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T HE

PREFACE

_ O part of Hiffory is wure
inflynétive and delighting,
than the Lives of Great and

Worthy Men: The [bort-
nefs of them imvites many Readers ;
and there are [uch little,and yet yemark-
ablepaffages in them, too inconfiderable -
to be put in ageneral Hiftory of the Age
in which they lived, that allpeople are
very defirous toknow them. Thismakes
Plutarch’s Zives be mare generally
vead, than any of all the Books which
the Ancient Greeksor Romans wrir,

But the Lives of Hero’s and Princes,
are commonly filled with the account of
the great things done by them, which do
rather belongto a general, tham apar-
ticwlar Hiffory 5 and do rather amufe

43 the



The PREFACE.
the Reader’s fancywith & [plendid [hew

of Greatnefs, than offer bim what is
veally fo ufeful to himfelf 5 Andindeéd
the Lives of Primces are either writ
with [0 much flattery, by thofe whoin-
tended tomerit by it af theis ows handsy
ar others concerned in them : Or with
fo much [pite, by thofe who being ill ufed
by them, have revenged themfelves on
?b;ir Memory, that there is not much
to. be bwilt on them: And thongh the
tll mature of many makes what 15 saty-
rically writ tobe generally more read and
believed, than when the flattery isvi-
fible and courfe ; yet certainly Refent-
" ment, may make the writer corrupt the
Truth of Hiftory, as much as Intercfl.
And fince all men have their blindfides
and commit Eyrors, he gpat will indu-
frrionfly lay thefe togetiver, leaving ont,
‘or but flightly tonching what [hould be
fet againft them , to ballance them, may
make a very good Man appear in bad
Colonrs : So, npon the whole matter |
there §s not that reafon to expect either
0 iy s .
much Trath, orgreat Inflrnckion, f’;m _
) _ L
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what is weritten ‘copcerning Hero's of
Princes s forfesv' biave béen able 0 imis-
tate the ‘Paterss ‘Suetonius [er the
world in. Writing ‘the lives" of the
Roman Emperonr s, with the [eme {ree-
dom that they had led then : “But'the
Lives of private ‘Men,  though they
[eldoms entertain’ the Reader with fuch
a variety of paffages as the other dos
yet certainly -they offer bim things that
are ‘move imitabie; anddo prefent wift
dom - and Virtue. tohim, not only in &
fair Idea; which \is often lookt om a5 ‘&
piece of she Invention or fancyof the
writers but in fuch plain and familiay
Initgnces, as do both direit him bettey,
and perfwade him more ; -and there are
#ot [wch temptations to biafs thofe wiho
writ them, (o that. we may generally
depend more on - the Truthof fuchvelas
tions as dvegiven inthem. < vy

In the Age inwhich we live, Religion
and Virtue have been propofed and de-
fended with fuch advantages, ‘with that
great force of Reafon, and thofes pers
[wafisns,that they canhaxdly be matchéd
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i former times ; yet after all this, thire
are but few wmch wrospht on by them,
which perbaps flows from this, among
ather reafons ; that there are ot fo
many excellent Pateyns. [et outy a5
might both. in afborter, and more effe-
(tual wmanner yecommend that to the
World, which Difcour(es do but coldly;
The wit and flile of the Writer being
more confidercd thaw the Argument
which they handle ; and therefore the
propofing Virtne and Religion in fuch a
Model, may perbaps operate more than
the perfpective of it cam do: And for
the Hifloryof Learning, nothing does
fo preferve and improve it; asthe Wyis
ting the Livesof thofe whobave been
Eminent tn it,

There is .z0 Book the Ancients have
left ws, which might bave informed s
more than Diogenes Laertius bis Lives
of the Philofophers, if he kad had the
Artof Writing equaltothat great Subs

Jec& which he undertook y for if he had
Ziven the World f[uch am acconnt of

vhem,as Gaflendus has done of Peiresk,

bow
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bow great 4 flock of Knowledge might
we have had, which by his unskilfulne(s
isinagreat meafure bt : Since we mnft
now depend only on him becan(e we have
w0 other 5 or better Asthyr, that has
written on that  Arpument,

For many Ages tﬁere was no Lives
writ but by Monks,throngly whofe wri-
tings there runs [uch an incurable bus
mony ; of telling incredible and iwimi-
table paffages, that little in themcan be
believed or propofed as a pattern : Sul-
pitius Severus axd Jerome fbewed too
wmuch credulity in the Lives they writ,
and raifed Martin and Hilarion, be-
yond what can be reafonably believed :
after tmem Socrates, Theodoret, So-
zomen, #zd Palladius, took a pleafure
to tell uncouth Stories of the Monks of
Thebais , and Nitria ; and thofe who
came  after them, fcorned to fall fbore.

| of them, but vaifcd their Saintsabove
thofe of former Ages'; [o that one would
have thought that undecent way of Wri-
ting conld rife no bivher : and this hu-
wonr infected evep thofe who bad other-
) R
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wife 4 good (enfe of things s and ajust
apprebenfion: of * Mankind, ‘as may. ap:’
pear iz Matthew  Paris 5 whothoush
he was -a writer of great Fndgement
and Fidelify , yet he “has: corvupt-.
ed his- Hiftory with much of ‘that
Alloy - But when Emulation and Envy
rg.'e among the feveral Ordersyor Houfes;
then' they improved in that CArt of |
making Romances , initead of writing |
Lives, to that pitch ; that the 'W'ar!d'i
became gener ally.much [candalized with
thews: The Francilcans and Domi- '
nicans tried who conld [ap the moft ex-
travagant things of the Founders , or
other- Saints of their Ordersy andthe
" Benedictines, who thousht them[elves
polfeft ‘of the " belief of the world, as'
well as of its Wealth, endeavoured all
that was poffible fFill ko keep up the Dig-
ity \of their Order, by out-lying tfg,{ i
others.all they could 5 and whereas here’ |
or there, a Miracle, a Vifionor Traé:cé,ié .
might  have occurred in the Lives of
Sormer Saints s now everypage was fall:
of thofe wouderful things. ;
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Nor has the bumonr of Writing in
[fuch -amanner, been quite laid down in
| this Age, thowgh more awakened , and
! better enlightned, as appears in the
Life of Philip Nerius, 4nd a great
" many more: . And the Jeluits at Ant-
Werp, are now taking care toloadthe
| world with vaft and voluminous Col-
| lettions of all thofe Livesthat has al-
| ready [welled in Eleven Volames in
" polio in a [mall Print 5 andyet being
digefted according to the Kalender , they

| have yet but ended the Nonth of April =
| The Life of Monfienr Renty iswrit in
another “manner, where there are [o
many exﬁ?l[é’;:_tpgﬂkgfs_, that he isjuftly .
to be reckoned amongft the greatcft pa-
terns that France has afforded in this
y Age.
But while fome have nourifbed In-
fidelity, and a [corn of all [acred things, .
| by Writing of thofe good Men in [uch
| a flrain, as makes not only what is
[o related to be disbelieved , but cre-
ates a diftrull of the Authentical Wyi-
tings of owr moff koly Faith ; others

have
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bave fallen into another extreamin Wri-
zing Lives toojejuncly , [welling them
1up with tr.:ﬁing accounts of the Child-
hood and Education, and the Dome-
flick, or private affairs of thofe perfons
of whom they write, inwhich the world
zslistle comcermed: by thefe they become
fo flat, that few care to read them s for
certainly thofe Tranfactions are only
fit to be delivered to Pofterity,that may
carry with them [ime ufeful picce of
Kuwowledge to after-times. '
1 have now an Argument before me,
which will afford indeed only & [bort Hi-
Pory, but will contain in it asgreats
Charaiter, as perhaps can be given of
any in this Age ; fince there arefew in-
fances of more Knowledge, and greater
Kirtues meeting in one perfon. Iam
upon oxe account ( befide many more)
wnfit to undertake st becanfe I was not
at all kwown to hirs, [o I can [ay no-
thing from my own Obfervations but
spon [econd thonghts, I do not know
whether this wsay not qualifie me to
write more impartially, thoughperhaps
more
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more defectively, for the Knowledge of

extraordinary perfons does moft com-
monly biafs thefe, who were much
wronght on, by the tendernefs of their
riendfbip for them, toraife their Stile
a little too high when they write con-
cerning them: 1 confefs 1 knew him as
much as th looking often wpon him
could amount to, The laft year of his
being in London, he came always on
Sundays( when he conld go abroad ) 2o
the Choppel of the Rolls, where I then
Preached : In my life I never faw o
much Gravity temperedwith that [weet-
nefs, and [t off with (o much vivacity,
s appeared in bis looks and behaviour,
which difpofed me to & veneration for
bim, which I never hadfor any, with
whom 1 was not acquainted: 1 was
feeking an opportunity of being ad-
mitted to ks Converfation; but I un-
derftood, thar between a great want of
Health , and & padtiplicity of  Bufinefs,
which his lmployment brought upon
him, he was Mafler of [o listle of his
timey that 1 flood in doubt whether I
' maight
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might prefilme to rvob bimof any of it ;
and [0 he left the Town, before 1 conl.
vefokve “on defiving to be known to
bimi, ;
My dgnorance of the Lawof Eng-
land, made me alfo unfit 1o Write of ]

Man  agrear part of whofe Charaéter,
as to his Learning, isto be taken from
bis Sk ill in the Common Law, and hij
performance in that,  But I [ball leave
that to thofe of the [ame Robe: Since
if 1 engaged much init, I muft needs
commit many errors, Writing of a Sub
jJect that is fcﬂw"gn to me,

© The ocegfion of my undertaking this,
“was givenwge firft by the earneft defiredy-
of fome that great power over me }
who having been much obliged by him,
_ and holding bis Memory in high effima-
tion, thomght I might do it [ome right
by Writing bis Life : I was then en-
gaged in the History of the Reforma:
tion, [o 1 promifed that , as [oon as
that was over, I [bonld make the be
3 X U
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| W T could of fuch  informations and
Mebiorzitf as fbm!d be bronght me.

£ "Tﬁ‘ir 7 ba've now performed in the
Bt manner Teonld, and have brought
*‘iﬁp ‘method all the parcels of his Lifz,
\ or the branches of his Charadter, which
7 Could either gather from the Informa-
“tions that were bronght me, £ or froms
“thofe that were Samsliarly ‘acquainted
“with him, or frm his Writings : 1have
“not 4pfked anyof t the falfe: Colonrs;with
“which’ \,Zf‘rﬁ“ o' {fome Yforced Eloquence
m’gbf fb“f)ﬁ "nfe 1 Writing concern-
ing bim - but" bive-éndevonred to fex
bize out in the Jame fimplicity in which
be lived : 1 have [aid little of his Do-
meitick Concerns , [ince thoughin thefe
he was @ great Example ; yet it figni-
fies mothing to the world, to know any
particular exercifes,that m:gbr begiven
20 bis patience sand therefore I {ball drav

a Vail over all thefe,and (ball avoid [zy-
i%ﬁ:y #hing of him,but what may afford

Ruder ﬁ»m pmﬁmﬂ: Inftruétion :

Iam
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1 am undey no temptations of [aying any
thing, but what 1 amperfwadedis ex-
actly trues for where there is [o much
- excellent truthto be told, it were anin-
excufable’ fanlt to corrupt. that, orpre-
judice the Reader againft it by the mix-
‘ture of falfehoods with it.

o

|

Infbort, as he wasagreat Example
while he lived, o I wifl the [etting him

thus eut to pofferity, in his own true
.and rative Colonrs, may have itsdue
inflsence on all perfons 5 but more parti-
cularly on thafe of that profeffion, whom

it more immediately comcerns, whether
o the Bench, or at the Barr,

THES
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THE
LIFE and DEATH
OF
Sir Mattrew Hacg, K*
LATE
Lord Chicf Juftice of England.

ATTHEW HALE, was
Born at eAlderly in Glocester-
[bire , the firlt of November

1609. His Grandfather was

Robert Halejan Eminent Clothier in Wotton-

under-edge , in that County wherehe and
his Anceftors had lived for. many Defcents ;
and they had given feveral parcels of Land
for the ufe of the Poor, which are enjoyed

. by them to this day. This Robert acquired
.an Eftate of Ten Thoufand Pound, which

he divided almoft equally amongft  his five
B Sons;
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Sons ; befides the Portions he gave his
. Daughters, from whom a numerous Pofte-
rity has fprung. His Second Son was

Robert Hale, a Barrifter of Lincolns-Inn ;

he Married Foanthe Daughter of «¥at-

thew Poyntz. of Alderly Efquire, who was

defcended from that Noble Family .of

the Poymz’s of Afon: Of this Marriage

there was no other Iflue but this one |
Son, His Grandfather by his Mother was

his Godfather, and gave him his own

Nante at his Baprifm. His Father wasa

Man of that ftri¢tnefs of Confcience, that

he gave over the practife of the Law, be-

caufe he could not underftand the reafon

of giving Colour in Pleadings, which as he

thought wasto tella Lye, and that, with

fome other things commonly practifed,

“feemed 'to him conerary to that exactnefs of
- Truth and Juftice which became aChriftian,
fothat he withdrew himfelf from the Jnns
of ‘Court to liveon'is Eftate ia the'Coun-
- try. Ofthis I was informed by an-Ancient.
- Gentleman, that lived in a friendfhip with
- his Son for fitfy Years, and heheard Judge
ortes that was Mr. Hales's Contemporary,
declare this in the Kings-Bench. But as.
' the care he had to fave his Soul, made him
abandon a Proefeflion in which 'he-mi%]h_

- haveraifed his Family much highexé -hi;
i
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Charityto his poor Neighbours, made him
not Only deal his Alms largely among them
while he lived, but at his Death he left
( outof his {mall Eftate whichwas 100/. 2
Year) 20l. a Year to the Poor of Worton,
which his Son confirmed to them with fome
Addition, and with this Regulation, that
it ‘fhould be diftributed among fuch poor
Houfe-keepers , as did not Receive the
Alms of the Parifh ; forto give it teo thofe,
was only, as he ufed to {ay, to favefo
much money to the Rich, who by Law were
bound to relieve the Poor of theParifh.
Thus he was defcended rather from a
good, than a Noble Family, and yet what
was wanting in the infignificant Titles of
High Birth, and Noble Blood, was more
than made wp in the true worthof his An-
ceftors. ' But he was foon deprivedof the
Happinefs of his Father’s Care and Inftru-
Eion, for s he loft his Mother before he
was. three years old , fo his Father dyed
before ‘heawas five ; 4o early was he caft on
the Pravidence of God. But that unhap-
pinefs was'in @ great meafure made up £0
him : for after fome oppofition made by
Mr. Thomas' Poyntz, his Uncle by his Mo-
ther,he was committed to the care of -
thony Kingfeat, of Kingfcor Efgnire, who
was his next Kinfman, afeer his Uneles, by
his:Mother. B 2 Great
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Gtedt care was taken of his Education,
and his Guardian intended to breed him to
be a Divine, and being inclined to the way
of thofe then called Puritans, put him to
fome Schools that were Taught by thofe
of that party, and inthe 17th yearof his
Age, fent him to Magdales-Hall in Oxford,
where Obadiah Sedgwick was his Tutor. He
was an extraordinary Proficient at School,
and for fome time at Oxford. But the
Stage-Players coming thither, he was fo
much corrupted by feeing many Playes,
that he almoft wholly forfook his Studies.
By this, he not only loft much time, but
found that his Head came to be thereby
filled with fuch vain Images of things that
they were at beft Improfitable, if not hurt-
ful to him; and being afterwards fenfible
of the Mifchief of this, he refolved upon
his coming to London, ( where heknew the

s e

opportunities of fuch Sights would be more
frequent and Inviting ) never tofeeaPlay

again, to which he conftantly adhered.
The Corruption of a Young Man’s mind

in one particular, generally draws on a

great many more afterit, fohe beingnow

taken off from following his Studies, and

from the Gravity of his deportment, that
was formerly Eminent in him, far beyond
his Years, fet him{elf to many of the vani-

ties

g
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 tiesincident to- Youth, but ftill preferved

his Purity, andagreat probity of Mind.
He loved fine Clothes, and delighted much
in Company : and being of a ftrong robuft
Body, he was a great Mafter at all thofe
Exercifes that required much Strength. He
al{o learned to Fence, and handle his Wea-
pons, in which he became fo expert,that he
worlted many of the Mafters of thofe Arts:
but as he was exercifing of himfelfin them,
an Inftance appeared, that fhewed a good
Judgment, and gave fome hopes of better
thin%s. One of his Mafters told him he
could teach him no more, for he was now
better at his own Trade than himfelf was.
This Mr. Halelookt on as flattery 5 fo to
make the Mafter difcover himfelf, he pro-.
mifed him the Houfe he lived in, for he was
his Tenant , if he could hit him a blow on
the Head : and bad him do his beft, for
he would be as good as his word : {o after
@ little Engagement, his Mafter being really
Superiour to him, hit him on the Head,
and he performed his promife ; for he gave
him the Houfe freely: and was not unwii-
ling at that rate tolearn fo early to diftin-
guifh flattery from plain and fimple truth.
He now was fo taken up with Martial
matters, that inftead of going on in his
defign of being aScholay, ora Divine, he
_ B3 _ refolved
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tefolved to be a Souldier : and his Tutot
. Sedgwick, going into the Low-Countries,
Chaplain to the Renowned Lord Vere, he
refolved to go along withhim, and to trail
aPike in the Prince of Orange’s Army ; but
a happy ftop was put to this Refolution.
which might have proved fo fatal to him{elf,
and have deprived the Age of the great
Example he gave, and the ufeful Services
he afterwards did his Country. He was
engaged in aSuit of Law with Sir Will. W bit-
more, Who laid claim to fome part of his
Eftate, and his Guardian being 2 Man of a
retired temper, and not made for Bufinefs,
he was forced to leave the Uwmiver(ity, af-
ter he had been three Years in it, and

to London to follicite "his own bufinefs.
Being  recommended to Serjeant Glanvill
for his Councellor, and he obferving in
him a clear apprehenfion of things, and a

folid Judgment, and a'great fitnefs for the
ftudy of the Law, took pains upon him to
{fwade him to forfdke his thoughts of

ein[%u?l Souldier, and-to apply himifelf to

T T L T

the ftudy of the Law = dndthis had fo good
an effécton him; that omthe 8rbof Novem-
bers 11629, ‘when fie'was paft the 20¢h
Yeéar of his age, 'he was admittedinto Lin-
colizs Inny and being then ideeply fenfible
how niuch' time hehad Ioft, and that Idlg-_
ol ¢ 1 an
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and Vain things had over=run andalmoft
corrupted his mind, he refolved to redeem
the timé¢ he had loft, and followed his
Studies with a diligence that could fcarce
be believed,if the fignal effects of it did not
gain it Credit. He Studied for many years

. at the rate of 16. Hoursa day: He threw

afideall fine Clothes, and betook himfelf to
aplain fafhion, which he continued to ufe
in many points to hisdying day.

But fince the honour of reclaiming him
from the idlenefs of his-former courfe of
Life, is due to the memory of that Eminent
Lawyer Serj. Glanvil, and fince my defign
in Writing 1s to propofe a Pattern of He-
roick Virtue to the World, I fhall mention
one paﬂ‘a%) of the Scr]eant which ought
never to be forgotten. His Father hada
fair Eftate, which he intended tofettle ‘on
his Elder Brother, bug he being a Vlmous
young Man, and there a earmg no hopes
of his recovery, he fetled it on him, thir
was his Second Son,” Upon his Death ,
his Eldeft Son finding that what he ‘had
before looked on, s the threatnings of an
angry Father, was now bnt too certain,
became Melancholly, arid that by degrées
wrought {0 great a change on him, that
what his Father conld pot prevail in while
he Lived, was oW eﬁd’cd%y the fcvemg_

o
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of hislaft Will, fo that it was now too late
for him to changein hopes of any Eftate that
was gone from him. But his Brother
obferving the reality of the change,refolved
within himfelf what todo : So he called
him, with many of his Friends together to
aFeaft, and after other Difhes had been
ferved up to the Dinner,he ordered one that
was covered to be fet before his Brother,
and defired him to uncover it ; which he
doing, the Company was furprized to find
it full of Writings. So he told them that he
was now to do, what he was fure his Father
would have dope, if he had lived to fee.
that happy Change, which they now all faw
in his Brother : and therefore he freely re-
{tored to him the whole Eftate. Thisis fo
great an inftance of a Generous and juft
Difpofition, that I hope the Reader will
eafily pardon this Digreflion, and that the
xather , fince that Worthy Serjeant was
fo Inftrumental in the happy Chance
It’?a%t followed in the courfe of Mr, Hale’s
ife. '

keeping too much Company with fome vain

T

T

Yet hedid not at firft break oft from -i

- People,tilla fad Accident drove him from it, ;I_
for he with fome other youngStudents,being
invited to be merry out of Town, oneof

the Company called for fo much Wine, tha
Gre not- =
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notwithftanding all that Mr. AHale could do
to prevent it,he wenton in his Excefs till he
fcﬂp down as dead before them, fo that all
that were prefent, were not a little affrigh-
ted at it, who did what they conld to bring
him to himfelf again ; This did particularly
affect Mr. Hale, who thereupon went into
another Room, and fhutting the door, fell
on his Knees, and prayed earneftly to God,
both for his Friend, that he might be refto-
red to Life again; and that himfelf might
be forgiven for giving fuch Countenance
to fo much Excefs : and he vowed to God,
that he would never again keep Company
in that manner, nor drink a health while
he lived: His Friend recovered , and he
moft Religioufly obferved his Vow, till his
Dying day. And though he was afterwards
preft to drink Healths , particularly the
King’s, which was fet up by too manyasa
diftinguifhing mark of Loyalty, and drew
many into great Excefs after his Majeftic’s
happy Reftoration ; but he would never
difpence with his Vow,though he was fome-
times roughly treated for this, which
fome hot and indifcreet Men called
Obftinacy.

. This wrought an entire change on him:
now he forfook all vain Company, and di-
vided himfelf between the Duties of Reli-
: gioit,
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gion, and the Studies of his Profeflion 5 in
the former he was fo regular, that for Six
and thirty years time, he never once failed
going to Church on the Lordsday ; this
obfervation he made when an Ague firft in-
terrupted that conftant Courfe, and he re-
fletted on it, as an Acknowledgment of
God’s great Goodnefs to him, in fo long a
Continuance of his health. '

He took a ftrict account of his time, of
which the Reader will beft Judge, by the
Scheme he drew for a Diary, which I fhall
infert Copied from the Original, but I am
not certain when he madeit; it is fet down
in the fame Simplicity in which he writ it
for his own private ufe. : 9V

MORNING.

L. To lift up the heart to God in thankfulne[s
for renewing my Life.

1. To renew my Covenant with God in Chriff,
1. By renewed Afls of Faith Receiving
Chrift, and rejoycing in- the beight of thas
Relation. 2. Refolution of being one of bis
People doing him Allegiance. 1%

Il Adoration and Prayer.

Y. Setting a Watch cver my own Infirmities

and Paffions, over the Snares laid in our

way, Perimus licitis.
Day

i

q :
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Day Imployment.

There muft be an Imployment,two kinds.
1 L. Our ordinary calling, to ferve God init, It
%5 4 Service to. ChrifF though never [o mean.
Colof. 3. Here Faithfulnefs, Diligence ,
Chearfulnefs. Not to over-lay my [elf with
" more Bufine[s than I can bear.
1L, Owr Spiritual Imployments , Mingle fome-
- what of God’s’ Iinmedsate Service in’ this
Refrefhments.
1. Meat and Drink, Moderation [eafoned with
[omemwhat of God.

11. Recyeations. 1. Not ony bufinefs. 2] Suta~
ble. No Games, if grven 't0 Covetonfnefs or

‘.Pa_ﬂio#.' |
| If Alone. o o
1. Belvare of mandring vain luffid thowghtss fy

_ from thy [elf vather than entertain thefe.
1. Let thySclitary thoughts be prf@bk, wview
. the Evidepces of thy Salvationsthe ffate of thy
Souly the coming of Chriftythy ewn Mortale-
- tyye will make thee bunble and wmb{{;l.
om-
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Company.

Do good to them. ~Ufe God’s name veverently.
Beware of leaving -an il Impreffion of ll
Example. Receive good from tfmn,sf more

k{:ammg
EVENING.

Caft up the Accompts of the Day.  If ought
amifs, Beg ‘I’ar? Gather refolution of
more Vigilance. If well, Blefs the Mercy
and Grace of God that hath Supported thee.

Thefe Notes have an imperfection in the

- Wording of them, which fhews they were -

only intended for his Privacies. No wonder

a man who fet fuch rules to himfelf, became
quickly very Eminent and remarkable,

Noy the Attorney General, being then
one of the greateft men of the Profeflion,
took early notice of him, and called often
for him, and directed him in his Study, and
grew tohave fuch friendfhip for’ him, that
he came to be called tymm g Noy, He paﬁin
from the extream of Vanity in lkmu;c:é:are
to that of neglecting himf¢If to -
once taken when there was 2 Prefs for the

King’s
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King’s Service,as a fit Perfon for it ; for he
was a ftrong and well built Man : But fome
that knew him coming by,and giving notice
who he was, the Prefs-men let him go.
This made him return to more decency in
his Clothes, but never to any fuperfluity
or Vanity in them.,

Once as he was Buying fome Cloth for
anew Suit, the Draper with whom he dif-
fered' about the Price, told him he fhould
have it for nothing, if he would promife
him an Hundred pound when he came to be
Lord Chief Juftice of England 5 to which
he anfwered, That he could not witha good
Confcierice wear any Man’s Cloth, unlefs
he payed for it ; fo he fatisfied the Draper
and carried away the Cloth, Yet the
fame Draper lived to fee him advancedto
thatfame dignity. © .

While he was thus improving himfelf in
the Study of the Law, henot only kept the
Hours of  the Hall conftantly inZerm time,
but feldom put himfelf out of Commons in
Vatation time, and continued then to follow
his Studies with an unwearied diligence 3
and not being fatisfied with the Books writ
about it, or to take things upon truft, was
very diligent in fearching all Records: Then
did he make divers Collections out of the
Books he had Regd, and mixing them w%p

is
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his own obfervations, digefted them into
a Common ‘Book ; which hedid with
{o much Induftry and ]udgment, that an
Eminent Fuds of the King’s-Bench,borrowed
it of him when he was Lord Chief Baroz =

He unwillingly lent it, becaufe it’had been

Writ by him before he was called to'the =

Bar, and had never been throughly revifed
by him fince that Time; only what Altera-
tions had ‘been made inthe Law by {ubfe-
Quent Statutes, and Judgments, were added
by him as they  had happened: but the
Fudge having rufed it faid, that though
it was Compofed by him o early, hedid
not think any Lawyer in England conld do
- itbettery ‘except he himfelf wmﬂdagam fet
aboutit. .

He was foon foiind out by that gteat and
learned Antiquary Mr. Selden, who though
much' fuperiour to him in Years, yetcame
to have fuch. a liking of thim, and of Mr.
Vanghany who wasiafterwards Lord Chief

]llﬂ.‘loe of the:Common-Pleas,that as lic con~

tinuedin a clofe friendfhip with them
while he lived, fo heleft themat his Deaﬂ:.,
two of his four Execdutors.’

It was this Acquaintance that firft fet

M. Hale on a more enlarged puirfuit of
Learning, which he had bcfo:e «confined
to hisown Profeflion,but becoming as great
: a

F;
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a Mafter in it, asever any was, veryfoon;
he who could never let jany of his time go
away unprofitably, found leifure to attain
to as great a variety of knowledge, in as
Comprehenfive a manneras moft Men have
dorie inany Age.

He fet himfelf much to the Study of the
Roman Law, and’ though he liked the way
of Judicature in England by Juries, much
better than that of the Ciwil Law,- where {o
much was trufted to the Fudge ; yet he often

faid, that the true Grouads and Reafons
ofLaw were fo well delivered in the Digefts,
that aman could never underftand Law as a
Science 10 well as by feeking it there, and
therefore lamented mwuch that it was fo
lictle Studied in England. - k1

He fooked on readine(s in Arsthmerick
as a thing which might be ufeful to himin
his own Imployment,and acquired it to fuch

‘a 12égree;: that he would often on the Sud-
-den, and afterwards -on the Bewh, refolve
< very hard Queftions; whichhad puzled the
- beft Accomptants abeut Town. He refted
not here, but Studied the Alsebra both
.Sﬁm'aﬁ-and Numerofu; and went through
- all the' other Mathemiarical Sciences, and
made agreat Collection of very excellent
Inftroments, dpafing ne coft tohave .them
-asexadl, ds Astconld make them, He 3?
A : o
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alfo Very converfatit in Philofophical Learn-
ing ; and in all the ctirious Experiments ,
and rare Difcoveries of this Age: And had
the new Books written on thofe Subjells
fent from all Parts, which he both read and
examined fo Critically,that iffthe Principles
and Hypothefes which he took firft up,
did any way prepoflefs him, yet thofe who
have differed moft from him, have acknow-
ledged, thatin what he has Writ concern- |
ning the Torricellian Experiment ; and of
the Rarefaction and Condenfation of the
Air; he fhews as great an Exatnefs, and
as much Subtilty in the Reafoning he builds
on them, as thefe Principles to which he
adhered could bear. But indeed it will
feem fcarce Credible, thata man fo much
imployed, and of fo fevere a temper of
Mind, could find leifure to Read, Obferve
and Write fo muchof thefe Subje&s as he

‘did. Hecalled them his Diverfions, for he

often faid, when he was weary with the
Study of the Law, or Divinity, heufed to

-recreate himfelf with Philofophy or the A2a-

tb’;’m’:;ck:; to this hf;’y added great skill fin
Phyfick, Anatomy and Chyrurgery : and he ufed
to g > 70 ms?could be abféé;t% a Master in

%Proﬁﬂim, without having fome skill in
- oh

Sciences 3 for befides the fatisfaction
he had in the knowledge of thefe l:hingls] ’
ne
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he made ufe of them often in his Imploy-
ments. In fpme Examinations he would
put fuch Queftions to Phyficians or Chyriwr-
geons, that they have pro%eﬂ’ed, the Colleds
of Phyficians could notdo it more exaétly 3
by -wﬁich he difcovered great Judgment,
as well as much Knowledge in thefethings :
And in his Sicknefs he u%ed to Argue with
his Doétors about his Diftempers, and the
Methods they took with them, likeoneof
their own Profeflion 5 which one of them
told me he underftood, as far as Specila=-
tion without Practice could carry him.

To this he added great Searches into
Ancient Hiftory, and particularly into the
rougheft -and leaft delightful parc of it,
Chronology. He was well acquainted with
the Ancient Greek, Philofophers 5 but want
of occafion to ufe it, wore out his Know-
dedge of the Greck Tongue; and though
he never Studied the Febrew Tongue, yet
by his great Converfation with Selder, he
underftood the moft curious things in the
Rabinical Learning. '

But above all thefe he feemed to have
made the Study of Diwviniry the chief of all
others ; to which he not only directed every
‘thing elfe, bot alfo arrived at that pitch
in it, that thofe who have read what he
has written on' thefe Subjects, will ¢hink,
“Bii G they
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they muft have had moft of his time and
thoughts. It may feem Extravagant, and
almoft Incredible, that one Man , in no
great compafs of years, fhould have ac-
quired fuch a variety of Knowledge : and
that in Sciences, that require much Lei-
fure and Application. But as his Parts
were quick, and his Apprehenfions lively,
his Memory great, and his Judgments
ftrong ; fo his Induftry was alnioft Indefa-
tigable. He rofe always betimes in the
Morning ; was never idle ; fcarce ever held
any difcourfe about News , except with
fome few in whom he confided entirely.
He entred into no Correfpondence by |-
Letters , except about ueceig;y bufinefs,
-or matters of Learning , and fpent very
little time in Eating or Drinking ; For as
he never went to publick Feafts, {o he gave
no Entertainments but to the Poor ; for he
followed our Saviour’sdirection(of Feafting
none but thefe ) literally : And in Eating
and Drinking, he obferved not only great
Plainnefs and Moderation, but lived fo
Philofophically , that he always ended his
Meal with an Appetite ; {o that he loft little
time at it, (that being the only Portion
which he grudged himfelf) and was dife
pofed to any Exercife of his mind , to
which he thought fit to apply himfelf,|
m-
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immediately after he had Dined. By thefe
means he gained much time, that is other-
wife unprofitably wafted.

He had alfo an admirable equality in the
temper of his mind, which difpofed him for
what everStudies he thought fit to'turn him=
felf to ; and fomevery uneafie things which
helay tnder for many years, did rather en-
ﬁage him to,than diftract him from his Stu-

ies.

When he was called to the Bav, and
began to make a Figure in the World, the
late unhappy Wars broke out, in which
it was no eafie thing, fora Man to preferve
- his Integrity, and to live fecurely , free
from great danger and trouble. He had
read the Life of Pomponsvs Articus, writ
by Nepos 3 and having obferved, that he
had pafled through a time of as much
Diftraction, as ever was in any Age or
State, from the Wars of Mariss and Sylla,
to the beginnings of Augiftiis his Reign ,
without the leaft blemifh on his Reputa-
tion, and free from any confidérable Dan-
ger , being held in great Efteem by all
Parties, and courted and favoured by them :-
He fet him as a Pattern to himfelf, and
obferving, that befides thofe Virtues which
re neceflary to all Men, and at all times 4
there were two things that chiefly pre-

C2 ferved
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ferved eAltricus;, the one was his engaging in’
no Fattion, and medling inno ub!z'ckﬂxﬁ'mj} %

the other was his conffant ]{;wun'ng and re-

lieving thofe that were loweft, which was’ a-

feribed by fuch as prevailed to the Genero-
fity of his Temper, and procured him much

Kindnefs from thofe on whom he had exer-

cifed his Bounty, when it came to their turn

to Govern: He refolved to guide himfelf
by thofe Rules as much as was poffible for
him todo.". .4

He not onlyavoided all publick Imploy-
ment, but the very talking of News, and
was always both Favourable and Charitable
to thofe who were depreft, and was fure ne-
ver to provoke any in particular, by cenfur-
ing or reflecting on their Actions ; for many
that have Converfed much with him, have
told me they never heard him once fpeak ill
of any Perfon.

He was imployed in his Prattice by all
the King’s Party : He was Afligned Coun-
cil to the Earl of Strafford, and Archbifhop
Laud, and afterwards to the Blefled King
himfelf , when brought to the infamous
Pageantry of a Mock - Tryal, and offered
to plead for him with all the Courage that
fo Glorious a Caufe ought to have infpired
him with ; but was not fuffered to appear,
becaufe the King refufing, as he had good

it o _ Feai,




Sir Matthew Hale, 2r

reafon, to fubmit to the Court, it was
pretended none could be admitted to fpeak
for him. He wasalfo Council for the Duke
of Hamilton, the Earl of Holland, and the
Lord Capel. His Plea for the former of
thefe, I have publifhed in the Aemoirs of
"that Duke’s Life. Afterwards alfo being
Council for the Lord Craven, he pleaded
with that force of Argument, that the then
Attorney-General, threatned him for ap-
pearing againft the Government ; to whom
he anfwered, He was Pleading in Defence
of thofe Laws, which they declared they wonld
maintain and preferve, and be was doing his
duty to his Clienty [o that he was not tobe
daunted with Threatnings.

Upon all thefe occafions he had dif-
charged himfelf with fo much Learning,
Fidelity, and Courage, that he cameto be
generally imployed for all that Party s
Nor was he fatisfied to appear for their
jult Defence inthe way of his Profeffion,
but he alfo relieved them often in their
Neceflities ; which he did in a way that
was no lefs Prudent than Charitable, con-
fidering the dangersof that time: For he
did often depofite confiderable Sums in the
hands of a Worthy Gentleman of the
King’s Party , who knew their Neceflities
well, and was to Di(I:hrihute his Charity

) 3 ac-
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according to his own Difcretion, without
either letting them know from whenceit
came, or giving himfelf any Account to
whom he had given i, ,

Cromwell feeing him poffeft of fo much
Pradtice, and he being one of the Emi-
penteft Men of the Law, who was not at’
all afraid of doing his duty in thofe Criti-
cal times; refolved to take him off from
it, and raife him to the Bench.
 Mr. Hale {aw well enongh the Snare laid
for him ; and though he did not- much con-
fider the prejudice it would be to himfelf,
to exchange the eafic and fafer Profits he
had by his practice,for a Judges place in the
Common-Pleas, - which he was required to
accept of, yet he did deliberate more on
the Lawfulnefs of taking a Commiffion
from Ufurpers ; but having confidered well
of this, he came to be of opinion, That i
being abfolutely neceffary, to bave Fuftice and
Property kept wup at all times, it was 7o Sip
to take & Commilfion from Ufurpers, if be made
no Dedlaration of his ackpowledging their
Authority , which he never did: He was
much urged to accept of it by fome Emi-
nent Men of his own Profeflion, who were
of the King’s Party ; asSir Orlando Bridge-
man 5 and Sir Geoffery Palmer ;5 and was
alfo favisfied concerning the Lawfulnefs of

: : : it,
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it, by the refolution of fome famous Di-
vines , in particular Dr. Sheldon , and
Dr. Henchman, who were afterwards pro-
moted to the Sees of Canterbury and Lon-
don. -

To thefe were added the importunities
of all his Friends, who thought that in a
time of fo much Danger and Oppreflion, it
might be no fmall fecurity to the Nation,
to have 2 Man of his Integrity andgAbilities
on the Bench: And the U%urpers themielves
held him in that Eftimation, that they
were glad to have him give a Counténance
to their Courts, and by promoting one that
was known to have different Principles from
them ; dffeted the Reputation of Ho-
nouring and Trufting men of Eminent
Virtues, of what perfwafion foever they
might be, in relation to publick Matters.

But he had greater Scruples concerning
the proceeding againft Felons, and putting
offenders to Death by that Commiffion ,
fince he thought the Sword of Juftice be-
longing only by Right to the lawful Prince,
it feemed not warrantable to proceed to a
Capital Sentence by an Authority derived
from Ufurpers ; yet at firft he made diftin-
¢tion between common and ordinary Felo-
nies, and Offences againft the State, for the
laft he would never meddle in them ; for

‘ C 4 he
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he thought thefe might be often legaland
warrantable Actions, and that the putting
Men to Death on that account was Murder;
but for the ordinary Felonies, he at firft
was of opinion, that it was as neceflary
even in times of Ufurpation to Execute
Juftice in thofe cafes, asin matters of Pro-
perty ¢ But after the King was Murthered,
he laid:-by all his: Colle¢tions of the Pleas
of the Crgwn ; and that they might not fall
into ill i)auds, he hid them. behind the
Wainfcotting of his Study, for he faid
there was no more occafion to ufethem, till the
King [hould be again reftored to his Right ;
and fo, upon his Majefties Reftoration, he
took them out, and went on in pis defign

to perfect that great Work. '
Yet for fome time, after he was made a
Sudge, when he went the Circuit, he did |
fiton the Crown-fide, and Judged Crimi-
nals : But having confidered farther of it,
he came. to think that it was at leaft better
not to do'it; and {o after the Second or
Third Circuit, he refufed to fitany more
on the Crown-fide, and told plainly the
reafon ; for in matters of Blood, he was
always tochufe the fafer fide: And indeed
he had fo carryed himfelfin fome Tryals,
that they were not unwilling he fhould
withdraw from medling farther in them ;
: ol
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of which I fhall give fome inftances. * -
Not long after he was made a Fudge ,
which was inthe year 1653. when he went
the Circuit, a Tryal was brought before
him at Lincoln, concerning the Murther of
one of the Townfmen, who had been
of the King’s Party, and was killed by a
Soldier of the Garrifon there, Hewas in
the Fields with a Fowling-piece on his
fhoulder ; which the Soldier feeing , he
came to him, and faid; It was contrary to
an Order which the Protettor had made,
That none who had been of the King’s Party
fhould carry Arms; and fo he would have
forced it from him: But as theother did
not regard the Order, {o being ftronger
than the Soldier, he threw him down, and
having beat him, heleft him: The Soldier
went into the Town, and told one of his
fellow Soldiers how he had been ufed , and
got him to go with him , and lye in
wait for the Man, that he might be re-
venged on him. They both watched his
coming tq Town, and one of them went
to him to demand his Gun 3 which he re-
fufing, the Soldier ftruck at himj; andas
they were ftrygling, the other came be-
hind, and ran his Sword into his Body ;
of whichhe prefently dyed. It was'in the
time of the Aflizes, {o they were both
Tryed
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Tryed: Againft the one there was no Evi-
dence of forethought Felony, fo he was
only found guilty of Man-flaughter , and
Burnt on the Hand; but the other was
found guilty of Murther = And though
Collonel Whaley, that commanded the
Garrifon, came into the Court, and urged,
Thar the man was Killed only for difobeying
the Proteftor’s Order, and that the SaZﬁer
was but doing his Duty  yet the Fudge re-
garded both his Reafons and Threatnings
very little; and therefore he not only
gave Sentence againft him, but ordered
the Execution to be o fuddenly done, that
it might not be poffible to procure a Re-
prieve 3 which he believed would have been
obtained,, if there had been time enough
granted for it.

Another occafion was given him,of thew-
ing both his Juftice and Courage, when he
was in another Circuit ; heunderftood that
the Proteitor had ordereda Fary to be re-
turned for a Tryal, in which he was more
than ordinarily concerned. Upon this In-
formation, he Examined the Sheriffabout
it, who knew nothing of it, for he faid
he referred all fuch things to the under-
Sheriff ; and’” having next asked the under-
Sheriff concerning it, he found the Jury
had been returned by order from Crommwel ;

upon
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upon which he fhewed the Statate, that all
Furées ought to be returned by the Sheriff,
or his lawful Officer : and this not bein
done accarding to Law, he difmiffed the
Jury, and would not try the caufe: Upon
which the Proreftor was highly difpleafed
‘with him, and athis return fromthe Cir-
cuit, he told him in Anger, He was ot fit
to be & Fudge ; to which all the Anfwer he
made was, That it was very true. :
Another thing met him in the Circuit
upon which he refolved to have proceeded
feverely : fome Anabaptifts had rufhed into
a Church, and had difturbed a Congrega-
tion, while they were receiving the Sacra-
ment, not without fome Violence : Atthis
he was highly offended, for he faid i was
intolerable for men, who pretended fo hizhly
to liberty of Confeience, to go and dijfurb
others 5 efpecially thofe who had the Incou-
ragement of the Law on their fide : But
thefe were fo fupported by fome great
eMagiftrates and Officers, that a ftop was
put to his Proceedings; upon which he
“declared, he would meddle 70 more with the
Tryals on the Crown-fide.
* When Penruddock’s Tryal was brought
on, there was a fpecial Meflenger fent to
him, requiring him to aflitacic. It was
in Vacation-time,and he was at his Country-
R iC ' Houle
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Houfe at e4lderly : He plainly refufed to go,
and faid, The four Terms, and two Circuits,
were enough, and the little Interval that was
between, was little enongh for their private
affairs 5 and fo he excufed himfelt. He
thoughtit was notneceflary to fpeak more
clearly ; but if he had been urged to it,
‘he would not have been afraid of doing it.

He was at that time chofen a Parliament-
Man, (for there being then no Houfe of
Lords, Fudges might have been chofen to
fit in the Houfe of Commons ) and he went
- toit, on defign to obftruct the: mad and
wicked projects then onfoot, by two Par-
ties, that had very different Principlesand
Ends.

On the one hand, {fome that were per-
haps more fincere, yet were really Brain-
fick, defigned they knew not what, being
refolved to pulldown a Standing Ministry,
the Law and Property of England, and all
the Ancient Rules of this Government, and
fetup in its room an Jndigested Enthufiasti-
eal Scheme, which they called the Ksngdom
of Christ,orof his Saints; many of them
being really in expectation, that one day
or another Chrift would come down, and
fit among them, and at leaft they thought
to begin the Glerious thonfand years menti-
oned in the Revelation.

Others
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Others at the fame time, taking advan=
tages from the Fears and Apprehenfions,
that all the fober Men of the Nation were
in, left they fhould fall under the Tyranny
of a diftracted fort of people, who to all
their other ill Principles, added grear Cru-
elty 5 which they had Copied from thofe
at MunfFer in the former Age, intended to
improve that opportunity to raife their own
Fortunes and Families. Amidit thefe, Fndse
Hoale fteered a ‘middle Courfe; for as he
would engage for neither fide, fo he, with a
great many more Worthy Men, came to
DParliaments, moreout of a defign to binder
mifchief, than to do much good; wifely fore-
feeing, that the Inclinations for the Ro
Famly were daily growing fo much, that
in time the Diforders then in Agitation ;
would ferment to that happy Refolution,in
which they determined in- Aay., 1660.
And therefore all that could be then done,
was to oppofe the ill defigns of both Par-
tiesy the Enthufiafts as well as the Ufeurpers.
Among the other extravagantMotions made
in this Parliament] pne was, to deftroy all
the Records in the "Tower, and to fettle the
Nation on a New Foundation: {o he took
this Province to himfelf, to fhew the AZad=
nefs of this Propofition, the Jnjustice of ity
and the e ¥ifchiefs that would follow on it(;i

an
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and did it with fuch clearnefs, and ftrength
of Reafon,as not only fatisfied all fober Fcr-
fons (for it may be fuppofed that was foon
done) but ftopt even the Mouths of the
frantick people themfelves. .
Thus he continued adminiftring Juftice
till the Proteftor died, but then he both
refufed the Mournings that were fent to
him and his Servants for the Funeral; and
likewife to accept of the New Commiflion
that was offered himby Richezrd ; and when
the reft of the Judges urged it upon him ,
and imployed others to prefs him toaccept .
of it; he rejected all their Importunities,
and faid, He conld aft no loviger wnder fuck.
eduthority. -

+ He lived a private Man till the Parlia-
ment met that called home the King, to
which he was returned Knight of the Shire
from the County of Gloseffer. = It appeared

: that time how much he was beloved and

eemeéd in his Neighbourhood;for though
another, who ftood in Competition with
him; had {pent near a T*>ufand pounds to
procure Voices,a great §4h to be ifployed
that way in thofe days, ahd he had been at
nocoft; and was fo far from folliciting it,
thiat he had ftood out long againft thofe who
prefs’d him to appear, and ke did not pro-
mife toappear till three days before the
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EleCtion, yet he was preferred. He was’
brought thither almoft by Violence, by
the Lord (‘now Earl of ) Berkeley, who
bore all the Charge of the Entertainments
on the day of his Ele¢tion, which was con-
fiderable, and had engaged all his Friends
and Intereft for him : And whereas by the
Writ, the Knight of a Shire muft be Miles
gladio Cinttws, and he had no Sword, that
Noble Lord girt him with his own Sword
during the Eletion; but he was foon weary
of it, for the Imbroidery of the Belt; did
not fute well with the plainnefs of his
Clothes : and indeed the Election did not
hold long; for as foon as ever he came into
the Field, he was chofen by muchthe grea-
ter Number, though the Poll continued
for three or four days.

In that Parliament he bore his fhare, in
the'happy period then put to the Confufions
that threatned the utter Ruin of the Na-
tion, which, contrary to the Expelations
of the moft Sangpine, fetled in fo ferene
and - ghiet a manner, that thofe who had
formerly built fo much on their Succels ,
calling it an Anfwer from Heaven to theif
folemn Appeals, to'the Providenee of God,
werenow not a little Confounded, to fee
all this turned againft themfelves, in an
inftance much more extraordipary than

any
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any of thofe were, upon which they had
built fo much. His great Prudence and
Excellent temper led him to think, That
the fooner an Actof Indemnity were pafied,
and the fuller it were of Graces and Fa-
vours, it would fooner fettle the Nation,
and quiet the minds of the People; and
therefore he applied himfelf with a parti-
cular care to the framing and carrying it
on : In which it was vifible he had no con-
cern of his own, but meerly his Love of
the Publick that fet him on toit.

Soon after this,when the Courtsin Weff-
minSter-Hall came to be fetled,he was made
Lord Chief Baron: and when the Earlof
Clarendon ( then Lord Chancellor delivered
him his Commiffion, in the Speech he
made, according to the Cuftom on fuch
Occafions, he exprefled his Effeen of him
in a very fingular manner, telling Rim,
among other things, That if the King could
bave found out an boneft er and fitter Man for
that smployment, be would not have advanced
him to it 5 and that be bad therefore pre-
ferred bim, becanfe be knew none that defervdd
st fo well. 1t is ordinary for Perfons fo
promoted to be Knighted, but he defired
to avoid havi? that Honour done him,
and therefore for a confiderable time de-
clined all epportunitics of waiting on the
- King 5
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King 5 which theLord Chancellonr obferving,
fent for himuponBufinefs one day,when the
King was at his Houfe, and told his « 744~
jesty there was his modeft Chief Baron
upon which,he was unexpectedly Knighted.

He continued Eleven years in that place,
Managing the Court, and all Proceedings
in it, with fingular Juftice. It was obferved
by the whole Nation, how much ke raifed
the Reputation and Practice ofit: And
thofe who held Places, and Offices in it,
canall declare, not only the Impartiality of
his Juftice, for that isbutacommon Vir-
tue, but his Generofity, his vaft Diligence,
and his great Exactnefs in Tryals. This
gave occafion to the only Cemplaint that
ever was made of him, Thar he did not
difpatch Masters quick, emough; but the
great care he vfed, to put Suits to a final
End, as it made him flower indeciding
them: fo ic had this good effect, That
Caufes Tryed before him, were {eldom, if
ever, Tryed again.

Nor «id his Adminiftration of Tuftice
lie only in that Court : He wasone of the
principal Fudges that fate in Cliffords-Tun,
about fetling che difference between Land<
lord and Tenant, after the Dreadfid Fire
of London. He being the firft that offered
his Service to the Ciy, .for-acgommoda&inﬁ

A D
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all the differences that might have rifen
about the Rebuilding of it, in which he
behaved himfelf to the fatisfattion of all
Perfons concerned ; So that the {fudden and
quiet Building of the Ciry, which isjuftly
to be reckoned one of the Wonders of the
Age, is in no {mall Meafure due to the great
care, which he and Sir Orlando Bridgeman,
(then Lord Chief Fuftice of the Common-
Pleas, afterwards Lord Keeper of the Great
Seal of Enmgland ) ufed, and to the Judg-
ment they fhewed in that Affair : Since
without the Rules then laid down, there
mighe have otherwife followed fuch an end-
lefs train of vexatious Suits, as might have
been lictle lefs chargeable than the Fire it
felf had been. But without detracting from
the Labours of the other Fudges, it muft
be acknowledged that he was the moft in-
frrumental in that greatWork; for he firft,
by way of Scheme, contrived the Rules, up-
on which heand the reft proceeded after-
wards 3 in which his readinefs at Arstbame-
tick, and his skill in Architeifure were of
great ufe to him. ;

But it will not feem ftrange thata Fudge
behaved himfelf as he did,who at the Entry
into his Imployment,fet fuch excellentRules
to himfelf, which will appear in the follow-
ing Paper; Copied from the Original nnder
kis own hand. Things

Jle.
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Things Neceffary to Le Continually
had in Remembrance. - :

L Thatin the Adminiftration of Fuftice, I
am intrufted for Gody the King and Coun-
try; and therefore,

IL. That it be done, 1. Uprightly, 2. Dels-
berately, 3. Refolutely.

UL That I vest not upon my own Underftand-
ing or Strength, but implore and reft upon
the Diretion and Strength of God. .

IV, That inthe Execution of Fuftice, Icare-
fully lay afide my own Faffions, andnot
give way to them, bowever provoked.

V. That I be wholly intent npon the Bufine/s
I am about, remitting all other Cares and
Thoughts, as unfeafonable, and Interrup-
tions.

VL. That 1 [uffer not my [elf to be prepeffeffed
with any Fudsment at all, till the whole
Bufine[s and both Partics be beard.

VIL. Thas I never engage my [elf in the be-
gining of any Canfe, but rzferw my [elf
unprefudiced till the whole be heard.

VII. That in Bufine[s Capital , though uiy
Nature prompt meto Pitty; yet to confidery
that there is alfo a Pitty due to the Conn-

75 M
D3 IX. dhat
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I1X. That I be not too Rigid in Matters purely
- Confcientions, where all the harm s Di-
- werfity of Fudgment.

X. That'l be not biaffed with Compaffion to
the Poor, or favour to the Rich, in point
of Fuffice. _

XL That Populary or Court-Applanfe, or
Diftafte, bave no Influence into any thing

- I doin point of Diftribution of Fuftice.

XIL Not tobe follicitous whar Men will fuy
or think_y fo long as I keep my felf exatitly

.. according to the Rules of Fuftice.

XML, If in Criminals it be a meafuring Cait,
to sncline to Mercy and Acquitial.

XIV. Iz Criminals that confift meerly in
wordsywhen 1o more barm enfues, Mode~
ration 1sno Injuftice.

XV. Iz Criminals of Blood, if the Fall be

. Evidenr, Severity is Fustice. '

XVL To abhor all private Sollicitarions 5 of
what kind [oever, and by whom foever 4
in Matters Dépending.

XVIL To Charge my Servantsy 1. Not to
snterpofe in any Bufinefs whatfocver.
2. Not to take more than their knownFees.
3. Not to give any wndue Precedence to
Canfes. 4. Not ta R gcommend Council.

XVIIL 70 be fhort and fparing at «Meals;that
- A may be the figrer for Bufinefs. :
o :

He:
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He would never receive private Addreffes
or Recommendations from the greateft Per-
fons in any matter, in which Fuffice was
concerned. One of the firft Peers of
England went once to his Chamber, and
to’% him, That havine a Swit in Law to
be Tryed before binm, fe mas then to acqpuaint
bim with it, that be might the better under-
Jtand it, when it [hould come to beheard in
Court. Upon which the Lord Chief Baror
interrupted him, and faid, He did not deal
fairly to come to bis Chaniber about [uch Af-
fairs, for be pever received Information
of Caufes bur inopen Conrt, where both Par-
ties were to be heard alike ; 10 he would not
fuffer him to go on. Whereupon his
Grace ( for he was a Duke) went away
not a lictle diffatisfied, and complained of
it to the King, asa Rudenefs that was not
to be endured. But his < ¥ajefty bid him
content- himfelf thar be was no worfe ufed,
and faid, He werily beljeved be would have
ufed bimfelf no better, if be had gone o fol-
licite him in any of bis own Caufes.

Another paiffage fell out in one of his
Circuits, which was fomewhat cenfured as
an affectation ofan unreafonable ftrictnefs ;
. but it flowed from his Exaétnefs, to the
‘Rules he had fet himfelf. A Gentleman
had fent him a Buck for his Table, that had-

D3 aTryal
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aTryal at the Affizes; So when he heard
his Name, he asked if be was not the [ame
Perfon that bad fent bim Venifon? and find-
ing he was the fame, he toldhim, He could
not [uffer the Tryal to goon, tillhe bad paid
bim for his Buck.: 'To which the Gentleman
anfwered, Zhat be never Jold bis Venifon, and
that be had done nothing to him, which be did
notdo to every Fudze that had gone that Cir-
cuit, which was confirmed by feveral Gen-
tlemen then prefent : but all would not do,
for the Lord Chief Baron had learned from
Solomon, that a gift perverteth the ways of
Fudgementyand therefore he would not fuffer
the Tryal to go on, till he had paid for the
prefent ; upon which the Gentleman with-
drew the Record: And at Salisbury the
Dean and Chapter having, according to the
Cuftom , prefented him with Six Sugar-
Loaves in his Circuit, he made his Servants
pay for the Sugar before he would try their
Canfe, ,

It was not f{o eafie for him to throw off
the importunities of the Poor, for whom
his Compaffion wrought more Powerfully
than his regard to Wealthand greatnefs ;
yet when Juftice was concerned, even thar
did not turn him out of the way. There
was one that had been putoutof a place
for fome ill behaviour, who urged the Lord |

- | Chicf
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Chief Baron to fet bis hand toa Certificare,
toreffore him to ity or provide bim with ano-
ther : But he told him plainly, his fanlt
was [uch, that be conld not do it ; the other
prefled him vehemently, and afell down on
his knees, and begged it of himwith many
Tears ; but finding that could not prevail,

g faid, He [hould be wsterly Ruined if be
did it not 5 and e (heuld Cur fe him for it every
da[-y. But that having no Effeét, then he
fell out into all the reproachful words,
that Paffion and Defpair could infpire him
with 3 to which all the anfwer the Lord
Chief Baron made, was, That he conld very
well bear all his Reproaches, bt he conld not
for all thar fer his band to bisCertificate. He
faw he was Poor, fo he gave him a large
Charity, and fent him away.

But now he wasto go on after his Pat-
tern, Pomponins edtticsns, ftill to favour and
relieve them that were loweft : So befides
great Charities to the Nonconformifts, who
were then, as he thought, too hardly ufed;
he took great care to cover them all he
could, from the Severities fome defigned
againft them, and difconraged thofe who
were inclined to ftretch the Laws too much
againft them : He lamented the differences
that were raifed in this Church very much,
and according to the Impartiality- of his

D s Juftice,



40 The Life and Death of

Jultice, he blamed fome things on both
fides, which I fhall fet down with the fame
freedom that he fpake them. He thought
many of the Nowconformists had merited
highly in the Bufinefs of the King's Reffan-
ration, and at leaft deferved that the rerms
of Conformity fhould not have been made
[tricter, than they were before the War.
here was not then that dreadful profpect
of Paopery, that has appeared fince. But
that which affliGted him moft, was, that he
faw the Heats and Contentions which fol-
lowed upon thefe different Parties and Jn=
terefts, did take People off from the Judi-
f{lmﬁéffe things of Religion, and flackned
the Zealof gothcr ways ) Good men for the
fubftance of it, fo much being fpent about
External and Indgfferent things. ltalfo gave
advantages to Arkeiffs; to treat the moft
Sacred Points of our holy Faith, as Ridrcx~
lons, when they faw the Profeffors of it
contend fo fiercely, and with fuch bister-
ﬂ?, about lefler Adatrers. He was much
oifended at all thef: Books that -weré
written to expofe the zomtrary Seft tothe
feorn and contemptof the Age, in4 wans
ton and petulant Stile; He thought fuch
Writers wounded the Christian  Religion,
through the fides of thofe who diffcred
from them ; while a forg of lewd,-Peop}_}‘c,
, who
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who having afflumed to themfelves the
Title of the Wirrs ( though but a very
few of them have a right to it) took up
from both hands, what they had faid, to
mzke one another fhew Ridiculous, and
from thence perfuaded the World to langh
at both, and at 4l Religion for their fakes.
And therefore he often withed there might
be fome Law, to make all Scurrillity or
Birrernefs in Dilputes about Religion punifh-
able. But as he lamented the Proceedings
too rigoroully againft the Nouconformifts,
fo he declared himfelf always ot the fide
of the Church of England, and faid thofe
of the Separation were good Men, but they
had narrow' Souls, who would break the
Peace of the Church, about fuch inconfide
rable Marters, as the Points in difference
were. . :

He fcarceever medled in State-Intrigues,
yet upon a Propofition that was {zt on foot
by the Lord Keeper Bridieman, for aCom-
prebenfion of the more moderate Diflenters,
and a.limired Indulgence towards fuch as
could not he brought within the Campre-
henfion, he’ difpenfed “with his Maxim, of
avoiding vo _engage in  Matters “of Stare,
“There werefeveral Meetings upon  that
‘occafion. The Divine of the Church of
England, that appeared moft conﬁd_erat;[y

for
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for it; was Dr., Wilkins, afterwards pro-
moted to the Bilhoprick of Cheffer, aMan
-of as great a Mind, as true a Judgment,
as Eminent Virtoes, andof as good a Soul,
astany I ever knew. He being deter-
mined as well by his excellent Tempsr ,
as by hisForefightand Prudence, by which
he early perceived the great ' Prejudices
that Religion received, and the vaft Dan-
gers the Reformation was like to fall under
by thofe Divifions; fet about that Project
with the Magnanimity that was indeed
peculiar to himfzlf ; for though hewasmuch
Cenfured by many of his own fide, and
feconded by very few, yet he pufhed it
as far as he could : After feveral Con-
ferences with two of the Eminenteft of the
Preshyterian Divines, Heads were agreed
on, fome Abatements were to be made, and
lanations were to'be accepted of. The
particulars of that Project being thus con-
certed,they were brought to the Lord Chief
Baron, who put them in form of a Bill, to
be prefented to the next Seflions of Parlia-
ment. :
> But two Parties appeared vigoroufly
againft this Defign ; the one wasof fome
zealous Clergy-men, who thought it be-
Jow .the D.{fﬁxy of the Church to alter

Laws, and change Settlements, for the fake
' of
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of fome whom they efteemed Schifmaticks.
They alfo believed, it wasbettertokeep
them out of the Church, than bring them
into it, fince a Faition upon that would
arife in the Church, which they thought
might be more Dangerous than the Schifin
it felf was. Befides they faid, if fome
things were now to be changedin Com-
pliance with the humour of a party ; as foon
as that was done, another party might de-
mand other Concefficns, and there might be-
as good reafons invented for theft asfor
thofe: Many fuch Conceflions might alfo
fhake thofe of our own Communion, and
tempt them to forfake ws, and goover to
the Church of Rome, pretending that we
changed fo often, that they were thereby
inclined to be of a Church, that was con-
ftant and true toher felf. Thefe were the
reafons brought , and chiefly infifted on
againft all Comprehenfion 3 and they wrought
upon the greater part of the Houfe of
Commons, fo thar they pafled a Vote
againft the receiving of any Bill for that
Effect. '

There were others that oppofed it upon
very differentends: They defigned to fhel-
ter the Papifts from the Execution of the
Law, and faw clearly that nothing could
bring in Popery {0 well asa Toleration. But

o
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to tolerate Popery bare-faced, would have
ftartled the Nation too much ; fo it wasne-
ceflfary to hinder all the Propofitions for
Union, fince the keeping up the differences
was the beft Colour they could find, for
etting the Toleration to pafs, only asa
ﬁackning the Laws againft Diflenters,whofe
Numbers and Wealth made it advifeable
to have fome regard to them ; and under
this pretence Popery might have crept in
more covered, and lefs regarded : So thefe
Councils being more acceptable to fome
concealed Papifts then in great Power, as
has fince appeared but too Evidently, the
whole Project for Comprehenfion was let fall,
and thofe who had fet it on foot, cameto
belooked on with an illeye, as fecrer Fa-
wourers of the Dillenters, Underminers of
the Church, and every thing elfe that Jea-
loufie and Diftafte could caft on them.

But upon this occafion, the Lord Chief
Baron, and Dr. Wilkins, came to contract
a fium and familiar Friendfhip; and the
Lord Chief Baron having much Bufinefs,
and little time to fpare, did to enjoy the
other the more, what he had fearce ever
done before, he went fometimes to Dine’
with him. And though he lived in great
Friend(hip with fome other eminentClergy-
men, as Dr. Ward, Bifhop of Salishury ;

Dr. Barlowy
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Dr. Barlow, Bifhop of Lincolny Dr. Bar-
row, late Mafter of Trinity-Colledge 5
Dr, Tillotfon, Dean of Canterbury; and
Dr. Still:ngfleet, Dean of St. Pauls ,( Men
fo well known, and fo much Efteemed,
that as it was no wonder the Lord Chief
Baron valued their Converfation highly ,
fo thofe of them that are yet alive, will
think it no leflening of the Character they
are fo defervedly in , That they are rec-
koned among Fudze Huale's Friends ) yet
there wasan intimacy and freedom in his
Converfewith Bifhop i¥ilkins, that was fin-
*gular to himalone: He had, during the
late Wars, lived in a long and entire
Friendfhip with the Apoftolical Primate
of Ireland , Bifhop Ufber: Their curious
fearches into Antiquity, and the Sympathy
of both their Tempers led them toagreat
Agreement almeft in every thing. He
held alfo great Converfation with Mr. Bex-
ter, who was his Neighbour at Aéez, on
whom he looked as a Perfon of great De-
votion and Piety, and of a very {ubtile
and quick Apprehenfion : their Converfa-
tion lay'moft in Meraphyfical and abstraited
Idea’s and Schemes.

He looked with great.Sorrow on the {m-
piety and Atheifm of the Age, and fohe
fer himfelf to eppofe ir, not only by the

fhining
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fhining Example of his own Life, but by
engaging in a Caufe, that indeed could
hardly fall into better hands: And as he
could not find- a Subject more worthy of
himitif, fo there" were few in the Age
that - underftood it fo well, and could ma-
nage it more skilfully. The occafion that
firft led him to Write aboutit, was this.”
He was a ftrict obferver of the Lord’s- Day,
in which, befides his conftancy in the pub-
lick Worfhip of God, he ufed to call all
his Family together, and repeat to them
the Heads of the Sermons, with fome Ad-
ditipns of his own, which he fitted for "
their Capacities and Circumftances ; and
that being done, hehad a Cuftom of fhut-
ting himielf up for two or threehours,
which he either fpent in his feeret Devo-
tions, or on fuch profitable AMeditarions as
did then occur to his thoughts: He writ
them with the fame fimplicity that he for-
med them in his Mind, without any Art,
or fo muchasa thought to let them be pub-
lifhed : He never Correéted them, but laid
them by, when he had finifhed them, ha-
ving intended onlyto fix and preferve his
own Refletions in them; {o that heufed
'no fort of care to polifh them, or make
the firft draught per?o&er than when they
fell from hls Pen, Thefe fell into the
hands
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hands of a Worthy Perfon, and he ]udgng, -

as well he might, that the Communicating,. '

them to the World, might be a publick -
fervice, Printed two Volumesof them in
Odavo a little before the Author’s Deaﬂ:, :
Contammg his

CONTEMPLATIONS,

I. Of our latter End
1. Of Wifdom, and the fear of Ged.
L. Of the Knowledze of Chrift Crucified.

IV, The Victory of Faith over the War!d
V. Of Humility.

VI. Jacob’s Pow.

VAL, Of Contentation.

VIIL. Of eAfflictions.

1X. A good Methid to entertain mﬁ‘a&k
troublefome Times.

X. Changes and Tronbles %’e gem.

XL Ofthe Redemption of Ttme.

XIl. The grear Audis.

XL D.w&'wm touching keeping the Lords-

Day : Ina Letter to his Children.
XIV. Poems wristen upon Chriftmas-day,

‘; ~ Id the 24 Volume.
L. Au Enguiry tonching Happinefs.

IL. Of the Ghicf end of Man.
1. Tpon
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L. Upon Ecclef. 12. 1. Remember thy Cre~

ator.

IV. Upon the §1 Pfalm. v. 10. Create &

- clean heart in me: With a Poem.

V. The Folly and Mifchief of Sin.

V1. Of Self-Denial. '

VIL. e Aorives to Watchfulne[s, in reference
to the Good and Evil Angels.

- VL. Of Moderation of the Affeitions.

IX. Of Worldly hope and Expettation.

X. Upon 13 Heb. 14. We have bere no
Continuing City.

X1. Of Contentednefs and Patience.

XIL. Of Moderationof Anger.

XIM. A4 Preparative againit Afflictions.

XIV. Of Sabmiffion, Prayer, and Thanks:

iving.

XV. of ‘Ig’myﬁ and Thanksgiving on Pfal.
T4,V 1, '

XV1, Medirations on the Lords-Prayer , with
a Paraphrafe uponir. :

In them there appears a generous and
true Spirit of Religion , mixt with moft
ferious and fervent Devotion ; and Perha
with the more advantage, that the Stile
wants fome Correction, whichfhews they
were the genuine Produltions of an excel-'
lent Mind, entertaining it felf in fecret
with fuch Contemplations. The Stile is

clear
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clear and Mafculine, inaduetemper, be-
tween flatnefsand affe@ation, in which
he expreffes his thoughts both eafily and
decently. In writing thefe Difcourfes,
having run over moft of the Subjeéts that
his own Circumftance led him chiefly to
confider, he began to be in fome pain to
chufe new Arguments; and therefore re-
folved to fix on a Theam thatthould hold
him longer. : {

He was foon determined in his Choice,
by the immoral and irreligious Principles
and Pra&ifes, that had fo long vexed his
Righteous Soul : And therefore began a
great delign againlt _Arherfme, the firft
part of which isonly Printed, ofthe Ori-
gination of Mankind, deligned to prove the
Creation of the World, and the truth of the
Mofaical Hiftory- _ .

The Second Part was of the Natare of

the Soul,” and of a fature State. :
- The Third Part was concerning the 4¢-
tributes of God, both from the abftratted
Ided’s of him, and the Light of Natures,
the Evidence of Providence; the Notions of
Morality, and the Poice of Confcience.

_ And the FourthPart was concerning the
Truth and Authority of the Scriptures , with
Anfwers to the Objections againft them. On
writing thele, he fpent Seven years. He

E

wrote
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wrote them with fo much Confideration,
that one who perufed the Original under
his own hand, which was the firft draught
of it, told me, He did not remember of
any Confiderable Alteration 5 perhaps not of
Twenty words in the whole Work. i

The way of his Writing them, only on
the Evenings of the Lords-day, when he
wasin Town, and not much oftner when
he was in the Couutry,made, that they are
not fo contra&ed, as itis very likely he
would have writ them, if he had been more
at leifure to have brought his thoughts in-
to a narrower Compaf;, and fewer words.

But making fomeAllowance for the lirge-
nefs of the Stile, that Volume that is Prin-
ted, is generally acknowledged to be one
of the perfecteff pieces, both of Learning |
and Reafoning, that has been writon that
Subjeét : And he who read a great part of
the other Volumes, told me, They wereall -
of a piece with the firft. :

When he had finifhed this Work,he {ent
it by an unknown hand to Bithop Wilkins,
to defire his Judgment of ity but he that
brought it, would give noother Account
of the Author, but that he was not a Clergy-
man. The Bifhop, and his Worthy Friend
Dr. Tillotfon, read-a great deal of it with
much pleafure, but could notimagine who

could
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éould be the Author; and how a Man that
was Mafter of fo much Reafon, and fo great
a variety of Krowledse y fhould be fo un-
kzown to them, that they could not find
him out by thofe Charaiters, which are
fo little: common. At laft Dr. Tillotfon
gueffed it muft be the Lord Chief Barons
to which-the other prefently agreed, won-
dring he had been {o long in finding it out.
So they went immediately to him, and the
Bi(hop thanking him for the Entertainment
he had received from his Works;he blufhed
extreamly, mot without fome difpleafure,
apprehending that.the Perfon he had trufted
had difcovered him: But the Bilhopfoon
cleared ‘that, and told him, He had dif-
covered himfelf, for the Learning of that
Book_ was fo various , that nonebut he conld
be the Authorof it. And that Bifhop ha.
ving a. freedom in delivering his Opinion
of Thingsand Perfons, which perhaps few
ever managed, both with fo much Plain-
nefs and Prudence, told him, There was
nothing could be better faidon thefe Argu-
ments, if be conld bring it into a lefs compafs 3
but if be bad not leifure for that 5 be thought
it much bettar to have it coms oit, thongh s
Little too large, thanthatthe World fhould be
deprived of the good which it muff needs do.
But our 7udge had never the opportuni-

Bz ties
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ties of revifing it; fo a little before his
Death, he fent the firftpart of itto the
Prefs. ;

In the beginning of it, he gives an Effay
ofhis Excellent way of Aethodszing things;
in which he was fo gréat a Mafter, that
whatever he undertook,he would prefently
caftinto fo perfect a Scheme, that he could
never afterwards Corre&it: He runs out
Copioufly upon the Argument of the Jfm-
poffibility of an Eternal Susceffion of Time,
to (hew that Time and Eternsty are incon-
{iftent one with another ; And that there-
fore all Duration that was paft, and defined
by Time, could notbe” from Eternity; and
he fhews the difference between [uceeffive
Eternity already paft, and one to come;
So that though the larrer is poffible, the
former is not {o; for all the parts of the
former bave a&ually been; and therefore
being defined by Time, cannot be Eternal;
whereas the orher are flill futore to all
Eternity 5 fo that this reafoning cannot be
turned to prove the poffibility of Eternal
Succeffions, that have been , aswell as Eter-
nal Swcceffions that (hall be. This he fol-
Iows with a Strength, I never met with in
any that Managed it before him.

- He brings nex¥ all thofe Moral Argu-
ments, to prove, that the World had a be-

Ginning-y
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ginning, agreeing to the Account Mofes
gives of it 3 as that no Hiffory rifes higher
than near the time of the D:?.:cge ; and that
the firff Foundation of Kingdoms, the In-
vention of Arts, the Beginnings of all Reli-
gions,the Gradual Plantatisn of the World,
and Increafe of Mankind, and the Confent
of Nations do agree with it. In mana-
ging thefe , as he thews profound Skill both
in Hifforscal and Philofopbical Learning ;
fo he gives a Noble Difcovery of his great
Candor and Probity, that he would not
Impofe on the Reader with a falfe fhew of
Reafoning by Arguments, that he knew
had Flaws in them; and therefore upon
every one of thele, he adds fuch Allays,
as 1n a great meafure leffened and took off
their force, with as much exa&nefs of Judg-
ment, and ftriGtnels of Cenfure, as ifhe
had been fet to plead for the other fide:
And indeed fums up the whole ‘Evidence
for Religion, as impartially as ever he did
in a tryal for Life or Death to the fury
which how equally and Judicially he always
did, the whole Nation well kn ows.

After that he Examines the .Anzient Opi-
nions of the Philofophers, and inlarges with
a great variety of curious Refle@iions in
anfwering that only Argument, that has
any appearence of Strength for the Cafual

E 3 Pro-
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Produétion of Man, from the Origination of
Infetts out of pusrified matter 5 as is com-
monly fuppofed ; and he concluded the
Bouk, {hewing how Rational and Philofophi-
aizl the Account which Adufes gives of itis.

here is in it all a fagacity and quicknefs
of thought, mixed with great and corious
Learning, that 1 confefs 1 never met toge -
ther on any other Book on thatSubje&t.
Among other Conjetures , one he gives
concerning the Deluge, is, That he didnot
think the Faceof the Earth and the Waters,
were altogether the [ame before the Univerfal
Delugey and after : But poffibly the Face of
ﬂ:e Earthwas more even that now itis : The
Seas poffibly move dilated and extended, and
not  fodeep as mow And a litcle after,
Poffibly the Seas have undermined much of
the appearing Continent of Earth. Thisl
the rather take notice of, becaufe ithath
been fince his Death, made outinamoft
Ingenions, and moft Elegantly writ Book,
by Mr. Burnetof Chrift's Colledge in Cam-
bridge, who has given fuch an Effay to-
wards the proving the poffibility of an Uni-
verfal Deluge ; and from thence has Col-
le&ted, with great Sagacity, what Paradice

\ was before it, as has not been offered by .

;%ny Philefopher before him.

While .

—
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While the Jizdge was thus imploying his
time the Lord Chief Juftice Keyling dying,
he was on the 18thof AMay, 1671, pro-
moted to be Lord Chicf Fufiice of England.
He had made the Pleas of the Crown one of
his Chief Studies, and by much fearch
and long obfervation, had Compofed that
great work_ concerning them, formerly
mentioned ; he that holds the High Office

_ of Fufticiary in that Court, being the Chief
Truftee, and Affertor of the Liberties of
his Countrey. All people applauded this
Choice, and thought their Liberties could
not be better depofited,than in the hands of
one; that as he underftood themwell, fo
he had all the Juftice and Courage, that {o
Sacred a Truft required. One thing was
much obferved and commended in him,
that when there was a great Jnequality in
the Ability and Learning of the Councellors
that were to Plead one againft another,
he thought it become him, as the Fidge,
to fupply that 5 fo he would enforce what
the weaker Council managed but sndiffe-
rently, and not fuffer the More Learnedto
carry the Bufinefs by the advantage they had
over the others, in their quicknefs and skill
in Law, and readinefs in Pleading, till all
things were cleared, in which the Mersts
and Strength of theill-defended Caufelay.

Ea He
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He was not fatisfied barely to give his
Judgment in Caufes ; but did, efpecially
inall Intricate ones, give {fuch an Account
of the Reafons that prevailed with him
that the Council did not only acquiefce in
his Authority, but were fo convinced by
his Reafons, that 1 have heard many pro-
fels that he brought them often to change

their Opinions; {o that his giving of fudg-

ment was really a learned LeGure upon that
Point of Law: And which was yet more;
the Parties themfelves, though Intereft
does too commonly corrupt the Judgment,
were generally fzatisfied with the Juftice of
his Decifions , even when they were made

agaioft them. His Impartial Juftice, and

great Diligence, drew the Chicf Praétice
atter him, into whatfoever Court he came.

Since, tho'lgh the Courtsof the Common.

Pleas, the Excbeguer,and the Kings-Bench,
are appointed for the Tryal of Caufesof
different Natures, yet it is cafie to bring
moft Caufes intoany of them,as the Coun-
cil or Attorneys pleale; fo as he had
drawn the bufinefs much after him, both
into the Common-Pleas, and the Exchequer,
it now followed him into the Kings. Bench §
and many Caufes that were Depending in

the Exchequer, and notdetermined, were

fet fall there, and brought again before him
€ _ : in




§ir Matthew Hale, 57
in the Court,to which he was now removed.
And here did he {pend the reft of his pub-
~ lick Life and Imployment. But about four
years and a half after this Advancement,
he who had hitherto enjoyed a firm and
vigorous Health, to which his great Tem-
perance, and the Equality of his Mind,
did not a fittle conduce, was onafudden
brought very low by an Inflammation in his
Midriff, which in two days time broke the
Conftitution of his Health to fuch a de-
gree, ‘that he never recoveredit: He be-
came fo Afthmatical, that with great diffi-
culty he could ferch his Breath, tlat de-
termined ina Dropfie ; of which he after-
wards dyed: He underftood Phylick fo
well, that confidering his Age, he con-
cluded his Diftemper mu®t carry him off
in a little time ; and therefore he refolved
to have fome of the laft Months of his Life
referved to himfelf; that being freed of
all Worldy Cares, he might be preparing
for his Change. He was al{of{o much dif-
abled in his Body, that hecould hardly,
though {upported by his Servants, walk
through Weffminfler-Hall, or endure the
Toil of Bufinefs : He had been a long time
wearied with the Diftra&ions that his Im-
ployment had = brought on. him ,and his
Profeflion was become ungrateful to hinI::

: ; He
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He lovedto apply him{elf wholly to better
Purpoles, as will appear by a Paper that
he writ on this Subje&t, which I fhall
here Infert.

Fitk, If T confider the Bufinefs of my
Profeffion , whether as an Advocate, or as
& Fudgey it istrue, Ido accknowledge by the
Inftisution of Almighty Ged, andthe Difpen-
fation of his Providence , I am bound teo In-
‘duftry and Fidelity in it : And asitis an A%
of Obedience unto his Will, it carries with
st fome things of Religions Dury, and1 may
and do take Comfort in it, andexpett a Re-
ward of my Obedience tohim, and the good
that Ido to Mankind therein, frem the Bounty
and  Benificence 5 and Promife of Almighty
Gody and itit true alfo, that without ﬁdch
Imployments , Civil Socieries cannot be [ip-
ported, and great good redonnds to Mankind
from them, and in thefe refpeits, the Con-
feience of my own Induftry, Fidelity, and In-
tegrity in themy is a great comfort and fatis-
fationtome. But yet this I wuft fay con-
cerning thefe Imployments, confidered fimply
in themfelves, that they are very full of Cares,
Anxieties, and Perturbations.

Secondly , That thoush they are benefi-
eial to others, yet they arcof the leaft bene-
fit to bim that is imployed in them.

Thirdly.
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Thiedly , That they do neceffarily in-

 wolve the party, whofe Office it is, in grea

Dangers, Difficulties, azd C alumnies

Fourthly, That they enly [erve for the
Meridian of this Life, which s [hort and
UNCertasn.

Fifthly , That though it be my Duy,
faithfully to ferve inthem, while I am called
1o them, and till I am dyly called from them,
yet they ‘are great confumers of that little time
we have bere 5 which asit [ecms to me, might
be better [pent in a piosss contemplarive Life,
and a due provifion for Etermity. I donot
know & better  Temporal Imployment than
Martha had, in teftifying her Love and Duty
30 our Savioury by making provafion for hims
yet owr Lord tells ber, That though [he was
troubled abowt maity things, there was only
ane thing neceffary, and Mary had chofen
the betrer part.

By this the Reader will fee that he con-
tinued in this Station upon no other Corfi-
deration, but that being fet in it by the
Providence of God, he judged he could
not abandon that Poft which was affigned
him, without preferring his own private
Inclination to the choice God hath made for
him; but now that feme Providence ha-
ving Dby this grear Diffemper difengaged

m
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him from the Obligation of holding
a Place, which he was no longer able
to difcharge, he refolved to refignin. This
was no fooner {urmifed abroad,than it drew
upon him the Importunities of all his
Friends, and. the clamour of the whole
Town to divert him from it, but all was
to no purpofe; there was but one Argu-
ment that could move him, which was,
That he was obliged to continue in the Im-
ployment - God had put bim in for the good
of the Public : But to this he had {fuchan
Anfwer , that even thofe who were moft
concerned in his withdrawing, could not
but fee, that the Reafons inducing him to
it, were but too ftrong; fo he made Ap-
plications to his Majefty for his Writ of Eafe,
which the King was very unwilling to grant |
him, and offered to let him hold his place
ftill, he doing what Bufinefs he could in
his Chamber; but he faid, He could not
with a good Confcience cantinue in it, fince
he was no longer able to difcharge the Duty
belonging to it.

Ent yet fuchwas the general fatisfa&ion
which all the Kingdom received by his Ex-
" cellent Adminiftration of Juftice, that the
King, though he could not well deny his
Requeft, ver he deferred the Granting of
itas long ac itwas poffible: Nor could the

- Lord
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Lord Chancellor be prevailed with to move
the King to haften his Difcharge, though
the Chief Fuftice often prefled him to it.
At laft having wearied himfelf, and all
his Friends, with hisimportunate defires;
and growing fenfibly weaker in Body, he
did upon the 217k day of February, 28 Car.
2. Anwo Dom. 167%, go before a Mafter
of the Chancery, with a little Parchment-
Deed drawn by Himfelf, and writtenall
with his own hand, and there Sealed and
Delivered it, and acknowledged it to be
. Enrolled ; and afterwards he brought the
Original Deed to the Lerd Chancellsr, and
did formally furrender his Office in thefe
words: ¥
Omnsbus Chrifti fidelibus ad quos prafens
Scriptura pervenerity Matheus Hale, Adiles
Capstalss Fufticiarius Domini Regis ad placita
coram ipfo Rege tenenda affignaras Salutem in
Domino Sempiternam, Noveritis me prafa-
tum Matheum Hale, Militem jam [enem
factum & Variss Corporss mes Seniles morbis
G~ infirmitatibus dire  Laborantem ¢ adbuc
Detentum. Héc charta mea Refignare G-
[urfum veddeve Sereniffimo  Domino Noftro
Carolo Secundo Dei Graria Angliz, Scotiz,
Franci® ¢ Hibernie , Regi, Fidei Defen-
fori, Ge. Predictum Officinm Capitalss Fufti-
chaii
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ciaris ad placita coram ipfo Rege tenenda §
bumillime perens quad hoc Seriptum irrotale-
tur de Recordo.  In cujus rei Teftimoninum

buic charte mee Refignationis Sigilluwe meuns |

appofisi.  Dat vice[fimoprimo die Februarii
Anno Regni Dict. Dom. Regis nune Vicefimo
Oétavo,

He made this Infirument, ashe told the
Lord Chancellor , for two ends; the one
was to fhew the World his own free Con-
currence to his Removal : Another was to
obviate theObjeé&tion heretofore made, That
a Chief Fuftice, being placed by Writ, was not
removable at pleafure , as "?’#;{gu by Patent
were ; which opinion ashe {aid was once
held by his Predeccflor the Lord Chief
Fauftice Keylingy and  though he himfelf
were always of another opinion, ye t he
thought it reafonable to prevent fuch a
fcruple. N, ? ;

He had the ddy before furrendred to
the King in Pérfon, who parted from him
with great Grace, withing him moft hear-
tily the Retwrn of bis Health ; and affuring
him, That he would flill Lock mpon him as ene
of his Fudoes, and have recourfetohis Ad-
wice when his Health would permit 5 and in
the mean time wonld continue bis Penfion du-
ring bis Life. - :

The
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The Good man thought this Bounty too
great, and an ill Precedent for the King s .
and therefore writ a Letter to the Lord
Treafurer, earneftly defiring, that his Pen-
fion might be only during Pleafire ; hut the
King would grant it fer Life, and makeit
payable Quarterly.”

And yet for a whole Month together,
he would not fuffer his Servant to Sue out
his Patent for his Pention 3 and when the
firft Payment was received, he ordered a
great partof it to Charitable Hfes; and

- {aid, He intended moft of it fhould be fo
" Employed aslong as it was paid him.

At lakt he happened to Dye upon the
*Quarter day, which was Chriffmas-day 5
and though this might have given fome
occafion to a Difpute, whether the Penfion
for that Quarter were recoverable ; yet the
King was pleafed to decide that Matter
againft himfelf , and ordered the Penfion
to be paid to his Executors.

As foon as he was difcharged from his
great Place,he returned home with as much
chearfulnefs , as his want of Health could
admit of, being now eafed of a Burthen he
had been of late groaning under, and fo
made more capable of Enjoying that which
he had muchwifhed for, according to his
Elegant Tranflation of, er rather Para-

phrafe
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phra{'e upon, thofe Excellent Lines in
 Seneca’s Tnyefles. A 2.

Stet quicungue volet potens 5

Aule culmine ubrico :

Me dulcis Statuerst’ quies.
-Obfcuro pafitus Loco,

Lener perfruar otio

Naullys nota Quiritibus,

eAEtas per tacitum fluat,

Sic cum Tranfierint mei,

Nullo cum Strepitu dies,

Plebeiss moriar Senex,

15 mors grawx incubat,

Qi notus nimis emnibius.
Agnotus meritur fibi. : z

Let him that will afcend the tottering Seat
Of Conrtly Grandeur, and become as great
As are his Mounting Withes : As for me,
Letfweet repofe and reff my Portion be.
Give me fome mean obfcure Recefs ;a Sphere
Out of the Road of Bufixefs, or the fear
Of falling lower ; where 1 fweetly miy

My felf and dear retirement itill enjoy : |

Let not my Life or Nume be known unto
The Grandees of the Time , toft to and fro
By Cenfures or Applaufe; but let my Age

~ Slide gently by, not overthwart the Stage

of
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Of Prblic Attior,unheard,unfeen,
And uncencern’d, as if | ne’re had beeh,
And thus, while I fhall pafs my fent days
In fhady privacy, free from the Noife
And Buftles of the mad World, then fhall I
A good Old Jnnocent Plebeiandye,
 De athis ameer Surprife, a very Snare
~ To him, that makes it his Life’s greateft care
To be a public Pageantknownto all,
But mnacquainted with himfelf doth fall,

Having now attairied to that Privacys
which he had no lefs ferioully, than pioufly
wifhed for; he called all his Servants that
had belonged to his Office together, and
told them , He bad nows laid dewn bis Place,
and fo their Imployments were determineds
tpon that héadvifed them to fee for them-
felves, and gave to fome of them very con-
fiderable Prefents, and to évery one of them
a Token, and fo difmiffed all thofe that
were not his Domefticks. He wes dif-

_ charged the 15¢h of February, 167%, and
lived till the Chriffmas following; but all
the while was in {o ill a State of Health,
that there was no hopesof his Recovery <
He continued ftill to retire often, both for
his Devotions and Studies; and aslong as
he could go, went conftantly to his Clofet 3
and when his Inﬁrmitich encrealed on hin{:,-

: d
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fo that he was not able to go thither him.
felf, he made his Servants carry him thi.
ther in a Chair. At laft, as the Winter
came on, he faw , with great Joy his De-
liverance approaching; for befides hisbe-
ing weary of the World, and his longings
for the Bleflednefs of another State, his
Pains encreafed fo on him, that noPati-
ence inferiour to his could have born them
without a great uneafinefs of mind ; yet he
exprefled to the laft fuch fubmiffion to the
Will of God, and fo equal a Temper un-
der them, that it was vifible then what
mighty Effects his Philofophy and Chriftia.
nity had on him, in fupporting him under
fuch a heavy load.

He could not lie down in Bed above a
year before his Death, by reafon of the
Aftbma 3 but {at, rather than lay in it.

He was attended on inhis Sicknefs by
a Pious and Worthy Divine, Mr, Evan
Griffith, Minifter of the Parifh and it was
obierved, thatin allthe Extremities of his
Pain, when ever he prayed by him, he
forbore all Complaints or Grones, but with
his Hands and Eyes lifted up, was fixed in
his Devotions : Not_long before his Death,
the Minifter told him, There was to bea
Sacrament next Sunday at Church, but he
“belicwed be could not come and partake m’;h

: the
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the reft 5 therefore be would give it to him in
bis own Houfe : But he aniwered, No s his
Heavenly Father bad prepared a Feaft for
bim, and be would go to his Fathers Houfe
to partake of it: So he made himfelf be:
carried thither in his Chair, where he re-
ceived the Sacrament on his Knees, with
great Devotion ; which it may be {fuppofed
was the greater, becaufe he apprehended
it was to be his laft, and fo took itas his
Viaticum, and Provifion for his Journey.
He had fome fecret unaccountable Pre-
fages of his Death ; for he faid, That if
he did not Dye on fuch a day, (which fell
to be the 25th of November ) he believed
be [bould Live 4 Month longer 5 and he dyed.
that very day Month, He continued to
enjoy the free ufe of his Reafon and Sence
to the laft Moment, which he had often
and earneftly prayed for, during his Sick-
nefs: And when his Voice was fo funk,
that he could not be heard, they perceived
by the almoft conftant lifting up of his
Eyes and Hands, that he was ftill Afpiring
towards that Blefled State, of which he was
now fpeedily to be poflefled.

He had for many years a particular De-
votion for Chriftmas-day; and after he had
received the Sacrament, and been in the
performance of the publick Worfhip of

- F 2 that
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that day, he commonly wrote a Copy of
Verfes on the Honourof his Saviour, asa
fit Expreflion ofthe Joy he felt in his Soul,
at the return of that Glorious Anniver-
fary. There are Seventcen of thofe Co-
pies Printed, which he writ onSeventeen
- feveral- Chriftmas.days, by which the
World has a tafte of his Poetical Genious ;
in which, if he had thought it worthhis
time to have Excelled, he might have been
Eminent as well as in other things; but
he writ them rather to entertain himfelf,
_ than to merit the Lawrel.

T fhall Here add one which has not been
yet Printed, and it 1s not unlikely it was
the laft he Writ; it is a Paraphrafe on
Simeon’s Song. | take it from his blotted
Copy, not at all finithed;, fo the Reader is
to make Allowance for any Imperfection he
may find in it. )
Bleffed Creator, who beforethe Birth
Of Time, or ¢’re the Pillars of the Earth
Were fixtyor form'd,did’[} lay that great Defign
Of Man's Redemption, and did’Jf define
In thine Eternal Councells all the Scene
Of that (Fupendsions Bufine[s, and when
It fhould appear 5 ‘and though the very day
Ofits Ephiphany,concealed lay

Withip




Within thy mind, yet thon wert pleas'dto [how
Seme glimpes of sty unro Men below,
InVifuns, Types, and Prophefies, as we
Things at a diftance in Per[pective fec :
But thouwert pleas’d to let thy Servant know
That that Bleft hour,that feems’d to move fo flow
Through former Ages, [hould at laft attain
Itstimey €'re my few Sands, that yet remain’
Are fpent 5 and that thefe Azed Eyes
Sheuld [ee the day whenYacob’s Star [houldrife
And now thow haft fulfilldst, ble(fed Lord,
Difmifs me now, according to,thy ward
And let my Aged Body now return
To Re(t, and Duft, and drop into an Urn,
For I have liv'd enough, mine Eyes have feen
Thy much defired Salvation, that hath been
So long, fo dearly wifli'd, the Joy, the Hope
Of all the Ancient Patriarks, the Scope
Of allthe Propheftes, and Myficries,
Of allthe Types nnvail’d, the Hiffories

_ Of Yewith Church unridl d, and the bright
AndOrient San arifen to give licht
To Gentiles, and the joy of lfrael,
T he World'sRedeemer ,bleft Emanuel.
Let this fight clofe mine Eyes 3’tis lofs to fee,
After this Vifiony any ficht bue Thee.

87 Matthew Hale. 69
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Thus ke ufed to Sing on the former Chrif}-
mafl-days, but now he was to be admitted
to bear his part in the new Songs above;
{o that day which he had {pent in {o much
Spiritaal Joy, proved to beindeed the day
of his Jubile and Deliverancey for between
two and three in the Afternoon,he breathed
out his Righteous and Pious Soul. His end
was Peace; he hadno ftrugling, nor feem’d
to be in any Pangs in his (aft Moments. He
was Buried in the 4¢h of Fanuary, Mr.Grif-
fith Preaching the Funeral-Sermen; his
Text wasthe 57 of Ifaiab, 1. Verfe, The
Rigbteons perifbethy, and mo man layeth it
to beart 5 and Merciful Men are taken away,
none confidering that the Righteous is taken
awayfrom the Evilto come. Which how
fitly 1t was applicable upon this occafion 3
all that confider the courfe of his Life, will
eafily conclude. He was Interred in the
Church-yard of Alderly, among his An-
ceftors; he did not much approve of Bu-
rying in Churches, and ufed tofay The
Churches were for the Living, and the Chutrch-
yard for the Dead. His Monument was like
himfelf, decent and plain, the Tomb-ftone
wasblack Marble, and the fides were black
and white Marble ; upon which he himfelf
had ordered this bare and humble Infcrip-
tion to be made :
HIC
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HIC INHUMATUR CORPUS
MATTHEI HALE, MILITIS;
ROBERTI HALE, ET 70ANN.E,
UXORIS EJUS, FILII UNICL
NATI' IN HAC PAROCHIA DE
ALDERLY, PRIMO DIE NOVEM,
BRIS, ANNO DOM. 1600.
DENATI VERO IBIDEM VICESIMO
QUINTO DIE DECEMBRIS,
ANNO DOM. 1676.
Eratis Su x, LXVIL

Having thus given an Account of the
moft remarkable things of his Life, 1am
now to prefent the Reader with fuch a
Character of Him, asthe laying the feve-
ral Virtues together will amount to: In
whichl know how difficult a Tack I uader-
take ; for to write defefrively of Him, were
to tnjure Him, and leffen the Memory of
one to whom I intend to doall the Right
thatis inmy Power. On the other hand,
there is fo much here to be commcnded,
and propofed for the Imitation of others,
that I am afraid fome may imagine, Iam
tather making a PiGure of Him, from an

F 4 ab-
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abftralted Idea of great Virtues and Per-
feQtions, than fetting him out, as he truly
was: But there is great Encouragement
in this, that I write concerning a Man fo
frefhin all Peoples Remembrance, that is
fo lately Dead, and was fo much and fo
well known, that I fhall have many Vouch.
ers, whowill be ready to juftifiec me in all
that I am to relate, and to add a great deal
to what I can fay,

It has appeared in the Account of his
various Learning, how great his Capacities
were, and how much they were improved
by conftant Stucy: He rofe always carly
in the Morning ; he loved to walk much
abroad 5 not only for his Health, but he
thought'it opened his Mind, and enlarged
his Thoughts to have the Creation of God
before his Eyes. When he fet himfelf to
apy Study, he ufed to caft his defign in a
Scheme, which he did with a great exa&-
nefs of Method ; he took nothing on Truft,
but purfued his Enquiries as far as they
could go; and ashe was humble enough to
confels his Ignorance, and fubmit to My-
fteries which he could not comprehend;
{o he was not eafily impofed on, by any
fhews of Reafon, or the Bugbears of vulgar
Opinions : He brought all his Knowledge
as much to Scientifical Principles, as he

: : poflibly
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poffibly could, which made him negle&t
the Study of Tongues, for the bent ofhis
Mind lay another way. Difcourfing once
of this to fome, they faid, They looked on
the Common Law, asa_ Study that could not
be brought into a Scheme, nor formed into 4
Rational Science, by reafon of the Indige(ted-
nefs of ity andtbe AMultiplicity of the Cafes in
ity which rendered it very bard tobe under-
Jrood  or veduced intoa Method 5 But he
faid , He was not of their mind; and fo
quickly after,he drew with his own hand
a Scheme of the whole Order and Parts of
it, in a large fheet of Paper, to the great
fatisfa&iion of thofe to whom he fent it.
Upon this hint, fome preffed him to Com-
pile a Body of the Englith Law; it could
hardly ever bedone bya Man who knew
icbetter, and would with more Judgement
and induftry have putitinto Method 3 But
he {aid, As 4t was a Great and Noble Defign,
whick would be of vaft Advantage to the Na-
tiow 3 Jo st was too much for aprivate Man
to undertake : It wns not to be entred upon,
but by the Command of a Prince, awdwith the
Communicated Endegvonrs of fome of the moft
Eminent of the Profe Jion. '

He had great vivacity in his Fancy, as
may appear by his Inclination to Poerry,
and the lively: Illuftrations, and may ten-

der
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der ftrains in " his Contemplations; but he
lookt on Eloquence and Wit, as things to
be uled very chaltly, in fertous Macters,
which thould come under a feverer Inquiry :
Therefore he was both, whenat the Bar-
and on the Bench, a great Enemy toall Elo-
quence or Rhetorick 1 Pleading : He: faid,
If the Fudge, or Fury, had a right under-
[tanding, it [ignificd nothing, but a wafle of
Time, and lofs of wordsy and if the}' were
weak , aund eafily wrought on, it was a more
decent way of corrupting them , by bribing
their Fanctes, and biaffing their Affections,
and wondered much at that Afedation of
the French ‘Lawyers, in imitating the Roman
Orators in their Pleadings: For the Ora-
tory of the Romans, was occaflioned by their
Popular Government, and the Fa&ions of
the City ; {othat thofe who intended to ex-
cellin the Pleading of Caufes, were trained
up in the Schools of the Rierors, till they
became ready and expert in that lufcious
way of Difcourfe. It is true, the Com-
pofures of fuch a Man as Tully was, who
mixed an extraordinary Quicknefs, an exa&
~ Judgment, and a jult Decorum with his skill
in Rhetorick, doftill entertain the Readers
of them with great pleafure: But at the
fame time, it mef be acknowledged, that
there is not that chaftity of Srile,that clo[’cf:_'-

neis
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nefs of Reafoning, nor thatjuftnefsof Fi-
gures 1n his Orations, that 'is in his other
Weritings; fo_that a great deal was faid by
him, rather becaufe he knew it would be
acceptable to his Auditors, than thatit was
approved of by himfelf; and all who read
them, will acknowledge , they are better
pleafed with them as Effays of Wit and Stile,
than as Pleadings , by which fuch a Fudge
as ourswas, would not be much wrought
on. And if there are fuch grounds to
cenfure the performances of the greateft
‘Mafter in Eloquence, we may eafily infer
what naufeous Difcourfes the other Ora-
tors made; fince in Oratory, as wellasin
Poerry, none can do Indifferently. So our
fudge wordered to find the French, that live
under a Manarchy, o fond of imitating
that which wasanill Effe& of the Popular
Government of Rome . He therefore pleaded
himfelf always in few words, and hometo
the Point: And when he wasa Fwdge, he
held thofe that Pleaded before him to the
‘main Hinge of theBufinefs, and cut them
{hort when they made Excurfions abour Cir-
cumftances of nomoment, by which he
faved much time, and made the chief Diffi-

-culties be well Stated and Cleared.
There was another Cuffom among the
Romans , which he as much admired, as he
de-
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defpifed their Rhbetorick , which was, that
the Furis-Confislts were the Men of the high-
eflt Quality, who were bred to be capable
of the chief Imployment in the State, and
became the great Mafters of their Law.
Thefe gave their Opinions of all Cafes that
were put to them freely, judgingit below
them to take any prefent for it; andindeed
they were only the true Lawyers among
- them, whofe Refolutions were of that Au-
thority, that they made one Claffis of thofe
Materials , out of which Trebonian com-
piled the Digefls under Fuftinian; for the
Orators, or Canfidici, that Pleaded Caufes,
knew little of the Law, and only imployed
their Mercenary Tongues, to work on the
Affe&ions of the People and Senate, or the
Pretors: Even in moft of Tully’s Orations
there is little of Law 5 and that lictle which
they might fprinkle in their Declamations,
they had not from their own Knowledge,
but the Refolution of fome Furss -Confult.
According to that famous Story of Servims
Sulpitins, who was a Celebrated Orator
and being to receive the Refolution of one
of thole that were Learned in the Law,
was {0 ignorant, that he could not under-
ftand it ; Upon which the Furis-Confult re-
proachcd him, and faid, 7t was a fhame for
bim that was a Nob!eman, a Senator, and &
Pleader
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Pleader of Canfes, to be thus Ignorant of Law.
This ‘touched him fo fenfibly, that he fet
about the Study of it, and became one of
the moft Eminent Furss-Confults that ever
were at Rome. Our fudge thought it might
become the Greatnefs of a Prince, to en-
courage fuch a fort of Men, and of Studies 3
in which, nonein the Age he lived in was
equal to the great Selden, who was truly
inour Englifb Law, what the old Reman
Furss-Confults were in theirs.

But where a decent Eloquence was al-
lowable, Fudge Hale knew how to have ex-
celled as much as any, either in Illuftrating
his Reafonings, by proper and well purfued
Similies, or by fuch tender Expreflions, as
might work moft on the Affe&ions ; fo that
the prefent Lord Chancellor has often faid
of him, fince his Death, That be was the
Greateft Orator be had krown 3 for though
his words came not fluently from him, yet
when they were out, they were the moft
fignificant, and expreflive, that the Matter
could bear, Of this fort there are many in

his Contemplations made to quicken his own
- Devotion, which have a Lite in them be-
coming him that ufed them, “and a foft-
nefs fit to melt even the harfheft Tempers,

accommodated to the Gravity of the Sub- -

je&t, and apt to exeite warm thoughts in
: the
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the Readers ; that as they fhew his Excel:
lent Temper that brought them out, and
applied them to himfelf; fo they are of
great ufe to all, who would both inform
and quicken their Minds, Of his llluftra-
tions of things by proper Similies, I fhall
give a large Inftance out of his Book of the
Origination of Mankind, defligned to expofc
the feveral different Hyporhefes the Philo-
fophers fell on, concerning the Erernity and
Original of the Univerfe, and to prefer the
Accosnt given by Mofes, to all their Con-
jectures 5 in which, if my Tafte does not:
~mifguide me, the Reader will find a rare
and very agreeable mixture, both of fine
Wit, and {olid Learning and Judgment.

¢ That which may Hluftrate my meaning,

¢ in this Preference of the revealed Light of
¢ the Holy Scriptures, touching this Matter;
€ above the Effays of a Philgfophical Imagi-
¢ nation, may be this. Suppofe that Greece
¢ being unacquainted with the Curiofity of
‘ Mechanical Engines, though known in
“ fome remote Region of the World ; and
€ that an Excellent Artift had fecretly
¢ brought and depofited in fome Field, or
¢ Foreft, fome excellent Watch, 8r Clock,
¢ which had. been {o formed, that the Ori
¢ ginal of its Motion were hidden, and In-.
¢ yolyed
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volved in fome clofe contrived piece of
¢ Mechanifm ; that this Watch was fo
¢ framed, that the Motion thereof might
¢ have lafted a year, or fome fuch time, as
“might give a reafonable period for their
¢ Philofophical defcanting concerning it 3
¢ and that in the plain Table there had been
¢ not only the Difcription and Indication of
¢ Hours, but the Configurations and Indi-
€ cations of the various Phafes of the Meon,
¢ the motion and place of the Sun in the
“Ecliptick, and divers other curious Indi-
¢ cations of Celeftial Motions3 and that the
¢Scholars of the feveral Schools, of Epicu,
“rus, of Ariflotle, of Plaro, and the reft
“of thofe Philofophical Sedts, had cafually
“in their Walk , found this Admirable
¢ Automaton ; what kind of Work would
“there have been made by every Se&, in
‘giving an account of this Phenomenon?
*We fhould have had the Epicurean Scét,
“have told the By-ftanders, according to
¢ their preconceived Hypothelis, That this .
“was nothing elfe but an accidental Concre-
“tionof Atoms, that bappily fallen together,
“had made up the Index , the Wheels, and
| “the Ballance 5 and that being happily fallen
Sinto this pofture, they were put into Motion,
€ Then the Curtefian falls in with him, as
“to the main of their Suppofition; but
“ tells
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< tells him, That he doth not [ufficiently exs
¥ phmre bowthe Engine is put into Motion s
mrd therefore to fmmﬂ: this Motion , there |
€ is a certain Mdteria Subtilis #hat perwdc:
“this Enginie, and the Movable parts, con-
¢ fifting of certain Globular Atoms apt for
¢ Motion s they are thereby, andby the Moa |
€ bility of the Globular Atoms put into Motion, |
¢ A Third finding fault with the two fors
“mer, becaule thofe Motions are [orcgulary
cand do exprefs the variows Phenomenia of
“the diftribution of Time, and the Heavenly
¢ Mations 5 therefore it feemsto him, that
¢ this Engine and Motionalfo, fo Aﬂa!ogwai-
“to the Motion of the Heavens , was wrought
¢ by forie admirable Conjunttion of the Hea-
'z:m.’y Bodses o which formed this Inffrnment
and its Motions, in fuch an admirable Corre-
¢ fpondency toits own E xiffence. A Fourthy
“difliking the Suppofitions of the threc
¢ former, tells the reft, That be hath amore
€ plain and cvident Solution of the Phenomenon, |
2 namely, The Uriverfal Soul of the World ,
“or Spirit of Nature, that formed [o »m;ry
€ forts of Infects with fo many Organs, Facul-
“ ties, and [uch congruity of their whole com-
pof tion, and [uch cnrions and varions Mo-
« tions, aswe may obferve in them, hath formed,
cand fet into Motion this admirable Auto-
§ maton 5 and regulated and orderedit, with

“a
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€ all thefe Congruities we fee in it. Then
fteps in an Ariffotelian 5 and being diffa--
. *tisfied with all the former Solutions, tells
them, Gentlemen, yoi are all miftaken ;
¢ your Solutions are inexplicable and unfatis-
factory s you bave taken up certain pre-
“carions Hypothefess and biing prepoffeffed
“with thefe Creatures of your own fancies,
Cand in love with them, right er wrong you
form all your Conceptions of things according
“to thefe fancied and preconceived Imagina-
“tions. The [hort of the bufinefs is, this
“Machina is eternal, and fo are all the Mo-
“tions of st 3 and in as mich as a Circular
“ Motion bath no beginning or end, this Mo-
“tion that you fce both inthe Wheels and In-
Cdex; and the [ucceffive Indications of the
“Celeffial Motions, 15 Eternal, and without
“heginning. And this is a ready and ex-
“pedite way of folving the Phenomena, with-
‘ot fo much ado as you bave made about it.

¢And whilft all the Mafters were thus
¢contriving the Solution of the Phenome- -
non, in the hearing of the Artift that
“made it; and when they had all fpent
“their Philofophizing upon it, the Artift
“that made this Engine, and all this while
“hiftned to their admirable Fancies , tells
“them, Gentlemen, you have difcovered very

Smich. Exellency of Invention , tenching this
* G ¢ picee
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¢ piece of Work_that is before yous but you s
¢ are all miferably miftakeny for it was I that
¢ made this Waichy and brought it bither,
€ and I'will [hew you bow I made it. Firft,]
¢ wrought the Spring, andthe Fufee, and the
€ Wheels , and the Ballance, ard the Cafe and
“Table 5 I fisted them one to another, and
€ placed thefe feveral Axes that are to direit
€ the Motsons, of the Index to difcover the honr
€ of the Day, of the Figure thas difcoversthe

Phafes of the Moon, and the other varions
¢ Motions that you [ee y andthen I pit it to-
€ gether, and wound up the Spring, which hath
€ given all thefe Motions, that you [feein this
€ curions piece of Works andthat yonmay be
“fure , Iiellyoutrue, Iwilltellyon the whele
€ Order and Progrefs of mymaking, difpofing
¢ and ovdering of this piece of Work 5 the feve-
€ral Materials of it 5 the manner of the for-
“ming of every Individual part of it, and how
¢ long Iwas abome is. This plain and evi-
¢ dent cilcovery renders all thefe excogi-
¢ tated Hypathefes of thofe Philofophical
¢ Enthufiafts vain and ridiculous ,  without
¢any great help of Rhetorical Flourifhes,
¢ or Logical Confutations. And much of
¢the fame nature is that difparity of the
¢ Hypothefes of the Learned Philofophers,
¢in relation to the Origination of the
¢World and Man, aiter a great deal of
“duft
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¢ duftraifed, and fancied Explications, and
¢ unintelligible Hypothefes. The plain, but
“Divine Narrative by the hand of Mofes;
¢ full of Sence, and Congruity, and Clear-
“nefs and Reafonablenefsin it {elf, does
“at the fame moment give us a true and

clear difcovery of this great Myftery, «nd
¢ renders all the Effays of the generality of
¢ the Heathen Philofophers to be vain, if-
cevident , and indeed inexplicable 1heo-
«ries, the Creatures of Phantafie and Ima-
« gination,and nothing elfc.

As for his Pirtues, they have appeaed
o confpicuous in all the {everal Tranfadi-
ons, and Turns of his Life, that it may feem
needlefs to add any more of them , than

has been already related ; but there are

many particslar Inflarces which Iknew not
how to fit to the feveralyears of his Life,
which will give usa clearer and better view
of him. e
He wasadevout Chriftian, a fincere Pro-.
teftant, and a true Sonof the Church of
England;, moderate towards Diffentersyand
jult even with thefe frem whom he differ
moft; which appeared fignally in the care
he took, ina Cafe of the Qéakers ; where-
~in hewas very cautious in declaring their
 Marriages vordy and fo baftarding theie
G 2 Chit:

.

e
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Children ; buthe confidered Marriageand
Sueceffionas a Right of Nature, from which -
none ought to be barred, what miftake
foever they might be under, inthepoints |
of rewealed Religion, . 2
"And therefore in a Tryal that was be-
fore him,when a Onaker was Sued for fome
Debts owing by his Wife before he Mar-
ried her; and the Quakers Council pre-
“tended, That it was no Marriage that had
paft between them, fince it was not Solemnsfed
according to the Rules of the Church of Eng-
land 5 he declared, that he was not willing
on his own opinion to make their Children
Baftards, and gave dire&ions to the Fury
to find it fpec al, which theydid. It wasa
refle€tion on the whole Party, that one of
them, to avoid an Inconvenience he had
fall'n in, thought to have preferved him-
felf by a Defence, that if this Fudge had
abfolutely determin’d, muft have made
their whole iffue Baftards, and incapable
of Succeffion ; and for all their pretended
friendfhip toone another, if this Fudge had
not been more their friend,than one of thofe
‘they"{o called, their pofterity had been
little beholding to them. But he governed
himfelf indeed by the Law of the Gofpel,
of doing to others, what be would have others
déto him 3 and therefore becaufe hgw};:;ld
: have
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|  have'thought it a bardfkip not without a

Cruelty, if amonglt Papifts all Marriages
were nulled which had not been made with
all the Ceremonies in the Roman Ritualsy
{ohe applying this tothe cafe of the Seita-
ries, he thought all Marriages made ac-
cording to the feveral - perfwafions of Men,
ought to have their Effeéts in Law.

He ufed conftantly to Worfhip God in
his Family, performing it always himfelf,
if there was no Clergy-man prefent: But
as to hisprivate E xercifesin Devotion, he
took that extraordinary care to keep what
he did fecret, that this part of his Chara-
&er mult be defedive, except it be ac-
knowledged that his Humility in covering
it, commends him much more than the
Eighe& expreffions of Devotion could have

one.

From the firft time that the Impreffions
of Religion fetled deeply inhis Mind, he
ufed great cautionto concealit; notonly
in Obedience to the Rules given by our
Saviour, of Faffing, Praying, and giving
Alms infecrety but from a - particular di-
ftruft he had of himfelf, for he faid he was
afraid he fhould at fome time or other, do-
fome enormous thing s which if 'he were
lookt on asa very Religious Man, might
caft a reproach onthe Profeffion of'i; and
; G gl give
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give great advantages to Impious Men,to
blafpheme the Name of God : Buta Tree
% woown by its Fruitsy and he lived not
only free of Blemilhes, or Scandal, but
_fhined in all the parts of his Converfation :
And perhapsthe diffruf? he was in of him-
felf, contributed not a little to the Puriry
of his Life; for hebeing thereby obliged
to be more watchful over himfelf, and to
depend more on the Aids of the Spirit of
God, no wonder if that humble temper
produced thofe excellent effects in him.

He had a Soul enlarged and raifed above
that mean appetite of loving Money, which
is gencrally the root of all evil. He did
net take the profits that he might have had
by his Praétice ; for in common Cafes,
when thofe who came to ask his Council
gave him a Piece, heufed to give back the
half, and fo macde Ten fhillings his Fee, in
ordinary Matters,that did not require much
Time or Study: If he faw a caufe was
Unjuff , he, for a great while would not
meddle further init, but to give his Ad.
vice that 7¢ was fo : 1f the Parties after that,
would ?0 on, they were to feek another
Councellor , for he would Aflit none in
A&s of Injuftice : If he found the Caufe
doubtful or weak in point of Law, he al-
ways advifed his Clients to agree their
' ; Bufinefs :
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Bufinefs: Yet afterwards he abatedmuch
of the Scrupulofity he had about Caufes
that appeared at firf} view Injuft, upon this
occafion, There wastwo Caufes brought
to him, which by the Ignorance of the
Party, or their Attorney, were fo ill re~
prefented to him, that they feem'd to be
very bad ; but he enquiring more narrowly
intothem, found they were really very good
and juff: Seafter thishe flackened much of
his former ftri@tnefs, of refufing to meddle
in Caufes upon the ill Circomftances that
appear’d in them at firft.

In his Pleading he abhorred thofe too
common faults of mifreciting Evidences,
gquoting Prefidents, or Books falfly, or affere-
sng things confidemly 5" by which ignorant
Juries, or weak Judges, are too often
wrought on. He pleaded with the fame
Sincerity that he ufed in the other parts of
hisLife ,and he ufed to fay, Ir was 4 greae
a difhonour as a Man was capable of, that
for a lirtle Money ke was tobe hired tofay
or do otherwife than as he thought. Al this
he afcribed to the wwmeafurable defire of
‘beaping up Wealth, which corrupted the Souls
of fome that feem’d to be otherwife born
and made for great things.

When he was a Pra&titioner, differences
were often refers’d to him,which he fetled

G 4 but
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but would accept of no reward for his Pains,

shough offered by both Parties together; -

after the agreement was made ; for he faid,

in thofe cafes be was made a Fudge, anda

Fudge ought to take noMoney. If they told
him , "He loSt much of bis time in confidering

their Bufinefs, and fo onght to be acknowledped

for st 5 his Anfwer was, (one that heard
ittoldme,) Can I [pend my Time better
than tomake People friends ? Muft I have
no time allowed me to do good in ?

He was naturally aquick Man , yet by

much Pra&ice on himfelf, he fubdued that
to fuch a degree, that he would neverrun

fuddenly into any Conclufion concerning
any Matter of Importance. Feftina lente
was his beloved A#tto, which he ordered
to be Ingraven on the Head of his Staff;
and was often heard fay, That be bad job-
ferved many witty Men run into great Er-
rors, becaufe they did not givethemfelves time
tothink s but the heat of Imagination making
Jome Notions appear in goad Colonrs t them,

they without flaying till that cooledwere vio-

lently led by the Impulfes it made on them:
whereas calm  and flowy Men, who pafs for dull
inthe common effimation, could [earch afier
Trathy and find it ont, as with more delis
beration, fowith greatér certainty.

He

;.
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He laid afide the tenth peny of all he
got for ' the Poor, and took great care to
- be well informed of proper Objeéts for his
Charities; And after he was a Judge, many
of the Perquifities of his Place, as his Di-
vidend of the Rule and Box-money , were
fent by him to the Jails, to difcharge poor
Prifoners, who never knew fromwhofe
hands their Relicf came. It is alfo a Cu-
ftom for the Marfhall of the Kings-Bench,
to prefent the Judges of that Court witha
piece of Plate for a New-years-gift, that
for the Chicf Juftice being larger than the
reft - This he intended to have refufed,
but the other Judges told him it belonged
to his Office, and the refufing it would be
a prejudice to his Succeflors, fo he was
perfwaded to take it; but he fent word to
the Marthal, That inflead of Plate, be
fhould bring him the value of it in Money
and when be received it, he immediately
fent it to the Prifons, for the Relief and
Difcharge of the Poorthere. He ufually
invited his poor Neighbours to Dine with
him, and made them it at Table with him-
felf: And if any of them were Sick, fo
that they could not come, he would fend
Meat warm to them from his Table : and
he did not only relieve the Poor in his own
Parifh, but fent Supplies to the Neigh-
. ~ bouring
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bouring Parithes, as there was occafion for
it 3 And he treated themall withthe ten-
dernefs and familiarity that became one,
who confidered they were of the jame Na-
ture with bimfelf, and were reduced to no
other Niceffizes, but fuch as he himfelf
might be brought to: But for common
Beggars, if any of thefe came to him, as
he was in his Walks, when he lived in the
" Country, he would ask fuch as were capa-
ble of Working, Why they went abour fo
adly t 1f they anlwered, /t was becanfe they
could find no work, he often fent themto
fome Field to gather all the Stonesin it,
and lay them on a heap, and then would
pay them liberally for their Pains: This
being dome, he ufed to fend his Carts, and
caufed them to be carried to fuch places’of
the High-way as nceded mending. .

But when he wasin Town, he dealt his
Charities very liberally, even among the
Street-Beggars ; and when fome told him,
Thar be thereby inconraged Idlenefs, and thar
moff of thafe were notorions Chears; He ufed
to anfwer, That he belicved maft of them
were  [uch 5 but amang them there were fome
that were great Objeils of Charity, and preft
with grievomws Neceffities, and that he had
rather give his Alms to Twenty, who might
be pexhaps Rogues, than thatone of the other

fort




8ir Matthew Hale. ar

Jort, [hould perifh for want of that fmall Re-
lief which he gave them.

He loved Building much ; which he
affected chicfly, becaule it imployed many
poor people : but one thing was obferved
in all his Buildings, that the Changes he
made in his Houfes, were always from Aag-
nificence to Ulefulne(s, for he avoided every
thing that leoked like Pomp or Vanity,
even inthe Walls of his Houfes ; he had
good Judgment in Arcbeiture, and an ex-
ceilent faculty in contriving well.

He was a Gentle Landlord to all his Te.
nants, and was cver ready upon any rea-
fonable Complaints to make Abatements,
for he was Merciful aswell as Righecoss
One inftance of this was a Widow that
lived in London, and had a {mall Eftate
near his Houfe in the Country 3 from which -
her Rents wereill returned to her, and at
# Coft which fhe could not well bear : fo
{he bemoaned her felf to him; and he,
according to his readinefs to affift all poor
People, rold her, Fe wonld order his Steward
to take upber Rents, ard the returning them
fhould coft her nothing. But after that, when
there was a falling of Rents in that Coun-
try, fo that it was neceffiry to make
abatements to the Tenant; yet he would
haye it to lic on himfelf, and made the

Widow
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Widow be paid her Rent as formetly,

Another remarkable Inftance ‘of his fu=
ftice and Goodnefs was, That when he found
‘ll Money had been put into his hands, he
would never fuffer it to be vented again;
for he thought it was noexcufe for him to
put falfe Money in other Peoples hands , |
becaufe fome had put it in his. A great |
heap of this he had gathered together for |
many had fo far abufed his Goodmefs as |
to mix bafe Money among the Fees that
were given him: It islike he intended to
have deitroyed it 5 but fome Thieves who
had obferved it, breke into his €hamber
and ftoleit, thinking they had gota prize;
which he ufed to tell with fome pleafure,
imagining how they found themfelyes de-
ceived, when they preceivéd what fort of
Booty they had fal’n on. .

After he was made' a Fudge, he would
needs pay more for every Purchafe he made
than it was worth ; If it had Been buta
Horfe he was to Buy, he would have out-
bid the Price : and when fore reprefented
to him, that he made ill Bargains, hedaid, st
became Fudzes to’ pay more for What they
bought , than the true Valne; that fo thofe
with whom they dealt, might not think they had
any right totheir favour, by having fold fuch
things to them at an eafic vate : and faid it

¢ < “was
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| ‘was futable to the Reputation , whicha

Fudge ought to preferve, to make fuch

- Bargains, that the World might fee they

were not too well ufed. vpon fome fecret
Account.

- In f{um, his Eftate did fhew how little
he had minded the raifinga great Fortune,

| for from a Hundred pound a Yearhe raifed
it not quite to Nine Hundred, and of this

a very Conlfiderable part came in by his
fhar e of Mr. Selder’s Eftate ; yet this confi-

~dering his great Practice while a Councel-

lour, and his conftant, frugal, and modeft
way of Living, was but a {mall Fertune = .
In the Thare that fell to him by Mr. Selden’s
Will, one memorable thing was done by
him, with the other Executors, by which
they both fhewed their regard to their dead
Friend, and'their Love of the Publick
His Library was valued at fome Thoufands
of Pounds, and was believed to be one of
the curioufeft Collettions in Europe: fo
they refolved to keep 'this intire , for the
Honour of Seldex’s Memory , and gave it to
the Univerfiry of Oxford, where a noble
Room was added to the former Library for
its Reception,and all due refpets have been
fince fhewed by that Great and Learned
Body, to thofe their worthy Benefadtors,
who not- only-parted fo. generoufly ‘with
Mo this
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this great Treafure, but were alittle put
to it how tooblige them, without croffing
the Will of their dead Friend. Mr. Seldes
had once intended to give his Library to
that Univerfity, and had left it fo by his
Will ; but having occalion for 2 Manufcript,
which belonged to their Library, they
asked of hima Bond of a Thoufand pound
for its Reftitution; this he took fo ill at
their hands, that he ftruck ont that part of
his Will by which he had given them his
Library, and with fome paffiion declared
they [hould never have ir = The Executors
fuck at this a little, but having confidered
better of it, came to this Refolution 3 That
they were to be the Executors of Mr. Sel-
den’s Will, and not of his Paffion ; fo they
made good what he had intemded in cold
Blood, and paft over what his Paffion had
fuggefted to him.

The parting with fo many excellent
Books, would have been as unealie to our
JFudge, as any thing of that nature could be,
if a pious regard to His fricnds Memory had
not prevailed over him; for he valued
Books and Manufcripts above all things in
the World : He himfelfhadmade a great
and rare Colle&ion of Manufcripss belong-
ing to the Lawof England ; he wasForty
yearsin gathering it : He himfelf faid it ;‘cﬁ

i
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bim about fifteen Hundred pounds,and calls
it in his Will, 2 Treafure worth baving and
keepingy and nor fit for every Mans view ;
Thefe all he left to Lincok’s Inn, and for
the Information of thofe who are curious
to fearch into {uch things; there fhall be
a Caralogue of them added at the end of
this Book.

By all thefe inftancesit doesappear how
much he was raifed above the World, or
the Love of it. But having thus maftered
things without him, his next Study wds

tovercome his own Inclinations : He was
as he faid himfelf naturally paffionate; |add
as be faid himfelf, for that appeared by no
other Evidence, fave that {ometime his
Colour would rife a little 5 but he fo gover-
ned himfelf, that thofe who lived long-
abeut him,have told me thcy never faw him
difordered with Anger, though he met
with fome Trials, that the nature of man
is as [ittle able to bear, asany whatfoever.
There was one whodid him a great Injury,
which is not neceffary to mention , who
coming afterwards to him for his advice in
the fettlement of his ERate, he gave it very
frankly to him, but woul:i accept of no Fee
for it, and thereby (hewed Loth that he
could forgive asa Chriftian, and that he had
the Soul of a Gentlemian in him, not to take

Money
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Money of one that wronged him f{o
hainoufly. And when he was asked by one,
how be could afe aman fo kindly, that bad
wronged bim [o much, his Anf{wer was, be

thanked Godbe bad learned to forget Injuries.

Ani beflides the great temper he exprefled
in all his publick Imployments,in his Family
he wasa very gentle Mafter: He wis tender
of all his Servants, he never turned any
away, except they were fo faulty,that there
was no hope of reclaiming them: When

anv of them had been long out of the way,

ot had negle@ed any part of their Duty;
he would not fee them at their firft coming
home, and fometimes not till the next day,
left when his difpleafure was quick upon
him, he might have chid them indecently 5
and when he did reprove them, heldid it
with that fiveetnels and gravity, thatit
appeared he was more concerned for their
having done a fault, than for the offence

given by it to himfelf: Butifthey bécame

immorral or unruly, then he turned them
away, for hefaid, be that by his place ought
to punifh diforders in other people, muft by no

means [uffer them inbis own Houfe : Head-

vanced his fervants according tothe time
they had been about him, and would never

give occafion to Envy amongft them, by
raifing the younger Clerks above thofe vﬁﬁ :
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had been longer with him. He treated
ther all with great afféCtion, rather asd
Friend, than a Mafter, giving them often
‘good Advice and Infiruttion. He made
thofe who had good places under him,give
fome of théir profits'to the other Servants
who had nothing but theit Wages: When
he made his Will,he left Legaties to eve
one of them ; But he exprefled a more parti-
cularkindnefs forone of them Rob.Gsbbon,
of the AMiddle Temple, Efq; In whom he had
that Confidence, that he left him one of his
- Executors. I the rather mentionhim, be-
caufe of His noble Gratitude to his worth
Benefadtor and Mafter, for he has been fo
careful to preferve his Memory, that ashe
fet thofe on me, at whofe defire l undertook
to write his Life’; So he has procured for
me a great part of thofe Memorials, and
Informations,out of which1 have Compofed
it.

The Fudse was of a moft tendet and
compaffionate Nature; this did eminently
appear in his Trying and giving Sentence
tipon Criminals, in which he was firictly
careful, that not a circumftance fhould be
negleéted; which might any way clear the
Fact : He behaved himfelf with that régard
to the Prifonets, which became both the

|| Bravity of a Fudge, and the pity that was
: iy dge, H pIty pie:
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‘due to Men, whofe Lives lay at Stake, fo
that, nothing of jearing or unreafonable
feverity fell from him.He alfo examined the
Witnefles in the fofteit manner,taking care
that they fthould be put under no confufion,
which: might diforder their Memory : and
he "Summed =ll the Evidence fo equally
when the charged the Jury, that the Crimi-

-mals themielves never complained of him.
When it came to him to give Sentence, he
did it with that Compoefednefs and Decency,
and. his Speeches to the Prifoners,direéting
themto prepare for death,were foWeighty,

Ao free of all Affetation,and fo Serious and
Devout, that many loved to go to the Try.
als; when he fate 7xdg, to be edified by his
Speeches, and behaviour in them,and ufed
to fay, they beardvery few fuch Sermans.

But though the pronouncing the Sen-
tence.of Death,was the peece ofhis Imploy-
ment, that went moft againft the Grain
with: him; yet in that, he could never be
molified to any tendernefs which hindred
Juftice.. When he was once preffed to
tecommend fome ( whom he had Condemn-
«d) to his Majeffies Mercy and Pardon 3 he,

-aonfwered be cauld not think they deferved
pardonywhom he himfelf Adjudged to -Die :
So that all he would do in that kind wasto
give the King a true Account of the Cii-

o cumftances




" §ir Matthew Hale. 99
cumftances of the Eadt; after which, his
Majefly was to Confider whether he would
interpofe his/Mercy , or let Juftice take

pldce.ts <1 .o ' i _

', His Metcifulnefs extended even to his
Beafts, for when the Horfes that he had
kept long, grew Old; he would not fuffer
them to be fold, or.much wrought, but or-
dered, his Men to turn them loofe on his
Grounds, and put them only to eafie work;
fuch as going. to Market and thelike; he
ufed  old Dogs alfo with the fame: care::
His Shepherd having one that was become
blind with-Age, be intended to have killed
or loft, him, but the Fa#dpe.coming to hear
of it, made one of his Servants bring him
home, and ‘fed him till he Died: Andhe
was Icarce ever feen more Angry than with
otic of hisServants for negle&ing a Bird that
he kept, fo that it Died jor want of
Food. . :
He was a great incourager of all young
Perfons, that he faw followed theit Books
diligently, towhom he uled to give dire-
¢tions concerning the Method of their
Study, with a humanity and fweetnefs, that
wrought much on ail that came near him =
and in a {miling pleafant way, he would
admonifhi them, if he {aw any thing amifs
in them: particularly -;f{_thcy went toefine
: 2 m
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in their Clothes, he would tell them, 5 did
#ot becomse their Profeffion : He was not plea-
fed to fee Students wear long Perriwigs,
or Artorneys go with Swords ; {o that fuch
young men as would not be perfwaded
to part with thofe Vanities, when they
went to him laid them afide, and wentas
plain as they could, toavoid the reproof
which they knew they might otherwife
expeét.

He was very free and communicate in
his Difcourfe, which he moft commonly
fixed on fome good and ufeful Subje&t, and
loved for an hour or two at Night, tobe
vifited by fome of his Friepds. He neither
{aid nor did any thing with Affe@ation,but
ufed a fimplicity, that was both natural to
himfelf, and very eafie to others: And
thoughhe never ftudied the modes of Civi-
lity or Court breeding, yet heknewnot
what it was to be rude or harth withany,
except he were impertinently addreffed
to in matters of Juftice , then he would
raife his Voice a little,and {o fhake offthofe
Impor tunities.

In his Furniture, and the fervice of his
Table, and way of Living 3 he liked the old
plainnefs fo well, that as he would fetup
none of the new Fafhions, fo he rather
affe@ted a Courfenefs in the ufc of the old
: ones :
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ones: Which was more the effe& of his
Philofophy than Difpofition, for he loved
fine things too much at firft : He was always
of an equal Temper, rather chearfull than
merry. Many wondered to fee the evennefs
of his deportment,in fome very fa d paflages
of his Life.

Having loft one of hisSons, the manner
of whofe Death had fome greivous circum-
ftances init ; One comeing to fee himand
Condole, he faid to him, thefe were the cfects
of living long, fuch muft look to fee many fad
and wnacceptable thingsy and having faid
that, he went to other Difcourfes, with his
ordinary freedom of Mind ; for though he
had atYl'emper {o tender , that fad things
were apt enough to niake deep Impreffions.
upon him, yet the regard he had tothe
Wifdem ang Providence of God , and the
juft ERimate he made of external things,
did to admiration maintain the tranquility
of his Mind, and he gave no occafion by
idlenefs to Melancholy to corrupt his
Spirit , but by the perpetual bent of his
thoughts,he knew well how to divert them
from being opprefled with the Exceffesof
Sorrow.

He had a generous and noble Idsz of
God in his Mind, and this he,found did
above all other Confiderations preferve his.

: H 3 quicg
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quiet. And indeed that wasfowell Efta=:
blithed in him,that no accidents,how futlden
foever, were obferved to difcompofe him =
Of which an Emment vian of that profeffion:
gave me thisinftance: In theyear 1666,an"
Opinion did run through the Nation, thatu
the end of the world would come that year :
This, whether fet on by Aftrologers, or
advanced by thofe ‘who thought it might
hawve fome relation to the number of the
Bealt in the Revelation,or promoted by Men
of ill Defigns, todifturb the public Peace,
had {pread m:ght:iy among the people; and
judse Hale going that year the Wtﬂem
Circuit, it happened, that as he wason the
Bench at the Affifes, amolterriblé Storm
fell out very unexpefiedly , accompanied
with {uch flathcsof Lightningyandclapsof.
Thunder, that the like will hardly fail out
in an Age; upon whith a whilper or a
rumour run through the Crowd, ‘that now
was the World to endy and the day of Fudgment -
ie begin, and at this there followed a genﬂra{
Confternation in the whole Affembly,and
all men forgot ' the Bufinefs they were met
about, and betook 'themielves to their |
Prayers: This, added to the horror vaifed”
by: the Stormylooked very difmallys in {o
much that my Authon;a Man dfnoierdindry.’
Refolution; and firmnefsof Mindjedhfeffed .

) ;
e Il it
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stmude a great Impre(fion on himfelf. ~ But he
told me, .that he did obferve the Fudge was
not ‘@ whir affeited, and was going on with'the
Bufinefs of the Conrt in bis ordinary manner 3
From which he made this conclufionthar his
thowghts were [o well fixed, that be believed if.
the World had been really to ends it wonld
have given him no confiderable dsﬂm-éame

But I ‘fhall new conclude all that T fhall

fay concerning him, with what one of the
greateft Men of the Profeffion of the Law,
fent me asan abftratt of the Charadier he
had made of him, ‘tpon long obfervation,
and much converfe with him: It was fent
me, that from thence with the other Ma-
terials; I might make fuch a Reprefentation
of him to the World,as he indeed deferved,
. but I refolved not to thred it out in parcels,
but to fet it down intirely as it'was fent
me;hoping that as the Reader will be nivch
delighted with it,{o the Noble perfonthat
fent ‘it, will not beoffended with: me for
keeping it intire, and" ferting"it in"the
beft light T could 5 It'begins abruptly,
being " defigned to fupply the - defedts
of others, from whom I ?‘rlad earher sn&
more copious Iriformations.:

He would never be brought to dsﬁom“fe of
pubfw Matters in' private Converfation, but
.+ queftions of Lawy when any young Lawyer

H 4 put
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put 4 Cafeto him be was very communicative,
efpesially while he wai at the Bar : But when
ke came tothe Bengh, ke grew more vefer2'd,
and would never fuffer bis Qpinion in any cafe
to be knowny till hewas obliged to declare is
Fudscially 5 And be concealed bis Opinion iy
reat Cafes [o carcfully, that the rfl of the
%ﬂdgﬁ in the fame Conrt could never perceive
3 ; His reafon  was , becaufe every Judge
ought to give Sentence accerding to his
own Perfwafion and Conlicience, and not
to be fivay’d by any reipe¢t or deference to
another. Mans Opinion : 4zd by this means
it bapp'ued fumetimesythat when all the Barons
of the Exchequer bad delivercdibesr Qpinions,
and  agreed in their Reafous and Arguments 5
yet be coming to [peak laff, and differing in
Fud gmext from themy bath expreft bimfelf with
Jo mugh Weight and Sofida'{y, that the Barons
have immedsately rgtracted their Votesand
concury’d with him. - Hg hath fate a5 4 Judge
in all the Comrtsof Law, andin two ofthem
as Cheif, but flill where ever be fat, all Bufinefs
of confequence followed himy ard ro Manwas
gontent to fit down by the Tudgment of any other
Conrt o till the Cale was brought before bims
20 ﬁe whether be were of the fame mind ; And
his Opinien being once known, meu did readily
acquigfce sn it 5 and it was very ravely feeny
Shat any wan attemied 10 bring st about ;rgg:a'?
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and be that did fo, did it upon great difad-
vantages, and was always lovkt upon as a very
contentions Perfon 5 Sothat whas Cicero fays
of Brutus, did wery often bappen to himy
Etiam quos contra Statuit gquos placa~
tolque Dimifit.

Nor did men reverence his Fudgmient and.-
Opingon in Courts of Law onlys, But bis Autho-
vity was as greas in Courts of Equity, and the
Jame yefpeit and [ubmi[fionwas pasd bim there
100 5 And this appeared mot only in his own
Court of Equity in the Exchequer Chamber,
but in the Chancery too, f or thither be was
often caled to advife and affift the Lord
Changellor,or Lord K ceper for the time being s,
and if the Canfe were of difficult E xamination,
or intricated and entangled with variety of

. Settlements , noman ever [hewed & more clear
and difcerning Fudgment: If it were of
great Value, and great Perfons interefled in ity
no wan [hewedgreater Courageand Integrity
in laying afide all vefpect of Perfons : When be
came to delsver bis Opinion, be always put his
Difconrfe snto fuch a methud, thas one part of
st gave light to the other, and where the procec-
dingsof Chancery might prove Incosvenient
to thg Subjelt, be never fpared to obferve and
reproye thew : And from bis Obfervations
and Difcourfes, the Chancery hath taken occa-
fion to Eftablif many of thofe Rules bp which
3¢ governs st felf as this day. He
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~He did look mpon Egquity as a part of the
Common-Law, and one of the Grounds of it
and therefore as near as he conld,he did always
reduge it tocertain Rules and Principles, that
men might Study it as aScience, and not think_
the Adminiftration of it bad axy thing arbi-
trary in it. Thus eminent was thisman in
every Station, and into what Court foever be
was call’'d, be quickly wmade it appear, thar be
deferved the cheif Seat there.

«As great a Lawyer as he wis, bewonld
never [uffer the firictnefs of Law to prevail
againft Confcience 5 as great a Chancellor as be
was, be would make ufe of all the Niceties
and Subtilties in Law , when it tended to fup-
port Right and Equity. But nothing was
more admirable in bim, than his Patience » He
did not affect the Reputation of Quicknefs and
difpatch, by a bafty and Captious hearing of the
Conncell : He would bear with the meaneft,
and gave every manhis full Scope, thinking it
mucl better to lofe Time than ‘Patience > In
Jummingup of an Evidence to a fury, he would
alwaysrequire the Bary to interrupt bimif he
didmifakey and ta put binin mind of it if be
did - forget the leaft Circumflance 5 fome
Jadzes bave beendifturbed atthis as a Rude-
uefs 5 which be alwayes looked upon as a Ser-
vice and Refpelt doneto bim.

i I R e
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His ‘whole Life was nathing elfe but a¢on-
tinnal cowrfe of - Labour ‘and Tuduftrys and:
when ‘he gould berrow avy time frem the public
Serviceystwas whally employed éither “yu Phi-
Iofophical or Divine Medst ations jand'even thae
was 4. pulilio Service too. anst bath praved 5 For
they havecccafioned his Writing of fuch Treati-.
[esyas are become the Choifeft entertas mment of:
wile and good Menand the World hath reafon:
to wifh,that mare of them were Printed: He that
gonfiders the aitive part of bis Lifey and with
what ‘unwearied Diligence and Application of
Mindy ke dispatched all. Mens Bufinefs which
came under his Care, will - wonder how be
could find any time for-Contemplation : He that
confiders. again the wvarious Studies he paft
through, and the many Colléitions and Obfer-.
vations he bath madey may as. juftly wonder.
bow ise gauld find any time for' Action : Butno
Man can'wonder atthe.exemplary. Piety wnd:
Innocence: of [uch a Life fofpent as thuswasy
wherein.as- be was carefull toavoid everyidle.
word,[o tis manifeft he never [pent anidle day.,
They who came far fhovt-of this grear Ma,
will be apt enouglto’ thinkthar this is a Pane-
oyrick 5 which indsed is a Hiffory, and bit &
bistle part of that Hiftory which waswith
great Truth' to be velated of  him : Mden who
defpair  of attaining fuch perfectiony are not
willing to believe that any man elfe. did ever
arvive at fuch a Height. He
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He was the greateft Lawyer of the Age ,
and might have iﬁ:d wfar Przﬁicgbe pkj':d,
but though he did moft Confcientionfly affeit the
labonrs of bis Profeffion, yet at the fame time,
be difpofed the Gasn of it, and of thefe profirs
which be would allow himfelf toreceive, he
always fet apart ateith Peny for the Poor,
which ke ever difpenfed with that fecrecy, that
they who were releived, feldom or never knew
thesr Bencfaitor : He took more painsto avoid
the Henours and Preferments of the Gown, than
others do to compafs them. His Modefly was
beyond all Example, for where fome men who
never attained to balf bis Knowledge, have
been pufft up with a bigh conceit of themfelves,
and have affected all occafions of vaifing their
own Efteem by deprecating other men ; Heon
the contrary was the moft obliging man that
everPraitifed + If a young Gentlemen bapp'ned
to be retain’d to argue a point in Law, where
he was on the Contrary fide, be wonld very
often mend the Objeltions when be came to
repeat them, and always Commend the Gen-
tleman if there weye voom for it, and ene good
word of his was of more advantage to a young. °
man'sthan all the favour of the Conrt could be.
Having thus far purfued his Hiftory and
Chara&er ; in the publick and Exemplary
parts of his Life, without interrupting the -
thread of the Relation, with what was
- private
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private and Doméftick, I fhall conclude
witha fhort account of thefe.

+ He was twice Married , his firft Wife
_was Anney Daughter of Sir Henry Meor, of
dFalyin Berk fhire,Gtanchild to Sir Fr. Moory

Serjeant at Law 3 by her he had Ten Chil-
-dren, the four firft Dyed young, the other
fix lived to be all Married; and he out-
lived them all, except his eldeft Daughter,
and his youngeft Son, who are yet alive.

His eldeft Son Robert, Married Francesy
the Daughter of Sir Francés Cock ;of Aving-
tonin Berk-fhire 5 and they both dying i
a little time one after another, left five
Children, two Sons, Matthew and Gabriels
and three Daughters .Anne , Mary, and
Frances 3 and by the Fudges advice 5 they
both made him their Executor, fo he took
his Grandchildren into his one Care, and
among them he lefthis Eftate.

Hisfecond Son Matthew, Married Amme,
the Daughter of Mr. Mat. Simmonds,of Hile
fley, in Glenceffer [bire, who died {oon after
and left oneSon behind him,named Aartbew.

His third Sen Thomias, Married Rebekah,
the Daughter of Chriftian le Brune,a Dutch
Merchant, and Dyed without Iffue.

His fourth Son Edward Married Mary,
the Daughter of Edmund Goodyere,Efq 5 of
Heythorp, in Oxfordfbire , and Rill liv;s,

. €
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he' has' two Sons , » and\ thrée IDaughters:
_ His eldeft Daughter Afary, was Married
to Edward Alderly, of - Innifhannon, 4. the
County of Cork, in feelund 5 who dyinhg; left
her'with'twoSonsy and - three Ddiighters;
fhe is fince ' Martried ©0 Edward. Stephens,
Son to-Edward Steplbiehl, ‘Efqy of | Chdriagrai,
in' Clageflerfhire:s Hib/youngelt :Daughter
Blizabehy was Mattied to . Edwand Webb,
EfqyBurifter at-Lawso {lic dyedy ledving
twe Ohildren, 'd Sonaidia Datgliteri -
- "His fecond Wife wasdane; the idaugh-
teriof ‘Mr! Fofeph Bifliop; of Falyy in Berk-
}lféfeiiﬁy’lﬂilwm_"hc'-had no Children; He
gives her a greav: Chavatter in his: \Will,
as'a moft dutifulyfaithfal;/and loving Wife,
and 'therefore trufed the breeding-of. his
Grahd<Children toheri Care; and loft her
ori¢ of tits' Executors; to whorh he: joyned
Sir Robert Fenkinfonziand Mr. Gibbon. So
?ﬂﬁ'} may fuffice:of thofe defcended from
iﬂ'l.-',-. Ak M srinien(] Arle
17 In After.times, it isenot to bé tloubsed,
but' it will be reckoned ino {mall Honour to
derive from him:. And this has madé!me
more'particular in reckoning up hisiffie, [
fhall next give an account of the [flues of his
Mind, his Books, that.are either Priated,
or remain in Manuferipts for the Jaft of
thef@ by his Will, he has forbid  the Prin-
! . ting
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ting of any of them after his Death, except
{uch as hefhould give order for in his Life:
But hefeems to have changed his mind after-
wards, and to have left it to the difcretion
of his Executors, which of them might be
Printed ; for though he does not exprefs
that, yet he ordered by a Codicil, Tharif
any Baok, of his Writing, as well touching the
Common Law, as ather Subjelts, [hould be
Prinedy: then what [hould be given for the
Confideration of the Copy, fhould be divided in-
to Ten [haves, of which he appointed Seven to
g0 among bis Servants, and Three to thofe who
lad Copred them out, and were to look_after the
Impreffion. The realon, as I have underftood
it, that made him fo unwilling to have any
of his Works Printed after his Death, was,
That he apprebended in the Licenfing them,
(which was neceffary before any Book could
be lawfully Printed, by a Law then in force,
but {ince his Death determined) fome things
_might have been firuck ont, or altered ; which
he had obferved not without {fome Indigna-
tion, had been done to a part of the Reperts,
of one whom he had much efteemed. .
This in matters of Law,he {aid,might prove
to be of fuch mifchievous confequernce, that be
therenpon refolved none of bis Writings [bould
be ar the Mercy of Licenfers ; And therefore
‘beeaufe he was not fure that they ﬂmull:;

-
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be Publithed without Expurgations or In-
terpolations, he forbid the Printing any of
them, in which he dfterwards made fome
Alteration , atleaft he gave occafion by his
Codicil; to infex, that he altered his mind.
This 1 have the mote fully explainéd,
that His li& Will may be ho way mifunder-
ftood, and that Ris worthy Execitors, and
his Hopeful Grandchildren, may not con-
clude themfelvestd be undet an Indifpénfi-
ble Obligation, of depriving the Publick of
his excellent Writings.

A Cdtalogue of 4ll his Books that aré
Printed, and are to be Sold by
William Shrowsbery, «# the Sigr
of the Bible in Duke-Lane.

1" T HE Primitive Origination of Man-
T kind, conflidered and examined ac-
«cording to thelight of Nature, Fol,
. Corttemplations Moral and Divine, Part 2.
Oé&avo.
3. Contemplations Moyal and Divine;Part 2.
4. Difficiles Nuge, or Obfervations touch-
ing the Torricellian Experimenty and the
various Solutiofis of the fame, efpecially
touching the Weight and Elafticity of the
Air. Oétavo, 5 An

1
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§. An Eflay touching the Gravitation, or
Non-Gravitation of fluid Bodies, and the
Reafors thereof. Oftavo. ;

6. Obfervations touching the Principles of
Natnral Motions, and efpecially touching
Rarefattion, and Condenfation ; together
ivith a Replyto certain Remarks, touching
the Gravitation of Fluids. Oavo.

7. The Life and Death of Pomponins Asti-
cui 5 written by his Contemporary and

. Acquaintance,Cornelius Nepos, Tranflated
out of his Fragments; together with 0b-
Jervations, Political and Aoral thereupon.

- Oftave,

8. Pleas of the Crown, or a Methodical Sum-
mary of the Principal Mattersrelating to
that Subject. O&avo.,

Manuferipts of his not yet Pz&lﬁed.

¥ COncernin‘g the Secondary Origination
- N of Mankind. Fol.
2. Concerning Religion, § Vol. inFol. viz.
1. De Deo, Vox Metaphyfica, pars 1. & 2.
2. Pars 3. Vox Nature, Providentie, &-
thice, Confeientia.
3. Liber [extus, feptimus, oftavus.
4. Pars g. Concerning the Hely Scrip
tures, theit Evideace and Authority.
1 5. Con-
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5. Concerning the Truth of the H. Serip- -
ture, and the Evidences thereof.

3. OF Policy in Mattersof Religion. Fol.

4. De _Anima, to Mr. B. Fol. Sy

5. De Anima, Tranfactions between him
and Mr. B. Fol.

6. Tentamina, de ortuy, Natura & Immor-
talitate Anime. Fol.
7. Magnetifmus Magneticus, Fol.

8 Magnetifmus Phyficas, Fol.

9. M:zamerm Divinus.

10. De generatione Animalinm & Vegetabi
lium, Fol. Lat.

11 Of the Law of Nature, Fol.

12. A Letter of advice to his Grandchil-
dren. Quarts.

13. Placita Corone, 7 Vol. Fol.

14. Preparatory-Notes concerning the Righe

- of the Crown, Fol.

15. Ircepta de Furibus Corone, Fol,

16. De Prerogativa Regis, Fol.

17. Preparatory- Notes touching Parlia-
mentary-Proceedings, 2 Vol. Quarto.
18, Of the Furifdiition of the Houfe of

Lordsy; Quarto.
19. Of the Furifdictionof the Admiralty.
20. Touching Portsand Cuffoms, Fol.
21. Of the Right of the Sea, and the Arms
~ thereof, and Gyffom, Fol.
22. Concerning the Advancement of Trade,
Quarto. _ 23. Of
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23, OF Sheriffs Acconnts, Fol.
24. Copies of Emdmce:, Fol.
25. Mr. Selden’s Difcourfes. Oftavo.
26. Excerpta ex Schedss Seldenianis.
2. Fowrnal of the 18 and 21 Facobs Regis,
uarto.
28. Great Common. place Book of Reports or
Cafes inthe Law, in Law French, Fol

In Bundles.

On  Duod tibi fieriy e, Matth. 7. 12, -

Touchmg Punifliments, in relation to the
Soginian Controverfie.

Policies of the Church of Rome.

Concerning the Lawsof England.

Of the Amendment of the Laws of England.

Touching Provifion for the Poor.

‘Upon Mr. Hobbs his Manufeript.

Concerning the tzme of the Aaa&mw of the
Fewifh Laws.

G). 40 -
In Luarto.

Ouod fit Dens.

Of the State and Condition of the Soul and
Body after Death. ‘

Notes concerning Matters of st

% Td
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Tothefe I fhall add the Catalogue of the
Manufecripts, which he left to the Ho-
nourable Society of Lincolns-Inn, with
that part of his Will that concerns them.

Tem, ®g a Teltimony of mp Honour and
Refpect to the Socicty of Lincolns-Inn,
where 3! bav the areatelt part of mp € duca=

tion; F gibeand bequeath to that Bonourable
Societpthefeveral Manulcript Wooks, con= -
tained in a Scheoule anuered to myp IUill:
Ehep are a Lreafure Wwozth habving and Keep=
ing, Wwhich 3 bave been near Forty Pears in
gathering, Wwithbery great Invultry and Ex=
pence: SPpoelreis, that they be kept (afe, and
all together, in remembiance of me; @heyp
foere fit to be bound in Leather and Chainéd,
and Bept in Prchives: F vefive thepy map not
be {ent out, oz difpofcd of: Ouilp if J bappen
bereafter, tobabcanyof mp Poflerity of that
Socicty, that defives to Tranfcribeany ook,
and give bery good caution to veloze it again in
a prefized time,fuch as the Wenchers of that So=
cietp in Council hall approve of; then, and
not otherivile, only one Wook atone time mayp
belentout to them by the Society; fo that there
be nomoze but one Wook of thole W ooks aboad
out of the Libzary at one time, @hep are a
& reafute that are not fit foz every Mans bietn ;
1o tg ebery Nan capable of making ule of
them: DOnlp ¥ ouid babe nothing of thele
1Wooks Printed, butintirely prelerbed together,
foz the ufz of the Juvufrions Learncd Meni=
bersof that Societp.

A
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A Catalogue of the Books given by him
ro Lincolns-Inn, according to the
Sehedule annexed tohis Will.,

fticht.

Placitacoram Rege E. 1.two Volumes.

Placita coram Rege E. 2. one Vol.

Placita coram Rege E. 3. three Vol.

Placitacoram Rege R. 2. one Vol.

Placita coram Rege H. 4. H. 5.one Vol.

Plagita de Banco, E. 1. ab anno 1. ad an<
num21. one Vol.

Tranferipts of many Pleas, coram Rege ¢ de.
Banco E. 1.0ne Vol. _

The Pleas in the Exchequer, ftiled Commua’
nia, from 1. E,t046 E. 3. five Vol.

Clofe Rolls of King Fohn, verbatim, of the
moft matersal things, one Vol.

The principgl matters in the Clofe and Parent
Rolls, of H.s3.*Tranfcribed werbatim ,
from g H. 3-t0 56 H. 3. five Vol. Ve-’

~ lome marked K. L.

The principal matters in the Clofe and Pavent-.
Rolls, E. 1. with feveral Copies and Ab-
firaéts of Records, one Vol. marked F. -

Along Book of Abftraits of Records, by me.

Clofe and Patent Rolls, from 1to 10 E. 3.
and other Regords of the time of F. 3.

one Vol. marked W7, Clofe

PL:acimde tempore Regis Fohanuis, 1. Vol



118  The Life and Death of

Clofe Rolls of 15 E. 3. with other Records,
one Vol. marked IV, o E

* Clofe Rolls from 17 t0 38 E. 3. ‘two Vol.

Clofe and Patent-Rolls, from 40 E. 3. t0 §0
E. 3. one Vol. marked B.

Clofe Rolls of E. 2. with other Records, one
Vol. R. . ‘

Clofe and Patent-Rolls, and Charter-Rolls in
the time of King Fobn for the Clergy,
one Vol. '

A great Volume of Records of feveral na-
tures, G, : :

The Leagues of the Kings of England, tem-
pore E.1. E. 2. E. 3. one Vol

A Book of ancicut Leagues'and Military-
provifions, ene Vol. = i

The Reportsof Iters, of Derby, Nottingham
and Bedford, tranfcribed, one Vol.

Iiinera Foreft de Pickering & Lanmsafter 5
tranfcript ex Originali, one Vol.

An ancient Reading, very large upon Charta

. de Forefte, and of the Foreft- Laws.

The Tranfcript of the Iter Forcfta de Dean,
1 Vol. : :

Qo Warranto and Liberties of the County
of Glocefler, with the Pleasof the Chace
of Kingswood, one Vol.

Tianfoript of the Black Book of the .Adms-
ralty, Laws of the Army, Impofitions and"
feveral Hononrs, one Vol, :
VS Re-
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Recordsof Patents, Inquifitions, Ge. of the
County of Leicefter, one Vol. :

Mufter and Military-provifions of all forts,
extradted from the Records, one Vol.

Gervafius Tilburienfis, or the Black Baook of
the Exchequer, one Vol.

The Kings Title to the Pre. empumof Tm,
a thin Vol.

Calender of the Recam’: in the' Tower, a
{mall Vol. '

A Mifcellany of divers Records, Orders, and
other things of various natures, marked
&. 1 Vol

Another of the like nature in Leather Co-
ver, 1 Vol,

A Book of divers Recordsand T*bmu rela-
ting to the Chancery, ona Vol

Titles of Honowr and Pedegrées, efpccxally
touching Clifford, one Vol.

Hiftory of the Marches of Wales, Coﬁé&ed
by me, 1 Vol.

Certain Collections touching Titles of FHo-
nour, 1 Vol.

Copies of feyeral Records touching Premy-
aires 1 Vol.

Extrait of Camam_ﬂ' tans tempore, H.7. H.8.
R. and the Proceedings in the Court-Mili-
tary, between Rayand Ramfey, 1Vol.

Petitions in Parliament tempore, E I. E 2.
E.3. H 4 3 Vol

I 4 Sxm-
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Summons of Parliament, from 49 H. 3.to
22.E. 4.in 3.Vol.

The Parliament-Rolls, from the beginning of
E.1. to the endof R 3.in 19 Volumes,
viz. one of E. 1. one of E.2. with the
Ordinationsy two of E. 3. three of R. 2.
two of H.4.two of H. 5. four of H.6.
three of E. 4. oneof R. 3. all Tranfcri-
bed at large

Mr. Elfing’s Book, touching Preceedings in
Parliament, 1. Vol

Noy’s Celleitionstouching the Kings Suppb:;,
1. Vol. ftitcht.

A Book of warious Colleftions out of Records
and Regifter of Canterbury, and Claymes
at the Coramman of R. 2. 1. Vol.

Tranfeript of Bithop Ufher’s Notes, prin-
cipally concerning Chronology , three
large Vol.

A Tranfeript out of Dooms-day Book of Gla-
cefter[hire and Herefordfbire, and of fome
Pipe- Rolls, and old Accompts ofthe Cu-
Jtoms, 1. Vol.

Extraits and Collettions out of Records,
touching Titles of Hononr, 1. Vol.

Extraits of Pleasy Patents and Clofe Rolls,
tempore H. 3. €. 1. €.2. E. 3. and fome
old Am:qmm.r of England, 1. Vol.

Collections and Memorials of many Records
and Am:qmr:::, 1. Vol, Seldens.

Calender




Sir Matthew Hale.  x2¥

Calender of Charters and Records in the.
Tower, touching Gloncefler fhire.

Collsétion of Notes and Records of varioms
naturesymarked M. 1. Vol. Seldens.

Tranfeript of the Iters of London , Kent,
Cornwally 1. Vol.

Exiraits out of the Lesger- -Books of Bartelly
Ewefham, Wintor, &c. 1. Vol. Seldens.
Copies of the principal Recerds in the Red-

Book, in the Exchequer, 1.Vol.

Extralts of Records and ‘Trmt:e:, rclatmg to
Sea-affairs, 1.Vol.

Records touching Cuffoms, Parr.r, Partstion
of the Lands of Gil. D¢ Clare, &c,

Extratt of Pleas in the timeof R. 1. King
Fobn, E.1.&c. 1.Vol.

Carte Antigne in the Tower , Tranfcnbcd,
in 2 Vol.

Chronolagical Remembrances, extra&ted out
of the Notes of Bilhop 'Z)ﬂ:er y 1.Vol
ftitched.

Inguifitionibus de Legibus Wallia, 1. Vol.

C‘aﬁe&sam, or Records, touching Knight

dod.

Titles of Honour. Seldeni. 1.Vol.

Mathematicks and Fortifications. 1. Vol.

Precefns Curie Militarss, 1.Vol.

A Bock of Hononr, ftitched, 1 Vol.

Extratts out of the Regsﬂry of Canter«
bmy. :

Copres
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Copics of {everal Records, touching Preceed-
angs in the Milimry-tf‘aurr, 1 Vol.

Abftraits of Summons and Rells of Parlia-
ment, out of the Book of Dunelm. and
fome Records Alphabetically digefted.
1 Vol.

Abfbratts of divers Records in the Office of
firft Fruits, 1 Vol. ftitched.

Mathematicat and  Aftrological Calculations,
1 Vol iy

A Book of Divinity.

Two large Repofitories of Records, marked
A. and B.

o1 [ Althofe above are in Folso.]

The Proceedings of the Forreftsof Windfor,
Dean, and Effex, in Quarto.! 1 Vol

[ Thefe thar follow, arc maoft of them in
Pelome, or Parchment.’]

Two Books of old Statutes . one ending,
H. 7. the other, 2 H. 5. withthe Sums,
2 Vol.

Five laff years, E. 2. 1 Vol.

Reports tempore, E. 2. 1 Vol. .

The I&ar-ﬂmk_of R. 2, and fome others,
1 Vol : .

An old Chronicle, from the Creationyto E. 3.

~ 2 Vol.
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A i Mathematical Book 5 efpecially of Op-
tigues. 1 Vol
A Dutch Book of Geometry, and Fortifica-
21671,
Murti Benevenlans Geometrica. 1 Vol.
Reports tempore €. 1. under Titles, 1 Vol.
An old Regsffer, and fome Pleas, 1Vol.
Bernardi Bratrack_Peregrinatio, 1 Vol.
Iter Cantis and London, and fome Reports,
tempore E.2. 1 Vol. 4
Reports, tempore, E.1. & E. 2. 1Vol.
Leiger-Book, Abbatie De Bello.
Iﬁaffri opera.
Liber Altercationis, & Chriftiane Philofo-
- phie, coutra Paganos. :
Hiftoria Petri Mandniatoris, v
Hornii Aftronomica.
Hiftoria Ecclefie Dunelmenfis.
Holandsi Chymica.
De Alchymie Scriptoribus.
- (The Black-Book _of the New-Law, Colle&ted
by me, and digefted into Alphabetical
Titles, Written with my own hand ,
which is the Original Copy.

MATTHEW HaLE.

The
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The Conclufion.

THus lived and dyed Sir AMarthew Hale,
the Renowned Lord Chief Juftice of
England :  He had one of the bleffings of
Virtue in the higheft meafure of any of the
Age, thatdoes notalways follow it, which
was, That he was wniverfally much valued
and admired by Men of all fides and perfwa-
fions : For as none could hare him but for his
Fuftice and Virtues, o the great effimation
he was generally in, made, that few durft
undertake to defend fo ingrateful a Paradox,
asany thing faid to /leffen him would have
appeared to be. His Name is fcarce ever
mentioned fince his Death, without parti-
cular accents of fingular refpett. His opinion
in Points of Law generally paffes as an wr-.
controslable Authority, and is often Pleaded
in all the Courts of Juftice : And all that
knew him well, do fill {peak of him as.one
of the perfecteft Paterns of Religion and Vir-
tue they ever faw. -
The Commendarions given him by all forts
of people, are fuch, that I can hardly come
under the cenfiures of this Age, forany thing .
Ehaye faid concerning him ; yet if this Bl_uok
) ives
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lives to after-times, it will be looked en per-
haps as a Pifture, drawn more according
to fancy and invention, than after the Life ;
if it were not that thofe who knew him
well, - eftablithing its Credit in the prefens
Age, will make it-pafls down to the nexe
with a clearer authority. - 3

I'thall purfue his praife no further in my
own words, but {half add what the prefent
Lord Chancellor of England {aid concerning
him, when he delivered the Commiffion to
the Lord Chicf Juftice Rainsford, who fuc-
cceded him in that Office, which he begaa
in this manner.

The Vacancy of the Seat of the Chief Ta-
fice of this Courty and that by a way and
means fo unufal, as ihe Refignation of bim,
that lately held ity and 1his too preceeding .
from [fo deplerable a caufe, as the ixfirmityof
tkat Body, which began to forfake the abicft
mind that ever prefided heve, hath filled thz
Kingdom with Lamentations, and giventhe
King mary and penfrve thoughts, how to [up-
ply that Vacancy again. And a little after,
fpeaking to his Succeffor, he faid, The very
Labours of the place, and that weight and
fatigue of Bufinefs which attends it, are ne
Jmall difcouragements 5 For what Shoulders
may not juffly fear that Burthen, which made
him fboop thas went beforeyou? Yety Iconfefs,

: yoii
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you bave a greater difconragement than the
meer Burthen of your Place, and that is the
wnimitable Example of yonr laft Predeceffor -
Onerofum eft fuccedere bono Principi, was
the faying of him in the Panegyrick : And
you will find it fotoo, that are to [usceed fuch
a Chief Juftice, of fo indefatigable an Indu-
Jery, [o invincible a Patience, fo exemplary
an Integrity,. and fo magnanimous a contempt
of worldly things, withont which no Man can
be truly great 5 andto all this a Man that was
Jo abfolute a Mafter of the Science of the Law,
. and even of the moft abfiruce and hidden
parts of ity that one may traly fay of his Know-
ledge in the Law , what St. Aultin faid of
St. Hierome’s Knowledge in Divinity, Qued
Hieronimus nefcivit, nullus mortalium un-
quam fcivit. And therefore the King wonld
zot fuffer bimfelf to part with fogreat a Man,
tsll he had placed wpon bim all the marks of
Bounty and Efteem , . which his vetired and
weak_condition was capable of. r
To this high Charatter, in which thie
expreflions, as they become the Eloguence
of him who pronounced them; fo they do
agree exadtly to the Subject, without the
abatements that are often to be made for
Rhetorick. Ifhall add that part of the Lord .
Chief Juftices Anfwer, in which he fpeaks
of his Predeceflor, :
—A
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——— A perfon in whom his. Eminent Vir=
tues, and deep Learning, have long managed

a Conteft for the Superiority, which is not de-

cided to thes day s wor will it ever be deter-
mined, I [uppefe , which [hail get the upper
band. A perfon that bas [ut in this Cowrt
thefe many years, of whaofe Aitions there I
have been an eye and ear-witnefsy that by the
greatnefs of his Learning always charmed his
Aundstors to reverence and attention = A per-
_?ﬁ of whom 1 think I may beldly fay, that as

ormer times cannor [hew any’ Siperiont” 1o
bim 5 fo I am confident fucceeding and futwre
rime wikl never (hew any eqaal. ; Thefe confe-
derations, heightned by what I bave beard
from your Lord[hip concerning him, made me
anxions and donbtfuly, and put me to a ffand,
how I [honid fucceed [o able, fo)zdod, and fo
great a Man : It doth very much trouble me,
that I, who in comparifon of him, ambut like

" a Candle lighted in the _Sm}-fﬂ;ixe , or like #

Glow-worm at Mid-day 5 [hould f[ucceed fo
gru& Perfon, that is and will be fo eminently.
Jamous to all Pofterity : Arnd I muft ever wear
this Motto in my Breaft to comfor: me, andin

 'my Aétions to excufe me :

Sequitnry quamvis nonpaffions aguss.

Thus




i

o8 T L7: ind Dosh of

Thus were Panegyricks made upon him

‘while yetalive, in that fame Court of Juftice
‘which he had {o worthily governed. Ashe .
was honoured while he lived , fo he was

much lamented when he died : And this
will ftill beacknowledged asa juft Infcription
for his Memory, though his modefty forbid
any fuch to be put on his Tombftone :

THAT HE WAS ONE OF THE
GREATEST PATERNS THIS AGE
HAS AFFORDED, WHETHER IN
HI§ PRIVATE DEPORTMENT AS A
CHRISTIAN, OR JN HIS PUBLICK
EMPLOYMENTS, EITHER AT THE
BAR OR ON THE BENCH,










