fupport the ideas which
are impreft upon it.

The circumftance which gives authors an advantage
above all thefe great mafters, is this, that they can
multiply their originals ; or rather can make copies of
their works to what number they pleafe, which fhall
be as valuable as the originals themfelves. This gives
a great Author fomething like a profpeét of eternity,
but at the fame time deprives him of thofe other ad-
vantages which artifts meet with. The artift finds
greater returns in profit, asthe Author in fame. What
an ineftimable price would a Virgil or a Homer, a
Cicero, or an Ariftotle bear, were their works, like a

Vor. II. Dd ftatue,
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was likely to continue even after his death., The cu-
rate upon farther- examination finding the penitent-in
the utmoft agonies of defpair, and being himfelfa man
of learning, told him, that he hoped his ‘cafe was not
fo defperate as he apprehended, fince he found thathe
was {o very feuhble of his fault, and fo fincerely re-
pented of it. - The peniterit ftill urged the evil ten-
dency of his beok to fubvert all religton, and the little
ground of hope there could be for one whofe writings
would continueto do mifchief when his body was laid
in athes. The curate, finding no other way to com-
fort hini. told him, that he did well in being afHlicted
for the evil defign with which he publifhed his book ;
but that he ought to be very thankful thut there was
no danger of its doing any hart: that his caufe was
fo very bad, and his arguments fo weak, that he did
not apprehend any ill effe@s of it; in ﬂlOl't, that he
might reft fatisfied his book could ~do no more mif-
chief after his death than it had done whilit he was
living. To which he added, for his farther fatisfaétion,
that he did not believe any be fides his particular fﬁze;!ds
and acquaintance had ever been at the pains of read-
ing it, or that any body after his death would ever
inquire after it. The dying man had fiill fo much
the frailty of an ‘author in him, as to be cut to the
heart with thefe confolations ; and, without anfwering
the good man, afked his friends Sou b (with a
peevifhnefs that is natural to a fick perfon) where they
had picked up fuch a blockhead ? And whether they
thought him a proper perfon to attend one in his con-
dition ? The curate finding that the author did not
expeét to be dealt with as a real and fincere penitent,
but'as a penitent of importance, after a fhort admnm-
tion withdrew ; not queftioning but he fhould be again
« fent for if the ficknefs grew defperate. The author
however recovered, and has fince written two or three
other tracts with the fame {pirit, and, very luckily for
his poor foul, with the fame fucccfs :

DA B ot it aidTabner/ans
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Thurfday, September 13, 1711%.

Sic vita erats facile ommnes preferre ac pati :
Cum quibus erat cungue una, his fofe dedere,
Eorum obfequi fludiis ; advesfus nemini 3
Nunquam preponens fe aliis : fta facillime
Sine invidia invenias laudem.

Ter. Andr. A& 1. Sc. 1.

¢ His manner of life was this: to bear with every body’s
“ humours ; to comply with the inclinations and pur-
¢ {uits of thofe he converfed with; to contradiét no
*¢ body ; never to aflume a fuperiority over others. This
“is the ready way to gain applaufe, without exciting
L1 Envy.”

AN is fubje& to innumerable pains and for-

rows by the very condition of humanity, and
yet, as if nature had not fown evils enough in life, we
are continually adding grief to grief, and aggravating
the common calamity by our cruel treatment of one an-
other. Every man’s natural weight of afflictions is
{till made more heavy by the envy, malice, treachery,
or injuftice of his neighbour. At the fame time that
the ftorm beats upon the whole {pecies, we are falling
foul upon one another.

Half the mifery of human life might be extinguifhed
would men alleviate the general curfe they lie under,
by mutual offices of compaflion, benevolence, and
humanity. There is nothing therefore which we
ought more to encourage in ourfelves and others, than
that difpofition of mind which in our ianguage goes
under the title of Good-nature, and which I {hall choofe
for the fubject of this day’s Speculation.

Good-nature is more agreeable in converfation than
wit, and gives a certain air to the countenance which is
mere amiable than beauty. It fhews virtue in the

* No. 169. faireft
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faireft light, takes off in fome meafure from the de-
formity of vice, and makes even folly and impertinence
quFm table.
here is no foc:ety or converfation to be kept up
in the world without Good-nature, or fomething which
muit bear its appearance, and fupply its place.. For
this reafon mankind have been forced to invent a kind
of artificial humanity, which is what we exprefs by the
word Good-breeding. For if we examine thoroughly
the idea of what we call {o, we fhall find it to be no-
thing elfe but an imitation and mimickry 'of Good-
nature, or in other terms, affability, complailance and
eafinefs of temper reduced into an art.

Thefe exterior fhows and appearances of humanity
render a man wonderfully popular and beloved when
they are founded upon a real Good-nature 3 but with-
out it are like hypocrify in religion, or a bare form of
holinefs, which, when it is difcovered, makes a man
more deteftable than profeffed impiety.

Good-nature is generally born with us: health, pro-
perity, and kind treatment from the world are great
cherithers of it where they find it; but nothing is ca-
pable of forcing it up, where it does not grow of it-
felf. It is one of the bleflings of a happy conftitution,
which education may improve but not produce.

Xenophon, in the life of his imaginary prince, whom
he deferibes as a pattern for real ones, is always cele~
brating the Philanthropy or Good-nature of his hero,
which he tells us he brought into the world with
him, and gives many remarkable inftances of it in his
Lhﬂdhood as well as in all the feveral parts of his
life. Nay, on his death-bed, he defcribes him as being
pleafed, that while his foul returned to him who made
it, his body thould incorporate with the great mother
of all things, and by that means become beneficial to
mankind. For which reafon, he gives his fons a
pofitive order not to infhrine it in gold or filver, but
to lay it in the earth as foon as the life was gone out
of it.

An inflance of fuch an overflowing of humanity,
fuch an exuberant love to mankind, could not have

entered
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entered into the imagination of a writer, who had not
a foul filled with great ideas, and a general benevo-
lence to mankind.

In that celebrated paffage of Saluft, whcre Cafur
and. Catoi are placed in. fuch beannful but oppofite
lights, Cewfar’s charalter is chiefly made up of Good-
mature, as- it thewed itfelf in all its forms towards his
friends or his enemies, his (ervants or dependents, the
guilty or the diftrefied. * As for Cato’s charaéter, it is
rather awful than amiable.  Juftice feems moft agree-
able to the nature of God, and Mercy to that of Man.
A Being who has nothing to pardon in himfelf, may
reward every man according to his works; but he
whofe;very beft altions mufl be feen with grains of
allowance, cannot be too mild, moderate, and forgiving.
For this reafon, among all the monfirous charadters m
human nature, there is none fo odious, nor indeed {o .
exquifitely ridiculous, as that of a rigid, fevere temper
in a worthlefs man.

This part of Good-nature, however, which confifls
in the pdrdoning and overlooking of faults, is to be
exercifed only in doing ourfelves juftice, and that too
in the ordinary commerce aud occurrences of life; for
in the public adminiftrations of juftice, mercy to one
may be cruelty to others.

1t is grown almoft into a maxim, that Good-natured
men are not always men of the moft wit. This obfer-
vation, in my opinion, has no foundation in nature.
The greateft Wits I have converfed with are men
eminent for their humanity. T take therefore this
remark to have been occafioned hy two reafons. Firft,
becaufe Ill-nature among ordinary obfervers paffes for
Wit. A fpiteful faying gratifies fo many little paf-
fions in thofe who hear it, that it generally meets with-
a good reception. ~ The laugh rifes upon it, and the
man who utters it is looked upon asa fhrewd fatirift.
This may be one reafon why a great many pleafant
companions appear fo furprifingly’ dull, when they
have endeavoured to be merry in print; the public
being more juft than private clubs or affemblies, in
diftinguifhing between what is Wit and what is Ilk-
nature. Another
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a choleric, a fullen, a covetous, or a filly hufband,
has not fpoken one word of a Jealous Hufband.

¢ Jealoufy is that pain which a man feels from the
¢ apprehenfion that he is not equally beloved by the
s¢ perfon whom he entirely loves.”” Now, becaufe our
inward paffions and inclinations can never make them-
felves vifible, it is impoflible for a jealous man to be
thoroughly eured of his fufpicions. His thoughts hang
at beft in a ftate of doubtfulnefs and uncertamty ; and
are never capable of receiving any fatisfaction on the
advantageous fide ; fo that his inquiries are moft fuc-
cefsful when they difcover nothing. His pleafure a-
rifes from his difappointments, and his life is fpent in
purfuit of a fecret that deftroys his happinefs if he
chance to find it,

An ardent love is always a firong ingredient in this
paffion ; for the fame affection which ftirs up the jea-
lous man’s defires, and gives the party beloved fo
beautiful a figure in his imagination, makes him be-
lieve {he kindles the fame pafiion in others, and ap-
pears as amiable to all beholders. And as jealoufy
thus arifes from an extraordinary love, it is of fo de-
licate a nature, that it fcorns to take up with any thing
lefs than an equal return of love. Not the warmelt
expreflions of affeétion, the fofteft and moft tender
hypocrify, are able to give any fatisfaction, where we
are not perfuaded that the affedtion is real and the
fatisfaction mutual. For the jealous man wifhes him-
felf a kind of deity to the perfon he loves. He would
be the only pleafure of her fenfes, the employment of
her thoughts ; and is angry at every thing fhe admires,
or takes delight in, befides himfelf.

Phedra’s requeft to his miftrefs, upon his lea-
ving her for three days, is inimitably beautiful and
natural :

Cum militeifts prefens, abfens ut fles:
Dies noctefque me ames : -me defederes :
Me fornnties : me expectes: de e cogites:

Me
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M fperes : me te oblecles . mecum tota fis :
DMeus fac fis pofiremo animus, quando ego fum tuus.
: Ter. Eun. A i. Sc. 22

¢« Be with yon foldier prefent, as if abfent

« All night and day love me: ftill long for me

¢ Dream, ponder ftill on me : wifh, hope for me 2

¢« Delight in me : be all in all with me:

¢ Give your whole heart, for mine’s all your’s, to me.”

CoLMAN.

The jealous man’s difeafe is of fo malignant a na-
ture, that it converts all it takes into its own nourifh-
ment. A cool behaviour fets him on the rack, and is
interpreted as an inftance of averfion or indifference 3
a fond one raifes his fufpicions, and looks too much
like diffimulation and artifice. If the perfon he loves
be chearful, her thoughts muft be employed pn an-
other : and if fad, fhe is certainly thinking on himfelf.
In fhort, there is no word or gefture {o infignificant,
but it gives him new hints, feeds his fufpicions, and
furnifhes him with frefh matters of difcovery : fo that
if we confider the effeéts of this paffion, one would ra-
ther think it proceeded from an inveterate hatred
than an exceflive love; for certainly ‘none can meet
with more difquietude and uneafinefs than a fufpeéted
wife, if we except the jealous hufband.

But the great unhappinefs of this paffion is, that it
naturally tends to alienate the affeétion which it is fo
folicitous to engrofs ; and that for thefe two reafons,
becaufe it lays too great a conftraint on the words and
adtions of the fufpeted perfon, and at the fame time
fhews you have no honourable opinion of her; both
of which are firong motives to averfion.

Nor is this the worft effeét of jealoufy ; for it often
draws after it a more fatal train of confequences, and
makes the perfon you fufpect guilty of the very crimes
you are fo much afraid of. It is very natural for fuch
who are treated ill and upbraided falfely, to find outan
1nt1m.1te friend that will hear their complaints, con~

Vor. IT. Ye dole
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dole their fufferings, and endeavour to footh and, af>

fuage their fecret refentments. Befides, jealoufy puts

a woman often in mind of an ill thing that fhe would

not otherwife. perhaps have thought of, and fills her

imagination with fuch an unlucky idea, as in time

grows familiar, excites defire, and lofes all the fhame
and horror which might at firft attend it.. Norisita

wonder if fhe who fuffers wrongfully in a man’s opi-

nion of her, and has therefore nothing to forféit in

his efteem, refolves to give him reafon for his {ufpi-

cions, and to enjoy the’ pleafure of the crime, fince

fhe muft undergo the ignominy. Such probably were

the confiderations that direfted the wife-man in his

advi ice to hufbands ; “ Be not jealous over the wife of
¢ thy bofom, and teach her not an evil leflon again{t

< thyl‘e]f Hy

And here, among the other torments which this
pa[ﬁor; produces, we may ufually obferve that none
are griatcr mourners than jealous men, when the per-
fon, who provoked their jealoufy is taken from them.
Then, it is that their love breaks out furioufly, and
throws off all the. mixtures of fufpicion which choked
and {mothered. it before.  The beautiful parts of the
charater rife uppermoft in the jealous hutband’s me-
mory,. “and upbraid him with the ill ufage of fo divine
a creature as was once in his pofleflion ; whilft all the
little imperfe&ions, that were before {o uneafy to him,
wear off from his remembrance, and fhew themfelves
1o more.

. We may fee by what has been faid, that jealoufy
takes the cIEcpe{t root in men of amorous difpofitions ;
a.n;.l of thefe we may find three kinds who are moﬁ.
gyer-run with it.

‘The Firft are thofe who are confcions to themfelves'
of an mﬁrmlty, whether it be weaknefs, old age, defor
mity, ignorance, or the like. Thefe men are fo well
acquainted with the anainiable part of themfelves,
that they have not the cdnfidence to think they are
really beloved ; and are fo diftruftful of their own me-
rits, that all fondnefs towards them puts them out of
countenance, and loolu like a jeft upon their perfons..

They
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They grow fufpicious on their firft looking in a glafs,
and are ftung with jealoufy at the fight of a wrlee,
A handfome fellow immediately alarms them, and eve.
ry thing that looks young or gay turns their ;houghts
upon their wives.

A fecond fort of ‘men, who are moft liable to this
paflion, are thofe of cunning, wary, and_ iftrufiful
tempers, It is a fault very juftly found in hiftories
compofed- by politicians, that they leave nothing, to
chance or humour, but are flill foz,' dcrmng every acs
tion from fome plot 'and contrivance, for drawing up
a perpetual fcheme of caufes and events, and prefery-
ing a conftant Cprre['pondencc between the.camp and
the council-table. And thus it happenﬁ in the affairs
of love with men of too refined a thought They put
a conﬁm&;on on a look, and find out a defign in a
fmile; they give mew fenfes and ﬁgm_ﬁcatmns to
words and actions; and are ever tormenting them-
felves with fancies of their own raifing. They gener-
ally a&t in a difguife them{élves and therefore miﬁaks
all outward fhow and appearances for hypocrify in o-
thers 3 {o that I believe no men fee lefs. of the truth and
reality of thing than thefe great refiners upon inci-
dents, who are f?o wonderful fubtle and over-wife in
their conceptions,

Now; what thefe men fancy they know of women by
reflettion, your lewd and vicious men believe they have
learned by experience. They have feen the poor huf-
band fo mifled by tricks and artifices, and in the midit
of his inquiries 0 loft and bewildered in a crooked in-
trigue, that they ftill fufpeét an undcr—plot in every fe-
male aétion ; and efpecially where they fee any réfem.
blunce in thc behaviour of two perfons, are apt to
fancy it progeeds from the fame defign in both.
Thefe men, therefore, bear hard upon the fufpected
party, purfue her clofe through all her turnings and
windings, and are too well ac’quainted with the chafe,
to be flung off by any falfe fteps or doubles. Befides,
their acquaintance and converfation has lain wholly
among the vicious part of womankind, and therefore
it is no wonder they cenfure all alike, "and look upon

Ee¢z the
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the whole fex as a fpecies of impoftors. But if, not-
withftanding their private experience, they can get
over thefe prejudices, and entertain a favourable opi-
nion of fome Women ; yet their own loofe defires will
flir up new. fufpicions from another fide, and make
them helieve all Men fubjet to the fame inclinations
with themfelves.

‘Whether thefe or other motives are moft predomi-
nant, we learn from the modern hiftories of America,
as well as from our own experience in this part of the
world, that jealoufy is no northern paffion, but rages
moft in thofe mations that lie neareft the influence of
the fun. Tt is a misfortune for a woman to be born
between the tropics ; for there lie the hotteft regions of
jealoufy, which as you come northward cools all along
with the climate, till you fcarce meet with any thing
like it in the polar circle. Our own nation is very
temperately fituated in this refpeét; and if we meet
with fome few difordered with the violence of this
paflion, they are not the proper growth of our country,
but are many degres nearer the fun in their conflitu-
tions than in their climate.

After this frightful account of jealoufy, and the per-
fons who are moft fubje& to it, it will be but fair to
fhew by what means the paffion may be beft allayed,
and thofe who are poflefled with it fet at eafe. Other
faults indeed are not under the wife's jurifdi¢tion, and
thould, if poffible, efcape her obfervation ; but jealoufy
calls upon her particularly for its cure, and deferves
all her art and application in the attempt. Befides,
fhe has this for her encouragement, that her endea-
vours will be always pleafing, and that fhe will ftill find
the affeftion of her hufband rifing towards her in
proportion as his doubts and fufpicions vanifh ; for,
as we have feen all along, there is fo great a mixture
of love in Jealouly as is well worth the feparating.

But this fhall be the fubje& of another Paper.

Saturday,



SPECTATOR. 2ar

ek

— =
=3

Saturday, September 15, 1711%,

Credula res amor 5/?—-——- Ovid, Met. vii, 826,
¢ Love is a credulous paffion.” .

I I AVING in my yefterday’s Paper difcovered the

nature of Jealoufy, and pointed out the perfons
who are moft fubje¢t to it, I muft here apply myfelf
to my fair correfpondents, who defire to live well
with a Jealons Hufband, and to eafe his mind of its
unjuft fufpicions.

* TheFirft Rule I fhall propofe to be obferved is, that
you never feem to diflike in another what the J-alous
Man is himfelf guilty of, or to admire any thing in
which he himfelf does not excel. A jealous man is
very quick invhis applications, he knows how to find
a dounble edge in an invedtive, and to draw a fatire on
himfelf out of a panegyric on another. ~ He does not
trouble himfelf to confider the perfén, but to direct
the charaéter; and is fecretly pleafed or confounded
as he finds more or lefs of himfelf in it. The com-
mendation of any thing in another {tirs up his Jealoufy,
as it fhews youhave a value for others befides himfelf;
‘but the commendation of that, which he himfelf wants,
inflames him more, as it thews that in {fome refpeéts
you prefer others before him.  Jeuloufy is admirably
defcribed in this view by Horace in hisode to Lydia:

Buum tu, Lydia, Telephi
Cervicem rofeam, & cerea Telephi
Laudas brachia, ve mewm
Fervens difficili bile tumet jecur
Tunc nec mens mibi, nee color
Certa fede manet ; bumor &5 in genas
Furtin labitury arguens
Quam lentis pemitus macerer igribus. 1 Od. xiil. 1.
2 * Noy 171, ¢ When
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¢ When Telephus his youthful charms,
¥ % His rofy neck and winding arms,
¢ With endlefs rapture you recite, . .
¢ And in the pleafing name delight;
£ My heart, inflam’d by jealous heats,
¢ With pumberlefs refentments beats;
% From my pale cheek the colour flies,
¢ And all the man within me dies :
¢ By turns my hidden grief appears
“v 1. In rifing fighs and falling tears,.
¢ That thow too well the warm defires,
. *¢ The filent, flow, confuming fires,
¢ ‘Which on my inmoit vitals prey,
¢ And melt my very foul away.”

il
N

The, Jealous Man is not indeed angry if you diflike
another: but if, you find thofe faults which are to be
found in his own character, you difcover not only
your diflike of another, but of himfelf. In fhort, he
3s fo . defiroys of ingrofling all your love, that heis
grieved at the want of any charm which he believes
has power to raife it ; and if he finds by your cenfures
on others, that he is not fo agreeable in your opinion
as he might be, he naturally concludes you counld love

_him better if he had other qualifications, and thathy
confequence your affection does not rife fo high asihe
thinks it ought. If therefore his temper be grave or
fullen, you muit not be fo much pleafed with a jeft, or
tranfported with any thing that is gay and diverting;
if his beauty be none of the beft, yon muft be a pro-
fefled admirer of prudence, or any other quality he is
mafter of, or at leafl vain enongh to think he is,

In the next place, you muit be fure to be free and
open in your converfation with him, and te let in light
upon your actions, to unravel all your defigns, and dif*
cover every fecret, however trifling or indifferent. A
jealous hufband has a particular averfion to winks and
whifpers, and if he does not fee to the bottom of e-
very thing, will be fure to go beyond it in his fears
and fufpiciens. He will always expe& ta be your
chief confident, and where he finds himfelf kept outfof

a fee
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4 fecret, will believe there is more inm jt than there
fhould be. And here it is of great concern, that
you preferve the charater of your fincerity uniform
and of a-piece: for if he once finds a2 falfe glofs put
upon any fingle action, he quickly fufpeéts all the
reft; his working imagination immediately tiakes a
falfe hint, and turns off with it into feveral remote
confequences, till he has proved very ingenious in
working out his own mifery. ;

If both thefe methods fail, the beft way will be to
let him fee you are much caft down and afflicted for
the ill opinien he entertains of you, and the difquie-
tides he himfelf fuffers for your fake. There are
many who take a kind of barbarous pleafure in the
jealoufy of thofe who love them, that infult over an
aking heart, and triumph in their charms which are
able to excite fo much uneafinefs. ‘

Ardeat ipfa licet, tormentis- gaudet amantis. i
Juv. Sat. vi. 208.

¢ Tho’ equal pains her peace of mind deftroy,
¢ A lover’s torments give her fpiteful joy.” |
But thefz often carry the humour fo far, till their af-
fected coldnefs and indifference quite kills all the fond-
nefs ofa lover, and are then fure to meet in their turn
with all the contempt and fcorn that is due to fo in-
folent a behaviour. On the contrary, it is very pro-
bable a melancholy, dejeéted carriage, the ufual effects
of injured innecence, may foften the jealous hufband
into pity, make him fenfible of the wrong he does
you, and work out of his mind all thofe fears and fuf-
picions that make you both unhappy. At leaft it will
have this good effet, that he will keep his jealonfy
to himfelf, and repine in private, either becanfe he is
fenfible it is a weaknefs, and will, therefore, hide it
from -your knowledge, or becaufe he will be apt to
fear fome ill effect it may produce, in cooling your
fove towards him, or diverting it to another.

: There
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There is {till another fecret that can never fail, i
you can once get it believed, and which is often prac-'
tifed by women of greater cunning than virtue. This "
is to change fides for a while with the jealous man,
and to turn his own paffion upon himfelf; to take fome
occafion of growing jealous of him, and to follow the
example he himfelf hath fet you. This counterfeited
jealoufy will bring him a great deal of pleafure, if he
thinks. it real ; for he knows experimentally how much
love goes along with this paffion, and will befides feel
fomething like the fatisfaétion of a revenge in feeing
you undergo all his own tortures. DBut this, indeed,
is an artifice fo difficult, and at the fame time fo difa
ingenuous, that it ought never to be put in prattice,
but by fuch as have ikill enough to cover the deceit,
and innocence to render it excufable,

I fhall conclude this effay with the ftory of Herod
and Mariamne, as I have collefted it out of Jofephus ;
which may ferve almoft as an example to whatever can
be faid on this fubject.

Mariamne had all the charms that beauty, birth,
wit, and youth could give a woman, and Hered all the
love that fuch charms are able to raife in a warm and
amorous difpofition. In the midft of this his fordnefs
for Mariamne, he put her brother to death, as he did
her father not many years after. The barbauty of the
adtion was reprefenled to Mark Antony, who imme-
diately fummoned Herod into Egypt, to anfwer forthe
crime that was there laid to his charge. Herod at-
tributed the fummons to Anteny’s defire of Mariamne,
whom therefore, before his departure, he gave into the
cuftody of his uncle Jofeph, with private orders to put
her to death if any fuch violence was offered to himfelf,
This Jofeph was much delighted with Mariamne’s con-
verfation, and endeavoured, with allhis art and rhetoric,
to fet out the excefs of Herod’s paffion for her; but
when he ftill found hér cald and incredulouns, he in-
confiderately told her, as a certain inftance of her lord’s
affetion, the private orders he had left behind him,
which plainly fhewed, according to Jofeph'’s interpte-
tation, that he could neither live nor die witkout her,

This
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This barbarous inftance of a wild unreafonable paffiort
quite put out, for a time, thofe little remains of affec=
tion {he ftill had for her lord. Her thoughts were
fo wholly taken up with the cruklty ofhis orders, that
fhe could not confider the kindnefs that produced
them, and therefore reprefented'him, in her imagina-
tion, rather under the frightful idea of a murderer
than a lover. ~ Herod was at length acquitted and dif=
miffled by Mark Antony, when his foul was all in
flames for his Mariamae ; but before their meeting, he
was not a little alarmed at the report he had heard of
his uncle’s converfation and familiarity with her in his
abfence. This therefore wasthe firft difcourfe he en=
tertained her with, in which fhe found it no eafy mat-
ter to quiet his fufpicions. Butat laft he appeared fo
well fatisfied of her innocence, that from reproaches
and wranglings he fell to tears and embraces. Both of
them wept very tenderlyat their reconciliation, and He=
rod poured out his whole foul to her in the warmeft
proteftations of love and conftancy ; when amidft all his
fighs and languithings, fhe afked him, whether the pri-
vate orders he left with his unele Jofeph were an in=
france of fuch an inflamed affection ? The jealous
king was immediately roufed at {o unexpefted a que-
{tion, and concluded his uncle muft have been too fa-=
miliar with her before he would have difcovered fuch
afecret. In fhort, he put hisuncle to death, and
very difficultly prevailed upon himfelf to fpare Ma-
riamne; . .

. After this he was forced on 4 fecond jourhey into
Egypt, when he committed his lady to the care of So-
hemus, with the!{ame ptivate orders he had before
given his uncle, if any mif¢hief befel hims In the
mean 'while Mariamne {0 won upon Sohemus, by
her jprefents and obliging converfation, that fhe drew
all the fecret from him, with which Herod had in-
trufted him; fo that after his return, when he
flew to her with all the tranfports of joy and love,
fthe received him coldly with fighs and tears, and all
the marks of indifference and averfion. This recep-
ton fo ftirred up his indignation, that he had certain-
A Vag. IL ¥ Iy
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Iy flain her with his own hands, had not he feared he’
himfelf thould become the greater fufferer byit. It
was not long after this, when he had another.violent
return of love upon lum, Mariamne was therefore
fent for to him, whom he endeavoured to foften and
reconcile with all poffible conjugal careffes and endear-
ments ; but the declined his embraces, and anfivered
all his fondnefs with bitter. invectives for the death of
her father and her brother.' This behaviour fo in-
cenfed Herod, that he very hardly refrained from
firiking her; when in the heat of their quarrel there
came m a witnefs, fuborned by fome of Mariamne’s
enemies, whe accufed her te the king of a defign to:
poifon him. Herod was now prepared to hear any
thing in her prejudice, and immediately: ordered her
fervant to be ftretched upon the rack; who, in the ex-
tremity of his tortures, confeft, that his miflrefs’s aver-
fion to the king arofe from fomething Sohemus had
toid her : but as for any defign of poifoning, he utter-
ly difowned the leaft knowledge of it.  This confeffion
quickly proved fatal to Sohemus, who now lay under
the fame fufpicions and fentence that Joféph had be+
fore him on the like occafion. Nor would Herod reft
here ; but accufed her with great vehemence of a de-
fign upon his life, and by his autherity with the jud-
E::s had her publickly condemned and executed. Herod
on after her death grew melancholy and dejected, re-
tiring from the public adminiftration of affairsinto a fo-
litg foreft, and there abandoning himfelftoalltheblack
derations which naturallyarife from a paffion made
up of love, remorfe, pity, and deipair. Heufed to rave
for his Mariamne, and to call upon her in his diftrac-
ted, fits ; and in all prebability would foon have follow-
ed her, had not his thoughts been feafonably called off
from fo fad an obje@ by public florms, which at that
time very nearly threatened him.

Tugfday,
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Tuefday, September 18, 1711%.

Remove fera monfira, tuzque
- Baxifics vultus, quecunque ea, talle Medufe.
Ovid. Met. v. 316.

¢ Hence with thefe monftrous features, and O fpare
_ % That Gorgon’s look, and petrifying {tare.” Pe

Y N alate paper I mentioned the proje& of aningenious

author for ereéting of feveral handicraft prizes to be
contended for by our Britith artifans, and the influ-
ence they might have towards the improvement of
our feveral manufa&ures. 1 have fince that been very
much furprifed with the following advertifement which
I find in the Poft-boy of the 11th inftant, and again
repeated in the Poft-boy of the 15th.

N the gth 6f O&ober next will be run for u
O Colefhill-Heath in Warwickfhire, a plate of x
guineas value, three heats, by any horfe, mare, or geld-
ing that hath not won above the value of gl. the win,
ning horfe to befold for 10l. to carry 1o {lone weight,
if 14 hands high; if above or under to carry or to be al-
lowed weight for inches, and to be enteréd Friday the
15that the Swan in Colefhill, before {ix in the evening,
Alfo a plate of lefs value to be run for by afles. The
fame day a gold ring to be grinned for by men.

The firft of thefe diverfions that isto be exhibited
by the 101. Race Horfes, may probably have its ufej
but the two laft in which the affes and men are con<
cerned, feem to me altogether extracrdinary and un-
accountable. Why they fhould keep running affes at
Colefhill, or how making mouths turns to account in
‘Warwickihire, more than in any other partsof England,
I cannot comprehend. I have looked over all the
Olympic games, and do not find any thing in them like

No. 173. Ffa _ an
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an afs-race, or a match at grinning. However it be, Tam
informed that feveral affes are now kept in body-clothes,
and {weated every morning upon the heath, and that
all the country-fellows within ten miles of the Swan,
grin an hour or two in their glafles every morning, in
order to qualify themdvlves for the ninth of October.
The prize, which is propofed to be grinned for, hasraif-
ed fuchan ambition amongthe common people of out-
grinning one anocher, that many very difcerning per-
fons are afraid it thould fpoil moft of the faces in the
country ; and that a Warwickthire-man will be known
by his grin, as' Roman Catholics imagine a Kentifh-
man is by his tail. The gold ring which is made
the prize of deformity, is juft the reverfe of the gol-
den apple that was formerly made the prize of beau-
tyé and fhould carry for its pofy the old motto inver-
te

Detur tetriord,

Or to accommodate it to the capacity of the comba-
tants, :

The frightfullft grinner

Be the winner.

In the mean while I would advife a Dutch painter
to be prefent at this great controver{y of faces, in order
to make a colle¢tion of the moft remarkable grins that
shall be there exhibited.

I muft not here omit an account which I lately re-
ceived of one of thefe grinning-matches from a gentle-
man, who upon reading the above-mentioned adver=
ti{'ement, entertained the coffee-houfe with the follow-
ing narrative: Upon the taking of Namur, amidft
other public rejoicings madeon that occation, there was a
a gold ring given by a whig Jaﬁlce of peace to be grin-
ned for. The firft competitor that entered the lifts,
was a black fwarthy Frenchman, who accidentally pafl-
-ed that way, and being a man naturally of a withered
look, and hard features, promifed himfelf good fuccefs.
He was placed upon a table in the great point of view 3
and looking upon the company like Milton’s Death,

Gnnn d
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Grinn’d horribly a ghaftly fmile——' "

His mufcles were fo drawn together on each fide of
his face, that he fhewed twenty teeth at a grin, and
put the country infome pain, left a foreigner fhould
carry away the honour of the day ; but upon a farther
trial they found he was mafter only of the merry

in. s s A , :
The next that mounted a table; was a mal-content in
in thofe days, and a great mafter in the whole art of
grinning, but particularly excelled in the angry grin.
He did his part fo well, that he is faid to have made
‘half a dozen women mifcarry; but the juftice being ap-
prifed by one-who ftood. near him,. that the fellow
who grinned in his face was a Jacobite, and being un-
willing that a difaffected perfon fhould win the gold
ring and he looked upon as the beft: grinuerin the
country, he ordered the oaths to be tendered unto him
upon his quitting the table, which the grinner refufing,
he was fet afide as an unqualified perfon. There were
feveral other grotch_ue figures that prefented them-
felves, which 1t would be too tedious to. deferibe. I
muft not however omit a:plowman, who lived in the
farther part of the country, and being very lucky in a
pair of long lanthorn jaws, wrung his face into fuch a
hideous grimace, that every feature of it appeared under
a different diftortion. The whole company ftood afto-
nithed at fuch a complicated grin, and were" ready
to affign the prize to him, had it not been proved by
one of his antagonifts, that he had pratifed with ver-
juice for fome days before, and had a crab found upoh
him at thevery time of grinning ; upon which the beft
judges of grinning” declared it as their opinion. that
he was not to be looked upon as a fair grinner, and

therefore ordered himto be fet afide as a cheat. -

"The prize, it feems, fell at length upon a cobler,
Giles Gorgon by name,who produced feveralnew grins
of his own invention, having been uled to cut faces for
many years together over his laft. At the very firft
grin he caft’ every human feature out of his counte-
‘nance, at the fecond he became the face of a fpout, 1‘;1:
the

-
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the third a baboon, at the fourth a head)of a bafs
viol, and at the fifth a pair of nut-crackers. Thewhole
aﬁ'embly wondered at hisaccomplithments, and beftow-
wed the Ting'on’him unanimoufly; but ‘what he efteern-
«d morethan all the refl, 2 country wench,’ whom he
Thad wooed in'vain for above five years before, was fo
charmed with his ‘grins, ‘and the applaufes which he
reccived on all fides, that the married him the week
Holibwitig, and to this day wears ‘the prize upon her
finger, the cobler havmg madc ufe of it as lns wedding
Hing.

“LPhis Paper might perhaps feem very impertinent,
it grew ferious in the conclufion. T would neverthe-
Jefs Teave it to the confideration of thofe 'who are the
petrons of this monftrous trial of fkill, whether or no
‘they are not guilty, in fome meafure, of an affront to
their fpecies, in treating after this "manner the Hu-
mAN FacE Dlvmﬁ, and turning that part of us, which
has fo great an image Impreﬂ'eg upen it, into the i-
mage of a‘monkey ; whether the raifing fuch filly com-
‘petitions among the ignorant, propofing prizes for fuch
afedefs accomplithments, filling the common ‘people’s
heads with fuch fenfelefs ambitions, and infpiring them
‘with fuch abfurd ideas of fuperiority and pre-eminence,
‘has not in it fomething immoral as well as ridiculous.

Saturday, September 22, 1711%.

——Quis enitn bonus, awt face dignus
./hcam, qualem Cereris vult ejfe Jacerdss,
Ulla aliena fibi credat mala ? Juv. Sat. xv. 140.

* Who ecan all {fenfe of other ills efcape,
< Is but a brute, at beft, in human thape.” TaTE.

TN one of my laft week’s Papers I treated of Good-
_mature, asit is the effet of conftitution ; I thall now
No. 177. fpeak
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{peak of it, as it is a moral virtue., The firft may make
a man eafy to himfelf and agreeable to others, but im~-
plies no merit in himthat is poflefled of it,. A man is:
1o, more to be praifed wpon: this account; than:becanfe
he has a regular pulfe, or a good digeftion. This:
Good-nature. however in the conflitution; which Mr-
Dryden fomewhere calls a Milkinefsiof Blood, is an ad=:
mirable ground-work forithe other. In order therefore:
to try our Good-mature, whether it arifes from:the bo<
dy or the mind, whether it be founded in the animak
or rational part of our mature ; in a word, whether it
be fuch as is intitled to any ether reward; befides that-
fecret {atisfaftion and contentment of mind :which is
effential to-it, and the kind: reception it procures us i
the world, we muftexamine it Ey the following rules.
Firft, whether it a&s with fteadinefs and uniformity
in ficknefs and in health, in profperity and in adver-
fity ; if otherwife, itis to be lookedupon asnothing elfe:
but an irradiation of the mind from fome new fupply
of fpirits, or a more kindly circulation of the blood-
Sir Francis Bacon mentions a cunning folicitor, who:
would never alk a favour of a great man before din-
mer ; but took care to prefer his petitionat a time when
the party petitioned Lad his mind free from care, and:
his appetites. in .good humour. Such a tranfient tem-
porary Good-nature as this, isinot that philanthropy,
that loye of mankind, which deferves the title of a.
moral, virtue. <
The next way of a man’s bringing his Good-nature
to the tefty is; to confider. whether it operates accord-
ing to: the rules of reafon and duty: for if, notwith-
ftanding its generdl benevolence to mankind, it makes
o diftinétion between its.objedts, if it exerts itfelf pro-
mifcuoufly towards the deferving and undeferving, if
it relieves alike the idle and the indigent, ifit gives it-
felf up to the firft petitioner, and lights upon any one
rather by accident than ehoice, it may pafs foran ami-
able inftinét, but muft not aflume the name of a moralL
virtue, '
The third trial of Good:nature will be, the examin-
ing ourfelves, whether ormo we are able to exert it to
. & oux
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our own difadvantage, and employ it on proper objects;
notwithftanding any little pain, want, or inconvenience
which may arife to ourfelves from it. In a word, whe-
ther we ‘are willing to rifk any part of our fortune, our
reputation, or health or eafe, for the benefit of man-
kind."' Aniong all thefe expreffiorfs of Good:naturey I
thall fingleout that which goes under the general name
of Charity, as it confifts i relieving theindigent ; that
being atrial of this kind which offers itfelf to us almoft
at all times, and in every place.

I thould propofeit ‘as a rule to every one who is pr
vided with any competency of fortune more than fu-.
cient for. the neceflaries of life, to lay afide a certain
proportion of his income for the ufe of the poor. This
1 would Jook upon as an offering to Him who has a
right to the'wholey for the ufe of thofe whom, in the
paflage hereafter mentioned, he has defcribed as his
own reprefentatives wpon earth. At the fame time we
thould manage our charity with fach prudence and
caution, that we may not hurt our own friends or rela-
tions, whilft we are doing good to thofe who are ftran-.
gers to us.

This may poflibly be explalﬂed better by an example
than by rule. -

*Eugenius is 2 man of at untivetfil Good-iature, and
generous:beyond the extent of his fortune ; but withal
fo prudent, in the ceconomy of  his aﬁairs, that what
" goes out in charity is made up by good management:
Eugenius has what the world calls twe hundred pounds
a-year; but never values himfelf above nihe:feore, as
not thinking he has arightto the tenth part, which hg
always appropriates to charitable ufes.  To this fum
he frequently makes other voluntary additions, info-
much that in a good year, for fuch he accounts thofe
in which he has been able to make greater bounties
than ordinary, he has given above twice that fam to
the fickly and indigent.: .Eugenius prefcribes to him-
{Eif mauy particular days of falting and abftinence, in
“order to increafe his private bank of charity, and fets
afide what would be the current expences of thofe
times for the ufe of the poor. He ofien goes a-foot

4 where
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Wket‘a his bufinefs calls him, and at the end of his walk.
has given 4 fhilling, which in his ordinary methods of
expence would have gone for, coach-hire, to.  the firlt,
neceflitous pbrfoa that has fallen in im way- & have,
known him, when he has been going to a play or un,
opera, divery the maney which was deﬁgqapl Jdor that:
purpofe, upon an objeck of charity wiiom he. has mee
with in the fireet ; aad dfteiwards pafs his evening ina,
coffee houfe, orat a friend’s fire-fide, with much geeater
Dotisfaétion o himfelf than he ‘could ' have received’
from the moft exqmﬁte entertainments of the theatze,,
By thefe means he is generous, without nngquﬂung
himnfelf, and enjoys his eftate by making it the p:opc:-.
tyof othem

TFhere are few men l'n mmped dn t«'&w ,gmn.te at-
fairs, who may not be. chavjtablel afior this’ manner,
without any difadvantage to, themfelves, or prejudice
to their familiesi It is but fometimes @uupcm@d,dl-
verfion or vonvenience fo the poor, and turning. the
ufual eourle of our expences int9 a better chiangel,
"Lhis is. I think, not only the moft pradeat and conves
pient, but the moft n)eumfmus piece of r.han;y, which
we can putin pradice. By this method ave in fome
meafure dhare the neceflities of the poer at the fame
time that we relieve them, and make ourfelves not on-
ly their patrons, but t.heir fellowr- fu&crers SET T4l

Sir Thomas Brown, in the lufi part of his Relivis
Me;x.ra, inwhich he deferibes hud;amy in feveral hes
yoic indtances, and with a noble heat of fcmument;,
raentions that verfe in-the Proverbs of Solomen, ¢ e
“ that glveth to the poor, Jenideth  to: the | Lorgl ]
# There is more thetoric-imt} hat one lentence, fuys he,
¢ than in-a library of fermens; ;,‘amd iniieed if-thofe
¢ fentences were underfteod by the-readers with the
¢ fame emphafis as they are delivered by the author,
4 we meeded not thofe valumes, of m_‘ftwﬁlww bun
: mlght be honeit byznr&mtem.eu tg5 3t

This paflage in- feripture nrmdeed'mﬂdcﬂﬁmy Pcr-
fuafive ; but I think the fuine thonght is carried nuch
further in the New Teftament, whereotir Suviour tells
s in armoft. pathetic mannery. that-he fhall hereafter

- Vor. H. Gg 2 regard
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regard the clothing of ‘the maked, the feeding of the
“hungty, and the vifiti=g of the imprifoned, as offices
done to himfelf, and reward them accordingly. - Pur=
fuant to thofe paﬂ‘ages in holy (cripture, I have fome-
‘where met with the epitaph ofa charitable man, which
has 'very much pleafed mie. T cannot’ recollectthe
words, but the fenfe of ‘it is to this purpofe: What T
fpent Tloft ; what T pofiefled is left to others, What I
gavc awdy remians with me: © °

Since T am’thus inffenfibly engaged in facred writ, T
cannot forbear making an extract: of’ feveral paITages
which T'have always read with great delight in. the
book of- Job.' It is thé account which ‘that'holy man
gives of his behaviour in the days of his profperity, and
if confidéred ‘only as a human’ compofition,: is a finer

icture of a Charitable and Good natured man than is
1o benrﬁetwith inany. other authot. 14

‘¢ Oly that T were as in months paft, as in the days
e wherr God preférved nie': - When his candle fhined
< wpon miy head, and when by his light I walked
¢ through darknefs: When the Almighty was yet
“ with me; when my children ' were about . me:
¢ When T wathed my ﬂeps w1th butter, and the rocll
t¢ pouréd out rivers of o1l.”

s« When the ear heard me, then it bleﬂ'ed me; and
L) when the eye faw me, it gave witnefs to me. Be-
t caufe I delivered thé poor thatcried, and the father:
¢ Jefs, and him ‘that had none to help  him. The
¢ bleffing of him that was ready to perifh came upon
“ me, and T caufed the widow’s heart to fing for joy:
#. T was eyes to the'blind; and feet was L 1o thelame ;
6T was.a father to'the poor, and the' caufe which T
¢ knew not I fearched out. = Did tiot I weep for hinm .
*¢ that was in troublé 7 was 1ot my foul grieved for
¢ the: poor? Let me.be weighed in an even ba-
¢ Jance, that' God may know mine integrity. If T did
t¢ defpife the caufe of my manfervant, or of my maid-
< fervart when'they contended with'me » What then
¢ qhall Fde when God rifethup 2iand vhen Le vifit-
¢ eth,what fhall Tranfwer Bim 7+ Did not Lethat
L made me'in the wbrnb maLe him? a:nd did niot' one

Filzg - % fafliion
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V fafltion s i the womb? If [have wx;hhgl«;!zbt;,pooz
$¢, from their. cleﬁre, jorthave caufed the eyes of the wi-
¢ dow to, fail . Or have eatenmy morfel myfeifalone,
€ angd the fatherlefs_hath pot eaten thereof 3, It I ‘have
¢ {een.any perifh for want of cloathing, or an HJ poot
s «without covering : If his loins have not. ble d me,
¢ and if he were not warmed with the fleece of my
& theepa If I have lift up. my hand againit the father<
“ lefs; when I faw my helpin the gate: Thenlet ming
. arm fall from my {houlder-blade, and mine arm be
§ broken from the bone: If I have rejmccd.at.the e~
i ﬂi‘l’,&l@ﬂ Q{ him that mﬂ l‘!’lt, or; llf'h \1my{:d£
% wheievil found hims (Neither have I fu
*¢ mouth to-fin, by wifhing:a carfe to his fo foul.), . t'f ha
2‘ ftranger did ri?t lodg&] lm thei Eﬁrﬁei; lzm but I, Bgemn;é
* myd ito the travellery  If my o3
£ mey otofl?at the fuf:mWs likewife thgl;eqfeggqlam 5
¢ If Lhave eaten the fruitsthereof without maney, or
% have caufed the owners. thereof to lofe their. life s
¢ Let thiftles grow inftead- of wheat a.ndr.qckle ine
A i't'ead of barley Palliis | if

-~
1}

RS HL
P ..‘-J-.'_-.:“{J.:L.-’_;_'; s
7 ;

Tmfdﬂy, Septcmbe'l' 25, 1711 gl

: Lo !:'..

f.': urid [eniorum rz’gu‘aﬂ! e:frpertm ﬁagu
CAlfi prastereunt auflera pemata Rhanmnts.
Obine tudit punftunm qui m.rﬁwr utile a’uk‘:,
o Lefforent a*efc-éia;:da, pariterque mongndos © -
Hor. Ars Poet.v 341.

L Ol& age is oniy Fund ofmoral wuth,
% Lectures too graye difgult afpiring youth ;
4 But he who blends m[tru&wn with delight,
% Wins every reader, nor in vain (hall write.” :
P
I MJH’ caft my readers under two dxﬁ‘erent divifions,
the Mercurial and the bammme The firitare the
gay part of my difciples, who require Speculations of
* No. 179. > g2 Wit
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wit and hettront 5 the others are thofe of a more folemst
and fober tifru, whe find no pleafure but in Papers of
mbrality” 4nd found fenfe. © The former call” every
thing'that is férious; fupids the latter-look ufion evé-
ty thing as impertinent that is ludicrus. . Were I al-
wiys grave, orie half of iy ¥eaders wduld fallofffror
me; ‘wereF always merry  T'{hould ‘lofe the ‘other.
¥ make it 'therefore y ‘enideavour to findlont “enter-
fainmeénts of both kinds, and by that wiearns confule thie
good of both, more than I fhould dodid T always
wiite to' tHe particulde tafteof either, . As they neither
of them'¥iiow what I préceed upon, the fprightly read-
el whe'tekds up niy papér it order 10’ be diverted,
very often finds szs ntelf engaped nnawaresdn a ferious
and pirofftabié tdm‘{g ofithinléing;/ as; on the contrary,
the “ehowghtfil man Who' pevhaps ‘miay hope to find.
fomething folids and full' of deep refledion, s very
often infunfibfly Betrayed intoaficolmicth, - Ina word,
thé redddel fits down to my entertainment without know-
ing his billof fare, and hasl therefore at lealt the plea-
fire of hoping there may be a difh ‘to; his palate: =
. ¥ muit confefs, were I left to myfelf, I fhould ra-
ther atmrat tnflredting than diverting s but if we will
be ufefil to the world, we muft take it as we find it.
Authors of profeffed feverity difcourage the loofer part
of mankind from having any thing to do with their
writings. A man mufl haye virtue in him, before he
will enter upon the reading of a Sencea of an, Lpicte-
tus. The very title of a.moral treatife has fomething
in it anftere and fhocking to.she curelefs and inconfi-
deratesnod etk ofl . i
For this reafon feveral unthinking perfors fallin my
way, who wonl| givenioratténtion to lettures delivered
with a religions f{erioufnefs ' or a philofophic gravity.
They are ihinaved into fentiments of wifdom and vis-
tue when they do rot think efit's and if by that means
they arvive only at fuch a degree of confideration as
- may difpofe them to liften to more ftadied and ela-
Sworate difcourfes, 1 fhall nof think my {peculations ufe-
fofs. " T niight likewile cbfErve, that the gloominefs in
whill fometirnes the minds of 'the bzft men are in-
: ' “Ul‘;ed:’
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lved, very o&eti‘ﬁaud:s in need of ﬁu.h little incite-
ments to mirth and laughter, as ".me apt to- dlfPerfe'
nielancholy, and put ‘our faculties xp sod humour,
To which fome will add, that the Britith climare,
rioré thati any othér, makes mtertmtm:ﬁ‘ts -of thx& h’a.-
t‘uretm a manner neceffary. |

Ifwhat I have' here faid does not” recofn‘ﬂn&tﬁd, it
will it leaft éxcufe the variety'of my Speculations. I

. would hot willingly laugh but it order to iniftruét, or’

if I fometimes fail in this point, wheft my mirth ceafes
b be anh'uéhve, it fhall never ceafe'to be mmocent. A’
ferpulous conduct in''this particuldr; ‘has, perhaps,
more merit in it than 'the geherality of readers imia-
gine; ‘did they know how many thcrughts occur in a
point of hrttr:t‘lcmn'1 ‘which a difcreet author in modefty
furpafies ; how ‘many ftrokes of mlTé? prefent them-
felves, which could not fiil to pleaft the ordinary tafte
of ‘mankind, but are ftifled in their birth by reaftn of
fome remote tendency which they carry in' them to
corript the minds of thofe whio read thems' did they
know how many glances of ill-nature are’ indudtri-
oufly avoided for fear of doing injury to the reputation
of another, they would be apt to think kindly of thofé
writers who endeavour to make themfeives diverting,
withott being immoral. One may apply to thefc au-
thoi-s that paflage i m Waller, _ _ ¢
¢ Poets lofe half the praife they Woﬂlcf h:ive gr}r :
@ Were it but keown what t}rcy drfcreet}y bloe:™ *

ﬁs viothing is more eafy than to be a Wit, with ali the
above-mentioned liberues, it requires f’ome gemus an&
mv;:nth‘.m to appear fuch without them.

What I have here faid is ot only in rcgard to thé
public, but with an eye to my particular correfpondent,
who "has fent me the following letter, which 1 have
taftrated in fc)me' pl-a‘c'es upon thefe confideradons, ' *

¢.SILR,

HAvmc latety feen your difcourfe upon a match

of Grinning, I cannot forbear giving you an
2 ¢ account
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¢ accgunt.o-f aWh:leg Match, which, with, mmy oa’
. thers, Avas xamed vfu;b.qhg}ig thre: years, Iilnce
¢at e Bat]:g h;: pnzc was a gpinea, to be. r:omer-
red upon. r_}:.éa l'uﬁlex;, uhat is, on him_who
qouldng go t r:p hx;htupa)w 1,
out laughlug, te w. r: e he was; pro-,
3 vokedh he‘“qn}bc!P,. a0 qu'a' W W’;?‘
was to. 1{:;;1 e antj legtlus tricks 1n ¢} q,
_eye of the p ere twqrg t ﬁeimﬁg -
tors for r,he gumcg. L\yagq ou man of 3;
 very promifing : Pe& us fv.?ﬁ es were 4 icady, and,
his mufcles compo fed in fo ﬂlF ble ftupidi ity, th;;t.
upon his firft ce one,gave the . ea
: far loft. T,heag gffné fwwi:g\re:; f'onngjntlbc:
_ way to fh ake him; f Dr ugpn{,h}h}whkﬁ' ng &-ﬁpl].l}!try

Jigs . th g L Wag dancgdr to it with fuch- yarie-,
ty of difio ﬁw d grlmacrs, that tbc gouatry¥man,
could not fnrbea}' miling, ppo n hu.n., an bj’ that
means fpoiled his whittle, tancl loft the prize. ..
¢ The next that mounteét he { ta as an u cle:-
citizen of the Bath, a perionlxje;r&arkabl? alma:ﬁg “the
inferior peop eof that place, fe-r'hls great wildom .tnd;
“his broad band. Hc (.pnu- adted his .no!,u;h wnf:, mucl
gravity, and that he might difpofe his mind, to be,
imore ferious, than ordinary, began the tune pf Th
Children irf the a&:od and svent through part of 1:,
with good fuceefs ; wheh on a fiudden the wit at at his
elbow, who had, appeared wonderfully grave ¢ and at-.
tentive for. f.qm:; tine, gave him a touch uppn the
left thoulder, and ftared him in the face with {o be-.
witching -a grin, that the. Wiriftler, relayed his ﬁbx;as
into a kmd of ﬁmper, and at; length bur[t out m,to
an open laugh, The third who entered the hﬂ:s
was a foatman,. who, in defiance of the Merr wAn-
drew, and all.his arts, whiltled a Scoti.h Tune and
' an It:ﬂi:m Sonata, with fo fetded a cauutcuance, that
¢+ he bore away the prlze, to the great admlrauon of
¢ fome hundreds of perious., who, as well as myfelf,
¢ were Prefent at this tnal of ;[Llll. Now, Sir, I hum-
siralid y pow bly

a
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£ Tﬁxd'day', Sept_embcr- sé{-. _-r{z yad,

H:c J’acrwas vitaur Jamr, et my'a'q’é.msr ultrs. -
! Virg. An, ii. u;.

¢ Mov'd by the{e tears, we plty and proteét.”

T AM more pleafed with a letter that is filled with
I touches of nature than of wit. The foﬂawmg one
is of this kind. , .

CeST R,
< MONG all the dlﬂ::cﬁis wluch h'lppen in far
¢ milies; I do not remember that you have
¢ touctied upon the marriage of children without the
¢ confent of their parents, I am one of thefe unfor-
¢ tunate perfons. I was about fifteen when 1 took
¢ the liberty to chaeofe for myfelf ; and have ever fince
¢ languifhed under the difplealure of an inexorable fa:
¢ the1., who, though he fees me happy in the beft of
¢ hufbands, and bieffed with very fine children, can
¢ never be prevailed upon to forgive me. . He was fo
s kind to me before this unhappy acc;dent that in-
¢ deed it makes my breach of duty, in fome meafure,
¢ inexcufable ; and at the fame time creates in me fuch
¢ a tendernefs towards him, that 1 love him above all
¢ things, and would die to be reconciled to him.
¢ have thrown myfelf at his feet, and befought him
¢ with tears to pardon me; but he always pu{hes me
¢ away, and {purns me from him. I have written fe-
¢ veral letters to him, but he would neither open nor
¢ receive them. About two years ago I fent my litile
¢ boy to him, drefled in a new apparel; but the child
¢ returned to me crying, becaufe he faid his grandfa-
¢ ther would not fee him, and had ordered him to be
¢ put out of his houfe. My mother is won over to my
¢ fide, but dares not mention me to my father for fear
* No. 181. of
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of provoking him. About a month ago he lay fick
upon his bed, and in great danger of his life: I was
pierced to the heart at the news, and could not for-
bear going to inquire after his health. My mother
took this opportunity of fpeaking in my behalf: the
told him with abundance of tears, that [ was come
to fee him, that I could not fpeak to her for weeping,
and that I thould certainly break my heart if he re-
fufed at thattimie to give me his bleffing, and be re-
conciled to me. He was fo far from relenting to-
wards me, that he bid her fpeak no more of me, un-
lefs the had a mind to difturb him in his laft mo~
ments ; for, Sir, you muit know that he has the re-
putation of an honeft and religious man, which
makes my misfortune fo much the greater. God
be thanked he is fince recovered: but his fevere u-
fage has given me fuch a blow, that I fhall foon fink
under it, unlefs I may be relieved by any impref~
fions which the reading of this in your Paper may
make npon him.

LS SR T S S S S

LT T T T S S

T 3oy sl

Of all hardnefles of heart there is none {o inexcuf~
able as that of parents towards their children. An ob-
ftinate, inflexible, unforgiving temper is odious upon
all occafions; but here it is unnatural. The love,
tendernefs, and compaflion, which are apt to arife in
us towards thofe who depend upon us. is that by which
the whole world of life is upheld. The Supreme Be-
ing, by the tranfcendent excellency and goodnefs of
his nature, extends his mercy towards all his works ;
and becaufe his creatures have not fuch a {pontaneous
benevolence and compaffion towards thofe who are un-
der their care and proteftion, he has implanted in
them an inftin& that fupplies the place of this inhe-
rent goodnefs. T have illuftrated this kind of inftiné
in former Papers, and have fhewn how it runs thro’
all the fpecies of brute creatures, as indeed the whole
animal creation fubfifts by it.

This inftin¢t in man is more general and uncircum-
feribed than in brutes, as being enlarged by the dic-
tates of reafon and duty. For if we confider ourfelves

Vor. II. Hh attentively
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attentively, we fhall find that we are not only inclined
to love thofe who defcend from us, but that we beara
kind of natural affellion to every thing which relies
-upon us for its good and prefervation. Dependence
is a’ perpetual call upon humanity, and a greater in-
citement to tendernefs and pity than any other motive
whatfoever.

The man therefore who, notwithftanding any paflion
or refentment, can overcome this powerful inftint,and
extingnifl natural affection, debafes his mind even be-
low brutality, frufirates, as much as in him lies, the
great defign-of Providence, and firikes out of his na-
ture one of the moft divine principles that is planted
in it.

Among innumerable arguments which might be
brought againft fuch an unreafonablelproceeding, I fhall
only infift on one. We make it the condition of our for-
givenefs that we forgive others. In our very prayers

we defire no more than to be treated by this kind of

retaliation. The cafe therefore before us feems to be
what they call a Cafe in Point; the relation between
the child and father being what comes neareft to that
between a creature and its Creator. IFf the father is
inexorable to the child who has offended, let the of-
fence be of never fo high a natare, how will he ad-
drefs himfelf to the Supreme Being, under the tender
appellation of a Father, and defire of him fuch a for-
givenefs as he himfelf refufes to grant ?

To this I might add many other religious, as well
as many prudential confiderations; but if the laft
mentioned motive does not prevail, I defpair of fucceed-
ing by any other, and fhall therefore conclude my
Paper with a very remarkable ftory, which is recorded
in an old chronicle publifhed by Freher, among the
writers of the German hiftory.

Eginhart, who was fecretary to Charles the Great,
became exceeding popular by his behaviour in that
poft. His great abilities gained him the favour of his
mafter, and the efteem of the whole court. Imma,
the daughter of the emperor, was {o pleafed with his

perfon and converfation, that fhe fell in Jove with him.
As

.
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As fhe was one of the greateft beauties of the age,
Eginhart anfwered her with more than equal retarn
of paflion. They ftifled their flames for fome time,
under apprehenfion of the fatalconfequences that might
enfue. Eginhart at length refolving to hazard all,
rather than live deprived of one whom his heart was {o
much fet upon, conveyed himfelf one night into the
princefs’s apartment, and knocking gently at the door,
was admitted as a perfon who had meethmg to com-
municate to her from'the emperor.” He was with her
1n prw?te moft part of the night ; but upon his prepar-
g to go away about break of day, he obferved that
therc had fallen a great fnow during his ftay with the
princefs. This very much perplexed him, left the
prints of his feet in the fnow might-make difcoveries
to the king, who often ufed to vifit his daughter in the
morning. He acquainted the princefs Imma with his
fears; who, after fome confultations upon the matter,
prevailed upon him to let her carry him through the
fnow upon her own fhoulders. It happened, that the
emperor not being able to fleep, was at that time up and
walking inhis chamber, when upon lookmg through the
window he percewed his daughter tottering under her
burden, and carrying his firft minifter acrofs the fnow;
which the had no fooner done, but fhe returned again
with the utmoft fpeed to her own apartment. The
emperor was extremely troubled and aftonifhed at this
accident, but refolved to fpeak nothing of it untila pro-
per opportunity. In the mean time, Eginhart knowing
that what he had done could not be long a fecret, de-
termined to retire from court ; and in order to it beg-
ged the emperor that he would be pleafedto difmifshim,
pretending a kind of difcontent at his not having been
rewarded for his-long fervices. The emperor would
not give a direft anfwer to his petition, but teld him
he would think of it, and appointed a certain day when
he would let him know his pleafure. He then called
gether the moft faithful of his counfellors, and ac-
quainting them with his fecretary’s crime, afked them
their advice in fo delicate an affair. The moft of them
gave their opinion, that the perfon could not be too
hz feverely
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feverely punifhed who had thus difhonoured his mat-
ter. Upon the whole debate, the emperor declared it
was his opinion, that Eginhart’s punithment would
rather increafe than diminith the fhame of his family,
and that therefore he thought it the moft advifeable
to wear out the memory of the fa&, by marrying him
to his daughter. Accordingly Eginhart was called in,,
and acquainted by the emperor, that he thonld no
Jonger have any pretence of complaining his fervices
were not rewarded, for that the princefs Imma fhould
be given him in marriage, with a dower fuitable to
her quality; which was foon after performed accord-

ingly.

Saturday, September 29, 1711 %,

"I pry Jiudix worka Aryeiv eTupoloy bpinie,
"1 peen § sor slenwpeiy, einlen pubroaciat, Hefiod.

% Sometimes fair truth in fiftion we difguife ;
¢ Sometimes prefent her naked to men’s eyes.”

ABLES were the firft pieces of wit that made their

appearance in the world, and have been ftill high-
1y valued, not only in times of the greateft fimplicity,
but among the moft polite ages of mankind. Jotham’s
Fable of the Trees is the oldeft that is extant, and as
beautiful as any which have been made fince that time.
Nathan's Fable of the poor Man and his Lamb is like-
wife more ancient than any that is extant, befides the
above-mentioned, and had fo good an effedt, as to
convey inftruction to the ear of a king without offend-
ing it, and to bring the man after God’s own heart to
a right fenfe of his guilt and his duty. We find Zfop
in the moft diftant ages of Greece ; and if we look in-
to the very beginnings of the commonwealth of Rome,
we feea mutiny among the common people appeafed by
a Fable of the Belly and the Limbs, which was indeed
yery proper to gain the attention of an incen{ed rabble,

* No. 183. SRy
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at a time when perhaps they would have torn to pieces
any man who had preached the fame doétrine to then
in an open and direét manner. As Fables took their
birth in the very infancy of learning, they never flou-
rifhed more than when learning was at its greateft
height. To juitify this affertion. I fhall put my read-
er in mind of Horace, the greatefl wit and critic in the
Anguftan age; and of Boileau, the moft corret poet
among the moderns: not to mentjon La Fontaine, who
by his way of writing is come more into vogue than
any other author of our times. '

The Fables 1 have here mentioned are raifed altog:-
ther upon brutes and vegetables, with fome of our
own fpecies mixt among them, when the moral hath
1o required. But befides this kind of Fable, there is
another in which the ators are paflions, virtues, vices,
and other imaginary perfons of the like.nature. Some
of the ancient critics will have it, that the Iliad and O-
dyfley of Homer are Fables of this nature ; and that
the {everal names of gods and heroes are nothing elfe
but the affe@ions of the mind in a vifible thape and
charater. Thus they tell us, that Achilles, in the
firft Iliad, reprefents Angef, or the irafcible part of hu-
man nature : 1hat upon drawing his fivord againft his
{uperior in a full affembly, Pallas is only another name
for Reafon, which checks and advifes him upon that
occafion ; and at her firft appearance touches himupon
the head, that part of the man being looked upon ag
the feat of reafon. And thus of the reft of the poem.
As for the Odyfiey, I think it is plain that Horace con-
fidered it as one of thefe allegorical fables, by the moral
which he has given us of feveral parts of it. The
greateft Ttalian wits have applied themfelves to the
writing of this latter kind of Fables. = Spencer’s Fairy-
Queen is one continued feries of them from the be-
ginuing to the end of that admirable werk. If we
ook into the fineft profe-authors of antiquity, fuch as
Cicero, Plato, Xenophon, and many others, we fhall
find that this was likewife their favourite kind of Fa-
ble. .1 fhall only farther obferve upon it, that the firft
of this fort that made any confiderable figure in the

world,
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world, was that of Hercules meeting with Pleafure and
Virtue ; which was invented by Pradicus, who lived
before Sccrates,” and in the firft dawnings of philofo-
phy. He ufed to travel through Greece by virtue of
this fable, which procured him a kind reception in
all the market towns, where he never failed telling it
as foon as he had gathered an audience about him.

After this thort preface, which T have made up of
fuch materials as my memory doesat prefent fuggeft to,
me, before I prefent my reader with a Fable of ‘this
kind, which I defign as the entertainment of the pre-
fent Paper, T muft in a few words open the occafion
of it. - ; '

In the account which Plato gives usof the converfa-
tion and ‘behaviour of Socrates, the morning he was
to die, he tells the following circumftance.

When Socrates his fetters were knocked off (as was
ufual to be done on the day that the condemned perfon
was to be executed) being feated in the midft of his
difciples, and laying one of his legs over the other, in
a very unconcerned pofture, he began to rub it where
it had been galled by the iron; and whether it was to
fhew the mdifference with which he entertained the
thoughts of his approaching death, or (after his ufual
manner) to take every occafion of philofophizing upon
fome ufeful fubjet, he obferved the pleafure of that
fenfation which now arofe in thofe very parts of his
leg, that juft before had been fo much pained by the
fetter. Upon this he reflefted on the nature of Plea-
Ture and Pain in general, and how conftantly they fuc-
ceed one another. To this he added, That if a man
ofa good genius for a fable were to reprefent *the na-
tute of pleafure and pain in that way of writing, he
sveuld probably join them together after fuch a man-
ne;, that it would be impoffible for the one to come
into any place without being followed by the other.

It is poflible, that if Plato had thought it proper at
{uch a time to defcribe Socrates launching out into a
diftourfe which was not of a piece with the bufinefs of
the day, he would have enlarged upon this hint, and
hate drawn it out into fome beautiful allegory or fable.

But
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But fince he has not done it, I {hall attempt to write
one myfelf in the {pirit of that divine author.
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¢ There were two Families which, from the begin-
ning of the world, were as oppofite to each other as
light and darknefs. The one of them lived in Hea-
ven, and the other in Hell. The youngeft defcen-
dant of the firft family was Pleafure, who was the
daughter of Happinefs, who was the child of Virtue,
who was the offspring of the Gods. Thefe, as I faid
before, had their habitation in Heaven. The young-
eft of the oppofite family was Pain, who was the fon
of Mifery, who was the child of Vice, who was the
offspring of the Furies. The habitation of this race
of beings was in Hell.
¢ The middle ftation of nature between thefe two
oppofite extremes was the Earth, which was inha-
Eited by creatures of a iniddle kind, neither fo vir-
tuous as the one, nor fo vicious as the other, but
partaking of the goed and bad qualities of thefe
two oppofite families. Jupiter confidering that this
fpecies, commonly called Man, was too virtuous to
be miferable, and too vicious to be happy; that he
might make a diftinétion between the good and the
bad, ordered the two youngeft of the above-men-
tioned families, Pleafure who was the daughter of
Happinefs, and Pain who was the fon of Mifery, to
meet one another upon this part of nature which
lay in the half-way between them, having promifed
to fettle it upon them both, provided they could a-
gree upon the divifion of it, fo as to fhare mankind
between them. A
¢ Pleafure and Pain were no fooner met in their
new habitation, but they immediately agreed upon
this point, that Pleafure{hould take pofleflion of the
virtuous, and Pain of the vicious part of that {pecies
which was given up to them. Butupon examining
to which of them any individual they met with be-
longed, they found each of them had a right to him;
for that, contrary to what they had feen in their old
places of refidence, there was no perfon {o vicious
¢ who



48 SPECTATOR.

" %¢ who hdd not fome good in him, nor any perfon fo
«¢ virtuous who had not in him fome evil. Thetruth
«¢ of it is, they generally found upon fearch, that in
¢ the moft vicious man Pleafure might lay claim to
¢ an hundredth part, and that in the moft virtuons
*¢ man Pain might come in for at leaft two-thirds.
¢¢ This they faw would occafien endlefs difputes be-
¢ tween them, unlefs they could come to fome accom-
¢¢ modation. To this end there was a marriage pro-
¢ poled between them, and at length concluded. By
¢ this means it is that we find Pleafure and Pain are
““fuch conftant yokefellows, and that they either
¢¢ make their vifits together, or are never far afunder.
¢ If Pain comes into a heart, he is quickly followed
¢ by Pleafure ; and if Pleafure enters you may be fure
“ Pain is not far off. g

¢¢ But notwithftanding this marriage was very con-
¢t venient for the two parties, it did not feem to an-
< f{wer the intention of Jupiterin fending them among
¢ mankind. To remedy therefore this inconvenience,
< it was flipulated between them by article, and con-
«¢ firmed by the confent of each family, that notwith-
< ftanding they here poffefled the fpecies indifferently; -
< upon the death of every fingle perfon, if he was
¢ found to have in him a certain proportion of evil,
& he fhould be difpatched into the infernal regions by
« a pafiport from Pain, there to dwell with Mifery,
# Vice, and the Furies. On the contrary, if he had
¢« in him a certain proportion of good, he fhould be
« difpatched into Heaven by a pafiport from Pleafure,
« there to dwell with Happinefs, Virtue, and the
¢ Gods,” 3

Monday,
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Monday, O&ober 1, 1711*.

~e—Qpere in longo fas cft cbrepere fomntint.
Hor. Ars Péet. v, 36c.

¢ —— Who labours long, may be allow’d to fleep.”

HEN a man has difcovered a new vein of hu-

mour, it often carries him much farther than
he expetted from it. My correfpondents take the hint
I gave them, and purfue it into Speculations which
I mever thought of at my firft ftarting it. This has
been the fate of my Paper on the Match of Grinning,
which has already produced a fecond Paper on parallel
fubjeds; .and brought me the following letter by the
laft poft. I fhall not premife any thing to it farther,
than that it isbuilt on matter of fa&, and isas follows.

¢SIR, R R ML A0 o 4.

¢ OU have already obliged thie¢ world with a dif-
% courfe upon Grinning, and have fince proceed-
' ed to Whiftling, from whence you at length came to
¢ Yawning; from this, I think, you may make a very
¢ natural -tranfition to Sleeping. I therefore recom-
® mend to you for the fubjet of a Paper the following
¢ Advertifement, which about two months ago was
¢ given into every body’s hands, and may be feen with
¢ fome additions in the Daily Courant of Auguft the
¢ minth.

¢¢ Nicholas Hart; who flept laft year at St Bartholo-
“ mew’s hofpital, intends to fleep this year at the Cock
# and Bottie in Little-Britain.”

¢ Having fince inquired into the matter of fa&t, I
¢ find that the above-mentioned Nicholas Hart is eve-
. Ver. IL * No. 184. Ii oy
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¢ ry year feized with a periodical fit of fleeping, whicl{

¢ begins upon, the fifth of Au
¢ venth of the fame month : EF

ft, and ends onthe ele.
hat R,

¢ On the firft of that month he grew dull;

€ On the fecond, appeared droufy;

¢ On the third, fell a yawning;

¢ On the fourth, began to nod ;

¢ On the fifth, dropped afleep ;

¢ On the fixth, was heard to fnore ;

¢ On the feventh, turned himfelf in his bed 2

¢ On the eighth, recovered his former pofture ;
¢ On the ninth, fell a firetching ;

¢ On the tenth about midnight, awaked ;

¢ On the eleventh in the morning, called for a little
{mall-beer.

¢ This account I have extralted out of the journal
of this fleeping worthy, as it has been faithfully kept
by a gentleman of Lincoln’s Inn, who has underta-
ken to be his hiftoriographer. I havefent igsto you,
not only as it reprefents the ations of Nicholas
Hart, but as it feems a very natural picture of the
life of many an honeft Englith gentleman, whole
hiftory confifis of yawning. nodding, ftretching, turn-
ing, fleeping, drinking, and the like extraordinary
particulars. I do not queftion, Sir, that, if you plea-
{ed, you could put out an advertifement not unlike
the above-mentioned, of feveral men of figure; that
Mr John Sucli-a-one, gentleman, or Thomas Such-
a-one, efquire, who {lept in the country laft fummer,
intends to fleep in town this winter. The worft of
it is, that the droufy part of our fpecies is chiefly
made up of very honeft gentlemen, who live quietly
among their neighbours, without ever difturbing the
public peace. - They are drones without flings. I
could heartily wifh, that feveral turbulent, reftlefs,
ambitious fpirits, would for a-while change places
with thefe good men, and enter themfelves into
Nicholas Hart’s fraternity. Could one but lay afleep
a few bufy heads which I could name, from the fir{t
of November next to the firft of May enfuing, I quef*

i ¢ tiow
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¢ tion not but it would very much redound to the
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quiet of particular perfons, as well as to the benefit

of the public.
¢ But to return to Nicholas Hart: I believe, Sir,
you will think it a very extraordinary circamilance
for a man to gain his livelihood by fleeping, and
that reft thould procure a man fuftenance as well as
induftry; yet fo it is, that Nicholas got laft year
enough to {upport himfelf for a twelvemonth. 1am
likewife informed that he has this year had a very
comfortable nap. The poets valne themfelves very
much for fleeping on Parnaflus, but I never heard
they got a groat byit. On the centrary, our friend
Nicholas gets more by fleeping than he could by
working, and may be more preperly faid, than ever
Homer was, to have had Golden Dreams. Juvenal
indeed mentions a droufy hufband who raifed an
eftate by Snoring, but then he is reprefented to have
flept what the common people call a Dog’s Sleep 3
or if his fleep was real, his wife was awake, and
about her bufinefs. Your pen, which loves to moral-
ize upon ull fubjeéts, may raife fomething, methinks,
on this circumftance alfo, and point out to us thofe
fets of men, who, inftead of growing rich by an ho-
neit induftry, recommend themfelves to the favours
of the great, by making themf{elves agreeable com-~
lrpanicms in the participations of luxury and plea-

ure.

¢ I muft further acquaint you, Sir, that one of the
moft eminent pens in Grubitreet is now employed
in writing the Dream of this miraculous {leeper,
which I hear will be of a more than ordinary length,
as it muft contain all the particulars that are fuppofed
to have pafled in his imagination during {fo long a
fleep. Heis faid to have gone already through three
days and three nights of it, and to have comprifed in
them the moft remarkable paflages of the four firfk
empires of the world. If he can keep free from
party-ftrokes, his work may be of ufe; but this I
much doubt, having been informed by one of his
Iiz % friends
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¢ friends and confidents, that he has {poken fome things

¢ of Nimrod with too great freedom.
' ¢ I am ever, Sisy &c.*

L — e — |

Tuefilay, Otober 2, 1711%.

Tantene aﬂ!?;zi: caleflibus ire 2 Virg. En. 1. 15,
« And dwells fuch fury in celeftial breafts ”

HERE is nothing in which men more deceive

themfelves than in what the world calls Zeal.
There are fo many paffions which hide themfelves un-
der it, and fo many mifchiefs arifing from it, that fome
have gone fo far as to fay it would have been for the
benefit of mankind if it had never been reckoned in
the catalogue of virtues. It is certain, where it is once
laudable and prudential, it is an hundred times crimi-
nal and erronecous; nor can it be otherwife, if we con-
fider that it operates with equal violence in all reli-
gions, however oppofite they may be to one another,
and in all the fubdivifions of each religion in parti-
cular. :

‘We are told by fome of the Jewifh Rabbins, that
the firft murder was occafioned by a religious contro-
ver{y; and if we had the whole hiftory of Zeal from
the days of Cain to our own times, we fhould fee it
filled with fo many fcenes of flaughter and bloodfhed,
as would make a wife man very careful how he fuffers
himfelf to be actuated by fuch a principle, when it on-
1y regards matters of opinion and fpeculation.

I would have every Zealous Man examine his heart
thoroughly, and I believe he will often find, that what
he calls a Zeal for his religion, is cither pride, intereft,
or ilknature. A man, who differs from another in o-
pinion, fets himfelf above him in his own judgment,
and in feveral particulars pretends to be the wifer per-
fon. 'This is a great provocation to the proud man,
and gives a very keen edge to what he calls his Zeal.

* No. 183. And
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And that this is the cafe very often, we may obferve
from the behaviour of fome of the moft zealous for or-
thodoxy, who have often great friendfhips and intima-
cies with vicious immeoral men, provided they do but
agree with them in the fame fcheme of belief. The
reafon is, becaufe the vicious believer gives the prece-
dency to the virtuous man, and allows the good chrif-
tian to be the worthier perfon, at the {ame time that
he cannot come up to his perfeCtions. This we find
exemplified in that trite paffage which we fee quoted
in almoft every {yftem of etlu-.,s, though upon another
occafion:

Video meliora probogue,
Deterigra _fequor-

Ovid. Met. vii. 2c.

s¢ ] fee the right, and T approve it tao;
¢ Condemn the wrong, and yet the wmng purfue.”
TaTE.

On the contrary, it is certain, if our Zeal were true
and genuine, we fhould be much more angry with a
finner than a heretic; fince there are feveral cafes
which may excufe the latter before his great Judge,
but none which can excufe the former.

Interefl is hl\ewlﬁ. a great inflamer, and fets a man.
on perfecution under the colour of Zeal, For this rea-
fon we find none are fo forward to promote the true
worfhip by fire and fword, as thofe who find their pre-
fent account in it. But I [hall extend the word Intereft
to a larger meaning than what is generally given it, as
it relates to our {piritual fafety and welfare, as well as
to our temporal. A man is glad to g,am numbers on
his fide, as they ferve to ﬂ:rengthcn him in his private
opinions, Every profelyte is like a new argument for
the eftablifhment of his faith. It makes him believe
that his principles carry conviction with them, and are
the more likely to be true, when he finds they are con-
formable to the reafon of others, as well as to his own.
And that this temper of mind deludes a man very of-
ten into an opinion of his Zeal, may appear from the

COmmoiL
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common behaviour of the atheift, who maintains and
fpreads his opinions with as much heat as thofe who
believe they doit only out of a paffion for God's glory.
ll-nature is another dreadful imitator of Zeal. Ma-
ny a good man may have a natural rancour and malice
in his heart, which has been in fome meafure quelled .
and fubdued by religion; but if it finds any pretence
of breaking out, which does not feem to him inconfift~
ent with the duties of a chriftian, it throws off all re-
firaint, and rages in full fury. Zeal is therefore a
great eafe to a malicious man, by making him believe
he does God fervice, whilft he is gratifying the bent
of a perver{e revengeful temper. For this reafon, we
find that moft of the maflicres and devaftations which
have been in the world, have taken their rife from a
furious pretended Zeal.

I love to fee a man zealous in 2 good matter, and
efpecially when his zeal thews itfeif for advancing mo-
rality, and promoting the happinefs of mankind. But
when [ find the infiruments he works with are racks
and gibbets, gallies and dangeons ; when he imprifons
men’s perfons, confifcates their eftates, ruins their
families, and burns the body to fave the foul, I cannot
flick to pronounce of fuch a one, that (whatever he may
think of his faith and religion) his faith is vain, and
his religion unprofitable.

After having treated of thefe falfe Zealots in"religion,
I cannot forbear nemtioning a monftrous fpecies of
men, who one would not think had any exiftence in
nature, were they not to be met with in ordinary con-
verfation, I mean the zealots in atheifm. One would
fancy that thefe men, though they fall {hort, in every'
other refpect, of thofe who make a prefeflion of reli-
gion, would at leaft cutfhine them in this particular,
and be exempt from that fingle fanlt which feems to

' grow out of the imprudent fervours of religion. But fo it
13, that infidelity is propagated with as much fiercenefs
and contention, wrath and indignation, as if the fafe-
ty of mankind depended upon it. There is fomething
g ridiculous and perverfe in this kind of zealots, that
ane does not know how to fet them out in their pro-

pex
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per colours. They area fort of go%zﬁers who are
eternally upon the fret, though they play for nothing.
They are perpetually teizing their friends to coufe
to them, though at the fame time they allow that mnei-
ther of them fhall get any thing by the bargain. In
fhort, the zeal of fpreading atheifm 1s, if poflible, more
abfurd than atheifm itfelf.

Since I have mentioned this unaccountable Zeal
which appears in atheifts and infidels, I muft farther ob-
ferve that they are likewife in a moft particular man-

ner pofleffed with the fpirit of bigotry. They are
wedded to opinions full of contradi¢tion and impoffibi-
lity, and at the fame time look upon the fmalleft diffi-
culty in an article of faith as a fufficient reafon for re-
jeting it. Notions that fall in with the commion rea-
fons of mankind, that are conformable to the fenfe of
all ages and all nations, not to mention their téndcncy
for promoting the happinefs of focieties, or of particu-
lar perfons, are exploded as errors and prejudices ; and
{chemes eredted in their ftead that are altogether mon-
ftrous and irrational, and require the moft extravagant
credulity to embrace. them. I would fain afk one of
thefe bigotted infidels, fuppofing all the great points af
atheifm, as the cafual or eternal formation of the world,
the materiality of a thinking {ubftance, the mortality
of the foul, the fortuitous organization of the body, the
motions and gravitation of the matter, with the like par-
ticulars, were laid together and formed info a kind of
creed, according to the opinions of the moft celebrated
atheifts ; I fay, fuppofing fuch a creedas this were form-
ed and impofed upon any one people in the world,
whether it would not require aninfinitely greater mea-
fure of faith, than any fet of articles which they fo
violently oppofe ? Let me therefore advife this gene-
ration of wranglers, for their own and for the public
good, to att at leafl fo confiftently with themfelves, as
not to burn with zeal for irreligion, and with big-
otry for nonfenfe.

Wednefdag
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Wednefday, Ocober 3, 1711*.

ool ipfias petiviis flubitid—s,, Hot. 3 Od,. i 8.
“ High Heaven itfelf our impious rage affails.” Py

PON my return tomy lodgings laft night I found
J alétter from my worthy friend the Clergyman,
whom T have given fome account of in my former Pa-
Fcrs. He tells me in it that he was particularly plea-
fed with the latter part of my yefterday’s Speculation ;
and at the fametime inclofed the following effay; which
he defires me to publith as the fequel of that dif-
courfe. ' It confifts partly of uncommon reflections;
‘and partly of fuch as have beea alreddy ufed, but now
fet in a fironger light. .

¢ A believer may be excufed by the moft hardened
atheift for endeavouring to make him a convert, be=
caufe he does it with an‘eye to both their interefts.
The atheift is inexcufable who tries to gain over a
believer, becaufe he does mot propofe the doing
‘himfelf or the believer any good by fuch a con-

verfion. .
"¢ The profped of a future flate is the fecret coms
fort and rcfl:;fhmcnt of my foul; it is that which
makes nature look gay about me; it doubles all my
pleafures, and fupports me under my afllictions. [
can look at difappointments and. misfortunes, pain
and ficknefs, death itfelf, and, what is worfe than
death, the lofs of thofe who are deareft to me, with
indifference, {o long as I keep in view the pleafures
of eternity, and the ftate of being in which there will
be no fears nor apprehenfions, pains nor forrows,
ficknefs nor feparation. Why will any man be fo
impertinently officious as to tell me all this is only -
§ fancy and delafion ? If it is a dream, let me enjoy
* No. 1856, ity
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it, fince it makes me both the hapfier and better
man, J

¢ I muft confefs I do not know how to truft a man
who believes neither heaven nor hell, or, in other
words, a future flate of rewards and punifhments.
Not only natural felf-love, but reafon direéts us tg
promote our own intereft above all things. It can
never be for the intereft of a believer to do me a
mifchief, becaule he is fure, upon the balance of ac-
counts, to find himfelf a lofer by it. On the contra-
ry, if he confiders his own welfare in his behaviour to-
wards me, it will lead him to do me all the good he
can, and at the fame time reftrain him from doing me
any injury. Anunbelieverdoes notact like a reafonable
creature, if he fayours me contrary to his prefent in-
tereft, or does not diftrefs me when it turns to his
prefent advantage. Honour and good nature may
indeed tie up his hands ; but as thefe would be very
much ftrengthened by reafon and p;‘incip]:p,_ﬁ) with-
ouft them they are only inftinéts, or wavering unfet-
tled notions, which reft on no foundation. '

¢ Infidelity has been attacked with fo good fuceefs
of late years, that it is driven out of all its out-works.
The atheift has not found his poft tenable, and has
therefore retired into deifm, and a difbelief of reveal-
ed religion only. Butthe truth of it is, the greateft
number of this fet of men are thofe who, for want
of a virtnous education, or examining the grounds of
religion, know fo very little of the matter in queftion,
that their infidelity is but another term for their ig-
norance.

¢ As folly and inconfideratenefs are the foundations
of infidelity, the great piilars and fuppotts of it are
either a vanity of appearing wifer than the reit of
mankind, or an oftentation of courage in defpifing
the terrors of another world, which have {o great an
influence on what they call weaker minds; or an
averfion (o a belief that muft cut them off from many
of thofe pleafures they propefe to themiclves, and fill
them with remorfe for many of thofe they have al
ready tafted.

Yor. II. Kk ¢ The



258 SPECTATOR. ¥

© ¢ The great received articles of the Chriftian Reli-
¢ gion have been {o clearly proved, from the autho-
rity of that Divine Revelation in whith they are
deliveredy that it is impofiible for thofe who have
ears to hear, and eyes to fee, not to be convinced of
them. Bat were it poffible for any thing in the
Chriftian faith to be erroneous, I can fifid no ill con-
fequences in adhering to it. The great points of the
incarnation and fufferings of our Saviour produce na«
turally fuch habits of virtue in the mind of man, that
I fay, fappofing it were poflible for us to be mifta-
ken in them, the infidel himfelf muft at leaft allow
that no other {yftem of religion could fo effeCtually
contribute to the heightning of morality. - They give
us great ideas of the dignity of human natare, and
of the love which the Supreme Being bears to his
creatures, and confequently engage us in the higheft
adts of duty towards our Creator, our neighbour, and
outfelves. How many noble arguments has Saint Paul
raifed from the chief articles of our religion, for the
advancing of morality in its three great branches ?
To give a fingle example in each kind. "What can
be a ftronger motive to a firm truft and reliance on
the mercies of our Maker, than the giving us his
Son to fuffer for us? What can make us love and e-
fteem even the moft inconfiderable of mankind more
than' the thought that Chrift died for him ? or what
difpofe us to fet a firicter guard upon the purity of
‘our own hearts, than our being members of Chrift,
‘and a part of the fociety of which that immaculate
perfon is the head? But thefe ate only a {pecimen
of thofe admirable inforcements of morality, which
the apoftle has drawn from the hiftory of our blef-

fed Saviour, *
¢ If our modern infidels confidered thefe matters
with that candour and ferioufnefs which they deferve,
‘we fhould not fee them a&t with fuch a f{pirit of bit-
ternefs, arrogance, and malice., They would not be
raifing fuch infignificant cavils, doubts, and feruples,
as may be flarted againft every thing that is not ca-
pable of mathematical demonfiration; in order to
4 3 ’ ¢ unfettle
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¢ unfettle the minds of the ignorant, difturb the pub-
¢ lic peace, fubvert morality, and throw all things in-
¢ to-confufion and diforder. If none of thefe refle¢tions
¢ can have any influence on them, there is one that
¢ perhaps may, becaufe it is adapted to their vanity, by
¢ which they feem to be guided much more than their
¢ reafon. 1 wonld therefore have them confider, that
¢ the wifeft and beft of men, in all ages of the world,
¢ have been thofe who lived up to the religion of their
¢ country, when they faw nothing in‘it oppofite to mo-
¢ rality, and te the beft lights they had of the divine
¢ nature. Pythagoras’s firft rule directs us to worfhip
¢ the Gods *¢ as it is ordained by law,” for that is the
3
€
13
¢
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‘_
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L3
¢
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moft natural interpretation of the precept. So-
crates, who was the moft renowned among the
heathens both for wifdom and virtue, in his laft mo-
ments defires his friends to offer a cock to fcula-
pius; doubtlefs out of a fubmiffive deference to the
eftablifhed worfhip of his country. Xenophon tells
us, that his prince (whom he fets forth as a pattern
of perfection) when he found his death approaching,
offered facrifices on the mountains to the Perfian
Jupiter, and the Sun, ¢ according to the cuftom of
‘¢ the Perfians ;” for thofe are the words of the hifto-
‘ rian. Nay, the Epicureans and atomical philofophers
¢ fhewed a very remarkable modefty in this particalar;
for though the being of a God was entirely repug-
nant to their {chemes of natural philofophy, they con-
tented themfelves with the denial of a providence,
aflerting at the fame time the exiftence of gods in
general ; becaufe they would not fhock the common
belief of mankind, and the religion of their country."

CL S T
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Saturday, O&ober 6, 1711%.

" ———Patrie pictatis imag. Virg, Zn. x. 824.
"¢ An image of paternal tendernefs.”

HE following letter being written to my books

M feller, upon 2 fubjeét of which I treated fome

time fince; I thall publifh it in this Paper, together
with the letter that was inclofed in it.

¢ MrBuckLEY, .

. R Spectator having of late deéfeanted upon the
¢ cruelty of parents to their children, 1 have
¢ been induced (at the requeft of feveral of Mr Spec~
¢ tator’s admirers) to inclofe this letter, which I affure
¢ you is the original from a Father to his own Son,
¢ potwithitanding the latter gave but little or no pro-
¢ vocation. It would be wonderfully obliging to thé
¢ world, if Mr Spedlator would give his opinion of it
¢ in fome of his Speculations, and particularly to

¢ (Mr Buckley)
¢ your humble {ervant.

. ‘SIRRAH
OU are a faucy audacious rafcal, and both fool
and mad, and, I care nota fa.rthmg whether
you comply or 1o ; Yhiat does not raze out my impref*
fions of your iniblencc, going about railing at me,
and the next day to folicit my favour. Thefe are in-
confiftencies, fuch-as difcover thy reafon depraved.
To be brief, I never defire to fee your face ; and,
firrah, if you go to the work houfe, it is no difgrace
to me for you to be fupportcd there ; and if you
ftarve in the ftreets, I'll never give any thing under-
¢ hand in your behalf. IfT have any more of your
¢ fcribbling nonfenfe I'll break your head the firft time
* No. 189. i
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& 1 fet fipght on you. You are a ftubborn beaft; ‘is
¢ this your gratitude for my giving you money? you
¢ rogue, I'll better your judgement, and give you a
¢ greater fenfe of your duty to (I regret to fay) your
¢ father, &c.

s
PRl B

¢ P.S. 1¢’s prudence for you to keep out of my
¢ fight ; for to reproach me, that Might overcomes
¢ Right, on the outfide of your letter, I{hall give youa
¢ great knock on the fcull for it.’ (e

‘Was there ever fuch an image of paternal tender-
nefs ! It was ufual among fome of the Greeks to make
their flaves drink to excefs, and then expole them to
their children, who by that means conceived an early
averfion to a vice which makes men appear fo mon-
dtrous and irrational. I have expofed this piture of
an unnatural father with the fame intention, that its
deformity may deter others from its refemblance. If
the reader has a mind to fee a father of the fume ftamp
reprefented in the moft exquifite ftrokes of humouny
he may meet with it in one of the fineft comedies that
ever appeared upon the Englith ftage: I mean the
part of Sir Samfon in * Love for Love.”

I muft not however engage myfelf blindly on the
fide of the fon, to whom the fond letter above-writ-
ten was directed. His father calls him a ¢ faucy and
 audacious rafcal” in the firft line, and I am afraid:
upon examination he will prove but an ungracious
youth.** To go about railing” at his father, and tofind
1o other place but ¢ the outfide of his letter” to tell
him ‘¢ that Might overcomes Right,” if it does not.
*¢ difcover his reafon to be depraved,” and ¢ that he
“ is either fool or mad,” as the choleric old gentle~
man tells him, we may at leaft allow that the father
will do very well in endeavouring to *¢ better- his judge-
¢ ment, and give him a greater fenfe of his duty.”
But whether this may be brought " about by breaking
his head,” or ** givinghima greatknock on the fcall,**
ought, I think, to be well confidered. Upon the whole,
1 with the father has not met with his match, and

that
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that he mag not be as equally paired witha Ion, as the
mother in 1rg:1

-Cradelis tu quogue mater’ : Ty
'Crudelis niater magis, an puer inmprobus ille?
Improbus illepaery crudelis tu quogue mater. Ecl. viii. 48.

‘O barbarous mother, thirfting to deﬂmyf
¢ More cruel was the mother or the boy ?
“ Both, both alike delighted to defiroy,
. Th' unnatural mother, and the ruthlefs boy.”
. WarToR,

Or like the crow and her egg, in the Greek proverb,
: Kaxw wopax@® xguoy wor ]
¢ Bad the crow, bad the egg.”

I muft here take netice of a letter which I have re-
ccived from an unknown correfpondent, upon the fub-
je& of my Paper, upon which the foregoing letter is
likewife founded. The writer of it 'feems very much
concerned leaft that Paper fthould feem to give encou-
ragement to the difobedience of children towards their
parents; but if the writer of it will take the pains to
read it over again attentively, I dare fay his apprehen-
fions will vanifh. Pardon and reconciliation are all
the penitent daughter requefts, and all that I contend
for in her behalf; and in this cafe I may ufe the fay-
ing ofan eminent wit, who upon fome great men’s pref-
fing him to forgive his daughter, who had married
againft his confent,told them}he could refufe nothing to
their inftances, but that he would have them remem-
ber that there was a difference between gmng and for-
giving.

I muft confefs, in all cnntrcvcr_ﬁes between' parents
and 'their children, T am naturally prejudiced in fa-
vour of the former.  The obligations on that fide can
never be acquitted, and T think it is one of thegreateft
refleftions upon human' nature that paternal inflinct

: fhould
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fhould be a ftronger motive to love than filial grati-
‘tude; that the receiving of favours flisuld bea lefs in-
ducement to good-will, tendernef, and commiferation,
than-the conferring of them ; and that the taking care
of any perfon fhould endear the child or dependent
more to the parent or benefadtor, than the parent or
benefaltor to the child or dependent; yet fo it hap-
pens, that for one cruel parent we meet with a thou-
fand undutiful children. This is indeed wonderfully
contrived (as I have formerly obferved) for the’ fup-

ort of every living fpecies ; but at the fame time that
1 it {hews the wifdom of the Creator, it diﬁ.o‘fers r.he im-
perfedtion and degeneracy of the creature. '

The obedience of children to théir parents is the
bafis of all government, and fet forth as the meafure of
that obedience which we owe to thoﬁe Whom Pron-
dence hath placed over us.

It is father Le Compte, if I am not mﬁd:‘en, who
tells us how want of duty in this particulir is punified
among  the Chinefe, infomuch that if a fon fhould be
known to kill, or fo much as to ftrike his father, not
only the criminal, but his whole family would be root-
ed out, nay the mhabttants of the place where he liv-
ed would be put to the fiword, nay the place itfelf
would be razed to the ground, and its foundations fown
with falt. For, fay they, there muit have beenan utter
depravation of msanners in that clan or fociety of peo-
ple who could have bred up among them fo horrid an
offender. To this I fhalladd a paf{'age out of the
firft book of Herodotus. That hiftorian, in hi¢ ate
count of the Perfian cuftoms and religion, tells us, itis
their opinion that no man ever killed his father, or
‘that it is pofiible fuch a crime fhould be in nature;

“but that if any thing like it fhould ever happen, they
conclude that the reputed fon muft have been illegitie
mate, fuppof tious, or begotten in adultery. Their
opinion in this particular fhews fuiﬁuently what a no-
tion they muft have had of Undutifulnefs in general.

Tuefday
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Tu.gfday, October 9, 3711%.
-_ I—— nJ\ar ﬂr.ugav Horn. II. i.i. 6.
— Deludmg vifion of the night.” Porr:

OME ludicrous fchoolmen have put the cafe, that
§ if an afs were placed between two bundles of hay,
which aﬁe&ad his fenfes equally on each fide, and
tempted in the very fame degree, whether it would be

ble for him to eat of either. They generally de-
termine this queftion to the difadvantage of the afs,
ywho they fay would ftarve in the midft of plenty, as
not having a fingle grain of free-will to determine him
anore to the one than the other, The bundle of hay
on either fide ftriking his fight and fmell in the fame

oportion, would keep him in a perpetual fufpence,
ﬁke the two magnets which, travellers have told us,
are placed one of them in the roof, and the other fn
the floor of Mahomet’s buryin g‘place at Mecca, and by
that means, fay they, pull the impoflor’s iron coffin
avith fuch an equal attradtion, that it hangs in the air
between both of them. As for the afs’s behaviour in
fuch nice circumitances, whether he would ftarve foon-
er than violate his neutrality to the two bundles of
vs, I {hall not prefume to determine ; but only take
notige of the conduct of our own fpecies in the fame
Pprplexu.y When a man has a mind to venture his
money in a lottery, every figure of it appears equally
alluring, and as likely to fucceed as any of its fellows,
They all of them have the fame pretenﬁons to good-
luck, ftand upon the fame foot of competition, and no
manner of reafon can be given why a man fhonld pre-
fer one to the other before the lottery is drawn. In
this cafe therefore caprice very often adls in the place
af reafon, and forms to itfelf i{mc groundlefs imagina-
Ty motive, where real and fubftantizl ones are want-
ing. I know a well-meaning man that is very well-
* No. 191 pleafed
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‘pleafed to rifle his good-fortune upon the namber r711,
becaufe it is the year of our Lord. [ am acquainted
with a tacker that would give a good deal for the num-
ber 124.. On the contrary, I have been told of a cer-
tain zealous diffenter, who being 2’ great enemy to po-
pery, and believing that bad men are the moft fortunate
. this world, will lay two to ene on the number 666
againft any other number, becaunfe, fays he, it is the
namber of the beaft. Several would prefer the num-
ber 12,000 before any other, as it is the number of
the pounds in the great prize. In fhort, fomeare plea-
fed to find their own age in their number; fome that
they have got a number which makes a pretty appear-
ance in the cyphers; and others. becaufe it is the fame
mumber that fucceeded in the laft lottery. 'Each of
thele, upon no other grounds, thinks he ftands faireft
for the great lot, and that he is poffefied of what may
not be tml)ropc"lv called f be Golden Number.

Thefe principles of eletion are the, paftimes and
extravagancies of human reafon, which is of {o bufy a
nature that it will be exerting itfelf in the meaneft
trifles, and working even when it wants materials.
The wifelt-of men are fometimes aétiated by fuch un-
accountable motives, as the life of the fool and the fu-
perfiitious is guided by nothing elfe.

I am furprifed that none of the Fortune-tellers, or,
28 the French call them. Difeurs de banne dventure; who
publifh their bills in every quarter of the town, have
not turned our lotteries to their advantage. Did any
of them fet up for a cafter of fortunate figures, what

might he not get by his pretended difcoveries and pre-
«dictions ?

I remember among the advertifements in the Psff-

Bay of bcptembar the 25th, T was furpnied to fee the
following one:

“ Tris is to give notice, That ten fhillings over
“ and above the market-price, will be given for the
# ticketin the 1,500,000 l. lattery, No 132, by Nath.

Vou. 1L Ll ¢ Cliff,

2
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¢ CIiff, at the Bible and Three Crowns in Cheap-
“ ﬁdeo,‘ . . i

This advertifement has given great matter of fpecu-
lation to coffee-houfe theorifts, Mr Cliff's principles
and converfation have been canvafled upon this occa-
fion, and various conjectures madewhy he fhould thus
fet his heart upon No. 132. I have examined all the

wers in thofe numbers, broken them into fraétions,
extraéted the fquare and cube root, divided and multi=*
plied them all ways, but could not arrive at the fecret
until about three days ago, when I received the follow-
ing letter from an unknown hand ; by which I find
that Mr Nathaniel Cliff is only the agent, and not the
principal, in this advertifement. Sl Ba AT Tl

“*MrSrEcTATOR,

¢ Y Amthe perfon that lately advertifed I would give.
§ ten fhillings more than the current price for the
¢ ticket No. 132 in the lottery now drawing ; which is
¢ afecret I have communicated to fome friends, who
¢ rally ‘me inceflantly upon that account. You muit
¢ know I have but one ticket, for which reafon, and a
¢ certain dream I have lately had more than once, [ was
¢ refolved it fhould be the number I mofl approved.
< 1 am fo pofitive I have pitched upon the great lot,
¢ that I could almoft lay all I am worth of it. My vi-
< fions are fo frequent and firong upon this occafion,
¢ that 1 have not only poffefled the lot, but difpofed
¢ of the money which in all probability it will fell for.
¢ This morning in particular, I fet up an equipage
& which I look upon to be the gayeit in the town ; the
¢ liveries are very rich, but not gandy. I fhould he
¢ very glad to fee a fpeculation or two wpon lottery
¢ fubjeéts, in which you will oblige all people com-
§ cerned, and in particular '
LRA L ¢ Your moft humble fervant,
Geor6E GosLiNG.

¢ P.§.
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. ¢ P.S. Dear Srrc, if I get the 12,000 i)b'ﬁnd, i
* make thee a handfome prefent.’

Afrer having withed my correfpondent good luck,
and thanked him for his intended kindnefs, I fhall for
this time difmifs the fubjet of the Lottery, and only
obferve, that the greateft part of mankind are in fome
Hegree guilty of my friend Gofling's extravagance. We
are apt to rely upon future profpedts, and become real-
ly expenfive while we ate only rich in poffibility. We
live up to our expédtations, not to our pofleflions, and
make a figure proportionable to what we may be, not
what we are. We out-run our prefent income, as not
doubting to difburfe ourfelves out of the profits of fome
future place, proje, or reverfion that we have in view.
It is through this temper of mind, which is fo com-
mon among us, that we fee tradefmen break who have
met with ne misfortunes in their bufinefs, and men of
eftates reduced to poverty, who have never fuffered
trom lofles or repairs, tenants, takes, or law fuits. In
fhort, it is this foolith fanguine temper; this depending
upon contingent futurities, that occafions romantic ge-
nerofity, chinterical grandeur, fenfelefs oftentation, and
generally ends in beggary and ruin. The man, who
will live above his prefent circumftances, is in great dan-
ger of living in a little time much beneath them, or, as
the Ttalian proverb runs, The man ke lives by bope will
die by bunger.

It fhould be an indifpenifable rule in life, to contrat
our defires to our prefent condition, and whatever may,
be our expeations, to live within the compafs of
what we atually poffefs. It will be time enough to
enjoy an eftate when it comes into our hands; but if
we anticipate our good fortune. we fhall lafe the plea-
fure of it when it arrives, and may poffibly never poffefs
what we have fo foolithly counted upom.

Lla Saturday,
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Saturday, O&ober 13..1711°.

Nurioty wd” ioagiy ora =iy ey wavlos,
Oul” ozov &y preedee ion 18 Se acpodinw poey” aveizep.

Hef. Opers & Dier. lib. i. 40.

w Fools, not to know that half exceeds the whole,
' How bleft thie {paring ' meal and temperate bowl.”

F l YHERE is a ftory in the Arabian Nights Tales, of
a King who' had long languithed under an il

Habit of body, and had taken abundance of remedies
to no purpofe. At length, fays the fable, a phyfician
curzd him by the following method :: He took a hol-
low ball of wood, and filled it with feveral drugs; af-
ter which he clofed it up fo artificially thatnothing ap-
peared.  He likewife took a mall, and after having
Hollowed the handle, and that part which ftrikes the
ball, he inclofed in them feveral drugs after-the fame
manner as in the ball'itfelf.  He then ordered the
Sultan, who was . his patient, to exercife himfelf early
in the morning. with thefe rightly-prepared inftru-
ments, till fuch time as he fhould fweat: when, as
the flory goes, the virtue of the medicaments per{‘pir-l
ing through the woed, had fo good an influaence on'the
Sultan’s conflitution, that they cured him of an indif-
pofition which all the compofitions he had taken in-
wardly had notibeen able toremove. This eaftern al-
degory is finely contrived to thew us how beneficial bo«
dily labour is torheaith, and that exercife is the mofk
effeftual phyfic. I have deferibed in my hundred and
Gfteenth- Paper; from the general firudture  and, me~
chanifm of anchuman body, how ablolutely neceflary
cxercife is for its prefervation. T fhall in this place
recommend another great prefervative of health, which
in hm;r_'(‘;aﬁ:s produces the; fiime effect as exercile, and
may. in fome meafure, fupply its place, where oppor-
tunities of exercife arec wanting.. The prefervative E
* No. 195, am:
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am fpeaking of is temperance, which has thofe particu-
lar advantages above all other means of health, that it
may be praétifed by all ranks and conditions, at any
feafon, or in any place. It is a kind of regimen, into
which every man may put himfelf, without interru
tion to bufinefs, expence of money, or lofs of time.
exercife throws off all fuperfluities, temperance pre-
vents them j if exercife clears the veflels, temperance
neither fatiates nor overftrains them; if exercile raifes
proper ferments inthe humours, and promotes thecir-
culation of the blood, temperance gives nature her full
play, and enables her to exert herfelf in all her force
and vigour ; it exercife diffipates a growing diftemper,
temperance ftarves it. .
Phyfic, for the moft part, is nothing elfe but the fub-
ftitute of exercife or temperance. Medicines are in-
deed abfolutely neceflary in acute diftempers, that can-
not wait the flow operations of thefe two great infiru-
ments of health; but did men live in an habitual
courfe of exercife and temperance, there would be but
little occafion for them. Accordingly we find that
thofe parts of the world are the mofit healthy, where
they fubfift by the chace; and thar men lived longeii
when their lives were employed in huuting, and when
they had little food befides what they caught.  Blif~
tering, cupping, bleeding, are feldom of ufe but to the
idle and intemperate ; as all thofe inward applications
which are fo much in practice among us,, are for the
meft part nothing elfe but expedients to make luxury
confiftent with health. . The apothecary is perpetually
employed in-countermining the cook and the vintner.
Tt is faid of Diogenes, that meeting a young man who
was going to-a feafl, he took him up inthe firect, and
carried him home to his friends,.as one who was run-
ning into imwinent danger, had he not preventedrhim.-
‘What would that philofopher have faid, bad he beens
prefent at the gluttony of amodern meal? Would not
he have thought the mafler of a family mad, and have
begeed his fervants to tie down his hands; bad he feen.
hin devonur fowl, fifh, and flefh ; fwallow oil and vi-
#egar, wines and fpices 3 throw down fallads of twenty
different
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differenit herbs, fauces of an handred ingredients, ¢ofid
fections and fruits of numberlefs fweets and flavours ?
‘What unnatural motions and counter-ferments muft
fuch a medley of intemperance produce in the body ?
For my part, when 1 behold a fathionable table fet out
in all its magnificence, I fancy that J fee gouts and
dropfies, fevers and lethargies, with other Innumer-
able diftempers, lying in ambufcade among the difhes.
Nature delights in the moft plain and fimple diet.
Every animal, but man, keeps to one dith. Herbs ard
the food of this fpecies, fill' of that, and flefh of a third.
Maa falls upon every thing that comes in his way, not
the fimalleft fruit or excrefcence of the carth, fearce a
berry or mufliroom can efcape him. '
It is impofiiblé to lay dowd any detérminate rule
for temperance, becaufe what is' Juxury in one may
be temperance in another ; but there are few that have
lived any time in the world, who are not judges of
their own conftitutions, {o far as to know what kinds
and what proportions of food do beft agree with themy
Were I to confider my readers as my patients, and to
prefcribe fuch a kind of temperance as is accommoda-
ted to all perfons, and fuch as is particularly fuitable
to our climate and way of living. I would copy the fol-
lowing rules of a very eminent phyfician. Make your
whole repaft out of one dith. Ifyouindulge in'a fecond,
avoid drinking any thing ftrong, until you have finifli-
¢d your meal ; at the fame time abftain rom all faucesy
#r at leaft fuch as are not the moft plain and fimple.
A man could not well be guilty of gluttony, if he ftuck
" 16 thefe few obvious and eafy rules. Tn vhe firft cafe:
there would b2 uo variety of taftes tofolicit his palatey
and occafion excefs; nor in the fecond any artificial

provocatives to relieve fatiety, and create a falfe appe-

zite. Were I to preferibea rule for drinking, it fthould
be formed upon a faying quoted by Sir William Tem-
ple; ¢ The firft glafs for myfelf, the fecond for my
* friends, the third for good humour, and the fourth’
¢ for mine enemies.” DBut becaufe it is impoffible for

one who lives in the world to diet him(elf always in fo'

philofophical a manner, Tthink every man fhould havey
' hiy
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his days of abftinence according as his conftitution wil}
ermit. Thefe are great reliefs to nature, as they qua-
ify her for ftruggling with hunger and thirft, when-
ever any diftemper or duty of life may put her upon
fuch difficulties; and at the fame time give her an
opportunity of extricating herfelf from her oppreflions,
and recovering the feveral tones and fprings of her dif-
tended veflels. Befides that abftinence, welltimed,
often kills 2 ficknefs in embryo, and deftroys the firft
feeds of an indifpofition. It is obferved by two or
three ancient authors, that Socrates, notwithftanding
he lived in Athens during that great plague, which
has made {o much noife through all ages, and has been
celebrated at different times by fuch eminent hands ;
1 fay, notwithflanding that he lived in the time of this
devouring peftilence, he never caught the leait infec-
tion, which thofe writers unanimoufly afcribe to that °
vninterrupted temperance which he always obferved,
And here I cannot but mention an obfervation
which I have often made upon reading the lives of the
Ehilo{'ophers, and comparing them with any feries of
iings or great men of the fame number. If we con-
fider thefe ancient fages, a great parg of wholfe philos
fophy confifted in a temperate and abftemious courfe
of life, one wquld think the life of a philofopher and
the life of a man were of two different dates. For we
find that the generality of thefe wife men were nearer
an hundred than (ixty years of ageat the time of their
refpective deaths. But the moft remarkable inftance °
of the efficacy of temperance towards the procuring of
long life, is what we meet with in a little book pub-
lithed by Lewis Cornaro the Venetian; which I the
rather mention, becaufe it is of undoubted credit, as
the late Venetian ambaflador, who was of the fame
family, attefted more than once in converfation, when
he refided in England.  Cornaro, who was the author
of the little treatife Iam mentioning, was of an infirm
conflitution, until about forty, when, by obftinately
'pe rfifting in an exat courfe of temperance, he recovers
vd a perfeét ftate of health; infomuch that at fourftere
he publithed his book, which has been tranflated into
& o prme SRR iR ©7 7 Englifly
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_Anglith: under the title of * Sure and certain method®
¢ of attaining a long and healthy hfe.” He lived to
give ‘a third and fourth edition of i, and after having
pafled his hundredth year, died without pain or agony,
and like one whe falls afleép.” The treatife I mention
has been taken notice of by feveral eminent authors,
and s written with fuch a {pirit of cheerfulnefs, reli-
igion, and good fenfe, as arc the natural concomitants
of temperance and {obriety. 'The mixture of the old
man in it is rather a recommendation than a diferedic
tonitneildiivmon |

Having defigned this Paper as the fequel to that
‘upon Exereife, | have not here confidered Temperance
as itis a moral virtue, which I fhall make the fubjeét
of a future Speculation, butonly as it is the means of
health. -] : :

T ]

Wednefday, Oaber 17, 1711%

\Cerviy luporuim preda rapacium,
* Sedtamur ultrze, quo. opiinis
Biallere & affugere off trinmphus.
Hor: 0d. 4 lib. iv. 50.

¢ We, like weak hinds, the brinded wolf provoke,
¢ ‘And, when retreat is victory,
“ Rufh on, the’ [ure to die. OupisworTH.”

q Here is a fpecies of women, whom I fhall diftin-
guith by the name of Salamanders. Now a Sa-
lamander is a kind of heroine in chaflity, that treads
upon fire, and lives in the midft of flames without
being hurt. A Salamander knows no diftinétion of
fex in thofe The converfes with, grows familiar with a
{iranger at firft fight, and is not fo narrow-{pirited as
to oblerve whether the perfonihe talks with be in
breeches or petticoats. She admits a male vifitant to
her bed-fide, plays with him a whole afternoon at pi-
quet, walks with him two or three hours by moon-
*No, 198, light,
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light, and is extremely fcandalized at the unreafonable-
nefs of a hufband, or the feverity of a parent, that
would debar the fex from fuch innocent liberties: Your
Salamander is therefore a perpetual declaimer againft
jealoufy, an admirer of the French good breeding,
and a great ftickler for freedom in converfation. - In
fhort, the Salumander lives in an invincible ftate of
fimplicity and innocence. Her conftitution is preferved
in a kind of natural froft: She wonders ' what people
mean by temptations, and defies mankind to do their
worit  Her chaftity is engaped in a conftant ordeal,
or fiery trial : like good Queen Emma, the pretty in-
nocent walks blindfold among burning plough-fhares,
without being feorched or finged by them.

It is not therefore for the ufe of the Salamander,
whether in a married or fingle ftate of life, that T de-
fign the following Paper; but for fuch females only as
are made of flelh and bleod, and find themfelves fub-
jeét to human frailties.

Asfor this part of the fair fex who are not of the
Salamander kind, I would moft earneflly advife them to
obferve a quite different convuét m their behaviour ;
and to avoid as much as pofiible what religion calls
Temptations, and the world Oppartunities. Did they
but know how many thoufands of their fex have been
gradually betrayed from innocent freedoms to ruin
and infamy; and how many thoufands of ours have be-
gun with flatteries, proteftations, and endearments. but
ended with reproaches, perjury, and perfidioufnefs ;
they would fhun like death the very firft approaches of
one that might lead thém into inextricable labyrinths
of guilt and mifery. 1 muftfo far give up the caufe
of the male world, as to exhort the famale fex in the
language of Chameont in the Orphan ;

¢ Truft not to man, we dbe By nature falfe,

¢ Diffembling, fubtle, cruel, and inconflant :

¢ When a man talks oflove, with caurion truft him:
¢ But if he {wears, he‘ll certainly deceive thee.”

"

I might enlarge very much upon this fubject, but fhall
Vor. IL Mm conclude
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conclude it with a flory which I lately-heard from: sn¢
of our Spanith officers.and which may fhew the dan-
ger a woman incurs by too great familiarities with a
male companion. .. -

An inhabitant 'of the kingdom of Caftile, bemg 2
man of more thanoerdinary prudence, and of a grave
compofedbehaviourydetermindd, about the fiftieth year
of his age, to enter into wedlock. In order to make
himfelf eafy in-it, he caft his eye upon a young woman
who had nothing to recommend her but her beauty and
her education, her parents haying been reduced to great
poverty by the wars, which for fomé years had laid
that whele country wafte. The Caftilian having made
his addrefles to her and married her, they lived toge-
therin perfel happinefs for fomie time; svhen at length
the hufband’s affairs) made it neceflary for him to take
a voyage to the kingdom of Naples, where a great
part of his eftate lay. = The wife loved him too tender-
ly to be left behind him. They had not been a- thip-
board above a day, when they unluckily .fell into the
hands of an Algerine pirate, who carried the whole
company on fhore, and made them flaves. The Caf-
tlian #nd his wife had the comfort to be under the
fame mafier; who feeing how dedrly they loved one
another, and gafped after their liberty, demanded a
moft exorbitant price for their ragfow.  The Caftilian;
though he would rather have died in flavery himfelf,
than have paid fuch a fum as he found would go near
to ruin him, was fo moved witheompaflion towards his
wife, that he fent repeated order to his friend ' in Spain,
(who happened to be hismext relation,) tofell his e~
ftate, and tranfinit the:! money to him. His friend,
hoping that the termsof his ranfom! might-be made
more reafonable, andmnwilling: to{ull an eftate which
he himfelf had fome profpect of inheriting, formed fo

many delays, that threé whole years; Faﬁm. away with-
otit any thing bemg,dpm for the etting them at li-
berty.

There happened o hve a Frcn.ch renegado in tbe
fame place where the Caftilian and his wife were Lept
prifoners.  As this fellow had inhim all the vivacity

4 of
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of his nation, he often entertained the captives with ac-
counts of his own adventures ; to which he fometimes
added a fong or'a dance, or fome other picce of mirth,
to divert them duringtheir confinement. His acquaint..
ance with the manners of the Algerines enabled him
likewife todo them feveral good offices.  The Caftili-
an; as he ‘was one day in converfation with this Rene~
gado, difcovered to him the negligence and treachery
of his correfpondent in Caftile, and at the fare time
afked his advice how he fhould behave himfelfin that
exigency: he further told the renegado, that he found
it 'would be impoflible for him to raife the money, un-
lefs he himfelf might go over to difpofe of his eitate.
The renegado, afterhaving reprefented to him that his
Algerine mafter would never confent to his releafe upon
fuch a~pretence, at length contrived a‘method for the
Caftilian to make his efcape in the habit of a feaman.
The Caftilian fucceeded in his attempt ; and having
{bld his estate, being. afraid left the -money fhould mif-
carry by the way, and determining to perith with it
rather than lofe one'who was much dearer to him than
h:s“hfe, he returned- himfelf in a little-veflel that was
going to Algiers. It is impofiible to defcribe the joy
he felt upon this occafion, when he confidered that he
fhouild foon fee the wife whom he fo much loved, and
endear himfelf more to her by this uncommon piece of
generofity.

The renegado, during the hufband’s abfence, fo in~
finuated himfelf into the good graces of his young wife,
and fo turned her head with ftories of gallantry, that
fhe quickly thought him the fineft gentleman fhe had
ever converfed with. To be bricf, her mind was quite
ahcnated from the honeft. Calnlrm, whom. {he was.
taught to look upon as a formal old fellow, unwerthy
the poﬁ'eﬂion of fo chirming a creature. She had been
inftru@ted by the renegado how to manage herfelfupon
his arrival ; fo that fhe received him with an appear-
ance of the utmoft love and gratitule, and at length
perfwaded him to traft their common friend the rene-
gado with the money he had brought over for their
sanfom ;- as not qucﬂuomng but he would beat down

Mmz A the
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‘the terms of it, and negociate the affair more to their
advantage than they themfelves could do. The good
man admired her prudence, and followed her advice.
T wifh T could conceal the fequel Lof this ftory, but

fince I cannot. I fhall difpatch it in as few words as:

- poffible. . The Caftilian having {lept longer than ordi-

nary the next morning, upon his awaking found his.

wife had left him. He immediately arofe and inquired
after her. but was told that fhie wasfeen with the rene~

gado about break of day. In a word, her lover haying,

got all' things ready for their departure, they foon

made their efcape out of the territories of Algiers, car-.

ried away the money, and left the Caftilian in captivi-
ty 3 who, partly ‘through the cruel treatment of the in-
cenfed Algerine his maftery and partly through the un-
kind ufage of his. unfaithful wife, died fome few
momhs after,

- Sﬁzﬁr@z_';?y; O_Etober 20, xyn*.

Rd;gmtem aj@ aporte;‘, religiofum nefas.
Incerti Autoris apud Aul. Gell

“ A man ﬂmuld be religious, not fuperftitious.”

Tis oFthe Iaft importance to fea{'on the paffions of a
X child with Devotion, which feldom dies in a mind
that has received an early tinGture of it. T hough it
may feem extinguithed for a while by the cares of the
world, the heats of youth, or the allurements of vice,
it general]y breaks out and difcovers itfelf again as foon

as difcretion, conﬁdexanon, age, or misfortunes h;wq.'
brought the man to himfelf. “The fire may be cover-.

ed and overlaid, but cannot be enmely qucm.hed and
{miothered.
A flate of temperance, fobriety, and Juihce., ‘without

devotion, is a cold, lifelefs, infipid conaition ofvlrtue, .

and is rather ta be ihied Philofophy than rehblon.
Devotion opens the mind to great conceptions, and fills
* No. 201, it



SPECTATOR. 279

it with more fublime ideas than any that areto be met
with in the moft exulted fcience: and at the fame tine
warms and agitates the foul more than fenfual plea-
{fure.

It has been obferved by fome writers, that man is
more diftinguithed from theanimal world by devotion
than by reafon, as feveral brute creatures difcover in
their actions fomething like a faint glimmering of rea-
fon, though they betray, in no fingle circamftance of
their behaviour, any thing that bears the leaft affinity
to devotion. It is certain, the propenfity of the mind
to religious worfhip, the natural tendency of the foul
to fly to fome fuperior being for fuccour in dangersand
diftrefles, the gratitude to an invifible fuperincendant
which arifes in us upon receiving any exiraordinary and
unexpc&ed good fortune, the alls of love ana admi-
ration with which the thoughts of men are fo wonder.
fully tranfported in meditating upon the divine pers
fetions, and the univerfal concurrence of all the na-
tions under heaven in the great article of adoratien,
plainly fhew that devotion, or religions worthip, muft be
the effedt of tradition from fome firft founder of mane
kind, or that it is conformable to the natural light of
reafon, or that it proceeds fron inftinét implinted
in the foulitfelf. For my part, Ilook upon all thefe ta
be the concurrent caufes: but which ever of them
thall be affigned as the principle of divine worfhip, it
manifeftly points to a Supreme Being as the firit au-
thor of it.

I may take-fome other opportunity of confidering
thofe particular forms and methods of devotion which
are taught us by chriﬁianity; but fhall here obferve
into what errors even this divine principle may fore-
times lead us, when it is not moderated by that right
reafon which was given us as the guide of all our ace
tions.

The two great errors into which a miftaken devo.
tion may betray us, are enthufiafm and fuperdtition.

There is not a more melancholy objest than a man
who has his head turned -with religious enthufialin.
A perfon that is -crazed; theugh with pride or- malice,

is
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is a-fight wery 'mortifying to. human natare ;-but when
the difternper arifes from any indifereet fervours of de=
wetion), or tdo intenfe.an application of the mind to its
miftaken duties, it deferves our compaffion in a more
panticular manner.., We shay hiowever Jearn this leflon
from it, that fince devotion. itfelf (which one would be
apt:toddtink-could:not be too warm) may diforder the
mindy unlels its heats are tempered with caution and
prudence; we {hould: be- particularly cavefal: to'keep
our: realén as cool as poflible, and to guard ourfelves
in-alk parts of life againft the influence of paﬁlﬁn, dmas=
gination, and conftitution.

Devotion, when it does not lie: under the chcck ef'
reafon, is veryapt to degenerate into enthufiafin. When
the mind finds herfelf very much inflaniedwith. her
devotions, fheis too much. inclined to think they are
not of herjown kindling, but blown up by fomething
divine within her. If the indulges; this; thought, toa
far, and humoursithe growing paffion, fhe at lalt flings
herfelf into imaginary raptures and ecitafies; and when
once fhe fancies herfelf under the mﬂuence of a dwme;
impulfe,it is no wonder if {he flights human, otdinan,
ces, and refufes to comply with  any eftablifhed form
of religion, as th.mkmg herfelf d.\reétcd by a much fu-
perior guide, . ..

.+ As enthufiafm is a Lmd of E\qefs in devotjon 5 fuper—
ftirion is the excefs net only, of devotion, but of reli-
gion'in geperal, according to an old. hcathen fa};ng,
quoted by Aulus Gellius, Religenten effe oportet; religio-
fum nefus s ¢ A man thould be religious, not fuperfii-
tious:”' For; as the anthor tells us; Nigidius obferved
upon: this paflage, that the Latin words which termi-
nate in ofis generally imply yicious characters, and the
having of any quality to an excefs,

« Ancenthufiaft in religion is like an obftinate clown,
a fuperititious man like an infipid courtier. Enthufi.
afm ‘hasfomething in it of madaefs, fuperflition of fol-
Motk of ithe fecs, that fall fhort of the church of
Eng]and have in them fizong tinctures of enthufiafn,
as the-Roman Cathiolic religion. is onc huge gver- gro\vn

bod;c of :childidh and idle fwperftitions., - . .
The
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The Roman Cathclic church feems indeed irrecover-
ably 16ft inthis particular: Ifan abfird-drefs or-bes
haviour beintroduced in. the wprld, -it will foon be
found out and difearded. On the contrary, a habit or
cereimony, tho” never fo ridiculous, “which has—taken
fan@uary in che church, flicks in it for cver. A Go-
thic bifhop perh'zp1 tlwught it proper to rcpeat fuch a
form, in fuch. pprticular {hoes or flippers ; another fan-
cied it would be very decent if fuch a part of pnb'hc
devotions were pesformed: with, a mite on his head,
and a crofier in his hand., To thi¢ a brother Vandal,
as wife as the others, ddds. an. antick drefs, which . he
canceived would' allude wery aptly 10 fuch and fuch
myfteries, till by degrees the whole office has degcnera-
ted:intoran empty thow.lo “diu

/Their fucceflors fee the ¥anity and inconvenience of
thefceremonies; but iniftead of reforming, perhaps add
ethers, which: they thinl more fignificant, and which
take pofieffion in the fame. manner, and are never to
be driven out after they have been once admitted. o I.
have feen the ‘pope officiate at. St. Peter’s, where for
two hours together, lie was bufied in putting enor offt
his different accoutrements, accordmg to the difterent
parts he waswo a& in them. v = d

Nothing is fo glorious in the eyes of ma.nkmd and:-
ornamentalto human nature, fetnng-aﬁde the infinite
advantages which arife from it, as' a firong, fieady,
mafeuline piéty ; but enthiufiafn; and fuperftition are.
the weaknefles of human reafon, that expofe us to the
{corn and derifion of infidels, and fink us even below
the beafts that perifh.

Idolatry may be looked upon as another error anﬁng,
from miftaken devotion; but becaufe refleCtions’ on:
that fubjeét ‘would be of na ufe to an Englith reader,-
I {ball not enlarge upon it.

Tuelday
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Tu¢fday, October é3,' 1711 %

Plehe pater, ﬁ das hujus mibi mominus ufen,
Nec falfi Clymene culpan fub imagive celat ;
'_ Pignora day genttor——~= Ovid, Met. lib. ii. 36

¢ Tlluftrious parent! if I yet may claim
« % The name of fon, O refcue me from fhame !
My morther's truth confirnt ; all doubt remove,
« By tender pledges of a father’slove. P;

HERE is a loofe tribe of men whom I have not

yet taken notice of. that ramble into all the cor-
ners of this great city, in order to feduce fuch unfortunate
females as fall into their walks. Thefe abandoned prof:
ligates raife up ifluein every quarter of the towny
and very often, for a valuable confideration, father it
upon the Church-warden. By this means there are
feveral married men who have a little family in noft
of the parifhes of London and Weftminfter; and feve-
:;-;L batchelors who are undone by a charge of chil-

n.

‘When a man once gives himfelf this liberty of prey-
ing at large; and living upon the common, he finds fo
much game in a populous city, that it is furprifing to
confider the number which he fometimes propagates.
‘We fee many a young fellow who is fcarce of age, that
could lay his claim to the Jus Trium Liberorum, or
the privileges which were granted by the Roman laws
to all fuch as were fathers of three children. Nay, 1
have heard a rake, who was not quite five and twenty,
declare himfelf the father of a feventh fon, and very
prudently determine to breed him up a phyfician. In
thort, the town is full of thofe young patriarchs, not to

mention feveral battered beaus, who, like heedlefs

fpendthrifis who fquander away their eftates before
they are mafters of them, have raifed up their whele
ftock of children before marriage.

* No. 203. I meft
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T muft not here omit the particular whim of an im-
pudent libertine, that had a little {mattering of heral-
dry; and obferving how the genealogies of great fami-
lies were often drawn up in the fhape of trees, had
taken a fancy to difpofe of his own illegitimate iffue in
a figure of the fame kind.

Nec bugum tempus & ingens

Exiit ad calum ramis felicibus arbos,

Miraturque novas frondes, & non fua porra,

Virg. Georg.ii. 8c.

. % And in fhort {pace the laden boughs arife,
¢ With happy fruit advancing to the fkies:
“¢ The mother plant admires the leaves unknown
- *¢ Of alien trees, and apples not her own,”
DrypEN.

The trunk of the tree was mark’d with his own
mame, Will Mapple. Out of the fide of it grew alasge -
barren branch, inftribed Mary Mapple, the name of
his unhappy wife. The head was adorned with five huge
boughs. On the bottom of the firft was written in capi-
tal charadters Kate Cole, who branched out into three
Tprigs, viz. William, Richard, and Rebecca. Sal Twiford
gave birth to another bough thatihotupintoSarah,Tom,
Will, and Frank. The thirdarm of the tree had only
a fingle infant on it, with a fpace left for a fecond, the
parent from whom it {prung being near her time when
the author took this ingenious device into his head.
'The twoother great boughs were very plentifully load-
.en with fruit of the fame kind ; befides which there
were many ornamental branches that did not bear. In
fhort, a more flourifhing tree never came out of the He-
rald’s Office.

‘What makes this generation of vermin fo very pro-
lific, is the undefatigable diligence with which they ap-
ply themfelves to theirbufinefs. A man does not un-
dergo more watchings and fatigues in a campaign, than
in the courfe of a vicious amour.  As it is faid of fome
men that they make their bufinefs® their pleafure,

Vor, IL Nn thele
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thefe fons of darkne(s may be faid to make their plea«
fire their bufinefs. ' They might conquer their corrupt
inclinations with half the pains they are at in gratify-
ing them,

Nor is the invention of thefe men lefs to be admired
than their induftry and vigilance. There is a fragment
of Apollodorus the comic poet (who was contemporary
with Menander ) which is full of humour, as follows:
¢ Thou mayeft fhut up thy doors, fays he, with bars
¢ and bolts. It will be impoflible for the blackfmith
“ to make them fo faft, but a cat and a whoremafter
¢ will find a way through them.” Ina word, there
is no head fo full of ftratagems as that of a libidinous
man,

Were I to propofe a punifhment for this infamous
race of propagators, it fhould be to fend them, after
the fecond or third offence, into our American co-
lonies, in order to people thefe parts of her Majef-
ty’s dominions where there is a2 want of inhabitants,
andin the phrafe of Diogenes, to Plant Men. Some
countries punifh this crime with death; but I think
fuch a banithment would be fufficient, and might
turn this generative faculty to the advantage of the
public,

In the mean time, until thefe gentlemen may be thus
difpofed of, I would earneftly exhort them to takecare of
thofe unfortunate creattwes whom they have brought
into the world by thefe indireét methods, and to give
their {purious thildren fuch an education as may ren-
der them more virtuous than their parents, = ‘This is
the beit atonement they can make for their own crimes,
and indeed the on?y method that is left them to repaip
their pait miflcarriages.

Twonld likewife defirethem to confider, whether they
are not bound in common humanity, as well as by ail
the obligations of religion and nature, to make fome
provifion for thofe whom they have not only given life
to, but entailed upon them, tho’ very unreafonably, a
degree of fhame and difgrace.  And here I cannot but
take notice of thofe depraved notions which preyail a-
mong us, and which muft have taken rife from our na»

tural
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tural inclination to favour a vice to which we are fo
very prone, namely, that baffardy and cuckoldsm {hould
be looked upon as reproaches, and that the ignomi-
ny which is only due to lewdnefs and falfehood, thould
fall in fo unrmfonable a manner upon the pcnons
who are innocent.

I bhave been mfenf‘bly drawn int6 this dsfcourfe by
the following letter, which is drawn up with fuch a
fpirit of fincerity, thatI queftion not but the writer of
it has reprefented his cafe in a true and genuine light.

< SIR,
¢ T Am one of thofe people who by the general opi-
¥ I nion of the world are counted both infamous and
¢ unhappy.
¢ My father is a very eminent man in this kingdom,
¢ and one who bears confiderable offices in it. I am
¢ his fon, but my miisfortune is, that I dare not call
"¢ him father, nor he without {hame own me as his
¢ iffue, I being illegitimate, and ther&fore deprived of
¢ that endearing tendernefs and-unparalleled fatisfac-
¢ tion which a good man finds in the love and conver-
¢ fation of a parent. Neither have I the opportunities
¢ to render him the duties of a fon, he having always
¢ carried himfelfat {o vait a diftance, and with fuch
¢ fuperiority towards me, that by long ufe I have con-
¢ traéted a timoroufnefs when before him which hin-
* ders me from declaring my own neceflities, and giv-
¢ ing him to underftand the inconveniencies I under-
S go. : :
Tt my misfortune to have been neither bred a
a fcholar, a foldier, nor any kind of bufinefs, which
renders me entirely incapable of making provifion
for myfelf without his afliftance; and this creates a
continual uneafinefs in my mind, fearing I fhall in
time want bread ; my father, if I may {fo call him,
giving me but very faint affurances of doing any
thing for me.
¢ 1 have hitherto lived fomewhat like a gentleman,
¢ and it would be very hard for me to labour for my
g h\ ing. I am in continual an ucty for my future for-
Nnaz- ¢ tune,

13
‘.
.
(3
9
<
%



281 SPECTATOR.

¢ tune, and under a great unhappinefs in lofing the
¢ fweet converfation and friendly advice of my parentss
¢ fothat I cannot look upon myfelf otherwife than as
* a monfter, dtrangely fprung up in nature, which eve=
“ ry one ‘is athamed to own.
¢ 1 am thought to be a man of fome natural parts,
“and by the contmual reading what you have offered
the world,.become an admirer thereof, which has
" drawn me to make this confeflion; at the fame time
hoping, if any thing herein fhould touch you with a
" fenfe of plty, you would then alloswe me the favour
ofyom opinion thereupon; as alfo what part I, be-
ing unlawfully born, may claim of the man’s affec-
tion who begot me, and how far in your opinion T'
¢ am to be thought his fon, or he acknowleged as my
¢ father. Your fentiments and advice herein will be a
“*a great confolation and fatisfaction to;, ¢ SIR,
¢ Your admirer and
¢ humble férvant,. SWL B

a n A.nr AW

[

Thurfday, O&ober 25, 1711%..

Decipimur [pecie-reddi
- Hor. Ars Poet. v. 25

“ Deluded by a feeming excellence:” RosScoMMON.-

HEN I meet with any vicious charadter that

is not generally known, in crder to prevent its

doing mifchief, I draw it at length, and fet it up as a
fcarecrow ; by which meansI do net only make an
example of the perfon to whom it belengs, but give
warning to all her majelty’s fubjeéts, that they may
not fuffer by it. Thus, to change theallufion, T have
marked out feveral of the thoals and quickfands of life,.
and am continually empIOyed in difcovering thofe
which are ftill concealed, in order to keep the igno-
rant and unwary from running upen them, It is with
No. z05. this.
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this intention that I publith the following letter,
which brings to light fome fecrets of this nature.

Mr SeecTATOR, .
Here are none of your Speculations which I
read over with greater delight, than thofa

¢ which are defigned for the improvement of our {ex.

¢ You have endeavoured to cotreft our uareafonable
¢ fears and {uperftitions, in your feventh and twelfila

¢ Papers ; our fancy for equipage, in your fifteenth s

our love of puppet-thows, in your thirty-firft 3 our

' notions of Beanty, in your thirty-third ; our inclina-

tion for romances in your thirty-feventh; our paflion

for French fopperies, in your forty-fifth ; our man-
hood and party-zeal, in your fifty-feventh; our a~-
bufe of dancing, in your fixty-fixth and fixty-fevenths.
our levity, in your hundred and twenty-eighth 5 our
love of coxcombs in your hundred and fifty-fourtls
and hundred and fifty-feventh ; our tyranny over the
hen-peckt, in your hundred and feventy-fixth. Yow
have deferibed the Pikin your forty-firlt; the Idel,
in your feventy-third; the Demurrer, in your eighty-
ninth; the Salamander, in your hundred and ninety-
eighth. You have likewife taken to pieces our drefs,and
reprefented to us the extravagancies we are often guil-
ty of in that particular. You have fallen upon our
Patches, in your fiftieth, and eighty-ficlt ; our com-
modes, in your ninety-cight ; our Fans in your hun-
dred and fecond; our Riding Habits in your hun-
dred and fourth; our Hoop-petticoats, in yout hun-
dred and twenty-feventh; befides a great many little
blemiflies which you have touched upon in your fe-
veral other Papers, and in thofe many letters that are
feattered up and down your works. At the fame
time, we muft own that the compliments you pay our
fex are innumerable, and that thofe very faultswhich

* you reprefent in us, are neither black in themfelves,.

nov, as you own, univerfal among us. But, Sir, it

is plain that thefe your difcourfes are calculated for

none but the futhionable part of womankind, and for

¢ the ufe.of thofe who are rather indifcreet than vici-
"¢ ous...

*
‘
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ous. But, Sir, there is a fort of proflitutes in the
lower part of our fex, who are a {fcandal to us, and
very well deferve to fall under ‘your cenfure, I
know it would debafe your Paper too much to enter
into the behaviour of thefe female libertines: but
as your remarks on fome parts of it would be doing
of juflice to {feveral women of virtue and honour,
whofe reputations {uffer by it, I hope you will not
think it improper to give the public fome accounts
of this nature. You muft know, 8ir, I am provo-
ked to write you this letter by the behaviour of an
infamous woman, who having paffed ler youth in a
moft thamelefs ftate of proftitution, is now one of thofe
who gain their livelihood by feducing others that are
younger than themfelves, and by eftablithing a cri-
minal commerce between the two fexes. Among
feveral of her artifices to get money, the frequently
perfivades a vain young fellow, that fuch a woman
of quality, or fuch a celebrated toaft, entertains a fe-
cret paflion for him, and wants nothing but an oppor-
tunity of revealing it. Nay, the has gone fo far as to
write letters in the name of a woman of figure, to bor-
row money of one of thofe foolith Roderigo’s, which
the has afterwards appropriated to herownufe. In the
mean time, the perfon who has lent the money, has
thought a lady under obligations to him, who {carce
knew his name; and wondered at her ingratitude
when he has been with her, that {he has not owned
the favour, though at the fame timie he was too much
a man of honeut to put her in mind of it.
¢ When thisabandoned baggage meets with a man
who has vanity enough to give credit to relations of
this nature, the turns him to very good account, by
repeating praifes that were never uttered, and deli-
vering meflages that were never fent. As the houfe
of this fhamelefs creature is frequented by *feveral
foreigners, I have heard of another artifice, out of
which fhe often raifes money. The foreigner fighs
after fome Britifh beauty, whom he only knows by
fame : upon which fhe promifes, if he can be fecret,
to procure him a meeting. The firanger, ravilhed
“at
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at his good fortune, gives her a prefent, and in a lit,
tle time is introduced to fome imaginary title; for
you muft know that this cunning purveyor has
her reprefentatives upon this occafion, of fome of the
fineft ladies in the kingdom. By this means, as |
am informed, it is ufualenough to meet with a Ger-
man count in foreign countries, that fhall make his
boafts of favours he has received from women of the
higheft ranks, and the moft unblemifhed characters.
Now, Sir, what fafety is there for a woman’s repu-
tation, when a lady may be thus proftituted as it
were by proxy, and be reputed an unchafte woman 3
as the hero in the ninth book of Dryden’s Virgil is
looked upon as a coward, becaufe the phantom which
appeared in his likenefs ran- away from Turnus?
You may depend upon what [ relate to you to be
matter of fact, and the praftice of more than one of
thefe female panders. If you print this letter, I may
give you fome farther accounts of this vicious race of
Women. : ¢ your humble {ervant.

¢ Belvidera.’

L e T TR S N N S

L R R S

I fhall add two other letters on different fubjeéts toy
fill up my Paper.

MrSrEcTATOR, 3
¢ T Am a coantry clergyman, and hope you will lend
‘ me your affiftance in ridiculing fome little inde-
¢ cencies which cannot fo properly be expofed from
¢ the pulpit. |
¢ A widow lady, who ftraggled this fummer from
¢ London into my parith for the benefit of the air, as
¢ fhe fiys, appears every Sunday at church with many
¢ fafhionable extravagancies, to the great aftonifhment
< of my congregation,
¢ Buat what gives us the moft offence is her theatri-
cal manner of finging the pfalms. She introduces a-
bove fifty Italian airs into the hundredth pfalm, and
whilft we begin ¢ All people’ in the old folemn tune
of our forefathers, fhe in a quite different key runs
divifions on the vowels, and adorns them with the
: grace

% o o n
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¢ graces of Nicolini : if fhe meets with Fkeor Age,
“ awhich are frequent in the metre of Hopkins and
¢ Sternhold, we are certain to hear her quavering tnem
: half a minute after us to fome fprightly airs of the
ra. ]

¢ 1 am very far from beintg an enemy to church mu-
¢ fic; but fear this abufe of it may make my parifh
¢ yidicalous, who already look on the finging pfalms
€ as an cntertainment, and ne part of their devotion :
¢ befides, I am apprehenfive that the infetion may
¢ fpread, for fquire Squeekum, whe by his voice feems
¢ (if I may ufe the expreflion) to be eut out for an I-
* talian finger, was laft Sunday pradlifing the fame
¥ ars LA

¢ ¥ know the lady’ principles, and that fhe will
¢ plead the toleration, which (as fhe fancies) allows
¢ her nonconformity in this particular ; but I beg you
# to acquaint her, That finging the pfalms in a differ-
€ ent tune from the reft of the congregation, is a fort
# of fchifm not tolerated by that at.

£ 1 am, Sir,
. ; ¢ Your humblefervant,
“RS’
MrSrecTATOR, _

i IN your paper-upon Temperante, you prefcribe to
¢ & us a rule of drinking, out of Sir William Temple,
< in the following words : ¢ The firft glafs for myfelf;
¢ the fecond for my friends, the third for good hu-
* mour, and the fourth for mine enemics.” Now, Sir,
¢ you muift know, that I have read this your Speétator,
€ in a club whereof I am a member; when eur prefi-
¢ dent told us, there was certainly an error in the print,
¢ and that the word Glafs fhould be Bottle ; and there-
¢ fore has ordered me to inform you of this miffale,
¢ and to defire you to publifh the following Jsrata:
* In the paper of Saturday, Otob. 13, Col. 3. Line 11,

& for Glafs read Bottle. :
¢ Yours, Robin Good-fellow.” .

'Saturda}',
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Saturday, Oober 27. iyl ¥,

Omnibus in terris, que funt a Gadibus ufque
Auroram et Gangem, pauci dignofcere poffunt
Vera bona, atque illis multum diverfa, remota
Erroris nebula

Juv. Sat. x. 1.

¢ TLook round the habitable world, how few

¢ Know their own good, or, knowing, it purfue ?
¢ How rarely reafon guides the {ftubborn choice,

¢ Prompts the fond with, or lifts the fuppliant voice ?”’

Dryp. Jounson, &c.

IN my laft Saturday’s Paper Ilaid down fome thoughts
upon Devotion in general, and {hall here thew what
were the notions of the moft refined heathens on this
{ubjet, as they are reprefented in Plato’s dialogue upon
Prayer, intitled, Alcibiades the Second, which doubt-
lefs gave occafion to Juvenal’s tenth fatire, and to the
fecond fatire of Perfius; as the laft of thefe authors
has almoft tranferibed the preceding chaloguc, intitled
Alcibiades the Firt, in.his fourth fatire,

The fpeakers in this dialogue upon Prayer, are So-
crates and Alcibiades ; and the fubftance of it (when
drawn together out of the intricacies and digreflions)
as follows :

Socrates meeting his pupil Alcibiades, as he was go-
ing to his devotions, and obferving his eyes to be fixed
upon the earth with great ferioufnefs and attention,
tells him, that he had reafon to be thoughtful on that
occafion, fince it was pofiible for a man to bring down
evils upon himfelf by his own prayers, and that thofe
things,'which the Gods fend him in anfwer to his pe-
‘titions, might turn to his deftruftion. This, fays he,
may not only happen when a man prays for what he

Vour. IL. Oo No. 207. knows



knows is mifchievous in its own nature, as Oedipus im-
plored the Gods to fow diffenfion between his fons ;
but when he prays for what he believes would be for
his good, and againft what he believes would be to his
detriment. 'This the Philofopher thews muft neceffa-
rﬂy happen among us, fince moft men are blinded with
ignorance, prejudice; or paffion, which hinder them
from feeing {uch things as are really beneficial to them.
For an inftance, he aiks Alcibiades, Whether he would
not be thoroughly pleafed and fatisfied if that God to
whom he was going to addrefs himfelf thould promife
to make him f{overeign of the whole earth ? Alcibiades
anfwers, That he fhould doubtlefs look upon fuch a
promife as the greateft favour that could be beftowed
upon him. Socrates then afks him, If after receiving
this great favour, he would be contented to lofe hislife?
or if he would receive it though he was fure he fhould
make an ill ufe of it? To both which queftions Alcibi-
biades anfwers in the negative, Socrates then fhews
him, from the' examples of others, how thefe might ve-
ry probably be the effelts of fuch ableffing. He then
adds, That other reputed pieces of good fortune, as
that of having a fon, or procuring the higheft poft in
a government, are fubjett to the like fatal confequen-
ces 5 which neverthelefs, fays he, men ardently defire,
and would not fail to pray for, if they thought their
prayers might be effeciual for the obtaining of them.

Having eftablifhed this great point, That all the
moft apparent bleflings in this life are obnoxious to
fuch dreadful confequences, and that no man knows
what in its events: would prove to him a blefling or a:
curfe, he teaches Alkcibiades after what manner he
ought to pray-

In the firft place, he recommends to him, as the mo=
del of his devotions, a fhort prayer, which a Greek poet
compofed for the ufe of his friends, in the following:
words : ¢ O Jupiter, give us thofe things which are
“ good for us, whether they are fuch th'mgs which we
¢ pray for, or fuch things as we do not pray for: and
““ remove from us thofe things which are hurtful,
“ though they are fuch things as we pray for.”
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In the fecond place, that his difciple may aflc fuch
things as are expedient for him, he thews him, that it
is ablolutely neceflary to apply himfelf to the ftudy of
true wifdom, and tothe knowledge of that which is his
chief good, and the ‘moft fuitable to'the excellency of
his nature.

In the third and laft place, he mforms him, that the
beft methods he could make ufe of to draw down blef-
fings upon himfelf, and to render his prayers accepta-
ble, would be to live in a condtant practice of his duty
towards the gods, and towards men. Under this head
he very much recommends a form of prayer the Lace-
demonians make ufé of, in which they petition the gods,
“ To give thcm all goocl things fo long as they were
¢ yirtuous.” Under this head likewife he gives a ve=
ry remarkable account of an oracle to the following
purpofe:

When the Athenians in the war with the Lacedemo-
nians received many defeats both by fea and land, they
fent a meflage to the oracle of Jupiter Ammon, to aik
the reafon why they who ereted fo many temples to
the gods, and adorned them with fuch coitly offerings; .
why they who had inftituted fo many feftivals, and ac-
companied them with fuch pomps and ceremonies; in
thort, why they who had {lain fo many hecatombs at
their altars, fhould be lefs fuccefsful than the Lacede-
monians, who fell fo {hort of them in all thefe particu-
lars. To this, fays he, the oracle made the following
veply; 1 am better pleafed with the prayers of the
¢ Lacedemonians, than with all the oblations of the
¢ QGrecks.” As this prayer implied and encouraged
virtue in thofe who made it 3 the philofopher proceeds
to fhew how the moft vicious man might be devout,
fo far as viltims could make him, but that his offerings
were regarded by the gods as bribes, and his petitions
as blafphemies. He likewife quotes on this occafion.
two verles out of Homer, in which the poet fays, *That
¢ the fcent of the Trojan facrifices was carried up to
4 heaven by the winds : but that it was not acceptable
¢ to the gods, who were difpleafed with Priam and all
¢ his people.”

Ooz The
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The conclufion of this dialogue is very remarkable,
Socrates having deterred Alcibiades from the prayers
and facrifice which he was going to offer, by fetting
forth the above-mentioned difficulties of performing
that duty as he ought, adds thefe words, * We mult
¢ therefore wait until fuch time as we may learn how
¥ we ought to behave ourfelves towards the Gods, and
¢ towards men.” But when will that time come, fays
Alcibiades; and who is it that will inftru¢t us ? for I
would fain fee this man, whoever he is. It is one, fays
Socrates, who takes care of you; but as Homer tells us,
that Minerva removed the mift from Diomede’s eyes
that he might plainly difcover both gods and men ;
fo the darknefs that hangs upon your mind muft be re-
moved before you are able to difcern what is good and
what is evil. Let him remove from my mind, fays Al-
cibiades, the darknefs, and what elfe he pleafes, I am
determined to refufe nothing he fhall order me who-
ever he is, fo that I may become the better man by it.
The remaining part of this dialogue is very obfcure:
There is fomething in it that would make us think So-
crates hinted at himf{elf, when he fpoke of this Divine
Teacher who was to come into the world, did not he
own that he himfelf was in this refpect as much at a
lofs, and in as great diftrefs as the reft of mankind.

Some learned men look upon this conclufion as a
predition of our Savieur, or at leaft that Socrates, like
the high-prieft, prophefied unknowingly, and pointed
at that Divine Teacher who was to come into the world
fome ages after him. However that may be, we find
that this great philofopher faw, by the light of reafon,
that it was fuitable to the goodnefs of the Divine Na-
ture, to fend a perfon into the world who fhould in-
{iruét mankind in the duties of religion, and, in parti-
cular, teach them how to pray.

‘Whoever reads this abfiradt of Plato’s difcourfe on
Prayer, will, I believe, naturally make this refletion,
€ That the great founder of our religion, as well by
¢ his own example, as in the form of prayer which he
¢ taught his difciples, did not only keep up to thofe
#¢ rules which the light of nature had fuggefted to this

0 ¢ great
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¢ great philofopher, but inftructed his difciples in the
% whole extent of this duty, as well as of all others.
¢ He direfted them to the proper objeét of adoration,
¢ and taught them, according to the third rule above-
¢ mentioned, to -apply themfelves to him in their clo-
¢ {ets without thow or oftentation, and to worfhip him
 in {pirit and in truth.,” As the Lacedemonians in
their form of prayer implored the gods in general to
give them all good things fo long as they were virtu-
ous, we afk in particular,  That our offences may be
¢ forgiven, as we forgive thofe of others.,” 1f we look
into the fecond rule which Socrates has prefcribed,
namely, That we fhould apply ourfelves to the know-
ledge of fuch things as are beft for us, this too is ex-
plained at large in the doétrines of the Gofpel, where
we are taught in feveral inftances to regard thofe things
as curfes, which appear as bleflings in the eye of the
world; and, on the contrary, to efteem thofe things as
bleflings which to the generality of mankind appear as
curfes. Thus in the form which is prefcribed to us,
we only pray for that happine(s which is our chief good,
and the great end of our exiftence, when we petition
the Supreme Being for the coming of his Kingdom,
being {olicitous for no other temporal bleflings but our
daily fuftenance. On the other fide, We pray againft
nothing but fin, and againft Evil in general, leaving it
with Omnilcience to determine what is really fuch.
If we look into the firft of Socrates his rules of prayer,
in which he recommends the above-mentioned form of
the ancient poet, we find that form not only compre-
hended, but very much improved in the petition, where-
in we pray to the Supreme Being that his Will may be
done: which is of the fame force with that form which
our Saviour ufed, when he prayed againft the moft
painful and moft ignominious of deaths, * Neverthe-
¢ lefs not my will, but thine be done.” This compre-
henfive petition is the moft humble, as well as the moft
prudent, that can be offered up from the creature to
his Creator, as it fuppofes the Supreme Being wills no-
“thing but what is for our good, and that he knows bet-
ter than ourfelves what is fo.

T : Tm_’ﬁlay,
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Tuefday, Otober 30, 1711 %,

Tuvzivog ude xgn_u.' avnp Anelelee
Ecbin; apaniov ude piytov xzang

¢ Of earthly goods, the beft is a good wife ;
¢ A bad, the bittereft curfe of human life.”

THerc are no authors I am more pleafed with, than
thofe who fhew human nature in a variety of
views, and defcribe the feveral ages of the world in their
different manners. A reader cannot be more rational-
Iy entertained, than by comparing the virtuesand vices
of his own times with thofe which prevailed in the
times of his forefathers; and drawing a parallel in his
mind between his own private character, and that of o-
ther perfons, whether of his own age, or of the ages
that went before him, The contemplation of mankind
under thefe changeable colours, is apt to fhame us out
of any particular vice, or animate us to any particular
virtue ; to make us pleafed or difplealed with ourfelves
in the moft proper points, to clear our minds of preju-
dice and prepofleflion, and reétify that narrownefs of
temper which inclines us to think amifs of thofe who
differ from ourfelves.

If we look into the manners of the moft remote ages
of the world, we difcover human nature in her fimpli-
city 5 and the more we look downward towards our own

times, may obferve her hiding herfcIf in artifices and-

refinements, polifhed infenfibly out of her original plain-
nefs, and at length entirely loft under form and cere-
mony, and (what we call) good-breeding. Read the
accounts of men and women as they are given us by the
moft ancient writers, both facred and profane, and you
would think you were reading the hiftory of another
fpecics.

*No. 209. Among
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Among the writers of antiquity, there are none who
inftruét us more openly in the manners of their refpec-
tive times in which they lived, than thofe who have
employed themfelves in Satlre, under what drefs foever
it may appear ; as there are no other authors whofe
vince it is. to enter fo directly into the ways of men
and fet their mifcarriages in fo ftrong a light.
. SIMONIDES, a poet famous in his generation, is, I
think, author of the oldeft fatire that is now extant;
and, as fome fay, of the firft that was ever written.
This poet flourithed about four hundred years after the
fiege of Troy ; and thews, by his way of writing, the
fimplicity, or rather coarfenefs, of the age in which he
lived. I have taken notice, in my hundred and fixty-
firft Speculation, that the rule of obferving what the
French called the Bienfeance in an allufion, has been
found out of latter years; and that the ancients, pro-
vided there was a likenefs in their fimilitudes, did not
much trouble themfelves about the decency of the com-
parifon. The Satire or Iambics of Simonides, with
which I fhall entertain my readers in the prefent Paper,
are a remarkable inftance of what I formerly advanced.
The fubject of this Satire is Woman. He deferibes the
{ex in their {everal charaéters, which he derives to them
from a fanciful {fuppofition raifed upon the doérine of
Pre-exiftence. He tells us, That the gods formed the
fouls of women out of thofe feeds and principles which
compofe {everal kinds of animals and elements; and
that their good or bad difpofitions arife in them accord-
mg as fuch and fuch feeds and principles predominate
in their conftitutions. 1 have tranflated the author ve-
ry faithfully, and if not word for word (which our lan~
guage would not bear) at leaft fo as to comprehend
every one of his fentiments, without adding any thing
of my own. I have already apologized for this author’s
want of delicacy, and muft further premife, That the
following Satire affects only fome of the lower part of
the fex, and not thofe who have been refined by a po-
lite education, which was not fo common in the age of

this poet.

(1 In
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“ In the beginning God made the fouls of Woman-
kind out of different materials, and in a feparate
ftate from their bodies.

 The fouls of one kind of women were formed out
of ‘thofe ingredienits which compofe a Swine. A
woman of this make is a flut in her houfe and a glut-
ton at her table. She is uncleanly in her perfon, a
flattern in her drefs, and her family is no better than
a dunghill.

¢ A fecond fort of female foul was formed out of
the fame materials that enter into the compofition of
a Fox. Such a oneis what we call a notable dif-
cerning woman, who has an infight into every thing
whether it be good or bad. In this fpecies of fe-
males there are fome virtuous and fome vicious.

¢ A third kind of women were made up of Canine
particles. Thefe are what we commonly call Scolds,
who imitate the animals out of which they were ta-
ken, that are always bufy and barking, that fnarl at
every one who comes in their way, and live in per-
petual clamour.

¢ The fourth kind of women were made out of the
Earth. Thefe are your {luggards, who pafs away
their time in indolence and ignorance, hover over
the fire a whole winter, and apply themfelves with
alacrity to no kind of bufirefs but eating.

« The fifth {pecies of females were made out of the
Sea. Thefe are women of variable uneven tempers,
fometimes all florm and tempeft, fometimes all calm
and funfhine. The firanger who fees one of thefe
in her fmiles and fmoothnefs, would cry her up for
a miracle of good humour; but on a fudden her
looks and her words are changed, fhe is nothing but
fury and outrage, noife and hurricane.

¢ The fixth {pecies were made up of themgredlents
which compofe an Afs, or a beaft of burden. Thefe
are naturally exceeding flothful, but, upon the huf-
band’s exerting his authority, will live upon hard
fare, and do every thing to pleafe him. They are
however far from being averfe to venereal pleafure,

¢ and feldom refufe a male companion,

1 ’I’he
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“ The Cat furnithed materials for a feventh fpecies

‘of women, who are of a melancholy, froward, un-

‘amiable nature, and fo repugnant to the oﬂ’crs of
(13

love, that they fly in the face of their hufband*when
he approaches theém with  conjugal ‘endearments.
This fpecies of women are likewife fubjet to little
thefts, cheats, and pilferings.

« The Mare with a flowing nane, which was never
broke to any fervile toil and labour, compofed an
eighth fpecies of womien. Thefe are they who have
litele regard for their hufbands, wlio pafs away- theis
time ‘in “drefling, bathing, and perfuming; who
throw théir hair into the niceft curls, and trick it up
with the faireft flowers and garlands. + A’ woman of
this fpecies is @’ very pretty thing for a firanger to

look upon, but very detrimental to the owner, un-

lefs it be a kmg or prince who takes a f.mcv to ﬁ:ch
a toy.

& The ninth {pecies -of females were taken out orf
the Ape. Thefe are fuch as are both ugly and iil-
naturgd, who bave nothing beautiful in themfelves,
and endeavour to detradt from, or ridicule every thmu
which appears {o in others.

¢ 'The tenth and laft fpcgles of women were made
out of the Bee ; and happy is the man who gets {uch
4. oné for i wife:4:Shicis altapether. fau.ltlefa and
unblameable. Her family ﬁourlﬂms and improves
by her good manigement, »She loves: her nfhand,
and is beloved by him. She brings him a race of
beautiful and wvirtuous children. She diftinguifhes
herfelf among her {ex.. She is furrounded with gra-
ces. She never fits among the loofe tribe of women,
nor pafles away her time with them in wanrop dif-
courfes.  She is full of virtue 2nd prudence, And is
the beft wife that Jupiter can beftow on-man,’

I thall conclude thefe iambies with the motto of

this paper, which is a fragment of the fame author ;

(14
114
£

A man cannot poflefs any thing thatis better than
a good woman, ner any thing that is. worfc than 2
bad one.”

Vou. IL N, As
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As tlie poet has fhewn a great penetration in this di-
verfity of female charadters, he has avoided the fault
which Juvenal and Monfieur Boileau are guilty of, the
former in his fixth, and the other in his laft Satire,
where they have endeavoured to expofe the fex in ge-
neral, without doing Juftice to the valuable part of it.
Such levelling Satires are of no ufe to the world, and
for this reafon 1 have often wondered how the anch
author above-mentioned, who was a man of exquifite
Jjudgment; and a lover of virtue, could think human
nature a proper fubjet for Satire in another of his ce-
lebrated pieces, which is called, The Satire upon Man,
‘What vice or frailty can a difcourfe correét, which cen-
fures the whole fpecies alike, and endeavours to fhew
by fome fuperficial firokes of wit, that brutes are the
mere excellent creatures of the two? A Satire fhould
expole nothing but what’is corrigible, and make'a due
diferimination between thofe who are, and thofe who
‘are not the proper objeéts of it,

Thurfday, November 1, 1711%;

Fiétis meminerit nos jocari Fabulis. Phewdr. 1, 1. Prol.

¢ Let it be remembered that we {port in fabled ftories.”

Aving lately tranflated the fragment of an old

l I poet which defcribes womankind under feveral
¢haradters, and fuppofes them to have drawn their dif-
ferent manners and difpofitions from thofe animals and
elements out of which he tells us they were compound-
ed, I had fome thoughts of giving the fex their re-
venge, by laying together in another Paper the many
vicious characters which prevail in the male world, and
fhewing the different ingredients that go to the makm g
up of fuch different humours and conftitutions. Ho-
race has a thought which is fomething akin to this
*No. ar1. when
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when, in order to excufle himfelf to his miftrefs for an
invedtive which he had written againft her, and to ac-
count for that unreafonable fury with which the heart
of man is often tranfported, he tells us, that when Pro-
metheus made his man of clay, in the kneading up of
the heart he feafoned it with fome furious particles of
the lion. But upon turning this plan to and fro in
my thoughts, I obferved fo many unaccountable hu-
mours in man, that I did not know out of what animals
to fetch them. Male fouls are diverfified with {o many
charaéters, that the world has not variety of materials
fufficient to furnifh out their différent tempers and in-
clinations. 'The creation, with all its animals and ele-
ments, would not be large enough to fupply their feve=
ral extravagancies.

Inftead thereof of purfuing the thought of Simoni-
des, I {hall obferve, that as he has expofed the vicious
part of women from the doétrine of pre-exiftence, fome
of the ancient philofophers have, in a manner, fatirized
the vicious part of the human fpecies in general, from
a notion of the Soul’s Poffsexiffence, if T may fo call it s
and that as Simonides deferibes brutes entering into the
compofition of women, others have reprefented human
fouls as entering into brutes. This is commionly term-
ed the do&trine of Tranfmigration, which fuppofes that
human fouls, upon their leaving the body, become the’
fouls of fuch kinds of brutes as they moft refemble
in their manners ; or to gwc an account of it as Mr
Dryden has defcribed it in his tranflation of Pythagos
ras’s Speech in the fifteenth Book of Ovid, where that
philofopher diffuades his hearers from eating fleth:

¢¢ Thus all things are but alter’d, nothing dies,
©« And here and there th’ unbodied fpirit flies:
« By time, or force, or ficknefs difpofiefs’d,

¢ And lodges wliere it lights, in bird or beaft ;
¢ Or hunts without till ready limbs it find,

¢ And aétuates thole according to their kind:
¢ From tenement to tenement is tofs'd,

# The foul is ftill the fame, the figure only loft.

P P2 ¢ THen
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<. % {Then let not picty beiput to flight, |
- 'To pleafe the tafte of glutton appetite;
+¢¢ Baut fuffer inmate fouls fecureto dwell; '
~¢¢ Left from their-feats your parents you :i:xpélf;
£ ‘With rabid hunger feed upon your kind;:
82 0n frem a-beaft dlﬂddgc a brother’s mind 2.
Piaté in 1hc Vuﬁnn oanrus the Axmeman, which F:
may-poflibly make;the fubject of ‘a futdre Speculation,:
records fome. beautiful Tranfmigratioss; ‘as, that the
foul ofiOrpheus;iwho was muficaly: mélancholy; and &
“woman-hater, entered into a Swan 3 'the foul of Ajax,
which was/all wrath and.fiercenefs; into a Lionj the
{oul ‘ofiAgamemnon;, that was rapacious and imperialy.
into an Eagle ; and the foul of Therfites, who was a
mimic and a buffoon; mto a Monkey. :
v:Mr Congreve, in‘a prologne toone of his comedies,
h'a.s touched upon this do&rlne wn:h great humeur.

¢ Thus Ariftotle’s foul of old th.'rt was,

¢ May now be damn’d to animate an afs ;

¢ Or in this very houfe, for ought we know,
¢ Is doing pamful penance in fome bean.

I fhall fill up this Paper:with fome letters which my
laft 'Tuefday’s Speculation has produced. My follow-
ing correfpondents will fhew, what I there obferved,.
that the Speculation of that day affects only the lower
part of the Sex.’

¢ From my houfe in the Strand, C&ober 30, r711.

Mr'SPECTATOR,

UPON reading your Tuefday’s Paper,:I find by
feveral fymptoms in my conftitution that I am
a Bee. My fhop, or, if you pleafe to call it fo, my
celly is in that great hive of females which goes by
the name of the New-Exchange ; where I am daﬂy‘
employed in gathering together a little {’cock of gain

" Sfromy
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¢ from the fineft flowers about the town, T mean. the

¢ Iadies and the beaus. ¥ have a numerous fwarm of
¢ children, to whom I give the beft education ¥ am a-’
ble.” But, Sir, it is'my misfortune to’be married to
¢ a Drone, who lives upon what I get, without bring~"
¢ ing'any “thing into the common ftock. ' Now, Sir,
¢ as on the one hand I take care not to behave myfelf’
¢ towards him like 22 Wafp, fo likewife T would not”
¢ have him look upon meas an humble-bee ; forwhich’
¢ reafon I'do all T can to put him upon laying up pro-’
(3
€
<
(3
L

vifions for a bad day, and frequently reprefent to
him the fatal effets his: floth and negligence may
bring upon us in our old age. I muft beg that you
will join with me in your good advice upon this oc-
cafion, and you will for ever oblige your humble fer-'
vant, _ (163

: i€/ Melifla.?

¢«SIR, | Piccadilly, O&tober 3¢5 1711,
¢ T Am joined in wedlock for my. fins to one of thofe
Fillies who are defcribed in'the old Poct with that
¢ hard name you gave us the other diy. She has a
« flowing mane, and a fkin as foft as filk ; but, Sir, fhe
¢ paffes half her life at her glafs, and almoit ruins me
¢ in ribbands. For my own part, I am a plain handi-
¢ craft man, and in danger of breaking by her lazinefs
. and expenflivenefs. Pray, Mafter, tell me in your
 next Paper, whether I may not expect of her fo much
¢ drudgery as to take care of her family, and curry
¢ her hide in cafe of refufal. Your loving friend,

¢ Barnaby Brittle.

¢ Mr SprcTATOR, Cheapfide, Oétober 30.

I Am mightily pleafed with the humour of the Cat,
be fo kind as to enlarge upon that fubject.

¢ Yours till death, Jofiah Henpeck.

Lo

¢ P. S, You muft know I am married to a Grimalkin.”

¢S5IR,
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€ SIR, W’#pping, O&ober 31, 171714

« E VER fince your Spectator of Tuefday laft came
< nto our family, my hufband is. pleafed to.call
me his Oceana, becaufe the foolith old poet that you
have tranflated fays, That the Souls of {ome women
are made of Sea-Water.. This, it feems, has encou-
raged my fauce-box to be witty upon me. When [
am angry, he cries Pr'ythee, my dear, be calm ; when
I chide one of my fervants, Prlythee, child, do 70
blufter. He had, the impudence about an hour ago
to tell me, That he was a Seafaring man, and muft
=xpect to divide his life between Storm and Sunthine.
When I beftir myfelf with any {pirit in my family, it
is High:Sea in his houfe ; and when I fit ftill with-
out doing any thing, his affairs, forfooth, are Wind-
bound. 'When I alk him whether it rains, he makes
anfwer, It is no matter, fo that it be fair weather
within doors, In {hort, Siry T cannot {peak my mind
freely to him, but 1 either {well or rage, or do fome-
thing that is not fit for a civil woman to hear. Pray,
Mr Spe&ator, fince you are fo fharp upon other wo-
men, let us know what materials your wife is made
of, if you have one. T fuppofe you would make us
a parcel of poor-fpirited, tame, infipid creatures; but,
Sir, I would have you to know, we have as good paf~
ficns in us as yourfelf, and that a woman was never
defigned to be a milk-fop.

A.A A R R AR A AR AR AR A AR R AR o

¢ Martha Tempeft.’

. .

Saturday, November 3, 1711%

——Mens fibF confeia reflis Virg. ZEn. i. 608.
“ A good Intention.”
IT is the great art and fecret of Chriftianity, # I may

ufe that phrafe, to manage our aétions to the beft
*No. 213. advaritage,
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advantage, and direct them in fuch a manner, that eve-
ry thing we do may turn to account at that great day,
when every thing we have done will be fet before us.

In order to give this confiedration its full weight, we
may caft all our altions under the divifion of fuch as
are in themfelves either good evil, or indifferent. If
we divide our Intentions after the {ame manner, and
confider them with regard to our Actions, we may dif=
cover the great art and fecret of religion which I have
here mentioned,

A good Intention joined to a good Action, gives it
its proper force and eflicacy ; joined to an evil Action,
extenuates its malignity, and in fome cafes may take it
wholly away ; and joined to an indifferent Action turns
it to a virtue, and makes it meritorious as far as human
Adtions can be {o.

In the next place, to confider in the fame manner the
influence of an evil intention upon our actions, An
evil intention perverts the beft of altions, and makes
them in reality, what the fathers with a witty kind of
zeal have termed the virtues of the heathen world, fo
many ﬂnmng fins. It deftroys the innocence of an in-
different aétion, and gives an evil action all poifible
blacknefs and horror, or in the emphatical language of
facred writ, makes ¢ Sin exceeding finful.”

If, in the laft place, we confider the nature of an in«
different intention, we fhall find that it deftroys the
merit of a good action ; abates, but never takes away,
the malignity of an evil aftion ; and leaves an indiffer-
ent aftion in its natural ftate of indifference.

It is therefore of unfpeakable advantage to poffefs
our minds with an habitual good intention, and to aim
all our Dlﬂubhta, words, and ations at fome laudable
end, whether it be the glory of our Maker, the good
of m:mkmd or the benefit of our own fouls.

This s  fort of thrift or good hufbandry in moral
life, which does not throw away any fingle action, but
makes every one go as far as it can. It multiplies the
means of falvation, increafes the number of our virtues,

and diminithes that of our vices.
There
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Thtre i3 fpmethmg vety devout, though not folids in
Acofta’s anfiver to’ Lxmbbrc‘h who objects to him the
~multiplicity of ceremonies m the Jewifh religion, as
'wa{hmgs, drefles, meats, purgations, and the like. The

eply whicl the ]cw makes upon this occafion is, to
the “beft of my remembrance, as follows : ¢ There are
€ not duties enough (fays he) in the effential parts of
¢ the law for a zealous and aétive obedience. "T'ime,
% place, and perfon are requifite, before you have an op-
¢ portunity of putting a moral virtue into praftice. We
< have thercfore, fays he, enlarged the {phere of our
¢ duty, and made many things, which are in them-
* felves indifferent, a part of our religion, that we may
< have more occafions of fhewing our love to God, and
< in all the circumftances of life be doing {'omethmg to
¢ pleafe him, and the other to abftain from every thing
¢ which may poffibly difpleafe him.’

Moenfieur St. Evremond has endeavoured to palliate
the fuperftitions of the Roman-Catholic Religion with
the fame kind of apology, where he pretends to confi-
der the different fpirit of the Papifts and the Calviniils,
‘as to the great points wherein they difagree.” He tells
us, that the former are altuated by love, and the other
Ty fear ; and that in their exprefiions of duty and devo-
tion towards the Supreme Being, the former feem par-
ticularly careful to do every thmg which may Poﬂibl?'
dif plca{te him.

Eut notwithftanding this plaufible reafon with w hich
both the Jew and the Roman-Catholic would excufe
their rclpctﬂ ive fi uperfhtlom, it is cortain there is fome-
thing in them very pernicious to mankind, and deffruc-
tive to religion ; becaufe the injunétion of fuperfluouns
ceremonies makes fuch ations dnties, as were before
inditferént, and by that means renders religion more
burdenfome and difficult than it is in its own nature,
‘betrays many into fins of omiffion which they could
not otherwife be guilty of, and fixes the minds of the
vulgar to the ihauowy, uneflential points, inftead of the
more weighty and more important matters of the law.

"This zealous and active obedience, however, takes
P‘l::lce in the great point we are recommending ; for, if,

inﬁcm;l
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inftead of preferibing to ourfelves indifferent aftions as
«duties, we apply a good intention to all our moft indif-
ferent actions, we make our very exiftence one continu-
.ed aét of obedience, we turn our diverfions and amufe-
ments to our cternal advantage, and are pleafing Him
((whom we are made to pleafe) in all the circumfilances
and occurrences of life.

It is this excellent frame of mind, this holy offici-
oufnefs (if I may be allowed to call it fuch) which s re-
commended to us by the Apoftle in that uncommon
precept wherein he direfts us to propofe to ourfelves
the glory of our.Creator in all our moft indifferent ac-
tions, ¢ whether we eat or drink, er whatfoever we
&« dop.”

A perfon therefore who is poffefied with fuch an ha-
bitual good intention, as that which I have been here
{peaking of, enters upon no fingle circumftance of life,
without confidering it as well-pleafing to the great Au-
thor of his being, conformable to the diéates of reafon,
fuitable to human nature in general, or to that particn-
lar flatipn in which providénce has placed him. He
lves in a perpetual “fenfe of the Bivine Prefence, re-
gards himfelf as adting, in the whole ceurfe of his ex-
iftence, under the obfervation and the infpection of that
‘Being, who is privy to all his motions and all his
thoughts, who knows his “ down-fitting and his up-
* rifing, who is about his path, and about his bed, and
¢ {picth out all his ways:” Ina word, he remembers
that the eye of his Tudgt: is always upon him, and in
every a&tion he reflefts that he is doing what is com-
manded or allowed by Him who will hereafter either re-
ward or punifh-it. This.was the charaler.of.thofe haly
men of old, who in that beautiful ph_rafc of feripture are
faid to imvf. ¢ walked with God.”

‘When I employ myfelf upon a Paper.of morality; 1
Fencr‘ﬁly’ confider how I may recommend the particu-
ar virtue which I treat of, by the precepts or examples
of the ancient heathens ; bv that means, if poflible, to
fhame thofe who have greater advantages of knowmg
their duty, and therefor¢ greater obligations to perform
it, into a better courfe of. life : befides that many among

Vor. II. Qf‘q e
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us are unreafonably difpofed to give a fairer hearing to

a Pagsan philofopher, than to a Chriftian writer,

I fhall therefore produce an inftance of this excel-
lent frame of mind ina fpccch of Socrates, which is
quoted by Erafmus. 'This great philofopher on the
day of his execution, a little before the perfon was
brought to him, entertaining his friends with a dif~
courfe on the immortality’ of the foul, has thefe
words : “ Whether or no God will approve of my ac-
¢ tions, I know not; but this I am fure of, that I have
% at all times made it my endeavour to pleafe him, and:
“ 1 have a good hope that this my endeavour will be
“ accepted by him.” We find in thefe words of that
great man the habitual good intention which I would
here inculcate, and with which that divine philofopher
always afted. I fhall only add, that Erafmus, who was
an unbigotted Roman-C'zthohc, was {o much tranfport-
ed with this paflage of Socrates, that he could fcarce
forbear locking upon him as a Saint, and defiring him
to pray for him 5 or as that ingenious and learned wri-
ter has exprefled himfelf i1 a2 much more lively man-
ner 3  When I reflet on fuch a fpeech pronounced.
% by fuch a perfon, 1 can fcarce forbear crying out,
<« Sancte Sacmte.l s o7a pro nobis ; 0 holy Socrates, pray
¢¢ for us.” Gl

g

il

Tuefday, Nové.m.l:lier 6,‘ 1711 .,

. ——Ingenuas didicilse fideliter artes
Eﬂwﬂd mores, nec f init ¢ffe feros.
Ovip. de Ponto, II. ix. 47.
¢¢ Ingenuous arts, where they an entrance find,
‘ Soften the manners, and {ubdue the mind.”

Confider a2 human foul without education like mar-
I ble in the quarry, which iliews none of its inhe-
rent beauties, until the fkill of the polither fetches out
the coloms, make the furface fhine, and difcovers

© " MNo. 31 $ every
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&very ornamental cloud, fpot, and vein that runs thro’
the body of it. Educatlon, after the fime manner,
when it works upon a noble mind, draws out to view
every latent virtue and perfection; Whlch without fuchi
helps are never able to make their appearance.

1f my reader will give me leave to change the allu-
fion fo foon upon him, I {hall make ufe of the fame
inftance to illufirate the force of Education, which
Ariftotle has brought to explain his doctrine of fub-
ftantial formis, when he tells us that a ftatue lies hid
in a block of marble 3 and that the art of the ftatuary
only clears away the f{uperfluous matter, and removes
the rubbifh. The figure is in the ftone; the feulptor
only finds it. "What feulpture is to a block of marble,
Education is to a human foul. The philofopher, the
faint, or the hero; the wife; the good, or the great
man, very often lie hid and concealed in a plebeian,
which a proper Education might have dif-interred, and
have brought to light. I ami therefore much delighted
with reading the accounts of favage nations, and with
contemplating thofe virtues which are wild and uncul-
tivated 5 to fee courage exerting itfelf in fiercenefs,
refolution in obltinacy, wifdom in cunning, patience
in fullennefs and defpair.

Mens paflions operate varmuﬂy, and : 1ppem in dlﬁ'er-
ent kinds of ations, according as they are more or lefs
reftified and fwayed by reafon. . When one hears of
Negroes, who upon the death of their malters, or upon
changing their fervice, hang themfelves upon the next
tree, as it frequently happens in our American planta-
tions, who can forbear admiring their fidelity, though
. it exprefles itfelf in {o dreadful a manner? What might
nhot that favage greatnefs of foul which appears in thefe
poor wretches on many occafions, be raifed to, were it
rightly cultivated ? And what colour of excufe can
there be for the contempt with which we treat this part
of our fpecies ? That we fthould not put them upon the
common foot of humanity, that we {hould only fet an
infignificant fine vpon the man who murders them ;
nay, that we {hould as much as in us lies cut them off
from the profpeéts of happinefs in another world as

Q.q 2 Swell
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well as in this, and deny them that which we look’
upon as the proper means for attaining it ?

Since I am engaged on this fubject, I cannot forbear
snentioning a ftory which I have lately heard, and which
is fo well attefted, that I have no manner of reafon to
fufpect the truth of it. I may call it a kind of wild
tragedy that pafled about twelve years ago at Saint
Chriftopher’s, one of our Britith Leeward Iflands. The
Negroes, who were the perfons concerned in it, were all
of them the flaves of a gentleman who is now in Eng~
land.:

¢« This gentleman among his Negroes had a young.
woman, who was looked upon as a moft extraordinary
beauty by thofe of her own complexion. He had at
the fame time two young fellows who were likewife ne-
groes and flaves, remarkable for the comelinefs of their
perfons, and for the friendthip which they bore to one
another. It unfortunately happened that béth of them:
fell in love with the female negroe above-mentioned,
who would -have been very glad t6 bave taken either’
of them for her hufband, provided théy could agree
between themfelves which fhould be the man. But
they were both fo paflionately in love with her, that
neither of them could think of giving her up to his ri-
val ; and at the fame time wese {o true to one another,.
that neither of them would think of gaining her with-
out his'friend’s confent.: The torments of thefe two lo-
vers were the difcourfe of the family to which they be-
longed, who could not forbear obferving the ftrange
complication of paflions which perplexed the hearts of
- the poor negrous, that often dropped expreflions of the’
uneafinefs they underwent, and hoew impoffible it was
for either of them ever to be happy-

¢ After a long ftruggle between love and friendfhip,.
truth and Jc.liouiy, they one day took a walk together
- into a wood, carrying their miftrefs along with them

wliere,” 'ﬁtcr abundance of lamentations, they ftabbed
herto the heart, of which fhe immediately died. A
flave whowas at his work not far from the place where
this aftonifhing piece of cruelty was committed, hear-
iog the {hricks of the dyin g perion, ran to fee what was

the



SPECTATOR. o9

¢he occafion of them. He there difcovered the woman-
lying dead upon the ground, with the two negroes on
each fide of her, kifling the dead corpfe, weeping over
it, -and beating their breafts in the utmoft agonies of

rief and defpair. He immediately ran to the Englifh
%amﬂy with' the news of what he had feen 3 who upon
coming to the place faw the woman dead, and the two’
negroes expiring by her with wounds they had: given
themfelves.” :

We fee in this amazing inftance of barbarity, what
ftrange diforders ave bred in the minds of thofe men
whofe paffiens are not regulated by virtue, and difcipli-
ned by reafon. Though the action which I have reci-
ted is in itfelf full of guilt and horror, it proceeded
from a temper of mind which might have produced
very noble fruits, had it been informed and guided by
a fuitable education.

It is therefore ap unfpeakable blefling to be born in
thofe parts of the world whert wifdom and knowledge
flourith ; tho’ it mudt be confefied, there are, even in
thefe parts, feveral poor uninftructed perfons, who are
but little above the inhabitants of thofe nations of which
1 have been here fpeaking ; as thofe who have had the
advantages of a more liberal education rife above one
another by feveral different degrees of perfedtion. For
to return to our ftatue in the block of marble, we fee it
fometimes only begun to be ehipped, fometimes rough~
hewn, and but jult fketched inte an human figure;
fometimes we fee the man appearing diftinétly in all his
limbs and features, fometimes we find the figure wroyght
up to a great elegancy, but {eldom meet with any to
which the hand of Phidias or Praxitcles could not give
feveral nice touches and finifhings.

Difcourfes of morality, and refleCtions' upon haman

-nature, are the beft means we can make ufe of to im=
prove our minds, and gain a true knowledge of ourfelves,
and confequernitly to recover our fouls out of the vice,
ignorance, and prejudice, which naturally cleave to them.
I have all along profeft myfelf in this Paper a promoter
of thefe great ends ; and I flatter myfelf that Edo from
day to day contribute fomething to the polithing :,}?i
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mens minds : at leaft my defign is laudable, whatever
the execution may be. I muft confefs I am not a little
encouraged in it by many letters which I receive from
tunknown hands, in approbation of my endeavours ; and
muft take this opportunity of returning my thanks to
thofe who write them, and excufing myfelf for not in-
ferting feveral of them in my papers, which I am fen-
fible would be a very great ornament to them. Should
I publith the praifes which are fo well penned, they
would do honour to the perfons who write them, but
my publifhing of them would I fear be a fufficient in<
flance to the world that I did not deferve them.

Saturdday, November 10‘; 1711 %

)

Ovid. Met. xiii. 141/

¢ Thefe I fearce call our own.”

Vix ea ﬁgﬂm Voo

HERE ate but few men, who are hot ambitious of

diftinguifhing themf{elves in the nation or country
where they live, and of growing confiderable among,
thofe with whom they converfe. There is a kind of
grandeur and refpet, which the meaneft and moit in-
fignificant part of mankind endeavour to procure in
the little circle of their friends and acquaintance. The
pooreit mechanic, nay thé man who lives upon com-
men alms, gets him his fet of admirers, and delights in
that fuperiority which he enjoys over thofe who are in
fome refpeéts beneath him. This ambition, which is
natural to the foul of man, might methinks receive a
very happy turn j and, if it were rightly direCted, con-
tribute as much to a perfon’s advantage, as it generally
does to his uneafinefs and difquict:

I fhall therefore put together fome thoughts on this
fubje&, which I have not met with in other writers;
and fhall fet them down o5 they have occurred to me,
without being at the painsto conneft or methodife
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Al fuperiority and pre-eminence that one man can
have over another, may be reduced to the motion of
quality, which, confidered at large, is either that of
fortune, body, or mind. The firft is that which con-

_fifts in birth, title, or riches ; and is the moft foreign
fo our natures, and what we can the leaft call our own
of any of the three kinds of quality. In relation to the
body, quality arifes from health, firength, or beauty;
which are nearer to us, and more a part of ourfelves
than the former. Quality, as it regards the mind, has
its rife from knowled ge or virtue ; and is that which is
more eflential to us, and more mtlmately' umted with.
us than either of the other two.

The quality of fortune, tho’ a man has lefs reafon to
value himfelf apon it than on that of the body or mind,
is however the kind of quality which makes the moft
fhining figure in the eye of the world.

As virtue is the molt reafon;ble and genuine fource
of honour, we generally find in titles an intimation of
{fome particular merit that fhould recommend men to
the high ftations which they pofiefs. Holinefs is afcri-
bed to the pope ; majefty to kings; ferenity or mild~
nefs of temper: to princes 5 excellence or perfection to
ambaffadors 3 grace to archbifhops ; honour to peers 5
worithip or venerable behaviour to magiftrates ; and
reverence, which is of the fame import as the former,
to the inferior clergy.

In the founders of great families, fuch attributes of
honour are generally correfpondent with the virtues of
the perfon to whom they are applied ; but in the def-
cendents they are too often the marks rather of gran-
deur than of merit. The ftamp and denomination {till
continues, but the intrinfic value is frequently loft.

" The death-bed fhews the emptinefs of titles in a true
light. A poor di ipirited finner lies trembling under
the apprehenfions of the ftate he is entering on ; and
is alked by a grave attendant how his Holinefs does ?
another hears himfelf addrefied to under the titles of
Highnefs or Excellency, who lies under fuch mean cir-
cumitances of mortihn as are the d.lfgra.cc of human

naturt:
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mature. “Titles at fuch a time look rather like infults
-and mockery than refpedt.

The truth of it is, honours are in this world under no
‘regulation ; true quality is negleéted, virtue is oppref-
fed, and vice trinmmphant. The laft day will rectify
this diforder, and affign to every one a ftation fuitable
to the dignity of his charatter. Ranks will be then
adjufted, and precedency fet right.

Methinks we thould have an ambition, if not to ad-
vance ourfelves in another world, at leaft to preferve
our poft in it, and ountlhine our inferiors in virtue herc,
that they may not be put-above us in a {tate which is
to fettle the diftinétion for eternity.

Men in feripture are called  ftrangers and {ojourn-
ers upon earthy” and life a « pilgrimage.” Several
heathen, as well as chriftian authors, under the fame
kind of metaphor, have reprefented the world as am
inn, which was only defigned -to furnith us with accom-
modations in this our paffage. It is therefore very ab-
furd to think of fetting up our reft before we come to
our journey’s end, and nat rather to take care of the
reception we fhall ¢here meet, than to fix-our thoughts
on the little conveniences and advantages which we
enjoy one above another in the way to it.

Epiftetus makes ufe of another kind of allufion,
which is very beautifol, and wonderfully proper to in-
cline usto be fatisfied with the poft in which providence
has placed us. We are here, fays he, as in a theatre,
where every one has a part alloited to him. The great
duty which lies upon a man is to aét his part in per-
feCtion. 'We may indeed fay, that our part does not
4uit us, and that we could act another better. But this
{fays the philofopher) is not our bufinefs.  All that we
are concerned in is to excel in-the part which is given
us. If it be an improper one, the fault is not in us,
‘but in Him who has caft our feveral parts, and is the
great difpofer of the Drama.

The part that was aéted by this philofopher himfelf
avas but a very indifferent one, for he lived and died a
{lave. His motive to contentment in this particular,
xeceives a very great inforcement from the abovemen-
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tioned confideration, if we remember that our part?
in the other world will be new-caft, and that mankind
will be there ranged in different ftations of fuperiority
and pre-eminence, in proportion as they have here ex-
celled one another in virtue, and performed in their fe-
veral pofts of lifz the duties which belong to them.
There are many beautiful paffages in the little apo-
eryphal book, intitled, ¢ the Wifdom of Solomon,” to
fet forth the vanity of honour, and the like temporal
bleflings which are in fo great repute among men, and
to comfort thofe who have not the poffeflion of them.
It reprefents in very warm and noble terms this advance-
ment of a good man in the other world, and the great fur-
Prifc which it will produce among thofe who are his {u-
penors in this. ¢Then fhall the rlghteous man ftand in
¢ great boldnefs before the face of fuch as have afflic-
ted him, and made no account of his labours. When
they fee it, they fhall be troubled with terrible fear,
and fhall be amazed at the firangenefs of his falva-
tion, fo far beyond all that they looked for. And
they, repenting and groaning for anguifh of {pirit,
{hall fay within themfelves, This was-he whom we
had fome time in derifion, and a proverb of reproach.
‘We fools accounted his life madnefs, and his end to
be without honour. How is he numbered among
the children of God, and his lot is among the
¢ faints!” ;
If the reader would fee the defeription of a life that
is paffed away in vanity, and among the thadows of
pomp and greatnefs, he may fee it very finely drawn
in the fame place. In the mean time, f{ince it is necef-
fary in the prefent conftitution of things, that order
and diftinction fhould be kept in the world, we fhould
be happy, if thofe who enjoy the upper ﬂat:ons in it,
would endeavour to furpafs others in virtue, as much
as in rank, and by their humanity and condefcenfion
soakie thele fuperiority eafy and acceptable to thofe who
are beneath them; and if, on the contrary, thofe who
are in meaner pofts of life would confider how they
may better their condition hereafter, and by a juft de-
ference and fubmiffion to their fuperiors, make them
Vor. IL Rr happy
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happy in thofe blefings with which providence had
thought fit to diftinguifh them.

Tuefday, November 13, 1711 %,

Ab Ova
Ufque ad Mala

Hor. Sat. 3.1 1. v. 6.

¢ From eggs, which firft are fet upon the board,
¢¢ To apples ripe, with which it lait is ftor’ d.”

Hen I have finifhed any of my Speculations, it

is my method to confider which of the an-

" cient authors have touched upon the fubject that I treat
of. By this means I meet with fome celebrated thought

upon it, or a thought of my own exprefled in better:

words, or fome fimilitude for the illuftration of my
fubje¢t. 'This is what gives birth to the motto of a

Speculation, which I rather choofe to take out of the-

poets than the profe-writers, as the former generally
give a finer turn to a thought than the latter, and by
couching it in few words, and in harmonious numbers,
make it more portable to the memory.

My reader is therefore fure to meet with at leaft one

good line in every paper, and very often finds his ima--

gination entertained by a hint that awakens in his me-
mory fome beautiful paffage of a claflic author.

It was a faying of an ancient Philofopher, which I
find fome of our writers have afcribed to Queen Eliza-
beth, who perhaps might have taken occution to re-
peat it, * that a good face is a letter of recommenda-
tion.” It naturally makes the beholders inquifitive in-
to the perfon who is the owner of it, and generally pre-
poflefles them in his favour. A handfome motto has
the fame effect. Befides that it always gives a fuper-
numerary beauty to a paper, and is fometimes in a

manner neceffary when the writer is engaged in what-

* No. 221: may
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1inay appear a paradox to vulgar minds, as it fhews that
he is fupported by good authorities, and is not fingu-
lar in his opinion.

I muft confefs, the motto is of little ufe to an unlearn-
ed reader, for which reafon I confider it onlyas “ a
word to the wife.” But as for my unlearned friends, if
they cannot relith the motto, I take care to make pro-
vifion for them in the body of my paper. If they do
not underftand the fign that is hung out, they know
very well by it, that they ma; meet with entertain «.eat
in the houfe ; and I think I was never better pl-aled
than with a plain man’s compliment, who, upo: his
friend’s telling him that he would like the Spect-cor
much better if he underftood the motto, replied,  that
good wine needs no buth.”

I have heard of a couple of preachers in a country
town, who endeavoured which would outfhine one a-
nother, and draw together the greateft congregation.
One of them being well verfed in the Fathers, ufed to
quote every now and then a Latin {entence to his illi-
terate hearers, who it feems found themfelves fo edifi-
ed by it, that they flocked in greater numbers to this
learned man than to his rivil, The other finding his
congregation mouldering every Sunday, and hearing
at length what was the occafion of it, refolved to give his
parith a little Latin in Ais turn; but being unacquamt-
ed with any of the Fathers, he digefted into his fer-
mons the whole book of Que Genus, adding however
fuch explications to it as he thought might be for the
benefit of his people. He afterwards entered upon A4s
in prafesti, which he converted in the fame manner to
the ufe of his parifhioners. This in a very little time -
thickened his audience, filled his church, and routed
his antagonift.

The natural love to Latin, which is fo prevalent in
our common people, makes me think that my {pecula-
tions fare never the worfe among them for that little
ferap which appears at the head of them ; and what the
more encourages me in the ufe of quotations in an un-
known tongue, is, that I hear the ladies, whofe appro-
bation I value more than that of the whole learned .

KT world,
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world, declare themfelves in a more particular manner
pleafed with my Greek mottos.

Defigning this day’s work for a differtation upon the
two extremities of my paper, and having already dil-
patched my meotto, 1 fhall, in the next place, difcourfe
upon thofe fingle capital letters which are placed at
the end of it, and which have afforded great matter of
peculation to the curious. I have heard various con-
je€tures upon this fubjeét. Some tell us, that C is the
mark of thofe papers that are written by the clergy-
man, though others aferibe them to the club in gene-
ral: That the papers marked with R were written by
my friend Sir Rocer : That L fignifies the lawyer,
whom I have defcribed in my{econd {peculation; and that
T ftands for trader or merchant. But the letter X,
which is placed at the end of fome few of my papers,
is that which has puzzled the whole town, as they can-
not think of any name which begins with that let-
ter, except Xenophon and Xerxes, who ‘can neither of
them be fuppofed to have had any hand in thefe {pe-
culations.

In anfwer to thefe inquifitive gentlemen, who have
many of them made inquiries of me by letter, I muft
tell them the reply of an ancient philofopher, who
carried fomething hidden under his cloak. A certain
acquaintance defiring him to let him know what it was
he covered fo carefully, I cover it, fays he, on pur-
¢ pofe that you thould not know.” I have made ufe
of thefe obfcure marks for the fame purpofe. They
are, perhaps, little amulets or charms to preferve the
paper againft the fafcination and malice of evil eyes;
for which reafon 1 wonld not have my reader fur-
prifed, if hereafter he fees any of my papers marked
witha Q, aZ, a Y, an &c. or with the word ABraca-
DABRA.

I {hall, however, fo far explain myfelf to the reader,
as to let him know that the letters, C, L, and X, are
cabaliftical, and carry more in them than it is proper
for the world to be acquainted with. Thefe who are
verfed in the philofophy of Pythagoras, and fwear by
the Tetrachtys, that is the number Four, will know

yery
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very well that the number Ten, which is fignified by
the letter X, (and which has fo much perplexed the
town) has in it many particular powers; that it is cal-
led by platonic writers the Complete Number ; that one,
two, three, and four put together make up the num-
ber ten; and that ten is all. But thefe are not myfte-
ries for ordinary readers to be let into. A man muft
have fpent many years in hard ftudy before he can ar-
rive at the knowledge of them.

‘We had a rabbinical divine in England, who was
chaplain to the Earl of Effex in queen Elizabeth’s
time, that had an admirable head for {fecrets of this
nature. Upon his taking the doétor of divinity’s de-
gree, he preached before the univerfity of Cambridge,
upon the firft verfe of the firft chapter of the firft book
of Chronicles, in which, fays he, you have the three
following words,

Adam, Sheth, Enofh.
He divided this fhort text into many parts, and by dif-
covering feveral myfteries in each word, made a moft
learned and. elaborate difcourfe. The name of this pro-
found preacher was Dr Alabafter, of whom the reader
may find a more particular account in Dr Fuller’s book
of Engliflh worthies. This inftance will, I hope, con-
vince my readers that there may be a great deal of
fine writing in the capital letters which bring up the
rear of my papér, and give them fome fatisfattion
in that particular. But as for the full explication of
thefe matters, I muft refer to time, which difcovers

all things,

Thurfday,



v SPECTATOR.

N et ey

Thurfday, November 15, 1711%,

O fuavis Anima ! qualem te dicam bonam
Antebac fuifle, tales cum fint rveliquie !
Pheedr, III. i. 5.

¢ O fweet foul! how good muft you have been here-
¢ tofore, when your remains are fo delicious !”

HEN I refle€t upon the various fate of thofe
i’. E‘ multitudes of ancient writers who flourifhed in
Greece and Italy, I confider time as an immenfe ocean,
in which many neble anthors are entirely fwallowed up,
many very much fhattered and damaged, fome quitc
disjomnted and broken into pieces, while fome have
wholly elcaped the common wreck: but the number
of the laft is very fmall.

Apparent rari nantes in gurgite wvafo.
Virg, /n. 1. v. 122,

4 One here and there floats on the vaft abyfs.”

Among the mutilated poets of antiquity there is none
whofe fragments are fo beautiful as thofe of Sappho.
They give us a tafte of her way of writing, which is
perfedily conformable with that extraordinary charater
we find of her in the remarks of thofe great Critics who
~ were converfant with her works when they were entire.
One may {ge by what is left of them, that the follow-
od nature in all her thoughts, withont defcending to
thofe little points, conceits, and turns of wit with
which many of our modern Lyrics are fo miferably in-
fefted. Her foul feems to have been made up of love
and poetry, She felt the paflion in all its warmth, and
deferibed it in all its fymptoms. She is called by an-
gient authors the Tenth Mufe ; and by Plutarch is com-
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pared to Cacus the fon of Vulcan, who breathed out
nothing but flame. I do not know by the charadter
that is given of her works, whether it is not for the
benefit of mankind that they are loft. They are filled
with fuch bewitching tendernefs and rapture, that it
might have been dangerous to have given them a read-
ing. ;
gAn inconftant lover, called Phaon, occafioned great
calamities to this poetical lady. She fell defperately in
love with liim, and took a voyage into Sicily, in purfuit
of him, he having withdrawn himfelf thither on pur-
pofe to avoid her. It was in that ifland, and on this
occafion, fhe is fuppofed to have made the hymn to
Venus, with a tranflation of which I fhall prefent my
reader. Her hymn was ineffectual for procuring that
happinefs which fhe prayed for in it. Phaon was flill
obdurate, and Sappho fo tranfported with the violence
- of her paflion, that {he was refolved to get rid of it at
any price.

There was a promontary in Acarnania called Leucate,
on the top of which was alittle temple dedicated to A-
pollo. In this temple it was ufual for defpairing lovers to
make their vows in fecret, and afterwards to fling them-
felves from the top of the precipice into the fea, where
they were fometimes taken up alive. This place was
therefore called, * the lover’s leap;” and whether or
no the fright they had been in, or the refolution that
could puth them to {o dreadful a remedy, or the bruifes
which they often received in their fall, banifhed all the

entiménts of love, and gave their {pirits another turn;

thofe who had taken this leap were obferved never to
relapfe‘into that paffion. Sappho tried the cure, but
perifhed in the experiment.

After having given this fhort account of Sappho fo
far as it regards the following ode, I fhall fubjoin the |
tranflation of it as it was fent me by a friend whofe ad-
mirable Paftorals and Winter-piece have been already
fo well received. The reader will find in it that pathe-
tic fimplicity which is fo pecaliar to him, and fo fuita-
ble to the ode he has here tranflated, This ode in the
Greek (befides thofe beautics obferved by Madam Da-

R Cr,)
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cier,) has feveral harmonious turns in the words, which
are not loft in the Englith 1| muft farther add, that
the tranflation has preferved every image and fentiment
of Sappho, notwithftanding it has all the eafe and {pi-
rit of an original. In a word, if the ladies have a nind
to know the manner of writing prattifed by the fo much
celebrated Sappho, they may here fee it in its genuine
and natural beauty, without any foreign or affeéted
ornaments, :

: An HYMN to VENUS.

I
¢ O Venus, beauty of the fkies,
* To whom a thoufand temples rife,
« Gaily falfe in gentle fmiles,
¢¢ Full of love perplexing wiles ;
“« O goddefs ! from my heart remove
% The wafting cares and pains of love.

IL
« If ever thou haft kindly heard
« A fong in foft diftrefs preferr’d,
< Propitious to my tuneful vow,
« O gentle goddefs! hear me now.
¢ Defcend, thou bright, immortal gueft,
% In all thy radiant charms confeft.

IIL _
¢ Thou once didft leave almighty Jove,
¢ And all the golden roofs above :
¢ The car thy wanton fparrows drew,
¢ Hovering in air they lightly flew ;
¢ As to my bower they wing'd their way,
¢ I faw their quivering pinions play.

IV.
“ The birds difmifs’d (while you remain)
¢ Bore back their empty car again :
¢ Then you, with looks divinely mild,
¢ In every heavenly feature fmil'd,
¢ And afk’d what new complaints I made,
¢ And why I call'd you to my aid ?

3 V. « Whay

-
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V.
¢ What frenzy in my bofom rag’d,
 And by what cure to be affuag’d ?
. % What gentle youth I would allure,
% Whom in thy artful toils fecure ?
¢ Who does my tender heart fubdue,
¢ Tell me, my Sappho, tell me who ?
VI.
¢ Tho’ now he fhuns thy longing arms,
¢ He foon fhall court thy flighted charms;
¢ Tho’ now thy offerings he defpife,
¢ He foon to thee fhall facrifice ;
¢ Tho’ now he freeze, he foen {hall burn,
% And be thy vitim in his turn.

VIL
[ Celeﬁial vifitant, once more
¢ Thy needful prefeace I implore !
s¢ In pity come and eafe my grief,
¢ Bring my diftemper’d foul relief,
¢ Favour thy fuppliant’s hidden fires,
¢ And give me all my heart defires.”

Madam Dacier obferyes, there is fomething very
pretty in that circamftance of t his Ode, wherein Venus
is defcribed as fending away her chariot upon her ar-
rival at Sappho’s Iodgmgs, to denote that it was not
a fhort tranfient vifit which the intended to make her.
This ode was preferved by an eminent Greek critic,
who inferted it entire in his works, as a patron of per-
fecton in the ftructure of jt.

Longinus has quoted an other Ode of this great Poet-
efs, which is likewife admirable in its kind, and has been
tranflated by the fame hand with the foregoing one.
I {hall oblige my reader with it in another Paper. In
the meanwhile, I cannot but wonder, that thefe two
finifhed pieces have never been attempted before by a-
ny of our own contrymen. But the truth of it is, the
compofi tions of the ancients, which have not in them
any of thofe unnatural witticifins that are the delight of
grdinary readers, are extremely difficult to render into
oL, 11, Ss another
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another tongue, fo as the beauties of the original may -
not appear weak and faded in the tranflation.

Saturday, November 17, 1711%,

Nullum nuwmen abeft i fit Prudentio——
Juv. Sat. x.365.

¢ Prudence fupplies the want of every God.”

Have often thought if the minds of men were laid

open, we fhould fee but little difference between
that of the wife man and that of the fool. There are
infinite reveries, numberlefs extravagancies, and a per-
petual train of vanities which pafs through both. The
great difference is, that the firft knows how to pick and
cull his thoughts for converfation, by fupprefling fome
and communicating others; whereas the other lets
them all indifferently fly out in words, This fort of
difcretion, however, has no place in private converfa-
tion between intimate friends. On fuch occafions, the
wileft men very often talk like the weakeft ; for in-
deed the talking with a friend is nothing elfe but think-
ing aloud.

Tully has therefore very juftly expofed a precept de-
livered by fome ancient writers, That a man fhould live
with his enemy in fuch a manner as might leave him
room to become his friend ; and with his friend in fuch
a manner, that if he became his enemy it fhould not
be in his power to hurt him. The firft part of this
rule, which regards our behaviour towards an enemy,
is indeed very reafonable, as well as very prudential 5
but the latter part of which regards our behaviour to-
wards a friend, favours more of cunning than of dif-
cretion, and would cut a man off from the greateft
pleafures of life, which are the freedoms of converfation
with a bofom-friend. Befides that when a friend is
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furnedinto an enemy, and, as the fon of Sirach calls
him, ¢ a bewrayer of {ecrets,” the world is juft enough
to accufe the perfidioufnefs of the friend, rather than
the indifcretion of the perfon who confided in him.

- Difcretion does not-only {hew itfelf in words, but in

all the circumftances of aftion; and is like an under-
agent of Providence, to guide and ditet us in the or-
dinary concerns of life,
- Phere are many more fhining qualities in the mind
of man, but there is none fo ufeful as Difcretion ; it is
this indeed which gives a value to all the reft, which fets
them at work in their proper times and places, and turns
them to the advantage of the perfon who is pofiefled
of them. Without it learning is pedantry, and wit
impertinence ; virtue itfelf looks like weaknefs; the
beft parts only qualify a man to be more fprightly in
errors, and active to his own prejudice.

Nor does difcretion only make a man the mafter of
his own parts, but of other mens. The difcreet man
finds out the talents of thofe he converfes with, and
knows how to apply them to proper nfes. Accord-
ingly if welook into particular communities and divi-
fions of men, we may obferve that it is ths difcreet
man, not the witty, nor the learned, nor the brave,
who guides the converfation, and gives meafures to the
fociety. A man with great talents, but void of difcres
tion, is like Polyphemus in the fable, firong and blind,
endued with an irrefiftible force, which for want of
fight is of no ufe to him.

Though a man has all other perfetions, and wants
difcretion, he will be of no great confequence in the
world 5 but if he has this fingle talent in perfection,
and but a common fhare of others, he may do what he
pleafes in his particular ftation of life.

At the fame time that I think difcretion the moft
ufeful talent a man can be mafter of, I look upon cun-
ning to be the accomplithment of little, mean, ungene-
rous minds. Diferetion points out the nobleft ends to
us, and purfies the moft proper and laudable metheds
of attaining them: Cunning has only private, {felfith
aims, and fticks at nothing which may make them

Ss2 lucceed.
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fucceed. Difcretion has large and extended views, and,
like a well-formed eye, commands a whole horizon:
Cunning is 2 kind of thortfightednefs, that difeovers
the minuteft objects which are near at hand, but is not
able to difcern things at a diftance. Difcretion, the
more it is difcovered, gives a greater authority to the
perfon who poffefles it : Cunning, when it is once de-
teéted, lofes its force, and makes a man ‘incapable of
bringing about even thofe events which he might have
done, had he pafied only for a plain man. Difcretion
is the perfeftion of reafon, and a guide to us in all the
duties of life : Cunning s a kind of inftiné, that only
looks out after our immediate intereft and welfare. Dif~
cretion is only found in'men of firong fenfe and good
underftandings : Cunning is often to be met with in
brutes themfelves, and in pérfons who are but the few-
eft removes from them. In fhort, Cunning is only the
mimick of Difcretion, and may pafs upon weak men,
in the fame manner as vivacity is often miftaken for
wit, and gravity for wifdom.

The cait of mind which is naturzal to a difcreet man,
makes him look forward into futurity, and confider
what will be his condition millions ef ages hence, as
well as what it is at prefent. He knows that the mifery
or happinefs which are referved for him m arcther
world, lofe nothing of their reality by being placed at
{o great a diftance from him. The objeéts do not ap-
pear little to' him, becaunfe they are remote.  He con-
fiders that thofe pleafures and pains which lie hid in
eternity, approach nearer to him every moment, and
will be prefent with him in their full weight and mea-
fure, as much as thofe pains and pleafures which he
feels at this very inftant. For this reafon he is care-
ful to fecure to himfelf that which is the proper happk
nefs of his nature, and the ultimate defign of his being.
He carries his thoughts to the end of every adtion, and
confiders the moft diftant ag well as the moft immedi-
ate effe@s of it.  He fuperfedes every little profpect of
gain and advantage which offers itfelf here, if he does
not find it confiftent with his views of an hereafter.
In a word, his hopes.are full of immertality, his fchemes

s are
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are large and glorious, and his conduét fuitable to one
who knows his true intereft, and how to purfue it by
proper methods. :

T have, in this eflay upon Difcretion, confidered it
both as an accomplifhment and as a virtue, and have
therefore deferibed it in its full extent ; not only as it
is converfant about worldly affairs, but 2s it regards our
whole exiftence 3 not only as it is the guide of a mor-
tal creature, but as it is in general, the diretor of a
reafonable being. It is in this light that Difcretion is
reprefented by the wife man, who fometimes mentions
it under the name of Diferetion, and fometimes under
that of Wifdom. It is indeed (as defcribed in the Jat-
ter part of this paper) the greateft wifdom, but at the
fame time in thc power of every one to attain. Its
advantages are infinite, but its acquifition ealy ; or, to
fpeak of her in the words of the Apocryphal writer
whom T quoted in my laft Baturday’s Paper, ¢« 'Wif-
¢ dom is glorious ; and never fadeth away, yet the is
¢ ealily feen of them that love her, and found of
$¢ fuch asfeck her. She preventeth them that defire
¢ her, in making herfelf firft known unto them. He
“ that fecketh her early, fhall have no great travel; for
¢ he fhall find her fitting at his doors. To think there-
¢ fore upon her is perfeftion of wifdom, and whofo

watcheth ‘for her fhall quickly be without care.
For:fhe goeth about feeking fuch as are worthy of
her, flieweth herfelf fayourably unto them'in the
ways, and meeteth them in every thought.”

{11
ik
L2
(13

Tucfday,
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Tuefday, November 20, 1711%.
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Theocr, Idyl. iii. 24,

¢ Wretch that J am | ah, whither fhall I go?

¢ Will you not hiear me, nor regard my woe ?
Tl ftrip and throw me from yon rock {o high,
« Where Olpis fits to watch the fcaly fry.

¢ Should I be drown’d, or ’fcape with life away,
¢ If cur'd of love, you, tyrant, would be gay.”

F N my laft Thurfday’s Paper, I made mention of a

place called The Lover’s Leap, which I find has
raifed a great curiofity among feveral of my correfponde«
ents. I there told them that this leap was ufed to be
taken from a promontory of Leucas. This Leucas was
formerly a part of Acarnania, being joined to it by a
narrow neck of land, which the fea has by length of
time overflowed and wafhed away ; fo that at prefent
Leucas is divided from the continent, and is a little
iland in the Ionian fea, The promentory of this
ifland, from whence the Jover took his leap, was for-
merly called Leucate. If the reader has a mind to
know both the ifland and the promontory by their mo-
dern titles, he will find in his map the ancient ifland
of Leucas under the name of St Mauro, and the an-
cient promontory of Leucate under the name of The
Cape of St Mauro.

Since I am engaged thus far in antiquity, I muft ob-
ferve that Theocritus in'the motto prefixed to my Pa.
per, deferibes one of his defpairing thepherds addref-
fing himfelf to his miftrefs after the following manner:
¢ Alas! What will become of me | Wretch that I

v . *No. 227. “ am!
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€ am! Will you not hear me? I'll throw off my cloathes,
¢ and take a leap into that part of the fea which is fo
% much frequented by Olphis the fitherman. And
¢ though I fhould efcape with my life, I know you
“ will be pleafed with it.” I fhall leave it with the
Criticks to determine whether the place; which this
{hepherd fo particularly points out, was not the above-
mentioned Leucate, or at leaft {fome other Lover’s
Leap, which was fuppofed to have had the fame effect.
I cannot believe, as all the interpreters do, that the
fhepherd means nothing farther here than that hLe
would drown himfelf, fince he reprefents the iffue of
his leap as doubtful, by adding, that if he fhould ef-
cape with life, he knows his miftrefs would be pleafed
with it; which is, according to our interpretation, that
the would rejoice any way to get rid of a lover who was
fo ttoublefome to her.

After this fhort preface, T fhall prefent my reader
with fome letters which I have received upon this fub-
je&. The firft is fent me by a phyfician.

Mr SPECTATOR,

f THE Lover’s Leap, which you mention in your
£ 223d paper, was generally, I believe, a very efe
¢ fectual cure for love, and not only for love, but for
¢ all other evils. In fhort, Sir, I am afraid it was fuch
¢ a leap as that which Hero took to get rid of her paf=
¢ fion for Leander. A man is in no danger of break«
¢ ing his heart, who breaks his neck to prevent it.
¢ I know very well the wonders which ancient authors
¢ relate concerning this leap ; and in particular, that
¢ very many perfons who tried it, efcaped not only
# with their lives but their limbs. Ifby this means they
¢ got rid of their love, though it may in part be afcri-
¢ bed to the reafons you give for it ; why may not we
¢ fuppofe that the cold bath into which they plunged
£ themfelves had alfo fome fhare in their cure? A
¢ leap into the fea or into any creek of falt waters, very
¢ often gives a new motion to the fpirits, and a new
¢ turn to the blood ; for which reafon we preferibe it

¢ in
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in diftempers which no other medicine will reach. I
could produce a quotation out of a very venerable
author, in which the frenzy produced by love is
compared to that which is produted by the biting of
a mad dog. But as this comparifon is a little too
coarfe for your Paper, and might look as if it were
cited to ridicule the author who has made ufe of its
I fhall only hint at it, and defire you to confider
whether, if the frenzy produced by thefe two differ-
ent caufes be of the fame nature, it mny not proper-
ly be cured by the fame means.

*Iam,SIR,
¢ Your moft humble fervant,

¢ and Well-wifher,
¢ Ascurarius.

¢ Mr SpecTATOR,

I AM a young woman croffed in love. My ftory

is very long and melancholy. To give you the
heads of it : A young gentleman, after having made
his applications to me for three years together, and
filled my head with a thoufand dreams of happinefs,
fome few days fince married another. Pray tell me
in what part of the world your promontory lies,
which you call The Lover’s Leap, and whether one
may go to it by land ? But, alas, I am afraid it has
loft its virtue, and that a woman of our times would
find no more relief in taking fuch a leap, than in
finging an Hymn to Venus. So that I muft cry out
with Dido in Dryden’s Virgil :

¢ Ah! cruel heaven, that made no cure for love !

¢ Your difconfolate fervant, .
¢ ATRENAIS?

¢ MisTER SP!CT&TUR,

MY heart is fo full of lofes and paffions for Mrs
el

Gwinifrid, and fhe is fo pettith and over-run
¢ with
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with cholers againft me, that if I had the good hap-
pinefs to have my dwelling (which is placed by my
creat-cranfather upon the pottom of an hill) no far~
ther diftance but twenty mile from the Lofer’s Leap,
I'would indeed endeafour to preak my neck upon it
on purpofe. Now good Mifter SeicraTur of Creat
Pritain, you muft know it, there is in Caernarvan-
fhire a very pig mountain, the clory of all Wales,
which is named Penmainmaure, and you muft alfo
know, it is no great journey on foot for me; but the
road is ftony and bad for fhooes: Now, there is u=
pon the forehead of this mountain a very high rock,
(like a parith fteeple) that cometh a huge deal over
the fea; fo when I am in my melancholies, and I
do throw myfelf from it, I do defire my fery good
friend to tell me in his Spictatur, if I fhall be cure of
my griefous lofes; for there is the fea clear as glafs,
and as creen as the leek. Then likewifeif I be drown,
and preak my neck, if Mrs Gwinifrid will not lofe
me afterwards. Pray be fpeedy in your anfwers, for
I am in creat hafte, and it is my tefires to do my pu-
finefs without lofs of time. I remain with cordial
affections, your ever lofing friend,

¢ DavyTH AP SHENKYN.

1
€
€
1
¢
€
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¢ P. S. My law-fuits have:brought me to London,

but I have loft my caufes ; and {fo have made my re-
¢ folutions to go down and leap before the frofts beging
¢ for I am apt to take colds.’

Ridicule, perhaps, is a better expedient againft love
than fober advice, and I am of opinion, that Hudibras
and Don Quixote may be as effettual to cure the ex-
travagancies of this paffion, as any of the old philofo«
phers. I fhall therefore publifth very {peedily the tran-
flation of a little Greek manufcript, which is fent me
by a learned friend. It appears to have been a piecg
of thofe records which were kept in the temple of A-
pollo, that ftood upon the premontory of Leucate. The
reader will find it to be a {ummary account of feveral

Vor. II, T perions
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perfons who tried the Lover’s Leap, and of the fuccefs
they found init Astherefeem to be in it fome anachron-
ifms and deviations from the ancient orthography, I
am not wholly fatisfied myfelf that it is authentic, and
not rather the production of one of thofe Grecian fo-
phifters, who have impofed upon the world feveral fpu-
rious works of this nature. I {peak this by way of
precaution, becaufe I know there are feveral writers,
of uncommon erudition, who would not fail to expofe
my ignorance, if they caught me tripping in a matter
of o great moment.

Thurfday, November 22, 1711%.

Spirat adbuc amor,
Vivuntque commiffi calores

LEohe fidibus puelle. Hor. 4. Od. ix. ro.

¢ Nor Sappho’s amorous flames decay,
¢ Her living fongs preferve their charming art,
¢« Her ¢ verfe’ ftill breathes the paffions of her heart.”
Francrs.

AMeng‘ the many famous pieces of antiquity which
are ftill to be {féen at Rome, there is thé trunk of a
ftatue which has'loft the arms, legs, and head ; but dif~
covers fuch an exquifite workmanfhip in what remains
of it, that Michael Angelo declared he had learned his
whole art from it. Indeed he ftudied it fo attentively,
that he made moft of his fiatues, and even his pictures
in that gufto, to make ufe of the Italian phrafe; for
which reafon this maimed ftatue is {till called Michael
Angelo’s School.

A fragment of Sappho, which I defign for the fub-
je€t of this Paper, is in as great reputation among the
poets and critics, as the mutilated figure abovemention-
ed is among the {taruaries and painters. Several of our
countrymen, and Mr Dryden in particular, feem very

* No. 229, often
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often to have copied after it in their dramatic writings,
and in their poems upon love.

‘Whatever might have been the occafion of this Ode,
the Englifh reader will enter into the beauties of it, if
he fappofes it to have been written in the perfon of a
lover fitting by his miftrefs. 1T fhall fet to view three
different copies of this beautiful original : The firft is
a tranflation by Catullus, the fecond by Monfieur Boi-
leau, and the laft by a gentleman whofe tranflation of

the ¢ Hymn to Venus” has been fo defervedly admi-
ol

Ad LESBIAM.

dlle w7 par effe Deo videtur
dlle, fi fas ety fupevare Dives,
Qui fedens adverfus identidem te
Spectat, & amf;t

Dulce videntem s .mifero quod omnis
Liripit fenfus mibi: nam fimul te,
Lefbia, adfpexi, nibil eff fuper m7
Quod loquar amens.

Lingua fed torpet : tenuis fub artus

Flamma dimanat : fonitu_fuspte

Tinniunt aures : gemina téguntur
Lumina noéle.

My learned reader will know very well the reafon
why one of thefe verfes is printed in Roman letters 3
and if he compares this tranflation with the original,
will find that the three firft ftanzas are rendered almoft
word for word, and mnot only with the fame elegance,
but with the fame fhort turn of expreflion which is fo
remarkable in the Greek, and fo peculiar to the Sap-
phic Ode. I cannot imagine for what reafon Madam
Dacier has told us, thatthis Ode of Sappho is preferved
entire in Longinus, fince it is manifelt to any one who
looks into that author’s quotation of it, that there muft
at leaft have been another ftanza, which is not tranf-
mitted to us.

it The
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~ The fecond tranflation of this fragment which I
fhall here cite, is that of Monfieur Boileau.

Heureux ! qui pres de toiy pour toi feule foupive :
O jouit du plaifiv de Lentendre parier :

Dt te voit quelquefois doucement lui fourire.

Les Dieux, dans fon bonheury peuvent-ils legaler ?

Fe feris de weine en weine une [ubtile flamme
Courir par tout mon corps, fi-tot que fe te vois :
Et dan; les doux tranfports, ou s'egare mon ame,
Fe ne feaurois trovver de langue, ni de woix.

Un nuage confus [e repand fur ma vuz,

e w'entens plus, je tombe en de douces langeurs 5
Lt pale, fans haleine, interdite, eperdue,
Un friffon me faifity je tremble, je me meurs.

The Reader will {ee that this is rather an imitation
than a tranflation. The circumftances do not lie {o
thick together, and follow one another with that ve-
hemence and emotion as in the original. In fhort, Mon-
fieur Boileau has given us all the poetry, but not all
the paffion of this famous fragment. I fhall, in the
laft place, prefent my reader with the Englifh tranfla-

.’ tion.
‘ I

¢ Bleft as th’ immortal Gods is he,

¢ The youth who fondly fits by thee,

¢ And hears and {fees thee all the while

¢ Softly fpeak and fweetly {mile.

8
% "Twas this depriv’d my foul of reft,

¢ And raig’d fuch tumults in my breaft :
¢ For while I gaz'd in tranfport toft,

% My breath was gone, my voice was loft :

o0 1 5
¥ My bofom glow'd ; the fubtle flame
¢ Ran quick through all my vital frame ;
: ; * Oler
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5 O’er my dim eyes a darknefs hung ;

“ My ears with hollow murmurs rung.
Iv.

¢ In dewy damps my limbs were chill’d ;

“ My blood with gentle horrors thrill'd ;

“ My feeble pulfe forgot to play;
¢ 1 fainted, funk, and dy’d away.”

Inftead of giving any charatter of this laft tranflation,
I fhall defire my learned reader to look into the criti-
cifims which Longinus has made upon the original. By
that means he will know to which of the tranflations
he ought to give the preference, I fhall only add, that
this tranflation is written in the very {pirit of Sappho,
and as near the Greek as the genius of our language
will poflibly fuffer.

Longinus has obferved that this defcription of love
in Sappho is an exaét copy of nature, and that all the
circumftances which follow one another in fuch an
hurry of fentiments, notwithftanding they appear re-
pugnant to each other, are really fuch as happen in the
phrenzies of love.

I wonder, that not one of the critics or editors,
through whofe hands this Ode has paffed, has taken
occafion from it to mention a circumftance related by
Plutarch. That author, in the famous ftory of Antio-
_chus, who fell in love with Stratonice, his mother-in-
law, and (not daring to difcover his paflion) pretended
to be confined to his bed by ficknefs, tells us, that Era-
fiftratus, the phyfician, found out the nature of his dif=
temper by thofe fymptoms of love which he had learnt
from Sappho’s writings. Stratonice was in the room
of the love-fick prince when thofc fymptoms difcover-
ed themfelves to his phyfician; and it is probable,
that they were not very different from thofe which
Sappho here defcribes in a lover fitting by his miftrefs.
The Story of Antiochus is fo well known, that I need
not add the fequel of it, which has no relation ta my
prefent {ubjeét,

Saturday,
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Satsrday, November 24, 1711 %

O Puder! O Pm'a.r

¢ O modefty | O piety!”

Qoking over the letters which I have lately recei-
L ved from my correlpondents, I met with the fol-
lowing one, which is written with fuch a {pirit of po-
litenefs, that I could not but be very much pleafed with
it myfelf, and queftion not but it will be as acceptable
to the reader.

¢ Mr SPECTATOR,

YOU who are no firanger to public aﬁémbhes,
cannot but have obferved the awe they often
# firike on fuch as are obliged to exert any talent be-
¢ fore them. This is a fort of clegant diftrels, to which
¢ ingenious minds are the moft liable, and may there-
& fore deferve fome remarks in your Paper. Many 2
¢ brave fellow, who has put his enemy to flight in the
¢ fizld, has been in the utmoft diforder upon making 2
¢ {peech before-a body of his friends at home. One
¢ would think there was fome kind of fafcination in the
¢ cyos of a large circle of people, when darting altoge-
¢ ther upon one perfen. I have feen a new actor in a
5 gcdy fo bound up by it as to be fcarce able to
5 -:_.La}-; or move, and have expected he would have
¢ died above three ats before the dagger or cup of
¢ poifon were brought in, It would not be amifs, if
¢ {iich an’one were at firlt introduced as a ghoft, or a
¢ liatoe, until he recovered his fpirits, and grew fit for

iome 1 wng part.
¢ Ag this fadden defertion of one’s felf fhews a dif-
s fidence, which is not difpleafing, it implies at the

¢ fame time the greateft refpect to an audience that can
#No, 231, “be.
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¢ be. It isa fort of mute eloguence, which pleads for
their favour much better than words could do; and
we find their generofity naturally moved to fupport
thofe who are in fo much perplexity to entertain
them. I was extremely pleafed with a late in-
ftance of this kind at the Opera of Almahide, in the
encouragement given to a young finger, whofe more
than ordinary concern on her firft appearance, re-
commended her no lefs than her agreeable voice, and
juft performance. Meer bafthfulnefs without merit
is aunkward ; and merit without modefty, infolent.
But modeft merit has a double claim to acceptance,
and generally meets with as many patrons as be-
holders.

M " R oA A A A B A A A AR

¢ Tam &c?

Tt is impofiible that a perfon fhould exert himfelf to
advantage in an aflembly, whether it be his part either
to fing or fpeak, who lies under too great oppreflions
of Modefty. I remember, upon talking with a friend
of mine concerning the force of pronunciation, our dif=
courfe led us into the enumeration of the feveral or-
gans of {peech which an orator ought to have in per-
feftion, as the tongue, the teeth, the lips, the nofe, the
palate; and the windpipe. Upon which, fays my friend,
you have omitted the moft material organ of them ali,
and that is the forechead. ~

But notwithftanding an excefs of modefty obftrudts
the tongue, and renders it unfit for its offices, a due
proportion of it is thought {o requifite to an orator,
that rhetoricians have recommended it to their difci-
plég as a particular in their art. Cicero tells us, that
he'pever liked an orator, who did not appear in fome
littg confufion at the beginning of his {peech, and con-
fefles that-he himfelf never entered upon an oration
without trembling and concern. It is indeed a kind"
of deference which is due to a great aflembly, and fel-
dom fails to raife a benevolence in the audience to-
wards the perfon who fpeaks. My correfpondent has
taken notice that the braveft men often appear timo-
rous on thefe occafions, as indeed we may obferve, that
there
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there is generally no creature more impudent than 3
coward.

-Lingna melior, fed frigida bello
Dextera Virg. An. xi. 338.

¢ Bold at the council board ;
But cautious in the field, he ihunn’d the fworcL”

DgrYDEN.

A bold tongue and a feeble arm are the qualifications
of Drances in Virgil; as Homer, to exprefsa man both
timorous and faucy, makes vie of a kind of point,
which is very rarely to be met with in his writings;
namely; that he had the eyes of 2 dog, but the heart
of a deer.

A juit and reafonable modefty does not only recom-
mend eloquence, but fets off every great talent which
a man can be poflefied of. It heightens all the virtues
which it accompaniés ; like the fhades in paintings, it
raifes and rounds every figure, and makes the colours
more beautiful, though not fo glaring as they would be
without it.

Modefty is not only an ornament, but alfo a guard
to virtue. It is a kind of quick and delicate feeling in
the foul, which makes her thrink and withdraw her-
felf from every thing that has danger in it. K is fuch
an exquifite , fendibility, as warns her to fhun the firft
appearance of every thing which is hurtful.

I cannot at prefent recollect either the place or time
of what I am going to mention; but I have read fome-
where inthe hiftory of ancient Greece, that the women
of the country were feized with an unaccountable me-
lanchely, which difpofed {everal of them to make away
with themfelves. The fenate, after having tried many
expedients to prevent this felf-murder, which was fo
frequent among them, publifthed an edict, That ifany
woman whatever fhould lay viclent hands upon herfelf,
her corps fhould be expofed naked in the fireet, and
dragged about the city in the moft public manner. This

edict immediately put a ftop to the praétice which was
: before
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before fo common.  We may fee in this inftance the
firength of female modefty, which was able to over-
come the violence even of madnefs and defpair. The
fear of fhame in the fair fex, was in thofe days more
prevalent than that of death.

If modefty has fo great an influence over our actions,
and is in many cafes {o impregnable a fence to virtue ;
what can more undermine morality than that polite-
nefs which reigns among the unthinking part of man-
kind, and treats as unfathionable the moft ingenuous
part of our behaviour 3 which recommends impudence
as good breeding, mnd keeps a man always in counte,
nance, not becaufe he is mmnocent, but becaufe he is
fhamelefs ?

Seneca thought modefty fo great a check to vice,
that he preferibes to us the praétice of it in fecret, and
advifes us to raife it in ourfclves upon imaginary occa-
fions, when fuch as are real do not offer themfelves;
for this is the meaning of his precept, That when we
are by ourfelves, and in our greateft folitudes, we
ihould fancy that Cato ftands before us and fees every
thing we do. In fhort, if you banith modefty out of
the world, fhe carrics away with her-half the virtue
that is in it, -

After thefe refleftions on modefty, as it is a virtue ;
I muft obferve, that there is a vicious modefty, which
juftly deferves to be ridiculed, and which thofe perfons
very often difcover, who value themfelves moft upon a
well-bred confidence, This happens when a man is
athamed to aét up to his reafon, and would not upon
any confideration be furprifed in the praétice of thofe
duties, for the perfermance of which he was fent into
the world. Many an impudent libertine would blufh
to be caught in a ferious difcourfe, and would fcarce
be able to fhew his head, after baving difclofed a re-
ligious thought. Decency of behaviour, all outward
{hew of virtue, and abhorrence of vice, are carefully a-
voided by this fet of {hame-faced people, as what wonld

- difparage their gaiety of temper, and infallibly bring
them to difhonour. This is fuch a poornefs of fpirit,
fuch a defpicable cowardice, fuch a degenerate abje&t

Vou. I, UVu {tate
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ftate of mind, as one would think human nature inca«
pable of, did we not meet with frequent inftances of it
in ordinary converfation.

There is another kind of vicious modefty which
makes 2 man athamed of his perfon, his birth, his pro-
feffion, his poverty, or the like misfortunes, which it
was not in his choice to prevent, and is not in his pow-
er to redtify. If a man appears ridiculous by any of
the aforementioned circumitances, he becomes much
more fo by being out of countenance for them. - They
fhould rather give him occafion to exert a noble fpirit,
and to palliate thofe imperfe@ions which are not in
his power, or by thofe perfe&ions which are; or, to
ufe a very witty allufion of an eminent author, he
{hould imitate Czefar, who, becaufe his head was bald,
covered that defect with laurels.

Tuefday, November 27, 1711%.

Tanquam bec fint noftri medicina furoris,
Aut Deus ille malis honinum mitefiere difeat.
Virg, Eccl. x. 6o,

€ As if by thefe my fufferings [ could eafe,
 Or by my pains the God of Love appeafe.”
Drypen.

Shall, in this paper, difcharge myfelf of the promife

I have made to the public, by obliging them with

2 tranflation of the little Greek manufeript, which is
faid to have been 2 piece of thofe records that were pre-
ferved in the temple of Apollo upon the promontory
of Leucate. It is a fhort hiftory of the Lover's Leap,
and is infcribed, “ An account of perfons, male and
« female, who offered up their vows in the Temple of
s¢ the Pythian Apollo in the forty-fixth Olympiad, and
% Jeaped from the Promontory of Leucate into the lo~
*No, 233 “ nian
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¢ nian Sea, in order to cure themfelves of the paflion
% of Love.”

This account is very dry in many parts, as only men-
tioning the name of the lover who leaped, the perfon
he leaped for, and relating, in fhort, that he was either
cured, or killed, or maimed by the fall. It indeed
gives the names of fo many who died by it, that
it would have looked like a bill of mortality, had I
tranflated it at full length; I have therefore made an
abridgement of it, and only extracted fueh particular
paffages as have fomething extraordinary, cither in the
cafe, or in the cure, or in the fate of the perfon who is
mentioned in it. After this thort preface, take the ac-
count as follows.

Battus, the fon of Menalcas the Sicilian, leaped for
Bombyca the mufician : got rid of his paffion with th.c
lofs of his right leg and arm, which were brakcn i3
the fall.

Meliffa, in love with Daphnis; very much brmfs,d
but efcaped with life.

Cynifca, the wife of Zfchines, being in love with
Liycus ; and Achines, her hufband, being in lové with
Euyrilla ; (which had made this married couple very un-
cafy to one another for feveral years) both the huiband
and the wife took the leap by confent ; they both of
them efcaped, and have lived very happily together
ever {ince.

Lariffa, a virgin of Theflaly, deferted by Plexippus,
after a courtthip of three years ; fhe ftood upon the
brow of the promontory for fome time, and after ha-
ving thrown down a ring, a bracelet, and a little pic-
ture, with other prefents which fthe had received from
-Plexippus, fhe threw herfelf into the fea, and was ta-
ken up alive.

N. B. Larifia, before fhe leaped, made an offering
of a filver Cupid in the temple of Apollo.

Sima:tha, in love with Daphnis the Mydian, perith-
ed in the fall.

Charixus, the brother of Sappho, in love with Rho-
dope the courtefan, having fpent his whole eftate upon
her, was advifed by his fifter to Jeap in the beginning

Uua of
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of his amour, but would not hearken to her until he
was reduced to his laft talent ; being forfaken by Rho-
dope, at length refolved to take the leap. Perifhed m it.

ZEridzus, a beautiful youth of Epirus, in love with
Praxinoe, the wife of Thefpis, efcaped without damage,
faving only that two of his foreteeth were firuck out,
and his nofe a little flatted.

Cleora, a widow of Ephefus, being inconfolable for the
death of her hufband, was refolved to take this leap
in order to get rid of her pafiion for his memory; but be-
ing arrived at the promontory, the there met with Dim-
machus the Miletian, and after a fhort converfation
with him, laid afide the thonghts of her leap, and mar<-
ried him in the temple of Apollo.

N. B. Her widow’s weeds are ftill feen hanging up-
« in the weltern corner of the temple.

Olphis, the fitherman, having received a box on the
car, from Theftylis the day before, and being determi-.
ned to have no mere to do with her, leaped and efca-
ped with life.

Atalanta, an old maid, whafe cruelty had feveral
years before driven two or three de{'p.; iring lovers to
this leap ; being now in the fifty-fifth year of her age,
and in love with an officer of Sparta, broke her neck
in the fall. :

Hipparchus, being paffionately fond ofhis own wife,.
who was enamoured of Bathyllus, leaped, and died of
Lis fall 5 ‘upon which his wife married her gallant.

Tettyx, the dancing-mafter, in love with Olympiz
an Athenian matron, threw himfelf from the rock with
great agility, but was crippled in the fall.

Diagoras, the ufurer, in love with his cook-maid ; ke
peeped feveral times over the precipice, but his heart
milyiving him;, he west back, and married her that
evening. _ ; .

Cinxdus, after having entered his own name in the
Pythian records, being afked the name of the perfon
whom he leaped for, and being afhamed to difcover it,
he was fet afide, and not fuffered to leap.

- Eunica, 2 maid of Paphos, aged nineteen, in love
with Hurybates. Turt in the fall, but recovered.

NI B, This was the {econd time of her leaping.

Hefperus,
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Hefperus, a young man of Tarentum, in love with
his mafter’s daughter. Drowned, the boats not coming
in foon enough to his relief.

Sappho, the Lefbian, in love with Phaon, arrived at
the temple of Apollo, habited like a bride in garments
as white as fnow. She wore a garland of myrtle on her
head, and carried in her hand the little mufical inftrn-
ment of her own invention. After having fung an
hymn to Apollo, {he hung up her garland on one fide
of his altar, and her harp on the other. She then
tucked up her veftments, like a Spartan \1rgm, and a-
midft thoufands of fpedtators, who were anxious for
her fafety, and offered up vows for her deliverance,
marched dlrefﬂy forwards to the utmoft fummit of the
promontory, where, after having repeated a ftanza of
her own verfes, which we could not hear, fhe threw
herfelf off the rock with fuch an intrepidity as was ne-
ver before obferved in any who had attempted that
d:mwei ous leap. Many who were prefent related, that
thcy faw her fall into the {ea, from whence fthe never
rofe again ; though there were others who affirmed,
that fhe never came to the bottom of her leap, but that
fhe wag changed into a fivan as fhe fell, and that they
faw her hovering in the air under that fhape. But
whether or no the whitenefs and fluttering of her gar-
ments might not deceive thofe who looked upon her,
or whether fhe might not really be metamorphofed into
that mufical and melancholy bird, is ftill a doubt among
the Ledbians.

Alcaens, the famous Lyric poet, who had for fome

time been paffionately in love with qupho, arrived at
the prom.'.mtory of Leucate that very evening, in or-
der to take the leap upon her account; but hearing
that Sappho had been there before hun, and that her
body could be no where found, he very generoufly la-
mented her fall, and is faid to have written his hun-
dred and twenty-fifth Ode upon that occafion.

Leaped in this Olympiad 250.
Males i
Females 126
Cured
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: ..« Cured 220
Males 5r
Females 69

T hurfday, November 29, 1711 ¥,

-

.Pg}ﬁm’ ares
Vincentem flrepitus

Hor. Ars. Poet. v. 81,

% Awes the tumultuous noifes of the pit.”
RoscomMON,

Here is nothing which lies more within, the pro-

. vince of a Spetator than public thows and di-
verfions ; and as among thefe there are none which
can pretend to vie with thofe elegant entertainments
that are exhibited in our theatres, I think it particular-
ly incumbent on me to take notice of every thing that
is remarkable in fuch.numerous and refined aflemblies.
It is obferved, that of late years there has been a
certain perfon in the upper gallery of the play-lioufe,
who, when he is pleafed with any thing that is acted
upon the ftage, exprefles his approbation by a loud
knock upon the benches or the wainfcot, which may
be heard over the whole theatre. The perfon is com-
monly known by the name of the ¢¢ Trunk-maker in
¢ the upper gallery.” Whether it be that the blow he
gives on thefe occafions refembles that which is often
heard in the fhops of fuch artifans, or that he was fup-
pofed to have been a real trunk-maker, who, after the
finithing of his day’s work, ufed to unbend his mind
at thefe public diverfions with his hammer in his hand,
T cannot certainly tell. There are fome, I know, who
. have bzen foolith encugh to imagine it is a fpirit-which
haunts the upper gallery, and from time to time makes
thofe firange noifes; and the rather becaufe he is ob-
' *No.235: ferved
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ferved to be louder than ordinary every time the ghoft
of Hamlet appears. Others have reported, that it is a
dumb man, who has chofen this way of uttering him-
felf when he is tranfported with any thing he fees or
hears. Others will have it to be the playhoufe thun.
derer, that exerts himfelf after this manner in the
npp;r gallery, when he has nothing to do upon the
roof.

But having made it my bufinefs to get the beft in-
formation I could in a matter of this moment, I find
that the trunk-maker, as he is commonly called, is 2
large black man, whom nobody knows. He generally
leans forward on a huge oaken plant with great atten-
tion to every thing that pafles upon the ftage. He is
never feen to fmile ; but upon hearing any thing that
pleafes him, he takes up his fiaff’ with both hands,
and lays it upon the next piece of timber that {tands
in his way with exce<ding vehemence : after which, he
compofes him(elf in his former pofture, 4l fuch time
as fomething new fets him again at work.

It has been obferved, his blow is fo well timed, that
the moft judicious critic could never exeept againft it,
As foon as any f{hining thought is exprefied in the poet,
or any uncommon grace appears in the aftor, he fmites
the bench or wainfcot. It the audience does not con-
cur with him; he finites a fecond time, and if the av-
dicnce is not yet awaleened, looks round him with great
wrath, and repeats the blow a third time, which never
fails to produce the clap. Ie fometimes lets the au-
dience begin the clap of themfelves, and at the conclu-
fion of their applaufe ratifies it with a fingle thwack.

He is of {o great ufe to the play-houf®, that it is faid
a former direéior of it, upon his not being abie to pay
his attendance by reafon of ficknefs, kept one in pay to
officiate for him until fuch time as he recovered 3 but
the perfon fo employed, though he laid about Kimith

ineredible violence, did it in fuch wrong places that

the audience foon found out that it was not their old =

friend the trunk-maker,
It has been remarked, that he has not yet exerted
him{eif with vigour this feafon. Ie fometimes plies
at

-
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at the opera; and upon Nicolini’s firft appearance,
was faid to have demolithed three benches in the fury
of his applaufe. He has broken half a dozen oaken
plants upon Dogget, and feldom goes away from a tra-
gedy of Shakefpeare, without leaving the wainfcot exe
tremely fhattered.

The players do not only connive at his obftreperous
approbation, but very chearfully repair at their own
coft whatever damages he makes. They had once a
thought of erefting a kind of wooden anvil for his ufe,
that thould be made of a very founding plink, in or-
der to render his firokes more deep and mellow; but as
this might not have been diftinguithed from the mufic
of a kettle drum, the projet was laidiafide.

In the mean while, I cannet but take nctice of the
great ufe it is to an audience, that a perfon {fhould thus
prefide over their heads like the direétor of a concert,
in order to awaken their attention, and beat time to
their applaufes ; or, to raife my fimile, I have fome-
times fancied the trunk-maker in the upper gallery to
be like Virgil's ruler of the winds, feated on the top
of a mountain, whoe, when he ftruck his fceptre upon
the fide of it, roufed an hurricane, and fet the whole
€avern in an uproar.

It is certain, the trunk-maker has faved many a good
play, and brought many a graceful acfor into reputa-
tion, who would not otherwile have been taken notice
of. It is very vifible, as the audiente is not a little a-
bathed, if they find themfelves betrayed into 2 clap,
when their friend in the upper gallery does not come
nto it 3 fo the actors do not valne themfelves upon the
dap bnt rr‘s;"rd it as a mere brutum fulmen, or empty
fioife, when it has not the found of the oaken plant in
it. I know it has been given out by thefe who are e-
nemies to the trunk-maker, that he has fometimes been
bribed to be in the interclt of a bad poet, cr a viclous
plaver ; but this is a furmife which has no foundation :
his frokes are always jufty and his admonitions feafon-

.able s he does not deal about his blows at random,
But always hits the right nail apon thehead. The inex-
preflible force wherewith he lays them on, fufficiently

thew



SPECTATOR. 345

{hews the evidence and firength of its conviCtion. His
zeal for a good author is indeed outrageous, and breaks
down every fence and partition, every board and plank,
that ftands within the expreflion of his applaufe.

As I do not care for terminating my thoughts ‘in
barren fpeculations, or in report of pure matter of fact,
without drawing fomcthing from them for the advan-
tage of my countrymen, I fhall take theliberty to.
make an humble propofal, that whenever the trunk-
maker fhall depart this life, or whenever he {hall have
loft the fpring of his arm by ficknefs, old age, infirmi-
ty, or the like, fome able-bodied critic fhould be ad-
vanced to this poft, and have a competent falary fettled
on him for life, to be furnifhed with bamboos for ope-~
ras, crabtree-cudgels for comedies, and oaken plants
for tragedy, at the public expence. And to the end
that this place fhould be always difpofed of according
to merit, I would have none preferred to it, who has
not given convincing proofs both of a found judgment
and a ftrong arm, and who could not, npon occafion,
either knock (lown an ox, or write a comment upon
Horace’s Art of Poetry. In fhort, I would have him
a due compofition of Hercules and Apollo, and fo right:
ly qualified for this important office, that the trunk.
maker may not be miffed by our pofterity.

Saiurday, December 1, 1711*.

Vifu carentem magna pars verilatet. Senecain (Edip,

¢ They that are dim of fight, fee truth by halves.”

T is very refonable to believe, that part of the plea-

' I fure which happy minds fhall enjoy in a future Ratc,
will arife from an enlarged contemplation of the di-
vine wifdom in the government of the world, and
difcovery of the fecret and amazing fteps of Providence,
Wor. i o Ex N6 237, * from
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from the beginning to the end of time. Nothing feems
to be an entertainment more adapted to the nature of
man, if we confider that curiofity is one of the firong-
eft and moft lafting appetites impianted in us, and that
admiration is one of our moft pleafing paffions ; and
what a perpetual fucceffion of enjoyments will be af-
forded to both thefe, ina {cene fo large and various as
fhall then be laid open to our view in the fociety of
fuperior {pirits, who perhaps will join with us in o de-
lightful a profpect!

It is not impoffible, on the contrary, that part ofthe
punifhment of fuch as are excluded from blifs, may
confift not only in their being denied this privilege, but
in having their appetites at the fame time vaftly in-
creafed, without any fatisfaction afforded to them. In
‘thefe, the vain purfuit of knowledge fhall, perhaps, add
to their infelicity, and bewilder them into labyrinths of
error, darknefs, diftraltion, and uncertainty of every
thing but their own evil ftate. Milton has thus repre-
fented the fallen angels reafoning together in a kind
of refpite from their torments, and creating to them.
felves a new difquiet amidft their very amufements; he
could not properly have defcribed the fports of con-
demned fpirits, without that caft of horror and me-
lancholy he has {o judicioufly mingled with them.

¢ Others apart fat on a hill retir’d,

¢ In thoughts more elevate, and reafon’d high
¢ Of providence, foreknowledge, will, ?pd fate,
¢ Fixt fate, free-will, foreknowledge abfolute,
“ And found no end, in wandering mazes loft.”

In our prefent condition, which is a middle ftate,
our minds are, as it were, chequered with truth and
falfehood ; and as our faculties are narrow, and our
views imperfed, it is impoflible but our curiofity muft
meet with many repulfes. The bufinefs of mankind in
this life being rather to a¢t than to know, their por-
tion of knowledge is dealt to them accordingly.

From hence it is, that the reafon of the inquifitive
has fo long been exercifed with difficulties, in account-

ing
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ing for the promifcuous diftribution of good and evil
to the virtuous and the wicked in this world, From
hence come all thofe pathetic complaints of fo many
tragical events, which happen to the wife and the good ;
and of fuch furprifing profperity, which is often the
ot of the guilty and the foolifh, that reafon is fome-
times puzzled, and at a lofs what to pronounce upon
fo myiterious a difpenfation.

Plato expreiles his abhorrence of fome fables - f the
poets, which feem to refleét on the Gods as the authors
of injuftice ; and lays it down as a principle, That
whatever is permitted to befal a juft man, whether po-
verty, ficknefs, or any of thofe things which feem to
be evils, fhall either in life or death conduce to his
good, My reader will obferve how agreeable this max-
im is to what we find delivered by a greater authority.
Seneca has written a difcourfe purpofely on this fub-
ject, in which he takes pains, after the doétrine of the
Stoics, to fhew that adverfity is not in itfelf an evils
and mentions a noble faying of Demetrius, That “no-
¢ thing would be more unhappy than a man who had
 never known afflition.” He compares profperity
to the indulgence of a fond mother to a child, which
often proves his ruin ; but the affettion of the Divine
BeING to that of a wife father who would have his
fons exercifed with labour, difappointment, and pain,
that they may gather {trength and improve their forti-
tude. On this occafion, the philofopher rifes into that
celebrated fentiment, That there is not on earth a fpec-
tacle more worthy the regard of a CreATOR intent on
his works, than a brave man fuperior to his fufferings 3
to which he adds, That it muft be a pleafure to Jupi-
ter himfelf to look down from heaven, and {ee Cato
amidft the ruins of his country preferving his integ-
rity.

This thought will appear yet more reafonable, if we
confider human life as a ftate of probation, and
adverfity as the poft of honour in it, afligned often to
the beft and moft {elet fpirits.

But what [ would chiefly infift on here, is, that we
are not at prefent in a proper fituation to judge of the

Xx2 counfelg
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counfels by which Providence alts, fince but little ar-
rives at our knowledge, and even that little we difcern
imperfetly; or, according to the elegant figure in holy
writ, * We fee but in part, and as in a glafs darkly.”
It is to be confidered, that Providence in its ceconomy
regards the whole fyftcm of time and things together,
{o that we cannot difcover the beautiful conneétion be-
tween incidents which lie widely f{eparate in time, and
by lofing fo many links of the chain, our reafonings
become broken and imperfeét. Thus thofe parts of the
moral world which have not an abfolute, may yet have
a relative beauty, in refpeét of, fome other parts con-
cealed from us, but open to His eye before whom Paft,
Prefent, and To Come, are fet together in one point
of view : and thofe events, the permiffion of which
{feems now to accufe his goodnefs, may in the confum-
mation of things both magnify his goodnefs, and exalt
his wifdlom. And this is enough to check our pre-
_ iumption, fince it is in vain to apply our mealures of

regularity to matters of which we know neither the an-
tecedents nor the confequcnts, the beginning nor the
end.

T fhall relievemy readers from this abftrafted thought,
by relating here a Jewith tradition concerning Mofes,
which feems to be a kind of parable, illufirating what
I have laft mentioned. That great prophet, it is faid,
‘was called up by a voice from heaven to the top of a
mountain ; where, in a conference with the Supreme
Beine, he was admitted to propofe to him fome quef-
tions concerning his adminiftration of the univerfe. In
the midft of this divine colloquy he was commanded to
look down on the plain below. At the foot of the
mountain there iffued out a clear fpring of water, at
which a foldier alighted from his horfe to drink. He
was no fooner gone than a little boy came to the fame
place, and finding a purfe of gold which the foldier
had dropped, took it up and went away with it. Im-
mediately after this came an' infirm old man, weary
with age and travelling, and having quenched his thirft,
{at down to reft him{elf by the fide of the fpring. Thc
foldier mifling his puric returns to fearch for it, and

demands
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demands it of the old man, who affirms he had not
feen it, and appeals to heaven in witnefs of his inno-
cence. 'The foldier not believing his proteftations,
kills him. Mofes fell on his face with horror and a-
mazement, when the divine voice thus prevented his
expoftulation : ¢ Be not furprifed, Mofes, nor afk why
¢ the Judge of the whole earth has fuffered this thing
¢ to come to pafs: The child is the oceafion -that the
¢ blood of the old manis {pilt; but know, that the
¢ old man whom thou faweft, was the murderer of that
¢ child’s father.

Tucfday, December 4, 1711%.

——— Bella, boridabella! Virg. Zn. vi. 86.

Wars, horrid Wars |? DrypexN.

HAVE fometimes amufed myfelf with confidering
the feveral methods of managing a debate which
have obtained in the world.

The firft races of mankind ufe to difpute, as our or-
dinary people do now-a-days, in a kind of wild Logic,
uncultivated by rules of art.

Socrates introduced a catechetical method of argu-
ing. He would afk his adverfary queftion upon quef~
tion, until he had convinced him out of his own mouth
that his opinions were wrong. This way of debating
_ drives an enemy up into a corner, {tizes all the pafles
through which he can make an efcape, and forces him
to furrender at difcretion.

Ariftotle changed this method of attack, and invent-
ed a grest variety of little weapons, called fyllogifms.
As in the Socratic way of difpute you agree to every
thing which your opponent advances, in the Ariftote-
lic, you are ftill denying and contradicting fome part
or other of what he fays. Socrates conquers you by

¥ No. 239, ftratagem,
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firatagem, Ariftotle by force. The one takes the town
by fap, the other fword in hand.

The Univerfities of Furope, for many ycars, carried
on their debates by fyllogifm, infomuch, that we fee
the knowledge of feveral centuries laid out into objec-
tions and anfwers, and all the good fenfe of the age
cut and minced into almoft an infinitude of diftinc-
tions.

‘When our Univerfities found that there was noend
of wrangling this way, ‘they invented a kind of argu-
ment, which is not reducible to any mood or figure in
Ariftotle. ¥t was called the drgumentum Bafilinum (o-
thers write it Bacilinum, or Baculinum) which is pretty
well exprefled in our Englith word Club-Law. When
they were not able to confute their antagonift, they
knocked him down. It was their method in thefe po-
lemical debates, firft to difcharge their fyllogifms, and
afterwards to betake themfelves to their ciubs, until
fuch time as they had one way or other confounded
their gainfayers. There is in OQxford a narrow defile,
{to make vie of a military term) where the partifans
ufed toencounter ; for which reafon it {till retains the
name of Logic-Lane. I have heard an old gentleman,
a phyfician, make his boafts, that when he was a young
fellow he marched feveral times at the head of a troop
of Scotifts, and cudgelled a body of Smiglefians, half
the length of High-fireet, until they had difperfed them-
felves for fhelter into their refpeétive garrifons.

This humour, T find, went very far in Erafinus’s
time. For that author tells us, that upon the revival
of Greek letters, moft of the Univerfities in Europe
were divided into Greeiksand Trojans. The latter
were thofe who bore a mortal enmity to the language
of the Grecians, infomuch, that if they met with any
who underftoed it, they did not fail to treat him as a
foe. Brafmus himfelf had, it {feems, the misfortune to
fall into the hands of a party of T'rojans, who laid on
him with {fo many blows and buffets, that he never for-
got their hoftilitics to his dying day.

There is a way of managing an argument not much
pnlike the former, which is made u {e of by ftates and

( communities,
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communities, when they draw up a hundred thoufand
difputants on each fide, and convince one another by
dint of fword. A certain Grand Monarch was {o fen~
fible of his firength in this way of reafoning, that he
writ upon his great guns—Ratio ultima regum, The lo-
gic of Kings; but, God, be thanked, he is now pretty
well baffled at his own weapons. Whm one has to do
with a philofopher of this kind, one fhould remember
the old gentleman’s faying, who had been engaged inan
argument with one of the Roman Emperors. Upon
his friend’s telling him, that he wondered he would
give up the queftion, when he had vifibly the better of
the difpute ; * I am never athamed, fays he, to be con-
¢ futed by one who'is mafter of ﬁ&y legions,”

1 fhall but juft mention another kind of reafoning,
which may be called arguing by poi/; and another
which is of equal force, in which avagers are made nfe
of as arguments, accordmg to the celebrated line in
Hudibras.

But the moft notable way of managing a contmvcrf'y,
is that which we may call arguing by sorture. This'is
amethod of reafoning which has been made ufe of with
the poor Refugees, and which was {o fathionable in our
country during the reign of Queen Mary, that in a paf~
fage of anauthor quoted by Monfieur Bayle, it is faid
the price of wood was raifed in England, by reafon of
the executions that were made in Smithficld. Thefe
difputants convince their adverfaries with a forites, com=
monly called a pile of faggots. The rack is alfo a
kind of fyllogifim which has been ufed with good ef-
feét, and has made multitudes of converts. DMen were
formerly difputed out of their doubts, reconciled to
truth by force of reafon, and won over to opinicns by the
candour, f{enfe, and ingenuity of thofe who had the
right on their fide ; but this method of conviction ope-
rated too flowly. Pain was found to be much more en-
lightening than reafon. Every {cruple was looked up-
on as obflinacy, and not to be removed but by feveral
engines invented for that purpofe. In a word, the ap-
plication of whips, racks, gibbets, gallies, dt.nrrrons, ﬁrz

an
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and faggot, in a difpute, may be looked upon as po=
- pith refinements upon the old heathen Logic.

- There is another way of reafoning which feldom
fails, though it be of a quite different nature to that I
- have laft mentioned. I mean, convincing a man by
ready money, or, as it is ordinarily called, bribing a man
to an opinjon. This method has often proved fuccefs-
ful, when all the others have been made ufe of to no
purpofe. A man who is furnithed with arguments
from the mint, will convince his antagonift much foon-
er than one who draws them from reafon and philo-
fophy. Goldis a wonderful clearer of the underftand-
ing ; it diflipates every doubt and feruple in an inftant;
accommodates itfelf to the meaneft capacities ; filences
the loud and clameorous, and brings over the moft ob-
ftinate and inflexible. Philip of Macedon was a man of
moft invincible reafon this way. He refuted by itall the
wifdom of Athens, confounded their {tatefmen, ftruck
their orators dumb, and at length argued them out of
all their liberties. :

Having here touched upon the feveral methods of
difputing, as they have prevailed in different ages of
the world, I {hall very fuddenly give my reader an ac-
count of the whole art of cavilling ; which fhall bea
full and fatisfaltory anfwer to all fuch papers and
pamphlets as have yet appeared againft the SeecTa-
TOR.

T hurfday,
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Thur/day, December 6, 1711% .

——Semperque relinqui
Sala fibiy [emper lingam incomitata videtus
Ire viam Virg. Zn. iv. 466.

<« All {ad fhe feems, forfaken, and alone:
¢ And left to wander wide thro’ paths unknown. P.

¢ Mr SPECTATOR;

Hough you have confidered virtuous love in
moft of its diftrefles, I do not remember that.

you have given us any differtation upon the abfence
of lovers, or laid down any methods how they fhould
fupport themfelves under thofelong feparations which
they are fometimes forced to undergo. T am at pre-
fent in this unhappy circumitance, having parted
with the beft of hufbands, who is abroad in the fer-
vice of his country, and may not poflibly return for
fome years, His warm and generous affeftion while
we were together, with the tendernefs which he ex-
preffed to me at parting, make his abfence almoft in-
fupportable. I think of him every moment of the
day, and meet him every night in my dreams. Eves
ry thing T fee puts me in mind of him. T apply my-
felf with more than ordinary diligence to the care of
his family and his eftate ; but this, inftead of relie-
ving me, gives me but fo many occafions of withing
for his return. I frequent the rooms where I ufed
to converfe with him, and not meeting him there,
fit down in his chair, and fall a-weeping. I love to
read the books he delighted in, and to converfe with
the perfons whom he efteemed. T vifit his pifture
a hundred times a-day, and place myfelf over-againft
it whole hours together, I pafs a great part of my
time in the walks where 1 ufed to lean upon his arm,
Vor. I1. Yy *No. 241. ¢ and
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and recolle&t in my. mind the difcourfes which have
there paffed between us : I look over the feveral prof-
peéts and points of view which we ufed to furvey to-
gether, fix my eye upon the objeéts which he has
made me take notice of, and call to mind a thoufand
agreeable remarks whu:h he has made on thofe occa-
fions. I write to him by every conveyance, and, con-
trary to other people, am always in {ood- humour
when an eaft wind blows, becaufe it feldom fails of
bringing me a letter from him. Let me intreat you,
Sir, to give me your advice npon this occaﬁon, and
to let me know how I miay relieve myfclt in this my
widowhood.

¢ I am, Sir, your very humble fervant,

-nﬁgnanﬁl\&-ﬁhn

¢ AsteERia,

Abfence is what the poets cell death in love, and has
given occafion to abundance of beautiful mmplamts n
thofe authors who have treated of this pnﬁmn in verfe.
Ovid’s “ Epiftles” are full of them. Otway’s Moni-
mia talks very tenderly upon this fubjett.

£ It was not kind
¢ To leave me like a turtle, here alone,
¢ To droop and mourn the abfence of my mate.
- ¢ When thou art from me, every place is defert :
¢ And I, methinks, am favage and forforn.
¢¢ Thy prelence ou]v tis can make me bleft,

¢ Heal my unquict mind, and tune my foul 1
. ORPH.&\‘I, A& 1L

The confolations of lovers on thefe occafions are very
extraordinary, Befides thofe mentioned by Afteria,
there are many other motives of comfort, which are
made ufe of by abfent lovers.

I remember in one of Scudery’s Romances, a couplc
of honourable lovers agreed at their parting to fet
afide one half hour in the day to thinkof each other
during a tedious abfence. The Romance tells us, that
they both of them punétually obierved the time thus

agreed
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agreed upon; and that whatever’ company or bufinefs
they were engaged in, they left it abruptly as foon as the
clock warned them to retire. The Romance further
adds, that the lovers expected  the return of this ftated
hour with as much impatience, as if it had been a real
affignation, and enjoyed animaginary happinefs that was
almoft as pleafing to them as what they would have
found from a rezl meeting. - It was an unexpretlible fa-
tisfaction to thefe divided lovers, to be atlured that each
was'at the fame time employed in the fame kind of con-
templation; and making equal returns of tendenlefs and
affection.

If I may be allowed to mention a more {erious expe-
dient for the alleviating of abfence, I fhall take notice
of one which I have known two perfons pradife, who
joined religion to that elegance of fentiments with which
the paffion of love generally infpires its votaries. This
was, at the return of fuch an hour to offer up a cer-
tain prayer for each other. which they had agreed up-
on before their parting. The hufband, who is a man
that makes a figure in the polite world, as well as in
his own farmly, has often told me, that he could nof
have fupported an abfence of three years without this
expedient.

Strada, in one of his'Prolufions, gives an account of
a chimerical correfpondence between two friends by the
help of a certain load-{tone, which had fuch virtue in
ity that if it rouched two feveral needles, when one
of the needles fo touched began to move, the other,
though at never fo great a diftance, moved at the fame
time, and in the '{fame manner. He tells us, that the
two friends,/being each of them pofltfied of one of
thefe needles, made a kind of dial-plate, infcribing it
with the four and twenty letters, in the fame manner as
the hours of the day are marked upon the ordinary dial-
plate. They then fixed one of the needles on each
of thefe plates in fuch a manner, that it could move
round without impediment, {0 as to touch any of the
four and twenty letters. Upon their feparating from
one another into diftant countries, they agreed to
withdraw themf{clves punCtually into their clofets at a

X2 certain
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certain hour of the day, and to converfe with oneé an--
other by means of this their invention. According-
ly, when they were fome hundred miles afunder, each
of them fhut himfelf up in his clofet at the time ap-
pointed, and immediately caft his eye upon his dial-
plate. If he had a mind to write any thing to his
friend, he directed his needle to every letter that form-
ed the words which he had occafion for, making a
little paufe at the end of every word or fentence, to a-
void confufion. The friend, in the mean while, faw
his own fympathetic needle moving of itfelf to every
letter which that of his correfpondent pointed at. By
this means they talked together acrofs a whole conti-
nent, and conveyed their thoughts to one another
in an inflant ever cities or mountains, {feas or de-
{erts,

If Monfieur Scudery, or anyother writer of romance,
had introduced a necromancer, who is generally in the
train of a knight-errant, making a prefent to two lo«
vers of a couple of thofe above-mentioned needles, the
reader would not have been a little pleafed to have {een
them correfponding with one another when they were
guarded by fpies and watches, or feparated by caftles and
adventures.

In the mean while, if ever this invention fhould be
revived or put in practice, I would propofe, that upon
the lover’s dial-plate there fhould be written, not only
the four and twenty letters, but feveral entire words,
which have always a place in paffionate epiftles, as
flames, darts, die, language, abfence, Cupid, heart,
eyes, hang, drown, and the like. This would very
much abridge the loyer’s pains in this way of writing
a letter, as it would enable him to exprefs the moft
ufeful and fignificant words with a fingle touch of the
needle, ;

Saturday
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Saturday, December 8, 1711 %,

Formam quidem ipfam, Marce filiy &' tanquam faciem
Honefti wides ;. que fi conlis cerneretur, mirabiles amores

{ut ait Plato ) excitaret Sapientie. Tull. Offic.

# You fee, my {fon Marcus, the very fhape and coun«
¢ tenance, as it were, of Virtue ; which if it could
¢ be made the object of fight, would (as Piato fays )
¢ excite in us a wonderful love of Wildom.”

I Do not remember to have read any difcourfe writ-
ten exprefsly wipon the Yeauty and lovelinefs of vir-
tue, without confidering it as a duty, and as the means
of making us happy both now and hereafter. I defi ign
therefore this {peculation as an effay upon that fubject,
in which I fhall confider virtue no farther "than as it
is in itfelf of an amiable nature, after having premifed,
that Tunderftand by the word Virtue fuch a general no-
tion as is affixed to it by the writers of morality, and
which by devout men generally goes under the name
of Rehg;on, and by men of the world under the name
of Honour.

Hypeerify itfelf does great honour, or rather juft-
ice to religion, and tacitly acknewledges it to be an or-
nament to human nature. The hypocrite would not
be at {o much pains to put on the appearance of virtue,
if he did not know it was the moft proper and effeétual
means to gain the love and efteem of mankind.

‘We learn from Hierocles, it was a common faying
among the heathens, that the wife man hates no body,
but only loves the virtuous.

Tully has a very beautiful gradation of thoughts to
fhew how amiable virtue is. Welove a virtuous man,
fays he, who lives in the remoteft parts of the earth,
though we arc altogether out of the reach of his vir-

¥ No243. tue,
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tue, and can receive from it no manner of benefit. Nay,
one who died {everal ages-ago, raifes a fecret fondnefs
and benevolence for him in our minds, when we read
his ftory. Nay, what is ftill more, one who has been
the enemy of our country, provided his wars were re-
gulated by juftice and humanity, as in the inftance of
Pyrrhus, whom Tully mentions on this occafion in oppo-
fition to Hannibal. - Such is the natural beauty and
lovelinefs of virtue. : \

Stoicifm, which was the pedantry of virtue, aferibes
all good qualifications, of what kind {oever, to the vir-
tuous man. Accordingly Cato, in the charafter Tully
has left of him, carried matters o far, that he would
not allow any one but a virtuous man to be handfome.
This indeed looks more like a philofophical rant than
the real opinion of a wife man; yet this was what
Cato very ferioufly maintained. In fhort, the Stoics
thought they could not fufficiently reprefent the excel-
lence of Virtue, if they did not comprehend in the no-
tion of it all poflible perfections ; and therefore did not
only fuppofe, that it was tran{cendently beautiful in it-
Aelf, but that it made the very body amiable, and ba-
mifhed every kind of deformity from the perfon in whom
it refided.

It isa common obfervation, that the moft abandoned
to all fenf of goodnefs, are apt to wifh thofe who -
are related to them of a different charadler; and it
is very ebfervable, that none are more firuck with the
charms of virtue in the fair fex, than thofe who by
their very admiration of it are carried to a defire of ruin-
ing it. :

A virtuous mind in a fair body is indeed a fine pic-
ture in a good light, and therefore it is no wonder that
.it makes the beautiful fex all over charms.

. As virtue in general is of an amiable and lovely na-
ture, there are fome particular kinds of it which are
more o than others, and thefe are fuch as difpofe us
to do good to mankind. Temperance and dbftinence,
faith and devotion, are in themielves perhaps as laud-
able as any other virtues; but thofe which make a man
popular and beloved, arc-juflice, charity, munificence,

3 and,
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and, in fhort, all the good qualities that render us be~
neficial to each other. For which reafon, even an ex-
travagant man, who has nothiﬂg elfe to recommend
him but a falfe generofity, is often. more beloved and
efteemed than a perfon. of a much more finithed cha-
ralter, who is defctive in this particular.

The two great ornaments of Virtue, which fhew her
in the moft advantageous views, and make her altoge-
ther lovely, are C._\C'!.I‘ﬁllﬂﬁfb and good-nature. Thefe
generally go together, as a man cannot be agreeable to
others who is not eafy within himfelf. They are both
very requifite in a virtuous mind, to keep out melan-
choiy from the many ferions thoughts it is engaged in,
and to hinder its natural hatred of vice from fouring
into feverity and ‘cenforionfnefs. -

If virtue is of this amiable nature, what can we think
of thofe who can look upon it with an eye of hatred
and ill-will, or can fuffer their averfion for a party to
blot out all the merit of the perfon who is engaged in
it. A man muft be exceflively {tupid, as well as un-
charitable, who believes that there is ne virtue but on
his own fide, and that there are not men as honeft as
himfelf who may differ from him in political principles,
Men may oppole ene another in fome particulars, but
ought not.te carry their hatred to thefe qualities which
are of {o amiable a nature in themi{cives, and have no-
thing to do with the points in difpute. Men of virtue,
though of different interefts, ought to confider them-
felves as more nearly united with one another, than
with the vicious part of mankind, who embark with
them in the fame civil concerns. We thould bear the
fame love towards a man of honour, who is a living an-
tagonift, which Tully tells us in the forementioned paf=
fage every one naturally does to an enemy that is dead.
1n thort, we thould efteem virtue though in a foe, and
abhor vice though in a friend.

I fpeak this with an eye to thofe cruel treatments
which men of all fides are apt to give the charalters of
thofe who do not agree with them. How many per-
fons of undoubted probity, and exemplary virtue, on
either: {ide, are blackened and defamed 7 How many-

men
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men of honour expofed to public obloquy and reproach? -
Thofe therefore who are either the inftruments or a-
bettors in fuch infernal dealings, ought to be looked u-
pon as perfons who make u%e of religion to promote
their caufe, not of their caufe to promote religion.

Tuefday, December 11, 1711 %,

Fiéta woluptatis caufa fint proxima veris.

Hor, Ars Poet. v. 338.

¢ Fiftion}, to pleafe, thould wear the face of truthy”

HERT is nothing which one regards fo much

with an eye of mirth and pity as innocence, when
it hasin it a dafh of folly. At the fame time that one
efteems the virtue, one is tempted to laugh at the fim-
plicity which accompanies it. When a man is made
up wholly of the dove, without the leaft grain of the
Jferpent in his compofition, he becomes ridiculons in ma-
ny circumftances of life, and very often difcredits his
beft actions. The Cordeliers tell a ftory of their found:
er St Francis, that, as he paffed the fireets in the dufk
of the evening, he difcovered a young fellow with a
maid in a corner; upon which the good man, fay they,
lifted up his hands to heaven with a fecret thankfgi-
ving, -that there was ftill fo much chriftian charity in
the world. The innocence of the faint made him mif-
take the kifs of a lover, for a falute of charity. Tam
heartily concerned when 1 fee a virtuous man without
2 competent knowledge of the world ; and if there be
any ufe in thefe my papers, it is this, that without re-
prefenting vice under any falfe alluring notions, they
give my reader an infight into the ways of men, and
reprefent human nature in all its changeable colours.
The man who has not bccn engaged in any of the fol-
Yies of the werld, or, Shakcfpeare exprefles it,
 hackney’d in’ thc ways of men,” may here find a

*No. 243. picture
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sicture of its follies and extravagancies. The virtuous
-and the innocent may know in {peculation what they
«could never arrive at by practice, and by this means a-
void the fhares. of the crafty, the corruptions of the
wvicious, and the reafonings of the prejudiced. Thmr
minds may be opened without being viciated.

It is with an eye to my following corref] pondcnt,
Mr Timothy Doodle, who feems a very well-meaning
man, that I have written this thort preface, to which
1 fhall fubjoin a letter from the faid Mr Doodle,

S IR,
¢ I Could heartily wifh that you would let us know
your opinion upon feveral innocent diverfions
which are in ufe among us, and which are very pro-
per to pafs away a winter night for thofe who do not
care to throw away their time at an opera, or at the
play-houfe. I would gladly know in particular, what
notion vou have of ¢ Hot-Cockles;” as allo whe-
ther you think that ¢ Queftions and Commands,”
Mottoes, f)unﬂes, and Crofs Purpofes, have not more
mirth and wit in them than thole publlc diverfions
which are grown fo very fafhionable among us. 1f
you would recommend to our wives and daughters,
who read your Papers with a great deal of pleafure,
fome of thofe {ports and paftimes that may be prac-
tifed within doors, and by the fire-fide, we who are
mafters of families thould be hugely obliged to you.
I need not tell you that I would have thefe {ports and
paftimes not only merry but innocent, for which rea-
fon I have not mentioned either Whifle or Lanter-
loo, nor indeed {fo much as One-and-thirty.  After
having communicated to you my requeit upon this
fubject, L will be fo free as to tell you how my wife
and I pafs away thefe tedious winter evenings with
a great deal of pleafure. Though fhe be young and
hand{ome, and good-humoured to a miracle, fhe does
not care for gadding abroad like others of her fex.
There is a very friendly man, a colonel in the army,
whom I am mightily obliged to for his civilities, that
comes to fee me almoft every night; for he is not
Vor. 1L Zz ¢ one
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one of thofe giddy young fellows that cannot live out
of a play-houfe. ‘When we are together, we very of
ten make a party at blind-man’s buff, which is a fport
that I like the better, becaunfe there is a good deal of
exercife in it. The colonel and I are blinded by turns,
and you would laugh your heart out to fee what pains
my dear takes to hoodwink us, fo that it is impoffible
for us to fee the leaft glimple of light. The poor
colonel fometimes hits his nofe againit a poft, and
makes us die with laughing. T have generally the
good luck not to hurt myfelf, but am very often a-
bove half an hour before I can catch either of them;
for you muft know we hide ourfelves up and down
in corners, that we may have the more fport. I on-
ly give you this hint as a fample of fuch innocent di-
verfions as T would have you recommend ; and am,

¢ Moft efteemed S I R,
¢ Your ever loving friend,

¢ Timorny Doopre.”

The following letter was occafioned by my laft Thurf~

day’s paper upon the abfence oflovers, and the methods
therein mentioned of making fuch abfence fupport-
able. e i :

A o A W R R A R R A

S IR, .
A Mong the feveral ways of confolation which
abfent lovers make ufe of while their fouls
are in that ftate of departure, which you fay is death
in love, there are fomie very material- ones that have
efcaped your notice. Among thefe, the firft and
moft received is a Crooked Shilling, which has
adminiftered great comfort to our forefathers, and
is ftill made uie of on this occafion with very good
effect in moft parts of her majefty’s dominions. There
are fome, I know, who think a Crown-piece cut into
two equal parts, and preferved by the diftant lovers,
is of more f{overeign virtue than the former. DBut
fince opinions are divided in this particular, why
: may
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¢ may not the fame perfon' make ufe of both ? - The
¢ fagure of a Heart, whether cut in ftone or caft in
¢ metal, whether bleeding upon an altar, ftuck with
¢ darts, or held in the hand of a Cupid, has always been
¢ looked upon as Talifmanic in difirefles of this nature.
¢ I am acquainted with ‘many a brave fellow, who car-
¢ ries his miftrefs in the lid of his fnuff-box, and by
¢ that expedient has fupported himfelf under the ab-
¢ fence of a whole campaign. For my own part, T have
< tried all thefe reniedies, but never found fo much
¢ benefit from any as from a ring, in which my mif-
¢ trefs’s hair is platted together very artificially in 2
¢ kind of true-lover’s-knot. As I have received great
¢ benefit from this fecret, I think myfelf obliged to
¢ communicate it to the public for the good of my fel-
¢ Jow-fubjects. I defire you will add this letter as an
¢ appendix to your confolations upon abfence, and am,

¢ Your very humble fervant, T. B.

I fhall conclude this paper with a letter from an uni-
verfity gentleman, occafioned by my laft Tuefday’s pa-
per, wherein I gave fome account of the great feuds
which happened formerly in thofe learned bodies; be-
tween the modern Grecks and Trojans.

SIR,
: THIS will givé you to underftand, that there is

at prefent in the fociety, whereof I am a mem-

¢ ber, a very confiderable body of Trojans, who, upon
¢ a proper occafion, would not fail to declare ourfelves.
¢ In the mean while we doall we can to annoy our ene-
¢ mies by ftratagem, and are refolved by the firft oppor-
¢ tunity toattack Mr Jofhwa Barnes, whom we lock up-
¢ on as the Achilles of the oppofite party. As for
¢ myfelf, I have had the reputation, ever fince I came
¢ from {chool, of being a trufty Trojan, and am refol-
¢ ved never to give quarter to the fmalleft particle of
¢ Greek wherever I chance to meet. it. It is for this -
¢ reafon I take it very ill of you, that you fometimes
Zz2 hang
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¢ hang out Greek colours at the head of your Paper,:
¢ and fometimes give a word of the enemy even in the
¢ body of it. When I meet with any thing of this na-
¢ ture, I throw down your Speculations upon the table,
¢ with that form of words which we make ufe of when
¢ we declare war upon an author,

Gracum efty non potefl legi.
¢ 1 give you this hint, that you may for the future ab-

¢ ftain from any fuch hoftilities at your peril. ;
¢ TroiLus.’

Thurfday, December 135 1711%.

———Tuy & anaprr® peec audn

Ex souatay ndii
¢ Their untir'd lips'a wordy torrent pour.”

E are told by fome ancient authors, that Sc=- -
crates was inftructed in eloquence by a woman,,
whofe name, if I'am not miftaken, was® Afpafia. [
have indced very often.looked upon that art as the
"~ moft propér for the female fex, and T think the
Univerfities would do well to confider whether they.
thould not fill the rhetoric chairs with Sue ProfelTors.
It has been faid in the praife of fome men, that
they could talk whole hours together upon any thing ;.
but it muft be owned to the honour-of the other fex,
that there are many among them who can talk whole
hours together upon nothing. I have khown a wo-
man branch out into a long extenpore differtation up-
" onthe edging of a petticoat, and chide her fervant
for breakiag a china cup, in all the figures of rhetorics.
Were women admitted to plead in courts of judica-
ture, I am perfuaded they would carry the eloquence
of the bar to greater heights than it has yet arrived at.
1f any one doubts this, let him but be prefént at thofe
* No. 237 debates-
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- diebates which ﬁ'cqucntly arife among the ladics of the:
¢ Britith Fifhery.”

The firft kind therefore of Female Orators which §
fhall take notice of, are thofe who are employed in ftie-
ring up the paflions, a part of rhetoric in which Socra-
tes his wife had perbaps made a greater proficiency tham
his above-mentioned teacher. '

The fecond kind of female Orators are thofe who
deal in inveétives, and who are commonly known by
the name of Cenforious. The imagination and clo-
cution of this fet of -rhetoricians is wonderful. With
what a fluency of invention, and copioufnefs of exprefi
fion, will they enlarge upon every little {lip in the be-
haviour of another ! With how many different cirenm~
ftances, and with what variety of phrafes, will they
tell over the fame fiory ? I have known an old lady
make an unhappy marriage the fubje&t of 2 month’s
converfation, She blamed the bride in ane place 3
pitied her in another ; laughed at her in'a third ; wone
dered at her in a fourth ; was angry with her in a fifth ;
and, in fhort, wore out a pair of coach-horfesin exprefl-
ing her concern for her.  Atlength, after having quite
exhaufted the fubjeft on this fide, ihe made a vifit tor
the new married pair, praifed the wife for the prudent
choice fhe had made, told her the wareafonable reflec-
tions which fome maliciotis people had caft upon her,
and defired that ithey might be better acquainte.
The cenfure and approbation of this kind of womer
are therefore only to be confidered as helps to dit-
conrfe.

- A third Jind of Female Orators may be compra-

hended under the word Goffips. Mrs Fiddle Faddis
is perfedtly accomplithed in this fort of eloquence ; fh=
lannches out into deferiptions of chriftenings, runs di-
vifions upon an head-drefs, knows every dith of meat
that is ferved up in her neighbourhood, and entertains
her company a'whole afternoon together with the wit
af her little boy, before he is able to fpeak.

The Coquette may be looked upon as a fourth kind
of Female Orator. 'T'o give herfelf the larger field for
‘difepurfe, he hates and loves in the fame breath, talles

to
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to her lap-‘do or parrot, is uneafy in all kinds of wéa®
ther, and in”every part of the room. She has falf¢
quarrcis and fe1gncd obhg:xt:ons to all the men of her
acquaintance 3 fighs when fhe is not fad, and laughs
when fhe is not merry. The Coquette is in particular
a great miftrefs of that part of Oratory which is called
+ Action, and indeed feems to fpeak for no other purpofe,
but as it gives her an opportunity of ftirring a limb, or
varying a feature, of glancing her eyes, or playing with
her fan.

As for news-mongers, politicians, mimics, ftory-tel-
lers, with other charaéters of that nature, which give
Dbirth to loguacity, they are as commonly found among
the men as the women 3 for which reafon I fhall pats
them over in filence.

I have often been puzzled to aflign a canfe why wo-
men fheuld have this talent of a ready utterance in {o
much greater perfection than men. I have fometimes
fancied that they have not a retentive power, or the
faculty of fupprefling their thoughts, as men have, but
that they are neceflitated tofpeak every thing theythink,
and if fo, it would perhaps furnifh a very firong argu-
ment to the Cartefians, for the fupporting of their doc-
trine, that the foul always thinks. But as {feveral are
of opinion that the fair fex are not altogether ftrangers
to the art of diffembling and concealing their thoughts,
I have been forced to relinquifh that opinion, and
have therefore endeavoured to feek after fome better
reafon. In order to it, a friend of mine, who is an
excellent anatomift, has prmmf ed me by the firft oppor-
tunity to diffe¢t a woman’s Trmguc, and to examine
whether there may not be in it certain juices which
render it fo wonderfully voluble or flippant, or whether
the fibres of it may not be made up of a finer or more
pliant thread, or whether there are not in it fome parti-
cular mufcles which dart it up and down by fuch fudder
glances and vibrations ; or whether, in the laft placey
there may not be certain undifcovered channels running
from the head and the heart, to this little inftrument
of loquacity, and conveying into it a perpetnal afluence
of animal {pirits. Nor muft I omit the reafon which*

Hudibras

i
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Tudibras has given, why thofe who can talk on trifle®
fpeak with the greateft fluency; namely, that the tongue
is like a mcc—hm“fe, which runs the falter the lefler

ht it carries.

\%hich’ of thefe reafons foever may be looked upon
as the moft probable, I think the Irithman’s thought
was very natural, who, after fome hours converfation
with a Female Orator, told her that he believed her
tongue was very glad when fhe was afleep, for that
it bad not 2 moment’s reft all the while fhe was a
wake,

That excellent old Ballad of The wanton Wife of
Bath, bas the following remarkable lines,

I think, quoth Themas, womens tongues

Of al'pen leaves are made.

And Ovid, though in the defcription of a very bar-
barous urcum{tancc, tells us, That when the tongue
of a beautiful femalc was cut out, and thrown upon the
ground, it could not forbear muttering even in that
pofiure.

Comprenfam forcipe linguam

Abfulit enfe fero, Radix micat ultima lingue.
Ipfa jacet, terraque tremens immurmurat atre ;
Utque faltre folet mutilate cauda colubra
Palpitat

Met. vi. 556.

: ¢ The blade had cut

* Her tongue ftheer off, clofe to the trembling root:
« The mangled part ftill quiver’d on the ground,
¢ Murmyring with a faint imperfect found 3

¢ And, as a ferpent writhes his wounded train,

# Uneafy, panting, and poflefs’d with pain.”

" CROXALL;

If a tongue would be talking without a mouth, what
could it have done when it had all its organs of fpeech
and accomplices of found about it ; I might here men-
tion the ftory of the Pippin-woman, had not I fome
reafon to leck upon it as fabulous.

! muft
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1 muf confefs Iam fo wonderfully charmed with
the mufic of this little inftrument, that 1 would by no
means difcourage it, Al that 1 aim at by this difierta-
tion is, to care it of feveral difagreeable netes, and in
particular of thof: little jarrings and diffonances which
arife from anger, cenforioufnels, gofliping and coquet-
ay. In fhorr, I would always have it tuned by good-
mature, truth, difcretion, and fincerity. :

‘Saturday, December 15, 1711*%,

Terwe ulurr@' ty ,anf!s; |§_:|_:'o.v Aausvs

Frag. Vet. Poet.

<« Mirth out of feafon.is 2 gnvcons .z

: HEN I make the choice of a fubject that has
" not been treated on by others, I throw toge-
ther my refleltions on it withount 2ny order or method,
fo that they may eppear rather' in the loofenefs and
freedom of an Effiy, than in the regularity of a fet dift
courfe. It is after this manner that | {hall confider
Iaughter and ridicule in my prefent paper.

lan is the merzrieft fpeties of the creation, all above
and below him are ferious. He fees things in a diffe-
rent light from other beings, and finds his mirth arifing
frem objeéts that perhaps canfe {oniething like pity or
difpleafure in higher naturgs. Laughter is indeed a
very good counterpoife to the fpleen; and it feems
but reafonable that we fhould be capable of receiving
joy fromr what is no real good to us, {ince we can re-
‘ceive grief from what isno real evil.” -

I have in my forty-feventh paper raifed a fpeculation,
on the notion of a2 modern Philofopher, who deferibes
tlie fir{t mtive of laughter to be a fecret comparifon
which we make between ourfelves and the perfons we
langh at; er, in other words, that fatisfattion which

we
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“wesreceive from the opinion of fome preheminence in
ourfelves, when we fee the abfurdities of another, or
when we reflect on any paft abfurdities of our own.
"T'his feenis to hold in moft cafes, and we may obferve,
that the vaineft part of mankind are the moft addicted
to this pafiion.

I have read a {ermon of a conventual in the churcll
of Rome, on thofe words of the wife man, I faid of
*¢ laughter, It is mad; and of mirth, What does it
upon which he laid it down as a point of doétrine,
that laughter was the effect of original {in, and that A-
dam could not laugh before the fall.

Laughter, while it lafts, flackens and unbraces the
mind, weakens the faculties, and caufes a kind of re-
miffnefs and diffolution in all the powers of the foul -
and thus far it may be looked upon asa weaknefs in
the comuohtxon of human nature. But if we confider
the frequent reliefs we receive from it, and how often
it breaks the gloom which is apt to deprefs the mind
and damp our {pirits, with tranfient unexpetted gleams
of joy, one would take care not to grow too wife for {o
.great a pleafure of life.

The talent of turning men into ridicule, and expo-
fing to laughter thofe one converfes with, is the quali-
fication of little ungenerous tempers. A yourig man
with this caft of mind cuts himfelf off from all manner
of improvement, Every one has his flaws and weak-
nefles; nay, the greateft blemifhes are often found in
the moft fhining characters: but wiat an abfurd thing
i5 it to pafs over all the valuable parts of a man, and
fix our attention on ‘his infirmities? to obferve his
imperfections more than his virtues; and to make ufe
.of him for the {port of others, rather than for qur own
improvement?

‘We therefore.very often find, that perfons the moft
~accomplifhed in ridicule are thofe who are very fhrewd
at hitting a blot, without exerting fany thing maiterly
‘in themfelves. As there are many eminent critics who
-never writ a good line, there are many admirable buf-
foons that animadvert upon every fingle defect in ano-
ther, without ever difcovering .the leaft beauty of their

or. Ak A own.
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own, By this means, thefe unlucky little wits often
gain reputation in the efteem of vulgar minds, and
raife themfelves above perfons of much more laudable
characters.

* If the talent of ridicule were employed to laugh men
out of vice and folly, it might be of fome ufe to the
world ; but inftead of this, we find that it is generally
made ufe of to laugh men out of virtue and good fenfe,
by attacking every thing that is folemn and ferious, de-
ent and praife-worthy in human life.

‘We may obferve, that in the firft ages of the world,
when the great fouls and mafter-pieces of human nature
were produced, men fhined by a noble fimplicity of be-
haviour, and were ﬁrangers to thofe little embellith-
ments which are fo fathionable in our prefent conver-
fation. And it is very remarkable, that notwith{tand-
ing we fall fhort at prefent of the Ancients in poetry,
painting, oratory, hiftory, archite¢ture, and all the no-
ble arts and {riences which depend more upon genius
than experience, we exceed them as much in doggrel,
Niumour, burlefque, and all the trivial arts of ridicule.
‘We meet with more raillery amcmg the moderns, but
more good fenfe among the ancients.

The two great branches of ridicule in writing are
comedy and burlefque. The firft ridicules perfons by
drawmg them in their propcr charadters, the other by
drawing them quite unlike themfelves. Burlefque is
‘therefore of two kinds ; the firft reprefents mean per-
fons in the accoutrements of heroes, the other defcribes
great perfons acting and fpcakmg like the bafeft among
the people. Don Quixote is an inftance of the firft,
and Lucian’s Gods of the fecond. Tt is a difpute a-
mong the critics, whether burlefque poctry runs beft
in heroic verfe, like that of the Difperifary ; or in dog-

el, like that of Hudibras, I think where the low
q:hara&er is to be rasﬁ:d the heroic is the proper mea-
fure ; but when an hero is to be pulled down and de-
gradcd it is done beft in doggrel.

* If Hudibras had been fer out with as much wit and
humour in heroic verfe as he is in doggrel, he would
haye made a much more agreeablc figure than he does:

though



SPECTATOR. 37%
though the generality of his readers are fo wonderfully
pleafed with the donble rhimes, that I do not expect
many will be of my opinion in this particular,

1 {hall conclude this effay upon laughter with obferv=
ing, that the metaphor of laughing, applied to fields
and meadows when they are in flower, or to trees when
they are in bloffom, runs through all languages ; which

- have not ebferved of any other metaphor, excepting:

that of fire and burning when they are applied to love.
"This thews that we nat'um-lly regard laughter, as what
is in itfelf both amiable and beautiful. For this reafon
likewife Venus has gained the title of gmouettns, the
hughter-lovmg dame, as Waller has tranflated it, and
is reprefented by Horace as the goddefs who dehghts in
laughter. Milton, in a joyous affembly of imaginary -
perions, has given us a very poetical figure of laughter:
His whole band of mirth 1s fo finely defcribed, that I
thiall {et down the paffage at length:—

¢ But come, thou goddefs fair and free;

¢ In heaven yclep’d Euphrofyne,

¢ And by men, Heart-eafing Mirth,

¢ Whom lovely Venus at a birth,

¢ With two filter graces more,

¢ To ivy-crowned Bacchus bore :

¢ Hafte thee, nymph, and bring with thee

¢ Jeit and youthful Jollity,

“ Quips and Cranks, and;wanton Wiles,

¢ Nods, and Becks, and wreathed Smiles,

¢ Such as hang on Hebe’s cheek,

¢ And love to live in dimple {leck 3

¢ Sport that wrinkled care derides,

¢ And Laughter holding both his fides:

¢ Come, and trip it, as you go,

¥ On the light fantaftic to€ ;

¢ And in thy right hand lead with thee

¢ The mountain nymph, fweet Liberty 3

¢ And if L give thee honour due,

¢ Mirth, admit me of thy crew,

& To live with her, and live with thee,

& In unreproved pleafures fre=.”

L’Allegro, v. 11 &l.

3 A2 Tuefdny
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Tuefday, December 18, 1711,

Lingue centum funt, oraque centum,
Ferreavox Virg. An. vi. 625

« A hundred mouths, a hundred tongues,
“ And throats of brafs infpir’d with iron lungs.”
DiypeN,

“J THERE is nothing which more aftonifhes a fo-
reigner, and frights a country fquire, than the
Cries of London. My good friend Sir Roger often
declares, that he cannot get them out of his head, or
go to fleep for them, the firft week that he is in
town. On the contrary, Will Honeycomb calls them
the Ramage de la Ville, and prefers them to the founds
of larks and nightingales, with all the mufic of the
fields and weods. I have lately received a letter from
fome very odd. fellow mnpon this fubjé, which I fhall
leave with my reader, without faying anything further
of.it.

S 1R, _ _
¢ § Am'a midn out of all-bufinefs, and would willingly,
¢ L turn my head to any-thing for an honeft liveli-
¢ hood. I have invented feveral projeéts for raifing
¢ many millions of money without burdening the fub-
¢ ject, but I cannot get the parliament to liften to e,
¢ who look upon me, forfooth, as a crack, and a pro-
¢ jector ; {o that defpairing to enrich either myfelf or
¢ my country by this public-fpiritednefs, I would make
¢ fome propofals to you relating to a defign which I
¢ have very much at heart, and which may procure me
¢ ahandfome fubfiftence, if you will be pleafed to re-
¢ commend it to the cities of London and Weflmin-
s fier.
- ¢ The peft I would aim at, is to-be Comptroller-Ge-
*No2g1. ¢ neral
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neral of the London Cries, which are at prefent un+

der no manner of rules and difcipline. I 'think Tam.
pretty well qualified for this place, as being a man of

very ftrong lungs, of great infight into all the branchas

es of our Britith trades and manufaétures, and of a

competent fkill in mufie.

¢ The Cries of London may be divided into Voca]:‘
and Inftrumental. As for the latter, they are at pre=

{ent under a very great diforder. A freeman of Lon--
don has the privilege of difturbing a whole fireet for

an hour together, with the twanking of a brafs kettle

or frying-pan. The watchman’s thump at midnight

ftartles us in our beds, as muchas the breaking-in of

a thief. The Sowgelder’s horn has indeed fomething

mufical in it, but this is feldom heard within the li-

berties. T would therefore propofe, that no. infivus-
ment of this nature thould be made ufe of, which I

have not tuned and licenced, . after having carefully

“examined in what manner- it may affect the ears of

her majefty’s liege fubjelts.
¢ Vocal cries are of a much larger extent, and in-
deed fo full of incongruities and barbarifins, that we

* appear a diftracted city to foreigners, who du notcom-

prehend the meaning of fuch enormous outcries. .
Milk is generally fold at a note above E-la, and in
founds fo exceeding fhrill, that it often fets our teeth
on edge. The Chimney-fieeper is confined to no
certain pitch; he fometimes utters himfelf in the
deepeft bafe, and fometimes i the fharpeft treble;
fometimes in the higheft and fometimes in the loweft:
note of the garmt. The fame obfervation might be
made om the Retailers of Small-coal, not to mention.
broken Glafles, or Brick-dufl. In thefe, therefore, and:
the like cafes, it fheuld be my care to fiveeten and
mellow the voices of thele itinerate tradefmen, before
they make their appearance in our fireets, as alfo to
accommodate-their cries to their refpsCtive wares:
and to take care in particular, that thofe may not -
make the molt noife who have the leaft to fell, which
is very: obfcevable i the venders of Card-matches,' tQ

whom.
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¢ whom I canfiot but apply that old proverb of, Much
¢ cry, but little Wool.

¢ Some of thefe laft-mertioned muficians are fo very
loud in the fale of thefe trifling manufactures, that
an honeft fplenetic gentleman of my acquaintance
bargained with one of them never to come into the
ftreet where he lived. But what was the effect of this
contraét ? 'Why, the whole tribe of Card-match-ma-
kers which frequent that quarter pafled by his door
the very next day, in hopes of being bought offafter
the fame manner.

¢ It is another gfeat imperfetion in our London
Cries, that there is no juft time nor meafure obferved
inthem. Our News thould indeed be publifhed in
a very quick time, becaufe it is a commodity that
will not keep cold. It fhould not, however, be cried *
with the {ame precipitation as Fire, Yet this is ge-
nerally the cafe. A bloody battle alarms the town
from one end to ancther in an inftant. Every motion
of the French is publifhed in fo great a hurry, that
one would think the enemy were at our gates  This
likewife T would take upon me to regulate in fuch
manner, that there thould be fome diftinétion made
between the {preading of a viftory, a march, or an
incampment, a Dutch, a Portugal or a Spaniifh mail.
Nor muft I omit under this head thote exceflive alarms
with which feveral boifterous ruitics infeft our fireets
in Turnip-Seafon ; and which ar¢ more inexcufable,
becaufe thefe are wares which are in no danger of
cooling upon their hands,

¢ There are others who affet a very flow time, and
are, in my opinion, much more tuneable than the
former. The Cooper in particular {wells his laft note -
in an hollow voice, that is not without its harmony ;
nor can I forbear buing infpired with a moft agree-
able melancholy, when I hear that fad and folemn
air with which the public are very often afked, if they
have ¢ any Chairs fomend 2 Y our own memory may
fuggeft to you many other lamentable ditties of the
fame nature, in which the mufic is wonderfully lan-
¢ guifhing and melodious.
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¢ T am always pleafed with that particular time of
€ the year which is proper for the pickling of Dill and
¢ Cucumbers ; but, alas, this cry, like the fong of the
¢ nightingale, is not heard above two months. It
would therefore be worth while to confider, whether
the fame air might notin fome cafes be adapted tq
other words.
¢ It might likewife deferve our moft ferious confider-
ation, how far, in a well-regulaced city, thofe humours
are to be tolerated, who, not contented with the tra~
ditional cries of their forefathers, have invented par=
ticular fongs and tunes of their own : fuch as was,
not many years fince, the Paltry man, commonly
known by the name of the Colly-MoilyPuil’; and
fuch as is at this day the vender of Powder and Wath-
balls, who, if I am rightly informed, goes under the
name of Powder-Watt.
¢ [ muft nat here omit one particularabfurdity which
runs through this whole vociferous generation, and
which renders their Cries very often,not enly incom-
modious, but altogether ufelels to the public. Imean,
that idle accomplithment which they all of them 2im
at, of Crying fo as not to be underitood. Whether
or no they have learned this from feveral of our af-
fefted fingers I will not take upon me to fay; but
moft certain it is, that people know the wares they
deal in, ratherby their tunes than by their words;
infomuch that I have fometimes feen a country boy
run out to buy apples of a bellowsemender, and
€ ginger-bread from a grinder of knives and feiffirs.
¢ Nay, fo ftrangely infatuated are fome very eminent
¢ artifts of this particular grace in a Cry, that none
¢ but their acquaintance are able to guefs at their pro-
¢ feflion; for who elfe can know, that * Wark if L
¢ had it,” fhould be the fignification of 3 Corn-cut-
€ fer.
¢ For as much therefore as perfons of this rank ars
¢ feldom men of genius or capacity, I think it would
¢ be very proper, that fome man of good fenfe and
¢ found judgement fhould prefide over thefe Public
¢ Cries, who thoyld permit none to lift up their veices
3 : ax
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¢ in our fireets, that have not tuneable throats, and are
¢ not only able to overcome the noife of the croud,and
£ the rattling of coaches, but alfo to vend their refpec-
¢ tive merchandifes in apt phrafes, and in the moft dif=
¢ tinét and agreeable founds. I do therefore humbly
¢ recommend myfelf as 2 perfon rightly qualified for
¢ this poft ; and if I meet with fitting encouragement,
‘¢ {hall communicate fome other projects which I have
¢ by me, that may no lefs conduce to the emolument
& of the fublic.
¢ JTam, SIR, &ec.
¢ Ravrea CroTcHET.

Thurfday, December 20, 17T 1%

* Indignor quicquam reprebendiy non. rjrm:a craffe
Comipgfitum, m’epwwe putetur, fed quia nuper.
Hor. 1 Ep. ii. 75

I feel my honeft indignation rife,

‘When with affected air a coxcomb cries;;

¢ The work, I own, has clegance and eafe,

“ But fure no modern {hould pretend to pleafe?’
Frawcrs.

ERE is nothing which more denotes a great

mind than the abhorrence of envy anddetraction.

"This paflion reigns more-among bad pocts than among
any other fet of men.

As there are none more ambitions of fame than thofe
-who are converlfant in poetry, it is'very natural for fuch
as have not fucceeded in it to depreciate the works of
thofe who have. For fince they cannot raife themfelves
_to the reputation of their fellow-writers, they muft en-
deavour to fink that to their own pitch, if they would
Atill keep themfelves upon a level with them.

The greateft wits that ever were produced in ong
age, lived together in fo good an underftanding, and

e No 253, celebrated
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&clebrated one another with fo much generofity, that
cach of them receives an additional luftre from his con-
temporarics, and is more famous for having lived with
men of {o extraordinary a genius, than if he had him-
felf been the fole wonder of the age. 1 need not tell
my reader, that I here point at the reign of Auguftus,
and I believe he will be of my opinion, that neither
Virgil nor Horace would have gained fo great a repu-
tation in the world, had they not been the friends aud
admirers of each other. Indeed all the great writers
of thatage, for whom fingly we have fo great an efteem,
fiand up together as vouchers for one another’s re-
putation. But at the fame time that Virgil was cele-
brated by Gallus, Propertius, Horace, Varius, Tucca,
and Ovid, we know that Bavius and M=vus were his
declared foes and calumniators.
In our own country a man feldom fetsup for a poet,
_without attacking the reputation of all his brothers in
the art. 'The ignorance of the moderns, the feribblers
of the age, the decay of poetry, are the topics of de-
traltion with which he makes his entrance into the
world : but how much more noble is the fame that is
built on candour and ingenuity, according to thofe
beautiful lines of Sir John Denham, in his poem on
Fletcher’s workﬁ !

But wh:thr:r am I firay’d ? I need not raife
‘Trophies to-thee from other men’s difpraife :
Nor is thy fame on lefler ruins built,

Nor needs thy juiter title the foul guilt

Of eaftern kings, who, to fecure their reign,
Muit have their brothers, fons, and kindred flain,

I am forry to find that an author, who is very juftly
efteemed among the beflr juriges, has admiited fome
firokes of this nature into a very fine poem 3 I mean,
The Art of Criticifm, which was publifhed fome months
finee, and is a matter-picee in its kind. The obferva-
tions follow one another like thofé in Horace’s Art of
Poetry, without that methodical regu arity which would
have been requifite in a profe author. 'They are fome

Vou. 1l 3B ef
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of them uncommon, but fuch as the reader muft affent
to, when he fees them explained with that elepance
and perfpicuity in which they are delivered. As for
thofe which are the nioft known, and the moft recei=
ved, they are placed in fo beauriful alight, and illufira-
ted with fuch apt allufions, that they have in them all
the graces of novelty, and make the reader, who was
before acquainted with thcm, ftilli more convinced of
their truth and folidity.” Arid here give me leave to
mention what Monficur Boileau has {o very well enlar=
ged upon in the preface to his works, that wit and
fine writing do not confift fo much in advancing things
that are new, as in giving things that are known an
agreeable turn. It is impoflible for us who live in
the latter ages of the world, to make obfervations in
criticifin, morality, or in any art or fcience, which
have not been touched upon by others. We have
little elfe left us, but to reprefent the common fenfe of
mankind in more ftrong, more beautiful, or more un-
common lights. ' If 2 rcader examines Horace’s Art
of Poetry, he will find but very few precepts m it,
which he may not meet with in’ Arifictle, and which
were not commonly known by il the poets of the
Auguftan age. His way of cxptcfﬁng and applying
them, not his i mvcnuon of thcm, is \shat we arc chiefly
to admire.

For this reafon I think there is nothing in the world
{o tirefome as the works of thofe critics who write in
a politive dogmatic way, without either language,
genius, or imagination. ~ If the reader would fee how
the beft of the Latin critics writ, hc may find their
manner very behurifully dcimbcd in the charadters
of Horace, Petronius, Quntily 1an, and Longzrus, as
they are drawn in the eflay of which I am now fpeak
in
gSince I have mentioned Longinus, whoin his reflec-
tions has given us the fame kind of fublime which
he obferves in the feveral paffages that cccafiened
them ; | cannot but take notice, thatour Englith auther
has, after the fame manrer, exempiified feveral of his
prccepts in the very precepts themiclves. I fhali pro-

duce
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duce two or three in ftances of this kind. Speaking of
the infipid fmoothnefs which fome readers are {o much
in love with, he has the foliowing verfes : —

Thefe Equal Syliables alone require,

Tho' oft the ear the open vowels tire,

‘While expletives their fecble aid do join,
And ten flow words oft creep im one dull line,

'The gaping of the vowels in the fecond line, the
expletive 4y in the third, and ten monofyllables in
the fourth, give fuch a beauty to this paflage, as would
have been very much admired in an ancient poet. The
rcader may obferve the following lines in the fame
view i—

A needlefs Alexandrine ends the fong,
"That,likea wounded {nake; dragsits lowlengthalong.

And afterwards,

*Tis not enough no harfhnefs gives oﬁ'encc,

The found muit f-em an echo to the fenfe,

Soft is the ftrain when Ziephyr gently blows,

And the finooth ftream in fmoother numbers flows 3

But when loud furgPs dath the founding fhore,

The hoarfe rough verfe {hould like the tofrent roar,

‘When Ajax firives fome rock’s vaft weight to throw;

The line too labours, and the words move fluw;

Not fo when fwift Camilla fcours the plain,

Flies o’er th’ unbending corn, and fkims along the

main.

The beautiful diftich nipon Ajax in the foregoing
lines puts me in mindof a defcrlptlou in Homer’s Odyi-
fey, which none of the critics have taken notice of. It is
where Syfiphus is reprefented lifting the flone up the
hill, which 1s no {ooner carried to the top of it, but
it immediately tumbles to the bettom. This double mo-
tion of the {tone is admirably defcribed in the numbers
of thefe verfes; as in the four firft it is heaved up by
feveral Spondees intirmixed with proper breathing
places, and at laft trundles down in a continued line of
Dadiyls. 3Ba
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KEat ey oy n..-'-lJav, xpntﬂn’ aay:’-sxuv‘lx,
Azay faszlovle weraioy auporepnaty.

H7oi o pesv owmpirlopevos xieaiy 71 woctv 76
Acav ave alsons wort Aopov. arX ore wrAhot
’Ar.,uuv vrepBaNeniy, Tor' aworembaous Kearaiig,
Avtis srure widonde xuhindito Amae avaidne.

Odyff. 1. 11:

¢ T turn'd my eye; and asI turn’d furvey'd

¢ A mournful vifion ! the Sifyphian fhade :

¢ With many a weary ftep, and many a groan,

¢ Up the high hill he heaves a huge round ftone:

¢ The huge round frone, refultinig with a bound,

¢ Thunders impetious down, and fmokes along the
¢ ground,” OPEs

It would be endlefs to quote verfes out of Virgil
which have this particular kind of beauty in the num-
bers ; but I may take an occafion in a future paper to
thew feveral of them which have efcaped the obfervas
tion of others. :

I cannor conclude this paper without taking notice
that we have three poems in our tongue, which are of
the fame nature, and each of them a mafter-piece in its
kind; the « Effdy on tranflated verfe,” the * Effay on
the art of poetry,” and the ¢ Effay upon criticifim.”

Saiurday, December 22, 1711%.

Laudis amore tumes ? funt certa piacilay que te
Der pure lecto poterunt recréave libelly.
: Hor. Ep. 1. lib. v. ver. 46.

\ [TMiTATED. ]
Know,there are rhymes, which (irefh and freth apply’d)
‘Wil cure the arrant’ft puppy of his pride. Pork.

'HE foul, eonfidered abitrattedly from its paffions,
is of a remifs and fedentary nature, flow in its
: *No. 255. refolvesy
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refolves, and languifhing in its exccutions. The ufe
therefore of the pafions is to ftir it up, and to put it up-
on action, to awaken the underitanding, to enforce the
will, and to make the whole man more vigorous and at-
tentive in the profecutions of his defigns. As this is
the end of the paflions in general, fo it is particularly
of ambition, which pufhes the foul to fuch aftions as
are apt to procure honour and reputaiion to the ac-
tor. But if we carry our reflections higher, we may
difcover farther ends of Providence in implanting this
paflion in mankind.

it was neceffiry for the world that arts fhould be
invented and improved, bsoks written and tranfmitted
to pofterity, nations conquered and civilized. Now,
fince the proper and genuine motives to thefe, and the
like great attions, would only influence virtuous minds;
there would be but {mall improvements in the world,
were there not fome common principle of action work=
ing equaily with all men. And fuch a principle is
ambition or a defire of fame, by which great endow-
ments are not fuffered to ly idle and ufeiu?s to the pub-~
lic, and many' vicions men over-reached as it were,
and engaged contrary to their natural inclinations,
in a glorious and laudable courfe of altion. For we
may farther obftrve, thar men of the greateft abilities
are moft fired with ambition ; and that, on the contra-
ry, mean' and narrow mimlb are the leaftactuated by it:
whether it be that a man’s fenfe of his own incapaci-
ties makes him defpair of coming at fame, or that he
has net enough range of thought to look out for any
good which does not more immediately relate to his
intereft or convenience; or that Providence, in the
very frame of his foul, would not fubject him to {fuch a
paflion as would be ufelefs to the world, and a torment
to himfelf,

‘Were not this defire of fame very firong, the diffi=
culty of obtaining it, and the danger of lofing it when
obtained, would be fufficient to deter a man from fo
vain a purfuit,

How few are there who are furnifhed with abilities
fufiicient to recommend their adtions to the admira t'ml;_

©
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‘of the world, 4nd to diftinguifh themfelves from theé

reft of mankind ? Providence for the molt part fets us
aipon a level, and obferves a kind of proportion ‘in it$
i penfatmns towards us. Tf it renders us perfet inone
accomplithment, it generally icaves us defective in ano-
ther, and feems careful rather of prefervmg every per=
Hon from being mean and deficient in his qualifications;
than of making any fingle one eminent, or extraordi-

Among thofe who are the moft richly endowed by
nature, and accomplifhed by their 6wn induftry, how
few are there whofe virtues are not obfcured by the ig-
morance, prejudice, or envy of their beholders ¢ Some
snen cannot difcern betweén a noble and a mean aétion.
QOthers are apt to attribute them to fome falfe end orf
intention 3 and others purpofely mifreprefent, or put a
wrong interpretation on them. But the more to en-
Force this confideration, we may obferve, that thofe are
generally moft-unfuccetsful in their purfuit after fame,
who are moft defirous of obtaining it. It" is Salluit’s
remark upon Caro, that the lefs he coveted glery, the
anore he acquired it )

Men take an ill-natured pleafur'e in croffing our in=
climations, and difappointing us in what our hearts are
moft fet upon. When therefore they have difcovered
the pafiionate defire of fame in the ambitious man, (a8
no temper of mind is mo:e apt to thew itfelf ) they be-
come fparing and referved in their commendations,
they envy him the fatisfaction of an applaufe, and look
on their praifes rather as a kindnefs done to his perfon,
than zs a tribute paid to his merit. Others, who are
{ree from this natural perverfenefs of temper, grow wary
in their praifes of one who fets too preat a value on
them, left they thould raiflc him too h:: I in his own
imagination, and by confequenceremove him to a great-
er diftance from themielves.

But farther, this defire of fame nuturally betrays the
ambitious marinto firch indecencics as are a lefiening
to his reputaticn.  He is flill afraid lefi any of his ac-
tions theuld be thrown away in private, left his deferts
{fnhould be concealed from the notice of the world, or

receive
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peceive any difadvantage from the reports which others
make of them. This often fets him on empty boafts
and oftentations of himfelf, and betrays him into vain,
fantaftical recitals of h's own performances. His dif=
courfe generally leans one way, and, whatever is the
fubject of it, tends obliquely cither to the detracting
from others, or to the extolling of himlfelf. Vinity is
the natural weaknefs of an ambitious man, which ex=~
pofes him to the fecret fcorn and derifion of thofe he
converfes with, and ruins the charaéter he is fo induf-
trious to advance by it. For though his ations are
never {fo glorious, they lofe their luftre when they are
drawn at large, and fer to thow by his own hand ; and
as the world is more apt to find fault than to commend,
the boaft will probably be cenfured, when the great ac-
tion that occafioned it is forgotten.

Befides, this very defire of fame is looked upon as a
meannels and imperfection in the greateft character. A
folid and fubltantial greatnefs of foul, looks down, with
a gencrous neglect, on the cenfures and appiaufes of the
multitude, and places a man beyond the Litle noife and
firife of tongues. Accordmgly we find in ourfelves a fe- .
cret awe and veneration for the charater of one who
moves above us, in a regular and illuftrious courfe of vir-
tue, without any rcgnrd to our good or ill opinions of
h:m, to our reproaches or commendations. As on the
contrary it is ufual for us, when wewould vke off from
the fame and repuration of an aétion, to aferibe it to vain-
glory, and a defire of fame in the aftor. Nor is this
common judgment and opinion of mankind ill-fcunded:
for certainly’it denotes no great bravery of mind; to
be worked up to any ncble aétion by fo felfith a motive,
and to do that out of a defire of fame, which we conld
not be prompted to by a difintereited love to manlki: -_1
or by a generous Pdﬁl{]"l for the glory of Him wiio made
us.

Thus is fame a thing difficult to be obtained by all,
but particularly by thole who thirft after it : fince maoft
men have fo much eitier of il nature, or of ¥ 165,
#s mot to gratify or fcoth the vanity of the ambiticus

a3
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mans and fince this very thirft after fame naturally
betrays him into fuch indecencies as are a leflening to
his reputation, and is itfelf looked upon as a weaknefs
in the greateft charadters.

In the next place, fame is eafily loft, and as difficult
to be preferved as it was at firtt to be acquired. But .
this I thall make the fubjet of a following paper.

Monday, December 24, 1711*.

d‘ﬂg!l yze TEXEER Wll!‘rﬂl’-‘v-‘p” eV zl:eﬂ‘
PPiie pany apyarin &8 pipaiy——

Fame is an ill you may with eafe obtain,
A fad opprefiioh to be borne with pain.

F.[‘HERE are many paflions and tempers of mind
which naturally difpofe us to deprefs and vilify the
merit of one rifing in the efteem of mankind. All
thofe who made their entrance into the world with
the fame advantages, and were once looked or: as his e-
quals, are apt to think the fame of his merits a refleftion
on their own indeferts ; and will therefore take care to
reproach him with the feandal of fome paft action, or
derogate from the worth of the prefent, that they may
1till keep him on the {ame level withthemfelves. The
like kind of contideration often fiirs up the envy of
fuch as were once his fuperiors, who think it a detrac.
tion from their merit to fee another get ground upon
thiem, and overtake them in the purfuits of glory ; and
will therefore endeavour to fink his reputation, that
they may the better preferve their own. ‘lLhofe who
were once his equals envy and defame him, becanfe
they now fee him their fuperior ; and thofe who were
once his fuperiors, becaufe they look npon him as their
equal.

But farther, a man whofe extraordinary reputation
thus lifts him up to the notice and obfervation of man.
kind, draws 2 multitude of eyesupon him, that will nar-

*No. 256, rowly
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rowly infpet every part of him, confider him nicely
in all views, and not be a little pleafed, when they
have taken him in the worft, and moft difadvantageous
light. 'There are many who find a pleafure in contra-
dicting the common reports of fame, and in fpreading
abroad the weaknefles of an exalted charater. They -
publith their ill natured difcoveries with a fecret pride,
and applaud themfelves for the fingnlarity of their
Judgment, which has fearched deeper than others, de-
tected what the reft of the world have overlooked, and
found a flaw in what the generality of mankind ad-
- mires. Others there are who proclaim the errors and
infirmities of a great man with an inward fatisfaltion
and complacency, if they difcover none of the like er-
rors and infirmities in themfelves ; for while they are
expofing another’s weaknefles, they are tacitly aiming at
their own commendations, who are not fubjeét to the
like infirmities, and are apt to be tranfported with afe-
cret kind of vanity, to fee themfelves fuperior, in fome
refpeéts, to one of a fublime and celebrated reputation.
Nay, it very often happens, that none are more induf-
trious in publifhing the blemifhes of an extraordinary
reputation, than fuch as lie open to the fame cenfures
in their own charaéters, as either hoping to excufe their
own defeéts by the authority of fo high an example, or
raifing an imaginary npphuie to themfelves, for refem-
bling a perfon of an exalted reputation, though in the
blameable parts of his charadter. If all thefe fecret
fprings of detraction fail, yet very often 2 vain often-
tation of ‘' wit, fets a man on attacking an eftablithed
name, and facrificing it to the mirth and laughter of
thofe about him. A fatire oralibel on one of the com-
mon ftamp never meets with that reception and ap-
probation among its readers;, as what is aimed at a
perfon whofe merit places him upon an eminence, and
gives him a more confpicuous fignre among men. Whe-
ther it be, that we think it fhews greater art to expofe
and turn to ridicule, a man whole character feems o
improper a fubjett for it, or that we are pleafed by
fome implicit kind of revenge, to fee him taken down
and humbled in his reputation; and in fome meafure

VoL. I1, 5 G reduced



286 SPECTATOR.

reduced to our own rank, who had fo far raifed him-
felf above us, in the reports, and opinions of man-
kind.

Thus we fece how many dark and intricate motives
there are to detraclion and defamation, and how many, -
malicious {pies are fearching into the actions of a great
man, who is not, always, the beft prepared for {o nar-
row an infpetion. For we may generally obferve, that
our admiration of 2 famous man leflens upon cur nearer
acquaintance with him; and that we feldom hear the
defcription of a celebrated perfon, without a catalogue
of fome notorious weakn-fiesand infirmities. The rea-
fon may be, becaufe any little {lip is more confpicuous
and obiervable in his conduct than in another’s, as it
is not of a piece with the reft of his charatter, or be-
caufe it 1s impoffible for a man at the fame time to be
attentive to the more important part of his life, and to
keep a watchful eye over all the inconfiderable circums
{tances of his behaviour and converfation ; or becaufe.
as we have before obferved, the fame temper of minc[
which inclines us to a defire of fame, naturally betrays
us into fuch {lips and unwarinefles, as are not incident
to men of a contrary difpofition.

After all, it muft be confefled, that a noble and trium-
phant merit often breaks through, and diffipates thefe
little fpots and fullies in its reputation; but if by a
miftaken purfuit after fame, or through human infir-
mity, any falle ftep be made in the more momentous
concerns of life, the whole fcheme of ambitious defigns
is broken and difappointed. The fmaller ftains and
blémifhes may die away and difappear, amid{t the bright-
nefs that furrounds them ; but a blot of a deeper nature
cafts a fhade on all the other beauties, and darkens the
whole charater. How difficult thercfore is it to pre
ferve a great name, when he that has acquired it is fo
obnoxious to fuch little weaknefles and infirmities as
arc no {mall diminution to it when difcovered; efpecially,
when they are fo induftrioufly proclaimed and aggra-
vated by fuch as were once his fuperiors, or equals;
by fuch as would fet to fhow their judgement or theip
wit, and by fuch as are guilty, or innocent, of the fiai:.nc

: ips
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flips or mifconduéts in their own behaviour !

But were there none of thefe difpofitions imothersto
cenfure a famous man, nor any fuch mifcarriages in him-
felf, yet would he meet with no {mall trouble in keep-
ing up his reputation, in all its height and {plendour.
There muft be always a noble train of altions to pre-
ferve his fame in life and motion. For when it isonce
at a fiand, it naturally flags and languithes. Admi-
ration is a very 'thort-lived paffion, that immediately
decays upon growing familiar with its object, unlefs it
be ftill fed with frefh difcoveries, and kept alive by a
new perpetual facceffion of miracles rifing up to its
view. And even the greateft altions of a celebrated
perfon labour under this difadvantage, that, however
furprifing and extraordinary they may be, they are no
more than what are expected of him: but, on the con-
trary, if they fall any thing below the opinion that is
conceived of him, though they might raife the reputa-
tion of another, they are a diminution to his.

One would think there thould be foemething won-
derfully pleafing in the pofleflion of fame, that, not-
withftanding all thefe mortifying confiderations, can
engage 2 man in fo defperate a purfuit; and yet if we
confider the little happinefs that attends a great cha-
radter, and the multitude of difquictudes to which the
defire of it fubjeéts an ambitions mind, one would be
{till the more furprized to fee fo many reftiefs candi-
dates for glory.

. Ambition raifes a fecret tumult in'the foul, it inflames
the mind, and puts it into a violent hurry of thonght.

* It is ftill reaching after an empty imaginary good, that
has not in it the power to abate or fatisfy it. Moft
other things we long for, can allay the cravings of
their proper fenfe, and for a while fet the appetite at
reft: but fame is a good fo wholly foreign to our na-
tures, that we have no faculty in the foul adapted to
ity nor any organ in'the body to relith it ; an objeft of
defire, placed out of the poflibility of fruition. Tt may
indeed fill the mind for a while, with a giddy kind of
pleafure, but it is fuch a pleafure as makes a man reft-
lefs and uneafy under it; and which does not fo much
3C2 fatisfy
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fatisfy the prefent thirft, as it excites frefh defires, and
fets the foul on new enterprifes. For how few ambiti-
ous men are there, who have got asmuch fame as they
defired, and whofe thirft after it has not been as eager
in the very height of their reputation, as it was before
they became known and eminent among men ? There
is not any circumftance in Cefar’s character which gives
me a greater idea of him, than a faying which Cicero
tells us he frequently made ufe of in private converfation,
That he was fatisfied with his fhare of life and fame.
Se fatis wel ad naturam, wvel ad gloriam vixiffe.  Many
indeed have given over their purfuits after fame, but
that has proceeded either from the difappointments they
have met in it, or from their experience of the little
. pleafure which attends it, or from' the better informa-
tions or natural coldnefs of old age; but feldom from
a full fatisfaltion and acquiefcence in their prefent en-
joyments of it.

Nor is fame only unfatisfying in itfelf, but the defire
of it lays ns open to many accidental troubles which
thofe are free from who have no- fuch a tender re-
gard for it. How often is the ambitious man caft
down and difappointed, if he receives no praife where
he expetted it 7 Nay, how often is he mortified with
the very praifes he receives, if they do not rife fo
high as he thinks they ought, which they feldom do,
unlefs increafed by flattery, fince few men have {o
good an opinion of us as we have of ourfelves? But if
the ambitious man can be fo much grieved even with
praife itfelf, how will he be able to bear up under
fcandal and defamation ? for the fame temper of
mind which makes him defire fame, makes him hate
reproach. If he can be tranfported with the extra-
ordinary praifes of men, he will be as much dejected
by their cenfures. How little therefore is the hap-
pinefs of an ambitious man, who gives every one a
dominion over it, who thus fubjeéts himfelf to the
good or ill fpeeches of others, and puts it in the power
of every malicious tongue to throw him into a fit of
melancholy, and defiroy his natural reft and repofe of
mind ? Efpecially when we confider that the world is

. more



SPECTATOR. 183

more apt to cenfure tham applaud, and himfelf fuller
of imperfeétions than virtues.

‘We may further obferve, that fuch a man will be
more grieved for the lofs of fame, than he could have
been pleafed with the enjoyment of it. For thongh
the prefence of this imaginary good cannot make us
happy, the abfence of it may make us miferable; be-
caule in the enjoyment of an object we only find that
fhare of pleafure which it is capable of giving us,-but
in the lofs of it we do not proportion our grief to the
real value it bears, but to the value cur fancies and
imaginations fet vpon it.

So inconfiderable is the fatisfaCtion that fame brings
along with it, and fo great the difquietudes to which
it makes usliable. The defire of it ftirs up very un-
eafy motions in the mind, and is rather inflamed than
fatisfied by the prefence of the thing defired. Fhe
enjoyment of it brings but very little pleafure, though
the lofs or want of it be very fenfible and afflicting :
and even this little happinefs is fo very precarious,
that it wholly depends on the will of others. We
are not only tortured by the reproaches which are
offered us, but we are difappointed by the filence of
men when it is unexpected, and humbled even by their
praifes.

Tuefday, December 25, 1711%,

’0Ov 3’ sule Auog

*Oglargos Syue &7 5 nar mapay work.
Incert: ex Stoh,

No flumber feals the eye of Providence,
rzleat to every action we commence.

: HAT I might not lofe myfelf upon a fubjet of
fo great extent as that of fame, I have treated

it in a particular order and method, I have firft of
* No. 257. Saal
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all confidered the reafons why Providence may have
implanted in our mind fuch a principle of a¢tion. Ihave,
in the next place, {hewn, from many confiderations,
firft, that fame is a thing difficult to be obtained, and
eafily loft; fecondly, that it brings the ambitious man
very little happinefs, but fubjects him to much uneafi-
nefsand diffatisfaction. I {hall, in the laft place, thew,
that it hinders us from obtaining an end which we have
abilities to acquire, and which is accompanied with
fullnefs of fatisfadtion. I need not tell my reader, that
I mean by this end, that happinefs-which is referved for
us in another world, which every one has abilities to
procure, and which will bring along with it, ¢ fullnefs
¢ of joy and pleafures for evermore.”

How the purfuit after fame may hinder us in the at-
tainment of this great end, I fhall leave the reader to
collett from the three following confiderations :

Firft, Becaufe the firong defire of fame breeds feves
ral vicious habits in the mind. _

Secondly, Becaufe many of thofe actions, which are
2pt to procure fame, are not in their nature conducive
to this our ultimate happinefs.

Thirdly, Becaule if we fhould allow the fame actions
to be the proper infiruments, both of acquiring fame,
and of procuring this happinefs, they would neverthe-
Iefs fail in the attainment of this laft end, if they pro-
ceeded from a defire of the firft. :

Thefe three propofitions are {elf-evident; to thofe
who are verfedin {peculations of morality. For which
reafon I fhall not enlarge upon them, but proceed; to a
point of the fame nature, which may open to usa more
uncommon field of fpeculation.

From what has already been obferved, I think we may
make a very natural conclufion, that it is the greater
folly to feek the praife or approbation of any being, be-
fides the Supreme, and that for thele two reafons ; be-
caufe no other being can make a right judgment of us,
and efteem us according to our merits : and becaufe we
can procure no confiderable benefit or advantage from
the efteem and approbation of any other being.

' Ta
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In the firft place, no other being can make a right
Jjudgment of us, and clteem us according to our merits.
Created beings fee nothing but our outfide, and can
therefore only frame a judgment of us from onr exte-
rior aftions and behaviour : but how unfit thefe are to
give us a right notion of each other’s perfeltions, may
appear from feveral confiderations, There are many
virtues, which in their own nature are incapable of any
cutward reprefentation : many filent perfections in the
foul of a good man, which are great ornaments to hu-
man nature, but not able to difcover themfielves to the
knowledge of others; they are tranfacted in private,
without noife or thow,and are only vifibie to the great
Searcher of hearts. Whataltions can exprefs the entire
purity of thought which refines and {andtifies a virtnous
man? That fecret reft and contentednefs of mind, which -
gives him a perfect enjoyment cf his prefent condition ?
that inward pleafure and complacency which be ILeIs.
in doing good? that delight and fatisfaction which he
takes in the profpenty and happinefs of another ? mde
and the like virtues are the hidden beauties of 2 foul, .
the fecret graces which cannot be difcovered by a mor-
tal eye, but make the foul lovely and precious in his
{fight, from whom no fecrets are conccaled. Again,
there are many virtues which want an opportunity of

-exerting and {howing themfelves in ations. Every vir-

tue requires time and place, a proper object and a fit
conjunéture of circumitances, for the due exercife of
it. A frate of poverty obfcures all the virtues of liber-
ality and munificence. The patience and fortitude of
a martyr or confeflor lie concealed in the ﬁouriﬂzing

. times of Chriﬂ:ianity Some virtues are only feen in

affliction, and fome in profperity ; fome in 2 private,
and others in a public capacity. But the great Sove-
reign of the world beholds every perfection in its ob-

Aeurity, and not only fees what we do, but what we

would do. He views our behaviour in every concur-
rence of affairs, and fees us engaged in all the poffibi-
lities of aétion. He difcovers the martyr and confef-
for without the trial of flames and tortures, and wiil
hereafter entitle many to the reward of ations, which

they
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they had never the oportunity of performing. Ano-
ther reafon why men cannot form a right judgment of
us is, becaufe the fame aétions may be aimed at differ-
ent ends, and arife from quite contrary principles.
Adions are of fo mixt a nature, and fo full of circum-
{tances, that as menpry intothemmore or lefs, or obferve
{ome parts more than others, they take diffcre=t hints,
_and put contrary interpretations on them ; {o that the
fame altions may reprefent a man as hypocritical and
defigning to one, which make him appear a faint or
hero to another. He therefore who looks upon the
foul through its outward actions, often fees it through
2 deceitful medium, which is apt to difcolour and per-
vert the objeé ; fo that on this account alfo, HE is the
only proper judge of our perfettions, who does not
guefs at the fincerity of our intentions from the good-
nefs of our ations, but weighs the goodnefs of our
ations by the fincerity of our intentions.

But further, it is impoffible for outward aliions to
reprefent the perfeftions of the foul, becauft they can
aever thew the ftrength of thofe prmaplea from whence
they procccd They are not adequate expreflions of
our virtues, and can only fhew us what habits are in
the foul, without difcovering the degree and perfec-
tion of fuch habits. ‘They are at beft but weak refem-
blances of our intentions, faint and imperfect copies,
that may acquaint us with the general defi ign, but can
never exprefs the beauty and life of the original. . Dut
the great Judge of all the earth knows every different
ftate and degree of human improvement, from thofe
weak fiirrings and tendencies of the will which lave
not yet formed themfelves into regular purpofes and
defigns, to the laft entire finithing and confummation
of a good habit. He beholds the firft imperfeét rudi-
ments of a virtue in the foul, and keeps 4 watchful eye
over it in all its progrefs, until it has received every
grace it is capable of, and appears in its full beauty
gnd perfeftion. Thus we {fee, that none but the Su-
preme being can efteem us according to our proper me-
rits, fince all others muft judge of us from our out-
ward adtions ; which cannever give themy a jult efii-

mate
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mate of us, fince there are many perfections of a man
which are not capable of appearing in actions ; many
which, allowing no natural incapacity of fhewing
themfelves, want an opportunity of deing it ; or, fhould
they all meet with an opportunity of appearing by ac-
tions, yet thofe actions may be mifinterpreted, and ap-
plied to wrong principles; or, though they plainly dif-
covered the principles from whence they proceeded,
they could never thew the degree, firength, and per-
fe@ion of thofe principles.

And as the Supreme Being is the only proper judge
of our perfetions, fo is he the only fit rewarder of
them. This is 2 confideration that comes home to our
intereft, as the other adapts itfelf to our ambition. And
what could the moft afpiring, or the moft felfith man
defire more; were he toform the notion of a Being to
whom he would recommend himfelf, than fuch a know=
ledge as can difcover the leaft appearance of perfetion
in him, and fuch a goodnefs as will proportion 2 re-
ward fo it ?

Let the ambitious man therefore turn 2ll his defire of
fame this way; and that he may propofe to himfelf a
fame worthy of his ambition, let him confider, that if
he employs his abilities to the beft advantage, the time
will come when the Supreme Governor of the world,
the great Judge of qnankind, who fees every degree of
perfection in others, and poflefles all poflible perfec-
tion in himfelf, {hall proclaim his worth before men
and angels, and pronounce to him, in the prefence of
the whole creation, that beft and moft fignificant of ap-
plaufes, Well done, thou good and faithful fervant, enter
thou into thy Mafler’s joy.

Vor. IL 3D

Satyrday,
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Saturday, December 29, 1711 %,

Tauo; yop avdpameioiy CUnTeioy Kexov. Frag. Vet. Poet,
Wedlock’s an ill men eagerly embrace.

Y father, whom I mentioned in my firft fpecus
lation, and whom 1 muft always name with ho-
nour and gratitude, has very frequently talked to me
upon the fubjeét of marriage. 1 was in my younger
years engaged, partly by his advice, and partly by my
own inclinations, in the courtthip of a perfon who had
a great deal of beauty, and did not at my firft approach-
es feem to have any averfion to me; but as my natu-
ral taciturnity hindered me from fhewing myfelf to the
beft advantage, fhe by degrees began to look upon mé
as a very filly fellow, and being re%olved to regard me-
rit more than any thing elle in the perfons who made
‘their applications to her, {he married a captain of dra-
' goons, who happened to be beating up for recruits in
thofe parts. k.

This unlucky accident has given me an averfion to
pretty fellows ever fince, and difcouraged me from try-
ing my fortune with the fairfex. The obfervations
which I made in this conjunéture, and the repeated ad-
vices which I received at that time from the good old
man ahove mentioned, have produced the following
effay upon love and marriage.

The pleafanteft part of a man’s life is generally that
which pafles in courtfhip, provided his paffion be fin-
cere, and the party beloved, kind with diferetion. Love,
defire, hope, all the pleafing motions of the foul rife in
the purfuit. -

It is eafier for an artful man who is not in love, to
Fm_-fuade his miftrefs he has a paffion for her, and to

ucceed in his purfuits, than for one who loves with
the greateft violence. True love has ten thoufand
griefs, impatiences, and refentments, that render a2 man

' * No. 261, unamiable
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wnamiable in the eyes of the perfon whofe affe@tion he
folicits ; belides, that it finks his figure, gives him fears,
appreheniions, and poornefs of {pirit, and often makes
him appear ridiculous where he has a mind to recom-
mend him{elf, .

Thofe marriages generally abound moft with lové
and conftancy, that are preceded by a long courtihip:
The paflion {thould firike root, and gather firength be-
fore marriage be grafted on it. A long courfe of hopes
and expedtations fixes the idea in our minds, and habi-
tuates us to a fondnefs of the perfon beloved.

There is nothing of fo great importance to us, as the
good qualities of one to whom we join ourfelves for
life ; they do not only make our prefent ftite agreeable,
but often détermine our happinefs to all eternity.
‘Where the clicice is left to friends, the chief point un-
der confideration is an eftate : where the parties choofe
for themfelves, their thonghts tarn moft upon the per-
fon. 'They have both their reafons. The firft would
procure many conveniencies and pleafures of life to the
party whofe interefts they efpoufe ; and at the fame
time may hope that the wealth of their friend will turn
to their own credit and advantage. The others are pre-
paring for themfelves a perpetual feaft. A good perfon
does not only raife, but continue love; and breeds a fe~
cret pleafure and complacency in the beholder, when
the firft heats of defire ar¢ extinguifthed. It puts the
wife and hufband in countenance both amotig friends
and firangers, and generally fills the family with a
liealthy and beautiful race of children.

I fhould prefer a woman that is agreeable inmy own
eye, and not deformed in that of the world, to a ccle-
brated beauty. If you marry one remarkably beauti-
ful, you muft have a violent paffion for her, or you have
not the proper tafte of hér charms; and if you have
fuch a paflion for her, it is odds but it would be imbit-
tered with fears and jealoufies:

Good-nature and evennefs oftemper will give you an
eafy companion for life ; virtue and good fenfe, an a-
greeable friend ; love and conftancy, a good wife, or
hufband. Where we meet one perfon with all thefe

3D2 accomplifhments,
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accomplifhments, we find an hundred without any one
of them, The world, notwithftanding, is more intent
on trains and equipages, and all the fhowy parts of life;
we love rather to dazzle the multitude, than confult our
proper interefts ; and, as I have elfewhere obferved, it
is one of the moft unaccountable paflions of human na-
ture, that weare at greater pains to appear eafy and hap-
DY to others, than really to make ourfelves fo. Of all
difparities, that in humour makes the moft unhappy mar-
riages, yet {carce enters into our thoughts at the contrac-
ting of them. Several that are in this refpect unequal-

" 1y yoked, and uneafy for life, with a perfon of a par-
ticular charafter, might have been pleafed and happy
with a perfon of a contrary one, notwithftanding they
are both perhaps equally virtuous and laudable in their
kind.

Before marriage we cannot be too inquifitive and dif~
cerning in the faults of the perfon beloved, nor after it
too dim-fighted and fuperficial. However perfect and
accomplithed the perfon appears to you at a diftance,
you will find many blemifhes and imperfeétions in her
humour, upon a more intimate acquaintance, which you
never difcovered or perhaps fufpefted. Here there-
fore difcretion and good nature areto {hew their ftrength;
the firft will hinder your thoughts from dwelling on
what is difagreeable, the other will raife in you all the
tendernefs of compaflion and humanity, and by degrees
foften thofe very imperfections into beauties.

Martiage enlarges the fcene of our happinefs and
miferies. A marriage of love is pleafant; a marriage
of intereft eafy ; and a marriage where both meet, hap-
pyv. A happy marriage has in it all the pleafures of
friendfhip, all the enjoyments of fenfe and reafon, and,
indeed, all the fweets of life. Nothing is a greater
mark of a degenerate and vicious age, than the com

- {mon ridicule which paffes on this ftate of life. It is
indeed, only happy in thefe who can look down with-
ftorn or neglett on the impieties of the times,and
tread the paths of life together in-a conftant uniform
courfe of virtue.

v Monday
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_Ma:zdaj December, 31, 1711%.

Nella venenato littera mifta joco et
Y Ovid. Trift, 1. 566.

ADAPTED.

My Paper flows from no fatyric vein, |
Contains no poifon, and conveys no pain.

Think myfelf highly obliged to the public for their

kind acceptance of a Paper which vifits them every
morning, and has in it none of thofe feafonings that
recommend {0 many of the writings which are invogue
among us.

As, on the one fide, my Paper has not in it a fingle
word of news, a refleltion in politics, nor a firoke of
party ; {o on the other, there are no fathionable touches
of infidelity, no obfcene ideas, no fatires npon prieft-
hood, marriage, and the like popular topicks of ridi-
cule ; no private fcandal, nor any thing that may tend
to the defamation of particular perfons, families, or fo-
cieties. .

There is not one of thofe abovementioned fubjelts
that would not fell a very indifferent Paper, counld I
think of gratifying the public by fuch mean and bafe
-methods, But notwithftanding I have rejected every

- thing that favours of party, every thing that is loofe
and immoral, and every thing that might create un-
eafinefs in the minds of particular perfons, I find that
the demand of my Papers has increaled every month
fince their firft appearance in the world. ‘This does
not perhaps reflect {fo much honour upen myfelf, as on
my readers, who give a much greater attention to dif-
courfes of virtue and morality, than ever I expedted,
or indeed could hope.

* No. 262, When
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‘When I broke loofe from that great body of writers
who have employed their wit and parts in propagating
vice and irreligion, I did not queftion but I fhould be
treated as-an odd kind of fellow, that had a mind to ap-
pear fingular in my way of writing: but the general
reception I have found, convinces me that the world is
not fo corrupt as we are apt to imagine ; and that i
thofe men of parts who have been employed in vitiat-
ing the age, had endeavoured to rectify and amend it.
they needed not have facrificed their good fenfe and
virtue, to their fame and reputation. No man is fo
funk in vice and ignorance, but there are fiill fome
hidden feeds of goodnefs and knowledge in him;
which give him a relifh of fuch refleftions and fpecula-
tions as have an aptnefs to improve the mind, and
make the heart better.

I have fhewn in a former Paper, withhow much care
X have avoided all fuch thoughts as are loofe, obfeene,
orimmoral; and I believe my reader would fiill thiik
the better of me, if he knew the pains I am at in qua-
lifying what ¥ write after fuch a manner, that nothing
may be interpreted as aimed at private perfons. For
thisreafon, when I draw any faulty character, I confider
all thofe perfons to whom the malice of the world may
poflibly apply it, and take care to dath it with fuch par«
ticular circumftances as may prevent all fuch ill-natur-
ed applications. If I write any thing on a black man,
I run over in my mind all the eminent perfons in the
nation who are of that complexion: when I place an
imaginary name at the head of a charafter, I examiné
every fyllable and letter of it, that it may not bear any
refemblance to one that is real. I know very well the
value which every man fets upon his reputation, and
how painful it is to' be expofed to the mirth and deri-
fion of the public, and fhould therefore feorn to divert
my reader at the expence of any private man.

* As T have been thus tender of every particular per-
{on’s reputation, fo I have taken more than erdinary
care not to give offence to thofe who appear in the
higher figures of life. I would not make myfelf merry
even with a piece of pafteboard that is invefied with a

public
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public charatter; for which reafon I have never glan-
ced upon the late defigned proceflion of his Holinefs
and his attendants, notwithftanding it might have af-
forded matter to many ludicrous fpeculations. Among
thofe advantages, which the public may reap from this
Paper; it is not the lzaft, that it draws mens minds off
from the bitternefs of party, and furnithes them with
fubjeéts of difcourfe that may be treated withoutwarmth
or paffion. This is faid to have been the firft defign
of thofe gentlemen who {et on foot the Royal Society;
and had then a very good effe&t, as it turned many of
the greateft geniufes of that age to the difquifitions of
natural knowledge, who, if they had engaged in politics
with the fame parts and application, might have fet
their country in a flame. The air-pump, the barome-
ter, the quadrant, and the like inventions were thrown
out to thofe bufy fpirits, as tubs and barrels are to 2
ahale, that he may let the thip fail on without difturb-
ance, while he diverts himfelf with thofe innocent
amufements.

I have been fo very ferupulous in this particular of
not hurting any man’s reputation, that I have forborn
mentioning even fuch authors as I could not name
with henour. This I muft confefs to have been a
piece of very great felf-denial ; for as the public re-
lifhes nothing better than the ridicule which turns up-
onawriter of any eminence, fo there is nothing which
a man that has but a very ordinary talent in ridicule
may execute with greater eafe. One might raife
laughter for a quarter of a year together upon the
works of a perfon who has publifhed but a very few
volumes. For which reafon I am aftonithed, that thofe
who have appeared againft this Paper have made fo
very little of it. The criticifms which I have hitherto
publifhed, have been made with an intention rather to
difcover beauties and excellencies in the writers of my
own time, than to publifh any of their faults and im-
perfections. In the mean while, I thould take it fora
very great favour from fome of my underhand detrac-
tors, if they would break all meafures with me fo far,
as to give me a pretence for examining their perfor-
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mances with an impartial eye. Nor fhall T lock upon
it as any breach of charity to criticife the author fo
long as I keep clear of the perfon.

In the mean while, ’till I am provoked to fuch hof-
tilities, I thall from time to time endeavour to do juftice
to thofe who have diftinguithed themfelves in the po-
liter parts of learning, and to point out fuch beauties
in their works as may have efcaped the obfervation of
others.

As the firft place among our Englith poets is due to
Milton; and as I have drawn more quotations out of
him than from any other, I {hall enter into a regular
criticifm upon his Paradife Loft, which I thall publith
every Saturday ’till I have given my thoughts upon
that poem. 1 fhall not however prefume to impofe
upon others my own particular judgment on this an-
thor, but only deliver it as my private opinion. Criti-
cifin is of a very large extent, and every particu_la;?
ter in this art has his favourite paflages in an autly
which do not equally firike the beft iudges. It will'Be
fufficient for me if 1 difcover many beauties or imper-
fettions which others have not attended to, and I fhould
be very glad to fee any of our eminent writers publifh
their difcoveries on the fame fubject. In thort, 1 would
always be underftood to write my papers of criticifm
in the fpirit which Horace has exprefled in thofe two.
famous lines;

8i quid novifli reétius iflis,
Candidus imperti; fi nony bis utere mecum.
: 1 Ep. vi. ult.

¢ If you have made any better remarks of your own,

¢ communicate them with candour; if not, make ufe
¢ of thele I prefent you with.’

Thurfday



SPECTATOR. ‘ ‘a0t
H._ mm—

Thurfday, January 3, 1711-12*,

Dixerit ¢ multis aliquis, quid virus in angues
Adjicis? X2 rabide tradis ovile lupe ?

Ovid, de Art. Am. iii. 7.

But fome exclaim, What frenzy rules your mind ?
‘Would you increafe the craft of womankind ?
Teach them new wiles and arts? As well you may
Inftruct a {nake to bite, or wolf to prey.

CONGREVE.

NE of the fathers, if I am rightly informed, has
defigned a woman to be &wor prsxorpors an ani-
mal that delights in finery. I have already treated of
the fex in two or three Papers, conformably to this
definition, and have in particular obferved, that in all
ages they have been more careful than the men to
adorn that part of the head which we generally call
the outfide.

This obfervation is fo very notorious, that when in
ordinary difcourfe we fay a man has a fine head, a long
head, or a good head, we expreis ourfelves metapho-
rically, and fpeak in relation to his underflanding ;
whereas, when we fay of a woman, fthe has a fine, a
long, or a good head, we {peak only in relation to her
commmode, ,

It is obferved among birds, that Nature hazs lavithed
all her ornaments upon the male, who very often ap-
pears in a moft beautiful hed-drefs: whether it be a
creft, a comb, a tuft of feathers, or a natural little
plume, ereted like a kind of pinnacle on the very
top of the head. As Nature, on the contrary, has pour-
ed out her charms in the greateft sbundance upont
the female part of our fpecies, fo they are very affi«
duous in beftowing upon themfelves the fineft garni-

Vor. I, *Noabs. 3 E turcs
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tures of art. The peacock, in all his pride, does not
difplay half the colours that appear in the garments of
a Britifh lady, when fhe is drechd either for a ball or a
birth-day.

But to refurn to our female hcads. The ladies have
been for fome time in a kind of moulting feafon, with
regard to that part of their drefs, having caft great
quantities of ribbon, lace, and cambrick, and in fome
meafure reduced that part of the human figure to the
beautiful globular form which is natural to it. We
have for a great while expected what kind of ornament
would be fubftituted in the place of thofe antiquated
commodes. Our female projectors were all the laft
fummer {0 taken up with the improvement of their
petticoats, that they had not time to attend to any thing
elfe; but having at length fufficiently adorned their
lower parts, they now begin to turn their thoughts
upon the other extremity, as well remembering the old
kitchen proverb, that if you light your fire at both ends,
the middie will thift for itfeif.

T am engaged in this fpeculation by a fight which I
lately met with at the opera. As I was ftanding inthe
hinder part of the box, I took notice of a little clufter
of women fitting together in the prettieft coloured
hoods that ever I faw. One of them was blue, another
vellow, and another philomet; the fourth was of a

ink colour, and the fifth of a pale green. I looked
with as much pleafure upon this little party-coloured
affembly, as upon a bed of tulips, and did not know at
firft whether it might not be an embafly of Indian
Queens ; but upon my going about into the pit, and
taking them in front, I was immediately undeceived,
and faw fo much beauty in every face, that I found
them all to be Englith. Such eyes and lips, cheeks
and fercheads could be the growth of no other coun-
try. The complexion of their faces hindered me
from obferving any further the colour of their hoods,
though I could eafily perceive, by that unfpeakable
fatisfaltion which appeared in their locks, that theiv
own thoughts ‘were wholly taken up on thofe prctty
ornaments they wore upon their heads.
B I-am,
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* 1 am informed that this fafhion fpréads daily, info-
much that the whig and tory ladies begin already to
hang out different colours, and to {hew their principles
in their head-drefs. Nay, if I may believe my friend
‘Will Honeycomb, there is a certain old coquette of
his acquaintance who intends to appear very fuddenly
in a rainbow hood, like the Iris m Dryden’s Virgil,
not queftioning, but that among fuch a variety of co-
lours fhe fhall have a charm for every heart.

My friend Will, who very much values himfelf up-
on his great infights into gallantry, telis me, that he
can already guefS at the humour a lady is in, by her
hood, as the courtiers of Morocco know the difpofition
of their prefent Emperor by the eolour of the drefs
which he puts on. When Melefinda wraps her head
in flame colour, her heart is fet upon execution.
‘When the covers it with purple, I would not, {ays he,
advife her lover to approach her; but if the appears
in white, it is peace, and he may hand her out of her
box with fafety.

‘Will informs me likewife, that thefe hoods may be |
ufed as fignals: “Why elfe, fays he, does Cornelia al=
ays put on a black hood when her hufband is gong
into the country ? .

Such are my friend Honeycomb’s dreams of gal-
lantry. For my own part, I impute this diverfity in
colours in the hoods to the diverfity of complexion of
the faces of my pretty countrywomen, Ovid in his
Art of Love has given fome precepts as to this parti-
cular, though I find they are different from thoft which
prevail among the moderns. He recommends a red
ftriped filk to the pale complexion ; white to the brown,
and dark to the fair. On the contrary, my friend
‘Will, who pretends to be a greater maiter in this art
than Ovid, tells me, that the paleft features logk the
moft agreeable in white farfenet ; that a facé which is
overfluthed appears to advantage in the deepeft fearlet,
and that the darkeft complexion isnota little alleviated
by a black hood. In fhort, he is for lofing the colour
of the face in that of the hood, as a fire burns dimly,
and acandle goes half out, in the light of the fun.

3Ez2 "This,
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This, fays he, your Ovid himfelf has hinted,wherehe
treats of thefe matters, when he telis us that the blue-
water nymphs are drefied in fkyscoloured garmentsj
and that Aurora, who always appears in the light of
the rifing fun, is robed in faffron.

‘Whether thefe his obfervations are juftly grounded I
canmot tell: but I have often known him, as we have
ftood together behind the ladies, praife or difpraife the
complexion of a face which he never faw, from ob-
{erving the colour of her hood, and e has been very
feldom out in thefe his gueffes.

As I bave nothing more at heart than the honour
and improvement of the fair fex, I cannot conclude
this Paper without an exhortation to the Britifh ladies,
that they would excel the women of all other nations
as much in virtue and good fenfe as they do in beautys
which’they may certainly do, if they,will be as induftri
cus to cultivate their minds as they are to adorn
their bodies. In the mean while, I {fhall recommend
* to their moit ferious confideration the faying of an old
Greek poet,

Tuvetint xooru® o Tpox@r ¥ o’ Xpuoiz,

pp—

Saturday, Fanuary 5, 1712%,

Cedite Romani feriptores, cedite Graii,
Propert. El. 34. lib. 2, ver. 65-

Give place, ye Roman, and ye Grecian wits.

THERE is nothing in nature fo irkfome as genes -
ral difcourfes, efpecially when they turn chiefly
upon words. For this reafon I fhall wave the difcuf-
fion of that point which was fiarted fome years fince,
whether MiLToN's Paraprse Lost may be called an
heroic poem ? Thofe who will not give it that title,
may call it (if they pleafe) a Divine Poem. It will
eb NO- 267- b.
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be fufficient to its perfeQtion, if it has in it all the
beauties of the higheft kind of poetry ; and as for thofe
who alledge it is not an heroic poem, they advance no
more to the diminution of it, than if they fhould fay
Adam is not Alneas, or Eve Helen.

I fhall chereforeexamine it by the rules of epicpoetry,
and {ee whether it falls thort of the Iliad or ¥Eneid,
in the beauties which are effential to that kind of writ<
ing. 'The firft thing to be confidered in an epic poem
is the fable, which is perfet or imperfect, according
as the aftion which it relates is more or lefs fo. This
action thould have three qualifications in it.. Firft, It
fhould be but one aftion. Sccondly, It thould be an
entire action. Thirdly, It {hould be a great action.
To confider the ation of the lliad, /Encid, and Pa-
radife Loft, in thefe three feveral lights. Homer, to
preferve the unity of his action, haftens into the midft
of things, as Horace has obferved. Had he gone up ta
Leda’s egg, or begun much later, even at the rape of
Helen, or the invelting of Troy, it is manifeft that the
ftory of the poem would have been a {eries of feveral
actions. He therefore opens his poem with the difcord
of his princes, and artfully interweaves, in the feveral
{ucceeding parts of it, an account of every thing ma~-
terial which relates to them, and had pafled before that
fatal diffenfion. After the fame manner Aineas makes
his firft appearance in the Tyrrhene feas, and within
fight of Italy, becaufe the action propofed to be cele-
brated was that of his fettling himf{elf in Latium. But
becaunfe it was neceflary for the reader to know what
had happened to him in the taking of Troy, and in
the preceding parts of his [voyage, Virgil makes his
hero relate it by way of epifode in the fecond and third
' books of the Aneid. The contents of both which
books come hefore thofe of the firft book in the thread
of the ftory, though, for preferving of this unity of ac-
tion, they follow it in the difpofition of the poem,
Milton, in imitation of thefe two great poets, opens
his Paradife Loft with an infernal council plotting
the fall of man, which is the altion he propoitd to
eclebrate; and as for thofe great aliions, which pre-

ceded
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ceded in point of time, the battle of the angels, and
the creation of the world, (which would have entirely
deftroyed the unity of his principal action, had he re=
lated them in the fame order that they happened) he
caft them into the fifth, fixth, and feventh books, by
way of epifode to this neble poem.

Ariftotle himfeIf allows, that Homer has nothing to
boaft of as to the unity of his_fable, though, at the fame
time, that great critic and philofopher endeavours to
palliate this imperfeCtion in the Greek poet by im-
puting it in fome meafure to the very nature of an epic
poem. Some have been of opinion, that the Aneid
alfo labours in this particular, and has epifodes which
may be looked upon as cxcrcfcenccs rather than as
parts of the aftion. On the contrary, the poem which
we have now under our confideration, hath no other
‘epifodes than fuch as naturally arife from the fubject,
and yet is filled with foch a multitude of aitonithing
incidents, that it gives us at the fame time a pleafure
of the greateft variety, and of the greateft fimplicity ;
uniform in its nature, though diverfified in the execus
211,

I muft obferve alfo, that as Virgil, in the poem which
was defigned to celebrate the original of the Roman
empire, has defcribed the birth of its great rival, the
Carthaginian commonwealth, Milton, with the like
art in his poem on the Fall of Man, has related the fall
of thofe angels who are his profefled enemies. Befides
the many other beautiesin fuch an epifode, its running
parallel with the great action of the poem hinders it
from breaking the unity fo much as another epifode
would have done, that had not {o great an affinity with
the principal fubject. In thort, this is the fame kind
of beauty which the critics admire in the Spanifl
Frier, or The Double Diicovery, where the two dif-
ferent plots look like counter-parts and copies of one
another.

The fecond gualification required in the a&ion of an
epic poem, s, that it fhould be an entire adtion. An
action is entire when it iscomplete in all its parts; ory
as Ariftotle deferibes it, when it confifts of a beginning,

a middle
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a middie, and an end. Nothing fhould go before it,
be intermixed with it, or follow after it, that is not re-
lated to it. As, on the contrary, no fingle ftep thould
be omitted in that juft and regular procels which it
muft be fuppofed to take from its original to its con=
fummation. Thus we fee the anger of Achilles in its
birth, its continuance and effeéts ; and /Eneas’s fettle-
ment in Italy, carried on through all the oppofitions in
his way to it both by fea and land. The aétion in Mil-
ton excells (T think) both the former in this particular:
we fee it contrived in hell, executed upon earth, and
punithed by heaven, The parts of it are told in the
moft diftinét manner, and grow out of one another in
the moft natural method.

The third qualification of an epic poem is its Great-
nefs. 'The anger of Achilles was of iuch confequence
that it embroiled the kings of Greece, deftroyed the
heroes of Troy, and engaged all the gods in faftions.
Lneas’s fettdement in Italy produced the Cefars, and
gave birth to the Roman empire. Milton’s fubjeét was
ftill greater than either of the former; it does not de-
termine the fate of fingle perfons or nations, but of a
whole fpecies. The united powers of hell are joined
together for the defiruction of mankind, which they
effeCted in part, and wenld have compleated, had not
Omnipotence itfelf interpofed. The principal altors
are man in his greateft perfection, and woman in her
higheft beauty. Their enemies are the fallen angels;
the Mefliah their friend, and the Almighty their pro-
tector.  In fhort, every thing that is great in the whole
circle of being, whether within the verge of nature, or
out of it, has a proper part afligned it in this admirable
poem.

In poetry, as in architefture, not only the whole, but
the ‘principal members, and every part of them, fhould
be great. I will not prefume to fiy, that the book of
games in the /Eneid, or that in the 1liad, are not of this
pature, or to reprehend Virgil’s fimile of the top, and
many other of the fame kind in the Iliad; as Lable to
any cenfure in this particular 3 but 1 think we may fay,
without derogating from thole wonderful performan-

e,
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¢ces; that there is an unqueftionable magnificence in
every part of Paradife Loft, and indeed a much great-
er than could have been formed upon any Pagan fyfe
tem.

But Ariftotle, by the greatnefs of the aétion, does
not only mean that it fhould be great in its nature, but
alfo in its duration, or in other words, that it {thould
have a due length in it, as well as what we properly
call Greatnefs. The juft meaiure of this kind of mag-
nitude, he explains by the following fimilitude :—An
animal, no bigger than a mite, cannot appear perfedt
to the eye, becaufe the fight takesit in at once, and
has only a confufed idea of the whole, and not a dif~
tinét idea of all its parts ; if on the contrary you {hould
fuppofe an animal of ten thoufand furlongs in length,
the eye would be filled with a fingle part of it, that
it could not give the mind an idea of the whole. What
thefe animals are to the eye, a very fhort or a very
fong ation would be to the memory. The firft fhould
be, as it were, loft and {wallowed up by it, and the
other difficult to be contained in it. Homer and Vir-
gil have thewn their principle art in this particular ;
t caftion of the Iliad, and that of the Alneid, were in
themfelves excecding fhort, but are fo beautifully ex-
tended and diveriified by the invention of epifodes, and
the machinery of gods, with the like poetical orna-
ments, that they make up an agreeable ftory, fufficient
to employ the memory without overcharging it. Mil-
ton’s action is enriched with fuch a variety of circum-
ftances, that I have taken as much pleafure in reading
the contents of his books, as in the beft invented ftory
¥ ever met with. It is poflible, that the traditions, on
which the lliad and Zneid were built, had more cir-
cumftances in them, than the hiftory of the Fall of
Man, as it is related in feriprure. Befides, it was
eafier for Homer and Virgil to dafh the truth with fies
" tion, as they were in no danger of offending the reli-
gion of their country by it. But as for Milten, he had
not only a very few circumftances upon which to raife
his poem, but was alfo obliged ta proceed with the
. greateft caution in every thing that he, added out g
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his own invention. ~And, indeed, notwithftanding all
the reftraint he was under, he has filled his {tory with
fo many furprificg incidents, which bear f{o clofe an
analogy with what is delivered in holy writ, that it is
capable of pleafing the moft delicate reader, without
giving offence to the moft {crupulous.

The modern critics have collected from feveral hints
in the Iliad and Aneid, the {pace of time which is taken
up by the altion of each of thefe poems; but as a
great part of Milton'’s ftory was tranfaéted in regions
that lic out of the réach of the fun and the fphere of
day, it is impoffible to gratify the reader with fuch a
calculation, which indeed would®e more curidus than
inftructive ; none of the critics, either 4ncient or mo-
dern, having laid down rules to circumfcribe the action
of an epic poem with any determined number of years,
days, or hours.

This piece of criticifm on Milton’s Paradife Loft
{hall be carried on in the following Saturday’s Papers.

ke _ - b

Saturday, January 12, 1711-12%.

Notandi funt tibi mores.
Hor. Ars Poet: ver. 156.

Note well the marnners.

AVING examined the altion of Paradife Loft,

let us in the next place confider the aftors.

This is Ariftotle’s method of conlidering, firft the

fable, and fecondly the manners; or, as we general-

ly call them in Englifh, the fable and the charac-
ter.

Homer has excelled all the heroic poets that ever
wrote in the multitude and variety of his charalters.
Tvery god that is admitted into his poem, aéls a part
which would have been fuitable to no other deity. His
princes are as much diftinguifhed by their manners, as

Ver. IL. * No. 273 s F by
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by their dominions 3 and even thofe among them,
whofe charaéters feem wholly made up of courage, dif-
fer from one another as to the particular kinds of
courage-in which they excel. In fhort, there is fcarce
a fpeech or aftion in the Iliad, which the reader may
not afcribe to the perfon who fpeaks or alts, without
feeing his name at the head of it.

Homer does not only outthine all other poets in the
variety, but alfo in the novelty of his charalters. He
has introduced among his Grecian princes a perfon whe
had lived thrice the age of man, and converfed with
Thefeus, Hercules, Polyphemus, and the firft race of
heroes. His principal aftor is the fon of a goddefs,
not to mention the offspring of other deities, who
have likewife a place in this poem, and the venerable
Trojan prince, who was the father of fo many kings
and heroes.” There is in thefe feveral characters of
Homer, a certain dignity, as well as novelty, which a-
dapts them in a more peculiar manner to the nature of
an heroic poem. ‘Though, at the fame time, to give
them a greater variety, he has defcribed a Vulcan, that
is a buffoon among his gods, and a Therfites among
his mortals.

Virgil falls infinitely fhort of Homer in the charac-
ters of his poem, both as to their variety and novelty..
£Eneas is indeed a perfect charaéler, but as for Achates,
though he is ftiled the hero’s friend, he does nothing
in the whole poem which may deferve that title. Gyas,
Mneftheus, Sergeftus and Cloanthus, are all of them
men of the fame ftamp and character.

Fortemque Gyan, fortemque Cloanthum.

There are indeed feveral matural incidents in the
Part of Afcanius: and that of Dido cannot be fuffi-
ciently admired. 1 do not fee any thing new or par-
ticular in Turnus. Pallas and Evander are remote co-
pies of Heftor and Priam, as Laufus and Mezentius
are almoft parallels to Pallas and Evander. The cha-
raters of Nifus and Euryalus are beautiful, but com-
mon. We muft not forget the parts of Sinon, Ca-

milja,
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milla, and fome few others, which are fine improve~
ments on the Greek poet. In fhort, there is neither
that variety or novelty in the perfons of the /Eneid,
which we meet with in thofe of the Iliad.

If we look into the charaéters of Milton, we thall
find that he has introduced all the varisty his fable was
capable of receiving. The whole fpecies of mankind
was in two perfons at the time to which the fubjeét of
his poem is confined. We have, however, four diftinct
charalters in thefe two perfons. We fee man and

‘woman in the higheft innocence and perfection, and in

the moft abject ftate of guilt and infirmity. The two
laft charalters are, indeed, very common and obvious,
but the twe firit are not only more magnificent, but
more new than any charaters either in Virgil or Ho-
mer, or indeed in the whole circle of nature.

Milton was fo fenfible of this defeét in the fubjeét of
his poem, dnd of the few charaéters it would afford
him, that he has brought into it two ators of a fha-
dowy and filtitious nature, in the perfons of Sin and
Death, by which means he has wrought into the body
of his fable a very beautiful and well-invented allego-
ry. But notwith{tanding the finenefs of this allegory
may atone for it in fome meafure, I cannot think that
perfons of fuch a chimerical exiftence are proper ac-
tors in an epic poem ; becaufe there is not that mea-
fure of probability annexed to them, which is requifite
in writings of this kind, as I fhall fhew more at large
hereafter. ;

Virgil has, indeed, admitted Fame as an aétrefs in
the Aineid, but the part the adls is very fhort, and
none of the moft admired circumftances in that divine
work. We find in mock-heroic poems, particularly
in the Difpenfary, and the Lutrin, {everal allegorical
perfons of this nature, which are very beautiful in thofe
compofitions, and may perhaps be ufed as an argu-
ment, that the authors of them were of opinion fuch
characters might have a place in an epic work. For
my own part, I thould be glad the reader would think
{o, for the fake of the poem I am now examining, and
muft further add, that if fuch empty unfubftantial be-

352 ings
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ings may be ever made ufe of on this occafion, never
were any more nicely imagined, and employed in more
proper aftions, than thofe of w]nch I am now fpeak-
n

Another principal afor in this poem isthe great ene-
my of mankind. The part of Ulyfles -in Homer's
Odyfley is very much admired by Ariftotle, as perplex-
in g that fable with very agreeable plots and intricacies,
not only by the many adventures in his voyage, and
the fubtilty of his behaviour, but by the various con-
cealments and difcoveries of his perfon in feveral parts
of that poem. But the crafty being I have now men-
tioned makes a much longer voyage than Ulyfies, puts
in praftice many more wiles and firatagems, and hides .
himfelf under a greater variety of {hapes and appear-
ances, all of which are feverally deteéted, to the great
delight and furprife of the reader.

We may likewife obferve with how much art the
poet has varied feveral charaters of the perfons that
{peak in this infernal affembly. On the contrary, how
has he reprefented the whole Godhead exerting itfelf
towards man in its full benevelence under the three-
fold diftin&tion of a Creator, 3 Redeemer, and a Com-
forter |

Nor muft we omit the perfon of Raphael, who,
amidft his tendernefs and friendfhip for man, fhews
fuch a dignity and condefcenfion in all his fpeech and
behaviour, as are fuitable to a fuperior nature, The
angels. are indeed as much diverfified in Milton, and
diftinguithed by their proper parts, as the gods are in
Homer or Virgil. The reader will find nothing af=
eribed to Uriel, Gabriel, Michael, or Raphael, which
is not in a particular manner fuitable to their refpec-
tive characters.

There is another circumftance in the principal actors
of the Iliad and Aneid, which gives a peculiar beauty
to thofe two poems, and was therefore contrive@®with
very great judgment. I mean the authors having cho-
{en, for their heroes, perfons who were fo nearly rela-
ted to the people for whom they wrote. Achilles was
a Greek, and Aineas the remote founder of Rome. By

- this



SPECTATOR. _ 413

this means their countrymen (whom they principally
propofed to themfelves for their readers) were parti-
cularly attentive to all the parts of their ftory, and
fympathized with their heroes in all their adventures.
A Roman could not but rejoice in the efcapes, fuccefles,
and victories of Aineas, and be grieved at any defeats,
misfortunes, or difappointments that befel him; as a
Greek muft have had the fame regard for Achilles.
And it is plain, that each of thoft poems have loft this
great ‘advantage, among thofe readers to whom their
heroes are as {trangers, or indifferent perfons.

Milton’s poem is admirable in this refpedt, fince it is
impoflible for any of its readers, whatever nation, coun- .
try, or people he may belong to, not to be related to
the perfbns who are the principal altors in it ; but
what is {till infinitely more to its advantage, the prin-
cipal adtors i this peem are not only our progenitors,
but our reprefentatives.  We have an atual intereft
in every thing they do, and no lefs than our utmoft
happinefs is concerned, and lies at ftake in all their
behaviour,

I ihall fubjoin as 2 corollary to the foregoing remark,
an admirable obfervation out of Ariftotle, which hath
been very much mifreprefented in the quotations of
fome snodern critics: ¢ If a man of perfe& and con-
¢ fummate virtue falls into a misfortune, it raifes our
¢ pity, but not our terror, becaufe we do not fear that
¢ it may be onr own cafe, who do not refemble the
fuffering perfon.” But, as that great philofopher adds,
If we {ee a man of virtue mixt with infirmities fall
¢ into any misfortune, it does not only raife our pity
¢ but our terror 3 becaufe we are afraid that the like
¢ misfortunes may happen to ourlclves, who refemble
¢ the charalter of the iuffering perfon.’ :

I fhall take another opportunity to obferve, that a
perfon of an abfelute and confummate virtue {hould
never be introduced in tragedv; and fhall only remark
in this place, that the foregoing obfervation of Arifto-
tle, though it*may be true in other occafions, does not
hold in this; becaufe, in the prefent cafe, though the
perfons who fall into misfortune are of the moft perfeét
- : and

LI
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and confummate virtue, it is not to be oonfidered as
what may poflibly be, but what atually is our own
cafe ; fince we are cmba.rked with them on the fame
bottom, and muft be partakers of their happinefs or
mifery.

In this, and fome other very few inftances, Ariftotle’s
rules for epic poetry (which he had drawn from his re-
fledtions upon Homer) cannot be fuppofed to quadrate
exactly with the heroic poems which have been made
fince his time; fince it is plain his rules would {till
have been more perfect, could he have perufed the
Aineid, which was made fome hundred years after his
death.

In my next, I fhall go through other parts of Mil-
ton’s poem ; and hope, that what I fhall there ad-
vance, as well as what I have already written, will
not only ferve as a commcnt upon Milton, but upon
Ariftotle.

Saturday, January 19, 1711-12*.

Reddere perfona feit convenientia cuique.
Hor. Ars Poet. ver. 716,
He knows what beft befits cach charalter.

L have already taken a general furvey of the

fable and charadters in Milton’s Paradife Loft,

The parts which remain to be cotifidered, according to
Ariftotle’s method, are the Sentiments and the Lan-
guage. Before I enter upon the firft of thefe, I mufk
advertife my reader, that it is my defign, as foon as I
have finiflied my general refleftions on thefe four feve-
ral heads, to give particular inftances out of the poem
which is now before us of beauties-and imperfeétions
which may be obferved under each of them, as alfo
of fuch other particulars as may not properly fall under
any of them. This I thought fit to premife, that the
* No. 279. reader

\
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reader may not judge too haftily of this piece of criti~
cifm, or look npon it as imperfe, before he has feen
the whole extent of it.

The fentiments in an Epic poem are the thoughts
and behaviour which the author aferibes to the perfons
whom he introduces, and are juft when they are con-
formable to the charadters of the feveral perfons. The
fentiments have likewife a relation to things as well ag
perfons, and are then perfect when they are fuch as
are'adapted to the fubjet. I, in either of thefe cafes,
the poet endeavours to argue or explain, to magnify or
diminifh, to raife love or hatred, pity or terror, or any
other paflion, we ought to confider whether the fenti-
ments he makes ufe of are proper for thefe ends. Ho-
mer is cenfured by the critics for his defet as to this
particular in feveral parts of the Iliad and Odyfley,
though, at the fame time, thofe who have treated this
great poet with candour, have attributed this defect to
the times in which he lived. Tt was the fault of the
age, and not of Homer, if there wants that delicacy in
fome of his fentiments, which now appears in the works
of men of a much inferior genius. Befides, if there
are blemifhes in any particular thoughts, there is an
mfinite beanty in the greateft part of them. In fhort,
if there are many poets who would not have fallen into
the meannefs of fome of his fentiments, there are none
who could have rifen up to the greatnefs of others,
Virgil has excelled all others in the propriety of his
fentiments. Milton {hines likewile very much in this
particular : nor muft we omit one confideration which
adds to his honour and reputation. Homer and Virgil
introduced perfons whofe characters are commonly
known among men, and fuch as are to be met with
either in hiftory or in ordinary converfation. Milton’s
chara&ers, moft of them, lie out of nature, and were
to be formed purely by his own invention. It fhews 2
greater genius in Shakefpeare to have drawn his Caly-
ban than his Hotfpur or Julius Cuwfar; the one was
to be fupplied out of his own imagination, whereas
the other might have been formed upon tradition,
hiftory, and obfervation. It was much eafics thérefore

for
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for Homer to find proper fentiments for an affembly of
Grecian generals, than for Milton to diverfify his in-
fernal council with proper charaéters,and infpire them
with a variety of fentiments. The loves of Dido and
Zneas are only copies of what has pafled between
other perfons. Adam and Eve, before the fall, are a
different fpecies from that of mankind, who are de+
{fcended from them; and none but a poet of the moft
unbounded invention, and the moft exquifite judg-'
ment, could have filled their converfation and beha-
viour with fo many apt circumftances during their ftate
of innocence.
. Nor is it fuflicient for an Epic poem to be filled with
fuch thounghts as are matwral, unlefs it abound alfo
with fuch as are fwblime. Virgil in this particular falls
fhort of Homer. He has not indeed fo many thoughts
that are low and vulgar; but at the fame time he has
not fo many thoughts that are fublime and noble. The
truth of it is, Virgil fcldom rifes into very altonifhing
fentiments, where he is not fired by the Iliad. He
every where charms and pleafes us, by the force of his
own genius, but feldom elevates and tranfports us
where he does not fetch his hints from Homer.
Milton’s chief talent, and indeed his diftinguifhing
excellence, lies in the fublimity of his thoughts. There
are others of the moderns who rival him in every othex
part of poetry ; but in the greatnefs of his {entiments
he triumphs over all the poets both modern and an-
cient, Homer only excepted. It is impofiible for the
imagination of man to diftend itfelf with greater ideas,
than thofe which he has laid together in his firfty fe-
cond, and fixth books. The feventh, which deferibes
the creation of the world, is likewile wonderfully fub-
lime, though not fo apt to ftir up emotion in the mind
of the reader, nor confequently fo perfect in the epic
way of writing, becaufe it is filled with lefs action.
Let the judicious reader compare what Longinus has
obferved on feveral paffages in Homer, and he will find
parallels for moft of them in the Paradife Loft. :
. From what has been faid we may infer, that as there
are two kinds of fentiments, the natural and the {ub-
lune,
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limle, which are always to be purfued in an heroic
poem, there are al{o two kinds of thoughts which are
careflilly to be avoided. The firtkare fuch as are affee-
ted- and unnatural; the fecond fuch as are mean and
vulgar. As for the firlt kind of ‘thoughts, we meet
with little or nothing that is likke them in Virgil, He
has none of thofe trifling points and puerilities that arc
fo often to be met with in Ovid, none of the epigram-
matic turns of Lucan, none of thofe fweliing fenti-
_ ments which are {o frequent in Statins and Clandian,
none of thofe mixed embellithments of Taflv. Eve-
ty thing is juft and natural.  His fentiments {hew that
he had a perfeft infight into human nature, and that
he knew every thing which was the moft proper to af=
fedt it '

Mr Dryden has in fome places, which I may here-
after. take notice of, mifreprefented Virgil's way of
thinking ‘as to this particulsr, in the tranflation he has
given us of the Aneid. I d¢ not remember that He-
mer any where falls ‘into the faults above mentionéd,
which were indeed the falfe refinements of later ages.
Milton, it muft be confeflt, has fometimes erved in this
refpeét, as I fhall thow more at large in another Paper;
though, cenfidering how all the poets of the age in
which he writ were infedted with this wrong way of
thinking, he is rather to be admired that he did not
give more into it, than that he did fometimes comply
with the vicious tafte which ftill prevails {fo much among
modern writers. ! 1 .

But fince feveral thoughts may be natural which are
low and groveling, an epic poet thould not only avoid
fuch fentiments as are unnatural or affzfied, but aiio
fuch as are mean and vulgar. Homer has opened a
great ficld of raillery to men of more delicacy than
greatnefs ‘of genius, by the homelinefs of {ome of his
{entiments. But, as I have before {aid, thefe are ra-
ther to be imputed to the fimplicity of the age in
which' he lived, to which T may alfo add, of that
which he deferibed, than to any imperfection in that
divine poet. Zoilus, among the ancients, and Mon-
fieur Perrault, among the moderns, puthed their ri-

Vor. 1. 1 G dicule
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dicule very far upon him, on account of fome fuch
fentiments.  There is no blemith to be obferyed in
Virgil under this head, and but a very few intMil-
ton. i

I fhall give but one inféance of this impropriety of
thought in Homer, and at the {ame time compare it
with an inftance of the fame mature, both in Virgil
and Miltou. Semtiments which raife laughter, cam
very feldom be adimitted with any decency into an he-
roic poem, whofc bufinefs it is to excite paflions of a
much nobler nuture. Homer, hiowever, in his cha-
raéters of Vulean and Therfites; in his ftory of Mars
and Venus, in his behaviour of Isis, and in other paf-
fages, hes been obferved to have lapfed into. the burs.
lefque character, and to have departed from that feris
ous air whicle feems effential to the magnificence of
an epic peem. I remember but one laugh in the
whole Znecid, which rifes in the fifth book, upon
Monwmtes, where he is reprefented as thrown over-
board, and drying himfelf upon a rock. - Lut this
piece of mirth is fo well timed that the fevercit critie
can: have nothing to fay againf it ; for it is in the
book ef games and diverfiens, where the reader’s mind
may be fuppofed o be fufliciently relaxed for fuch an
entertainment.  The only piece of plealintry in Para-
dife Loeft, is where the evil {pirits are defribed as
rallying the angels upon the fuccefs of their new-in-
vented ardllery.  'This paffage I look upon to be the
molft exceptionable in the whole poem,. as being no-
thing elfe but a {iring of puns; and thof too very in-
different ones.

% Satan beheld their plight,
¢ And to his mates thus in derifion call'd :—
«¢ O fiends | why come not on thofe victors proud *
¢ Tire while they ficrce were coming, and when we,,
« "T'o entertain them fair with epen fronz,
« And breaft (what could we moxe ) propounded terms
< Of compofition, ftraight they chang’d their minds,
¢ Fleav offy and into {trange vagaries fell '
& As they would dance : yet for a dance they feem’d
¢ Somewhat
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¢ Somewhat extravagant, and wild ; perhaps
#¢ For joy of offered peace ; but I fuppofe
“¢ If cur propofals once again were heard,
¢ We fhould compel them to a quick refilt.
¢ To whom thus Belial, in like gamefome mood :—
¢ Leader, the terms we fent were terms of queiglt,
¢ Of hard contents, and full of force urg’d home ;
¢¢ Such as we might perceive amus’d them all,
“¢ And flumbled many ; who receives them right
#¢ Had need from head to foot well wnder/ffand ;
¢ Not under/flsod, this gift they have befides,
¢ They fhew us when our foes awalk not upright.
 So they among themfelves in pleafant vein
« Stood feofling—————

MirT. Par. L. b. vi. L. 609, &e.

Saturday, Jannary 26, 1711-12%,

Ne, quicungque Deus, quicnngue adbibebitur leros,
Regali confpedtus in-auro nuper & ¢firo,
Miyret in obfcuras bunili fermone taberras :
Auty dum vitat huwwm, nubes & inania captet.
Hor, Ars Poet. ver. 227.

But then they did not wrong themfelves fo much,

To make a God, a Hero, or a King,

(Stript of his golden crown, or purple robe)

Defcend to a mechanic dialeét ;

Nor (to avoid fuch meannefs) foaring high,

With empty found, and airy notions, fly.
RosCOMMOR.

AVING already treated of the fible, the cha-
racters, and fentiments in the Paradife Loit,

we are in the lalt place to confider the language;
and as the learned world is very much divided upon
Milton as to this point, I hope they will excufe me if I
* No. 283, 3G 2 appear
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appear particular in any of my opinions, and incline te
thofe who judge the moft advantageoufly of the author.

It is requifite that the language of an hercic poem

fhould be both perfpicuous and {ublime. In proportion
* as cither of thefe two qualities are wanting, the lan-
guage is imperfeét.  Perfpicuity is the firft and moft
necellary qualification ; infomuch that a good-natured
veader fometimes overlooks a little {lip even in the
grammar or- {yatax, where it is impeflible for him to
miftake the poet’s fenfe. Of this kind is that paflage
in Milton, wherein he fpeaks of Satan

¢ ——God and his Son except,
¢ Created thing nought valu'd he nor fhunn’d.”

And that in which he defcribes Adam and Eve :—

« Adam the goodliﬂﬂ: man of men fince born
*¢ His fons, the faireft of her daughters Eve.”

It is plain, that in the former of thefe paffages, accord-
ing to the natural fyntax, the divine perfons mentioned
in the firft line are reprefented as created beings; and
that, in the other, Adam and Eve are confounded with
their fons and daughters. Such Little blemifhes as thefe,
when the thought is great and natural, we {hould, with
Horace, impute to a pardonable inadvertency, or to the
weaknefs of human nature, which cannot attend to
cach minute particular, and give the laft finithing to
every circumftance in {fo long a work. The ancient
critics therefore, who were acted by a {pirit of candour,
rather than that of cavilling, invented certain figures of
{peech, gn purpofe to palliate little errors of « this na-
ture in the writings of thofe authors who had fo many
greater beauties to atone for them.

If clearnefs and perfpicuity were only tq be confulted,
the poct wauld have nothing elfe to do but- to clothe
his Emuwhts in the moflt plain and natural expreflions,
But ﬁncc it often happens that the moft obvious phrafes,
-and thofe which are ufed in ordinary cenverfation, be-
¢ome too familiar to the cary and congract a kind of

meannefs
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aeannefs by pafling through the mouths of the vulgar;
a poet fhould take particular care to guard himfelf ay
gainft idiomatic ways of fpeaking. Ovid and Lucan
have many poornefies of expreflion upon this account,
as taking up.with the firft phrafes that offered, without
putting themielves to the trouble of locking after fuch
as would not only have been natural, but alfo elevated
and fublime, M:lton has but few failings in this kind,
of which, however, you may meet with fome mﬂanccs,
as in the following paffages :

¢ Embrios and idiots, eremits and friars,

“ White, black, and grey, with all their trumpery,
 Here pb]gnms roam
£ A while difcourfe they hold

£ No fear left dinner cool ; when thus began
¢ Qur author.
 Who of all ages to fucceed, but feeling

¢“ The evil on him brought by me, will curfe
¢ My head ; iil fare‘our anceftor impure,

¢ For this we may thank Adam. i

-

The great mafters in compofition know very well
that many an elegant phrafe becomes improper for a
poct or an orator, when it has been debafed by com-
‘mon ufe. For this reafon the works of ancient authors,
which are written in dead languages, have a great ad-
wantage over thofe which are written in languages that
are now fpoken. Were there any mean phrafes or
idioms in Virgil and Homer, they would not thock the
ear of the moft delicate modern reader, {fo much ag
they would have done that of an old Greek or Roman,
becaufe we never hear them pronounced in our fireets,
or in ordinary codverfation.

It is not therefore fufficient, that the languagc of an
epic poem be pcrf picuous, unlefs it be alfo fublime,
Fo this end it ought to deviate from the common forms
and ordinary phrafes of f{peech. The judgment of 2
poet very much difcovers itfelf in fhunning the common
roads of exprefion, without falling into fuch ways of
‘pccch as may {zem ftiff and unnatural ; he muft not

{ivel]
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fwell into a falfe fublime, by endeavouring to avoid the
other extreme. Among the Greeks, /lchylus, and
fometimes Sophocles, were guilty of this fault; among
the Latins, Claudian and Statius ; and among our own
countrymen, Shake(peare and Lee. In thefe authors
the affectation of greatnefs often hurts the perfpicuity
of the ftile, as in many others the endeavour after per-
{picuity prejudices its greatnefs.

Ariltotle has obferved, that the idiomatic ftile may
be avoided, and the fublime formed by the following
methods :—Firft, by the ufe of metaphors; fuch are
thofe of Milton :

¢ Imparadis’d in one another’s arms,
&5 And in his hand a reed

«¢ Stood waving tipt with fire.
¢ The grafly clouds now calv'd,
% Spangled with eves

In thefe, and innumerable other inftances, the meta.
phors are very bold, but juft ; I muft however obferve,
that the metaphors are not fo thick fown in Milton,
which always favours too much of wit; that they never
clath with one another, which, as Ariftotle obferves,
turns a {fentence into a kind of an enigma or riddle;
and that he feldom has recourfe to them where the pro-
_per and natural words will do as weil.

Another way of raifing the language, and giving it
a poctical turn, is to make ufe of the idioms of other
tongues.  Virgil is full of the Greek forms of fpeech,
which the eritics call Hellenifins, as Horace in his odes,
abounds with them much more than Virgil. I need
not mention the feveral dialets which Homer has made
ufe of for this end, Milton, in conformity with the
practice of the ancient poets, and with Ariftotle’s rule,
has infufed a great many Latinifms, as well as Gruecifms,
and fometimes Hebraifms, into the language of his
poem ; as towards the beginning of it:—

¢« Nor did they not perceive the evil plight
¢ In which they were, or the fierce pains not feel.
i
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“ Yet to their gen'ral’s voice they foon obty d
L Who {hall tempt with wand’ring feet
¢ The dark unbottom'd infinite abyfs,

“« And through the palpable obfcure find out

¢ His uncouth way, or {pread his airy Hlight

¢ Upborn with undefatigable wings

« Over the vaft abrupt ! £

« — 8o both afcend

¢ In the vifions of God——— Book 2.
" Under this head may be reckoned the placing the
adjective after the fubitantive, the trmlpoﬁtmn of wor ds.,
the turmng the adjeétive into a fubftantive, with fevea

ral other foreign modes of ipeech which this poet has
naturalized to give his verfe the greater found, and
thirow it out of proiw...

The third method mcntlon-"d by Ariftotle is what
agrees with the qemu« of the Greek lingnage more than
with that of any other tongue, and is Ll\t.rcr.uu: more
ufed by Homer thaa by any other poet. 1 mean the
Iengtheninig of a phrafe by the addition of words,
which may either be inferted or omitted, as alfo by th
extending or contralting of particular words by the in~
fertion or omiflion of certain {yllables. IMilton has
put in practice this method of raifing his language, as
far as the nature of our tongue will permit, as in the
patiage above mentioned, Lremite, for what is her-
mit, in common diftourfe. If you obferve the mea-
fure of his verfe, he has with great judgment fupprefi-
ed a fyliable in feveral words, and fhortened thofe of
twe fyliables into one; by which methed, befides the
above-mentioned advantage, he has gm:n a greater

variety to his numbess. But this practice is more par-
ticularly remarkable in the names of perfons and of
countries, as Be¢lzebub, Heffebon, and in many other
particulars, wherein he-has either changed the name,
or made ufe of that which is not the moft commonly
known, that he might the better deviate from the lan-

guage of the vulgar.
The
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The fame reafon recomrncndcd to him feveral old
words, which alfo makes his poem appear the more ve-
nerable, and gives it a gre:ltei' air of antiqnity. :

I muft likewife take n{mcc, that there are in Milton
feveral words of his own coining, as cerberean, mijcreat-
ed, hell-dom'd, émbryon atoms, and many others. If
the reader is offended at this liberty in our Englith
poet, I would recommiend him to a difcourfe in Plo-

tarch, which thews us how frcq_ucntly Homcr has made

ufe of the fame liberty:

Milton, by the above-mentioned helps, and by the
choice of the nobleft words and phrafes which our
tonguc could afford him, has carried onr language to

a greater height than any of the Taglith' poets have
ever done before or after him, and made the {ublimity
of his ftile equal to that of his fentiments.

I have been the more particular in thefe obfervations
on Milton’s ftile, becaufe it is in that part of him in
which he appears the moft fingular. The remarks T
have here made upon the practice of other poets, with

my obfervations out of Ariftotle, will perhaps alleviate

the prejudice which fome have taken to his poem upon
this account ; though, after all, I muft confefs that I
think his {’cile, though admirable in general, is in fome
places too much ﬂxéencd and obfeured by the frequent
ufe of thofe methods, which Ariftotle has prc{'cnbcd
for the raifing of it.

This redundancy of thofe feveral ways of {peech,-

which Ariftotle calls ¢ foreign language,” and with
which Milton has {o very much enriched, and in fome
places darkened the language of his poem, was thé
more proper for his ufe, bécaufe his poem is written
in blank verfe. Rhyme, without any other afliftance,
throws the language off from profe, and very often
makes an indifferent phrafe pafs unregarded ; but where
the verfe is not built upon rhymes, there pomp of
found and energy of expreffion are indifpenfably ne-
ceﬁﬁry to fupport the ftile, and keep it from falling

into the flatnefs of profe.
Thofe who have not a tafte for this clevation of ftile,
and are apt to ridicule a poet when he departs from the
common
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eommon forms of expreflion, would do well to fe¢ how
Ariftotle has treated an ancient author called Euclid
for his infipid mirth upon this occafion. Mr Dryden
ufed to call thefe {fort of men his profe-critics.

I fhould, under this head of the language, confider
Milton’s numbers, in which he has made ufe of feveral
elifions, which are not cuftomary among other Englifh
poets, as may be particularly obferved in his cutting
off the letter Y, when it precedes a vowel. This, and
{ome other innovations in the meafiire of his verfe, has
varied his numbers in fuch a manner, as makes them
incapable of fatiating the ear, and cloying the reader,
which the fame uniform meafure would certainly have
. done, and which the perpetual returns of rhyme never
fail to do in long narrative poems. I fhall clofe thefe
refleCtions upon the language of<Paradife Loft, with
obferving that Milton has copied after Homer rather
than Virgil, in the length of his periods, the copiouf
nefs of his phrafes, and the running of his verfes inta
one another.

P s

Saturday, February 2, 1711-1 2*.

Ubi plura nitent in carmine, non ego pauris
Offendor maculis, quas aut incuria fudity, .

Aut humana parum cavit natura
Hor. ArsPoet. ver. 351.

But ina poem elegantly writ,

I will not quarrel with a {light m:ﬁ:akc,

Such as our nature’s frailty may excufe.
RoscoMMON.

HAVE now confidered MirLTor’s PAraD1sE LosT
under thofe four great heads of the fable, the
charaéters, the fentiments, and the language ; and have
fhewn that he excels, in general, under cach of thefe
heads. I hope that I have made feveral difcoveries
Vor. lI * No. 291. 3 H which
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which may appear new. cven to thofe who are verfed
in critical learning. Were I indeed to choofe my rea-
ders, by whofe judgment I would ftand or fall, they
fhould not be fuch as are acquainted only with the
French and Italian critics, but alfo with the ancient
and modern who have written in either of the learned
languages. Above all, I would have them well verfed
in the Greek and Latin poets, without which a man
very often fancies that he underftands a critic, when in
reality he does not comprehend his meaning.

It is in criticifm, as in all other fciences and fpecu-
lations 3 one who brings with fim any implicit notions
and obfervations, which he has made in his reading of
the poets, will find his own refleftions methodized 2nd
explained, and perhaps feveral little hints that had
pafftd in his mind, perfefted and improved in the
works of a good critic ; whereas one who has not
thefe previous lights is very often an utter firanger to
what he reads, and apt to put a wrong interpretation
upon it.

Nor is it fufficient, that a man, who fets up for a
judge in criticifm, fhould have perufed the authors
above mentioned, unlefs he has alfo a clear and logi-
cal head. - 'Without this talent, he is perpetually puz-
zled -2nd perplexed amidft his own blunders, mif-
takes the fenfe of thofe he would confute, or, if he
chances to think right, does not know how to convey
his thoughts to another with clearnefs and perfpi-
cuity. Ariftotle, who was the beft critic, was alio
one of the beft logicians that ever appeared in the
world.

Mr Locke’s Effay on human underftanding waould
be thought a very odd book for a man to make him-
felf mafter of, who would get a reputation by critical
writings 5 though at the fame time it is very certain
that an author, who has not learned the art of diftin-
guithing between words and things, and of ranging

his thoughts and {etting them in proper lights, what- -

ever notions: he may have, will lofe himfelf in confu-
fion and obfcurity. I might further obferve, that
there s not a Greek or Latin critic, who has not
' fhewn,
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ftiewn, even in the ftile of his criticifins, thit he was a
mafter of all the elegance and delicacy of his native
tongue.

The truth of it is, there is nothing more abfurd,
than for a man to fet up for a critic, without a good
infight into all the parts of learning ; whereas many of
thofe who have endeavoured to fignalize themfelves
by works of this nature, among our Englifh writers,
are not only defetive in the above-mentioned particu-
lars, but plainly difeover by the phrafé which they
make ufe of, and by their confufed way of thinking,
that they are not acquainted with 'the moft common
and ordinary fyftems of arts and {ciences, A few ge-
neral rules extrafted out of the French authors, with
a certain cant of words, has fometimes fet up an illi-
terate heavy writer for 4 moft judicious and formida-
able critic,

One great mark, by which you may difcover a critic
who has neither tafte nor le:u-:'mg, is thls, that he fel=
dom ventures to praife any paflage in an author which
has not been before received and applauded by the
public, and that his criticifin turns wholly upon little
faults and errors. This part of a critic is {o very eafy
to fucceed in, that we find every ordinary reader,
apon the publithing of a new poem, has wit and ill-
nature enough to turn feveral paflages of it into ridi=
cule, and very often in the right place. This M2
Dryden has very agreeably remarked in thefe two cele-
brated lines ;

¢ Errors, like ftraws, upon the furface flow ;
¢ He who would fearch for pearls; muft dive below.”

A true critic onght to dwell rather upon excellencies
than imperfections, to difcover the concealed beauties
of a writer, and communicate to the world fuch things
as are worth their obfervation. | The moft exquifite
words and fineft ftrokes of an author are thofe whickh
very often appear the moft doubtfuland exceptionable
to 2 man who wants a relith for polite learning ; and
they are thefe, which a four undiftinguifhirg critic ge=

3Ha nerally
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merally attacks. with the greateft violence. Tully ob-
ferves, that it is very eafy to brand or fix a mark upon
what he calls Verbum ardens, or, as it may be rendered

_into Englifh, ¢ a glowing bold expreflion;” and to
turn it into ridicule by a cold ill-natured criticifm. A .
little wit is equally capable of expofing a beauty, and
of aggravating a fault; and though fuch a treatment of

“an author naturally produces indignation in the mind '
_of an underftanding reader, it has however its effet
among the generality of thofe whofe hand it falls in-
to, the rabble of mankind being very apt to think
that every thing which is laughed at, with any mixture
of wit, is ridiculous in itfelf.
- Such a mirth as this is always unfeafonable in 2 cri-
tic, as it rather prejudices the reader than convinces
him, and is capable of making a beauty, 2s well as a
blemifh, the fubjet of derifion. A man who cannot
write with wit on a proper fubjett is dull and ftupid;
but one who fhews' it in an improper place isas im~
pertinent and abfurd. DBefides, 2 man who has the
gift of ridicule is apt to find fault with any thing that
gives him an opportunity of exerting his beloved talent,
and very often cenfures a paflfage, not becadfe there is
any fault in it, but becaufe he can be merry upon it.
Such kinds of pleafantry are very unfair and difinge~
nuous in works of criticifm, in which the greateft maf=
ters, both ancient and modern, have always appeared
with a ferious and inftructive air.

. AsTintend in my next Paper to fhew the defets
in ¢ Milton’s Paradife Loft,” I thought fit to premife
thefe few particulars, to the end that the reader may
know I enter upon it, as ona very ungrateful work,
and that I {hall juft point at the imperfections without
endeavouring to inflame them with ridicule. I muit
alfo obferve with Longinus, that the produtions of a
great genius, with many lapfes and inadvertencies, are
infinitely preferable to the works of an inferior kind of
author, which are {fcrupuloufly exa&®, and conformable
to-all the rules of correét writing.

. ¥ 1hall conclude my Paper with a ftory out of Bocca«
lini, which fufficiently fhews us the opinion that judi-
- ‘ cious
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&ious author entertaimed of the fort of critics I have
been here mentioning. A famous critic, fays he; ha-
ving gathered together all the faults of an eminent
poet, made a prefent of them to Apollo, who received
them very gracioufly, and refolved to make the author
a {uitable return for the trouble he had beeniat in
colletting them. ' In order to this, he fet before hima
fack of wheat, as it had been juft threfhed out of the
iheaf. He then bid him pick out the chaff from a-
among the corn, and lay it afide by itfelf. The critic
applied himfelf to the tafk with great induftry and
pleafure, and, after having made the due feparation,
was prefented by Apollo with the chaff for his pains:

Saturday, February 19, 1711-12%.

——relut ff

Lgregio infperfos reprendas corpore nevos.
Hor. 1 Sat. vi, 66.

As perfe&t beauties fomewhere have a mole.
CREECH.

FTER what I have faid in my laft Saturday’s
Paper, 1 {hall enter on the fubjeét of this with-
out further preface, and remark the feveral defefls
which appear in the fable, the charaéters, the fenti-
ments, and the language of ¢ Milton’s Paradife Loft;”
not doubting but the reader will pardon me, if I al-
ledge at the fame time whatever may be faid for the
extenuation of fuch defects. The firft imperfection
which I thall obferve in the fable is, that the event of
it is unhappy. .

The fable of every poem is, according fto Ariftotle’s
divifion, etther Simple or Implex. It is called fimple
when there isno change of fortune in it ; implex, when
the fortune of the chief aftor changes from bad to
good; or from good to bad. The implex fable is

* No. 297. thought
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thoaght the moft perfect ; I fuppofe becaufe it is more
proper to fiir up the paffions of the reader, and to fur-
prife him with a greater variety of accidents,

The implex fable is therefore of two kinds; in the
firft the chief aétor makes his way through a long fe-
ries of dangers and difficulties, until he arrives at hon-
cur and profperity, as we {ee in the flory of Ulyfles
and  Atneas. In the fecond, the chief aftor in the
poem falls from fome eminent pitch of honour and
profperity, into mifery and difgrace. Thus we fee A~
dam and Eve f{inking from a ftate of innocence and
happinefs, into the moit abject condition of fin and

{orrow.

The moft taking tragedies among the ancients were
kuilt on this laft fort of implex fable, particularly the
tragedy of OEdipus, which procceds upon a ftory, if
we inay believe Ariftotle, the moit proper for tragedy
that could be invented by the wit of man. 1 have ta-
ken fome pains in a former Paper to fhew, that this
kind of implex fable, wherein the event is unhappy, is
more apt to affeét an audience than that of the firft
kind; notwith{tanding many excellent pieces among
the ancients, as well as moft of thofe which have been
written of late years in cur own country, are raifed u-
pon contrary plans. I muft however own, that I think
this kind of fable, which is the moft perfeét in tragedy,
is not {o proper for an heroic poem.

Milton feems to have been fenfible of this imperfec-
tion in his fable, and has therefore endeavoured to
cure it by {everal expedients; particularly by the mor-
tification which the great adverfary of mankind meets
with upon his return to the aflembly of infernal fpi-
rits, as it is deferibed in a beautiful pafiage of the third
book ; and  likewife by the vifion wherein Adam, at
the clofe Of the poem, fees his offspring triumphing o-
ver his great enemy, and himielf reftored to a happier
Paradife than that from which he fell.

There is another objetion againft Milton’s fables,
which is indeed almoft the fame with the former,
though placed in a different light, namely,—That the
hero in the Paradife Loft is unfuccefsful; and by no

fucans
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means a match for his enemies. - This gave occafion to”
Mr Dryden’s reflection, that the devil was in reality
Milton’s hero. I think I have obviated this objection
in my firft Paper. The * Paradife Lot” is an cpic or
a narrative poem, and he that looks for an hero in it,
fearches for that which- Milton never intended ; but if
he will needs fix the name of an hera upon any perfon
in it, it is certainly the Mefliah who is the hero, both’
in the principal aétion, and in the'chief epifodes. - Pa-
ganifin could not furnith cut a real aétion for a fable
greater than that of the Iliad or Zneid, and therefore *
an heathen could not form an highernotion of a poem
than one of that kind which they call an Heroic.
Whether DMilton’s is not of a fublimer nature T will
not prefume to determine : it is fufficient that T fhew
there is in the “¢ Paradife Loft" all the greatnefs of
plan, regularity of defign, and mafterly beautics which
we difcover in Homer and Virgil.

I muft in the next place obferve, that Milton has
interwoven in the texture of his fable, fome particulars
which do not feem to have probability enough for an
epic poem, particularly in the ations which he af~
cribes to Sin and Death, and the picture which he
draws of the * Limbo of Vanity,” with other paﬁ&geq
in the fecond book. Such allegories rather favour of
the {pirit of Spenfer and Ariofto, than of Homer and
Virgil.

In the firufture of his poem he has likewife admit-
ted too many digreflions. It is finely obferved by
Ariftotle, that the author of an hereic poem fhould
{eldom {pezk himfelf, but throw as much of his work
s he can into the mouths of thofe who ‘are his prin-
cipal altors. Ariftotle has given no reafon for his
precept : but I prefume it is becanfe the mind of the
reader is more awed and elevated when he hears
Eneas or Achilles {peak, than when Virgil or Homer
talk in their own perfons. Befides, that affuming the
charater of an eminent man, is apt to fire the imagi-
nation, and raife the ideas of the author. Tully tells
us, mentioning his dialogie of old age, in which Cato
is thc chief fpeaker, that upon a réview of it he was

agrecably
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sgreeably impofed upon, and fancied that it was Cate
and not he himlelf, who uttcred his thcughts or that
fubject:

If the reader would be at-the pams to fe‘. how the
ftary of the Iiiad and the /Eneid is delivered by thofe:
pcrl'c'ms who aét in ig, he will be furprifed to find how
little, in either of thefe poems, proceeds from the au-
thors. - Milton has, in the general difpofition of his
fable, very finely obferved this great rule; infomuch,
that there is fearce a tenth part of it which comes from
the poet ; the feft is fpoken either by Adam or Eve,
or by fome good or evil {fpirit, who is cngaged cither
in their deftruélion or defence,

¥rom what has been here obferved, it appears that
digreflions are by no means to be al]owcd of, in an epic
poem. - If the poet, even in the ordinary courf ¢ of his
narration, fhould fpeak as little as poflible, he fhould
certainly never let his narvation fleep for the fake of

any reficction of his own. 1 have often obferved, with "

a fecret admiratio_n, that the longeft reflection in the
Aineid, is in that paflage in the tenth book, where Tur~
pus is reprefented as dreffing himfelf in the {poils of
Pallas, whom he bad flain. Virgil here lets his fable
ftand fill, for the fake of the following remark : ¢ How
€ is the mmd of man ignorant of futurity, and unable
¢ to bear profperous fortune with moderation! The
¢ time will come when Turnus fhall with that he had
¢ left the body of Pallas untouchedand curfe the day
¢ on which he drefled himfelf in thefe fpoils.” As
the great event of .the /neid, and the death of Tur-
nus, whom Aneas flew becauit he faw him adorned
with the fpoils of Pallas, turns upon this incident,
Virgil awent cut of his way to make this refleftion upon
ity without which {o fmall a circumftance might pofli-
bly have flipt cut of his reader’s memory. Lucan, who
was 2n - injudicicus poet, lets drop his ftery very fre-
quently for the fake of his unneceffary digreffions, or
his Diverticula, as Sealiger calls them. If he gives us
an account of the prodigies which preceded the civil
avary he ideclaims upon the occafion, and fhews how
; much Lappier it would be for man, if he did not feel
v his
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his evil fortune before it comes to pafs ; and fuffer, not
only by its real weight, but by the apprehenfion of it.
Milton’s complaint for his blindnefs, his panegyric on
marriage. his refletions on Adam and Eve’s going na-
ked, of the angel’s eating, and feveral other paflages
in his poem, are liable to the fame exception, though
I muft confefs there is fo great a beauty in thefe very
digreflions, that I would not with them out of his
poem.

I have, in a former Paper, fpoken of the * charaéters”
of Milton’s ¢ Paradife Loft,” and declared my opinion,
as to the allegorical perfons who are introduced in it.

If we look into the ¢ fentiments,” I think they are
fometimes defeétive under the following heads ; firft,
as there are feveral of them too much pointed, and
fome that degenerate even into puns. Of this laft
kind I am afraid is that in the firft book, where,

~ {peaking of the pygmies, he calls them,

¢ ———The {mall Infantry

¢ Warr'd on by cranes—m——"

Another blemifh that appears in fome of his thoughts,
is his frequent allefion to heathen fables, which are not
certainly of a piece with the divine fubject of which he
treats. I do not find fault with thefe allufions, where
the poet himfelf reprefents them as fabulous, as he does
in fome places, but where he mentions them as truths
and matters of fa&t. The limits of my Paper will not
give me leave to be particular in inftances of this kind;
the reader will eafily remark them in his perufal of the

oem.
; A third fault in his fentiments, is an unneceffary
oftentation of learning, which likewife occurs very fre-
quently. Tt is certain that both Homer and Virgil
were mafters of all the learning of their times, but it
fhows itfelf ‘in their works after an indirect and con-
cealed manner. Milton feems ambitious of letting us
know, by his excurfions on free-will and predeftination,
antl his many glances upon hiftory, aftronomy, geogra-
phy, and the like, as well as by the terms and phrafes

Vor. IL. 23 he
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he fometimes makes ufe of, that he was acquainted

. with the whole circle of arts and fciences.

If, in the laft place, we confider the  language” of
this great poet, we muit allow what I have hinted in 3

~ former Paper, that it is often too much laboured,

and {ometimes obfeured by old words, tranfpofitions,
and foreign idioms. Seneca’s objection to the ftyle of
a great author, Riget efus oratio, mbil in ea placidum,
nibil lene, is what many critics make to Milton. As I
cannot wholly refute it, fo I have already apologized
for it in another Paper; to which I may further add,
that Milton’s {fentiments and ideas were {o wonderfully
{ublime, that it would have been impofiible for him to
have reprefented them in their full firength and beauty,
without having recourfe to thefe foreign affiftances.
Our language funk under him, and was unequal to
that greatnels of foul which furnifhed him with fuch
lorious conceptions.,

A fecond fault in his language is, that he often af-
fe&s a kind of jingle in his words, as in the following
paflage, and many others :

¢ And brought into the wor/d a world of woe,
fe Begn‘t th’ Almighty throne
¢ Befeeching or befieging
¢ This tempied our attempt—————
¢ At one flight bound high overleapt all bound.

1 know there are figures of this kind of {peech, that
fome of the greateft ancients have been guilty of it,
and that Ariftotle himfelf has given it a place in his
rhetoric among the beauties of that art, But as it is
in itfelf poor and trifling, it is I think at prefent
univerfally exploded by all the mafters of polite
writing,

The laft fault which I fhall take notice of in Mil-
ton’s fiyle, is the frtqur:nt ufe of what the learned call
¢ technical words,” or terms of art. Itis one of the
greateft beauties of poetry, to make hard things intel
ligible, and to deliver what is abftrufe of ititlf in fuch
cafy language as may be underftood by ordinary readers;

befides
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befides that the knowledge of a poet fhould rather
feem born with him, or infpired, than drawn from
books and fyftems. I have often wondered how Mre

Dryden could tranflate a paffage out of Virgil after the
following manner :

¢ Tack to the larboard, and ftand off to fea,
& Veer ftarboard fea and land.

Milton makes ufe of lérbsard in the fame manner.
‘When he is upon building, he mentions Dorick Pillars,
Pilafters, Cornice, Freeze, drchitrave. When he talks
of heavenly bodies, you meet with ¢ Ecliptick and
Eccentrick, the trepidation, ftars dropp'mg from the
zenith, rays culminating from the equater:” to which
might be added many inftances of the like kind in
feveral othet arts and {ciences.

I fhall in my next Papers give an account of the
many particular beauties in Milton, which would have
been too long to infert under thofe general heads I
have already treated of, and with which I intend te
conclude this piece of criticifm.
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