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Inde bominum pecudumgue genus, viteque volantum,
Et que marmores fert monfira fub equore pontus.
. Vire. An. vi. 728,

Hence nien and beafts the breath of life oﬂiu
And birds of air, and monfters of the main.
DrybEN.

HOUGH there is a great deal of pleafure in
contemplating the material world, by which I
mean that fyftem of bodies into which nature has fo
curioufly wrought the mafs of dead matter, with the
{everal relations which thofe bodies bear to one an-
other; there is ftill, methinks, fomething more won-
derful and furprifing in contemplations on the world
of life, by which I mean all thofe animals with which
every part of the univerfe is furnifhed. The material
world is only the fhell of the univerfe: the world
of lifé are its inhabitants,
Vor. IV. A - If
* No, 510,
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SPECTATOR. 3
mo more of the one than what is neceffary for the
exigence of the other.

 Infinite goodnefs is of fo communicative a nature,
that it feems to delight in the conferring of exiflence
upon every degree of perceptive being. As this'is a
Apeculation which T have often purfued with great
plealure to myfelf, T thall enlarge farther upon 1it, by
confidering that part of the feale of beings which
comes: within our knowledge.

‘There are fome living creatures which are raifed

“but juft above dead matter: to mention only that
dpecies of thell-fifh which are formed in the fathion
of a cone, that grow to the furface of feveral rocks,
and immediately die upon their being fevered from
the place where they grow. There are many other
creatures but one remove from thefe, which have no
-other fenfe befides that of . feeling and tafte. Others
have ftill an additional one of hearing; others of
{mell, and others of fight, It is wonderful to ob-
ferve by what a gradual progrefs the world of life
advances through a prodigious variety of fpecies be-
fore a credture is formed that is complete in all its
fenfes ; and even among thefe there is fuch a difs
ferent degree of perfection in the fenfes which one
animal enjoys beyond what appears in another, that
though the fenfe in different animals be diftingunifhed
by the fame common denomination, it feems almoft
of a different nature. If after this we look into the
feveral inward perfeftions of cunning and faga-
city, or what we generally call inftin&, we find
them rifing after the fame manner imperceptibly one
above another, and receiving additional improvements,
according to the fpecies in which they are implanted.
This progrefs in natare is fo very gradual, that the
amoft perfe@ of an inferior {pecies comes very near
to the moft imparfe@t of that which is Immediately
abeve it.

The exuberant and overflowing goodnefs of the
Supreme Being, whofe mercy extends to all his
works, is plainly feen, as I have before hinted,

A from



4 SPECTATOR.

from his having made fo very little matter, at leaft
what falls within our knowledge, that does not fwarm
with life.  Nor is his goodnefs lefs feen in the di-
verfity than in the multitude of living creatures.
Had he only made one fpecies of animals, none of
the reft would have enjoyed the happinefs of exift-
ence. He has therefore fpecified in his ereation
every degree of life, every capacity of being: The
whole chafm in pature, from 2 plant to a man, is
filled up with diverfe kinds of creatures, rifing one
over another by fuch a gentle and eafy afcent, that
the little tranfitions and deviations from one fpecies
to anothcx, are almoft infenfible. This intermediate
{pace is fo well hufbanded and managed, that there
1s fcarce a degree of perception which does not ap-
pear in fome one part of the world of life. Is the
goodnefs or wildom of the Divine Being more ma-’
nifefted in this his proceeding?

There is a conlequence, befides thofe I have ai-
ready mentioned, which feems very naturally dedu-
cible from the foregoing confiderations. If the fcale
of being rifes by fuch a regular progrels fo- high as
man, we may by a parity of reafon fuppofe that it fill
proceeds gradually through thofe beings which are
of a fuperior nature to him ; fince there is an infi-
nitely greater fpace and room for different degrees of
perfeGtion between the Supreme Being and man
than between man and the moft defpicable infeét.
The confequence of fo great a variety of beings which
are fuperior to us, from that variety which is infe-
fior to us; is made by Mr. Locke in a paffage which
1 fhall here fet down, after having premifed, that
notwithftanding there is fuch infinite Toom between
man and his maker for the creative power to exert
itfelf in, it is impoflible that it fhould ever be filled
up, fince there will be fiill an infinife gap or diftance
between the higheft created being and the Power
which produced him, _

“ Thai



SPECTATOR. 5

« & That there fhonld be more fpecies 'of intelligent

-~
-

"
-

creatures above us than there are of fenfible and
material below us, 1s probable to me from hence;
that in all the vifible corporeal world we fee no
chafms or no gaps. All quite down from us,
the defcent is by eafy fteps, and a continued feries
of things, that in each remove differ very little
one from the other. There are fifhes that have
wings, and are not ftrangers to the airy region:
and there are fome birds that are inhabitants

the water, whoie blood is as cold as fithes, and
their fleth o like in talte, that the fcrupulous are
allowed them on fith days. There are animals fo
near of kin both to birds and beafts, that they
are in the middle between both. Amphibious a-
nimals link the terreftial and aquatic together.
Seals live at land and at fea;, and porpoifes have
the warm blood and entrails of a hog ; not t6 men-
tion what is confidently reported of mermaids or
fea-men. There are fome brutes that feem to have
as much knowledge and reafon as fome that are
called men ; and the animal and vegetable king.
doms are fo nearly joined, that if you will take
the loweft of one, and the higheft of the other,
there will fcaree be perceived any great difference
between them : and {fo on until we come to the
loweft and the medt inorganical parts of matter,
we fhall find every where that the feveral fpecies
are linked together, and differ but in almoft infen-
fible degrees. And when we corfider the infinite
power and wifdom of the Maker, we have reafon

¢ to think that it is fuitable to the magnificent har-

mony of the univerfe, and the great defign and
infinite goodnefs of the archite®, that the fpecies
of creatures fhould alfo by gentle degrees afcend
upward from us toward his infinite perfection, as
we {ee they gradually defcend from us downward :
which, if it be probable, we have fealon then to
be perfuaded that there are far more fpecies of
creatures above us than there are beneath; we
) “ being






SPECTATOR. P

thetlate milcellany publifhed by Mr Pope ; in which
there are many excellent compofitions of that inge-
nious gentlemian. I have had a pleafure of the fame
kind in perufing a poem that is juft publithed * On
¢ the Profpeét of Peace,” and which I hope wilk
meet with fuch a reward from its patrons as o noble
4 performance deferves. 1 was particularly well
pleafed to find that the aunthor had not amufed him-
felf with fables out of the pagan theolbgy, and that
when he hints at any thing of this nature, he alludes
ta it only as to a fuble, .

Many of our modern authors, whofe learning verg
often extends o farther than Ovid’s Metamorphofes,
do not know how to celebrate a great man, without
mixing a parcel of {chool-boy tales with the reeital
of his aétions. If yow read a peem on a fine wo-
man, among the authors of this clafs, you fhall fee
that it turns more upon Venus or Helen than on the
party concerned. T have known a copy of verfes on
a great hero highly commended ; but upon alking
to hear fome of the beautiful paflages, the admirer
of it has repeated to me a fpeech of Apollo, or a
defeription of Polypheme, At other times, when I
have fearched for the adtions of a great man, who
gave a fubjef to the writer, 1 have been entertained
with the exploits of a river god, or have been forced
to attend a fury in her mifchievous progrefs from
one end of the poem to the othér. When we are at
fchool, 1t is neceffary for us to be-acguainted with the:
{yftem of pagan theology, and we may be allowed to
enliven a theme or point an epigram with a heathen
god; but when we would write a manly panegyric,
that thould carry in it all the colours of truth, no-
thing can be more ridiculous than to have recourle
to our Jupiters and Junos.

No thought is beautiful which is not juft ; and ne
thought can be juflt which is not founded in truth,
or at lealt in that which pafles for fuch,

In mock heroic poems, the ufe of the heathen
mythology is not only excufable, but graceful, be-

caufe



8 SPECTATOR,:

caufe it is the defign of fuch compofitions to divert,
by adapting the fabulous machines of the ancients to
low fubjeés, and at the fame time by ridiculing fuch
kinds of machinery in modern writers. If any are
of opinion that there is a neceffity of admitting thefe
claffical legends into our, ferious compofitions, in or=
der to give them a more poetical turn, I would re-
commend to their confideration the paftorals of Mr.
Philips. One would have thought it impofiible for
this kind of poetry to have {ubfifted without fawns
and fatyrs, wood-nymphs and water-nymphs, with
all the tribe of rural deities. But we fee he has
given a new life, and a more natural beauty to this
way of writing, by fubflituting in the place of thefe
antiquated fables, the fuperftitious mythology which
prevails among the fhepherds of our own country.

Virgil and Homer might compliment their heroes,
by interweaving the aftions of deities with their at-
chievements; but for a chriftian author to write in
the pagan creed, to make Prince Eugene a favourite
of Mars, or to carry on a correfpondence between
Bellona and the Marthal de Villars, would be down-
right puirility, and unpardonable in a poet that is
paft fixteen. It is want of {ufficient elevation’in 2
genius to deferibe realities and place them in a fhin-
ing light, that makes him have recourfe to fuch
trifling antiquated fables ; as a man may write a fine
defeription of Bacchus or Apollo, that does not
know how to draw the charader of any of his con~
temporaries.

In order therefore to put a ftop to this abfurd
practice, I fhall publifh the following edi&, by vir-
tue of that fpe&atorial authority with which I ftand
invelted.

i HEREAS the time of a general peace is
s in all appearance drawing near, being in-
¢ formed that there are feveral ingenious perfons
“ who intend to fhew their talents on fo happy an

“ occafion, and being willing as much as in me lies .

ooy




SPECTATOR. 5

& to prevent that effufion of nonfenfe which we have
*¢ good caufe to apprehend ; I do hereby firictly re- .
*¢ quire every perfon who fhall write on this fubject
¢ to remember that he is a Chrftian, and not to
* facrifice his catechifm to his poetry. In order to
¢ it, I do expelt of him, in the firlt place, to make
“ his own poem, without depending upon Pheebus
‘¢ for any part of it, or calling out for aid upon any
“ one of the Mufes by name. I do likewife pofi-
“ tively forbid the fending of Mercury with any par-
“ ticular meflage or difpatch relating to the peace ;
¢ and fhall by no means fuffer Minerva to take upon
* her the fhape of any plenipotentiary concerned in
¢ this great work. I do further declare, that I fhall
 not allow the Deftinies to have had a hand in the
 deaths of the feveral thoufands who have been
* {lajn in the late war, being of opinion that all fuch
¢ deaths may be very well accounted for by the
¢ Chriftian {yftem of powder and ball. I do there-
¢ fore firictly forbid the Fates to cut the thread of
“ man’s life upon any pretence whatever, unlefs it
“ be for the fake of the rhime. And whereas I
““¢ have good reafon to fear that Neptune will have a
‘¢ great deal of bufinefs on his hands in feveral poems
¢ which we may now fuppofe are upon the anvil, T
 do alfo prohibit his appearance, unlefs it be done
“ in metaphor, fimile, or any very fhort allufion;
“ and ‘that even here he be not permitted to enter
¢ but with great caution and circumfpeétion, I de-
¢ fire that the fame rule may be extended to his
‘¢ whole fraternity of heathen gods ; it being my de-.
. fign to condemn every poem to the flames in which '
“ Jupiter thunders or exereifes any other a& of au-
“ thority which does not belong to him. In fhort,
“ T expe that no pagan agent fhall be introduced,
¢“-or ahy fa& related which a man cannot give ere-!
“ dit to with a good confcience. Provided always
¢ that nothing herein contained fhall extend or be
¢ conftrued to extend to feveral of the female poets:
¢ in this nation, who fhall {till be leit in full pofief-
.Vor, 1V, B *¢fion






SPECTATOR. 1y

precedency among the individuals in this latter clafs
of writers is yet fettled.

For my own part, I have had fo ftrict p regard to
the ceremonial which prevails in the learned world,
that I never prefumed to take place of a pamphieteer,
until my daily Papers were gathered into thofe two
firft volumes which have already appeared. After
which I naturally jumped over the heads not only of
all pamphleteers, but of every Ofave writer in Great
Britain, that had written but one book. ¥ am allo
informed by my bookfeller, that fix Ofaves have at
all times been looked upon as an equivalent to
a Folio, which I take notice of the rather, becaufe I
would not have the learned world furprifed, if after
the publication of half a dozen veolumes, I take my
place accordingly, When my feattered forces are
thus rallied and reduced into regular bodies, I flatter
myfelf that 1 fhall make no defpicable figure at the
head of them. .

‘Whether thefe rules, which have been received
time out of mind in the commonwealth of letters,
were not originally eftablifhed with an eye to our
paper-manufacture, T {hall leave to the difcuflion of
others ; and fhall only remark further in this place,
that all printers and bookfellers take the wall of one
another, according to the above-mentioned merits of
the authors to whom they refpeétively belong.

I come now to that point of precedency which is
fettled among the three learned profeflions by the
wifdom of our laws. I need not here take notice of
the rank which is allotted to every doétor in each of
thefe profeflions, who are all of them, though notfo
high as knights, yet a degree above ’fquires : This
laft order of men being the illiterate body of the na-
tion, are confequently thrown together into a clafs be-
low the three learned profeffions. T mention this for
the fake of feveral rural fquires, whofe reading does
not rife fo high as to * The prefent ftate of En-
¢ gland,” and who are often apt to ufurp that pre-
gedency which by the laws of their country is not

- Bz dug



12 SPECTATOR.

due to them. Their want of learning, which has
planted them in this {tation, may in fome meafure
extenuate their mifdemeanonr; and our profeflors
ought to pardon them when they offend in this par-
" ticular, confidering that they are in a ftate of igno-

rance,” or as: we ufually fay, do not know their right
hand from their left.

There is another tribe of perfons who are retainers
to the learned world, and who regulate themfelves
upon all oceafions by feveral laws pecnliar to their
body ; I mean the players or ators of both fexes.
Among thefe it is a ftanding and uncontroverted prin-
ciple, that a tragedian always takes place of a come-
dian ; and it is very well known the merry drolls
who make us laugh are always placed at the lowen
end of the table, and in every entertainment give
way to the dignity of the bufkin. Itis a flage max-
im, Once a King, and always a King. For ‘this rea-
fon it would be thought very abfurd in Mr. Bullock,
notwithftanding the height and gracefulnefs of his
perfon, to fit at the right hand of an hero, though
he were but five feet high. The fame diftin&ion 1s
obferved among the ladies of the theatre. Queens
and heroines preferve their rank in private converfa-
tion, while thofe who are waiting-women and maids
of honour upon the ftage, keep their diftance alfo
behind the fcenest

I thall only add, that by a parity of reafon, 4l
writers of tragedy look-upon it as their due to be
{eated, ferved, or faluted before comic writers. Thofe
who deal in tragi-comedy ufually taking their feats

between the authors of either fide. There has been .

a long difpute for precedericy between the tragic and
heroic poets. Ariftotle would have the latter yield
the pas to the former ; but Mr. Dryden, and many
others, would never {fubmit to this de¢ifion. Bur-
lefque writers pay the fame deference to the heroic,

as comic writers to their ferious brothers in the |

drama. By

==



SPECTATOR 13

- By this fhort table of laws, order is kept up, and
fiftin&tion preferved in the whole Republic of Let-

ters.

e it e r——

Friday, November 7, 1712 *. 5

Sic wifum Veneri; cui placet impares
Hormas atque animos fub fuga abenea
Sevo mitterrve cum joco,
Hogr. Od. xxxiii. 1, 1. ver. 10,

Thus Venus fports: The rich, the bafe,
Unlike in fortune and in face,
To difagreeing love provokes;
When cruelly jocofe
She ties the fatal noofe,
And binds unequals to the brazen yokes,
CREECH.

T is very ufual for thofe who have been fevere
upon marriage, in fome part or other of their
lives to enter into the fraternity which they have ri-
diculed, and to fee their raillery return upon their
own heads. I {carce ever knew a woman-hater that
did not fooner or later pay for it. Marriage, which
is a blefling to another man, falls upon fuch an one
as a judgment. Mr Congreve’s * Old Bachelor” is
fet forth to us with much wit and humour as an ex-
ample of this kind. In fhort, thofe who have moft
diftinguifhed themfelves by railing at the fex in ge-
neral, very often make an honourable amends, by
choofing one of the moft worthlefs perfons of it for
2 companion and yoke-fellow. Hymen takes his re-
venge in kind on thofe who turn his myfteries into
ridicule.
My friend Will Honeycomb, who was fo unmer-
“gifnlly witty upon the women in 2 couple of letters

* No. 530, which



Ia SPECTATOR,

which I lately communicated to the public, has give
en the ladies ample fatisfaction by marrying a farm-
er’s daughter; a piece of news which came to our
club by the laft poft. The Templar is very pofitive
that he has married a dairy-maid ; but Will, in his
letter to me on this cccafion, fets thg beft face upon
the matter that he can, and gives a more tolerable
account of his fpoufe. I muft confefs I fufpefted
fomething more than ordinary, when upon opening
the letter I found that Will was fallen off from his
former gaiety, having changed Dear Spec, which
was his ufual falute at the beginning of the letter,
into My worthy friend, and fubfcribed himfelf in the
latter end at full length William Honeycomb. In
fhort, the gay, the loud, the vain Will Honeycomb,
who made love to every great fortune that has
appeared in town for above thirty years together,
and boafled of favours from ladies whom he had ne-
ver feen, is at length wedded to 2 plain conntry girl.

His letter gives us the picture of a converted rake.
The fober charadler of the hufband is dafhed with
* the man of the town, and enlivened with thofe lit-
tle cant phrafes which have made my friend Will
often thought very pretty company. But let us hear
what he fays for himfelf,

« My worthy Friend,

o QUESTION not but you and the reft of my
« acquaintance wonder that I, who have lLived
% in the fmoke and gallantries of the town for thirty
¢ years together, thould all on a fudden grow fond
¢ of a country life. Had not my dog of a fteward
¢ run away as he did, without making up his ac«
¢ counts, I had ®ill been immerfed in fin and fea-
¢ coal. But fince my late forced vifit to my eftate,
¢ 1 am fo pleafed with it, that I am refolved to live
¢ gnd die upon it. I‘am every day abroad among
¢ my acres, and can fearce forbear filling my letter
¢ with breezes, fhades, flowers, meadows, and pur-
¢ Ying fireams. The fimplicity of manners which I

¢ have

r



(41
13
i
ik
L1
&
il
<

-

[14
ie
(1]
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hiave heard you fo often fpeak of, and which ap-
pears here in perfeftion, charms me wonderfully.
As an inftance of it, I muft acquaint you, and
by your means the whole club, that I have lately
married one of my tenmant’s daughters. She 15
born of honeft pareats; and though fhe has no
portion, fhe has a great deal of virtue.. The na-*
tural fweetnefs and innocence of her behaviour,
the frefhnefs of her complexion, the unaffefted
turn of her Thape and perfon, fhot me through and
through every time I faw her, and did more exe-

‘cution upon me in grogram, than the greateft

beauty in town or court had ever done in brocade.
In fhort, the is fuch an cne as promifes me a good
heir to my eftate; and if by her means I cannot
leave to my children what are falfely called the
gifts of birth, high titles and alliances, I hope to
convey to them the more real and valuable gifts
of birth, ftrong bodies and healthy conftitutions.
As for your fine women, I need not tell thee that
I know them. Ihave had my fhare in their graces ;
but no more of that. It fhall be my bufinefs here-
after to live the life of an honeft man, and to act as
becomes the mafter of a family. I queftion not but
I ihall draw upon me the raillery of the town, and
be treated to the tune of The Marriage - hater
madched ; but I am prepared for it. I have been
as witty upon othersin my time. Fo tell thee truly,
I faw fuch a tribe of fathionable young fluttering
coxcombs thot up, that I did not think my poft of
an lomme de ruelle any longer tenable. T felt =
certain {tiffnefs in my limbs which entirely de-
ftroyed that jauntinefs of air I was once mafter of.

! Befides, for I may now confefs my age to thee, 1

have been eight-and-fortyabove thefe twelve years.
Since my retirement into the country will make a
vacancy in the club, I could with you would fill
up my place with my dear friend Tom Dapper-
wit. He has an infinite deal of fire, and knows the
town. For my own part, as I have faid before,

¢ F fhall
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tion of any kind of fpiritual perfeltion but what we
difcover in our own fouls, we join infinitude to each
of thefe perfeftions; and what is 2 faculty in a hu-
man foul becomes an-attribute in God. We exift in
place and time ; the Divine Being fills the immenfity
of fpace with his prefence, and inhabits eternity.
‘We are pofleffed of a little power and a little know-
ledge ; the Divine Being is almighty and omnifcient.
In fhort, by adding infinity’ to any kind of perfe&tion
we enjoy, ‘and by joining all thefe different kinds of
perfeétions in one being, we form our idea of the
Great Sovereign of Nature.

Though every one who thinks muft have made
this obfervation, I fhall produce Mr. Locke’s autho-
rity to the fame purpofe ont of his Effay on Human
Underﬁandmg ¢ 1f we examine the idea we have

¢ of the Incomprehenfible Supreme Being, we fhall
‘¢ find that we come by it the fame way ; and that
¢ the complex ideas we have both of God and fepa-
“ rate {pirits are made up of the fimple ideas we re-
ceive from refleGtion ; v. g. having, from what we
experiment in ourlelves, got the ideas of exiflence
and duration, of knowledgeand power, of pleafure
“ and happinefs, and of feveral other qualities and
‘¢ powers, which it 1s better to have than to be with-
out: when we would frame an idea the moft {uit-
able we can to the Supreme Being, we enlarge
every one of thefe with our idea of infinity ; and
* fo, putting them together, make our complex idea
¢ of God.”

It is not impofiible that there may be many kinds
of fpiritual perfeftion befides thofe which are lodged
in an human foul ; but it is impoflible that we fhould
have the ideas of any kinds of perfeftion except thofe
of which we have fome fmall rays and ihort imper~
Afe&t ftrokes in ourfelves. It would be therefore very
high prefumption to determine whether the Supreme
Being has not many more attributes than thofe which
enter our conceptions of him. This is certain, that
if there be any kind of fpiritual perfetion which

Yor. IV. C is
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18 SPECTATOR.

is not marked out in an human foul, it belsngs in its
fulnefs to the Divine Nature.

Several eminent philofophers, have imagined that
the foul, in her feparate ftate, may have new facul-
ties {pringing up in her, which fhe is not capable of
exerting during her prefent union with thie body ;
and whether thefe faculties may not correfpond with
other attributes in the Divine Nature, and open to

us hereafter ncw matter of wonder and adoration, we -

are altegether ignorant. This, as I have faid before,
we ought to acquiefce in, that the Sovereign Being,
the Great Author of Nature, has in him all pofiible
perfettion, as well in kind as in degree, to fpeak
according to our methods of concetving. I fhall only
add under this head, that when we have raifed our
notion of this Infinite Being as high as it is poflible
for the mind of man to go, it will fall infinitely
fhort of what he really is. There is no end of his
greatnefs : The moft exalted creature he has made,
is only capable of adoring it; none but himfelf can
comprehend it.

The advice of the fon of Sirach is very juft and
fublime in this light. By his word all things con-
fit. We may fpeak much, and yet come fhort:
wherefore in fum, he is all. How fhall we be able
to magnify him? For he is great above all his works.
The Lord is terrible, and very great, and marvelléus
in his power. When you glorify the Lord, exalt
him as much as you can: Yor even yet will he far
exceed. And when you exalt him, put forth all
your ftrength, and be not weary ; for you can never
go far enough. Who hath feen him, that he might
tell us? And who can magnify him as he is? There
are yet hid greater things than thefe be ; for we have
feen but a few of his works.

1 have here only confidered the Supreme Being by
the light of reafon and philofophy. If we would fee
him in all the wonders of his mercy, we muft haye
recourfe to revelation, which reprefents him to us,
not only as infinitely great and glonous, but as in-

finitely
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finitely good and juft in his difpenfutions towards
man. But as this i a theory which falls under
every one’s confideration, thongh indeed it can never
be fufliciently confidered, I fhall here only take no-
tice of that habitual worfhip and veneration which
we ought to pay this Almighty Being. We fhould
often refrefh our minds with the thoughts of him,
and annibilate ourfelves before him in the contem-
plation of our own worthleflnefs, and of his tran-
fcendent excellency and perfeftion. This would im-
print in our minds fuch a conftant and uninterrupted
awe and veneration as that which T am here recom-
mending, and which is in reality a kind of inceffant
prayer, and reafonable humiliation of the foul before
him who made it.

This would effedtually kill in us all the little feeds
of pride, vanity and felf-conceit, which are apt to
thoot up in the minds of fuch whofe thoughts turn
more on thofe comparative advantages which they
enjoy over fome of their fellow-creatures, than on
that infinite diftance which is placed between them
and the fupreme model of all perfetion. It would
likewife quicken our defires and endeavours of
uniting ourfelves to him by all the a&s of religion
and virtue,

Such an hdbitual homage to the Supreme Being
would in a particular manner banifh from among
us that prevailing impiety of ufing his name on the
moft trivial occafions.

I find the following paffage in an excellent fermon
preached at the funeral of a gentleman who was an
honour to his country, and a more diligent as well as
fuccefsful inquirer into the works of nature than
any other our nation has ever produced. ¢ He had
¢ the profoundeft veneration for the great God of
 heaven and earth that I have ever oblerved in any
¢ perfon. The very name of God was never men-
¢ tioned by him without a paufe, and a vifible {top
 in his difcourfe; in which, one that knew him
4 moft particularly above twenty years, has told me

G2 “ that
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¢ that he was fo exall, that he does not remember
¢ to have obferved him once to fail in it.”?

Every one knows the veneration which was paid
by the Jews to a name fo great, wonderful and holy.
They would not let it enter even into their religious
difcourfes. What can we then think of thofe who
make ufe of fo tremendous a name in the ordinary
expreflions of their anger, mirth, and moft imperti-
nent paflions ? of thofe who admit it into the moft
familiar queftions and aflertions, ludicrous phrafes,
and works of humour? not to mention thofe who
violate it by folemn perjuries? It would be an af-
front to reafon to endeavour to fet forth the horror
and profanencfs of fuch a pradtice. The very men-
tion of it expofes it fufficiently to thofe in whom the
light of nature, not to fay religion, is not utterly
extinguifthed.

Thurfday, November 13, 1712 *,

Spem longam refeces
Hor, Od. xi. L. 1. ver. 7,

Cut fhort vain hope.

turned upon the fubje of hope in general.

elign this paper as a fpeculation upon that vain
and foolith hope which is mifemployed on temporal
objeéts, and produces many forrows and calamities
in human life. '
It is a precept feveral times inculeated by Horace,
that we fhould not entertain a hope of any thing in
life which lies at a great diftance from us. The
{hortnefs and uncertainty of our time here, makes
fuch a kind of hope unreafonable and abfurd. The
grave lies unfeen between us and the objeét which
* No. 535. we

MY four hundred and feventy-firft fpeculation
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we reach after. Where one man lives to enjoy the
good he has in view, ten thoufand are cit off in the -
purfuit of it.

It happens likewife unluckily, that one ‘hope no
{fooner dies in us, but another rifes up in its ftead.
Wa are apt to fancy that we fhall be happy and fa-
tisfied if we poffefs ourfelves of fuch'and fuch par-
ticular enjoyments; but either by reafon of their
emptinefs, or the natural inquietude of the mind,
we have no fooner gained one point, but we extend
our hopes to another. We ftill find new inviting
fecenes and landfcapes lying behind thofe which at 2
diftance terminated our view.

The natural confequences of fuch refleétions are
thefe ; that we fhould take care not to let our hopes
run out into too great a length ; that we fthould fuffi-
ciently weigh the objeéts of our hope, whether they be
{uch as we may reafonably expeét from them what
we propofe in their fruition, and whether they are
fiuch as we are pretty fure of attaining, in cafe our
life extend itfelf fo far. If we hope for things which
are at too great a diftance from us, it is poffible that
we may be intercepted by death in our progrefs to-
wards them. If we hope for things of which we
have not thoroughly confidered the value, our dif-
appointment will be greater than our pleafure in the
fruition of them. If we hope for what we are not
likely to poffefs, we aét and think in vain, and make
life a greater dream and fhadow than it really is.

Many of the miferies and misfortumes of life
proceed from our want of confideration in one or all
thefe particulars. They are the rocks on which the
fanguine tribe of lovers daily {plit, and on which the
bankrupt, the politician, the alchymift, and projec- .
tor, are caft away in every age. Men of warm ima-
ginations and towering thoughts are apt to overlook
‘the goods of fortune which are near them for fome-
thing that glitters in the fight at a diftance ; to negle&
folid and fubftantial happinefs for what is thowy and
fnperﬁczal ; and to contemn that good which lies

within
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svithin their reach for that which they are not cap-
able of attaining. Hope calculates its fchemes for 2
long and durable life, prefles forward to imaginary
points of blifs, and grafps at mpoﬁibxhtws ; and
confequently very often infnares men into beggary,
ruin and difhonour.

What I have here faid may ferve as a moral to an
Arabian fable, which I find tranflated into French
by Monfieur Galland. The fable has in it {uch a
wild, but natural fimplicity, that I queftion not my
reader will be as much pleafed with it as I have been,
and that he will confider himfelf, if he will refleét on
the feveral amufements of hope which have fome-
times pafled in his mind as a near relation to the
Perfian Glafsman.

Alnafchar, fays the fable, was a very idle fellow,
that never would fet his hand to any bufinefs during
his father’s life. When his father died, he left him
to the value of an hundred drachmas in Perfian mo-
ney. Alnafchar, in order to make the beft of it, laid
it out in glafles, bottles, and the fineft earthen ware.
Thefe he piled up in a large open bafket ; and hay-
ing made choice of a very little fhop, placed the baf- .
ket at his feet, and leaned his back upon the wall,
in expeftation of cuftomers. As he fat in this po~
fture, with his eyes upon the bafket, he fell into a
moit amufing train of thought, and was overheard by
one of his neighbouss as he talked to himfelf in the
iollowing manner : * This bafket,” fays he, * coft
‘“ me at the wholefale merchants an hundred drach-
“ mas, which is all T have in the world. I fhall
“ quickly make two hundred of it by felling it in
“ retail. Thefe two hundred drachmas will in a’
‘ very little while rife to four hundred, which of
 courfe will amount in time to four thoufand. Four
¢ thoufand drachmas cannot fail of making eight
« thonfand. As foon as by this means I am mafter
¢ of ten thoufand, I will lay afide my trade of 2
 glafs-man and turn jeweller. I fhall then deal in -
‘¢ diamonds, pearls, and ail forts of rich {tones.

“ When
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When I have got together as much wealth as I
can well defire, I will make a purchafe of the fin-
eft houfe I can find, with lands, flaves, eunuchs,
and horfes. T fhall then begin to enjoy myfelf,
and make a noife in the world. 1 will not, how-
ever, ftop there ; but flill continue in my traffic
until T have got together a hundred thoufand
drachmas. When I have thus made myfelf mafter
of a hundred thoufand drachmas, T {hall naturally
fet myfelf on the footof a prince, and will demand
the grand vifier’s daughter in marriage, after hav-
ing reprefented to that minifter the information
which I have received of the beauty, wit, dif-
cretion, and other high qualities which his daugh-
ter poffeffes. -T will let him know at the fame
time that it is my intention to make him a prefent
of a thoufand pieces of gold on our marriage night.
As foon as I bave married the grand wvifier’s
daughter, T will buy her ten black eunuchs, the
youngeft and the beft that can be got for money.
I muit afterwards make my father-in-law a vifit,
with a great train and equipage: and when I am
placed at his right hand, which he will do of
courfe, if it be only to honour his daughter, I will
give him the thoufand pieces of gold which I pro-:
mifed him; and afterwards, to his great furprife,
will prefent him with another purfe of the fame
value, with {fome thort {peech ; as, ¢ Sir, you fee
I am 2 man of my word: Talways give more than
I promife.’
“ When I have brought the princefs to my houfe,
I {hall take particular care to breed her in a due
refpe& for me, before I give the reins to loveand
dalliance. To this end I fhall confine her to her
own apartment, make her a thort vifit, and talk
but little to her. Her woman will reprefent to
me, that fhe is inconfolable by reafon of my un-
kindnefs, and beg me with tears to carefs her, and
let her fit down by me; but I fhall ftill remain
inexorable, and will turn my back upon her all
the
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_of the fhort face whom fhe had fo often read of.

Upon her pafling by me, the pretty blooming crea-
, ture {miled in my face, and dropped me a courtefy.
She fearce gave me time to return her falute, before
the quitted the fhop with an ealy fkuttle, and ftepped
again into her coach, giving the footman diretions
to drive where they were bid. Upon her departure;
my bookfeller gave me a letter fubferibed, 7o the in=
genious Speilator, which the young lady had defired
him to deliver into my own hands, and to tell me
that the fpeedy publication of it would not only ob-
lige herfelf, but a whole tea-table of my friends, I
opened it therefore, with a refolution to publith ity
whatever it {thould contain, and am fure if any of my
male readers will be fo feverely critical as not to
like it, they would have been as well pleafed with
it as myfelf, had they feen the face of the pretty
feribe,

‘Mr. SPECTATOR, London, Nov. 1712.

AF OU are always ready to receive any ufeful
ft hint or propofal ; and fuch I believe you

¢ will think one that may put you in a way to em=
¢ ploy the moft idle part of the kingdom ; I mean
¢ that part of mankind who are known by the name
¢ of the women’s men or beaus, &c. Mr, Speftator,
¢ you are fenfible thefe pretty gentlemen are not
« made for any manly employments ; and for want
¢ of bufinefs, are often as much in the vapouts as the
¢ ladies. Now, what I propofe is this, that fince
¢ knotting is again in fathion, which has been found
¢ a yery pretty amufement, that you wonld recoma
¢ mend it to thefe gentlemen as fomething that may
¢ make them ufeful to the ladies they admire. And
¢ fince it is not inconfiftent with any game, or other
¢ diverfion; for it may be done in the play-houfe, in
¢ their coaches, at the tea-table, and in fhort, in all
“¢ places where they come for the fake of the ladies
¢¢ (except at church, be pleafed toforbid it there to pre-

Vou. IV. D ¢ went
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%% they can - of fupemnmerary and infignificant fel-
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lows, which they ufe like whiflers, and common-
Iy ‘call Shosing Horns. @ Thele are never defigned
to kanow the length of the foot; but only when a
good offer comes, to whet and fpur him up to the
point. Nay, it is the opinion of that grave lady,
Madam Matchwell, that it is abfolutely convenient
fov every prudent famdy to. have feveral of thefe
implements about the houfe, to clap on as occa-
fion ferves; and that every {park ouglht to produce
a certificate of his being a Shoeing Horn, before
he be admitted as a Shoe. A certain lady, whom
I conld name if it was neceflary, has at prefent
more Shoeing Horns of all fizes, countries and
colours, in her fervice, than ever fhe had new

‘Shoes in her life. 1 have known a woman make

ufe of a Shocing Horn for feveral years; and find-
ing him unfuccefsful in that fun&ion, convert him
at length into a Shoe. I am miftaken if your
friend Mr. William Honeycomb was not a caft
Shoeing Horn before his late marriage. As for
myfelf, I muft frankly declare to you, that T have
been an arrant Shoeing Horn for above thefe twenty
years. I ferved my firft miftrefs in that capacity
above five of the number before {he was fhod. I°
confefs, though fhe had many who made their
application to her, I always thounght myfelf the
beflt Shoe in her fhop; and it was not until a
month before her marriage, that I difcovered what
I was. 'This had like to have broke my heart,
and raifed fuch fufpicions in'me, that I told the
next I made love to, upon receiving fome unkind
uinage from her, that I began to look upon my-
felf as no more than her Shoeing Horn. Upon
which my dear, who was a coquette in her na-
ture, told me, I was hypochondriacals and that I
might as well look upon myfelf to be an egg or
a pipkin. But in a very fhort time after fhe gave
me to know that I was not miltaken in myfelf.
It would be tedious to recount to you the life of
D2  an
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¢ an unfortunate Shoeing Horn ; or I might enters
' tain you with a very long and melancholy rela-
“ tion of my fufferings. Upon the whole, I think,
Sir, it would very well become 2 man in your
poft, to determine in what cafes a woman may be
¢ allowed with honour to make ufe of a Shoemng
¢ Horn, as alfo to declare whether a maid on this
fide five-and-twenty, or a widow who has not been °
¢¢ three years in that ftate, fhay be granted fuch a
privilege, with other difficulties which will na-
turally occur to you upon that fubjeét.
6 Tram, SIR,
* ¢ yyith the moft profound veneration,
% Yours, &c.”

Monday, November 17, 1712%,

. Ultra
Finem tendere opus.
Hor. Sat. i. 1, 2. ver. 1,

To launch beyond all bounds.

URPRISE is fo much the life of flories, that
every “one aims. at it who endeavours to pleafe
by telling them. Smooth delivery, an elegant choice ,
of words, and a {fweet arrangement, are all beautify-
ing graces, but not the particulars in this point of
converfation which either leng command the atten-
tion, or ftrike with the violence of a fudden paflion,
or occafion the burft of a langhter which accompanies -
humour. I have fometimes fancied that the mind is
in this cafe like a traveller who fees a fine feat in
hafte : he acknowledges the delightfulnefs of a walk
fet with regularity ; but would be uneafy if he were
obliged to pace it over, when the firft view had let
him into all its beanties from one end to the other.’
* No. 538. However,
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" However, a knowledge of the fuccels which ftories
nyill have when they are attended with a turn of fur-
prife, as it has happily made the charaélers of fome,
. 4o has it alfo been the ruin of the charafters of others.

There is a {et of men who outrage truth, inftead of
affeting us with a manner in telling it; who over-
leap the line of probability, that they may feem
to move out of the common road, and endeavour
only to make their hearers ftare by impofing upen
them with 2 kind of nonfenfle againit the philofophy
of nature, or fuch a heap of wonders told upon their
own knowledge, as it is not likely one man fhould
have ever met with, .

I have been led into this obfervation by 2 com-
pany into which I fell accidentally. The {ubje& of
Antipathies was a proper field wherein fuch falfe
furprifes might expatiate ; and there were thofe pre-
fent who appeared very fond to thew it in its full ex-
tent of traditional hiftory, Some of them in a learn-
ed manner offered to our confideration the miracu-
lous powers which the effluviums of cheefe have over
bodies whofe pores are difpofed to receive them in a
noxious manner ; others gave an account of fuch who
could indeed bear the fight of cheefe, but not the
tafte ; for which they brought a reafon from the milk
of their nurfes. Others again difcourfed, without
endeavouring at reafons, concerning an unconquer-
able averfion which fome ftomachs have againft a
joint of meat when it is whole, and the eager ineli-
nation they have for it, when, by its being cut up,
the fhape which had affe&ted them is altered, From
hence they pafled to eels; thence to parfnips; and fo
from one averfion to another, until we had worked
up ourfelves to futh a pitch of complaifance, that
when the dinner was to come in, we enquired the
name of every difh, and hoped it would be no offence

“to any in company before it was admitted. When
we had fat down, this civility among us turned the
difcourfe from eatables to other forts of averfions ;
and the eternal cat, which plagues every converfa-

tion
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tion of this nature, began then ta ingrofs the fub..
je@. One had fweated at the fight of 1t; another had
tmelled it ont as it lay concealed in a very diftant

cupboard; and he who crowned the whole fet of
thefe flories reckoned up the number of times in
which' it had occafioned him to fwoon away. At
dait, fays he, that you may all be fatisfied of my in.
vincible averfion to a cat, 1 thall give an unanfwer-

- able inflance. As I was going through a ftrect of

London, where I never had been until then, I felta
general damp and faintnels all over me, which 1 could
not tell how to acconnt for, until I chanced to caft
my eyes upwards, and found that I was pafling un.
der a fign-poft on which the pifture of 2 cat was
hung.

The extravagance of this turn in the way of fur~
prife gave 2 flop to the talk we had been carrying
on. Some were filent becaufe they doubted, and
others becaufe they were conquered in their own
way ; fo that the géntleman had an opportunity to
prefs the belief of it upon us, and let us fee that he
was rather expofing himfelf than ridiculing others.

I muft freely own, that 1 did not all this while
difhelieve every thing that was faid; but yet I
thought fome in the company had been Sudeavoutin g
who fhould pitch the bar fartheft; that it had for
fome time been a meafuring-caft; and at laft my
friend of the cat and fign-peft had thrown beyond
them all.

I then confidered the manner in which this ﬁary
had been received, and the poflibility that it might
have paffed for a ]e& upon others, if he had not la-
boured againft himfelf. From hence, thought T,
there are two ways which the well-bred world ge-

merally take to corred fuch a pradtice, when they do

mot think fit to contradiét it flatly. :
The firft of thefeisa general filence, which I would.
not advife any one to interpret in his own behalf.
It is often the effedt of prudence in avoiding a quar-
zel; when tht:y fee another drive fo faft that there is
1o
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no {topping him without being run againft ; and bae
very feldom the effeét of weaknefs in believing fud-
denly. The generality of mankind are not fo grofsly
ignorant as fome overbearing fpirits would perfuade
themfelves : and if the authorxry of a charadter, or a
caution agamft danger, make us fupprefls our opi~
nions; yet neither of thefe are of force enough to
fupprefs our thoughts of them. If a man who has
endeavoured to amufe his company with improbabi-
lities could but look into their minds, he would find
that they imagine he lightly eftecems of their feafe
when he thinks to impofe upon them; and that he is
lefs efteemed by them for his attempt in doing fo.
His endeavour to glory at their expence becomes a
ground of quarrel, and the feorn and indifference
with which they entertain it begins the immediate
punithment: and indeed (if we fhould even go mo
farther) filence, or a negligent indifference, has @
deeper way of wounding than oppofition, hecaunfe op-
pofition proceeds from an anger that has a fort of
generous fentiment for the adverﬁuy mingling along
with it, while it fhews that there i3 fome cfleem in
your mind for him ; in fhort, that you think him
worth while to conteft with. But filence, or 2 ne-
gligent indifference, proceedsfrom anger, mixed with
a fcorn that fhews another he is thought by you too
contemptible to be regarded.

The other method which the world haa taken for
correcting this prattice of falle furprife, is to over-
fhoot fuch talkeérs'in their wwin bow, orto raife ‘the
ftory with further degrees of impoffibility, and fet
up for 2 voucher to them in fuch a manner as muft
Iet them fee they ftand dete¢ted. Thus I have heard
a difcourfe was once managed upen the effets of fear.
One of the company had given anaccount hiow it
had turned his friend’s hair gray in a night, when
the terrors of a fhipwreck encompafled him., An-
other, taking the hint from: hence, began upon his
own knuwledge to-enlarge "his inftances of: the like
nature to fuch a number, that it ‘'was not:probable

. hc *
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t Here innocence and beauty lies, whofe breath
¢ Was fnatech’d by early, not untimely death.
¢ Hence did fhe go, juft as fhe did begin
¢ Sorrow to know, before the knew to fin. °
¢ Death, that does fin and forrow thus prevent,
¢ Is the next blefling to a life well {pent.

: % T am, SIR,
¢ Your humble fervant.”

Friday, November 21, :712'*.

Et fibi preferri fe gaudet ¢
: Ovip, Met. 1. 11 ver. 430.

He heard,
Well pleas’d, himfelf before himfelf preferr’d.
ADDISON:

HEN T have been prefent in aflemblies where
my Paper has been talked of, T have been
very well pleafed to hear thofe who would detract
from the author of it obferve, that the letters which
are fent to the Speator are as good if not better
than any of his works. Upon this occafion many
Jetters of mirth are ufually mentioned, which fome
think the Spe&ator writ to himfelf, and which others
commend becaufe they fancy he received them from
his correfpondents. Such are thefe from the valetu-
dinarian; the infpector of the fign-pofts; the mafter
of the fan exercife ; with that of the hooped petti-
coat; that of Nicholas Hart the annual {leeper; that
from Sir John Envill; that upon the London cries ;
with multitudes of the fame nature. As I love no-
thing more than to mortify the ill-natured ; that I
may do it effe®ually, I muft acquaint them they
have very often praifed me when they did not defign
Vor. IV, E : i3

* No. 542,
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in his private converfation. Were it true, I am fure
he could not fpeak it from his own knowledge: But
had he read the books which he has collefled, lie
would find this acenfatton to be wholly groundlefs.
Thofe who are truly learned will acquit me in this
point ;. in which I have been fo far from offending,
that T have been {crupulous perhaps to a fault in
quoting the authors of feveral patlages which T might
have made my own. But as this aflertion is in rea-
lity an encomium on what I have pubiithed, I ought
rather to glory in it than eadeavour to confute it.

Some are.fo very willing to alienate from me that
{mall reputation which might acerne to me from any
of thefe my {peculations, that they attribute fome
of the beft of them to thofe imaginary manuferipts
with which I have introduced them. There are
others, I muft confels, whofe objeftions have given
me a greater concern, as they feem to reflet, under
this head, rather on my morality than on my inven-
tion, Thefe are they who fay an author is guilty
of fallhood, when he talks to the public of manu-
{cripts which he never faw, or deferibes fcenes of
altion or difcourfe in which he was never engaged,
But thefe gentlemen would do well to confider, there
is not a fable or parable which ever was made ufe,
of, that is not liable to this exception; fince nothing,
according to this notion, can be related innocently,
which was not once matter of fa&. Befides, 1 think
the moft ordinary reader may be able to difcover by
my way of writing, what I deliver in thele occur-
rences as truth, and what as fiction.

Since I am unawares engaged in anfwering the fe-
veral objeétions which have been made againft thefe
my works, I muft take notice that there are fome
who affirm a Paper of this nature fhould always turn
upon.diverting fubjeéts ; and others who find fault
with every one of them that hath not an immediate
tendency to the advancement of religion or learning.
1 fhall leave thefe gentlemen to difpute it cut among
themfelves ;- fince I fee one half of my conduét pa-

2 tronifed
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* of this perplexity; and among the multitndes of
¢ your readers you will particularly oblige
¢ Your moft fincere friend and fervant,
: ¢ PHILO-SPEC.”

X

Saturday, November 22, 1712 *.

Facies non omnibus una,
Nee diverfa tamen

Ovip, Met, L ii. ver.13.

. Similar, though not the fame

HOSE who were {kilful in anatomy among the
ancients, concluded from the outward and in-

ward make of a human body, that it was the work
of a Being tranfcendently wife and powerful. As
the world grew more enlightened in this art, their
difcoveries gave them frefh opportunities of admiring
the condué of Providence in the formation of an hu-
man body. Galen was converted by his diflections,
and gould not but own a Supreme Being upon a fur-
vey of this his handy-work. There were indeed
‘many parts of which the old anatomiits did not know
the certain ufe; but as they faw that moft of thofe
which they had examined were adapted with admir-
able art to their feveral fun&ions, they did net que-
ftion but thofe whofe ufes they could not determine
were contrived with the famie wifdom for refpe&ive
ends and purpofes. Since the circulation of the
blood has been found out, and many other great dif-
coveries have been made by our modern anatomifts,
we fee new wonders in the human frame, and dif-
cern {everal important ufes for thofe parts; which
ufes the ancients knew nothing of. In fhort, the
body of man is fuch a fubje&t as ftands the utmoft
teft of examination. Though it appears formed with
* No. 543. : the
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nltsin a perpetual uniformity and confiftence with
itfelf. If one fhould always fling the fame number
with ten thoufand dice,. or fee every throw jutt five
vimes lefs or five times more in number than the
throw which immediately preceded it, who wonld
not imagine there is fome invifible power which di-
refts the caft ? This is the proceeding which we find
in the operations of nature. Every kind of animal is
diverfified by different magnitudes; each of which
gives rife to a different fpecies. Let a man trace the
dog or lion-kind, and he will obferve how many of
the works of nature are publithed, if I may ufe tle .
expreflion, in a var;iety of editions. If we look i
the reptile world, or into thofe different kinds
animals that fill the element of water, we meet witl{ |
the fame repetition among feveral fpecies, that differ
very little from one another in fize and bulk. You
find the fame creature that is drawn at large copied
jout in the feveral proportions, and ending in minia-
ture. It would be tedious to produce inftances of
this regular condu& in Providence; as it wifld be
fuperfluous to thofe who are verfed in the natural
hiftory of animals. The magnificent harmony of the
univerfe is fuch, that we may obferve innumerable
divifions running upon the fame ground. I might
‘alfo extend this fpeculation to the dead parts of na-
ture, in which we may find matter difpofed into
many fimilar {yftems, as well in our furvey of ftars
and planets, as of flones, vegetables, and other fub-
lunary parts of the creation. In a word, Providence
has fhewn the richnefs of its goodnefs and wildom,
not only in the produ&ion of many original fpecies,
but in the multiplicity of defcents, which it has made
on every original {pecies in particular.

But to purfue this thought ftill farther. Every
living creature confidered in itfelf, has many very
complicated parts that are exaét copies of fome other
parts which 1t peflefies, and which are complicated
in the fame manner. One eye would have been fuf-
ficient for the fubfiftence and prefervation of an ani-

mal 3
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mal ; but, in order to better his condition, we feé
another placed with a mathematical exaénefs in the
fame moft advantageous fituation, and in every par-
ticular of the fame fize and textare. Is it poflible
for chance to be thus delicate and uniform in her
operations ? Shounld a million of dice turn up twice
together the fame number, the wonder would be no-
thing in comparifon of this. But when we fee
this fimilitude and refemblance in the arm, the hand,
the fingers ; when we fee one half of the body en-
tirely correfpond with the other in all thofe minute

ftrokes, without which a man might have very well

bfifted ; nay, when we often fee a fingle part re-

‘peated an hundred times in the fame body, notwith-
3 andlng it confifts of the moft intricate weaving of

numberlefs fibres, and thefe parts differing ftill in
magnitude, as the convenience of their particular
fitnation requires ; fure a man muft have 2 ftrange

caft of underflanding, who does not difcover the -

' finger of God in fo wonderful a work. Thefe du-

phcat;ag_ in thofe parts of the body, without which a
man might have very well fubfifted, though not fo
well as with them, are a plain demonftrauon of an
All-wife Contriver ; as thofe more numerous copy~
ings which are found among the veflels of the fame
body, are evident demonftrations that they could not
be the work of chance. This argument receives ad-
ditional ftrength, if we apply it to every animal and
infe& within our knowledge, as well as to thofe
numberlefs living creatures that are objeéls too mi-
nute for 2 human eye : and if we confider how the
{everal fpecies in this whole world of life refemble
one another in very many particulars, fo far asis
convenient for their refpettive ftates of exiftence ;
it is much more probable that an hundred millions
of dice fhould be cafually thrown an hundred mil-
lion of times in the fame number, than that the body
of any fingle animal fhould be produced by the for-

tuitous concourfe of matter. And that the like

chance fhould arife in innumerable inftances, requires
a degrea
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% degree of credulity that is not under the dire&ion
of common fenfe. We may carry this confideration
yet further, if we refleft on the two fexes in every
living fpecies, with their refemblance to each other,
and thofe particular diftin&ions which were neceflary
for the keeping up of this great world of life.

There are many more demonitrations of a Su-
preme Beirg, and of his tranfcendent wildom, power
and goodnefs in the formation of a living creature,
for which I refer my reader to other writings, par-
ticularly to the fixth book of the poem intituled
Creation, where the anatomy of the human body is
defcribed with great perfpicuity and elegance. I
have been particular on the thought which runs
through this {peculation, becaufe I have not feen it
enlarged upon by athers,

Thurfday, November 27, 1712 *.

St wulnus tibi, monflrata radice vel herba,
No:;;ﬁertt levius, fugeres radice vel herba

Proficiente nibil curarier
Hog. 1. 2. Ep. ii. ver.'149.

Suppofe you had an wound,,and one had fhew’d
An herb, which you apply’d, but found no good ;
Would you be fond of this, increafe your pain,
And ufe the fruitlels remedy again?

CREECH.

T is very difficult to praife 2 man without putting
him out of countenance. My following corre-
{pondent has found out this uncommon art, and to-
gether with his friends has celebrated fome of my
fpeculations after fuch a concealed but diverting man-
ner, that if any of my readers think I am to blame
Vor. IV. F in
No. 547.
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in publifhing my own commendations, they will al.
low I fhould have deferved their cenfure as much
had I fuppreffed the humour in which they are con-
veyed to me.
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119 SIR,
AM often in a private aﬁ'embly of wits of both
fexes, where we generally defcant upon your
fpeculations, or upon the fubjefts on which you
have treated. We were laft Tuefday talking of
thofe two volumes which you have lately publifh-
ed. Some were commending one of your papers,
and fome another ; and there was fearce a fingle
perfon in the company that had not a favourite

fpeculation. Upon this a man of wit and learn-
ing told us, he thought it would not be amifs, if

we paid the Spe&tator the {fame compliment that
is often made 1n our public prints to Sir Wil-
liam Read, Dr. Grant, Mr. Moor the apothe-
cary, and other eminent phyﬁcmns, where it is
ufual for the patients to publith the cures which
have been made upon them, and the feveral dif-
tempers under which they laboured. The pro-
pofal took ; and the lady where we vifited having
the two laft volumes in large paper interleaved
for her own private ufe, ordered them to be
brought down and laid in the window; whither
every one in the company retired, and writ down

a particular advertifement in the file and phrafe

of the like ingenious compofitions which we fre-
quently meet with at the end of our newfpapers.
When we had finithed our work, we read them
with a great deal of mirth at the fire-fide, and
agreed, memine contradicente, to get them tranfcrib-
ed and fent to the Spe&ator.  The gentleman who

‘made the propofal entered the following advertife-

ment before the title page ; after which the reft
fueceeded in order.

Remedium
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* Remedium efficax & univerfum; or an effeQual
remedy adapted to all capacities ; thewing how any
perfon may cure himfelf of ill-nature, pride, party-
fpleen, or any other diftemper incident to the hu-
man fyftem, with an eafy way to know when the
infeGtion is upon him. The panacea is as inno-
cent as bread, agreeable to the tafte, and requires
no confinement. It has not its equal in the uni-
verfe ; as abundance of the nobility and gentry
throughout the kingdom have experienced.
“ N. B. No family ought to be without it.”

Ouver the two Spe&ators on Fealoufy, éemg the two firft
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in the third volume.

¢ I William Crazy, aged threefcore and feven,
having for feveral years been afflicted with uneafy
doubts, fears, and vapours, occafioned by the youth
and beauty of Mary my wife, aged twenty-five,
do hereby, for the benefit of the public, give no-
tice, that I have found great relief from the two
following dofes, having taken them two mornings
together with a difh of chocolate. Witnels my
hand,” &ec.

Lior the benefit of the Poor.

* TIn charity to fuch as are troubled with the dif-
eafe of levee-hunting, and are forced to feek their
bread every morning at the chamber-doors of great
men, I 4. B. do tettify, that for many years paft
I laboured under this fafthionable diftemper, but
was cured of it by a remedy which I bought of
Mirs. Baldwin, contained in a half fheet of paper,

‘marked No. 193, where any one may be provided

with the fame remedy at the price of a fingle
Palny-!’

¢ An infallible cure for Hypocondriac Melanckely,

No.153. 184. 191. 203. 209. 221. 233. 235. 239
245. 24%7. 251.

 Probatum ¢fi. CuarLEs Easy.”

K a ¢ I Chriftopher
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~ % well, Thomas Smoky, Anthony Freeman, Tom
“ Meggot, Ruftic Sprightly, &ec. which have had fo
“ good an effe upon me, that I now find myfelf
“ cheerful, lightfome, and eafy; and therefore do re-
“ commend them to all fuch as labour under the fame
“ diftemper.”
A
Not having room to infert all the advertifements
which were fent me, I have only picked out fome
few from the third volume, reflerving the fourth for
another opportunity.

Saturday, November 29, 1712 %,

Quamwis digreffic veteris confufus amici,
«Laudo tamesn———
Juv. Sat. iii. ver. 1.

. Tho’ griev’d at the departure of my friend,
. His purpofe of retiring I commend.

BELIEVE moft people begin the world, with 2
refolution to withdraw from it into 4 ferious kind

of folitude or retifement, when they have made them-
felves eafy in it. Our happinefs is, that we find out
fome excule or other for deferring fuch our good re-
folutions until our intended retreat is cut oft by death.
But among all kinds of people there are none who
are fo hard to part with the world as thofe who are
. grown old in the heaping up of riches. Their minds
are fo warped with their conftant attention to gain,
that it is very difficult for them to give their fouls
another bent, and convert them towards thole objeéts
which, though they are proper for every ftage of life,
-are fo more efpecially for the laft. Horace defcribes
an old ufurer as fo charmed with the pleafures of a
country life, that in order to make a purchafe, he call-
N2 No. 549. T e
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ed in all his money. But what was the evéntof
it? Why, in’ 2 'very few days after he put it ont
again. I am engaged in this feries of thought by 2
difcourfe which 1 had laft week with my worthy
friend Sir Andrew Freeport, 2 man of fuch natural
eloquence, good fenfe, and probity of mind, that I
always hear him with a particular pleafure. As we
were fitting together, being the fole remaining mem-
bers of our club, Sir Andrew gave me an account of
the many bufy fcenes of life in which he had been
engaged, and at the fame time reckoned up to me
abundance of thofe lucky hits which at another time
he would have called picces of good fortune ; but in
the temper of mind he was then, he termed them
mercies, favours of Providence, and bleflings upon an
honeft induftry. Now, fays he, you muft know my
good friend, 1 am fo ufed to confider myfelf as cre-
ditor and debtor, that I often ftate my accounts after
the fame manner with regard to heaven and my own
. foul. In this cafe, when I look upon the debtor
fide, I find fuch innumerable articles, that I want
arithmetic to caft them up; but when I look upon
the creditor fide, I find little more than blank paper.
Now, though I am very well fatisfied that it is in my
power to balance accounts with my Maker, I am re-
{olved however to turn all my future endeavours that
way. You muft not therefore be furprifed, my
friend, if you hear that I am betaking myfelf to 2
more thoughtful kind of life, and if I meet you no
more in this place..

I could not but approve fo good a rei'oiutmn, net-
withftanding the lofs I muft fuffer by it. Sir An-
drew has fince explained himfelf to me more at large
in the following letter, which is Juﬂ: come to my:
hands.

¢ (Good Mr. SPECTATOR,
“ Nc}ththﬂandmg my friends at the club have
always rallied me when I have talked of
“ retiring from bufinefs, and repeated to me one of
(13 hx




e

g
b
e
L

%

A1

L1}
e
LT3
“
L1}
<
L1
L1

LT3

“
113
3
L5
“
LT3
4
w
“
L]
(13
L)
L1
13
“
“
L
«

<
L
€
‘
ié
L

SPECTATOR. 47

my oivn fayings, That a merchant hasnever enough
until ke has got a little more ; I can now inform you,
that there is one in the world who thinks he has
enough, and is determined to pafs the remainder
of his life in the enjoyment of what he has.  You
know me fo well, that Tneed not tell you I mean,
by the enjoyments of my pofleflions, the making

‘. of them ufeful to the public. As the greateit

part of my eftate has been hitherto of an unfteady
and volatile nature, either toft upon feas or fluc-
tuating in funds, itis now fixed and fettled in fub-
ftantial acres and tenements. I have remowved. it
from the uncertainty of flocks, winds and waves,
and difpofed of it in a confiderable purchafe. This

will give me great opportunity of being charitable

in:ay way; thatis, infetting my poor neighbours
to work, and giving them 2 comfortable fubfiftence
out of their own induftry. - My gardens, my filh-
ponds, my arable and pafture gronnds, fhall be
my feveral hofpitals, or rather workhoufes, in
which I propefe to maintain a great many indi-
gent ' perfons, who are now ftarving in my neigh-
bourhood. I have got a fine fpread of improvable
lands, ‘and in my own thoughts am already plough-
ing up fome of them, fencing' others; planting
woods, and draining marfhes. In fine, as I have
my fhare in the furface of this ifland, I am refolv-
ed to make it as beautiful a {pot as any in her
Majefty’s dominions ; at leaft there is not an inch
of it which fhall not be cultivated to the beft ad-
vantage, and do its utmoft for its owner. Asin
my mercantile employment I fo difpofed of my
affairs, that from swhatever corner of the compals
the wind blew, it was bringing home one or other
of my thips ; I hope, as a hnfbandman, to con-
trive it fo, that not a fthower of rain, or a ghmpfe
of fun-fhine, fhall fall upon my eftate without
bettering fome part of it, and contributing to the
produéts of the feafon. You know it has been
hitherto my opinion of life, that it is thrown

“ awzy
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away when it is not fome way ufeful to others.’
But when I am riding out by myfelf in the frefh
air on the open heath that lies by my houfe, ¥
find feveral other thoughts growing up mn me. I
am now of opinion that a man.of my age may
find bufinefs enough on himfelf, by fetting his’
mind in order, preparing it for another world, and’
reconciling it to the thoughts of death. I ‘muft
therefore acquaint you, that befides thofe ufual
methods of charity of which I have before fpoken,
I am at this very inftant finding ‘out a convenient
place where I may build: an alms-houfe, which I
intend to’endow very handfomely for a dozen fu-

perannuated hufbandmen. It will be a grest plea-
fure to me to fay my prayers twice 2 day with

men of my own years, who all of them, as well
as myfelf, may have their thoughts taken up how'
they fhall die, rather than how they fhall live. I

‘remember an excellent faying that I learned at

fchool, finis coronat opus. . You know beft whether
it be in Virgil orin Horace : it is my bufinefs to
apply it. I{ your affairs will permit you to take
the country air with me fometimes, you fhall find'
an apartment fitted up for you, and thall be every’
day entertained with beef or mutton of my own
feeding ; fith out of my own ponds ; and fruit out
of ‘my own gardens. You fhall have free egrefs
and regrefs about my houfe, without having any
queftions alked you;and in a word, fuch a hearty
welcome as you may expeét from
# Your moft fincere friend
“ and humble fervant, .
“ ANDREW FREEPORT.™

The cliib, of which T ama. mefnﬁer, béi;'..lg. entire~

1y difperfed, I fhall confult my reader next weele

upon a projedt relating to the mfhtutlon of a new
one,
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Monday, December 1, 1712 *,

Ouid dignum tants foret hic promiffir hiatu ?
Hor. Ars Poet. ver. 138.

n what will all this oftentation end?
Roscofimon.

INCE the late déffolution of the club, whereof

I have often declared myfelf a member, there

are many perfons who, by letters, petitions, and re-
commendations, put up for the next eleftion. At
the fame time I muft complain that feveral indire&
and underhand praétices have been made ufe of upon
this occafion. A certain country gentleman began
to tap upon the firft information he received of Sir
Roger’s death ; when he fent me up word, that if
I would get him chofen in the place of the deceafed,
he would prefent me with a barrel of the beft O&o-
ber I had ever drank in my life. The ladies are in
great pain to know whom I intend- to eleét in the
room of Will Honeycomb. Some of them indeed are
of opinion that Mr. Honeycomb did not take fuffi-
cient care of their intereft in the elub, and are there-
fore defirous of having in it hereafter a reprefenta-
tive of their own fex. A citizen, who fubfcribes
himfelf ¥. Z. tells me that he has one-and-twenty
fhares in the African company, and offers to bribe
me with the odd one in cafe he may fucceed Sir An-
drew Freeport, which he thinks would raife the cre-
dit of that fund. T have feveral letters dated from
Jenny Man’s, by gentlemen who are candidates for
Captain Sentry’s place; and as many from a coffee-
houfe in Paul’s church-yard of fuch who would fill
up the vacancy eccaﬁcned by the death of my worthy
Vor. IV. G friend

* No. 5 50.
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Now, in order to diverfify my chara@er, and to
fhew the world how well I can talk if I have a mind,
T have thoughts of being very loquacious in the club
which I have now under confideration. But that I
may proceed the more regularly in this affair, I de-
fign, upon the firft meeting of the faid club, to have
my mouth opened in form ; intending to regulate my-
{felf in this particular by a certain ritual which I have
by me, that contains zll, the ceremonies which' are
practifed at the opening of the mouth of a cardinal.
I have likewife examined the forms which were ufed
of old by Pythagoras, when any of his fcholars, af-
ter an apprenticethip of filence, was made free of his
fpeech. In the mean time, as I have of late found
my name in foreign gazettes upon lefs occafions, I
queflion not but in their next articles from Great
Britain, they will inform the world, that the Spec-
tator’s mouth is to be opened on the twenty-fifth of
March next. I may perhaps publith a very ufeful
paper at the end of the proceedings in that folemni-
ty, and of the perfons who fhall affift at it. But of
this more hereafter.

G2
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But fince 1 have now gained the faculty I have beea
fo long endeavouring after, I intend to make a right
ule of it, and fhall think myfelf obliged for the fu-
tare to {peak always in truth and {incerity of heart.
While a man is learning to fence, he pradtiles both
on friend and foe; but when he is maiter in the
art, he never exerts 1t ‘but an what he thinks the
right fide.

“That this laft allufion may not give my reader a
wrong idea of my defign in this Paper, 1 muft here
inform him, that the author of it 15 of no faftion ;
that he i1s a friend to-no interefts but thofe of trath
and virtue; nor 2 foe to any but thofe of vice and
folly. Though I make more noife in the world than
I ufed to do, I am ftill refolved to aft in it as an in-
different Speftator. It is not my ambition to increafe
the number either of whigs or tories, but of wife and
good men; and I could heartily with there were no
faults common to both parties, which afford me fuf-
ficient matter to work upon, without defcending to
thofe which are peculiar to either.

If in a multitude of eounfellors there is fafety, we
ought to think ourfelves the fecureft natien in the
- world. Moft of our garrets arc inhabited by fatel_
men, who watch over the liberties of their country,
and make a fhift to keep themfelves from flarving
by taking into their gare the properties ef their fel.
low-{ubjeds. | A

As thefe politicians of both fides have already
worked the nation intoa moft unnatural ferment, I
fhall be fo far from endeavouring to raife it to a
greater height, that on the contrary it fhall be the
chief tendency of my Papers to infpire my country-
men with a mutual good will and benevolence.
Whatever faults either party may be guilty of, they
are rather inflamed than cured by thofe reproaches
which they calt upon one another. The moft likely
methed of re&ifying any man’s condud is, by re-
commending to him the principlés of truth and he-
noury religion and virtue ; and fo long as he a@s with

3 an
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4an eye to thefe principles, whatever party he is of,
he cannot fail of being a good Englifhman, and a
Iover of his country. :

As for the perfons concerned in this work, the
names of all of them, or at leaft of fuch as deﬁre it,
fhall be publifhed hereafter : until which time I muft
intreat the courteous reader to fufpend his curiofity,
and rather to confider what is written than who they
are that write 1t.

Having thus adjufted all neceflary preliminaries
with my reader, I fhall not trouble him with any
more prefatory difcourfes, but proceed in my old
method, and entertain him with {peculations on every
afeful fub_]e& that falls in my way.

Monday, June 21, 1714 %,

Buippe domum timet amb:grmm, Tyriofque bilingues.
Vire. Zn. i. ver. 6635

He fears th® ambitious race, and Tyrians double-
tongu’d. -

o THERE is nothing,” fays Plato, * fo delight-
ful as the hearing or the fpeaking of truth.”
For this reafon there is no converfation fo agreeable
as that of the man of integrity, who hears without
any intention to betray, and fpeaks without any in-
tention to deceive.
Among all the accounts which are given of Cato,
T do not remember one that more redounds to his
honour than the following paffage related by Plu- .
tarch, As an advocate was pleading the caufe of his
client before one of the Preetors, he could only pro-
duce a fingle witnefs in a point where the law requir-
ed the teftimony of two perfons: upon which the ad-
vocate infifted on the integrity of that perfon whom
* No. 557, . he
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he: had produced; but the Preetor told him, that
where the law required two witneffes he would not
accept of one, though it were Cato himfelf. Such a
fpeech from a perfon who fat at the head of a court
of juftice, while Cato was ftill living, thews us, more
than a thoufand examples, the high reputation that
great man had gained among his contemporaries upon
the account of his fincerity.

When fuch an inflexible integrity is alittle foften-
ed and qualified by the rules of converfation and good
breeding, there is not a more fhining virtue in the
whole catalogue of focial duties. A man however
ought to take great care not to polifh himfelf out of
his verdcity, nor to refine his behaviour to the preju-
dice of his virtue.

This fubjeét is exquifitely treated in the molt ele-
gant fermon of the great Britith preacher*. T fhall
beg leave to tranferibe out of it two or three fenten-
ces, as a proper introduion to a very curious letter,
which I fhall make the chief entertainment of this
fpeculation. - -

“ The old Englifh plainnefs and fincerity, that ge-
¢ nerous integrity of nature and honefty of difpofi-
“ tion which always urges true greatnefs of mind,
“ and is ufually accompanied with undaunted coun-
“ rage and refolution, is in a great meafure loft a-
‘“ mong us. A

“ The diale& of converfation is now-a-days fo fwell-
¢ ed with vanity and compliment, and fo furfeited (as
“ 1 may fay) of expreflions of kindnefs and refpeét,
¢t that if a man who lived an age or two ago fhould
¢ return into the world again, he would really want
“ a di&ionary to help him to underftand his own
‘¢ language, and to know the true intrinfic value of
¢ the phrafe in fafhion; and would hardly at firft
¢ believe at what a low rate the higheft ftrains and
¢ expreflions of kindnefs imaginable do commonly
“ pafs in current payment; and when he fhould come
“ to underftand it,.it would be a great while before

Vor. 1V. H “ he

. * Axchbifhop Tillotfon, Vol, H. Sermon L. p. 7. fol, edit.
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* ing to work but he fent word to defire me to give
* over, for that he wonld have no fuch doings in his
* houfe. I had not been long in this nation before I
¢ was told by one for whom I had alked a certain

¢ favour from the chief of the king’s fervants, whom

¢¢ they here call the lord-treafurer, that I had eter-
“ nally obliged him. I was fo furprifed at his gra-
“ titude, that I could not forbear faying, What fer-
¢ vice is there which one man can do for another that
¢ can oblige him to all eternity ! However, 1 only
¢ afked him for my reward, that he would lend me
“ his eldeft daughter dunng my ftay in this country ;
 but I quickly found that he was as treacherous as
< the reft of his countrymen.

¢ At my firflt going to court, oneof the great men
“ almoft put me out of countenance by alking ten
¢ thoufand pardons of me for enly treading by acci-
¢ dent upon my toe. They call this kind of lie a
¢ compliment; for when they are civil to a great
% man they tell him untruths, for which thou wouldft
“ order any of thy oificers of ftate to receive a
¢ hundred blows upon his foot. I do mnot know how
“¢ T fhall negociate any thing with this people, fince
“ there is {o little credit to be given to them. When
* I go to fee the king’s feribe, 1 am generally told
¢ that he is not at home, though perhaps I faw him

% go into his houfe almoft the very moment before.

 Thou wouldit faney that the whole nationare phy-
¢ ficians ; for the firft queflion they always afk me
¢ is, how I do: T have this queftion put to meabove
¢ 3 hundred times a-day. WNady, they are not only
“ thus inquifitive after my health, but wifh it In 2
“ more folemn manner with a full glafs in their
“ ‘hands every time 1 fit with them at table, thongh
% at the fame time they would perfuade me to drink

¢ their Jiquors in fuch ‘quantities as T have found by

¢ experience will make me fick, "They often pretend
“ to pray for thy health alfo in the fame manner;

- ¢ but I have more reafon to expe&t it from the good-

“ nefs of thy conflitution than the fincerity of their
H'2 “ swifhes,
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“ wilhes. May thy flave efcape in fafety from this
¢ double-tongued race of men, and live to lay him-
“ felf once more at thy feet in the royal city of
* Bantam.” :

Wednefday, June 23, 1714%.

Qui fit, Mecenas, ut nemo, quam fibi fortem

Sew ratio dederit, feu fors objecerit, illa

Contentus wivat, laudet diverfa fequentes ?

O fortunati mercatores ! gravis annis

Miles aity multo jam fraclus membra labore.

Contra mercator, navem jaltantibus atfiris,

Militia eff potior. Quid enim ? concurritur : bora

Momento cita mors wenit, aut witoria leta.

Agricolam landat juris legumque peritus,

Sub galli cantum confultor ubi oftia pulfat.

dlle, datis vadibus, qui rure extrallus in urbem ¢ff,

Soles felices viventes clamat in urbe.

Catera de genere hoc ((adeo funt multa ) lguacem

Delaffare valent Fabium. Ne te morery audi

Duo vem deducam. Si quis Deus, en ego, dicat,

.‘Z;m Jaciam quod wultis ; eris tuy qui modo miles,

Mercator : tu confultus modo, rufticus. Hine wos,

Ves hinc mutatis difcedite partibus. Eja!

Ruid flatis ?  Nolint. Atqui licet effe beatis.
Hor. Sat. 1. 1. 1. ver. 1.

Whence is’t, Mzcenas, that fo few approve

The ftate they’re plac’d in, and incline to rove ;
‘Whether againft their will by fate impos’d,

Or by confent and prudent choice efpous’d?
Happy the merchant ! the old foldier cries,
Broke with fatigues and warlike enterprife.

The merchant, when the dreaded hurricane
Toffes his wealthy cargo on the main, : g
Applauds the wars and toils of a campaign: J

* No. 538, There
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There an engagement foon decides your doom,

Bravely to die, or come viftorious home.

The lawyer vows the farmer’s life is beft,

When at the dawn the clients break his reft.

The farmer, having put in bail t’appear,

And forc’d to town, cries, they ave happieft there:

With thoufands more of this inconffant race,

Would tire e’en Fabius to relate each cafe.

Not to detain you longer, pray attend

The iffue of all this; fhould Jove defcend

And grant to every man his rafh demand,

To run his lengths with a negleétful hand ;

Firft, grant the harrafs’d warrior a releafe,

Bid him to trade and try the faithlefs feas, g ‘

To purchafe treafure and declining eafe :

Next, call the pleader from his learned firife

To the calm bleflings of a country life:

And, with thefe feparate demands difmifs

Each fuppliant to enjoy the promifed blifs ;

Don’t you believe they’d run?  Not one will move,

Tho” proffer’d to be happy from above.
HogrNEck.

T is a celebrated thought of Socrates, that if all
the misfortunes of mankind were caft intoa
public ftock in order to be equally diftributed among
the whole {pecies, thofe who now think themleves
the moft unhappy would prefer the fhare they are
already pofiefled of, before that which would fall to
them by fuch a divifion. Horace has carried this
thought a great deal farther in the motto of my Pa-
per, which implies, that the hardihips or misfor-
tunes we lie under, are more eafy to us than thofe of.
any other perfon would be, in cafe we could change
;ondmons with him.

As T was rummatmn* on thefe two remarks, and
feated in my e]bow-chalr, I infenfibly fell afleep;
when on a fudden methought there was a proclama-
tion made by Jupiter, that every mortal thould bring
in his griefs and calamities, and throw them toge-

ther
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ther in 2 heap. There was'z large plain- appointed
for this purpofe. I tock my fland in the centre of
it, and faw with a great deal of pleafure the whole
human {pecies marching one after another, and
throwing down their feveral loads, w}uo'h immediate-
ly grew up into a prodigious mount;ua that feemed
to rife above the clonds. :

There was a certain lady of a: thin any :[hape who
was very a@tive in this folemnity.  She carried a
magmfymg glafs in one of her hands, and was cloth-
ed in 2 loofe flowing robe, embroidered with feveral
figures of fiends and {peétres, . ‘that-difcovered thea’n.- !

"felves in a thoufand chmenc&l fhdpes: as her'g

suent hovered in the wind. ' There was f@methmg’--
wild and diftracted in her looks. Her name was
Fancy. She led up every mortal to the appointed
place, after having very officioufly aflifed him in -
making up his pack, aud laying itipon his thonl-
ders, My heart melted mthm ‘me to fee my fellow
creatures groaning under theif l-‘e%ve burdens,
and to confider that pmdlgmus,bnlk_.bf human cala-
mities which lay before me. .

There were however feveml perfons who gave me
great diverfion upon this occafion: I obferved one
bringing in a fardel very carefu}ly concealed under

an old embroidered ¢loak, which, ipon his throwing L2

itinto the heap, I dﬂcovued‘}m be Poverty. An-

other, after a great deal of pufling, threw down his

luggage, which L i 1 found to'be his
wife.

There were multitades of lovers faddled with very
whimfical burdens compofed of darts and flames
but ‘what was very odd, thongh they fighed asif
thiesr hearts would hreale whd ey thefe bundles of ca«
lammes, they could not perfuade ﬂlemﬁ:lfes ﬁ catt
them into the heap when they came up to it; but
after a few faint efforts, {hook their head and march-
ed away 25 heavy loaded as they came. T faw
titudes of old women throw down their wrink
and feveral young ones who ftripped themfelves of

EWW
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a’'tawny fkin. - There were very great heaps of red
nofes, large 1ips, and rufty teeth. The truth of it
15, T wuas furprifed” to fee the greateft part of the
mountain made up of bodily deformities. Obferving
one advancing towards the heap with a larger cargo
than ordinary upen his back, I found upon his near
approach that it was cnaly a natural hump, which he
difpofed of with great joy of heart among this col-
leftion of humah miferies. There were likewife
diftempers of all forts’; though T could not but ob-
ferve, that there were many more imaginary than
real. One little packet I could not but take notice
of, which was a complication of all the difeafes in-
cident to human nature, and was in the hand of a
great many fine people ; this was called the Spleen.
But what moft of all furprifed me, was a remark T
made, that there was not aﬁngle vice or {olly thrown
into the whole heap: at which T was very much
aftonithed, having concluded within myfelf, that
every onc would take this opportunity of getting

" 7id of his paflions, prejudices, and {railties,

I took mnetice in particular of a very profligate
fellow, who, I did not queftion, came loaded with his
crimes, but upon fearching into his bundle, T found,

_that inftead of throwing his guilt from him, he had

_only laid down his memory. He was followed by
another worthlels rogue, who ﬂung away'his mo-
defty inftead of his ignorance. |

“When the whole race of mankind had thus caft
their burdens, the Phantom which had been fo bufy
on this occafion, fecing me an idle fpectator of what
paffed, approached towards me. 3 grew uneafly at
“her prefence, when on a fudden fhe held her magni-
fylng glafs full before my eyes. I no fooner faw my
face in it, but T wes flartled at the f{hortnefs of it,

- which now appearéd to me in its utmoft aggrava-

tion, The immoderate breadth of the features made
me vetry much out of humour with my own coun-

itenanee ; upon which I threw it from me like a

mﬂe. Tt happened very luckily, that onc who ftood
re v.. bV
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by me had juit before thrown down his vifage, which
it feems was too long for him.' It was indeed ex-
tended to a moft thameful length ; T believe the very
chin was, modeftly fpeaking, as long as my whole
face. We had both of us an opportunity of mend-
ing ourfelves ; and all the contributions being now
brought in, every man was at liberty to exchange
his misfortunes for thofe of another perfon. Butas
there arofe many new incidents in the fequel of my
vifion, I fhall referve them for the fubje® of my next
Paper.

Friday, June 25, 1714 *.

Quid caufee ¢ft, merito quin illis Fupiter ambas
dratas buccas inflet, neque fe Jore pofthac
Tam facilem dicaty votis ut prebeat auren : ?
: Hor. Sat. 1. 1. 1. ver. 20.

Were it not juft that Jove, provok’d to heat,

Should drive thefe triflers from the hallow’d feat,

And unrelenting ftand when they intreat?
Hozrxgck.

IN my laft Paper I gave my reader a fight of that
mountzin of miferies which was made up of thofe
feveral calamities that afliét the minds of men. [
faw with unipeakable pleafure the whole {pecies thus
delivered from its forrows; though at the fame time,
as we ftood round the heap, and furveyed the feveral
materials of which it was compofed, there was fcarce-
ly a mortal in this vaft multitude who did not dif-
cover what he thought pleafures and bleflings of life,
and wondered how the owners of them ever came to
look upon them as burdens and grievances.

As we were regarding very attentively this confu-

fion of miferies, this chaos of calamity, Jupiter iffued -

* No. 559. out
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sut a fecond proclamation, that every one was now
at liberty to change his afli®tion, and to return to
his habitation with any fuch other bundle as fhould
be delivered to him.

Upon this Fancy began again to beftir herfelf, and
parcelling out the whole heap with incredible adti-
vity, recommended to every one his particular pack-
et. The hurry and confufion at this time was not
to be exprefled. ' Some obfervations which I made
upon this occafion I fhall communicate to the pub-
lic. A venerable grey-headed man, who had laid
down the cholic, and who I found wanted an heir to
his eftate, fnatched up an undutiful fon that had been
thrown into the heap by his angry father. The
gracelefs youth in lefs than a quarter of an hour
pulled the old gentleman by the beard, and had like
to have knocked his brains out; fo that meeting the
true father, who came towards him with a fit of the
gnpes, he begged him to take his fon again, and
give him back his cholic; but they were incapable
either of them to recede from the choice they had
made. A poor galley-flave, who had thrown down
his chains, took up the gout in their ftead ; but made
fuch wry faces, that one might eafily perceive he was
no great gainer by the bargain. It was pleafant e~
nough to fee the feveral exchanges that were made,
for ficknefs againft poverty, hunger againft want of
appetite, and care againft pain.

The female world were very bufy among them-
felves in bartering for features: one was trucking a
lock of grey hairs for a carbuncle; another was mak-
ing over a fhort waift for a pair of round fhoulders;
and a third cheapening a bad face for 2 loft reputa-
tion : But on all thefe occafions there was not one of
them who did not think the new blemith, as foon as
fhe had got it into her poffeffion, much more dif-
agreeable than the old one. I made the fame obferv-
ation on every other misfortune or calamity which
every one in the affembly brought upon himfelf in
lieu of what he had parted with ; whether it be that

Vor IV, Y all
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all the evils which befal us are in fome meafure {uit-
ed and proportioned to our ftrength, or that evil be-
comes more fupportable by our being acculiomed to
it, I {hall not determine.
. T could not for my heart forbear pitying the poor
hump-backed  gentleman mentioned in the former
Paper, who went off a very well-fhaped perfon with
a ftone in his bladder; nor the fine gentleman who
had ftruck up this bargain with him, that limped
through a whole affembly of Iadies who ufed to ad-
mire him, with a pair of fhoulders peeping over his
hmdv
I muft not omit my own particular adventure, My
friend with the long vifage had no fooner taken npon
him my fhort face, but he madefuch a grotefque figure
in it, that as I looked upon him I could not farbear
laughing at myfelf; infomuch that I put my own
face out of countenance. The poor gentleman was
io fenfible” of the ridicnle, that I found he was
athamed of what he had done: on the other fide, I
found that I myfelf had no great reafon to triumph;
for as 1 went to touch my forehead I mifled the
place, and clapped my finger upon my upper lip,
Befides, as my nofe was exceeding prominent, I gave
it two or three unlucky knocks as I, was playing my
hand about my face, and aiming at fome other part
of it. I faw two other gentlemen by me who were
in the fame ridiculous circumitances. Thefe had
made a foolith fivap between a couple of thick bandy
legs and two long trap-flicks that had no calves to
them. One of thefe looked like 2 man walking upon
ftilts, and was o lifted up into the air above his or-
dinary height, that his head turned round with it;
while the other made fuch awkward circles as he at-
tempted to walk, that he fearcely knew how to
move forward on his own fupporters. Obferving him
to be a pleafant kind of a fellow, I ftuck my cane in
the ground, and told him I would lay him 2 bottle of
wine that he did mot march up to it on 2 line that I
drew for him in a quarter of an hour. _
Th@

her—rgii
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The heap was at laft diftributed among the two
{exes, who made a molt piteous fight as they wan-
dered up and down under the preilure of their fe-
veral burdens. The whole plain was™filled with
murmurs and complaints, groins and lamentations.
Jupiteratlength taking compaffion on the poormortals,
ordered them a fecond time to lay down their loads,
with a defign to give every one his own again. They
difcharged themfelves with a great deal of pleafure ;
after which the phantom who had led them into
fuch grofs delufions was commanded to difappear.
There was fent in her ftead a goddefs of a quite dif-
ferent figure : her motions were fteady and compofed
and her afpe@ ferious but cheerful. She every
now and then caft her eyes towards heaven, and fixed
them upon Jupiter. Her name was Patience. She had
no fooner placed herfelf by the mount of forrows,
but, what I thought very remarkable, the whole
heap funk to fuch a degree that it did not appear a
third part fo big as it was before. She afterwards
returned every man his own proper calamity ; and
teaching him how to bear it in the moft commodious
manner, he marched off with it contentedly, being
very well pleafed that he had not been left to his own
choice as to the kind of evils which fell to his lot.

Befides the feveral pieces of morality to be drawn
out of this vifion, I learnt from it never to repine
at my own misfortunes, or to envy the happinefs of
another, fince it is impoffible for any man to form a
right judgment of his neighbour’s fufferings; for
which reafon alfo T have determined never to think
too lightly of another’s complaints, but to regard the
forrows of my fellow-creatures with fentiments of hu=
manity and compaffion.

13
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Wednefday, June 30, 1714 %,

a~ mnon
-~ o~

-

Panlatim aboleve Sicheum

Incipit, & vivo tentat pravertere amore
Fampridem refides animos defuctague corda,

Virg. An. i. ver. ¥24.

“ But he
¢ Works in the pliant bofom of the fair,
¢ And moulds her heart a-new, and blots her for-
“ mer care. ;
¢t The dead is to the living love refign’d,
¢ And all ZEneas enters in her mind.”
DrypEw.

113 Slﬂ,

AM 2 tall broad-fhouldered impudent black

. fellow, and as 1 thought, every way qualified
for a rich widow : but after having tried my for-
tune for above three years together, I have not
been able to get one fingle reli¢t in the mind. My
firft attacks were generally fuccefsful ; but always
broke off as foon as they came to the word fettle-
ment. Though I have not improved my fortune
this way, I have my experience, and have learnt
feveral fecrets which may be of ufe to thofe un-
happy gentlemen who are commonly diftinguifh-
ed by the name of widow-hunters, and who do
not know that this tribe of women are, generally
fpeaking, as much upon the catch as themfelves.
I thall here communicate to yon the myfteries of
a certain female cabal of this order, who call them-
felves the Widow-club. This club confifls of nine
experienced dames who take theiz places once a-
week round a large oval table.
“ J. Mrs. Prefident is a perfon who has difpoled
of fix hufbands, d@nd is now determined to take a
* No. s561. {eventh ;



113
1
1

L1}
L1}
(13
i
L2

“w
LG
L3
L1
13

111
bE

-
- o~

SPECTATOR. " s

feventh; being of opinion that there is as much
virtue in the touch of a feventh hufband as of a
feventh fon. Her comrades are as follow :

¢ JI. Mrs. Snapp, who has four jointures by four
different bed-fellows of four different fhires. She
is at prefent upon the point of marriage with a
Middlefex man, and is {aid to have an ambition of
extending her pofleffions through all the counties
in England on this fide the Trent.

¢ III. Mrs. Medlar; who, after two hufbands and
a gallant, is now wedded to anold gentleman of
fixty, Upon her making her report to the club
after a week’s cohabitation, fhe is {till allowed to
fit as a widow, and accordingly takes her place at
the board.

“ IV. The widow Quick married within a fort-
night after the death of her laft hufband. Her
weeds have ferved her thrice, and are fill as good
as new.

“ V. Lady Catharine Swallow. She was a widow
at -eighteen, and has fince buried a fecond hufband
and two coachmen,

¢ VI. The Lady Waddle. She was married in
the 15th year of her age, to Sir Simon Waddle,
knight, aged threefcore and twelve, by whom fhe
had twins nine months after his.deceafe. In the
s5th year of her age fhe was married to James
Spindle, Efq. a youth of one-and-twenty, who
did not out-live his honey moon. _

¢ VII. Deborah Conqueft. The cafe of this lady
is fomething particular. She is the reli& of Sir
Sampfon Conqueft, fometime juftice of the Quorum.
Sir Sampfon was feven feet high, and two feet in
breadth from the tip of one fhoulder to the other,
He had married three wives, who all of them died
in child-bed. This terrified the whole fex, who
none of them durft venture on Sir Sampfon. At

¢ length Mrs. Beborah undertook him, and gave
¢ fo good an account of him, that in three years
& time fhe very fairly laid him out, and meafured

b ' his
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his length upon the gromnd. This exploit has
gained her fo great a reputation in the club, that
they have added Sir Sampfon’s three victories to
hers, and give her the merit of a fourth widow-
hood ; -and fhe takes her place accordingly.

# VIII. The widow Wildfire, reli of Mr. John
Wildfire fox-hunter, who broke his neck over a

¢ fix-bar gate. She took his death fo much to heart,

that it was thought it. would have put an end to
her life, had fhe not diverted her forrows by re-
ceiving the addrefits of a gentleman in the neigh-
bourhood, who madé love to her in the fecond
month of her widowhood. This gentleman was °
difcarded in a fortnight for the fake of a young
Templar, who had the poffeflion of her for {ix
weeks after, till he was beaten out by a broken
officer, who likewife gave up his place to a gen-
tleman at court. ,The courtier was as thert-lived
a favourite as his predeceflors,, but had the plea-
fure to fee himfelf fucceeded' by a long feries of
lovers, who followed the widow Wildfire to the
37th year of her age, at which time there enfued
a ceflation of ten years, when John Felt ha-
berdafher, took it in his head to be in love with
her, and it is thought will very fuddenly carry
her off.
¢ IX. The laft is pretty Mrs. Runnet, who broke
her firft hufband’s heart before fhe was fixteen;
at which time fhe was entered of the club, but
foon after left it upon account of a fecond, whom
the made fo quick a difpatch of, that the returned
to her feat in lefs than a twelvemonth. This young
matron is looked upon as the moft rifing member
of the fociety, and will probably be in the pre-
fident’s chair before fhe dies.
“ Thefe ladies upon their firft inftitution re-
folved to give the piftures of their deceafed hui-
bands to the club-room ; but two of them bring-
ing in their dead at full length, they covered all
the walls. Upon which they came to a fecond re-
{folution,
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folution, that every matron fhould give her own
’ i £

% pifture, and fet it round with her hufband’s in
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miniature.
¢ As they have moft of them the misfortune to

‘be troubled with the colic, they have a noble cel-

lar of cordials and flrong waters. . When they
grow maudlin, they are very apt to commemorate
their former partners with a tear. But afk them
which of their hufbands they condﬂle, they are not
able to tell you, and difcover plainly that they do
not weep fo much for the lofs of a hufband as for

- the want of one. ,

“ The primcipal rule by which the awhole fociety
are to govern themfelves is this, to cery up the
pleafures of a fingle life upon all occafions, in or-
der to deter the reft of their {fex from marriage,
and ingrofs the whole male world to themfelves.
* They are obliged when any one makes love to
a member of the {ociety, to communicate his name ;
at which time the whole affembly fit upon his re-
putation, perfon, fortune and good humour: and
if they find him qualified for a fifter of the club,
they lay their heads together how to make him
fure. By this means they are acquainted with all
the widow-hunters about town, who often afford
them great diverfion. There is an honeft Irifh
gentleman, it feems, who knows nothing of this
fociety, but at different times has made love to
the whole club.

¢ Their converfation often turns upon their former
hufbands ; and it is very diverting to hear them
relate their feveral arts and ﬁratagcms with which
they amufed the jealous, pacified the choleric, or
wheedled the good-natured man, till at laft, ta ule
the club phrafe, ¢ They fent him ont of the houfe
with his heels foremoft.”

“ The politics which are moft cultivated by this
fociety of She-Machiavels relate chiefly to thefe
two points how to treat 2 lover, and how to ma-

nage a hufband, As for the firft fet of artifices,

“ they
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% they are too numerous to come within the com-
“ pafs of your Paper, and fhall therefore be referved
for a fecond letter.

¢ The management of a hufband is built upon the
¢ following dottrines, which are univerfally aflented
“ to by the whole club. Not to give him his head
at firft. Not to allow him too great freedoms and
¢ familiarities. Not to be treated by him like a raw
girl, but as a woman that knows the world. Not
to leflen any thing of her former figure. To ce-
lebrate the generofity or any other virtue of a
deceafed hufband, which fhe would recommend to
¢ his fucceflor. To turn away all his old friends
“ and fervants, that the may have the dear man to
¢ herfelf. To make him difinherit the undutiful chil-
# dren of any former wife. Never to be thoroughly
“ convinced of his affeftion until he has made over
¢ to her all his goods and chattels.

¢ After fo long a letter, I am, without more ce-
remony, :

-~
-

% Your humble fervant, &¢c.”

Friday, July 2, 1714 % -

Prefens, abfens ut fies. 4
& Tex. Eun. A&, 1. Se. 2.

Be prefent as if abfent.

# T T is a hard and nice fubje& for 2 man to fpeak
“ of himfelf,” fays Cowley; it grates his
¢ own heart to fay any thing of difparagement, and
* the reader’s ears to hear any thing of praife from
* him,” Let the tenor of his difcourfe be what it
will upon this fubje&, it generally proceeds from
vanity. An oftentations man will rather relate a

* No. 562, ' blundes
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blander or an abfurdity he has committed, than be
debarred from talking of his own dear perfon.

Some very great writers have been guilty of this
fault. It is obferved of Tully in particular, that his
works run very much in the firfk perfon, ahd that
he takes all occafions of doing himfelf juftice. “ Does
¢ he think,” fays Brutus,  that his confulthip de-
¢ ferves more applaufe than my putting Cefar to
¢¢ death, becaufe I am not perpetually talking of the
¢ Ides of March, as he is of the Nones of Decem-
“ ber?” I need not acquaint my learned reader, that
in the Ides of March Brutus deftroyed Cefar; and
that Cicero quafhed the confpiracy of Cataline in the
Calends of December. How fhocking foever this
grcat man’s talkmg of himfelf might have been to
his contemporaries, I muft confefs I am never better
plealed than when he is on this fubjeé. Such open-
ings of the heart give a man a thorough infight into
his perfonal charafter, and illuftrate feveral paffages
in the hiftory of his life : befides that there is fome
little pleafure in difcovering the infirmity of a great
man, and feeing how the opinion he has of himfelf
agrees with what the world entertains of him.

The gentlemen of Port-Royal, who were more
eminent for their learning and their humility than
any other in France, banifhed the way of fpeak-
ing in the firt perfon out [of all their works, as

- viling from wvain-glory and felf-conceit. To fhew
their particular averfion to it, they branded this
form of writing with the name of an egotifm ; a
figure not to be found among the ancient rhetoricians.

The moft violent egotifm which I have met with
in the courf® of my reading, is that of Cardmnl
Wolfey, Ego & Rex meus, ** I and my king;”
perhaps the moft eminent egotift that ever ap-
peared in the world, was Montaigne the author
of the celebrated effays. This lively old Gafgon
has woven all his bedily infirmities into his
works ; and after having {poken of the faults or
virtues of any ether man, immediately publithes to

. Vor, 1V., K the
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the world hiow it ftands with himfelf in that parti-
cular. Had he kept his own connfel, he might have
pafled for 2 much better man, though perhaps he
would not have been fo diverting an author. The title
" of an effay promifes perhaps a difcourfe upon. Virgil

or Julins Ceefar ; but when you look into it, you are

fare to meet with more upon Monfieur Montaigne
than of either of them. The young Scaliger, who
feems to have been no great friend to this auther,
after having acquainted the ‘world that his father
fold herrings, adds thefe words : La Grande faidaife de
Meontaigne, qui a ecrit qu’il aimoit mieus la vin blanc—
Que diable a-ton & faire de favior ce qu’il aime? “ For
“ my part,” fays Montaigne, ‘I am a great lover
¢ of your white wines.”—#* What the devil figni-
# fies it to the public,” fays Scaliger, ¢ whether he
% 15 a lover of white wines or of red wines.”

I cannot here forbear mentioning a tribe of ego-
tifts for whom I always had a mortal averfion; I

mean the authors of memoirs, who are never men-

tioned in any works but their own, and who raife
all their produdtions out of this fingle figure of
fpeech.

Moft of our modern prefaces favour very ftrongly
of the egotifm: Every infignificant author fancies
it of importance to the world to know that he writ
his book in the countrys; that he did it to pafs away
fome of his idle hours ; that it was publithed at the
importunity of his friends ; or that his natural tem-
per, ftudies or converfations direfted him to the
choice of his fubjeét.

1d populus curat feilicet. *

Such informations cannot but be highly 1mpcrovm§
to the reader,

In works of humour, efpecially when a man
writes under a fictitious perfonage, the talking of
one’s felf may give fome diverfion to the public; but
T would advife every other writer never to fpeak of

himfelf,

)
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himfelf, unlefs there be fomething very conflderable
in his chara&er ; though I am fenfible this rule will
be of little ufe in the world, becaufe there is no man
who fancies his thoughts worth publithing, that does
not look npon himfelf as a confiderable perfon.

I fhall clofe this paper with a remark upon fuch
as are egotifts in converfation. Thefe are generally
the vain or fhallow part of mankind, people being
naturally full of themfelves when they have nothing
elfe in them. There is one kind of egotifls which
is very common in the world, though I do not re-
member that any writer has taken notice of them:
I mean thofe empty conceited fellows who repeat as
fayings of their own, or fome of their particular
friends, feveral jefts which were made before they
were born, and which every one who has converfed
in the world has heard a hundred times over. A
forward young fellow of my acqumintance was very
guilty of this abfurdity : he would always be laying
a new feene for fome old piece of wit, and telling us,
that as he and Jack fuch-a-one were together, one or
t'other of them had fuch a conceit on fuch an ocea-
fion; upon which he would laugh very heartily, and
wonder the company did not join with him. When
his'mirth was over, I have often reprehended him
out of Terence, Tuumne, chlecro te, hoc diftum erat ?
wetus credidi.  But finding him fill incorrigible, and
having a kindnefs for the young coxcomb, who was
otherwife a good-natured fellow, I recommended to
his perufal the Oxford and Cambridge jefts, with

feveral little pieces of pleafantry of the fame nature.

Upon the reading of them, he was under no {mall
confufion to find that all his jokes had pafled through
feveral editions ; and that what he thought was a new
conceit, and had appropriated to his own ufe, had
appeared in print before he or his ingenious friends
were cver heard of. This had fo good an effe& upon
him, that he is content at prefent to pafs for a man

~of plain fenfe in his ordinary converfation; and is

wever facetious but when he knows his company?
K2
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Friday, July. 9, 1714 %.

Deum namque ive per omies
Termfgm, trallufque maris, celumque pngf'midum
Vire. Georg. iv. ver. 221,

For God the whole created mafs infpires;
Through heav’n, and earth, and ocean’s depths, he
throws
His influence round, and Kindles as he goes.
DryDEN,

WAS yefterday about fun-fet walking in the
open fields, until the night infenfibly fell upon
me. 1 at firlt amufed myfelf with all the richnefs
and variety of colours which appeared in the weftern
parts of heaven. In proportion as they faded away
and went out, feveral ftars and planets appeared one
after another, until the whole firmament was in a
glow. The bluenefs of the ®ther was exceedingly
heightened and enlivened by the feafon of the year,
and by the rays of all thofe luminaries that pafled
through it. The Galaxy appeared in its moft beauti-
ful white. To complete the fcene, the full moon
rofe at length in that clouded majeity which Milton
takes notice of, and cpéned to the eye a new pifture
of nature, which was more finely fhaded, and dif-
pofed among fofter lights than that -which the fun
had before difcovered to us.

As 1 was furveying the moon walking in her
brightnefs and taking her progrefs among the conftel-
lations, a thought rofe in me which I believe very
often perplexes and difturbs men of ferious and con-
templative natures. David himfelf fell into it in
that refleétion; ¢ When I confider the heavens the
¢ work of thy fingers, the moon and the flats which

* No. 565. ¢ thoy
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“ thou haft ordained ; what is man that thou art
¢ mindful of him, and the fon of man that thou
¢ regardeft him !” In the fame manner, when I
confidered that infinite hoft of ftars, or to fpeak more
philofophically, of funs, which were then fhining
upon me, with thofe innumerable fets of planets or
worlds which were ‘moving round their refpeitive
funs; when I ftill enlarged the idea, and fuppofed an-
other heaven of funs and worlds rifing {till above
this which we difcovered, and thefe {till enlightened
by a fuperior firmament of luminaries, which are
planted at fo great a diftance, that they may appear
to the inhabitants of the former as the ftars do to us;
in fhort, while I purfued this thought, T could not
but refled on that little infignificant fignre which I
myfelf bore amidft the immenfity of God’s works.
Were the fun which enlightens this part of the
creation, with all the hoft of planetary worlds that
move about him, utterly extinguifhed and annihi-
lated, they wonld not be miffed more than a grain
of fand upon the fea fhore. The fpace they poffefs
is fo exceedingly little in comparifon of the whole,
that it would fcarce make a blank in the creation,
The chafm would be imperceptible to an eye that
could take in the whole compafls of pature, and pafs
from one end of the creation to the other; as it is
poflible there may be fuch a fenfe in ourfelves here-
after, or in creatures which are at prefent more ex-
alted than ourfelves. We fee many ftars by the help
of glafles which we do not difcover with our naked
eyes ; and the finer our telofcopes are, the more {till
are our difcoveries. Huygenius carries this thought
fo far, that he does not think it impoffible there may
be ftars whofe light is not yet travelled down to us
fince their firft creation. There is no queftion but
the univerfe has certain bounds fet to it; but when
we confider that it is the work of infinite power
prompted by infinite goodnefs, with an:infinite {pace
to exert itfelf in, how can our imagination fet any
bounds to it?
To
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To return therefore to my firlt thought, T counld
not but look upon myfelf with fecret horror as a be-
ing that was not worth the {malleft regard of one
who had {6 great a work under his care and fuper-
intendency. I was afraid of being overlooked amidft
the immenfity of nature, and loft among that infinite
variety of creatures which in all probability fwarm
through all thefe immeafurable regions of matter.

In order to recover myfelf from this mortifying
thought, I confidered that it took rife from thefe
narrow conceptions which we are apt to entertain of
the divine nature. We ourfelves cannot attend to
many different objeits at the fame time. "If we are
careful to infpeét fome things, we muft of courfe ne-
gleét others. This imperfection which we obferve
in ountfelves, is an imperfection that cleaves in fome
degree to creatures of the higheft capacities, as they
are creatures ; that is, beings of finite and limited
natures. The prefence of every created being is
confined to a certain meafure of fpace, and confe-
quently his obfervation is ftinted to a certain number
of objefts. The fphere in which we move, and aét,
and underfland, is of a wider circumference to one
creature than another, according as we rife one above
another in the feale of exiftence. But the wideft of
thefe our fpheres has its circumference. When there-
fore we refleét on the divine nature, we are fo ufed
and accuftomed to this imperfeftion in ourfelves,
that we cannot forbear in fome meafure afcribing it
to him in whom there is no fhadow of imperfeétion.
Our reafon indeed affures us that his attributes are
infinite ; but the poornefs of our conceptions is fuch
that it cannot forbear fetting bounds to every thing
it contemplates, until our reafon comes again to our
fuccour, and throws down all thofe little prejudices
which rife in us unawares, and are natural to the
mind of man.

We fhall therefore utterly extinguifh this' melan~
choly thought of our being overlooked by our Ma-
ker in the multiplicity of his works and the infinity

of
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of thofe objets among which he feems to be incef-
fantly employed, if we confider in the firlt place that
he is omniprefent 5 and in the fecond that he is om-
nifcient.

If we confider him in his omniprefence, his being
pafles through, aftnates and fupports the whole
frame of nature. His creation, and every part of it,
is full of him. There is nothing he has made that
1s either fo diftant, fo little, or fo inconfiderable,
which he does not effentially inhabit. His fubftance
is within the fubftance of every being, whether ma-
terial or immaterial, and as intimately prefent to it
as that being is to itfelf. It would bean imperfec-
tion in him were he able to remove out of one place
into another, or to withdraw himfelf from any thing
he has created, or from any part of that {pace which

- is diffufed and fpread abroad to infinity. In fhort,

to fpeak of him in the language-of the old philofo-
pher, heisa bemg whofe centre is ewerywherc, and
his circumference nowhere.

In the fecond place, he is omnifetent ag’ well as
omniprefent. His emnifcience indeed neceflarily and
naturally flows from his omnlprefence he cannot
but be confcious of every motion that arifes in the
whole material world, which he thus effentially per-
vades ; and of every thought that is ftirring in the
intelleftual world, to every part of which he is thus
intimately united. Several moralifts have coafidered
the creation as the Temple of God, which he has
built with his own hands, and which is filled with
his prefence. Others have confidered ifinite fpace
as the receptacle, or rather the habitation of the Al-
mighty. But the nobleft.and moft exalted way of
confidering this infinite {pace is that of Sir Ifaac
Newton, who calls it the Senforium of the Godhead.
Brutes and men have their fenforiala, or little fenfori-
ums, by which they apprehend the prefence and per-
ceive the aftions of a few objeéts that lie contiguous
to them. Their knowledge and obfervation turn
within a very narrow circle, But as God Almighty

cannot
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cannot but perceive and know every thing in‘which
he refides, infinite fpace gives room to infinite know-
‘ledge, and is as it were an organ to omniftience.
Were the foul feparate from the body, and with
one glance of thought fhould ftart beyond the bounds
of the creation ; fhould it for millions of years con-
tinue its progrefs through infinite fpace with the fame
altivity, it would {1l find itfelf within the embrace
of its creator, and encompaffed round with the im-
menfity of the Godhead. While we are in the body,
he is not lefs prefent with us, becaufe he is con-
cealed from us. ¢ O that I knew where I might
“ find him !” fays Job. ¢ Behold I go forward,
¢ but he is noti there ; and backward, but I cannot
¢t perceive him: on the left hand where he does
¢ worl, but I cannot behold him: he hideth him-
¢ felf on the right hand that I cannot fee him.”? In
thort, reafon as well as revelation affures us, that he

cannot be abfent from us, notw:thitandmg he is un--

difcovered by us.

In this confideration of God Almighty’s omnipre-
fence and ommilcience, every uncomfortable thought
vanithes. He cannot but regard every thing that has
‘being, efpecially fuch of his creatures who fear they

are not regarded by him. © He i1s privy to all their

thoughts, and to that anxiety of heart in particular
which is apt to trouble them on this occafion: for
as it is impoflible he fhould overlook any of his crea~
tures; {o we may be confident that he regards with
an eye of mercy thofe who endeavour to recommend
themfelves to his notice, and in an unfeigned humi-
lity of heart think themfelves unworthy that he
fhould be mindful of them.
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fa:zpz’:u cfzrmr fruflratur: brme: B
- Vire. ZEn.vi. ver. 493.:

The we:nk voice deceives their ga.fpmg thibats;
DrypEN

HAVE reteived private advice from fume of my

correfpondents; cthat if T would give my Paper a
general run; I thould take care: to feafon it ‘with{ican-
dal: © I have indeed obferved of late, that few writ=
ings fell which areinot filled with: great names and
iiluftrious titles..» The reader generally cafts his eye
upon a new book ; and if he finds feveral letters fe=
parated from ofe: caitiohen by a dafh, he buys it up,
and perufes it with great. fatisfaijon. - An M and an
hy; a T and an: =, with athort  line between  them,
has fold many infipid pamphlets<: Nay, I have known
a whole edition go off by .virtue.of two or three
well-written fce———"s, 1 L,

A fprinkling of" the word’ faé?:m, Frenchman; pas
pifty plunderer; andithe like fignificant terms, in-an
Italic charaéter, have alfo a very ‘good effect upon the
eye of the purchafer; not to mention feribbler, liary
vogue, rafcal, knave and t-n'flai::, without which it is
impoflible to carry on a modern controverfy.

Our party-writers are fo fenfible of the fecret vir-
tae of an innuends to. recommend their produétions,
that of late they never mention the Q——n or
P——t at length, though they ipeak of them with
honour, and with that deference which is due to them
from every private perfon. It gives a fecret fatisfac-
tion to a perufer of thofe myfterious works that he
is able to decipher them’ without help, and by the

Vo, IV. L {trength
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firength of his own natural parts to fill up a blank
fpace, or make ont a word that has only the firft or
Iaft Tetter to 1t.

Some of cur authors indeed, when they would be
more fatirical than ordinary, omit only the vowels
of a great man’s name, and fall moft unmercifully
upon all the confonants. This way of writing was
firft of ell introduced by T—m Br—wn, of facetious
memory ; who, after having gutted a proper name
of all its mtermediate: vowels, ufed to plant it in his
works, and make as free with it as he pleafed with-
out any danger of the flatute.

That I may imitate thefe celebrated authors, and
publifh a Paper which fhall be more taking than or-
dinary, I have here drawn up a very curious libel,
in which a reader of penetration will find a great
deal of concealed fatire, and if he be acquainted with
the prefent pofture of affairs, will eafily difcover the
meaning of it.

 If there are four perfons in the nation who en-
¢ deavour to bring all things into confufion, 2nd ruin
‘¢ their native country, I think every honeft Eng-
¢ l-thm-n ought to be upon his guard. That there
“ are fuch, every one will agree with me who hears
“ me name ***, with his firlt friend and favourite
. ¥x% not to mention *** mor ***,  Thefe people
“ may ery ch=—-rch, ch—rch, as long as they pleafe ;
“ but, to make ufs of a homely proverb, ¢ The
¢ proof of the p-dd-ng is in the eating.” ThisIam
“ fure of, that if a certain prince fhould concur with
¢ a certain prelate, (and wehave Monfieur Z n’s
* word for it) our pofterity would be in a f{weet
¢ p—ckle. Muft the Britifh nation fuffer, for-
“ footh, becaufe my Lady Q-p-t-s has been difob-
“ liged®» Or is it reafonable that our Englifh fleet,
“ which ufed to be the terror -of the ocean, fhould
“ lie wind-bound for the fake of a —2? I love
“ to fpeak out and declare my mind clearly when I
“ am talking for the good of my country. I will
“ pot make my court to an ill man though he were
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Yl y or a T-———1t. Nay I would uot flick
€ to call fo wretched a politician, a traitor, an ene-
¢ my to his country, and a bl-nd-rb-fs, &ec. &e.’?

The remaining part of this poetical treatife, which
is written after the manner of the celebrated authors
in Great-Britain, I may communicate to the public
at a more couyenient {eafon. In the mean while I
{hall leave this with my curious reader, as fome in.
genious writers do, their enigmas; and if any faga-
cious perfon can fairly unriddle it, I will print his
explanation, and if he pleafes, acquaint the world
with his name.

I hope this fhort effay will convince my readers,
it is not for want of abilities that I avoid ftate tracts;
and that if I would apply my mind to it, I might in
a little time be as great a mafter of the political
fcratch as any the moft eminent writers of the age.
I fhall only add, that in order to outfhine all this mo-
dern race of Syncopifls, and thoroughly contentmy
Englifh reader, I intend fhortly to publith a Speta-
tor that fhall not haye a fingle vowel in it.

Friday, July 16, 1714 *.

s Dum vecitas, incipit ¢ffe tuus. .
; Mart. Epig. i. 39:

Reciting makes it thine. $
WAS yefterday in a coffechoufe not far from
the Royal Exchange; where 1 obferved three
perfons in clofe conference over a pipe of tobacco ;
npon which, having filled one for my own ufe, I
lighted it at the little wax-candle that ftood before
them; and after having thrown in two or three whiffs
amongft them, fat down and made one of the com-
pany. I need not tell my reader, that lighting 2
* No. 568. L2 man's
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man’s pipe at the fame candle is looked upon by bro~
ther fmolérs as an overture to converfatidn and friend-
thip. -As we here 1aid 6ur heads together in a very
amicable manner, being entrenched under.a cloud of
our own raifing, I took up the laft Speétator, and
cafting my~eye over it, * The Speftator,” fays I,
& is very witty to-day ;” upon which a lufty lethar-
gic old gentleman, who fat at the upper end of the
table, having gradually blown out of his mouth a
great deal of finoke, which he had been colleéting
forfome time before, * Ay,” fays he, *“ more wit-
¢ ty than wife I am afraid.” His neighbour, who
fat at his right hand, immediately coloured, and be-
ing ah angry politician, lade down his pipe with fo
much wrath that he broke it in the middle, and by
that meéans furnifhed me with a tobacco-flopper. I
took it up very fedately, and looking him full in the
face,-made ufeof it fiom time to time-all the while
he'was fpeaking ; ¢ This fellow,” fays he, ¢ cannot
¢ for his life keep out of politics. Do you fee how
¢ he abufes four great men here?” I fixed my eye
very attentively on the Paper, and afked him if he
meant thofe who were reprefented by afterilks,
* Afterifks,” fays he, ¢ do you call them? they
¢ are all of them ftars, He might as well have put
¢ garters to them. Then pray do but mind the
“ two or three next lines; ch-ch and p-dd-ng in the
. {ame fentence ! Our clergy are wvery much be~
 holden to him.” Upon this the third gentleman,
who was of a mild difpofition, and, as I found, a
whig in his heart, defired him not to be too fevere
upon the Spectator neither ; ¢ for,” fays he, ** you
¢ find he is very cautious of giving offence, and has
¢ therefore put two dathes into his pudding.” ¢ A
“ fig for his dath,” fays the angry politician, = « Jn
“ his next fentence he gives a plain ianuendo, that

¢ our pofterity will be in a fweet p-ckle., What

t does the fool mean by his pickle? . Why does he
:‘ not write it at length if he means honeftly 32 ¢ |
i)

* have réad over the whole paffage,” fays I; « but
‘¥ ook
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# 1 Jook upon the parenthefis ‘in the belly of it to
“* be the moft dangerous part, and as full 'of infinua~
“ tion as it can hold. “ But who,” fays 1, “ is my
“ Lady Q-p-t-s?” % Aye, anfwer that if you can,
 Sir,” fays the furious ftatefman to the poor whig
that fat over againft him. But without giving him
time to reply, “ 1 do affure you,” fays he, * were
“ I my Lady Q:p-t-5, I would fuchim for fandalum
“ magnatum. What is the world come to! Muft
“ every body be allowed to—" "'He had. by this
time filled 2 new pipe, and applying it to his lips,
when we expetted the laft word of his fentence, put
us off with'a whiff of tobacéo ;” which he redoubled
with fo much tage and trepidation, that he had al-
moft {tifled the whole company. After a thort paufe,
1 owned that I thought the Spetator had gone too
far in writing fo many letters of the Lady Q-p-t-s’s
name’; but *“ however,” fays I, ¢ he has made a
¢ little amends for it in his next fentence, where he
¢ leaves a blank {pace without fo much as a cenfo-
¢ pant to digeCt us. I mean,” fays I, * afterthofe
¢ words 3 ¢ The fleet that ufed to be the terror of
¢ the ocean thould be wind-bound for the fake of
¢ a —— 3 after which enfues a chalm that in my
¢ opinion looks modeft enough.” ¢ Sir,” fays my
antagonift, ¢ you may eafily know his meaning by
‘ his gaping ; I fuppofe he defigns his chafm, as you
< call 1t, for an hole to creep out at ; but 1 believe
“ it will hardly ferve his turn. 'Who can endure to
¢ fee the great officers of ftate, the B-y’s and T-ts
¢ treated after fo fcurrilous a manner ?”’ % I can’t
“ for my life,” fays I, * imagine who they are the
‘ Spectator means.” ¢ No ! fays he, ¢ your hum-
‘ ble fervant, Sir!” Upon which he flung himfelf
back in his chair after a contemptuous manner, and
fmiled upon the old lethargic gentleman on his left
hand, who I found was his great admirer. The whig
however had begun to conceive a good-will towards
me, and {eeing my pipe out, very generouily offered
e the ufe of his box ; but I declined it with great

civility,
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civility, being obliged to meet a friend about that
time in another quarter of the city.

At my leaving the coffechonfe, I could not forbear
refle®ing with myfelf upon that grofs tribe of fools
who may be termed the over-wife, and upon the
difficulty of writing any thing in this cenforious age
which a2 weak head may not conftrue into private fa-
tire and perfonal reflection.

A man who Has a good nofe at an innuendo, fmells
treafon and fedition in the molt innocent words that
can be put together, and never fees a vice or folly
fligmatized, but finds éut one or other of his ac-
quaintance pointed at by the writer. I remember an
empty pragmatical fellow in the country, who, upon
reading over * The whole Duty of Man,” had writ-
ten the names of feveral perfons in the village at the
fide of every fin which is mentioned by that excellent
authior; fo that he had converted one of the beft
books in the world into a libel againft the ’fquire,
churchwardens, overfeers of the poor, and all other
the moft confiderable perfons in the parith. This
book, with thefe extraordinary marginal notes, fell
accidentally into the hands of one who had never
{een it before ; upon which there arofe a current re-
port that fomebody had written a book againft the
*{quire and the whole parifh. The minifter of the
place having at that time a controver{y with fome of
his congregation npon the account of his tithes, was
under fome fufpicion of being the author, until the
good man fet his people right, by fhewing them that
the fatirical paffages might be applied to feveral o-
thers of two or three neighbouring villages, and that
the book was written againft all the finners in Eng-
land.
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Monday, July .'1-9-, 1714%,

Reges dicuntur multis urgere culullis
Lt torquere mero, quem perfpexiffe laborent,
An fit amicitia dightis ——————
Hog. Ars Poet. ver. 434.

¢ Wife were the kings, who never chofe a friend,

¢ "T1ll with full cups they had unmafk’d his foul,

¢ And feen the bottom of his deepeft thoughts”® |
Roscommox.

'O vices are fo incurable as thofe which men are

‘apt to 'glory in. One would wonder how
drunkennefs thould have the good luck to be of this
number. Anacharfis being invited to 2 drinking«
match at Corinth, demanded the prize very hu-
mouroully, becaufe he was drunk before any of the reft
of the company ; for, fayshe, when we run a race,
he who arrives at the goal firft is entitled to the re-
ward : on the contrary, in this thirflty generation,
the honour falls upon him who'carries off the great-
eft quantity of liquor, and knocks down the reft of
the company. I was the other day* with honeft
Will Funnell the Weft-Saxon, who was reckoning
up how much liquor had paffed through him in the
laft twenty years of his life, which, according to his
computation, amounted to twenty-three hoglheads.
of October, four tons of port, half a kilderkin of
fmall beer, nineteen barrels of cyder, and three glafles
of champagne ; belides which, he had afflifted at four
hundred bowls of punch, not to mention fips, drams,
and whets without number. I queftion not but every
reader’s memory will fuggeft to him feveral ambi-
tious young men, who are as vain in this particular
* Ne. 569. as
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as Will Funnell, and can boaft of as glorions e%«
ploits.

Our modern philofophers obferve, that there is &
general decay of moifture in'/the gtobe of the earth.
This they chiefly aferibeto the growth of vegetables,
which incorporate into their own fubftance many fluid
bodies that never réturn: again to.their former na-
ture: but, with fubmiffion; they ought to throw into
their account thofe innumerable rational beings which
fetch their nourifhment chiefly out of liquids ; efpe-
cially when we confider that men, compared with
their fe]low—creatures, drmk much more than comes
to their fhare.

But however h:ghly this tribe of people may think
of themfelves, a drunken man is a greater monfter
than any that is to be found among 2ll the creatures
which God has made ; as indeed there is no charaéter
which appears more defpicable and deformed in the
eyes of all reafonable perfons, than that of a drunkard.
Bonofus, one of our own countrymen, who was ad-

dicted to this vice, having fet up for a fhare in the

Roman empire, and being defeated in 2 great battle,
banged himfelf. When he was feen by the army in
this melanchoely fituation, notwithftanding he had be-
haved himfelf very bravely, the common jeft was,
that the thing they faw hanging upon the tree before

them, was not a man, .but a bottle.
This vice has very. fatal effeéts on the mind, the
body and fortune of the perfon who is devoted to it.
In regard to the mind, it firft of all dilcovers every
flaw in it. The fober' man by the ftrength of reafon
may keep under and fubdue every wvice or folly to
which he is moft inclined ; but wine makes every
latent {eed fprout up in the foul, ‘and fhew itfelf; 1t
gives fury to the paflions, and force to thofe Db}e&s
which are apt to produce them. When a young fel-
low complained to an old philofopher that his wife
was not handfome, ¢ Put lefs water in your wine,”
fays the philofopher, “ and you will quickly make
* her fo.” Wine heightens indifference into love,
love

—
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love into jealoufy, and jealoufly into madnefs. It
oftens turns the good-natured man into an idiot, and
the choleric into an affafiin : It gives bitternels to
" refentment ; it makes vanity infupporteble ; and dif-
plays every little fpot of the foul in its utmoﬂ: de-
formity.

Nor does this vice only betray the hldden faults
of a man, and fhew them in the moft adious colours;
but often occafions faults to which he is not natural-
ly fubjeét. There is more of turn than of truth in
a faying of. Seneca, that drunkennefs does not pro-
-duce but difcover fanits. Common experience teaches
the contrary. Wine throws a man out of himlfelf,
and infufes qualities into the mind which fhe is a
firanger to in her {ober moments. The perfon you
converfe with, after the third bottle is not the fame
man who at firft fat down at'table with you. Upon
this maxim is ‘founded one of the pretticit fayings I
ever met with, which is aferibed to Publius Syrus,
Qui ebrium ludificat, ledit abfentem : ¢ He who jefts
¢ upon a man that is drunk, injures the abfent.”

Thus does' drunkesnels a& in a direé contradie-
tion to reafon, whofe bufinefs it is to clear the mind
of every vice which is erept into it, and to guard it
againft all the approaches of any that endeavours to
make its entrance. Butibefides thefe ill effeéts which
this vice produces in the perfon who is aftyally un-
der its durmnmn, it has alfo a bad influences on the
mind even in its fober moments; as it infenfibly
weakens the underftanding, impairs the memory, and
makes thofe faults habitual which are produced by
frequent excefles. .

1 fhould now proceed to fhew the il effects which
this vice has on the bodies and fortunes of men;
but thefe I fhall referve for the fubjeét of fome fu-
ture Paper. '

Yor. IV. M
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Friday, July 23, 1714.%. »

—— Celum quid querimus ultra ?
' Lue.

¢ What feek we beyond heaven?”?

S the work I have engaged in will net pnly

confit of papers of humour and learning,

but of feveral effays moral and divine, 1 {hall pub-
lith the following one, which is founded on a former
Spettator, and fent me by a particular friend, not

queftioning but it will pleafe fuch of my readers as
think it no difparagement to their underftandings to

give way fometimes to a ferious thought,

£ SIR,

your paper of Friday the gth. inflant, you !
had occafion to confider the ubiquity of the !

Godhead, and at the fame time to fhew, that as '
he is prefent to every thiug, he cannot but be at-

tentive to every thing, and privy to all the modes

and parts of its exiflence: or, in other words, |
that his omnifcience and omniprefence are co-ex- ,'
iftent, and run together through the whole infini~ °

tude of fpace. 'This confideration might furnifh

us with many incentives to devotion, and motives

to morality ; but as this fubjeét has been handled

by feveral excellent writers, I fhall confider it in

a light wherein I have not feen it placed by

others.

¢ Firft, How difconfolate is the condition of an
intelle&tual beillg who is thus prefent with his

maker, but at the fame time receives no extra-
ordinary benefit or advantage from this his pre-

fence,

# No. 571, “ Becondly,




SPECIATOR, '.91;

e Secondly, How deplorable is the condition of
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an intelle@tual being who feels no other effeéts
from this his prefence but fuch as proceed fidm
divine wrath and indignation !

¢ Thirdly, How happy is the condition of that
intelle@ual being who is fenfible of his maker’s
prefence from the fecret effects of his mercy and
loving-kindnefs !—Firft, How difconfolate is the
condition of an intelleftual being who is thus

¢ prefent with his maker, but at the fame time re-

ceives no extraordinary benefit or advantage from
this his prefence ! Every particle of matter is ac-
tuated by this almighty being which pafles througlh
it. The heavens and the earth, the ftars and pla-
nets move and gravitate by virtue of this great
principle within them. All the dead parts of na-
ture are invigorated by the prefence of their cre-
ator, and made capable of exerting their refpective
qualities. The feveral inftinéts in the brute crea-
tion do likewife operate and work towards the
feveral ends which are agreeable to them by this
divine energy. Man only, who does not co-oper-
ate with this holy fpirit, and is unattentive to his
prefence, receives none of thofe advantages from
it which are perfe&ive of his nature, and neceflary
to his well-being. The divinity is with him, and
in him, and every where about him, but of no
advantage to him. It is the fame thing to a man
without religion, as if there were no God in the
world. It is indeed impollible for an: infinite be-
ing to remove himfelf from any of his creatures;
but though he cannot withdraw his eflence from
us, which would argue an imperfetion in him,
he can withdraw from us all the joys and confola-
tions of it. His prefence may perhaps be neceflary

to fupport us in our exiftence ; but he may leave

this our exiftencc to itfelf with Tegard to its hap-
'pmefs or mifery. For in this {fenfe, he may caft
us away from his prefence, and take his hely {pi-
rit from us. This fingle confideration one would

M2 ¢ think
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think fufficient to make us open cur.hearts to alf

“thofe infufions of joy and gladnefs which are fo

near at hand, and ready to be poured in upon us;
efpecially when we confider, fecondly, the de-
plorable condition of an intelle€tual being who
feels'no other eflefts from his maker’s prefence
but fuch as proceed from divine wrath and indig-
nation.

“ We may aflure ourlelves, that the great author

¢ of nature will not always be as one who is indif-

ferent to any of his ereatures. ' Thofe who will
not feel him in his ¥sve, will be fure at length to
feel him in his difpleafure. _And how dreadful is
the condition of that creature who is only fenfible
of the being of his creator by what he fuffers from
himi: He'is as effentially prefent in hell as in hea-
ven ; but the inhabitants of the former hehold
him only in wrath, and fhrink within the flames
to.cenceal themfelves from him. It is not in the
power of imagination to conceive the fearful ef-
feéks of omnipotence incenfed.

¢ But I fhall enly confider the wretchednefs of an
intelle@ual being who in this life lies under the'
difpleafure of him that 4t all times and in’ all

¢ places is intimately united with him. He 1s able

to difquiet the foul, and vex itin all its faenlties.
He can hinder any of the greateflt comforts of life
from refrefhing us, and give an edge to every one
aof its fligheft calamities. Who then can bear the
thought of being an outcaft from his prefence ;
that is, from the comforts of it; or of feeling it
anly in its terrors ? How pathetic is that expoftu-
Iation of Job, when for the trial of his patience
Le was made to look upon himfelf in this deplor-
able condition! ¢ Why haft thou fet me as a mark
againft thee, fo that I am become a burden to my-
felf?—But thirdly, How happy is the condition of
that intelleGtual being who 1s fenfible of his mak-
er’s prefence from the fecret effe®s of his mercy
and loving-kindnefs, a4
% Thea
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% The bleffed in heaven beliold him face to face;
that is, are as fenfible of his prefence as we are of
the prefence of any perfon whom we look mpon
with our eyes. There is doubtlefs a faculty in
fpirits, by which they apprehend one another as
our fenfes do material objedts ; and there is no
queftion but our fouls, when they are difembodied or
placed in glorified bodies, will by this faculty,
in *whatever part of fpace they refide, be always
fenfible of the divne prefence. 'We, who have
this veil " of fleth ftanding between us and the
world of {pirits, muft be content to know that the
fpirit of God is prefent with us, by the effedls
which he produces in us. Our outward fehfes are
too grofs'to apprehend him: we may, however,
tafte and fee how gracious he is, by his influence
upon cur minds; hy thofe virtuous - thoughts
which he awakens in us ; by thofe fecret ccmfmta
and refrefhments which hc conveys into our fouls;
and by thofe ravilhing joys and inward fatisfac-

tions which are perpetually {pringing up and dif-
fuling themfelves among all the thoughts of good
men. He is lodged in our very eflence, and is as
a foul within the foul to irradiate its underftand-
ing, rettify its will, purify its paffions, and en-
liven all the powers of man.  How happy there-

fore is an intelle&ual being, who, by prayer and

meditation, by virtue and good worlss, opens this
communication between God and his own foul ¥
Though the whole creation frowns npon him, and
all nature Igoks black about him, he has his light
and fupport within him, that are able to cheer his
mind and bear him up in the midft of all thofe
horrors which encompafs him. He knows that his
helper is at hand, and is always nearer to him than
any thing elfe can be which is capable of annoying

or teulfymc him. In the midit of calumny or con-

tempt, he attends to that being who whifpers bet-

¢ ter things within his foul, and whom he looks

upon asbh;s defender, his glory, and the lifter up

s of
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of his head. In his deepeft folitude and retive~
ment he knows that he 1s in company with the
greateft .of beings, and perceives within himfelf
fuch real fenfations of his prefence as ‘are more
delightful than any thing that can be met with in
the converi'ati_on of his creatures. Even in the
hour of death, he confiders the pains of his, diffo-
lution to be notmrg elfe but the breaking down
of that rﬁrtru,n which flands betwixt hise foul
and the fight of that being who is. always prefent
with him, and is about to manifeft itfelf to him
in fulnels of joy.

¢ If we would be thus happy, and thus fenfible of
our maker’s prefence, from the fecret effeéls of
mercy and goodnefs, we muft keep fuch a watch
over all aur thoughts, that, in the ln.nguage of the
feripture, his foul may have pleafure in us. We
muft take care not to grieve his holy fpirit, and
endeavour to make the meditations of our hearts
always acceptable in his fight, that he may delight
thus to refide and dwell in us. The light of na-
ture could direét Seneca to this dotrine, in a
very remarkable paflage among his epiftles: Sacer
ineft in nobis fpivitus bonorum wmialorumgue cuffos &
obfervator, & quemadmodum nos illum traflamus, ita
& ille nos. ¢ There is a holy {pirit refiding in us,
who watches and obferves both good and evil men,

and will treat us after the fame manner that we
treat him.” ButI fhall conclude this difcourfe
with thofe more emphatical words in divine re-
velation: ¢ If 2 man love me, he will keep my
words ; and my father will love him, and we will
come unto him, and make our abode with him.”

U aBare |

e
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Friday, July 30, 1714%.

Non poflidentem multa vocaveris

Reéte beatum ; velftius veccupat

o Nonten beati, qui deorum
Muneribus fapienter uti,

Duramgue callet pauperiem pati.

Hor. Od. ix. L. 4. ver. 45.

Believe not thofe that lands poflels,
And fhining heaps of ufelefs ore,
The only lords of happinefs ;

But rather thofe that know

For what kind fates beftow,
And have the art to ufe the ftore:
Yhat have the generous fkill to bear
The hated weight of poverty.

CRrEECH.

WAS once engaged in difcourfe with a Roficru-
cian about ¢ the great fecret.”” As this kind

of men (I mean thofe of them who are not profefled
cheats) are over-run with enthufiafm and philefphy,
it was very amufing to hear this religious adept de-
{canting on his pretended difcovery. He talked of
the fecret as of a Ipirit which lived within an emerald,
and converted every thing that was near it to the
higheft perfeftion it was capableof. It gives alufire,
fays he, to the fun, and water to the diamond. It
irradiates every metal, and enriches lead with all the
properties of gold. It heightens fmoke into flame,
flame into light, and light into glory. He further
added, that a fingle ray of it diffipates pain, and care,
and melancholy, from the perfon on whom it falls.
In fhort, fays he, its prefence naturally changes every
place into a kind of heaven. After he had gone on
* No. 574+ for
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for fome time in this unintelligible cant,’I found that
he jumbled natural and moral ideas together in the
fame difcourfe, and that his great fecret was nothing
elfe but Content.

This virtue does indeed produce in fome mealure
all thofe effe@ts which the alchemift ufually afcribes
to what he calls the philofopher’s ftone ; aud if it
does not bring riches, it does the fame thing by’ ba-
nithing the defire of them. If it cannot remove the
difquietudes arifing out of a man’s mind, body, or
fortune, it makes him ealy under them. It Itas in-
deed a kindly influence on the foul of man, in re-

{peét of every being to whom he ftands related. It

cxtinguithes all murmur, repining and ingratitude
towards that being who has allotted him his part to
aét in this world. It deftroys all inordinate ambi-

tion, and every tcndc:ncy to currupnon with regard :

to the community wherein he is placed. It gives
fweetnefs to his converfatian, ‘and a perpetual ﬁ:iemty
to 21l his thoughts.

Among the many methods which might be made
ufe of for the acquiring of this virtue, I fhall only
mention the two following. Firft of all, 2 man thould
always confider how much he has more than he wants:
and fecondly, how much mere unhappy he might be
than he really is.

Firfk of all, 2 man fhould always confider. how
much he has more than he wants. . I am wonderful-
iy pleafed with the reply which Ariftippns made to
one who condoled him wpon the lofs of a farm:
“ Why,” faid he, * 1 have three farms flall, and
¢ you have but one ; fo that I ought rather to be
¢ affli&ted for you, than you for me.” On the con-
trary, foolith men are more apt to confider what they
have loft than what they poflefs, and to fix theireyes
‘upon thofe who are richer than themfelves, rather
than on thofe who are under greater difficulties. All
the real pleafures and conveniences of life lie ina
narrow compafs ; but it is the humour of mankind
to he always looking forward, and firaining after one

who

.
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who has got the ftart of them in wealth and honour.
For this reafon, as there are none can be properly call-
ed rich who have not more than they want, there are

- few rich men in any of the politer nations but among

the middle fort of people, who keep their withesalways
within their fortunes, aud have more wealth than they
know how to enjoy. Perfons of a higher rank live at
beft in a kind of {plendid poverty, and are perpetual-
ly wanting ; becanfe, inftead of acquiefcing in the folid
pleafures of life, they endeavour to outvie one another
in fhadows and appearances.” Men of fenfe have at all
times beheld with a great deal of mirth this filly game
that is continually playing over their heads, and,
by contratting their defires, enjoy all that fecret fa-
tisfaction which others are always in queft of. The
truth is, this ridiculous chace after i 1magnary plea-

fures cannot be fufficiently expoled, as it is the great

fource of ‘thole evils which generally undo a na ation.
Let 3 _man’s eftate be what it will, he is a poor man
if he does not live within it, and naturaﬂy fets him-
felf to fale to any one who can give him his price.
‘When Pittacus, after the death of his brother, who
had left him a good eftate, was offered a great fum
of money by the king of Lydia, he thanked him for
his kindnefs, but told him he had already more by
half than he knew what to do with. In fhort, con-
tent is equivalent to wealth, and luxury to poverty ;

. or, to,give the thought a more agreeable turn, * Con-
¢ tent 1s natural wealth,” fays Socrates; to which

T fhall add, * Luxury is artificial poverty.” I fhall
therefore recommend to the confideration of thofe
who are always aiming after fuperfluons and imagin-
ary enjoyments, and will not be at the trouble of
contratting their defires, an excellent faying of Bion
the ' philofopher ; namely, “ That no man has fo
¢ much care as he who endeavours after. the moft
¢ happinefs.”

In the fecond place, every one ought to refle& how

_ much more unhappy he might be than he really is.

‘The former confideration took in gll thofe who are
Vor. IV. N fufficiently
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fufficiently praﬂd“ﬁ with the means to make them-
felves eafy ; this regasds fuch as a@ually lie under
fome preflure or misfortune. Thefe may receive
great alleviation from fuch a comparifon as the un-
happy perfon may make between himfeif and others,
or between the pusfortunes which he fuffers and
greater misfortunes which might have befallen him.

I like the ftory of the honeft Dutchman, who,
upon breaking his leg by a fall from the main-maft,
told the ftanders-by, it was a great mercy that it was
not his neck. To which, fince T am got into quo-
tations, give me leave to add the faying of an old
philofopher, who, after having invited fome of his
friends to dine with him, was ruffled by his wife
that came into the room in a paflion, and threw down
the table that ftood before them: * Every one,” fays
hie, * has his calamity ; and he is a happy man that
¢ has no greater than this.”” We find an inftance to
the fame purpofe in the life of Doftor Hammond,
written by Bifhop Fell. As this good man was
troubled with a complication of diftempers; when he
had 'the gout upon him, he ufed to thank God that
it was not the ftone; and when he had the ftcne,
that he had not both thefe diftempers on him 4t the
fame time.

I cannot conclude this effay withont obferving,
that there never was any {yftem befides that of Chri-
ftanity which could effe@ually produce in ‘the mind
of man the virtue I"have been hitherto fpeakmg of.
In order to make us content with our prefent condi-
tion, many of the ancient philofophers tell us that
our difcontent only hurts ourfelves, without being
able to make any alteration in our circumftanees ;
others, ‘that whatever evil befals us is derived to us
by a fatal neceflity, to which the gods themfelves
are fubje&t ; while others very gravely tell the man
who is miferable, that it is neceffary he fhould be fo
to keep up the harmony of the univerfe; and that the
“fcheme of Providence would be troubled and per-
verted were he otherwife. Thefe and the like con-

fiderations
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Siderations rather filence than fatisfy a man. They
may fhew him that his dilcontent is unreafonable ;
but are by no means fufficient to rclieve it. They
rather give defpair than confolation. In a word, 2
man might reply to one of thefe comforters as Au-
guftus did to his friend who advifed him not ta grieve
for the death of a perlon whom he loved, becaufe
his grief could not fetch him again: “ It is for that
“ very reafon,” faid the emperor, ¢ that I grieve.”

On the contrary, religion bears a more tender re-
gard to human nature. It prefcribes to every mifer~
able man the means of bettering his conditien ; nay,
it fhews him that the bearing of his aflliftions as he
ought to do will naturally end in_ the removal of
them: it makes him eafy here, becaufe it can make
him happy hereafter.

Upon the whole, a contented mind is the greateft
blefling 2 man can enjoy in this world ; and if in the
prefent life his happinefs arifes from the fubduing of
his defires, it will arife in the next from the gratifi-
cation of them.

Monday, Auguft 2, 1714%*

———Nec morti effe locum
Vire. Georg. iv. ver. 226.

No room is left for death.
Dryney.

ALEWD young fellow feeing an aged hermit ge
by him barefoot, « Father,” fays he, *“ you
+ are in a very miferable condition if there is not
< another world.,” ¢ True, {on,” faid the hermit ;
“ but what is thy condition if there is?” Manis a
creature defigned for two different flates of being, or
zather for two different lives. His firft life is fhort
* No. 575 N 2 and
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and tranfient ; his fecond permanent and lafting. The

queltion we are all concerned in is this; in which of
thefe two lives is it our chief intereft to make our-
{elves happy ? or, in other words, whether we fhould
endeavour to fecure to ourlelves the pleafures and
gratifications of a life which is uncertain and preca-
rious, and at its utmoft length of a very inconfider-
able duration; or to fecure to ourfelves the pleafures
of a life which is fixed and fettled, and will never
end? Every man, upon the firft hearing of this
queftion, knows very well which fide of it he ought
to clofe with. But however right we are in theory,
it is plain that in pra&tice we adhere to the wrong
fide of the queftion. We make provifions for this
life as though it were never to have an end, and for
the other life as though it were never to have a be-
ginning. ;

Should a fpirit of fuperior rank, who 1s a ftran-
ger to human nature, accidentally alight upon the
earth, and take a furvey of its inhabitants; what
wonld his notions of us be? Would he not think
that we are a fpecies of beings made for quite dif-
ferent ends and purpofes than we really are? Muft
not he imagine that we were placed in this werld

to get riches and honours ? Would he not think that

it was our duty to toil after wealth, and ftation, and
title ? Nay, would he not believe we were forbidden
poverty by threats of cternal punifhment, and enjoin-
ed to purfie our pleafures under pain of damnation?
He would certainly imagine that we were influenced
by a fcheme of duties quite oppofite to thofe which
are indeed prefcribed to us. And truly, according
to fuch an imagination, he mufl conclude that weare
a {pecies of the moft obedient creatures in the uni-
verfe; that we are conftant to our duty; and that
we keep a fleady eye on the end for which we were
fent hither. :
Buthow great would be his aftonifhment when he
Jearned that we were beings not defigned to exift in
this world above threefcore and ten years ; and that
: the

II—————————
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the greateft part of this buly fpecies fall fhort even
of that age ? > How. would he be loft -in horror and
-admiration, when he fhould know that this fet of
creatures, who lay ont all their endeavours for this
life, which fcarce deferves the name of exiftence ;
when, I fay, he fhould know that this fet of crea-
tures are to exift to all eternity in another life, for
which they make no preparations? Nothing can be
a greater difgrace to reafon, than that men who are
perfuaded of thefe two different ftates of being fhould
be perpetually employed in providing for a life of
threefcore ‘and ten years, and negletting to make
provifion for that which after many myriads of years
“will be ftill new and ftll beginning ; efpecially when
we confider that our endeavours for mal;ing eurfelves
great or rich, or honourable, or whatever elfe we
place our happinefs in, may after all P unfuc-
cefsful ; whereas if we conflantly and fincerely en-
davour to make chrlelves happy in the other life,
we are fure that our endeavours will {ucceed, and
that we f{hall not be difappointed of our hope.

The following queftion is ftarted by one of the
{choolmen. Suppofing the whole body of the earth
were a great ball or mafs of the fineft fand, and that
a fingle grain or particle of this fand fhould be anni-
hilated every thoufand years ; fuppofing then that
you had it in your choice to be lidppy all the while
this prodigions mafs of fand was confuming by this
flow method until there was not a grain of it left,
on condition you were to be miferable for ever after;
or fuppofing that you might be happy for ever af.
ter, on condition you would be miferable until the
whole mafs of fand was thus annihilated at the rate
of one fand in a thoufand years: which of thefe two
cafes would you make your choice?

It muft be confefled in this cafe, {o many thoufands
of years are to the imagination as a kind of eternity,
though in reality they do not bear fo great a propor-
tion to that duration which is to follow them, as an
unit does to the greateft number which you can put

together
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together in figures, or as one of thofe fands to the
fuppofed heap. Reafon therefore tells us, without
any manner of hefitation, which would be the better
part in this choice, However, as I have before in-
timated, our reafon might in fuch a cafe be fo overfet
by the imagination, as to difpofe fome perfons to
fink under the confideration of the great length of the
firft part of this duration, and of the great diftance
of that fecond duration which is to fucceed it: The
mind, I fay, might give itfelf up to that happinefs
which is at hand, confidering that it is fo very near,
and that it would laft fo-very long. But when the
choice we attually have before us is this ; whether
we will choofe to be happy for the fpace of only
threefcore and ten; nay, perhaps of only twenty or
ten years, I might fay of only a day or an hour ; and
miferable to all eternity ; or, on the contrary, mifer-
able for this fhort term of years, and happy for a
whole eternity : what words are fufficient to exprefs
that folly and want of confideration which in fuch a
cafe makes 2 wrong choice ?

I here put the cafe even at the worft, by fuppofing
what feldom happens, that a courfe of virtue makes
us miferable in this life : but if we fuppofe, as it ge-
neraly happens, that virtue would make us more
happy even in this life than a contrary courfe of vice 5
how can we fufficiently admire the ftupidity or mad-
nefs of thofe perfons who are capable of making fo
abfurd a choice?

Every wife man therefore will confider this life
only as it may conduce to the happinefs of the other,
and cheerfully facrifice the plealures of @ few years
o thofe of an eternity.
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Wedncfday, Auguft 4, 1714 *.

Nitor in adwverfum ; nec me, qui celera, ‘vincit
TImpetus ; &5 vapido contrarius evebor orbi.
Ovip. Met. L. ii. ver. 2.

* T fteer againft their motions ; nor am I
L Borne back by all the current of the fky.”
ADDISox.

I Remember a young man of very lively parts, and
of a fprightly turn in converfation, who had
only one fault, which was an inordinate defire of
appearing fafhionable. This ran him into many
amours, and confequently into many diftempers. He
never went to bed until two o'clock in the morning,
becaufe he would not ‘be a queer fellow ; and was
every now and then knocked down by a conftable to
fignalize his vivacity. He was initiated into half-a-
dozen clubs ‘before he was one-and-twenty, and fo
improved in them his natural gaiety of temper, that
you might frequently trace him to his lodgings by 2
range of broken windows and other the like monu-
ments of wit and gallantry. To be fhort ; after hav-
ing fully eftablifhed his reputation of being a very
agreeable rake, he died of old age at five-and-twenty.
There is indeed nothing which betrays a man into
fo many errors and inconveniencies as the 'defire of
not appearing fingular ; for which reafon it is very
neceflary to form a right idea of fingularity, that we
may know when it 1s laudable and when it is vi-
cious. In the firlt place; every man of fenfe will
agree with me that {ingularity is laudable, when, in
contradiftion to a multitude, it adheres to the dic-
tates of conlfcience, morality and honour. In thefe
cafes we ought to confider that it is not cuftom but
* No. 576. duty
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duty which is the rule of adtion ; and that we fhould
be only fo far fociable as we are realonable creat ures.
Truth is never the lefs fo for not being attended to:
and it is the nature of aétions, not the' number of

ators, by which.we ought to regulate our behavi-,

our. S;n"ulality in conceras of this kind 1s to be
looked upon as heroic brayery; in which a manleaves
the fpccxea only as he foars aboye it. What greater
inftance can there be of a weak and puofillanimous
temper, than for 2 man to pafs his whole life in op-
polition to his own fentiments 3 or not to dare to be
what he thinks he ought to be? . .

Smgulanty, therefore, is only vicious when it
makes men att contrary to reafon, or when it puts
them upon diltinguilhing themielves by trifles. As
for the firft of thefe, who are fingular in any thing
that is 1rmhgums, immoral, or dithonourable, I be-
lieve every one will eafily give them up., .1 ihall
therefore {peal of thofe only who are remarkable for
their fingularity in things of no importance, as in
drefs, behaviour, converlation, and all the little in-
tercourfes of life. In thefe cafes there is a certain
deference due to cufltom ; and notwithitanding there
may be a colour of reafon to deviate from the mul-
titude in fome particulars,. a man ought to facrifice
his private inclinations. and opinions to the praiice
of the public, .It muil be confeffed that good {enfe
often makes a humourift ; but then it unquﬂhims him
for bemg of any moment in the world, and renders
him ridiculous to perfons of a much inferior under-
ftanding.

1 have heard of 2 gentleman in the north of England,
who was a remarkable inftance of this foolifh fi ingula-
rity. He had laid it down as a rule within himfelf,
to aét in the moft indifferent parts of life accor_ding
to the moft abftrated notions of reafon and good
fenfe, without any regard to fafhion and example.
This humour broke out at firft in many little odd-
nefles : he had never any ftated hours for his dinner,
fupper, or fleep ; becanfe, {aid he, we ought to esia

t
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tend the calls of nature, and not fet our appetites to
our meals, but bring our meals to our appetites, In
“his converfation with country gentlemen, he would
‘not make ufe of a phrafe that was not firiétly true :
he never told any of them that he was his humble
fervant, but that he was his well-wilher; and would
rather be thonght a malecontent than drink the king’s
health when he was not diy. He would thruft his
" head out of his chamber-window every morning,
and after having gaped for frefh air about half-an-
hour, repeat fitty verfes as loud as he could bawl
them, for the benefit of his lungs : to which end he
generally took them out of Homer ; the Greek tongue,
efpecially in that author, being more deep and fo-
norous, and more conducive to expeftoration than
any other. He had many other particularities, for
which he gave found and philofophical reafons. As
this humour ftill grew upon him, he chofe to wear a
turban inftead of 'a periwig ; concluding very juitly,
that a bandage of clean linen about his head was
much more wholefome, as well as cleanly, than the
caul of a wig, which is foiled -with frequent perfpi-
rations. He afterwards judiciouflly obferved, that the
many ligatures in our Englifh drefs muft naturally
check the cireulation of the blood ; for which reafon
he made his breeches and his doublet of one con-
tinued piece of cloth, after the manner of the huffars,
In fhort, by followinz the pure ditates of reafon,
he at length departed fo much from the reft of his
countrymen, and indeed from his whole fpecies, that
his friends would have clapped him into Bedlam,
and have begged his eftate ; but the judge being in-
formed that he did no harm, contented himfelf with
iffuing out a commiflion of lunacy againft him, and
putting his eftate into the hands of proper guar-
dians.

The fate of this philofopher puts me i mind of
a remark in Monfieur Fontenelle’s Dialogues of the
Dead. ' ¢ The ambitious and the covetous,” fays he,
- “ are.madmen to all intents and purpofes, as much
Vor. IV. : 0 as
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“ ag thofe who are thnt up in dark reoms; but they
“ have the good luck to have numbers on their fidey
¢ whereas the frenzy of one who is given up for a
“ lunatic, 15 a frenay hors dwuvre 7 that 15, in
other words, fomething which is fingular in its
kind, and doesnot fall #n with the madnefs of a mul-
titude. :

The fubjeét of this Effay was occafioned by a let-
ter which I received not long fince, and which, for
want of room at prefent, 1 fhall infert in my next
Paper.

Wednefday, Auguft 11, 1714,

Odora canum wis.
Vire. &n. iv. ver. 132,

¢ Bagacious hounds.”

N the reign of king Charles the Firft, the com-
pany of [tationers, into whofe hands the print-
ing of the Bible is committed by patent, made a very
remarkable erratum or blunder in one of the editions:
for inftead of * Thou fhalt not commit adultery,”
they printed off feveral thoufand copies with ¢ Thou
¢ fhalt commit adultery,” Axchbifhop Land, to pu-
aifh this their negligence, laid a confiderable fine upon
that company in the Star-Chamber.

By the praétice of the world which prevails in this
degenerate age, I am afraid- that very many young
profligates of both fexes are poffefled of this {puri-
ous edition of the Bible, and obferve the command-
ment according to that faulty reading.

Adulterers in the firft ages of the church were ex-
communicated for ever, and unqualified all their lives
for bearing a part in chriftian aflemblies, notwith-

* No. §79. ftanding



SPECTATOR. icy

ftanding they might feelz it with tears, and all the
appearances of the molt unfeigned repentance,

I might here mention fome ancient laws among
the heathens, which punifthed this crime with death ;
and others of the fame kind, which are now in forece
among feveral governments that have embraced the
reformed religion. But becaufe a fubje& of this na-
ture may be too ferious for my erdinary readers, who

,are very apt to throw by my Papers when they are
not enlivened with fomething that is diverting or
uncommon, I thall here publifh the contents of a
little manufeript lately fallen into my hands, and
which pretends to great antiquity ; though by reafon
of {fome modern phrales, and other part_iculms in it,
I can by no means allow it to be genuine, but rather
the pmdu&mn of a modern fophiit. §

ét is well known by the learned, that there was a
temple upon Mount Altna dedicated to Vulcan, which
was guarded by dogs of fo exquifite a {mell, fay the
hiftorians, that they could difcern whether the per-
fons who came thither were chalte or otherwife.
They ufed to meet and fawn upon fuch who were
chafte, carefling them as the friends of their mafter
Wulcan ; but {lew at thofe who were poliuted, and
never ceafed barking at them until they had driven
them from the temple.

My meanufcript gives the following account of thefe
dogs, and was probably defigned as a comment upon
this ftory.

¢ Thefe dogs were given to Vulcan by his fifter
¢ Diana, the goddefs of hunting and of chaftity,
¢ having bred them out of fome of her hounds, in
¢ which fhe had obferved this natural inftiné& and
¢ fagacity. It is thought the did it in fpite to
# Venus, who, _upon her return home, always found
¢ her hufband in 2 good or bad humour according
“¢ to the reception which fthe met with from his dogs.
“¢ They lived in the temple feveral years, but were
¢ fuch fnappith curs that they frighted away moft
*¢ of the votaries. The women of Sicily made a

02 “ folemn
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folemn deputation to the prieft ; by which they
acquainted him, that they would not come up to
the temple with their annual offerings unlefs he
muzzled his maftiffs ; and at laft compromifed the
matter with him, that the offering f{hould always
be brought by a chorus of young girls, who were
none of them above feven years old. It was won-
derful, fays the author, to fee how different the
treatment was which the dogs gave to thefe little
miffes from that which they had fhewn to their
mothers. It is faid that a prince of Syracufe,
having married a young lady, and being naturally
of a jealous temper, made fuch an intereft with

the priefts of this temple, that he procured a whelp-

from them of this curious breed. The young
puppy was very troublefome to the fair lady at
firlt, infomuch that fhe {olicited her hufband to
fend him away ; but the good man cut her fhort
with the old Sicilian proverb, ¢ Love me, love my
dog.” From which time fhe lived very peaceably
with both of them. ~The ladies of Syracufe were
very much anncyed with him, and feveral of very
good reputation refufed to come to court until he
was difcarded. There were indeed fome of them
that defied his fagacity ; but it was obferved,
though he did not aétually bite them, he would

¢ growl at them moft confoundedly. To return to

the dogs of the temple ; after they had lived here

. In great repute for {feverdl years, it {o happened,

that as one of the priefts, who had been making a
charitable vifit to 2 widow who lived on the pro-
montory of Lilybeum, returngd home pretty late
in the evening, the dogs flew at him with fo much
fury, that they would have worried him if his
brethren had not come' to his afliftance; upon
which, fays my author, the dogs were all of them
hanged, as having loft their original inftinét.”

I cannot conclude this paper without withing that

awe had fome of this breed of dogs in Great Britain,

whu.h would certa.mly do luﬁue, I ﬂ:ould fay ho-
: nour;
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fiour; ‘to the ladies of our cou'nry, and fhew the

—world the d’ﬁference: be"wecn pag 58 uameu and thole

who are mﬁm&cd in {ounder princi ples of virtue and

Teligions = 7 T

" Friday, Auguft 13, 1714 *

St werbo audacia detur,
Non metuam magni dixiffé palatia celi.
Ovip. Met. 1.1, ver. 173!

# This place, the brighteft manfion of the iky,

¢ P11 call the palace of the Deity.”

4 DryDEN.

LA
ke Confidered in miy two laft letters that awful.
g€ and tremendous fubjed, the ubiquity or om-
¢¢ niprefence of the Divine Being. I have fhewn
¢t that he is equally prefent in all places throughout the
¢ whole extent of infinite {pace. This doftrine is
¢t {o agreeable to reafon, that we meet with it inthe
“ writings of the enlightened heathens, as I might
thew at large, were it not already done by other
“ hands. Bat though the Deity be thus eflentially

, ¢ prefent through all the 1mmenﬁty of fpace, there

¢ 1s one part of it in which he difcovers himfelf in
¢ 3 moft tranfcendent and wvifible glory. This is
¢ that place which is marked out in feripture under
¢ the different appellations of ¢ Paradife; the Third
#¢ Heaven, the Throne of God, and the Habitation
¢ of his Glory.” It is here where the glorified bedy

- o~

, ¢ of our Saviour refides, and where all the celeftial

¢ hierarchies, and the innumerable hofls of angels,
¢ are reprefented as perpetually furrounding the feat

¢ of God with heallelujahs and hymmns of praife.

¢ This is that prefence of God which fome of the
* No. s8¢, “ divines
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¢ divines call his glorious, and others his majeftic
¢ prefence. He is indeed as effentially prefent in

¢ all other places as in this ; but it is here where he '

¢ refides in a fenlible magnificence, and in the midit
¢ of all thofe fplendours which can affeét the imagi-
¢ nation of created beings.
¢ Jt is very remarkable that this opinion of God
“ Almighty’s prefence in Heaven, whether difcover-
“ ed by the light of nature, or by a general tradition
¢ from our firft parents, prevails among all the na-
“ tions of the world, whatfoever different notions
¢ they entertain of the Godhead. If you look into
¢t Homer, the moft aucient of the Greek writers, you
¢ fee the Supreme Power feated in the heavens, and
¢ encompafled with inferior deities ; among whom
¢ the Mufes are reprefented as finging inceffantly
¢ ghout hid throne. Whodoes not here fee the main
¢ firokes and outlines of this great truth we are
« fpeaking of ? The fame doctrine is fhadowed out
¢ in many other heathen authors, though at the fame
"¢ time, like feveral other revealed truths, dalhed
¢ and adulterated with a mixture of fables and hu-
® man inventions. But to pafs over the notions of
¢ the Greeks and Romans, thefe more enlightened
¢ parts of the Pagan world, we find there is fcarce 2
¢ people among the late difcovered nations who are
¢ not trained up in an opinion, that Heaven is the
“ habitation of the divinity whom they worthip.
¢ As in Solomon’s temple there was the Sanffum
 Sanéorum, in which a vifible glory appeared a-
“ mong the figures of the cherubim, and into which
“ none but the high-prieft himfclf was permitted to
¢ enter, after having made an atonement for the fins
¢ of the pecple: fo if we confider the whole creation
“ as one great temple, there is in it this holy of ho-
% Ties, into which the high-prieft of our falvation en-
“ tered, and took his place among angels and arch-
“ angels, after having made a propitiation for the fins
“ of mankind.
“ With

T
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¢ With how much {kill muft the threne of God
* be ere@ed ! with what glorious defigns is that ha-
% bitation beauntified, which is contrived and built
% by him who infpired Hiram with wifdom ! how
¢ great muft-be the majefty of that place, where the
‘¢ whole art of creation has been employed, and where
¢ God has chofen to fhew himfelf in the moft magni-
¢ ficent manner !  What muft be the architecture of
‘ infinite power under the dire&ion of infinite wil-
‘“dom? A {pirit cannot but be tranfported after an
“ ineffable manner with the fight of thofe objedls
“ which were made to affe him by that Being who
“ knows the inward frame of a foul, and how to
“¢ pleafe and ravith it in all its moft fecret powers and
“ faculties. It is to this majeftic prefence of God’
 we may apply thofe beautiful expreffions in holy
“ writ: ¢ Behold even to the moon, and it fhineth
“ not; yea the ftars are not pure‘in his fight.” The
¢ Jight of the fun, and all the glories of the world
“in which we live, are but as weak and fickly
¢ glimmerings, or rather darknefs itelf, in compa-
¢ rifon of thole fplendors which encompafs the throne
“ of God.

“ As the glory of this place is tranfcendent be--

. yond imagination, fo probably is the extent of it.

* There is light behind light, and glory within glo-
“ry. How far that fpace may reach, in which God
¢ thus appears in perfedt majelty, we cannot poffibly
¢ conceive. Though it is not infinite, it may be in-
“ definite : and though not immeafurable in itfelf,
¢ it may be fo with regard toany created eye or ima-
“ gination. If he has made thefe lower regions of
‘ matter fo inconceivably wide and magnificent for
¢ the habitation of mortal and perifhable beings, how
“ great may we fuppofe the courts of his houfe to
¢ be, where he makes his refidence in a more efpe-
‘ cial manner, and difplays himfelf in the fulnefs of
¢ his glory, among an innumerable company of an-
“ gels and fpirits of jult men made perfect?
4 [ 'I'Iﬁs
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¢ This is certain, that our imaginations cannot be
¢ raifed too high, when we think on a place where
¢ omnipotence and omnifcience have fo fignally ex-
¢ erted themfelves, becaufe that they are able to pro-
¢ duce a feene infinitely more great and glorious than
¢ what we are able to imagine. 1t is not impoffible
¢ but at the confummation of all things, thefe out-
t ward apartments of nature, which are now fuited
¢ to thofe beings who inhabit them, may be taken
¢ in and added to that glorious place of which I am
¢ here {peaking; and by that means made a proper
¢ habitation for beings who are exempt from morta-
¢ lity, and cleared of their imperfedtions: for fo
¢ the Sctipture feems to intimate when it {peaks of
¢ nevws hehvens and of a new earth, wherein dwelleth
¢ righteoufnefs.

‘¢ T have only confidered this glorious place with
“ regard to the fight and imagination, though it is
“ highly probable that our other fenfes may here
¢4 likewife enjoy their higheft gratifications. There

* is nothing which more ravifhes and tranfports the -

“ foul than ‘harmony; and we have great reafon to
“ believe, from the defcriptions of this place in hely
¢ feripture, that this is one of the entertainments of
“ it. And if the foul of man can be fo wonderfully
"¢ affetted with thofe ftrains of mufic. which buman
¢ art is capable of producing, how much more will

% it be raifed and elevated by thofe in which is ex- -

“ erted the whole power of harmony? The fenfes
¢ are faculties of the human foul, though they can-
“ not be employed during this our vital union with-
“ out proper inftruments in the body. Why there~
“ fore fhould we exclude the fatisfaltion of thefe
¢ faculties, which we find by experience are inlets
‘“ of gteat pleafure to the foul, from among thofe
¢ entertainments which are to make up our happi-
“ nefs hereafter ? Why {bould we fuppole that our
* hearing and feeing will not be gratified with thofe
*“ objefts which are molt agrecable to them, and

# which they tamlut meet with in thofe lower re-

g:ons :
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¢ gions of nature : ¢ Objefts which neither eye hath
< feen, nor ear heard, nor can it enter into the heart
¢ of man to conceive ! ¢ I knew a man in Chrift,’
“ fays St. Paul, {peaking of himlelf, ¢ above four
“ teen years, (whether in the body I cannot tell, or
¢ whether out of the body I cannot tell: God
¢ knoweth) ; fuch a2 one caught up to the third hea-
“ven, And I knew fuch a man, (whether in the
“ body oroutof thebody, I cannot tell: God knoweth),
“ how that he was caught up into paradife, and heard
“ unfpeakable worda, which it 1s not poffible for a
“ man to utter.’” By this is meant, that what he
“ heard was fo infinitely different from any thing
“ which he had heard in this world, that it was im-
¢ poffible to exprefs it in fuch words as might con-
“ vey a notion of it to his hearers.
¢ It is very natural for us to take delight in en-
“ quiries concerning any foreign country, where we
“ are fome time or other to make our abode; and
“as we all hope to be admitted into this glericus
¢¢ place, ‘it is both a laudable and ufeful curiofity,
“ to get what informations we can of it, whilt we
“ make ufe of revelation for our guide. When
“ thefe everlafting doors fhall be opeu to us, we
y be fure that tife pleafures and beauties of this
q];11}:"(:13 will infinitely tranfcend our prefent hopes
“ and expeétations; and that the glorious appearaace
¢t of the throne of God will rife infinitely beyond
¢ whatever we are able to conceive of it. We
‘“ might here entertain ourfelves with many other
“ {peculations on this fubjett, from thofe feveral
% hints which we find of itin the holy feripture; as,
¢ whether there may not be different manfions and
“ apartments of glory to beings of different natures;
 whether, asthey excel oneanother in perfeétion, they
¢ are not admitted nearer to the throne of the al-
“ mighty, and enjoy greater manifeftations of his
¢ prefence ; whether there are not folemn times and
* occafions, when all the multitude of heaven cele-
¢ brate the prefence of their Maker in more extraor-
Vou, IV. P “ dinary
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¢ dinary forms of praife and adoration ; as Adam,
¢ though he had continued in a flate of inunocence,
“ would, in the opinion of our divines, have kept
¢ holy the Sabbath day in a more particular man-
‘¢ ner than any other of the feven. Thefe and the
¢ like fpeculations we may very innocently in-
‘¢ dulge, fo long as we make ufe of them to infpire
 us with a defire of becoming inhabitants of this
¢ delightful world.

“ I have in this, and in two foregoing letters,
¢¢ treated on the moft {erious fubjefts that can em-
¢ ploy the mind of man, the omniprefence of the
¢ Deity ; a fubje@ which, if poflible, fhould never
¢ depart from our meditations. We have confider-
¢ ed the Divine Being, as he inhabits infinitude, as
 he dwells among his works, as he is prefent to
¢ the mind of man, and as he difcovers himfelf in
“ a more glorious manner among the regions of the
¢ blefled. Such a confideration thonld be kept awake
“in us at all times, and in all places, and poffefs
¢ our minds with a perpetual awe and zeverence.
¢ It fhould be interwoven with all our theughts and
¢ perceptions, and become one with the confciouf-
“ nefs of our own being. Itisnot to be refleted
“ on in the coldnefs of philofophy, but ocught to
¢ fink us into the loweft proftration before him

“ who is fo aftonithingly great, wonderful, and
% holy,” i
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Wednsfday, Auguft 18, 1714 %

Tenet infanabil: multos
" Seribends cacoethes

Juv. Sat. vii. ver. §1.

The curfe of writing is an endlefs itch.
Cr. DRYDEN.

HERE is a certain diftemper, which is men-
tioned neither by Galen nor Hippocrates, nor

to be met with in the London Difpenfary. Juvenal,
in the motto of my paper, termsit a cacoethes ; which
is a hard word for a difeale called in plain Englifh,’
¢ The itch of writing.”” This cacoethes is as epide-
mical as the fmall-pox; there being very few who
are not féized with it fome time or other in their
lives, There is iowéyver this difference in thefe two
dlﬁ'.empers, that the fizft, after having indifpofed you
for a time, never returns again ; whereas this T am
fpeaking of, when it is ofice got into the blood, fel-
dom comes out of it. The Britilh nation is very
much aflied with this melady ; and though very
many remedies have been applied to perfons “nfelted
with it, few of them have ever proved fuccefsful.
Some have been cauterized with fatires and lampoons,
“but have received little or no benefit from them ;
others have had their heads faftened for an hour to-
gether between a cleft board, which is made ufe of
as a cure for the difeafe when it appears in its great-
eft malignity. There is indeed one kind of this
malady which has been fometimes removed like the
biting of a tarantula, with the found of a mufical
inftrument, which is commonly known by the name
of a cat-call. But if you have a patient of this
kind under your eare, you may affure yourfelf there
~ *No. 582. P2 is
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is no other way of recovering him effe@ually but by
forbidding him the ufe of pen, ink, and paper.

But to drop the allegory before I have tired it out,

there is po fpecies of feribblers more offenfive and
more incurable than your periodical writers, whofe
works return upon the public on certain days and at
ftated times. We have not the confolation in the
perufal of thefe authors which we find at the read-
ing of all others ; na.mel), that we are fure, if we
have but patience, we may come to the end of their
labours. I have often adtnred an humerous faying
of Diogenes, who, reading a dull author to feveral
of his friends, when every one began to be tired,
finding he was almoft come to a blank leaf at ther
end of it, cried, * Courage, lads, I {ee land.” On
the contrary, our progrefs through that kind of
writers I am now fpeaking of is never at an end.
One day makes work for another. We de not know
when to promife ourfelves reft.

It is a melancholy thing to confider that the art of
printing, which might be the greateit blefling to
mankind,, fhould prove detrimental to us, aud that
it fhould be made ufe of to featter prejudice and ig-
norance through a people, inftead of conveying to
them truth and knowledge.

I was lately reading a very whimfical. treatife,
intituled, ¢ William Ramfay’s Vindication of Aftro-
¢ Jogy.” This profound author, among many other
myllical paffages, has the following one : ¢ The ab-
¢ {ence of the fun is not the canfe of night; foral-
¢ much as his light is fo great that it may illuminate
#¢ the earth all over at once as clear as broad day :
¢ but there are tenebrificous and dark ftars, f)y whofe
¢ influence night is brought on, and which do ray
¢ out darknefs and obfcurity upon the earth as thc
¢ fun does light. "

I confider writers in the fame view this fage aftro-
loger does the heavenly bodies. Some of them are
{tars that {fcatter light as others do darknefs. T could
mention feveral anthors who are tenebrificous ftars

of
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of.the firft magnitude, and point out a knot of gen-
tlemen who have been dull.in concert, and may be

- looked upon as a dark conflellation. The nation has
been a great while benighted with feveral of thefe
antiluminaries. 1 fuffered them to ray out their
darknefs as long as I was able to endure it; till at
length I came to a refolution of rifing upon them;
and hope in a little time to drive them quite out of
the Britith hemlfphere;

Friday, Auguft 20, 1714%.

Ipfe thymum pinofque ferens de montibus altis,
Tefla ferat late circum, cui talia cure:
Ipfe labore manum duro terat ; ipfe feraces
Figat humo plantas, et amicos irriget imbres
Vire. Georg. iv. ver. 112.

With his own hands the guardian of the bees

For flips of pines may fearch the mountain trees;

And with wild thyme and fav’ry plant the plain,

Till his hard horny fingers ake with pain ;

And deck with fruitful trees the field around,

And with refrefhing waters drench the ground.
DRrYDEN.

VERY flation of life has duties which are pro-

per to it. - Thofe who are determined by choice

to any particnlar kind of bufinefs are indeed more
happy than thofe who are determined by neceffity ;
but both are under an equal obligation of fixing on
employments which may be either ufeful to them-
{elves or beneficial to others. No one of the fons
of Adam ought to think himfelf exempt from that
labour and induftry which were denounced to our
. firft parent, and in him to all his pofterity., Thofe
to whom birth or fortune may feem to make fuch an
* No. 533. ¢ application
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apphcat:cn unneceflary, ought to find ont fome cali«
ing or profeffion for themfclves, that they may not
Tie as 2 burden on 'the {pecies, and be the only ufe-
lefs parts of the creation.

Many of our country gentlemen in their bufy
hours apply themfelves wholly to the chace, or to
fome other diverfion which they find in the fields and
woods. This gave occafion to one of cur moft emi-
nent Englith writers to reprefgnt every one of them
as lying under a kind of curfe pronounced to them
in the words of Goliah; “ I will give thee to the
“ fowls of the air and to the beafls of the field.”

Though exercifes of this kind, when indulged
with moderation, may have a good influence both
on the mind and body, the country affords many
other amufements of a more noble kind.

Among thefe I know none more delightful in it-
felf and beneficial to the public than that of plant-
ing. I could mention a nobleman, whofe fortune has
placed him in feveral parts of England, and who has
always left thefe vifible marks behind him which
fhew he has been there. He never hired 2 houfe mn
his life without leaving all about it the feeds of
wealth, and beftowing legacies on the pofterity of
the owner. Had all the gentlemen of England made
the fame improvements upon their eftates, our whole
country wouid have been at this time as one great
garden. Nor ought fuch'an employment to be look-
ed upon as too inglorious for men of the higheft
rank. There have been heroes in this art as well
as in others. We are told in particular of Cyrus
the Great, that he planted all the Leﬂbr Afia. There
is indeed fomething truly magnificent in this kind
of amufement: It gives a nobler air to {everal parts

of nature; it fills the earth with a variety of beau-

tiful feenes, and has fomething iu it like creation.
For this realon the pleafure of one who plants is
fomething like that of a poet, who, as Ariftotle ob-
ferves, is more delighted with his produtions than
any other writer or artift whatfoever. -

Plantations



il e e o

SPECTATOR. 119

Plantations have one advantage in them which is
not to be found in moil othér works, as they give 2
pleafure of a more lalling date, and continnally im-=
prove in the eye of the plantet. When you have
finifhed a bulldmg, or any other mdertamng of the
like nature, it immediately decays upon your hands;
you fee it brought to the ‘tmoft point of perfection,
and from that time haftening to its ruin. On the
contraty, when you have finifhed your plantations,
they are ftill arriving at greater degrees of perfection
as long as you live, and appear more delightful in
every lucceeding year than they did.in the fore-
going. :

But I do not only recommend this art to men of
eftates as a pleafing amuferhent, but as it is a kind
of virtuous employment, and may therefore be in-
culcated by moral motives; particularly from the
love which. we ought to have for cur country, and
the regard which we ought to bear to our pofterity.
As for the firft, I need only mention what is fre-

- quently obferved by others, that the increafe of fo-

refl-trees does by no means bear a proportion to the
deftruétion of them infomuch that in a few ages the
nation may be at a lofs to fupply itfelf with timber
fufficient for the fleets of England. I know, when a |
man talks of pofterity in matters of this nature, he
is looked upon with an eye of ridicule by the cun-
ning and felfifh part of mankind, Moft people are
of the humour of an cld fellow of a college, who,
when he was prefled by the fociety to come into
fomething that might redound to the good of their
fucceflors, grew very peevith ; “ We are always do-
* ing,” fays he, ¢ fomething for pofterity; but I

¢ would fain fee pofterity do fomething for us.”
But I think men are inexcufable who failina
duty of this nature, fince it is fo eaﬁ}.) dichargcd.
When 2 man confiders that the putting & few twigs
into the ground is doing good to one who will make
his appearance in the world adout fifty years hence,
or that he is perhaps making one of his own de-
fcendents
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fcendents eafy or rich-by fo inconfiderable 4n ex-
pence, if he finds himfelf averfe to it, he muit con-
clude that he has a poor and bafe heart, void of all
generous principles and love to mankind.

There is one confideration which may very much
enforce what I have here {aid. Many honeft mintls,
that are naturally difpofed to do good in the world,
and become beneficial to mankind, complain yithin
themfelves that they have not talents for it. This
therefore is a good office, which is fuited to the
meanelt capacities, and which may be performed by
multitudes who have not abilities fufficient to deferve
well of their country, and to recommend themfelves
to their pofterity by any other method. Itis the
phrafe of a friend of mine when any ufeful country
neighbour dies, that “ you may trace him ;”’ which
I look upon as a good funeral oration at the death of
an honeft hufbandman, who hath left the impreflions
of his induftry behind him in the place where lie has
lived.

Upon the foregoing confiderations, I can fearcely
forbear reprefenting the fubje@ of this paper as 2
kind of moral virtue; which, as I have already
fhewn, recommends itfelf likewife by the pleafure
that attends it. It muft be confefled that this is
none of thofe turbulent pleafures “which is apt to
gratify a man in the heats of youth ; but if it be not
o tumultuous, it is more lafting. Nothing can be
more delightful than to entertain ourfelves with proi-
peéts of our own making, and to walk under thofe
ihades which our own induftry has raifed. Amufe-
ments of this nature compofe the mind, and lay at
reft all thofe paflions which are uneafy to the foul of
man; befides that they naturally enpender good
thoughts, and difpofe us to laudable contemplations.
Many of the old philofophers paffed away the great-
eft parts of their lives among their gardens. KEpi-
curus himfelf could not think fenfual pleafure at-
tainable in any other fcene. Every reader who is
acquainted with Homer, Virgil and Horgce, the

greateft



SPECTATOR. 131

greateft geniufes of all antiquity, knows very well
with how much rapture they have fpoken on this
fubje& ; and that Virgil in particular has written a
whole book on the art of planting.

This art feems to haye been more elpecially adapt-
ed to the nature of man in his primeval ftate, when
he had life enough to fee his produ&ions flourith in
their utmoft beauty, and gradually decay with him.
One who lived before the flood, might have feen a
wood of the talleft oaks in the acorn. But I enly
mention this particular in order to introduce in my
next prper a hiftory which I have found among the
accounts of China, and which may be looked npon
as an antediluyian novel.

Monday, Augult 23, 1714%

Hie gelidi fontes, bic mollia prata Lycori,
IHic nemus, hic toto tecum confumerer avo.
Vire. Ecl. x. ver. 42:

Come fee what pleafures in our plains abound :

The woods, the fountains, and the flow’ry ground:

Here I could live, and love, and die with only you.
DRryYDEN.:

ILPA was one of the hundred and fifty deugh-
ters of Zilpah, of the race of Cohu, by whom
fome of the learned think is meant Cain. She was
exceedingly beautiful ; and when fhe was but a girl
of threefcore and ten years of age, received the ad-
drefles of feveral who made love to her. Among
thefe were two brothers, Harpath and Shalum.
Harpath being the firft-born, was mafler of that
fruitful region which lies at the foot of mount Tir~

zah in the fouthern parts of China. Shalum (whic
Vor. IV. gy Qu ®

* No. 5834,
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is to fay tha _planter in the Chinefe language) poflef™
ed all the nelghbouung hills, and that great range
of mountains which goes under the name of Tir-
zah. ‘Harpath was of a haughty eontemptuous {pi-
.rity Bhalum of a gentle thrmhtmn, beloved both by
Ged and man.

It is faid that among the antediluvian women the
daughters of Cohn had their minds wholly fet upon
riches ; for which reafon the beautiful Hilpa prefer-
red Harpzth to Shalum, becaufe of his' numerous
flocks and herds, that covered all the low country
which runs along the foot of mount Tirzah, and is
watered by feveral fountains and fireams brenk;ng
out of the fides of that mountain.

Harpath made {o qu'cL a difpatch of his courttip,,
that he married Hilpa in the hundreddl year of her
age ; and being o‘F an infolent temper, laughed to
feorn his brother Shalum.for having pretended to the
beautiful Hilpa, when he was mafter of nothing but
a long chain of rocks and mountains., This fo much
provoked Shalum, that he is {aid to have curfed his

brother in the bitternefls of his heart, and to have'

pray ed thatone of Lis monntains might fall upon
his head if ever he came within the __Ih'ldow of it.

From this time forward Harpath would never ven-
ture out of the vallies ; but came to an untimely end
in the twoihundred and fiftieth year of his age, being
drowned in a river as he attempted to crofs it. This
river is called to this day from his name who perith-
ed in it, the river Harpath ; and what is very re-
markable, iffues out of one of thofe mountains which
Shalum wilhed might fall upon his brother when he
curfed him in the bitternefs of his heart.

Hilpa was in the hundred and fixtieth year of her
age at the dedth of her hufband, having brought
him but fifty children before he was fnatched away,
as has been already related. Many of the antedilu-
vians made love to the young widow, though no
one was thought fo likely to fucceed in her affe@ions
as her firlk lover Shalum, who renewed his court to

her
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hier about ten years after the death of Harpath for -

it was not thought decent in thofe days that a-widow

ihould be feen by a man within ten years after the,

' deceafe of her hufband:

Shalum falling into a deep melancholy, and re-
folving to take away that objeftion which had been
raifed againft him when he made bis firft addrefles to
Hilpa, began, immediately after her marriage with
Harpath, to plant all that mountainous region which
fell to his lot in the divifion of this country. He
knew how to adapt every plant to its proper foil, and
is thought to have inherited many traditional fecrets
of that art from the firt man. This employment
turned at length to his profit as well as to his amufe-
ment. His mountains were in a few years fhaded
with young trees, that gmdua]ly thot up into groves,
woods and forefts, intermixed with walks and lawns,
and gardens ; infomuch that the whole region, from
a naked and defolate profpe®, began now to look
iike a fecond Paradife. The plealantnefs of the
place, and the agreeable difpofition of Shalum, who
was reckoned one of the mildelt and wifefl jof all
who lived before the flood, drew into it mulnmdes
of people, who were perpcmally employed in‘the

" finking of wells, the diggsing of trenches, and t?n;:

diollowing of trees, for the better diftribution of
water through every part of this fpacions plantation.

The habitations of Salum looked every year more
beautiful in the eyes of Hilpa, who, after the fpace
of feyenty autumns, was wonderfuily pleafed with
the diftant profpect of Shalum’s hxlls, which were
then covered with innumernble tufts of trees, and
gloomy fecenes, that gave a manificence to the place,
and converted it into one of the fineft landfcapes the
eye of man could behold.

The Chinefe Tecord a letter which Shalum is faid
to have written to Hilpa in the eleventh year of her
widowhood. Tfhall here tranflate it, without depart-
ing from that noble fimplicity of fentiments and

;ﬂmmnefs of manners whlch appear in the original.
Q.2 Shalum

Y

¥



124 SPEC TATGR.

Shalum was at this time one hundred and eighty

years old, and Hilpa one hundred and feventy.

Suarum Mafter of Mount Tirzah, to Hrrea Mife

"~

trefs of the Vallies.

¢ In the 748 year of the creation,

HAT have I not fuffered, O thou daugh-

ter of Zilpah, fince thou gaveflt thyfelf

away in marriage to my rival? I grew weary of
the light of the fun, and have been ever fince co-
vering mylelf with woods and forefts. Thefe
threefcore and ten years have I bewailed the lofs *
of thee on-the top of mount Tirzah, and foothed
my melancholy ameng a thoufand gloomy fhades
of my own raifing. My dwellings are at’ prefent
as the garden of God; every part of them is fill
ed with fruits and flowers, and fountains. The
whole mountain is perfumed for thy reception.
Come up into it, O my beloved ! and let us peo-
ple this fpot of the new world with a beautiful
race of mortals; let us multiply exceedingly
among thefe delightful thades, and fill every quar-

‘ter of them with fons and daughters. Remem-

ber, O thou daughter of Zilpah! that the age of
man is but a thoufand years ; that beauty is the
admiration but of a few centuries: It flourifhes
as a mountain oak, or as a cedar on the top of
Tirzah, which in three or four hundred years will
fade away, and never be thought of by poftetity,
unlefs a young woed fpuings from its roots. Think
well on thls, and remember thy neighbour in the
mountains.’

Having here inferted this letter, which [ lobk

upon as the only antedeluvian billet-doux now ex-
tant, I fhallin my next paper give the anfwer to 1:
and the fequel of this ftory.
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Wednefday, Avgult 25, 1714%.

Ipfi letitia woces ad fidera janilant
Intonfi montes : ipfe jam carmina rupes,
dpfa fonant arbufia.——
Vire. Eccl. v. ver. 63.

The mountain-tops unfhorn, the rocks rejoice ;
The lowly fhrubs partake of human voice.
DrYbDEN,

The Sequel of the Story of SnALuM and Hirpa.

HE letter inferted in my laft had fo good an
effe@ upon Hilpa, that fhe anfwered 1t in lefs
than a twelvemonth, after the following manner:

Hirra Miftrels of the Vallies, to SEALUM Mafter of
Mount Tirza.

In the 78gth year of the Creation.
£ HAT have I to'do with thee, O Shalum ?
Thou praifeft Hilpa’s beauty; but art thou
‘ not fecretely enamoured with the verdure of her
“ meadows? Art thou not more affefted with the
profpett of Her green vallies, than thou wouldlt
be with the fight of her perfon ? The lowings of
my herds, and the bleatings of my flocks, make a
pleafant echo in thy mountains, and found fweetly
“ in thy ears, What though I am delighted with
the wavings of thy forefts, and thofe breezes of .
perfumes which flow from the top of Tirza ; are
¢ thele like the riches of the valley ? i
¢ 1 know thee, O Shalum ; thou art more wife
and happy than any of theJfons of men: Thy
dwellings are among the cedars ; thou fearcheft
No, g85. “ out
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fo that the quantity of ftone and timber confumed
in this building is fearce to be imagined by thofe
who live in the prefent age of the world. This
great man entertained her with the voice of mufical
inftruments which had been lately invented, and
danced before her to the found of ‘the timbrel. He
alfo prefented her with feveral domeftic utenfils
wrought in brafs and iron, which had been newly
found out, for the conveniency of life. 'In the mean
time Shalum prew very uneafy with himfelf, and
was forely difpleafed with Hilpa for the reception
which fhe had given to Mifhpach ; infomuch that he
never wrote to heror{poke of her during a2 whole
revolution of Saturn: but finding that this inter-
courfe went no further than a vifit, he again renew-
ed his addrefles to her, who during his long filence
is faid very often to kave caft a wilhing eye upon
Mount Tirzah.

Her mind continued wavering about twenty years
longer between Shalum and Mithpach ; for though
her inclinations favoured the former, her intereft
pleaded very powerfully for the other. While her
heart was in this enfettded condition; the following
accident happened, which determined her choice.
A high tower of wood that {tood in the city of Mifh-
pach having caught fire by a flath of lightning, in a
few days reduced the whole town to afhes. Mith-
pach refolved to rebuild the place, whatever it thould
coft him ; and having already deftroyed all the tim-
ber of the country, he was forced to have recourfe
to: Shalum, whofe forefts were now two hundred
years old, He purchafed thefe woods with fo many
herds of cattle and flocks of fheep, and with fuch a
vaft extent of fields and paftures, that' Shalum was
now grown more wealthy than Mifhpach ; and there-
fore appeared fo charming in the eyes of Zilpah’s
dau'rhter, that the no longer refufed him in mar-
riage. On the day in which he brought her up into

the mountzins, he raifed a moft prodigious pile of ee-
dar
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dar, and of every {weet-fmelling wood, which reachs
ed above three hundred cubits in height : he alfo cafk
intq the pile bundles of myrrh and fheaves of fpike-
nard, enriching it with every fpicy fhrub, gnd mak-
ing it fat with the gums of his plantations. This
was the burnt-offering which Shalum offered in the
day of his efpoufals : the f{moke of it afcended up
to Heaven, and filled the whole country with incenfe
and perfume.

- ———

Monday, September 6, 1714 *.

Affidwo labuntur tempora motu

WNon fecus ae flumen.  Neque enim confifiere flumen,
Nec levis bora poteft : [ed ut unda impellitur unda,
Urgeturque prior venienti, urgetque priovem ;
Tempora fic fagimd pariter, partlerque fequuntur,
Et nova funt femper. Nam quod fuit ante, relictum off:
Fitque quod haud fuerat : momentague cunéla novantur.
Ovip. Met. 1. xv. ver. 159.

E’en times are in perpetual flux, and run,

Like rivers from their fountains, rolling on.

For time, no more than fireams, is at a ftay ;

The flying hour is ever on her way :

And as the fountains {Hill fupply their flore,

The wave behind impels theswave before.

Thus in fucceflive courfe the minutes run,

And urge their predeceflor minutes on.

Still moving, ever new : for former things

Are laid afide like abdicated kings ;

And ev’ry moment alters what is done,,

And innovates fome a&, till then unknown.”
: . : DripEs.

HE following difcourfe comes from the fame
hand with the eflays upon infinitude.
* No. 590. “ WE
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£ i 7 E confider infinite fpace as an expanfion
gy without a circumference : we cunfnier

o etemtt} . ‘or infinite duration, as a line that has
¢ neither a beginning nor an end. In our fpecula-
¢ tions of infinite fpace, we confider that particular
‘¢ place in which we exift as a kind of centre to the
* whole expanfion. In our fpeculations of eter-
#¢ nity, we confider the time which is prefent to us
4 as the middle, which divides the whole line into
“ two equal parts, For this reafon, many witty
4 authors compare the prefent time to an ifthmus or
¢ narrow neck of land that rifes in the midft of an
¢ oeean immeafurably diffufed on either fide of it.
¥ Pltilofc'iphy, and indeed common fenfe, naturally

, ¢ thiaws etermty under two  divifions; which we

« may call in Enghih that eternity which is paft,
& and that ‘eternity which is to come. The leara-
‘¢ ed-terms of Arernitas a parte ante, and FBrernilas
i _a’parte poff, may be more amufing to the reader,
s but ¢an bave no other idea affixed to them than
4 what'is conveyed to us by thofe words, an eter-
“ nigy that.is pafl, and an cternity that is'to come.
¢ Hachrof thele extromitics is bounded at the one
% exfrémas of, in other words, the former has an
% end; did the larter'a beginning. | -
wsLer us firft of all éonfider that etermty which
“is palt, referving thar which is to canie forthie
% {ub]e& of ‘anothier: Paper. - The nature’ of this
« etétmty is ‘nttérly-incenceivable by the mind of
“ inan’: o‘dr réafon demsnftfatés to us that it has
“-heen, but abthe fanie’ dine can ffame no- idea of
L but ﬁhat is b!-g with© lﬂ)furdltv- ‘ahd ! contradlc-
¢ tion. . We can hswe‘n?j other conception of any
s dhration which is'puf ‘than' that all of it was once
¢ prefcat ; ankl Whatever was once prefent is at fomé
# certain qhﬁdnc& from s 3 and whatever is at any
“ certain diftance’ from usy be the diftance ever lo
“ remote, cannot be eternity. The very notion of
& any duration being paft, implies that it was once
Vor. IV, R ¢« prefent,
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prefent, for the iden of being once prefent is ae-
tually included in the idea of its being paft. This
therefore is 2 depth not to be founded by human
underftanding. We are fure that there has been
an eternity, and yet contradi& ourfelves when we
meafure this eternity by any notion which we can
frame of it.

“ 1f we go to the bottom of this matter, we fhall
find that the difficulties we meet with in our con-
ceptions of eternity proceed from this fingle rea-
fon, that we can have no other idea of any kind
of duration, than that by which we ourfelves and
all other created beings do exift; which is, a fuc-
ceflive duration made up of paft, prefent, and to
come. There is nothing which exifts after this
manner, all the parts of whofe exiftenee were not

¢ once actually prefent, and confequently may be

reached by a certain number of years applied te

¢ it. We may afcend as high as we pleale, and em-

ploy our being to that eternity which is to come,
in adding millions of years to millions of years,
and we can never come up to any fountain-head
of duration, to any beginning in eternity : but at
the fame time wt are fure, that whatever was once
prefent does lie within the reach of numbers,

¢ though perhaps we can never be able to put enough

of them together for that purpofe. We may as
well fay, that any thing may be -a&ually prefent
in any part of infinite fpace, which does not lie
at a certain diftance from us, as that any part of
infinite duration was once a&ually prefent, and
does not alfo lie at fome determined diftance from
us. The diftance in both eafes may be immea-
{ureable and indefinite as to our faculties ; but our
reafon tells us that it cannot be fo in itfelf: - Here
therefore is that difficulty which human under~
ftanding 1is not capable of furmounting. We are
fure that fomething muft have exifted from eter-
nity, and are at the fame time unable to conceive,

¢ that /
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that any thing which exifts, aecording to our no-
tion of exiftence, can have exifted from eternity.
¢ It is hard for a reader, who has not rolled this
thought in his own mind; to follow in fuch an ab-
ftra&ted fpeculation ; but I have been the longer
on it, becaufe I thmk it is a demonflrative argu-
ment of the being and eternity of a God : and
though there are many other demonftrations which
lead us to this great truth, I do not think we
ought to lay afide any proofs in this matter which
the light of reafon has fuggefted to us, efpecially
when it is {fuch a2 one as has been urged by men
famous for their penetration and force of under-
ftanding, and which appears altogether cenclufive
to thole who will be at the pains to examire it.
¢ Having thus confidered that eternity which is
paft, according to the beft idea we can frame of
it, I fhall now draw up thofe feveral articles on
this fubjeét, which are ditated to us by the light
of reafon, and which may be looked upon as the
creed of a philofopher in this great point.
¢ Firft, It is certain that no being could have
made itfelf ; for, if fo, it muit have a&ed before
it was, which is a contradiftion.
¢ Secondly, That therefore fome bemg muft have
exifted from all eternity.
¢ Thirdly, That whatever exifts after the manner
of created beings, or according to any notions which
we have of exiftence, could not have exifted from
eternity.
¢ Fourthly, That this Eternal Being muit there-
fore be the great author of nature, ¢ the Ancient
of Days,” who heing at an infinite diftance in his
perfettions from-all finite and created beings, exifts
in a quite different manner from them, and in 2
manner of which they can have no idea.
¢ I know that feveral of the fchoolmen, who would
not be thought ignorant of any thing, have pre-
tended to explain the manner of God’s exiftence,
by telling us, that he comprehends infinite dura-
Rz “ tion
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<and when: Mofes rdefires. to: know!what name he
fhall give him in his embafly to Bharoah, he bids
‘him fay that ¢l am hath fent:yons’  Our great
Creatory by thisirévelation of himfclf, does in 2

¢ manher exclude every thing elfe from a real exift-

ence, and diftinguifhes himfelf fram his creatures,
as the only being which truly and really exifts.
The ancient platonic notion, which was drawn from

£ fpeciilations ol eternity, wonderfully agrees with

this revelation which God has made of himfelf.

- Fhere is nothing, fay they, which in reality exifts,

whofe exiftence, as we call it, is pieced up of paft,
prefent, and to come. Such a flitting and fuccel~
five exiltence is rathet a fhadow of exiftence, and
fomething which is like it, than exiltence itfelf.
He only properly exifts whofe exiftence is entirely
prefent ; that is; in other words, who exills in the
moft perfeft manner, and in fuch a manner as we
have noideaof. ; . . :

¢ 1 fhall conelude- this {peculation with one ufeful
inference. How can we fufliciently proftrate our~
{felves and fall down before our Maker, when we
confider that ineffable goodnefs and wifdom which
contrived this exiftence for finite patures? What
muft be the overflowings of that good will which
prompted our Creator to adapt exiftence to beings
in whom it is not neceffary ! efpecially when we
confider that he himfelf was before in the com-
plete pofleflion of exiftence and of happinefs, and
in the full enjoyment of eternity? What man can
think of himfelf as called out and feparated from
nothing, of his being made a confcious, a reafon-
able and a happy creature; in fhort, of being taken
in'as a tharer of exiftence, and a kind of partoer
in eternity, without being fwallowed up in won-

¢ der, in praife, in adoration ! It is indeed a thought

too big for the mind of man, and rather to be en-
“tertained in the: fecrecy of devotion; and in the
filence of his foul, than to be expreffed by words.
The Supreme Being has not given us powers or

¢ faculties
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¢ faculties fufficient to extol and ‘magnify fuch un’
¢ utterable goodnefs,

¢ It is however fome comfort to us, that we fhall
* be always doing what we fhall be never able to
¢ do, and that a work which cannot be finifhed, will
“ however be the work of an eternity.”

Friday, September 10, 1714 *.

Stud' ium fine divite vena.
Hor. Ars Poet VEr. 409.

< Art without a vein.”
Ros¢ommon.

Lock upon the play-houfe as a world within it-
felf. They have lately furnifhed the middle re-
gion of it with a new fet of meteors, in order to give
the fublime to many modern tragedies. I was there
laft winter at the firft rehearfal of the new thunder,
which is much more deep and fonorous than any
hitherto made ufe of. They have a Salmoneus be-
hind the fcenes who plays it off with great fuccefs.
Their lightnings are made to flafh more brifkly than
heretofore ; their clouds are alfo better furbelowed,
and mere voluminous; not to mention a violent
ftorm locked up in a great cheft, that is defigned for
the Tempeft. They are alfo provided with above a
dozen fthowers of friow, which, as I am informed,
are the plays of many unfuccefsful poets artificially
cut and fhredded for that ufe. Mr. Rymer’s Edgar
‘is to fall in fnow at the next aéing of King Lear, in
order to heighten, or rather to alleviate the diftrefs
of that unfortunate prince ; and to ferve by way of
decoration to a piece which that great critic has
written againit.

* No. 592. I de
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1 do not indeed wonder that the a&ors fhould be
fuch profeffed enemies to thofe among our nation
who are commonly known by the name of critics ;
fince it is a rule among thefe gentlemen to fall upon
- a play, not becaufe it is ill written, but becaufe it
takes. Several of them lay it doWwn as a maxim,
that whatever dramatic performance has a long run,
" muft of neceflity be good for nothing ; as though the
firft precept in poetry were “ not to pleafe.”” Whe-
ther this rule holds good or not, I fhall leave to the
determination of thefe who are better judges than
myfelf ; if it does, I am fure it tends very much to
the honour of thofe gentlemen who have eftablifhed
it; few of their pieces having been difgraced by a
sun of three days; and moft of them being fo ex-
quifitely written, that the town would never give
them more than one night’s hearing.

I have a great efteem for a true critic, fuch as
Ariftotle and Longinus among the Greeks, Horace
and Quintilian’ among the Romans, Boileau and Da-
cier among the French. But it is our misfortune
that fome who fet up for profeffed critics among us
are fo ftupid, that they do not know how to put ten
words together with dlegance or common propriety,
and withal fo illiterate, that they have no tafte of the
learned languages, and therefore criticife upon old
authors only at {fecond hand. They judge of them
by what others have written, and not by any notions
they have of the authors themfelves. . The words
unity, aftion, fentiment and diction, pronounced with
an air of authority, give them a figure among un-
learned readers, who are apt to believe they are very
deep becaufe. they are unintelligible, . The ancient
critics are full of the praifes of their contemporaries;
they difcover beauties which efcaped the obfervation
of the vulgar, and very -often find out reafons. for
palliating and excufing fuch little {lips and overfights
as were committed in the writings of eminent au-
thors. On the contrary, moft of the fmatterers in
critici{m who appear among us, make it their bufinefs

to
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to vilify and depreclate everynew produdlion: that
gains applaufe 3716 defery imaginary blemifhes 5 and
to prove by far=fetched arguments, that what 'pkfs
for beauties 4n any celebrated” piece are faults and
errors, n flort; the writings of thefe critics com-
pared with thoté df e dncients; are like the works
of the fophifls compared with thofe of ‘the ‘old phi-
Iofophers, < 2= : i DR
invy and cavil ave the natutal fruits of lazinefls
and ignorance 5 ‘which was probably the reafon that,
in the heathen iythology,” Momus is faid ‘to be the
fon of Nox and Somnus, of Darknels and Sleep.
1dle men, who have not been at the pains to aceom-~
plith or ditingnith themfelves, are véry apt to de-
tra&} from others; as ignorant men are very fubjeét
to decry thofe beauties in a celébrated work which
‘they have not eyes to difcover. ~ Many of our-fons
of Momus, whodignify themfelves by the ‘name of
eritics, are the genuine defcendants of thofé two il
loftrions anceftors. . They, are often led into thofe
nunierous ‘abfurdities, in which they daily’ inftraét
the people,"by mot confidering ‘that, firft, there is
fomnetimes a  greater jndgment fhewn in devidting
from thejrules of art than in Ahering to them'; and
2dly, that there i5 more beauty in the works of 2
great genins, whis is ignorhnt of all the rales of art,
than' iathe works of a little ‘genius, who not only
knows, But ferupulowlly oblerves them: -~ -
Firlt, ‘We -may 'offen #ake notice of men who
are perfedtly aoquainted with ‘a1l the' rules’of good
weriting; andenotwithftanding cheole to depart from
them on extfaordindry occafionsy 1 could give #al
ftances out of @il the tragic writers of antiquity who
have thevin 'their juldgment in this gartiovlar; and
purpofely -receded from an eftablified: rild of the
drama; When it Was made way. for "2 mucly highk
beauty than 1he obférvatidn of 'fuely a rule Woul
have been. * Thofe who have furveyed the’ nobleft
“picces of arthiteCture and flatuary, both ancient and
modern, know very well that theré ate frequent de-
: viations
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viations from art in the works of the greateft maf-
ters, which have produced a much nobler effect than
a more accurate and exa@l way of proceeding could
have done. This often arifes from what the Italians
called the guflo grande in thefe arts, which is what we
call the fublime in writing.

In the next place, our critics do not {eem fenfible
that there is more beauty in the works of a great
genius who is ignorant of the rules of art, than in
thofe of a little genius who knows and obferves
them. Itis of thefe men of genius that Terence
fpeaks, in oppofition to the little artificial cavillers
of his time:

Buorum emulavi exoptat negligentiam
Potius quam iflerum obfcuram diligentiam.

Whofe negligence he would rather imitate than
thofe men’s obfcrue diligence.

A critic may have the fame confolation in the ill
fuccefs of his play as Doctor South tells us a phyfician
has at the death of a patient, that he was killed
Sfecundum artem. Our inimitable Shakefpeare is 2
ftumbling-block to the whole tribe of thefe rigid
critics. Who would not rathar read one of his
plays, where there is not a fingle rule of the ftage
obferved, than any produ&ion of a modern critic,
where there is not any one of them violated ?
Shakefpeare was indeed born with all the feeds of
poetry, and may be compared to the ftonme in
Pyrrhus’s ring ; which, as Pliny tells us, had the fi-
gure of Apollo and the nine mufes in the veins of
it, produced by the fpontaneons hand of nature,
without any help from art. '

Vor. IV. S
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Friday, Septemb'er 24, 1714 *

Famne igitur laudas, quod de [apientibus alter
Ridebat, quoties a limine moverat unum

Protuleratque pedem : flebat contrarius alter ? :
Juv. Sat. x. ver. 28.

Will ye not fiow the pair of fages praife,

‘Who the fame end purfied by feveral ways?

One pity'd, one contemn’d the woeful times ;

One laugh’d at follies, one lamented crimes.
DrypEN.

ANKIND may be divided into the merry

and the ferious, who both of them make

a very good figure in the ipecies, fo long as they

keep their refpe@ive humours from degenerating

into the ncighbom‘ing extreme ; there being a natu-

ral tendency in the one to a melancholy morofenefs,
and in the other to a fantaftic levity.

The merry part of the world are very amiable,
while they diffufe a cheerfulnefs throngh converfa-
tion at proper feafons and on proper occafions ; but,
on the contrary, a great grievance to fociety, when
they infe& every difcourfe with infipid mirth, and
turn into ridicule fuch fubjects as are not fuited to
it. For though laughter is looked upon by the phx-
lofophers as the property of reafon, the excefs of it
has been always confidered as the mark of folly.

On the other fide, ferioufnefs has its beauty whilft
it 1s attended with cheerfulnefs and humanity, and
does not come in unfeafonably to pall the good hu-
mour of thofe with whom we converfe,

Thefe two fets of men, notwithftanding they each
of them fhine in their refpeftive charatters, are apt

* No, 598. te
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to bear a natural averfion and antipathy to one an-
other.

What is more ufual than to hear men of ferious
tempers and auftere morals enlarging upon the vani-
ties ‘and follies of the young and gay part of the {pe-
cies ; while they look with a kind of horror upon
fuch pomps and diverfions as are innocent in them-’
felves, and only culpable when they draw the mind
too much ? {

I could not but fmile upon reading a paflage in
the account which Mr. Baxter gives of his own life;
wherein he reprefents it as a great blefling, that in’
‘his youth he very narrowly efcaped getting a place
at court. :

It muft indeed be confefled, that levity of temper
takes a man off his guard, and opens a pafs fo his
foul for any temptation that affaults it. It favours
all the approaches of vice, and weakens all' the re-
fiftance of virtue. For which reafon, 2 renowned
flatefman in Queen Elizabeth’s days, after having
retired from court and public bufinefs, in order to
give himfelf up to the duties of religion, when any
of his old friends ufed to vifit him, had ftill this
word of advice in his mouth, ** Be ferious.” -

An eminent Italian author of this caft of mind,
fpeaking of the great advantage of a ferious and
compofed temper, wifhes very gravely, that for the
benefit of mankind he had Trophonius’s cave in his
pofleffion ; which, fays he, would contribute more
to the reformation of manners than all the work-
houfes and bridewells in Europe.

We have a very particular defcription of this cave
in Paufanias, who tells us that it was made in the
form of a huge oven, and had many particular cir-
cumftances, which difpofed the perfon who was in
it to be more penfive and thoughtful than ordinary ;
infomuch that no man was ever obferved to laugh
all his life after who had once made his entry into
shis cave. It was ufual in thofe times, when any
one carried a more than ordinary gloominefs in his

52 features,



140 SPECTATOR.

features, to tell him that he looked like one juft come
out of Trophonius’s cave.

On the other hand, writers of a more merry com-
plexion have been no lefs fevere on the oppofite party;
and have had one advantage above them, that they
have attacked them with more turns of wit and hu-
mour,

After all, were a man’s temper at his own difpo-
fal, I think he would not choofe to be either of thefe
partiess fince the moft perfe& charaéter is that which
15 formed out of both of them, A man would nei-
ther cheofe to be a hermit nor a buffoon : human na-
ture 1s not fo miferable as that we fhould be always
melancholy, nor fo happy as that we fhould be al-
ways merry. In a word, a man fhould not live as
if there was no God in the world ; nor at the fame
time as if there were no men in it.

e

Wednefday, September 29, 1714 *.

v Solemiqua fuum, fua fidera norunt.
VirG. &En. vi, ver. 641,

Stars of their own, and their own funs they know.
DrypEN.

HAVE always taken a particular pleafure in ex-
amining the opinions which men of different re-
ligions, different ages, and different countries, have
entertained concerning the immortality of the foul,
and the flate of happinefs which they promlfe them-
felves in another world: For whatever prejudices
and errors human nature lies under, we find that
either reafon, or tradition from our firft parents, has
difcovered to all people fomething in thefe great
points which bears analogy ta truth, and to the doc-
* No. 6a0. trines
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trines opened to us by divine revelation. I was late-
1y difcourfing on this fubject with a learned perfon,
who has been very much converfant amoeng the in-
habitants of the more weftern parts of Africa. Upon
his converfing with feveral in that country, he tells
me that their notion of heaven, or of a future flate
of happinefs, is this, that every thing we there wifh
for will immediately prefent itfelf to ns. We find,
fay they, our fouls are of fuch a nature that they
require variety, and are not capable of being always
delighted with the fame objets. The Supreme Be-
ing, therefore, in compliance with this tafte of hap-
pinefs which he has planted in the foul of man, will
raife up from time to time, fay they, every gratifi-
cation which it is in the humour to be pleafed with.
If we wifh to be in groves or bowers, ameng running
ftreams or falls of water, we fhall immediately find
ourfelves in the midft of fuch a fcene as we defire.
If we would be entertained with mufic and the me-
lody of founds, the concert arifes upon our wilh,
and the whole regzon about us is filled with harmony.
In fhort, every defire will be followed by fruitien,
and whatever a man’s inclination direts him to, will
be prefent with him. Nor is it material whether
the Supreme Power creates’ in conformity to our
withes, or whether he only produces fuch a change
in our imagination as makes us believe ourfelves
converfant among thofe fcenes which delight us,
Our happinefs will be the fame, whether it proceeds
from external objedls, or from the impreffions of the
Deity upon our own private fancies. This is the
account I have received from my learned friend.
Notwithftanding this fyftem of belief be in general
very chimerical and vifionary, there is fomething
fublime in its manner of confidering the influence of
a Divine Being on a human foul. It has alfo, like
moft other opinions of the heathen world upon thefe
important points 3 it has; 1 i'ay, its foundation in
truth ; as it fuppofes the fouls of good men after this
life to be in a ftate of perfe@ happinefs; that in this

ftate
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flate there will be no barren hopes, nor fruitlel3
withes ; and that we fhall enjoy every thing we can
defire. But the particular circumftance which I am
moft pleafed with in this {cheme, and which arifes
from a juft refletion on human nature, is that va-
tiety of pleafures which it fuppofes the fouls of good
men will be pofleffed of in another world. This, I
think highly probable from the dictates both of rea-
fon and revelation. The foul confifts of many facul-
ties, as the underftanding and the will, with all the
fenfes both outward and inward ; or, to fpeak more
philofophically, the foul can exert herfelf in many
different ways of aftion. She can underftand, will,
imagine, fee and hear, love and difcourfe, and apply
herfelf to many other the like exercifes of different
kinds and natures ; but what is more to be confider-
ed, the foul is capable of receiving 2 moft exquifite
pleafure and fatisfalion from the exercife of any of
thefe its powers, when they are gratified with their
proper objects ; fhe can be entirely happy by the fa-
tisfaltion of the memory, the fight, the hearing, or
any other mode of perception. Every faculty is as
a'diftinét tafte in the mind, and hath objetts accom-
modated to its propor rehﬂt. Doétor Tillotfon fome-
where fays that he will not prefume to determine in
what confifts the happinefs of the bleffed, becaufe
God Almighty is capable of making the foul happy
by ten thoufand different ways. Befides thofe feve-
ral avenues to pleafure which the foul is endued
with in this life; it is not impoffible, according  to
the opinions of many eminent divines, but there may
be new faculties in the fouls of good men made per-
fect, as well as new fenfes in their glorified bodies.

s W ack e of, that there will be new objeéts
offered to 2all thofe faculties which are effential to us-
We are likewife to take notice that every particular
faculty is capable of being employed ona very great
variety of objects. The underftanding, for example,
may be happy in the contemplation of moral, natu-
ral, mathematical, 2nd other kinds of truth. The
memory
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memoty likewife may turn itfelf to an infinite mul-
titude of objeéts, efpecially when the foul fhall have
paffed through the fpace of many millions of years,
and fhall refle® with pleafure on the days of eternity.
Every other faculty may be confidered in the fame
extent. _

We cannot queftion but that the happinels of a
fbul will be adequate to its nature, and that it is not
endued with any faculties which are to lie ufelefs
and unemployed. The happinefs is to be the hap-
pinefs of the whale man ; and we may eafily conceive
to onrfelves the happmefs of the foul while any one
of its faculties is in the fruition of its chief good.
The happinefs may be of a more, exalted nature in
proportion as the faculty employed is fo ; but as the
whole foul ads in the exertion of any of its particu-
lar powers, the whole foul is happy in the pleafure
which arifes from any of its particular adls. For
'notwithﬁanding, as has been before hinted, and as
it has been taken notice of by one of the greateft
modern philofophers, we divide the foul into feveral
powers and faculnea, there is no fuch divifion in the
foul itfelf, fince it is the whole foul that remembers,
underﬁands, wills or imagines. Our manner of con-
ﬁdenng the memory, under.mdmg, will, imagina-
tion, and the like facumes, 1s for the better enabling
us to exprefs ourfelves in fuch abftracted fubjects of
{peculation, not that there is any. fuch divifion in the
foul itfelf.

Seeing then. that the foul has many different facul-
ties, or in other words, many-different ways of aét-
ing ; that it can be intenfely pleafed, or made happy
by all thefe different faculties, or ways of ating;
that it may be endued with feveral latent faculties,
which it is not at prefent in a condition to exert;
that we caunot believe the foul is endued with any
faculty which is of no ufe to it ; that whenever any
one of thefe faculties is tranfcendently pleafed, the
foul is in a ftate of happinefs ; and in the laft place, .
conﬁdermg that the heppinefs of another world is to

be
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be the happinef: of the-whole man, who can queftion
but that theré is an in infinite variety in thofe pleaf-
ures we ar¢ {peaking of, and that this fulnefs of joy
will be made up of all thofe pleafures which the na-
ture of the foul is capable of receiving.

We {hall be the more confirmed in this do&rine,
if we obferve the nature of variety with regard to
the mind of man. The foul does not care to be al-
ways in the fame bent. The faculties relieve one
another by turns, and receive an additional pleafure
from the novelty of thofe obje&ts about which they
are converfant.

Revelation likewife very much confirms this no-
tion, under the different views which it gives us of
our future happinefs. In the defeription of the throne
of God, it reprelents to us all thofe obje&ts which
are able to gratify the fenfes and 1magination: in
very many places it intimates to us all the happinefs
which the underflanding can pofiibly receive in that
ftate, where all things fhall be revealed to us, and
we fhall know even as we are known. The raptures
of devotion, of divine love, the pleafure of converfing
with our Blefled Saviour, with an innumerable hoft
of angels, and with the{pirits of juft men made per-
fe@, are likewife reveMled to us in feveral parts of
the holy writings. There are alfo mentioned thofe
hierarchies or governments in which the bleffed
fhall be ranged one above another, and in which we
may be fure a great part of our happinefs will like-
wife confift; for it will not be there as in this world,
where every one is aiming at power and fuperiority ;
but on the contrary, every one will find that " fia-
tion the moft proper for him in which he is plac~
ed, and will probably think that he could not
have been {o happy in any other ftation. Thefe, and
many other particulars are marked in divine revela-
tion as the feveral ingredients of our happinefs in
Heaven, which all imply fuch a variety of joys,
and fuch a gratification of the foul in all its different
faculties, as I have been here mentioning,.

Somie
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Some of the Rabbins tell us, that the cherubims
wre a fet of angels who know moft, and the {era-
phims a fet of angels who love moft. Whether this
diftin&ion be not altogether imaginary, I fhall not
here examine ; but it is highly probable, that among
the {pirits of good men there may be fome who will
be more pleafed with the employment of one faculty
than of another, and this perhaps according to thofe
innocent and viftuous habits or iaclinations which
have here taken the deepeft root.

I might here apply this confideration to the {pirits
of wicked men, with relation to the pain which they'
thall fuffer in every one of their faculties, and the
refpe@tive mileries which fhall be appropriated to
each faculty in particular. But leaving this to the
refletion of my readers, I fhall conclude with ob-
ferving how we ought to be thankful to our great
creator, and rejoice in the being which he has be-
ftowed upon us, for having made the foul fufceptible
of pleafure by fo many different ways. We fee by
what a variety of paffages joy and gladnefs may en-
ter into the thoughts of man; how wonderfully a
human {pirit is framed, to imbibe its proper fatis-
factions, and tafte the goodnefs of its creator. We
may therefore look into onrfelves with rapture and
amazement, and cannot {ufficiently exprefs our gra-
titude to him who has encompafled us with fuch a
profufion of bleflings, and opened in us fo many ca-
pacities of enjoying them.

There cannot be a ftronger argument that God
has defigned us for a ftate of future happinefs, and
for that heaven which he has revealed to us, than
that he has thus naturally qualified the foul for it,
and made it a being capable of receiving fo much
blifs. He would never have made fuch faculties in
vain, and have endowed us with powers that were
not to be exerted on fuch obje@s as are fuited to
them. It is very manifeft, by the inward frame and
<onftitution of our minds, that he has adapted them
to an infinite variety of pleafures and gratifications,

Vor. IV, T which
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which are not be met with in this life. We fhould
therefore at all times take care that we do not difap-
point this his gracious purpofe and intention towards
us, and make thofe faculties which he formed as fo
many qualifications for happinefs and rewards, to be
the inftrpments of pain and punithment, v
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Thurfday, May 28, 1713%*.

vl e S Ne forte pad’an
Sit tibi mufa lyre folers, & cantar Apollo.
Hor. Ars Poet. ver. of.

Blufh not to patronife the mufe’s fkill.

T has been remarked by curious obfervers, that
poets are generally long-lived, and run beyond
the ufual age of man, if not cut off by fome accident
or excefs, as Anacreon, in the midft of a very merry
old age, was choked with a grape-flone, The fame
redundancy of fpirit that produces the poetical flame,
keeps up the vital warmth, and adminifters uncom-
mon fewel to life. I queftion not but feveral in-
ftances will occur to my readei’s memory, from
Homer down to Mr. Dryden. I fhall only take no-
tice of two who have excelled it lyrics ; the one an
ancient, and the other a modern. The firft gained
an immortal reputation, by celebrating feveral joc-
keys in the Olympic games ; the laft has fignalized
himfelf on the fame occafion, by the ode that begins
with—¢¢ To horfe, brave boys ; to Newmarket ; ta
No. 67. T 2 « hoxfe*
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% horfe.” My reader will by this time know that.
the two poets 1 have mentioned are Pindar and Mr.
D‘Urfey. The former of thefe is long fince laid in
his urn, after having many years together endeared
himfelf to all Greece by his tuneful compofitions.
Our countryman is flill living, and in a bleoming
old age, that ftill promifes many mufical produc-
tions ; for, if am not miftaken, our Britifh {wan
will fing to the laft. The beft judges, who have per-
ufed his laft fong en the “ Moderate Man,” do
not difcover any decay in his parts; but think it
deferves a place among the fineft’ of thofe works
with which he obliged the world in his more early
years.

I am led into this fubjeét by a vifit which.I lately
received from my good old friend and contemporary.
As we both flourithed together in King Charles II.’s
reign, we diverted ourfelves with the remembrance
of {everal particulars that paffed in the world before
the greatelt part of my readers were born, and
could not but fmile to think how infenfibly we were
grown into a couple of venerable old gentlemen.
Tom obferved to me, that after having written more
odes than Horace, and about four times as manay
comedies as Terence, he was reduced to great diffi-
culties by the importunities of a fet of men who of
‘late years had furnifhed him with the accomodations
of life, and would not, as we fay, be paid with a
fong. In order to extricate my old friend, I imme-
mediately fent for the three direftors of tht: play-
houfe, and defired them, that they would in their
turn do a good office for a man, who, m Shake-
{peare’s phrafe, had often filled their mouths, I mean
with pleafantry and popular conceits. They very
generoudly liftened to my propofal, and agreed to aét .
% The plotting fifters,” (a very taking play of my
old friend’s compofing), on the 15th of next month,
for the benfit of the author.

My kindnefs to the agreeable Mr. DUrfey will
be imperfed, if, after having engaged the players in
his favour, T donot get the town to come into it.-

T muft
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1 muil therefore heartily recommend to all the young
ladies, my difciples, the cafe of my old friend, who
has often made their grandmothers merry, and whofe
fonnets have perhaps lulled afleep many a prefent
‘toaft when fhe lay in her cradle.

I have already prevailed on my Lady Lizard to be
at the houfe in one of the front boxes, and defign, if
I am in town, to lead her in myfelf at the head of
her daughters., The gentleman I am fpeaking of has
laid obligations on fo many of his countrymen, that
1 hope they will think this but a juit return to the
good fervice of a yeteran poet.

I myfelf remember King Charles II, leaning on
Tom D‘Urfey s fhoulder more than once, and hum-
ming over a fong with him. Itis certain that mo-
narch was not a little fupported by ¢ Joy to great
¢ Ceefar,” which gave the Whigs fuch a blow as
they were not able to recover that whole reign. My
friend afterwards attacked popery with the fame
fuccefs, having expofed Bellarmine and Porto-Carero
more than once in fhort fatyrical compofitions, which
have been in every body’s mouth., He has made
ufe of Italian tunes and fonatas for prometing the
Proteftant intereft, and turned a confiderable part of
the Pope’s mufic againft himfelf. In thort, he has
obliged the Court with political {onnets, the country’
with dialogues and paftorals, -the city with deferip-
tions of a Lord Mayor’s feaft; not to mention his
little ode upon ¢ Stool-Ball,” with many other of
the like nature.

Should the very individuals he hes celebrated
make their appearance together, ithey would be fof«
ficient to fill the play-houfe. “ Pretty Peg of Wind-
¢ for,” ¢ Gillian of Croydon,” with “ Dolly and
¢ Molly,” and ¢ Tommy and Johny,” with many
others to be met with in the mufical mifcellanies,
intituled, ¢ Pills to purge melancholly,” would
make a good benefit-night,

As my friend, after the manner of the old lyrics,
accompanies his works with his own voice, he has
heen the delight of the moft polite companies and

o Teans
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converfations, from the beginning of King Charles
11.’s reign to our prefent times. Many an honeft
gentleman has got a reputatmn in his country by
pretendmg to have been in company with Tom

D Urfey.
I might here mention feveral other nierits in my

- friend ; as his enriching our language with a multi-
tude of rhimes, and bringing words together, that,
without his good offices, would never have been
acquainted with one another, fo long as it had been
a tongue. But I muft not omit, that my old friend
angles for a trout the beft of any man in England,
May flies come in late this feafon, or I myfelf
thould before now have had a trout of his hooking.

- After what I have faid, and much more that I
might fay on this fubje& I queftion not but the
world will think that my old friend ought not to
pafs.the remainder of his life in a cage like 2 finging
bird, but enjoy all that Pindaric liberty which is
fuitable to a man of his genius. He has made the
world merry, and I hope they will make him eafy
fo long as he ftays among us. This I will take up-
on me to fay, they cannot do a kindnefs to a more
diverting companion, or a more cheerful, honeit, and .
good natured man.
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Tuefday, June 2, 1713*.

Ouale portentum neque militaris
Daunia in latis alit efculetis
Nee Jube tellus generat, leonum
Arida nutrix. :
Hor. Od. 22. L. 1. ver. 43.

No beaft of more portentous fize

In the Hercinian foreft lies ;

Nor fiercer, in Numidia bred,

With Carthage were in triumph led.
Roscommon,

QUESTION not but my country-cuftomers will
I be furprifed to hear me complain, that this town
1s of late years very much infefted with lions; and
will perhaps look upon it as a ftrange piece of news,
when I affure them that there are many of thefe
Jbeafts of prey who walk %ur {treets in broad day-
light, beating about from coffechoufe to coffeehonfe,
and feeking whom they may devour.

‘To unriddle this paradox, I muft acquaint my ru-
ral reader, that we polite men of the town give the
name of a lion to any one who is a great man’s fpy.
And whereas I cannot difcharge my office of Guar-
dian without fetting a mark on fuch a noxious ani-
mal, and cautioning my wards againft him; I defign
this whole paper as an eflay upon the political lion.

It has coft me a great deal of time to difcover the
reafon of this appellation ; but after many difquifitions
and conjeétures on fo obfcure a fupjed, I find there
. are two accounts of it more f{atisfactory than the reft.
In the republic of Venice, which has been always °
the mother of politics, there are near the Doge’s pa-
lace feveral large figures of lions curiouflly wrought
jn marble, with mouths gaping in a moft enormous

* No, y1. manney,
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manner. Thofe who have a mind to give the flate
any private mtélhgence of what pafles in the city,
put their hands into the mouth of one of thefe lions,
and convey into it a paper of fuch private informa-
tions as any way regard the intereft or fafety of the
commonwealth. By this means all the fecrets of
ftate come out of the lion’s mouth, The informer
is concealed ; it is the lion that tells every thing. In
thort, there is not a mifmanagement in office, or a
murmur in converfation, which the lion does not ac-
quaint the government with. For this reafon, fay
the learned, a {py is very properly diftinguifhed by
the name of lion.

I muft confefs this etymology is plaufible enough,
and I did for fome time acquiefce in it, till about a
year or two dgo I met with a little manufeript which
fets this whole matter in a clear light. In the reign
of Queen Elizabeth, fays my author, the renowned
Walfingham had many fpies in his fervice, from
whom the government received great advantage. The
moft eminent among them was the ftatefman’s. barber,
whofe firname was Lion. This fellow had an ad-
mirable knack of fithing oug the fecrets of his cuftom-
ers, as they were under his hands. He would rub
and lather a man’s head till he had got out every
thing that was in it. He had a certain faap in his
fingers, and a volubility in his tongue, that would
engage a man to talk with him whether he would or
no. By this means he became an inexhauftible fund .
of pnvate intelligence, and fo fignalized ‘himfelf in
the capacity of a fpy, that from his time a mafter-
1py goes under the name of a lion.

Walfingham had a moft excellent pénctration, and
never attempted to turn any man into a Hon whom
he did not fee highly qualified for it, when he was
in his human condition. Indeed the fpeculative men
of thofe times fay of him, that he would new and
then play them off, and expofe them a little unmer-
cifully ; but that in my opinion feems only good
policy, for otherwife they mlght {et up for men a%lam

when
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when they thought fit, and defert his fervice. But
howeyer, though in that very corrupt age he made
ufe of thefe animals, he had a great efteem for true
men, and always exerted the higheft generofity in
offering them more, without afking terms of them,
and doing more for them out of mere refpeét for their
talents, though againft him, than they could expe&
from any other minifter whom they had ferved never
fo confpicuoufly. This made Raleigh {who profeffed
himfelf his opponent) fay ene day to a frieud, * Pox
* take this Walfingham ; he baffles every 1:md3;r ; he
“ won’t fo much 2s let 2 man hate him in prnate.

True it is, that by the wanderings, roarings, and
lurkings of his lons, he knew the way to every man
breathing, who had not a contempt for the world it-
felf: He had lions rampant, whom he ufed for the
fervice of the church, and couchant, whe were to
lie down for the queen. They were fo much at com-
mand, that the couchant would aét as the rampant, .
and the rampant as couchant, without being the leaft

out of countenance; and zll this within four-and- -

twenty hours. Walfingham had the pleafanteft life

in the world ; for by the force of his power and in-

telligence, he faw men as they really were, and not

as the world thought of them : All this was princi--
pally brought about by feeding his Hons well, or -
keeping them hungry, according to their different

conftitutions.

Having given this (hort but neceffary account of
this ftatefman and his barber, who, like the taylor
in Shapefpeare’s Pyramus and Thifbe, was 2 man made
as other men are, uotwithﬁanding he was a nominal
Hon, I {hall proceed to the defeription of this {trange
{pecies of ereatures. Ever fince the wife Walfingham
was fecretary in this nation, our ftatefmen are faid
to have encouraged the breed among us, as very well
knowing that a lion in our Britith arms js one of the
fupporters of the crown, and that it is impoffible for
a government, in ‘which' there are fuch a variety of
¢ YVor. IV. U fadtions
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fadtions and intrigues, to {fubfift without this necef:
fary animal.

A lion or ma.&er—fpy hath feveral jack-calls undes
him, who are his retailers in intelligence, and bring
him in materials for his report; his chief haunt is a
coffee-houfe; and as his voice is exceeding ftreng, it
aggravates the found of every thing it repeats.

As the lion generally thirfts after blood, and is of
a fierce and cruel nature, there are no fecrets which
he hunts after with more delight than thofe that
cut off heads, hang, draw and quarter, or end in
the ruin of the perfon who becomes his prey. If he
gets the wind of any word or ation that may do 2
man good, it is not for his purpofe; he quits the
chace, and falls into a more agreeable fcent.

He difcovers a wonderful {agacity in feeklng after
his prey. He couches and frifiss about in & thoufand
{portful motions to draw it within his reach, and has
a particular way of imitating the found of the crea-
ture whom he would enfnare ; ap artifice to be met
. with in no beaft of prey except the hyeena and the

political lion,

You feldom fee a clufter of news-mongers with-
out a lion in the midft of them. He mever mifles
taking his ftand within ear-fhot of one of thofe little
ambitious men who fet up for orators in places of
public refort. If there is a whifpering hole, or any
public-fpirited corner in a coffee-houfe, you never
fail of feeing a lion couched upon his elbow in fome
part of the neighbourhood.

A lion is particularly addited to the perufal of
every loofe paper that lies in his way. He appears
more than ordinary attentive to what he reads, while
he liftens to thofe who are about him. He takes up
the poft-man, and fnuffs the candle that he may hear
the better by it. I have feen a lion pore upon a
fingle paragraph in an old gazette for two hours to-
gether, if his nelghbours have been talking all thae

* while,
Havm‘

—



GUA4 RDIAN. o U0

Having given a full defeription of this moniter,
for the benefit of fuch innocent perfons as may fall
into his walks, I fhall apply a word or two to the lion
himfelf, whom I would defire to confider that he is
a creature hated both by God and man, and regard-
ed with the utmoft contempt even by fuch as make
ufe of him. Hangmen and executioners are necef-
fary in a ftate, and fo may the animal T have been
here mentioning ; but how defpicable is the wretch

« that takes 6n him fo vile an employment? Thereis
fearce a being that would not fuffer by a comparifon
with him, except that being only who aéts the fame
kind of part, and is both the tempter and accufer of
mankind. 3,

e e

= - Wedneg/day, July 1, 1713 *.

Cunéti adfinty, meriteque expeclent pramia palme.
Vire. &n. 5. ver. jo.

Let all be prefent at the games prepar’d ;
And joyful vi¢tors meet the juft reward.
; DrypEN.

HERE is no maxim in politics more indifput~
able than that a nation fhould have many
honours in referve for thofe who do national fervices.
This raifes emulation, cherifhes public merit, and
infpires every one with an ambition which promotes
the good of his country. The lefs expenfive thefe
honaurs are to the public, the more ftill do they turn
to its advantage.

‘The Romans abounded with thefe little honerary
rewards, that, without conferring wealth or riches,
gave only place and diftin&ion to the perfon who re~
ceived them. An oaken garland to be worn on fefti- -
vals and public ceremonies, was the glorious recom-

* No, g6. Ua . penfe
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penfe of one who had covered a citizen in :battie:
A foldier weuld not only venture his life for a mu-
ral crown, but think the moft hazardous enterprife
fuffictently repaid by fo noble d donation.

But among ail honerary rewards which are neither
dangerous nor detrimental to the donor, I remember
none fo remarkable as the titles which: are befiowed
by the emperor of China. Thefe aze never givento
any {ubject, fays Monfieur le Conte, till the fubject

"is dead. If he has pleafed his Emperer to the laft, -
he is called in all public memorials by the title which
the Emperor confers on him after his death ; and his
children take their ranks accordingly. This keeps
the ambitious fubject ina perpetual deuendmce, mak-
ing him always vigilant and aflive, and in every
thing conformable to the will of his fovereign.

There are no honorary rewards ameng us which
are more efteemed by the perfon who receives them,
and are cheaper to the prince, thaw the giving of
medals. Bat there is fomething in the modemn man-
ner of celebrating 2 great aftion in medals; swhich
makes fuch a reward much lefs valuable than it was
among the Romans. There is generally but one
coin ftamped upon: theoecafion, which is made a pre~
fent to the perfon who is celebrated on it. By this
means his whole fame is in his own cuftedy. The
applaufe that is beftowed upon him is too much li-
mited and confined. He is/in pofleffion of an honeur
which the world perhaps knows niothing of. He may
be a great man in his own family; his wife and
children may fee the monument of an exploit, which
the public in a little time is a firanger to. The Ro-
mans took a quite different method in this particular. '
Their medals were their current moncy. When an
action deferved to be recorded in coin, it was ftamp-
ed perhaps upon an hundred thoufand pieces of mo-
ney, like our fhillings or halfpence, which were ii-

+ fued out of the mint and became current. This me-
thod publithed every noble a&tion to advantage, and
in a fhort fpace of time fpread through the whole

Roman
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Roman empire. The Romans werefo careful to pre-
ferve the memory of great eveats upon. their coins,
that when any particular piece of money grew very
fearce, it was often recoined by a fucceeding emper- |
or, many years after the death of the emper&r te
whofe honour it was firft firuck.

A friend of mine drew up a projet of this kind
during the late miniftry, which would then have
been put in execution, had it not been too bufy a time
for thoughts of that nature. As this proje& has
been very much talked of by the gentleman abeve
mentioned to men of the greatelt genius as well as
quality, I am informed there is nowa defign en foot
for ‘executing the propofal which was then made, and
that we thall have feveral farthings and halfpence
charged on. the revesfe with many of the glorieus
particulars of her Majefty’s-reign. This is ene of
thofe arts jof peace which may very well delerve to
be cultivated, and which may be of great ufe to
poltenity,

As I have in my pofleflion the copy of the paper
above mentioned, which was delivered to the late
Lord Treafurer,, I fhall here give the public.a fight
of it 5. for 1ido not queftion but that the curious part.
of my readers will be very well pleafed to, fee fo
much matter, and fo many wufeful hints upon this
fubjeét, laid together in fo clear and concife a
manner.

HE Englifth have not beenfo careful as other
polite nations to preferve the memeory of
their great attions and events on medals. = Their
{ubjefts are few, their mottos and devices mean,
and the coins themfelves not numerous enough to
¢ fpread among the people, or defcend to poite-
o ity
¢ The French have outdone us in thefe particu-
“ lars ; and, by the eftablifbment of a fociety for
g the invention of proper infcriptions and defigns,
¢ have
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have the whole hiftory of their prefent ic.mg ina
regular feries of medals.

“ They have failed, as well as the Englifh, i
coining fo {mall a number of each kind, and thofe
of fuch coftly medals, that each fpecms may be
loft in a few ages, and is at prefent mo-where td
be met with but in the cabinets of the curions.

¢ The ancient Romans took the only effectual
method to difperfe and preferve their medals, by
making them their current money.

* Every thing glorious or ufeful, as well in peace
as war, gave occafion to a different coin. Not
only an expedition; viftory, or triumph ; but the
exercife of a folemn devotion, the remifiion of a
duty or tax, a new temple, féa-port, or highway,
were tranfmitted to pofterity after this manner.

“ The greateft variety of devices are on their cop-
per money, which have moft of the defigns that
are to be met with on the gold and filver, and fe-
veral peculiar to that metal only. By this means
they were difperfed into the remoteit corners of
the empire, came into the pofleflion of the pooy
as well as rich, and were in no danger of perifh-
ing in the hands of thefe that might have melted
down coins of a more valuable metal.

“ Add to all thls, that the defigns were invented
by men of gemus, and .executed by a decree of .
fenate.

¢ It is therefore propofed,

¢ I.-That the Enghfh farthings and halfpence’ be
recoined upon the union of the two nations.

¢ II. That they hear devices and infcriptions al-
luding to all the moft remarkable parts of her Ma-
jefty?s reign.

¢ III. That there be a fociety eftablithed for the
finding out of proper fubjects, infcriptions and
devices. .

“ IV. That no fubjeét, infcription or device be

¢ ftamped without the approbation of this fociety s

L nory
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nor, if it be thought proper, withouttheauthority
of privy coun=il.

‘ By this means medals that are at prefent only a
dead treafure, or mere curiofities, will be of ufein
the ordinary commerce of life, and at the fame
time perpetuate the glories of her Majefty’s reign,
reward the labours of her greateft fubjeéts, keep
alive in the people a gratitude for public fervices,
and excite the emulation of pofterity. To thefe
generous purpofes mothing canfo much contribute
as medals of this kind, which are of undoubted
authority, of neceflary ufe and obfervation, not
perifhable by time, nor confined to any certain
place ; properties not to be found in books, fta-
tues, pittures, bufldings, or any other monuments
of illuftrious ations.”

Thurfday, July 2, 1713*.
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————Furor ¢ff poff omnia perdere naulum. -

Juv. Sat. viii. ver. 97.

*Tis mad to laviflh What their rapine left.
. STEPNEY.

“ S IR,

WAS left @ thoufand pounds by an uncle;

and being a man, to my thinking, very likely
to get a rich widow, I laid afide all thoughts of
making my fortune any other way, and without
lofs of time made my application to one who had
buried her hulband about a week hefore. By the
help of fome of her fhe-friends, who were my re-
lations, I got into her company, when fhe would
{ee no man befides myfelf and her lawyer, who is
a little rivelled fpindle-fhanked gentleman, and
married to boot; fo that I had go reafon to fear
* Ne. o7. * him
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hirh.  Upon my firfk feeing her, fhe faid in con-
verfation within my hearing, that fhe thought a
pale complexion the molt agreeable either in man
or woman. Now, you muft know, Sir, my face
i5 as white as chalk. “This gave me fome encou-
ragement ; fo that, to mend the matter, I bought
a fine flaxen long wig that coft me thirty guineas,
and found an opportunity of feeing her in’it the
next day. She then let drop fome expreflions a-
bout an agate fmdifi-box. I immediately took the
hint and bought one, being unwilling to omit any
thing that might make me defirable in her eyes.
I was betrayed after the fame manner into a
brocade wailtcoat, a fvord-knot, a pair of filver-
fringed gloves, and a diamond ring. But whether

¢ out of ficklenefs or a defign upon me I can’t tell ;

but I found by her difcourfe that what fthe liked
one day fhe difliked another : fo that in {ix months
fpace I was forced to equip myfelf above a dozen
times. As I told you before, I took her hints at
a diftance ; for I could never find an opportunity
of talking with her direétly to the point. All this
time, however, I was allowed the utmoft fami-
liarities with her lap-dog, and have played with
it above an hour together without receiving the
leaft reprimand ; and had many other marks of
favour fhewn me which I thought amounted to a
promife. If fhe chanced to drop her fan, {he re-
ceived it from my hands with great civility. If
fhe wanted any thing, I reached jt for her. I have
filled her tea-pot above an hundred times, and
have afterwards received a dith of it from her own
hands. Now, Sir, do you judge, if after fuch en-
couragements fhe was not obliged to marry me,

I forgot to tell you, that I kept a chair by the -

week on purpefe to carry me thither and back
again. INot to trouble you with a long letter, in
the fpace of about a twelvemonth T have run out

of my whole thoufand pound upon her, having

laid out the laft fifty ina new fuit of clothes, in
% which
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*¢ which I was refolved to receive her final aafwer,
“ which amounted to this, that fhe was engaged to
“ another ; that-fhe never dreamed 1 had any fuch
 thing in my head as marriage ; and that fhe
‘¢ thought I had frequented her heufe only becaufe
* I loved to be in company with my relations. This,
you know, Sir, is uling a man like a fool; andfo
¢ 1'told her: but the worft of it is, that T have fpent
‘“ my fortune to no purpefe. All therefore that I
defire of you is, to tell me whether, upon exhibit-
¢ ing the feveral particulars which I have here related
to you, I may not fue her for damages in a court
of juftice. Your advice in this particular wiil
very much oblige
“ Your moft humble admirer,
“ Sy SeFrry.”’

Before I anfwer Mr. Softly’s requeft, I find myfeld
under a neceflity of difcufling two nice points. Firlt
of all, What it is, in cafes of this nature, that a-
mounts to'an encouragement ; and {fecondly, What
it is that amounts to a promife. Each of which
fubjeéts requires more time to examine than I am at
prefent mafter of. Befides, I would have my friend
Simon confider whether he has any counfel that will
undertake his caufe i forma pauperis ; he having un-
luckily difabled himfelf, by his own account of the
matter, from profecuting his fuit any other way.

In anfwer, however, to Mr. Softly’s requeft, I
thall acquaint him with a method made unfe of by
a young fellow in King Chasles 11.’s reign, whom I
fhall here call Silvio, who had long made love, with
much artifice and intrigue, to a rich widow, whofe
true name I fhall conceal under that of Zélinda, Sil-
via, who was much more {mitten with her fortune
than her perfon, finding a twelvemonth’s application
unfuccefsful, was refolved to make a faving bargain
of it, and fince he could not get the widow’s eftate
into his pofleflion, to recover at leaft what he had
jaid out of his own in the purfuit of it.

Vog. IV. X In
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In order to this, he prefented her with a bill of
cofts ; havmg particularized in it the feveral expen-
ces he had been at in his long’ perplexed amour.
Zelinda was f{o pleafed with the humour of the fel-
low, and his frank way of dealing, that upon the
perufal of the bill fhe fent him a purfe of fifteen
hundred guineas ; by the right application of which

. the lover in lefs than a year got a woman of 2
greater fortune than her he had mified. The feve-
ral articles in the bill of cofts I pretty well remem-
ber, though I have forgotten the particular fum
charged to each article,

- Laid out in fupernumerary full-bottom wigs ;
Fiddles for a ferenade, with a fpeaking-trumpet ;
Gilt paperin letters and billet-doux, with per-

fumed wax;

A ream of fonnets and love-verfes, purcha{'ed at
different times of Mr. Triplett, at a crown a-fhect ;

To Zelinda, two fticks of May cherries;

Lalt {ummer, at feveral times, 2 buthel of peaches;

Three porters whom I planted about her to watch
her motions ;

The firft, who ftood centry near her daor

The fecond, who had his fland at the ftables where
her coach was putup;

The third, who kept watch at the corner of the
ftreet where Ned Courtall lives, who has fince mar-
ried her ;

Two additional porters planted over her during
the whole month of May 5

Five conjurors kept in pay all laft winter;

Spy money to John Trot her footman, and Mrs.
Sarah Wheedle her companion ;

A new Conning{mark blade to fight Ned Courtall;
To Zelinda’s woman, Mrs. Abigail, an Indian

fan, a dozen pair of white kid gldves, a piece of
Flanders lace, and fiftcen guineas in dry money ;

Secret-fervice money to Betty at the ring; .

Ditto, to Mrs. Tape the mantua-maker

Lofs of time.
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 Friday, July 3, |71:';*._—

In fife #6018 ;i
i ¢ Vizg. Georg. 4. ver. 444.

He refumes himlelf.

HE firft who undertook to inftruét the world

in ﬁngle papers, was laac Bickerftaft of fa-

, mous memory ; a man nearly related to the family

of the Ironfides. We have often fmoked a pipe to-

gether ; for 1 was {fo much in his books, that at his

deceafe he left me a filver ftandifh, a pair of {pec-

tacles, and the lamp by which he ufed to write his
lucubrations.

The venerable Ifaac was fucceeded by a gentle-
man of the fame family, very memorable for the
{hortnefs of his face and of his {peeches. This in-
genious author publithed his thoughts and held
his tongue with great applaufe for two years toge-
ther.

I Neftor Ironfide have now for fome time under-
taken to fill the place of thefe my two renowned
kinfmen and predeceflfors: For it is obferved of
every branch of our family, that we have all of us a
wonderful inclination to give good advice ; though
it is remarked of fome of us, that we are apt on this
occafion rather to give than take,

" Howevertit be, 1 cannot' but oblerve with fome
fecret pride, that this way of writing diurnal papers
has not fucceeded for any [pace of time in the hands
of any perfons who are not of our line. I believe I
fpeak within compafs, when I affirm that above a
hundred different anthors have endeayoured after onr
family-way of writing ; fome of which have been
writers in other kinds of the greateﬁ; erminence in the
* No. 98. X2 kingdom :
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kingdom: But I do not know how it has happened,
they have none of them hit upon the art. Their
proje&ts have always dropt after a few unfuccefsful
effays. It puts me in mind of a flory which was
Iately told me of a pleafant friend of mine, who has
2 very fine hand on the viokin. His maid-fervant
feeing his inftrument Iying upon the table, and being

fenfible there was mufic in it, if fhe knew how o
fetch it out, drew the bow over every part of the
firings, and at laft told her mafter, fhe had tried the
fiddle all over, but could not for her heart find where-
about the tune lay.

- But though the whole burden of fuch a paper is
only fit to relt on the fhoulders of a Bickerltaff, or
an Ironfide, there are feveral who can acquit them-
felves of a fingle day’s labour in it with fuitable
abilities. Thefe are gentlemen whom I have often
invited to this trial of wit, and who have feveral of
them acquitted themfelves to my private emolument,
as well as to their own reputation. My Paper among
the republic of letters is the Ulyfles his bow, in which
every man of wit or learning may try his {trength.
One who does not care to write a book without being
fure of his abilities, may fee by this nieans if his
parts and talents are to the public tafte.

This I take to be of great advantage to men of the
belt {enfe, who are always diffident of their private
judgment, till it receives a fan&ion from the public.
Provoco ad papuluwm, * T appeal to the people,” was
the ufual faying of a very excellent dramatic poet,
when he had any difputes with particular perfons
about the juftnefs and regularity of his productions,
It is but a meloncholy comfort for an auther, to be’
fatisfied that he has written up to the rules of art,
when he finds he has no admirers in the world be-
fides hlmfelf. Common modefty thould on this oc-
cafion make a man fufpe& his own judgment, and
that he mifapplies the rules of his art, when he finds
himfelf fingular in the applaufe which he beftows
apon his own writings.

The
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The public is always even with an author whe has
not a jult deference for them. The contempt is
reciprocal. * I laugh at every one,” faid an old
Cynic, * who laughs at me.” * Do you fo,” re-
plied the philofopher ; ** then let me tell Jou, 1yl
¢ live the merrieft life of any man in Athens.”

It is not therefore the leaft ufe of this my paper,
that it gives a timorous writer, and fuch is every
good one, an opportunity of putting his abilities to
the proof, and of founding the public before he
launches into it. For this reafon, I look upon my
paper as a kind of nurfery for anthors; and queftion
not but fome who have made a good figure here,
will hereafter flourith under their own names in more
long and elaborate works.

After having thus far enlarged upon this particu-
far, I have one favour to beg of the candid and cour-
teous reader, that when he meets with any thing in
this paper which may appear 4 little dull and heavy,
(though I hope this will not be often), he will be-
" lieve it is the work of fome other perfon, and not of
Neftor Ironfide. ;

I have, I know not how, been drawn in to tattle
of -myfelf, more majorum, almoit the length of a
whole Guardian. 1 fhall therefore fill up the re-
maining part of it with what ftill relates to my own
perfon, and my correfpondents. Now, I would have
them all know, that on the twentieth inftant it is
my intention to erect a lion’s head, in imitation of
thofe I have deferibed in Venice, throngh which all
the private intelligence of that commonwealth 15 faid
to pafs. This head is to open a moft wide and vora-
cious mouth, which fhall take in fuch letters and
papers as are conveyed to me by my correfpondents ;
it being my refolution to have a particular regard to
all fuch matters as come to my hands through the
mouth of the lion. There will be under it a box,
of which the key will be kept in my own cuitody,
to receive fuch papers as are dropped into it. ‘What-
ever the lion fwallows, I fhall digeft for the ufe of

the
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the public. This head requires fome time to finifls,
the workmen being refolved to give it feveral maf-
terly touches, and to reprefent it as ravenous as
poflible, It will be fet up in Button’s coffee-houfe
mn Covent-garden, who is diredted to thew the way
to the lion’s head, and to inltrué any young author
how to convey his works into the mouth of it with
fafety and fecrecy.

Saturday, July 4, 1713 *

Juflum el tenacem propafiti virum,
Non civium ardor prava jubentinm,

Non vultus inflantis tyranni

Mente quatit folida ; neque Aufler

Dusx inquicti turbidus Adrie,
Nec fulminantis magna foves manus :

Si fraétus itlibatur orbis,

- Impavidum ferient ruine.

¥ Hor. Ode 3. 1. 3. ver. x

PARAPHRASED.

The man refolv’d, and fteady to his truft,

Inflexible to ill, and obitinately juft,

May the rude rabble’s infolence defpife,

Their fenfelefs clamours, and tumultous cries -
The tyrant’s fiercenefs he beguiles,

And the ftern brow, and the harfh voice defies,
And with fuperior greatnefs fmiles.

Not the rough whirlwind, that deforms -
Adria’s black gulf, and vexes it with ftorms,
The {tubborn virtue of his foul can moye :
- Not the red arm of angry Jove,
That flings the thunder from the iky',
And gives it rage to roar, and ftrength to fly.
* No. 99. « whould
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Should the whole frame of hature round him brealk,
In roin and confufion hurl’d,
He unconcern’d would hear the mighty crack,
And ftand fecure amidit a falling world.
Axox.

HERE is no virtue fo truly great and godlike
as juftice.  Moft of the other virtues are the
virtues of ereated beings, or aceemodated to our na-
ture, as we are men. Juftice is that which is: prac-
tifed by God himfelf; and to be prafifed in its per-
,fe@tion by none but him. Omnifcience and omnipo-
tence are requifite for the full exertion of it; the
one to difcover every degree of uprightacfs or in-
iquity in thought:;, words and aions; the other
to meafure out and impart fuitable rewards and pu=
nifhments.

As to be perfeftly juft is an attribute in' the di-
vine nature ; to be {o to the utmoft of our abilities
is the glory of a man. Such an one who has the,
public adminiftration in his hands, aéls like the re-
prefentative of his maker, in recompenfing the wvir-
tuous, and punithing the offender. By the extirpat-
ing of a criminal, he averts the judgments of hea-
ven, when ready to fall wpon an impious people s
or, as my friend Cato exprefles it much better in a
fentiment conformable to his charaéter:

When by juft vengeance impious mortals perifh,
The Gods behold their punifhment with pleafure;
And lay th* uplifted thunderbolt afide.

. When a nation once lofes its regard to juftice;
when they do not look npon it as fomething vener-
able, holy and inviolable: when any of them dare
prefume to leflen, affront or terrify thofe who have
the diftribution of it in their hands; when a judge is
capable of being influenced by any thing but law, ov
i caufc may be recommended by any thing that is fo- -

relgn
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reign.to its. own merits, we may venture to pro~
nounce that fuch a nation is haftening to its ruin.

For this reafon, the beft law that has ever paffed
in our days, is that which continues our judges in
iheir pofts during their good behaviour, without
leaving them to the mercy of fuch who in ill times
might, by an undue influence over them, trouble
- and pervert the courfe of juftice. I dare fay, the ex-
traordinary perfon who is pow pofted in the chief
ftation of the law, would have been the fame had
that aét never paffed : but it is a great fatisfaétion to
all hopefl: men, that while we fee the greateft orna-
ment of the profeflion in its highefl poit, we are fure
hie cannot hurt himfelf by that afliduous, regular and
impartial adminiftration of juftice for which he is fo
univerfally celebrated by the whole kingdom. Such
snen are to be reckoned among. the greatelt national
bleflings, and fhould have that honour paid them
whillt they are yet living, which will not fail to
crogn their memory when dead.

I always rejoice when I fee a tribunal filled with
2 man of an upright and inflexible temper, who in
the execution of his country’s laws can overcome all
priyate fear, refentment, folicitation, and even pity
atfelf. Whatever paffion enters into 2 fentence or
decifion, fo far will there be'in it a tinfture of in-
juftice. In fhort, juftice difeards party, friendfhip,
kindred ; and is therefore always reprefented as
blind, that we may fuppofe her thoughts are wholly
‘intent on the equity of a caufe, without being di-
Yerted or prejudiced by objeéts foreign to it.

I fhall conclude this paper with a Pecfian flory
which is very: fuitable to my prefent fubject. It
will not a little pleafe the reader, if he has the fame
tafte of it which I myfelf have.

As one of the Sultans lay encamped on the plains
of Avala, a certain great man of the army entered
by fores into a peafant’s houfe; and finding his wife
very handfome, turned the good man out of his
dwelling, and went to bed to her. The peafant
complained the next morning to the Sultan, and de- -

fired
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fired redrefs, but was not able to point out the ecri-
minal. The Emperor, who was very much incenfed
at the injuty done to the poor man, teld him that
probably the offender might give his wife another
vifit; and if he did, commanded him immediately to
repair to his tent, and ac'luamt him with it. Ac-
cordingly, within two or three days the officer en-
tered again the peafant’s houfe, and turned the owner
‘out of doors, who thereupon applied himfelf to the
imperial tent, as he was ordered.” The Sultan went
in perfon with his guards to the poor man’s houfe,
where he arrived about midnight. As the attend-
ants carried each of them a flambeaua in their hands,
the Sultan, after having ordered all the lights to be
put out, gave the word to enter the houfe, find out
the criminal, and put him to death. This was im- -
mediately executed, and the cmpﬁ, laid out upon the
floor by the Emperor’s command. He then bid
every one light his flambeau, and fland about the
dead body. The Sultan approaching it, looked up-
on the face, and immediately fell upon his knees in
prayer. Upon his rifing up, he ordered the peafant
to fet before him whatever food he had in his houfe.
The peafant brought out 2 great deal of coarfe fare,
of which the Emperor ate very heartily. The pea-
fant feeing him in good humotr, prefumed to alk of
him why he had ordered the flambeaux to to be put
out before he had commanded the adulterer fhould
be flain? why, upon their being lighted again, he
looked upon the face of the dead body, and fell
down in prayer? and why after this he had ordered
meat to be fet before him, of which he now ate fo
heartily? The Sultar being willing to gratify the
curiofity of his hoft, anfwered him in this manner:
“%'Upon hearing the greatnels  of the offence which
¢ had been committed by one of the army, 1 had
¢ reafon to think it might have been one of my own
* fons ; for who elfe would have been fo andacious
“ and prefuming? 1 gave orders therefore for the
#* lights to be extinguithed, that I might not be led
Vor. IV. g 7 “ aftray
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‘ aftray by partiality or compaflion from doing juf-
“ tice on the criminal. Upon the lighting the flam-
¢ beaux a fecond time, I looked upon the face of
¢ the dead perfon, and to my unfpeakable joy found
“ it was not my fon. It was for this reafon that I
immediately fell upon my knees and gave thanks
“ to God. As for my eating heartily of the food
¢ yon have fet before me, you will ceafe to won-
der at it when you know, that the great anxiety
of mind I have been in upon this occafion, fince
the firft complaints you brought me, has hin-
¢ dered my eating any thing from that time till this
¢ very moment.”

-

€

-
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Monday, July 6, 1713 *

Hoc wos pracipue, nivez, decet : hoc ubi vidi,
Ofcula ferre kumero, qua patet, ufgue libet.
Ovip, Ars Am. L il ver. 309

If fnowy-white your neck, you ftill thould wear
That and the fhoulder of the left arm bare:
Such fights ne’er fail to fire my am’rous heart,
And make me pant to kifs the naked part.
CONGREVE.

HERE is a certain female ornament by fome
called a racker, and by others the neck-piece, be-
ing a {lip of fine linen or mullin that ufed to run in
a fmall kind of rufile round the uppermoft verge of
the women’s ftays, and by that means covered 2 great
part of the thoulders and bofom. Having thus given
a definition, or rather defcription of the tucker, I
mufl take notice that our ladies have of late thrown
afide this fig-leaf, and expofed in its primitive naked-
nefs that gentle fwelling of the breaft which it was
ufed to conceal. What theif defign by it is they
themfelves beft know,
* No. 100. I obferved
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1 obferved this as I was fitting the other day by a
famous fhe-vifitant at my Lady Lizard’s; when acci-
dentally as I was looking upon her face, letting my
fight fall into her bofom, I was furprifed with beau-
ties which I never before difcovered; and do not
know where my eye would have run, if I had not
immediately checked it. The lady herfelf could not
forbear blufhing, when fhe obferved by my looks
that the had made her neck too beautiful and glaring
an objet even for a man of my charaéter and gra-
vity. I could fcarce forbear making ufe of my hand
to cover fo unfeemly a fight.

If we furvey the piftures of our great-grand-
mothers in Queen Elifabeth’s time, we fee them
clothed down to the very wrifts, and up to the very
chin. The hands and face were the only famples
they gave of their beautiful perfons. The following
age of females made larger difcoveries of their com-
plexion. They firft of all tucked up their garments
to the elbow: and, notwithftanding the tendernefs
of the fex, were content, for the information of man-
kind, to expofe their arms to the coldnefs of the air
and injuries of the weather. This artifice hath fuc-
ceeded to their withes, and betrayed many to their
arms, who might have efcaped them had they been
ftill concealed.

About the fame time, the ladies confidering that
the neck was a very modeft part in the human body,
they freed it from thofe yokes, I mean thofe mon-
ftrous linen-ruffs in which the fimplicity of their
grandmothers had inclofed it. In proportion as the
age refined, the drefs ftill funk lower ; fo that when
we now fay a woman has a handfome neck, we reckon
into it many of the adjacent parts. The difufe of
the tucker has ftill enlarged it; infomuch that the
neck of a fine woman at prefent takes in almoft half
the body.

Since the female neck thus grows upon us, and the
ladies feem difpofed to difcover themfelves to us
more and more; I would fain have them tell us once

Y 2 foxr
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for all, how far they intend to go, and whether they
have yet determined among themfelves where to
make a fivp.

Yor my own part, their necks, as they call them,
are no more than bulls of alabafter in my eye. I
cap look upon

The yielding marble of a fnowy breaft,

with as much coldnefs as this line of Mr. Waller re-
prefents in the objed itfelf. But my fair readers
ought to confider that all their beholders are not
Neftors. Every man is not fufficiently qualified with
age and philofophy to be an indifferent {pe&tator of
fuch allurements. The eyes of young men are cu-
‘rious and penetrating, their imaginations of a roving
nature, and their paﬂions under no dilcipline or re-
ftraint. I am in pain for a woman of rank, when I
fee her thus expolfing herfelf to the regards of every
impudent ftaring fellow. How can fhe expeét that
her quality can defend her, when fhe gives fuch pro-
vocation? Icouldnot butobfervelalt winter, that upon
the difufe of the neck-piece (the ladies will par-
don me if it is not the fathionable term of art), the
whole tribe of oglers gave their eyes a new determi-
natlon, and {fared the fair fex in the neck rather than
in the face. To prevent thefe {aucy familiar glances,
I would entreat my gentle readers to few on theix
tuckers again, to retrieve the modefty of their cha~
rafters, and not to imitate the nakednefs, but the in-
nocence of their mother Fve.

What moft tronbles, and indeed furprifes me in
this particular, I have obferved that the leaders in
this fathion were moft of them married women.
What their defign can be in making themfelves bare,
1 cannot poffibly imagine. Nobody expofes wares
that are appropriated. When the bird is taken, the
{nare ought to be removed. It was a remarkable
cu’cumﬂance in the inftitution of the fevere Lycur-
gus.. As that great law-giver knew that the wealth

and
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and ftrength of a republic confifted in the multitude
of citizens, he did all he could to encourage mar-
riage : in order to it, he prefcribed a certain loofe
drefs for the Spartan maids, in which there were fe-
veral artificial rents and openings, that, upon their
putting themfelves in motion, difcovered _{evEl
limbs of the body to the beholders. Such were the
baits and temptations made ufe of by that wife law-
giver to_incline the young men of his age to mar-
riage. But when the maid was once {ped, fhe was
not fuffered to tantalize the male part of the com-
monwealth. Her garments were clofed up, and
ftitched together with the greateit care imaginable.
The fhape of her limbs and complexion of her body
had gained their' ends, and were ever after to be con-,
cealed from the notice of the public.

I [hall conclude this difcourfe of the tucker with
a moral which I have taught upon al occafions, and
thall ftill continue to inculcate into my female read-
ers ; namely, That nothing beftows fo much ]Jeauty
on a woman as modefty. This is a maxim laid down
by Ovid himfelf, the greateﬂ: mafter in the art of
love. He obferves upon it, that Venus pleafes moft
when fhe appears (femi-redué?a) in a figure with-
drawing herfelf from the eye of the beholder. - Tt i5.
very probable he had inhis troughts the ftatue which,
we fee in the Venus de Medicis; where fhe is repte-
{ented in fuch a fhy retiring pofture, and covers her
bofom with one of her hands. In fhort, modefty
gives the maid greater beauty than even the bloom
of youth; it beftows on the wife the dignity of a
matron, and reinflates the widow in her virginity.
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Tucfday, July 7, 1713 %,

Tros .:‘lr_yri.'g'i:e mibi nullo diferimine habetur.
Virc. Zn, 1. ver. 548.

Trojans'and Tyrians differ but in name ;
Both to my favour have an equal claim.

HIS being the great day of thankfgiving for
the peace, I fhall prefent my reader with a
couple of letters that are the fruits of it. They are
written by a gentleman who has taken this opportu~
nity to fee France, and has given his friends in Eng-
land a general account of what he has there met with
in feveral epiftles. Thofe which follow were put
into my hands with liberty to make them public;
and I queftion not but my reader will think himfelf
cbliged to me for fo doing.

5 STR,
- INCE I had the happinefs to {ee you laft, I
¢ ¥ have encountered as many misfortunes as a

“ kpight-errant. I had a fall into the water at
“ Calais, and fince that feveral bruifes upon the
¢ land ; lame poft-horfes by day, and hard beds at
“ night, with many other difmal adventures,

Qusrum animus meminiffe borret, luctuque refugit.
VirG. An. 1i. ver, 12.

At which my memory with grief recoils.

¢ My arrival at Paris was at firft no lefs uncom-
¢ fortable, where I could not {ece a face nor hear a
¢ word that I ever met with before ; fo that my
“ moft agreeable companions have been ftatues and
* No. 101. ¢ pictures,
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pi&tures, which are many of them very extraor-
dinary. But what particularly recommends them
to me is, that they do not {peak French ; and have
a very good quality rarely to be met with in this
country, of mot being too talkative.

¢ I am fettled for fome time at Paris. Since my
being here, I have made the tour of all the King’s
palaces; which has been I think the pleafanteft
part of my life. I could not believe it was in the
power of art to furnith out fuch a multitude of
noble fcenes as I there met with, or that fo many
delightful profpe&s could lie within the compais
of a man’s imagination. There is every thing
done that can be expefted from a prince who re-
moves mountains, turns the courfe of rivers, raifes
woods in a day’s time, and plants a village or
town on fuch a particular {pot of ground only for
the bettering of a view. One would wonder to
fee how many tricks he has made the water play
for his diverfion. It turns itfelf into pyramids,
triumphal arches, glafs bottles, imitates a fire-
work, rifes in a mift, or tells a ftory out of Efop.
“ I do not believe, as good a poet as you are,
that you can make finer landfcapes than thofe

 about the King’s houfes, or with zll your deferip~

tions raife a more magnificent palace than Ver-
failles. Iam however fo fingular as to prefer Fon-
tainbleau to all the reft. It is fituated among
rocks and woods, that give you a fine variety
of favage profpeéts. The King has humoured
the genius of the place, and only made ufe of fo
much art as is neceflary to help and regulate na-
ture, without reforming her too much. The caf-
cades feem to break through the clefts and cracks
of rocks that are covered over with mofs, and
look as if they were piled upon one another by
accident. There is an artificial wildnefs in the
meadows, walks and canals; and the garden, in-
ftead of a wall, is fenced on the lower end by
2 natural mound of rock-work, that ftrikes the

114 eye-
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eye very agreeably. For my part, I think there is
fomething more charming in thefe rude heaps of
ftone than in fo many ftatues; and would as foon
fee a river winding through woods and meadows,
as when it is toffed up in fo many whimfical figures

‘at Verfailles. To pafs from works of nature to

thofe of art: in my opinion,  the pleafanteft part
of Verfailles i5 the gallery, Every one fees on

‘each fide of it i'omcthms that will be fure to pleale

lum for one of them commands a view of the
ﬁn(.& garden in the world, and the other is wain-

fcotted with looking-glafs.© The hiftory-of the

prefent King, till the year 16, is painted on the
roof by le Brun ; fo'that his Majefty has actions
enough by him tn furnifh another gallery much
longer than the prefent.

« The painter has reprefented his Moft Chriftian
Majefty under the figure of Jupiter throwing
thunderbolts all about the ceﬂmg, and ftriking
terror into the Danube and Rhine, that lie aftonith-
ed and blafted with lightning a little above the

“cornice.

¢ But what makes all thefe thows the more agree-
able, is the great kindnefs and affability that is

- Jhewn to ftrangers. If the French do not excel

the Englifh in all the arts of humanity, they do
at leaft in the outward expreffions of it. And
upon this, as well as other accounts, though I be-
lieve the En iith are a much wiler nation, the
Frenchare undoubtcdly much more happy. Their
old men in particular are I believe the moft agree-
able in the world. An antediluvian could not
have more life or brifknefs in him at threefcore
and ten. For that fire and levity which makes
the young ones fearce converfible, when a little
waffed and tempered by years, makes a very plea-
fant and gay old age. Befides, this national fault -
of being fo very talkatve, looks natural and grace-
ful in one that has gray hairs to countenance it.
The mentionin g this fault in thé French muft put
(13 mc
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me in mind to finith my letter, Ieft you think me
already too much infected by their converfation ;
but I muft defire you to confider, that tra»ellmg
does in this refpe& lay a httle claim to the privi-
lege of old age.

« T am, SIR, &':': i

SCSTR, Blois, May 15, IN. S.

Cannot pretend to trouble you with any news

“from this place, where the only advantage I
have, befides getting the langunage, is to fee the
manners and temper of the people; which I be-
lieve ‘may be better learned here than in courts
and greater cities, where artifice and difguife are
more in fathion,
¢ I have already feen, as I informed you in my
laft, all the King’s palaces, and have now feen a
great part of the country. I never thought there
had been in the world fuch an exceffive magnifi- -
cence or poverty as I have met with in both toge-
ther. One can fcarce conceive the pomp that ap-
pears in every thing about the King; but at the
fame time it makes half his fubjefts go barefoot.
The people are however the happieft in the world;
and enjoy from the benefit of their climate and na~
tural conftitution fuch a perpetual gladnels of
heart and eafinefls of temper as even liberty and
plenty cannot beftow on thofe of other nations.
It is not in the power of want or {lavery to make
them miferable. There is nothing to be met with

¢ in the country but mirth and poverty. Every one

fings, laughs, and ftarves. Their converfation is
generally agreeable ; for if they have any wit or
fenfe they are fure to thew it. They never mend
upon a fecond meeting ; but ufe all the freedom
and familiarity at firft fight, that a long intimacy
or abundance of wine can fcarce draw from an
Englifiman, Their women are perfe&t miftrefles
in this art of fhewing themfelves to the beft ad-
Vor IV, Z * vantage.
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wahabitants. We have frequently in one day all the
feafons of the year. I have thivered in the dog-days,
and been forced to throw off my coat in January.
I have gone to bed in Auguft, and rofe in Decem-
ber. Snmmer has often caught me in my Drap de
- Berry, and winter in-my Doily {uit.

I remember a very whimfical fellow, commonly
known by the name of poflure maffer in King Charles
I1.’s reign, who was the plague of «ll the tailors
about town. He would often fend for one of them
to take meafure of him, but would fo contrive it as
to have a moft immoderate rifing in one of his fhounl-
ders. When the clothes were brought home and
tried npon himy the deformity was removed into the
other thoulder. Upon which the tailor begged par-
don for the miftake, and mended it as faft as he
could ; but upon a third trial found him a ftraight
thouldered man as one would defire to fee, but a lit-
tle unfortunate in a humpt back., In fhort, this
wandering tumour puzzled all the workmen about
town, whe found it impoflible to accommodate fo
changeable a cuftomer. My reader will apply this
to any one who would adapt a {uir to a feafon of our
Englifh climate.

After this fhort defcant on the uncertainty of our
Englifh weather, I come to my moral.

A man thould take care that his body be not too
foft for his climate; but rather if poflible harden and
{eafon himfelf beyond the degree of cold wherein he
lives. Daily experience teaches us how we may
inure ourfelves by cuftom to bear the extremities of
weather without injury. The inhabitants of Nova
Zembla go naked, without complaining of the bleak-
mefs of the air in which they are born; as the armies
of the northern nations keep the field all winter. The
foftelt of our Britilh ladies expofe their arms and
necks to the open air, which the men could not do
without eatching cold, for want of being accuftomad
to it. The whole body by the fame means might

. contradt the fame firmnels and temper. The Scythian
~ 2 7T 2 that
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that was afked how it was poflible for the inhabitants
of his frozen climate to gonaked? replied, “ Becaufe
#¢ we are all over face.” Mr. Locke advifes parents
to have their children’s feet wafhed every morming .
in cold water, which might probably prolosg mul-
titudes of lives.

I verily believe a cold bath would be one of the.
moft healthful exercifes in the world, were it made
ufe of in the education of youth. It would make
their bodies more than proof to the injuries of the
air and weather. It would be fomething like what
the poets tell us of Achilles, whom his mother is
faid to have dipped, when he was a child, in the river
Styx. Rhe flory adds, that this made him invul-
nerable all over, excepting that part which his mo-
ther held in her hand during this immerfion, and
which by that means loft the benefit of thefe harden-
ing waters.. Our common praétice runs in a quite
contrary method. We are perpetually foftening our-
felves by good fires and warm clothes. The air within
our rooms has generally two or three degrees more
of heat in it than the air without doors,

Craflus is an old lethargic valetndinarian. For
thefe twenty years Iaft paft he has been clothed in
frize of the fame colour and of the fame piece. He
fancies he fhould catch his death in any other kind
of manufa@ure ; and though his avarice would in-
cline him to wear it till it was threadbare, he dares
not do it left he fhould take cold when the napisoff.
He cculd no more live without his frize-coat than
without his fkin. It is not indeed fo properly his
coat, as what the anatomifts call one of- the integu-
ments of the body.

How different an old man is Craffus from myfelf?
It is indeed the particular diftin&ion of the Ironfides
to be robuft and hardy, to defy the cold and rain,
and let the weather do its worft. My father lived
till an hundred withont a cough; and we have 2
tradition in the family, that my grandfather ufed to

thmw off his bat, and go open-breafted after four-
fcol.‘e
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-fcore. As for myfelf, they ufed to fowfe me over head

and ears in water when I was a boy, fo that T am-
now looked upen as one of the moft cafe-hardened’
of the whole family of the Ironfides. In fhort, I

have been fo plunged in water, and inured to the

cold, that I regard myfelf as a piece of true temper-

ed fteel; and can fay with the above-mentioned Sey-

thian, that] am face, or if my enemies pleafe, fore-

head all over.

- ——

Thurfday, July 9, 1713%

Daun: flammas Fovis, et fonitus imitatur Olynmpi.
Virc. Zn. vi. ver. 586.

With mimic thunder impioufly he plays,
And darts the artificial lightning’s blaze.

I AM eonfidering how moft of the great phezno-
mena or appearances in nature have been imi-
tated by the art of man. Thunder is grown a com-
mon drug among the chymifts. Lightning may be
bought by the pound. If 2 man has occafion for a
lambent Hame, you have whele flieets of it ina hand-
ful of phofphor. Showers of rain are to be met with
in every w:zter-work ; and we are mformed that
fome years ago the virtuofos of France covercd a
little vault with artificial fnow, which they made to
fall above an hour together for the entertainment of
his prefent Mujefty.

"I am led into this train of thinking by the noble
firework that was exhibited laft night upon the
Thames. You might there feea little fky filled with.
innumerable ‘blazing ftars and meteors. Nothing
could be more aftonifhing than the pillars of flame,
clouds of fmoke, and multitudes of ftars mingled

' mgethel in {uch an agreeable confufion. Every

#INo. 103. rocket
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rocket ended jn a conftellation, and flrowed the aip
with fuch a fhower of filver [pangles as opened and
enlightened the whole fcene from time to time. It
put me in mind of the lines in Oedzpns,

Why from the bleeding womb of monfirous night

Burft forth {fuch myriads of abortive ftars?

In fhort, the artift did his part to admiration; and
was fo encompafled with fire and {moke, ‘that one
would have thought nothing but a falamander could
have been fafe in fuch 2 fituation.

T was in company with two or three fanciful fnends
durmg this whole thow. One of them being a crmc,
that is, a man who on all occafions is more attentive
to what is wanting than what is prefent, begun to

exert his talent upon the feveral objells we had be-

fore us. “ I am mightily pleafed,” fays he, ¢ with
¢ that burning cipher. There is no matter in the
¢ world fo proper to write with as wild-fire, as no
¢ charaets can be more legible than thofe which
¢ are read by their own light. But as for your car-
¢ dinal virtues, I don’t care for feeing them in fuch

¢ combuftible figures. Who can imagine Chaflity -

¢ with a body of fire, or Temperance in a flame?
¢ Juftice indeed may be furnifhed out of this element
¢ as far as her fword goes; and Courage may be
all over one continued blaze, if the artift pleafes.”
Our companion cbferving that we laughed at this
unfeafonable feverity, let drop the eritic, and pro-
pofed a fubjeét for a fire-work, which he thought
would be very amufing, if executed by fo able an
artift as he who was at that time entertaining us,
The plan he mentioned was a fcene in Milton, He
would have a large piece of machmery reprefent tha
pandemonium, where

-~
-

From the arched roof,
Pendent by fubtle magic, many a row
Of ftarry lantps and blazing crefiets fed

With
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With Naphtha and Afphaltus, yielded light
As from a fky

This might be finely reprefented by feveral illu-
minations difpofed in a great frame of wood, with
ten thoufand bezutiful exhalations of fire, which men
verfed in this art know very well how to raile.
The evil fpirits at the fgme time might very pro-
perly appear in vehicles of flame, and employ
all the tricks of art to terrify and furprife the fpeec-
tator.

We were well enough pleafed with this ﬂ.art of
thought ; but fancied there was {omething in it
too fenous, and perhaps too horrid, to be put in
execution. &

Upon this a friend of mine gave us an account of
a fire-work defcribed, if I am not miftaken, by
Strada. A prince of Italy, it feems, entertained
his miftrefs with it upon a great lake. In the midit
of this lake was a Thuge floating mountain made by
art. The mountain reprefented ina, being bored
through the top with a monftrous erifice. Upon a
" fignal given, the eruption began. Fire and fmoke,
mixed with feveral unufual prodigies and figures,
made their appearange for fome time. On a fudden
there was heard a moft dreadful rumbling noife
within the intrails of the machine. After whichthe
mountain burft, and difcovered a vaft cavity in that
fide which faced the prince and his court. Within
this hollow was Vulean’s thop full of fire and clock- .
work. A column of blue flame iffued out incef-
fantly from the forge. Vulcan was employed, in
hammering out thunderbolts, that every now and
then flew up from the anvil with dreadful eracks and
flathes. Venus ftood by him in a figure of the bright-
eft fire, with numberlefs Cupids on all fides of her,
that {hot out volleys of burning arrows.  Before her
was an altar, with hearts of fire flaming on it. I
have forgot feveral other particulars no lefs curious;
and have only mentioned thefe, to fhew that there

may
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may be a fort of fable or defign in a fire-work, which
_may give an additional beauty to thofe furprifing ob-
S.

I feldom fece anythidg that raifes wender in me,
which does not give my thoughts a turn that makes
my heart the better for it. As I was lying in my
bed, and ruminatifig on what I had feen, I could not
forbear refle¢ting on the infignificancy of human art,

. when fet in comparifon with the defigns of Provi-
dence. In the purfuit of this thought, I confidered
a comet, or in.the langnage of the vulgar, a blazing
ftar; as a {ky-rocket difcharged by an hand that is
almighty. Many of my readers faw that in the year
1680 ; and if they are not mathematicians, will be
amazed to heat that it travelled in a much greater
degree of fwiftnefs than a cannon-ball, and drew
after it a tail of fire that was fourfcore Imlhons of
miles in length. What an amazing thought is it,
to confider this ftupendous body traverfing the im-

menfity of the creation with fuch a rapidity, and at -

the fame time wheeling about in that line which the
Almighty has preleribed for it ! that it fhould move
in fuch an inconceivable fury and combuition, and
at the fame time with fuch an exaé regularity ! How
fpacious muft the univerfe be, that gives fuch bodies
as thefe their full play, without fuffering the leaft
diforder or confufion by it! What a ‘glorious thow
are thofe beings entertained with, that can look ins
to this great theatre of nature, and fee myriads of
foch tremendous objeéts wandering through thofe
immeafurable depths of wther, and running their
appointed courfes! Our eyes may hereafter be firong
enough to command this magnificent profpe&, and
our underftandings able to find out the feveral ufes
of thefe great parts of the univerfe. In the mean
time they are very proper objeéts for our imagina-
tions to contemplate, that we may form more ex-
alted notions of infinite wifdom and power, and
learn to think humbly of ourfelves, and of all the
little works of human invention.
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TFriday, July 10017%3%.

Bue e longinguo magis placent. %

Tacrr.
The farther fetch’d the more they pleafe.

g N Tuefday laft T publifhed two letters written

- O by a gentleman in his travels. As they were
applauded by my beft readers, I fhall this day pub-
Iifh two more from the fame hand. The firft of them
contains a matter of fa& which is very curious, and
‘may deferve the attention of thofe who are verfed
in our Britith antiquities.

“ Srw, i Blois, May 5. N. .
& ECAUSE I am at prefent out of the road of
g5 news, I thall fend you a ftory that was late- |

‘ ly given me by a gentleman of this country, who
¢ is defcended from one of the perfons concerned in
“ the relation, and very inquiﬁtive to know if there
‘ be ang of the family now in Englend.
¢ T fhall only premife to it, that this ftory is pre-
* ferved with great care among the writings of this.
- * gentleman’s family ; and that it has been given to
‘ two or three of our Englith nobility when they
¢ were in thefe parts, who ‘could not return any fa-
“ tisfaltory anfwer to the gentleman, whether there
“ be any of that family now remaining in Great
¢ Britain. . :
« In the reign of King John there lived a noble~
“ man called Fobn de Sigonia, lord of that place in
“ Touraine. His brothers were Philip and Briant.
¢¢ Briant, when very young, was made one of the
¢ French King’s pages, and ferved him in that qua-
Vor. IV. Aa ¢ lity
No. 104, |
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¢ lity when he was taken pnfonet by the Englifin
¢ The King of England chanced to fee the youth
* and being much pleafed with his perfon and ' be-
haviour, begged him of the King his prifoner.
‘It happened fome years after this, that John the
other brother, who in the courfe of the war had
“-raifed himfelf to a confiderable poft in the French
army, was taken prifoner by Briant, who at that
¢ time was an officer in the King of England’s guards.
¢ Briant .knew nothing of his brother; and being
¢ naturally of an haughty temper, treated him very
¢ infolently, and more like a criminal than a pri-
‘ foner of war. This John refented fo highly, that
¢ he challenged him to a fingle combat. The chal-
¢ lenge was accepted; and time and place affigned
¢ them by the King’s appointment. Both appeared
¢ on the day prefixed, and entered the liffs com=
¢ pletely armed amidft a great multitude of {peta-
¢ tors. Their firft encounters were very furious,
¢ and the fuccefs equal on both fides ; till after fome
¢ toil and bloodfhed they were palted by their fe-
¢ conds to fetch breath, and prepare themfelves
¢ afrefh for the combat. Briant in the mean time
“ had caft his eye upon his brother's efcutcheon,
¢ which he faw agree in dll points with his own,
¢ T need not tell you after this with what joy and
¢ furprife the flory ends. King Edward, who knew
¢ all the particulars of it, as a mark of his efteem,
¢ gave to each of them, by the King of France’s
¢ confent, the following coat of arms, Which I will
¢ fend you in the original language, not bemg he-
¢ rald enough to blazon it in Enghih '

13
43

6

« Le Roi d Angleterre, par permiflion du Roi de

¢ France, pour perpetuelle memoire de leurs grands

¢ fait d’armes et fidelité envers leurs rois, leur donna

¢ par aiup]iatmn # Jeurs armes en un croix d’argent
‘¢ cantonee de quatre coquilles d’or en champ de fa-
4 ble, qu’ils aveient auparavant, un endenteleufe
“ faite en fagons de croix de gu€ulle inferée “au de-

¢ dans'

-
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dans de la ditte croix d’argent, et par le milieu "
d’icelle, quii'eft partlclpatmn des deux croix que
portent les dits rois en la guerre.”’

“ T am afraid by this time you begin to wonder
that I fhould fend yon for news a tale of three or
four' hupdred years old; and I dare fay never
ﬂmught, when you defired me to write'to you,
that 1 thould trouble you with a ﬁory of King
John, efpecially at a time ‘when there is a monarch
on the French throne that furnithes difcourle for
all Europe.  But I confefs T am the more fond of
the relation becaufe it brings 'to mind the noble
exploits of our own countrymen : though at the
{ame time I muft own it is not fo much the v:m.lty
of an Englifhman which puts me upon the writing ’
it, as that I have of taking occafion to fubfmbe
mylelf

< Sir, '
o Nouwrs,” &l

“* S1IR, Blois, May 20. N. S.
I AM extremely obliged to you for yoyr lait

kind letter, which was the only Englifh that
had been fpoken to me in fome months together ;
for 1 am at prefesit forced to think the abfence of
my countrymen my good fortune :

V ctum in amante novum ! vellem quod amatur abeffer.
g : Ovip. Met. L. 3. ver. 468.

* Strange wifh, to harbour in a lover’s breaft !

i
i
ed

&

I with that abfent which I love the beft.

“ This is an advantage that I could not have hop-
ed for had I ftaid near the French court ; thoughl
muft confefs T would not but have feen it, becaunfe I

believe it fhewed me fome of the fineft places, and

of the greateft perfons in the world. One cannot
hear 2 name mentioned in it that does not bring to
Aaz “ mind
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mind a piece of a gazette; nor fee 2 man that has
not fignalized himfelf in a battle. One would fan-
cy one’s felf to be in the inchanted palaces of a
romance, one meets with fo many heroes, and
finds fomething fo like fcenes of magic in the gar-
dens, ftatues, and water-works, 1 am afhamed
that I am not able to make a quicker progrefs
through the French tongue, becaufe I believe it
is impofiible for a learner of a language to find in
any nation fuch advantages asin this, where every
body is fo very courteous and fo very talkative.
They always take care to make a noife as long as
they are in company ; and are as loud any hourin
the morning as our countrymen at midnight. By
what I have feen, there is more mirth in the
French converfation, and more wit in the Englifh.
You abonnd more in jefts, but they in laughter,
Their language is indeed extremely proper to tat-
tle in : it is made up of fo mpch repetition and
compliment. One may know a foreigner by his

* anfwering only No or Yes to a queftion, which a,

Frenchman generally makes a fentence of, ‘They
have a fet of ceremonious phrafes that run through
all ranks and degrees among them. Nothing is
more common than to hear a fhopkeeper defiring
his neighbour to have the goodnefs to tell him |
what ’tis o’clack, or a couple of coblers that are
extremely glad of the honour of fecing one an-
other. ; _

¢ The face of the whole country where I now
am is at this feafon pleafant beyond imagination.
I cannot but fancy the birds of the place, as well
as the men, a great deal merrier than thofe of our
own nation. 1 am fure the French year has got
the ftart of ours more in the works of nature than
in the new ftyle. I have pafled one March in my
life without being ruffled with the winds, and one
April without being walhed with rains. I am,

£5.9ir,
¢ Yours,” &e,
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Saturday, July vy, 1713 %,

Duod neque in Armeniis tigres fecere latebris =
Perdere nec fretus aufa leena fuss.
At tenere faciunt, fed non impune, puelle ;
Sepe [uos utero que necat, ipfa perit.
Ovip. Amor. L. 2. Eleg. 14. ver. 35.-

The tigrefles that haunt th’ Armenian wood

Will fpare their proper young, though pinch’d for
food ;

Nor will the Lybian lionefles {lay

Their whelps. But women are more fierce than
they,

More barbarous to the tender fruit they bear ;

Nor Nature’s call, though lond fhe cries, will hear.

But righteous vengeance oft their crimes purfues,

And they are loft themfelves who would their
children lofe.
) Anox.

'HERT, was no part of the {how on the thanki.
giving day that fo much pleafed and affeéted

me, as the little boys and girls who were ranged with
fo much order and decency in that part of the Strand
which reaches from the May-pole to Exeter-change.
Such a numerous and innocent multitude, clothed in
the charity of their benefaftors, was a {peftacle
pleafing both to Ged and man, and a more beautiful
expreflion of joy and thank{giving than could have
been exhibited by all the pomps of 2 Roman triumph.
Never did a more full and, unfpotted chorus of hn-
man creatures join together in a hymn of devotion.
The care and tendernefs which appeared in the looks
of their feveral inftructors, who were difpofed among

# No. 105, 1
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expoled to the barbarity of cruel and unnatural pa-
rents.  One: does not know how to fpeak on fuch a
fubjed without horror. But what multitudes of in-
fants have been made away by thofe who brought
themtinto the world, and were afterwards either
afhamed or unable to provide for them ?

There 15 {fcarce an aflizes where fome unhappy
wretch is not executed for the murder of a child.
And how many more of thefe monfters of inhuma-
nity may we fuppofe to be wholly undifcovered, or
cleared for want of legal evidence? Not to men=
tion thofe who by unnatural pratices do in fome
meafure defeat the intentions of Providence, and de-
firoy their conceptions even before they fee the light.
In all thefe the guilt is equal, though the pumifh-
ment is not fo. But to pafs by the greatnefls of the
crime *(which is not to be expreffed by words), if
we only confider ‘it as it robs the commonwealth ofs
its full number of citizens, it certainly deferves the

-utmoft application and wifdom of a people to pre-

vent if,

"It is certain, that which generally betrays thefe pro-
fligate women into it, and overcomes the tendernefs
which is natural to them on other occafions, is the
fear of thame, or their inability to fupport thofe whom
they give life to: I fhall therefore thew how this
evil is prevented in other countries, as I have learned
from thofe who have been converfant in the {everal
great cities of, Europe.

There are at Paris, Madrid, Llfhon, Rome, and

" many other large towns, great hofpitals built ike ontr

colleges. 1In the walls of thefe hofpitals are placed
machines in the fhape of large lanterns, with a little
door in the fide of them turned towards the ftreet,
and a bell hanging by them. The child is depofited
in this lantern, which is immediately turned about
into the infide of the hofpital. The perfon who con-
veys the child, nngs the bell, and leaves it there,
upon whigh the proper officer comes and receives it,
without making further mqﬁmes. The parenthor
er
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her friend who lays the child there, generally leaves
a note with it, declaring whether it be yet chriftened,
the name it fhould be called by, the partienlar marks
upon it, and the like. 5

It often happens that the parent leaves a note for
the maintenace and education of the child, or takes it
out after it has been fome years in the hofpital. .
Nay, it has been known, that the father has after.
wards owned the young foundling for his fon, or left
his eftate to him. This is certain, that many are by
this means preferved, and do fignal fervices to their
country, who without fuch a provifion might have
perithed as abortives, or have come to an untimely
end, and perhaps have brought upon their guilty
parents the like deftrudtion.

This I think 1s a fubjeét that deferves our moft fe-
rious confideration ;for which reafon I hope I thall
hot be thought impertinent in laying it before my
readers.

Manda-y, July 23, 1703 %

Quod latet arcana, non enarrabile, fibra. ;
Pers, Bat. 5. ver. 29.

The deep recefles of the human breaft.

S I was making up my Monday’s provifion for

the public, I received the following letter,
which being a better entertainment than any I can
furnith out myfelf, I fhall fet it before the reader,
and defire him to fall on without further ceremony.

$USTR,
s OUR two kinfmen and predeceflors of im-
i mortal memory, were very famous for their

¢ dreams and vifions; and, contrary to all other
* No. 106. . % apthors,
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authors, never pleafed their readers more thar
when they were nodding. Now, it is obferved
that the fecond-fight generally runs in the blood ;
and, Sir, we are in hopes that you yoarfelf, like
the reft of your family, may at length prove a
dreamer of dreams and a feer of vifions. In the
mean while, 1 beg leave to make you a prefent of
a dream, which may flerve to lull your readers till
fuch time as you yourfelf thall think fit to gratify
the public with any of your no@turnal difcoveries.
¢ Youn muft underftand, Sir, I had yeﬁclday been
reading and ruminating upon that paflage where
Momus is faid to have found fault with the make
of 4 man becaule he had not a2 window in his
breaft. The moral of this ftory is very obvious,
and means no more than that the heart of man
is fo full of wiles and artifices, treachery and de-
ceit, that there is no guefling at what he is from
his {peeches and outward appearances. I was im-
mediately refle&ting how happy each of the fexes
would be, if there was a window in the breaft of
every one that makes or receives love. What
proteftations and perjuries would be faved on the
one fide? what hypocrify and diffimulation on the
other? I am myfelf very far gone in this paffien
for Aurelia, a woman of a2n unfearchable heart.
I would give the world to know the fecrets of it;
and particularly whether I am really in her good
graces ; or if not, who is the happy perfon.

I fell afleep in this agrecable reveris, when on a
fudden methought Aurelia lay by my fide. Iwas
placed by her in the pofture of Milton’s Adam, and
with looks of cordial love hung over ber emamoured.
As T caft my eye upon her bofom, it appeared to
be all of chryftal, and fo wonderfully tran{parent,
that T faw every thought in her heart. The firfk
images I difcovered in it were fans, filk, ribbands,
laces, and many other gewgaws; which lay fo
thick together, that the whole heart was nothing
elfe but a toyfhop. Thefe all faded away and va-
Vor. 1V Bb ¢ nifhed :



194 GUARDIAN:
¢ nifhed: when immediately I decerned a long train
¢ of coaches and fix, equipages and liveries, that
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ran through the heart one after another in 2
very great huiry, for above half an hour together.

After this, looking vety attennvely, I obferved
the whole fpace to be filled with a hand of cards,

in which T could fee diftinétly three mattadores.

There then followed a quick fucceffion of different
fcenes. A play-houfe, a church, a court, a pup-
pet-thow, rofe up one after another; ti]] at lafk
they all of them gave place to a pair of new fhoes,
which kept footing in the heart for a whole hour.
Thefe were driven off at laft by a lap-dog; who
was fucceeded by a guinea-pig, a fquirrel;” and 2
monkey. I myfelf, to my no fmall joy, brought
up the rear of thefe worthy favourites. I was
ravithed at being fo happily pofted, and in full pof-
feflion of the heart, Butas I faw the little. figure
of myfelf fimpering, and mightily pleafed with its
fituation, on a fudden the heart, methought, gave
a figh, in which, as I found afterwards, my little
reprefentative vanifhed : for upon applying my
eye, I found my place taken up by an ill-bred
awkward puppy, with a money-hag under each
arm. This gentleman, however, did not keep his
fiation long, before he yielded it up to a wight as
difagreeable as himfelf, with-a white ftick in his
hand. Thefe three laft figures reprefented to mie
in alively manner the conflils in Aurelia’s heart
between love, avarice, and ambition ; for we juftled
one another out hy turns, and difputed the poil
for a great while. But at laft, to my unfpeakable
fatisfaétion, I faw myfelfentirely fettled in it T was
fo tranfported with my fuccefs, that I could not for-
bear hugging my dear piece of chryftal ; when;,
to my unfpeakable mortification; 1 awaked, and

“ found Tay mifirefs metamorphofed into a pillow.

e

¢ This is not the firflt time I have been thus dif-

e O

‘appointed,
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¢ O venerable Neftor ! if you have any fkill: in
" *.dreams, let me know whether I have the fame
¢ place in the real heart that I had in the vifionary
“ one. To tell you truly, I am perplexed to death
“ between hope and fear. I was very fanguine till
‘“ about eleven o’clock this morning, when I over-
*¢ heard an unlucky old woman telling her neighbour
.that dreams always went by contraries. I did not
‘¢ indeed before much like the chryftal heart; re-
¢ membering that confounded fimile in Walentinian,
* of a maid as cold as eryflal never to be thaw'd, Be-
‘ fides, I verily believe, if I had flept a little long-
* erpthatawkward whelp with his money-bags would
* certainly have made his fecond entrance. If you
““ can tell the fair one’s mind, it will be no fmall
* proof of your art; for I dare fay it is more than
¢ the herfelf can do. Every fentence the fpeaks
“ is a riddle. ~ All that I can he certain of is,
¢ that I am her and

Your hymble fervant,
PeTER PuzZzLE.

Tuefday, July 14, 1713%

——Tentanda vita eff .~
Vire. Georg, 3. ver. 8.

. Pl try the experiment.

HAVE lately entertained my reader with two or
three letters from a traveller; and may pofﬁbly,

in fome of my future papers, oblige him with more
from the fame hand. ‘The following one comes from
a pro]t:&or, which is a fort of correfpondent as di-
verting as a traveller ; Lis fubJe& having the fame
_ grace of novelty to rccommend it, and being equally
* No, 107. B heg, adaptcd




196 CUARDIAN.

adapted to the curiofity of the reader. For my own
part, I have always had a particular fondnefs for a
projed ; and may fay without vanity, that T have
a pretty telerable genius that way myfelf. 1 could
mention fome which I have brought to maturity,
others which have mifcarried, and many more which
I have yet by me, and are to take their fate in the
world when I fee a proper junéture. T had a hand
in the land bank, and was coufulted with upon the-
reformation of manners, I have had feveral defigns
upon the Thames and the New-River; not to men-
tion my refinements upon lotteries and infurances,
and that never-to-be-forgotten projeél, which, if it
had fucceeded to my wilhes, would have made gold
as plentiful in this nation as tin or copper. If my
countrymen have not reaped any advantages from
thefe my defigns, it was not for want of any good-
will towards them. They are obliged to me for my
kind intentions, as much as if they had taken effedt.
Projed@s are of a two-fold nature: the firft arifing
from public-fpirited perfons, in which number I de-
clare myfelf; the other proceeding from a regard to
our private intereft, of which nature is that in the

following letter.

¢ SiRr,
i MAN of your reading knows very well,

s that there were a fet of men in old Rome
¢¢ called by the name of mmm.f.’uiar.r, that s, in En-
¢ glifh, men who could call every one by his name.
¢ When a great man ftood for any public office,
¢ gas that of a Tribune, a Conful, or a Cenfor, he
“ had always one of thefe nomenclators at his elbow,
¢ who whifpered in his ear the name of every one
¢ he met with ; and by that means enabled him to
t falute every Roman citizen by his name when he
“ afked for his vote. To come to my purpofe:
s 1 have with much pains and afiduity qualified
# myfelf for a nomenclator to this great city, and

¢ fhall
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fhall gladly enter npon my office as foon as I meet
with fuitable encouragement. I will let myfelf
out by the week to any curious country gentle-
man or foreigner. If he takes me with him in a
coach to the ring, I will undertake to teach him
in two or threec evenings the names of the moft
celebrated perfons who frequent that place. If
he plants me by his fide in the pit, T will call
over to him in the fame manner the whole rcircle
of beauties that are difpofed among the hoxes;
and at the fame time point out to him the perfons
who ogle them from their refpedtive ftations. I
need not tell you that I may be of the fame ufe
in any other public affembly. Nor do I only pro-~
fefs the teaching of names, but of things. Upon
the fight of a reigning beauty, I {hall mention her
admirers, and difcover her gallantries, if they are
of public notoriety. 1 fhall likewife mark out
every toaft, the club in which fhe was elefted,
and the number of votes that were on her fide.
Not a woman [hall be nnexplained, that makes a
figure either as a maid, a wife, or 2 widow: The
men too fhall be fet out in their diftinguifhing cha-
racters, and declared 'whofe properties they are.
Their wit, wealth, or good humour, their per-
{fons, ﬂauous, and titles, fhall be defcnbed at
large.

¢ 1 have a wife who is'a noment:latrefs, and will
be ready on any occafion to attend the ladies.
She 1s of a much more communicative nature than
myfelf, and is acquainted ,with all the private
hiftory of London and Weftminfter, and ten miles
round. She has fifty private amours, which no
body yet knows any thing of but herfelf, and
thirty clandeftine marriages that have not been
touchied by the tip of a tongue. She will wait
upon any lady at her own lodgings, and talk by
the clock after the rate of three guineas an hour.”
# N. B. She is a near kin{woman of the aut.hol
of the New Atalantis. -

-« 1 need
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¢ T need not recommend to a man of your fagacity
¢ the ufefulnefls of this projedt; and do therefore
% beg your encouragement of it, which will lay 2
“ yery great Dbhgatwn upon :
¢ ¥Your humble fervant.”

After this letter from my whimfical correfpondent,
¥ fhall publifh one of a more ferious nature; which
deferves the ntmoil attention of the public, and in
pasticular of fuch who are lovers of mankind. Itis
om no lefs a fubjed than that of dilcovering the lon-
gitnde ; and deferves a much higher name than that
of a proje®, if our language afforded any fuch term.
Bat all I can fay on this fubjeét will be {fuperfinous,
when the reader fces the names of thofe perfons by
whom this letter is fubferibed, and who have done
me the honour to fend it me. I muft only take no-
tice, that the firft of thefe gentlemen is the fame per-

_fon who has lately obliged the world with that noble
plan, intituled, * A foheme of the folar fyftem, with
“ the orbits of the planets and comets belonging
# thereto, deferibed from Dr. Halley’s accurate table
¢ of comets. Philofoph. Tranfaét, No. 297. found-
“*.ed on Sir Ifaac Newton’s wonderful difcoveries ;

by William Whifton, M. A.”

To N, j]ar Iranfide, Efg. at _Bufrm.r ::_mfzsboq/} near

Cowvent-garden.
,.
¢ BSIR, London, ]uly Bl 013,
% AVING a difcovery of confiderable import-
% H # ance to communicate to the public, and

¢ finding that you are pleafed to concern yourfelf -
% in any thing that tends to the common benefit of
¢ mankind, we teke the liberty to defire the infer-
“ tion of this letter into your Guardizn, We ex-
# pe&t no-other recommendation of it from you,
¢ but the allowing of it a place in fo ufeful a paper.
¢ Nor do ‘we infift on any prote&ion from yon, if
¢ what we propofe [hould fall fhort of what we pre-

¢ tend
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‘tend to; fince any difgrace which in that cafe

mufh be expected, ought to lie wholly at our owit
doors, and’ to be endrely borne by our[eives :
which we hbope we have provided for, by putung
our owi names to this paper.

¢ It is well known, Sir, to yourfelf and to the
learned, and trading and 1:uhnq world, that the
great defedt of the art of navigation is; that a fhip
at fea has no certain method in either her eaflern
or weftern voyages, or even in her lels diftant fail-
ing from' the: cna['fs, to know her longitude, or
how much fhe is gone eaftward or weftward, as it
can cafily be known in any clear day or night
how much fhe is gone northward or fouthward :
the feveral metheds by lunar eclipfes, by thofe of
Jupiter's fatellites, by the appulfes of the moon
to fixed ftars, and by the even mations of pen-
dulum clocks and watches, upon how folid foun-
dation foever they are built, flill failing in long
voyages at fca when they come to be pradifed,
and leaving the poor failors frequently to the great
inaccuracy of a log-line, or dead reckoning. This
defedt is fo great, and fo many fhips have been
loft by it, and this has been fo long and fo fenfibly
known by trading nations, that great rewards are
faid to be publicly offered for its fupply. Weare
well fatisfied, that the difcovery we have to make
as to this matter is eafily intelligible by all, and
ready to be praflifed at fea as well as at land;
that the latitude will thereby be likewile found at
the fame time; and that with proper charges it
may be made as univerfal as the world fhall pleafe;
nay, that the longitude and latitude may. be gene=
rally hereby determined to a greater degree of ex-
adtnefs than the latitude itfelf is now ufually fohnd
at fea: So that on all accounts we hope it will
appear very, worthy the public confideration. We:
are ready to difclofe,it to the world, if we may be

- affured, that no other perfons fhall be allowed to

deprive us of thofe rewards which the public {hall
s % think

»
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thiuk fit to beftow for fuch a difcovery; But do
not defire af.hlally to receive any benefit of that

¢ pature, till Sir lfaac Newton himfelf, with fuch

¢ other proper perfons as fhall be chofen to affift
¢ him, have given their opinion in favour of this
¢ difcovery. If Mr. Tronfide pleafes fo far to oblige
¢ the public, as to communicate this propofal to the
¢ world, he will alfo lay a great obligation on

~

“ His very humble fervants,

¢ Wirn. WaHisToN.
¢ HumparY Drrron.”

- Wednefay, July 15, 1713%

Abietibus juvenes patriis et montibus aqui.

Vire. An. g. ver. 674.

‘e———TYouths of height and fize,
Like firs that on their mother-mountain rife.
DrybpEN.

I DO not care for burning my fingers in a quarrel ;
but fince I have communicated to the world a
plan which has given offence to fome gentlemen whom
it would not be very fafe to difoblige, I muft infert
the followmg remonflrance ; and at the fame time
promife thofe of my correfpondents who have drawn
this upon themfelves, to exhibit to the public any
{uch anfwer as they fhall think proper to make to it.

% Mr. GUARDIAN,
WAS very much troubled to fee the two let-
3 ters which you latel i pubhihed concermng the
“ fhort club. You cannot 1ma.gme what aivs all the
 little pragmatical fellows about us have given to
¢ themielves fince the reading of thofe papers. Every
* No. 1g8. “ one
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one cocks and ftrizts upon it, and pretends to over~
look us who are two foot higher than themfelves.
I met with one the othér day who was at lealt
three inches above five foot, which you know is
the ftatutable meafure of that club. This over-
grown runt has flrack off his heels, lowered his
fore-top, and contrafted his figure, that he might
be looked upon as a member of this new-erected
fociety ; may, fo far did his vanity carry him, that
he talked familiarly of Tom Tiptoe, and pretends
to.be an intimate acquaintance of Tim Tuck. For
my part, I feorn to fpeak any thing to the dimi-
nution of thefe little ereatures; and thould not have
minded them had they been ftill fhuffled among the
croud. Shrubs and underwoods look well enough
while they grow within the fhade of oaks and
cedars ; but when thefe pigmies pretend to draw
themfelves out from the reft of the world, and
form themfelves into a body, it is time for us
who are men of figure to look abount us. If the
ladies fhould once take a liking to fuch a diminu-
tive race of lovers, we fhould in a little time fee
mankind epitomized, and the whole fpecies in mi=
niature ; daify roots would grow fafhionable diet.
In order, therefore, to keep our pofterity from
dwindling, and fetch down the pride of this afpir~
ing race of up-ftarts, we have here inftituted a
tall club. :

¢ As the fhort club confilts of thofe whe are un-
der five foot, ours is to be compofed of fuch a3
are above fix.  Thefe we look upon as the two -
extremes and antagonifts of the fpecies ; confider-
ing all thofe as neuter who £l up the middle
fpace. When 2 man rifes beyond fix foot, he is
an hypermeter, and may be admitted into the tall

‘ club.

« We have already chofen thirty members, the
moft fightly of all her Majefty’s fubjefts. We
ele€red a prefident, as many of the ancients did
their kings, by reafon of his height; having only
Vor. IV. Cec  confirmed
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confirmed him in that ftation above us which na-
ture had given him. He is a Scotch Highlander,
and within an inch of a thow. As for my own
part, I am but a fefquipedal, having cnly fix foot
and a half of ftature. Being the fhorteft mem-
ber of the club, I am appomted fecretary. If you
faw us all together, you would take us for the
fons of Anak. Our meetings are held, like the
old Gothic parliaments, fub dio, in open air; but
we fhall make an intereft, if we can, that we may
hold our affemblies in Weftminfter-hall when it 15
not term-time. I muft add to the honour of our
club, that it is one of our fociety who is now
finding out the longitude. The device of onr pu-
blic feal is 2 crane grafping a pigmy in his right
foot.

¢ 1 know the fhort club wvalue themfelves véry
much upon Mr. Diftich, who may poflibly play
fome of his pentameters upon us : but if he does,
he fhall certainly be anfwered in Alexandrines;
for -we have a poet among us of a genius as ex-
alted as his ftature, and who is very well read in
Longinus his treatife concerning the fublime. Be-

Aides, I would have Mr. Diiftich confider, that if

Horace was a fhort man, Mufeus, who makes
fuch a noble figure in Virgil’s fixth Aneid, was
taller by the head and thonlders than all the people
of Elyfium. I fhall therefore confront his lepi-
diffimum bomuncionem (a fhort quotation, and fit for
a member of their club) with one that is much’
longer, and therefore more fuitable to a member
of ours. . '

Qaar civcumfufos fic gﬂ affta Sré_)!fa ;
Mufieum ante omnes : medium nam p!m'mxa turba
Hunc kabet, atque humeris extantem [ufcipit altis.
Virg. Zn. 6. ver. 666,

- And firft to him furrounded by the reft ;

To thefe the Sibyl thus her fpeech addrefs’d ;. E

Tow’ring his height, and a.mple was his breaft,
DRYDEN.
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“ If, after all, this fociety of little men proceed
as they have begun, to magnify themfelves, and
leflen men of higher ftature, we have refolved to
make a detachment fome evening or other, that
fhall bring away their whole club in a pair of
paniers, and imprifon them in a cupboard which
we have fet apart for that ufe, till they have made
a public recantation. As for the little bully Tim
Tuck, if he pretends to be choleric, we fhall treat
him like his friend little Dicky, and hang him
upon a peg till he comes to himfelf; I have told:
you our defign; and let their little Machiavel pre-
vent it if he ean.
“ This is, Sir, the long and the fhort of the mat-
ter: I am fenfible I fhall ftir up a neft of waflps
by it; but let them do their worft. I think that
we ferve our country by dilcouraging this litile
breed, and hindering it from coming into fafhion.
If the fair fex look upon us with an eye of favonr,
we fhall make fome attempts to lengthen out the
human figure, and reftore it to its ancient proce-
rity. In the mean time, we hope old age has not
inclined you in favour of our antagenifts ; for I do
affure you, Sir, we are all your hlgh admu'ers,
though none more than,

& SIR,

1 Yours,” &e.

Thurfday, July 16, 1713 *.

Pugnabat tunica fed tamen illa tegi.
Ovip. Amor. 1. i. Eleg. 5.'ver. 14

Yet ftill the flrove her naked charms to hide.
HAVE received many letters from perfons of all

conditions in reference to my late difcourfe con-
#* No. 109. Cca cerning
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cerning the tucker. Some of them are filled with
reproaches and inve&ives. A lady who fubfcribes
herfelf Teraminta, bids me in a very pert manner
mind my own affairs, and not pretend to meddle with
their linen ; for that they do not drefs for an old fel-
low who cannot fee them without a pair of {peéta-
cles. Ancthier, who calls herfelf Bubnelia, vents her
paflion in fourrilous terms : An old pimny-hammer, A
dotard,. A wincomposp, s the beit language the can af-
ford me. Florella indeed expeftulates with me upon
the fubjeét ; y and only complains that fhe is forced to
return a pair of flays which were ‘made in the ex-
tremity of the f: zﬂ_.mn, that fhe m}ght not be thought
0 encomge peelnng.

But if on‘the one fide T have been ufed ill, (the
common fate of all reformers); T have on the Uther
fide received great applaufes and acknowledgements-for
what T have de »me, in having put a feafonable ftop to
this unaccountable humour-of firipping, that was got |
among our Britith ladies. As I would much rather
the world fhould know what is faid to my praife than
to my difadvantage, T fhall fupprefs what has been

“writtea to me by thofe who have yeviled me on this
occafion, and gnly publifh thofe letters which apprave
my proceedings.

$1SIR, .

“ T AM to give you thanks, in the name of half
¢ £ g dozén fuperannuated beauties. for your paper
¥ of the 6th inftant. We all of us pafs for women
“ of fifty ; and a man of your fenfe knows how
¢ many additional years are always to be thrown in-
¢ to female computations of this nature. We are
very fenfible, that feveral young flirts about town
¢ had a defign to caft us out of the fafhionable
“'world, and to leave us in the lurch by fome of
t their late  refinements. ~Two or three of them
¢ have been heard to fay,  that they would kill
 every old woman about town. In order to it
‘ they began to throw off their clothes as faft as

¢ they

-
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‘ they could, and have played all thofe pranks which
f¢ you have fo fealonably tken notice of. We
¢ were forced to uncoyer after them, being unwill-
*¢ ing to give out fo foon, and be regarded as vete-
" ¢ rans in the beaw monde. ~Some of us have already
¢ caught our deaths by~ it. For my own part, I
¢¢ have not been without a cold ever fince this fool-
¢ jfh falhion came up. I have followed it thus far
¢ with the hazard of my life; and how much far-
¢ ther I muft go nobody goes, if your paper does
“ not bring us relief. You may aflure yourfelf,
¢ that all the antiquated necks about town are very
¢ much nbl;%ed to you. Whatever fires and flames
¢ are concealed in our bofoms, (in which perhaps
% we vie with the youngeft of the fex), they are
¢ mot fufficient to preferve us againft the wind and
¢ weather. In taking fo many old women under
‘ your care, you have been a real Guardian to us,
¢ and faved the life of many of your contempora-
4 ries. In fhort, we all of us beg leave to fubfcnbt‘.'
& ourfelves,
% Moft venerable NEsToOR,
¢ Your humble fervants and fifters.”

I am very well pleafed with this approbation of
my good fifters. T muft confefs I have always look-
ed on the tucker to be the decus ¢t tutamen, the orna=
ment and defence of the female neck. My good old
lady the Lady Lizard condemned 'this fafhion from'
the beginning; and has obferved to me with fome
concern, that her fex, at the fame time they are let-
ting down their fiays, are tucking up their petti-
coats, which grow fhorter and fhorter: every day.
The leg difcovers itfelf in proportion with the neck.
But I may poflibly take another occafion of handling
this extremity ; it being my deﬁgn to keep a watch-
ful eye over every part of the female fex, and to
regulate them from head to foot. In the mean time
1 fhall fill up my paper with a letter which comes to

me from anothe: of my obliged correfpnndcmts
; « Dear
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¢ Dear GUARDEE, .

VHIS comes to you from one of thofe untucks«

ered ladies whom you were fo fharp up-

on on Monday was fe’ennight. I think myfelf
mightily beholden to you for the reprehenfion you
then gave us. You mult know I am a famous
olive beauty. But though this complexion makes
a very good face when there are a couple of black
fparkling eyes fet in it, it makes buta very indif-
ferent neck. Your fair women therefore thought.
of this fafhion to infult the olives and the bru-
netts.  They know very well, that a neck of
ivory does not make fo fine a thew as one of ala<
bafter. It is for this reafon, Mr. Ironfide, that
they are fo liberal in their difcoveries. We know

* very well, ‘that 2 woman of the whiteft- neck in

the world is to you no more than a woman of
fnow: but Ovid, in Mr. Duke’s tranflation of
him, feems to look upon it with another eye when
he talks of Corinna, and mentions

—her heaving breaft
Courting the hand, and fuing to be prefs’d.

¢ Women of my complexion ought to be more
madeft, elpecially fince our faces debar us from
all artificial whitenings. Could you examine
examine of thefe ladies who prefent you with

fuch beautiful mowy chefts, you would find they

are not all of a piece. Good Father Neftor, do
not let us alone till you have fhortened our necks,
and reduced them to their ancient ftandard.”

¢ 1 am your moft obliged
¢ Humble fervant,
“ Onrvia.’

.

I thall have a juft regard to Olivia’s remonftrance ;

though at the fame time I cannot but obferve, that
her modefty feems to be entirely the refult of her
complexion.
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Friday, July 17, 17137,

Non ego paucis :

Offendor maculis, quas aut incuria fudit,
Aut bumana parum cavit natura.
) ’ Hog. Ars Poet. ver. 351, -

I will not quarrel with a light miftake,
Such as our nature’s frailty may excufe.
! - RoscommoN.

HE candour which Horace fhews in the motto
of my paper, is that which diftingnifhes a
critic from 2 cavaller. He declares, that he is not
offended with thofe little faults in a poetical compo-
fition, which may be imputed to inadvertency, or
to the imperfeétion of human nature. The truth of
it is, there can be no more a perfett work in the
world than a perfe&t man. To fay of a celebrated
piece, that there are faults in it, is in effect to fay
no more than that the author of it was a man. For
this reafon, I confider every critic that attacks an
author in high reputation as the flave in the Roman
trinmph, who was to call out to the conqueror,
“ Remember, Sir, that yon are a man.” I fpeak
this 1n relation to the following letter, which criti-
cifes the work of a great poet, whofe very faults
have more beauty in them than the moft elaborate
compofitions of many more corre&t writers. The
remarks are very curious and juft, and introduced by
a compliment to the work of an anthor who I am
fure would not care for being praifed at the expence
of another’s reputation. 1 muft therefore defire my
correfpondent to excufe me, if I do not publifh -ei-
ther the preface or conclufion of his letter, but only
the critical part of it.
* No. 110. “ SR,



268 CUARDIAN:
B Sir,

UR ttagedy—wnters have been notorioufly
O defetive in giving proper feritiments to the.
« perlons they introduce. MNothing is more common
* than to hear an heathen talking of angels gnd de-
% vils, the joys of heaven and the pains of hell,
¢ accooding to the chriftian fyftem. Lee’s Aleander
¢ difcovers himfelf to be a Cartefian in the firft page
& of Oedipus.

-—-—'I‘he fun’s fick too,
Shortly hie'll be an earth

% As Dryden’s Cleomenes is acquainted with the
% Copernican hypothefis two thoufand years before
& its invention.

‘Pm pleas’™d with my own work; Jove was not
more :

With infant nature, when his fpacious hand

Had rounded this huge ball of earth and feas,

To give it the firlt pufh, and fee it rpll

Along the vaft abyfs

% I have now Mr. Dryden’s Don Sebaftian before
“ me, in which I find frequent allufions to ancient
“ hiftory and the old mythelogy of the heathen.
“ It is not very natural to fuppofe a king of Portu-

% gal would be borrowing thoughts out of Ovid’s
¢ Metamorphofes, when he talked even to thiofe of
% his own court'; but to allade to théfe Roman fa-
% bles when he talks t6 an emperor of Baibary,
“ feems very extraerdinary. But oblerve iow he
& defies Inm out ‘of ' the elaflics in the followmg
& hneﬁ ~

Why

e

i r———

e
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W'hy didft not thou engage me man to man,
And try the virtue of that Gorgon face

- To ftare me into ftatue?

k-
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¢ Almeyda at the fame time is more book-learned

than Don Sebaftian. She plays an hydra upon
the emperor that is full as good as the Gorgon.

O that I had the fruitful heads of Hydra,
That one might bourgeon where another fell |
Still would I give thee work; fill, ftill, thow

tyrant; - 4
And hifs thee with the laft——

¢ She afterwards, in allufion to Hercules, bids
him ¢ lay down the lion’s fkin, and take the dif-
ftaff ;’ and in the following fpeech utters her paf-
fion ftill more learnedly.

No; were we join’d, ev’n though it were in death,
Our bodies burning in one funeral pile,

" _The prodigy of Thebes would be renew’d,

And my divided flame fhould break from thine.

* The emperor of Barbary thews himfelf acquaint-
ed with the Roman poets as well as either of his
prifoners, and anfwers the foregoing {peech in the
fame claflic ftrain. !

- Serpent, 1 will engender poifon with thee ;

Our offspring, like the feed of dragon’s teeth,
Shall iffue arm’d, and fight themfelves to death,

& Ovid feéms to have been Muley Molock’s fz.

.ﬁ_

voufitc author ; witnefs the lines that follow.

She ftill inexorable, il imperious
And loud, as if like Bacchus born in thunder.—~

Yor. IV, 1 o iy “ T fhall



1) GUARDIAN.

“ T fhall conclude my remarks on hi part with
¢ that poetical complaint of his being in love, and
“ leave my reader to confider how prettily it would
¢ found in the mouth of an emperor of Morocco.

The god of love once more has fhot his fires
Into my foul ; and my whole heart receives him.

¢ Muley Zeydan is as ingenious a man as his bro-
¢ thet Muley Molock ; as where he hints at the
« ftory of Caftor and Pollux.

———May we ne’er meet !
¥or like the twins of Leda, when I mount,
He gallops down the fkies———

¢ As for the Mufti, we will fuppofe that he was
¢ bred up a fecholar ; and not only verfed in the law
# of Mahomet, but acquainted with all kinds of po-
“ lite-learning, For this reafon he is not at all fur-
# prifed when Dorax calls him a Phaeton in one
# place, and in another tells him he is like Archi-
“ medes.
% The Mufti afterwards mentions Ximenes, Al-
* bornoz and Cardinal Wolfey by name. The poet
¢ feems to think he may make every perfon in his
“ play know as much as himfelf, and talk as well
as he covld have done on the fame occafion. At
¢ Jeaft T believe every reader will agree with me,
¢ that the above mentioned fentiments, to which I
¢ might have added feveral others, would have been
*¢ better fuited to the court of Auguftus than that of
¢ Muley Molock. I grant they are beautiful in
« themfelves, and much more fo in that noble lan-
¢ gnage which was peculiar to this great poet.
only obferye, that they are improper for the per-
“ fons who make ufe of them. Dryden is indeed
‘" generally wrong in his fentiments. Let one read
** the dialogue between Oftaviz and Cleopatra, and
# ‘e will be amazed to hear a Roman lady’s mouth
“ filled

-
-

»
"

e
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¢ filled with fuch obfcene raillery, If the virtuous
¢ Oftavia departs from her charaéer, the loofe Do~
¢ labella is no lefs inconfiftent with himfelf, when
““ all of a fudden he drops the pagan, and talks in
“¢ the fentiments of revealed religion.

L
(13
L3
(13
(13
(13

Heav’n has but
Our forrow for our fins, and then delights
To pardon erring man. Sweet mercy feems
Its darling attribute, which limits juftice,
As if there were degrees in Infinite:
And Infinite would rather want perfeétion
Than punifh to extente—————

¢ T might fhew feveral faults of the fame nature
in the celebrated Aurenge-Zebe. The improprie-
ty of thoughts in the fpeeches of the Great Mo-
gul and his Emprefs has been generally cenfured.
Take the fentiments out of the fhining drefs of
words, and they would be too coarfe for a fcene
in Billingfgate.

— -
— ——

# Iam,” &ec.

Dda
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Saturday, July 18, 1y1q*

Hic aliquis de gente bircofa centurionum
Dicat ; quod [atis eft, [apio mibi = nen egs curo
Effe gwd ar:%!a.r, arumngfique Solones.

Pers. Sat: 3. ver. 77.

But here fome captain of the land or fleet,
Stout of his hands, but of a foldier’s wit,
Cries, I have fenfe to ferve my turn in flore;
And he’s 2 vafcal who pretends to more :
Damime, whate’er thofe book-learn’d blockheads
Cfay, o
- Selon’s the verieft fool in'al the play e han dug »
DRrYDEN. *

AM very much concerned when T fee young

I gentlemen of fortune and quality fo wholly fet
upon pleafures and -diverfions that they negleét all
thofe improvements in wifdom and knowledge which
may make them eafy to themfelves and ufeful to the
world. The greatelt part of our Britifh youth lofe
their figure and grow out of fathion by the time they
are five and twenty. As foon as the natural gaiety
and amiablenefs of the young man wears off, they
have nothing left to recommend them, but lie by the
reft of their lives among the lumber and refufe of
the {pecies. * It fometimes happens indeed, that for
want of applying themfelves in due time to the pur-
fuits of knowledge, they take up a book in their de-
clining years, and grow very hopeful fcholars by
the time they are threefcore. 1 muft therefore ear-
neftly prefs my readers who are in the flower of their
youth, to labour at thofe accomplifiments which
may fet off their perfons when their bloom is gone,
zad to lay 1n timely provifions for manhood a.nd old
* No, 111, age
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age. . In dhort, I would advife the youth of fifteen
to be drefling up every day the man of fifty, or to
confider how to make himfelf venerable at threefcore.
Young men, who are naturally ambitious, would
do well to obferve how the greateft men of antiquity
. made it their ambition to excel alff their contempo-
raries in knowledge. Julius Cefar and Alexander, |
the moft celebrated inftances of human greatnefs,
took a particular care, to diftinguith themfelves by,
their fkill in the arts and fciences. We have #ill
extant feveral remains of the former which juflify
the charaéter given of him by the learned men iof his
own age. As for the latter, it is a known faymg
of his, that he was more obliged to Ariftotle who
had infiruéted him, than to, Philip who had given
him life and empire. . There is a letter of his re-
corded by Plutarch and Aulus Gelius, which hLe
wrote to-Ariftotle upen hearing that he had publith-
ed thofe leCtures he had given him in private. This
letter was written in the following words, at a time
when he was in the height of his Perfian conquefts.

= . . ATEXANDER to ARISTOTLE, greeting. . °

L OU have not done well to publith your books
Oy of fele&t knowledge ; for what is there now
¢ in which I can furpafs others, if thofe things which
¢ T have been inftrufted in are communicated to
“ every body ? For my own part, I declare to you,
¢ T would rather excel others in knowledge than
¢ power.” Farewel.”

We fec by this letter, that the love of conqueft
was but the fecond ambition in Alexander’s foul.
Knowledge is indeed that which, next to virtue, truly
and_eflentially raifes one man above another. It
finifhes one half of the human foul. It makes being
pleafant to us, fills the mind with entertaining views,
and adminifters to it a perpetual feries of gratifica-"

«tions. It gives eafe to folitude, and gracefulnefs to
retitement. It fills 2 public flation with fuitable
: 3 - abilities,
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abilities, and adds a luftre to thofe who are in the
poffefiion of them.

Learning, by which I mean all afeful knowledge,
whether fpeculative or pradtical, is' in popular and
mixved governi‘nents the nataral fource of wealth and
honour. If we look into moft of the reigns from
the conqueft, we fhall find that the favourites of
each reign have been thofe who have raifed them-
felves. The greateft men are generally the growth
of that particular age in which they flourith. A fu-
perior capacity for bufinefs, and a more extenfive
knowledge, are the fleps by which a new man often
mounts to favour, and outthines the reft of his con-
temporaries. But when men are aftually born to
titles, it is almoft impofiible that they fhould fail of
receiving an additional greatnefs, if they take care
to accomplith themfelves for it. .

The flory of Selomon’s choice does not only in-
firuét us in that point of hiftory, but furnifhes out
a very fine moral to us, namely, that he who applies
his heart to wifdom, does at the fame time take' the
moft proper method for gaining long life, riches, and
reffutation, which are very often not only the re-
wards, but the effets of wifdom.

As it is very fuitable to my prefent fubjed, I fhall
firft of all quote this paifage in the words of facred
writ ; and afterwards mention an allegory, in which
this whole paflage is reprefented by a famous French
poet : not queftioning but it will be very pleafing to

fuch of my readers as have a tafte of fine writing.

¢ In Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a
* dream by night: and God faid, Afk what I fhall
¢ give thee. And Solomon faid, Thou haft fhewed
¢ unto thy fervant David my father great mercy ac»
¢ cording as he walked before thee in truth and in
* righteoufnels, and in uprightnels of heart with
* thee ; and thou halt kept for him this great kinds
“ nefs, that thou haft given him a fon to fit on his
$ T-hrone, as it is this day, And now, O Lorc(l} my"

[13 Qd
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* God ! thouhaft madethy fervant king inftead of Da-
* vid my father: and I am but 2 little child: T know
* not how to go out or come in. Give therefore
* thy fervant an underftanding heart, to judge thy
 people, that I may difcern between good and bad:
¢ for who is able to judge this thy fo greata people?
¢ _And the {peech plealedthe Lotrd, that Solomon had
* ajked this thing. And God faid unto him, Be-
¢ caufe thou haft afked this thing, and hafl not afked
¢ for thyfelf long life, neither hafl alked riches for
¢ thyfelf, nor haft alked the life -of thine enemies,
¢¢ but haft atked for thyfelf underitanding to difcern
¢ judgment ; behold ! I have done according to thy
“ word: lo! I have given thee a wife and an un-
¢ derftanding heart; fo that there was none like
¢ thee before thee; neither after thee fhall any rife
¢ like unto thee. And I have alfo given thee that
¢ which thou haft not afked, both riches and
¢ honour :. fo that there fhall not be any among the
¢ kings like, unto thee all thy days. And if thou
¢ wilt walk in my ways, to keep ‘my flatutes and
* my -commandments, as thy father David did
% walk ; then I will lengthen thy days. And So-
¢ lomon awoke ; and behold it was a dream.”’

-~

The French poet has fhadowed this ftory in an
allegory ; of which he feems to have taken the hint
from the fable of the three gwldefies appearing to
Paris; or rather from the vifion of Hercules, 1ecord-
ed by Xenophon, where Plealure and Virtue are re«
prefented as real perfons making their court to- the
hero with all their feveral charms and allarements.
Health, Wealth, Vifory and Honour are intros
duced fucceflively in their proper emblems and chas
racters ; each of them {preading her temptations,:

_and recommending herfelf to the young monarch’s
choice, Wifdom enters the lait, and {o captivates
him with her appearance, that he gives himfelf up to
her. Upon which fhe informs him, that thofe who
2ppeared before her were nething elfe but her equi-

page;
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page ; and that fince he had placed his heart upor
Wifdom,—Health, Wealth, Viéory and Honour
fhould always wait on her as her handmaids. -

Monday, July 20, 1713*%.

e Udam
Spernit bumum fugiente penna.
Hogr. Od. 2. 1. 4ii. ver, 23.

Scorns the bafe earth, and croud below,

And with a foaring wing ftill mounts on high.
CreecH.

HE pInlofophers of King Charles his reign
. “were bufy in finding out the art of flying.
‘The famous Bifhop Wilkins was fo confident of fuc-
cefs in it, that he fays he does not queftion but in
the next age it will be as ufual to hear a man call for
his wings when he is going a journey, as it is now
to call for his boots. The humour fo prevailed
among the virtuofos of this reign, that they were
aétually making parties to go up to the moon toge-
ther, and were more put to it in their thoughts how
to meet with accommodations by the way, than how
to get thither. Every one: knows the itory of the
great lady, who at the fame time was building caftles
in the air for their reception. I always Ieave fuch
trite quotations to my reader’s private recolleétion.
For which reafon alfo I fhall forbear extrading out
of authors feveral inftances of particular perfons
who have arrived at fome perfection in this art, and
exhibited {pecimens of it before multitudes of be-
holders. Inftead of this, I fhall prefent my reader
with the following letter from an artift who is now
taken up with this invention, and conceals his true
aame under that of Dadalus.
* No. 112, “ Mr

#
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" Mr. IroNsSIDE,
NOWING that you are a great encourager
of ingenuity, I think fit to acquaint you
that I have made a confiderable progrefs in the art
of flying. I flutter about my room two or three
hours in a morning; and when my wings are on, -
can go above 3 hundred yards at a hop, ftep and
jump. I can fly already as well as a turkey-cock,
and improve every day. If I proceed as 1 have
begun, I intend to give the world a proof of my
proficiency in this art. Upon the next public -
thank{giving-day, it is my defign to fit aftride the
dragon upoa, Bow-fteeple ; from whence, after the
firft difcharge of the Tower-guns, I intend to
mount into the zir, fly over Fleet-fircet, and pitch
upon the May-pole in the Strand. From thence,
by a gradual defcent, I fhall make the beft of my
way for St. James’s park, and light upon the ground
near Rofamond’s pond. This I doubt not will
convince the world that I am no pretender. But
before I fet out, I fhall defire to have a patent for
making of wings, and that none fhall prefume to
fly, under pain of death, with wings of any other
man’s making. I intend to work for the court
myfelf, and will have journeymen under me to
furnifh the reft of the natien. I likewife defire,
that I may have the fole teaching of perfons of
quality ; in which I fhall fpare neither time nor
pains, till T have made them as expert as myfelf.
I will iy with the women upon my back for the
firft fortnight. I fhall appear at the next maf-
querade, dreffed up in my feathers and plumage
like an Indian prince, that the quality may fee
how pretty they will look in their travelling ha-
bits. You know, Sir, there is an unaccountable
prejudice to projeftors of all kinds; for which
reafon, when 1 talk of pracifing to fly, filly people
think me an owl for my pains. But, Sir, you
know better things. I need not enumerate to you

* the benefits which will acerue to the public from

Yor. IV. Ee % thig
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¢ this invention ; as how the roads of England will
¢ be faved'when we travel through thefe new high

“¢ ways, and how all family-accounts will be’ 1&5%::-—
* ed in the article of coaches and horfes: 1 need not.
“_ mention pofts and packet-boats, with many other
¢ conveniencies of life, which will be fupplied this
“ svay. In fhort, Sir, when mankind are in poflef-
¢ fion of this art, ‘they will be able'to“do more bufi-
“ nefs in threefcore 'and ten years, than they could
“:do'in a thoufand by the methods now inufe. I
¢ therefore recommend myfelf and art to your pa-
* tronage ; and am,

¢ Your moft 'I‘H:lm'ble fervant.”

i bave fully confidered the proje@ of thefe our
modern Deedalifls ; and am refolved fo far to dif-

“courage it, as to ‘prevent any perfon from flying in
my time. It would fill the werld with innumerable
ymmoralities, and give fuch occeafions for intrigues,
as'people cannot meet with who have nothing but
legs to carry them. You fhall have a couple of
lovers meke a midnight-affignation ‘upon the tdp of
the monument ; and ‘fee the cupola of St. Paul's
“covered with both fexes, like the oufide of a pigeon-
houfe. Nothing would be more frequent than to fee

a beau flying in at'a ‘garret-window ; or a gallant

‘giving chace to his miftrefs, like a hawk after-a lark.
There would be no waLng in a 'fhady woed with-

out fpringing a covey of toafts. The poor hufband

conld not dream what ‘was doing over his head. If

-he' were jealous indeed, he might clip his wife’s
wings; but what would thisavail, when there were

Alocks of whoremafiers perpetually hovering over his
houfe ? "What cencern would the fatlier of a family

be'in'all the time his daunghter was upon the wing ?
Every heirefs mufl have an old woman flying at her
heels.  In fhort] the whole air would be full of this
kind of gibier, as' the French call it “T do allow,
with my correfpondent, that there’ weild be much
more bufinefs done than thete is at prefeat. “How-

ever,
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ever, thould he apply for fuch a patent as he {peaks
of, I queftion not but there would be more petitions
out of the city againft it, than ever yct appeared
againft any other monopoly, whatfoever. Every
tradefman that can’t keep his wife a coach, could
keep her a pair of wings ; and there is no doubt but
ihe would be every morning and evening taking the
air with them. i

I have here only confidered the ill confequences of
this invention in the influence it would have onv
love-affairs. I have many more objeétions to make
on other accounts ; but thefe I fhall defer publithing
till I fee my friend aftride the dragon.

Tugfday, July 21, 1713 *.

—Amphara capit
Inflitui currente rotay cur urcens exit ?
Hor. Ars Poet. ver. 214

When you begin with fo much pomp and fhow,
Why is the end fo little and fo low ?
- Roscommon:

" LAST night received a letter from an honeft ci-
tizen, who it feems is in his honey-moon. It
is written by 2 plain man on a plain fubjeét; but
has an air of good fenfe and natural honefy in it,
which may perhaps pleafe the public as much as my=
{elf. T fhall not therefore fcruple the giving it a
place in my paper, which is defigned for common
ufe, and for the benefit of the poor as well as rich,

¢ Good Mr. IRONSIDE, Cheapfide, Fuly 18.
o I HAVE lately married a very pretty body; who
C: being fomething younger and richer than my-
¢ felf, T was advifed to go a-wooing to her in a finer
* No.113. Eea B 111



220 GUARDIAN.

(13
e
(13
(13
(13
1]
(13
(13
[
i
“
it

({

1
13
%
[
o

[13
(13
(33
113
£
(13
it
L3

-

(13
'3
it
i
£t
(13
“h
(13
(13
(14
(11

|

fuit of clothes than ever I wore in my life ; for T
love to drefs plain” and ‘fuitable to a man of my
rank. However, I gained her heart by it. Upon
the wedding-day I put myfelf, aceording to cuftom,
in another fuit fire-new, with filver buttons to it.
T am fo out of countenance among my neighbours
upon being fo fine, that T heartily with my clothes
well worn out. I fancy every body obferves me
as I walk the ftreet, and long to be in my old plain
geer again. Befides, forfooth, they have put me
i a filk night-gown and a gaudy fool’s cap, and
malke me now and then ftand in the window with
it. I am alhamed to be dandelled thus, and cannot
look in the glafs without blufhing to fee myfelf
turned into fuch a pretty little mafter. They tell
me I muft appear in my wedding-fuit for the firft
month at leaft ; after which 1 am refolved to come
again to my every day’s clothes, for at prefent every
day is Sunday with me. Now, in my mind, Mr,
Ironfide, this is the wrongeft way of proceeding
in the world. When a man’s perfon is new, and
unaccuftomed to a-young body, he does not want
any _thing elfe to fet him off. The novelty of the
lover has more charms than a wedding-fuit. I
thould think therefore, thata man fhould keep his
ﬁnery for the latter feafons of marnage, and not
begin to drefs till the honey-moon is over: I have
obferved at a Lord Mayor’s feaft, that the {weet-
meats do not make their appearance till people are
cloyed with beef and mutton, and begin to lofe
their ftomachs. But inflead of this we ferve up
deligacies to our guefts when their appetites are
keen, and coarfe diet when their bellies are full.
As bad as I hate my filver-buttoned coat and filk
night-gown, I-am afraid of leaving them off; not
knowing whether my wife won’t repent of her
marriage when fhe fees what a plain man fhe has
to her hufband. Pray Mr. Ironfide write fome-
tlung to prepare her for it, and let me know whe=
¢ % ther
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ther you think fhe can ever ;ov‘_ me in- a hair-
button.

-~
-

“ I am, &ec.

“ P.§. I forgot to tell you of my white gloves,
. which they, fay foo I mult wear .111 the firit
¢ month.”

My correfpondent’s obfervations are very juft, and
may be ufeful in low life. But to turn them to the
- advantage ef people in higher ftations, I fhall raife
the moral, and obferve fomething parallel to the woo-
ing and wedding-fuit in the behaviour of perfons of
figure. - After long experience in the world, and re-
fleCtions upon mankind, I find one’ particular occa-
fion of unhappy marriages, which, though very com-,
mon, is not very much attended to. What I mean
is this: Every man in the time of courtlhip, and in
the firft entrance of marriage puts on a behaviour
like my correfpondent’s holiday-fuit, whieh is to lat
n6 longer than till he is fettled in the pofleffion of
his miitrefs. He refigns his inclination and uader-
ftanding to her humour and opinion. He neither
loves nor hates, nor talks nor thinks, in contradic-
tion to her. Heis controlled by a nod, mortified by
a frown, and tranfported by a fmile. The poor
young lady falls in love with this fupple creature,
and expeéts of him the fame behaviour for life. In
a little time fhe finds that he has a will of his own ;
that he pretends to diflike what fhe approves; and
that inftead of treating her like a goddefs, he ufes
her like a woman. What {till makes the misfortune
worfe, we find the moft abje&t flatterers _degenerate
into the greateft tyrants. This naturally fills the
foul with fullennefs and difcontent, fpleen and va-
pour ; which, with a little difcreet management,
make a very comfortable matriage. I very much
approve of my friend Tom Truelove in this parti-
cular. Tom made love to a woman of fenfe, and
always treated hey as fuch durmg the whole time of

eourtthip.
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courtfhip. His natural temper and good. breeding
hindered him from doing any thing difagreeable, as
his fincerity and frankuefs of behaviour made him
converfe with her before marriage in the fame man-
ner he intended to continue to do aiterwards. Tom
would. often tell her, ** Madam, you fee what fort
“ of amanl am. If you will take me withallmy
¢ faults about me, I promife to mend rather than
¢ grow worfe.” I remember Tom was once hinting
his diflike of fome little trifle his miftrels liad faid or
done. Upon which fhe afked: him how he would
talk to her after marriage, if he talked at this rate
before 2 ¢ No, Madam,” fays Tom, ¢ I mention
¢ this now becaufe you ate at your own difpofal ;
¢ were you at mine, L [hould be too generous to do
¢ it.*  Ia fhort, Tom fucceeded, and has ever {ince
been better than his word. The lady has been dil~
appeinted on the right fide, and has found nothing
more difagreeable in the hufband than fhe difcovered
in the lover.

'

Wednefay, July 22, 1713%.

Alvess accipite, et ceris opus infundite :
Fuei vecufant, apibus conditio placet.
PuzDdRr. Fab. 13, 1. 1ii. v. g.

Take the hives, 2nd fall to. work upon the honey-

combs : the drones refufe, the bees aceept the P
pofal.

THINK myfelf obliged to acquaint the public,
that the lion’s liead, of which I advertifed them
about a fortnight age, is now eretted at’ Button's
coffechoulfe in Ruffel-firect, Govent Garden, where
it opens. its mouth at all hours for the reception of
* No. 114. “fuch
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‘fuch intelligence as thall be thrown into it. It is
reckoned an excellent piece of worlemanifhip, and
was defigned by a great hand in imitation of -the an-
- tic Egyptian lion, the fave of it being compounded
out of that of a lion and a wizard, The features
are ftrong and well furrowed. The whifkers are ad-
mired by all that have feen them. It is planted on
the weftern fide of the ceffeehionfe, holding its paws
under the chin upon a box which contains every
thing that he fwallows. He 1s indeed a proper em-
blem of Know]edge and Aétion, bcmg all k@' and
paws.
I need not acquaint my readers, that my lion, 11kc
a moth or book worm, feeds nupon nothing but pa-
per ; and fhall only beg of them to diet him with
wholefome and fubftantial food. 1 muft therefore
defire that they will not gorge him either with non-
{enfe or obfeenity ; and muit likewife infift, that his
mouth be not defiled with'feandal; for' T would not
make ufe 6f him to revile the human fpecies, and
fatirife thefe who are his betters. 1 fhall not fuffer
" him to worry any man’s reputation; nor indeed fall
on any perfon whatfoever, fuch only excepted as dif-
grace the name of this generous animal, and under
the title'of lions contrive the ruin of thelr fellow-
fobje@ts. T.muft defire likewife, that intriguers will
not make a pimp of my lion, and by his means con-
vey their thotights to ene another. Thofe who are
read in the hiftory of the Popes obferve, that the
Leos have been the befl, and the Innecents the worlt
of that fpecies ; and T =h0pe that T fhall not be thought
to derogate from my lion’s charaéter, by reprefenting
him as fuch as a peaceable, good-natured, well de-
figning beaft.

I intend to publifh onee every week, The roarings
of the lion; and hope to make him roar fo loud as
to be heard over all the Britifh nation.

If my correfpondents will do their parts in
prompting him, and fupplying him with fuitable pro-

vlhon,
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vifion, I queflion not but the lion’s head will be

-reckoned the beft head in England.

There is a notion generally received in the world,
that a lion is a dangerous creature to all women who
are mot virgins ; which may have given occafion to 2
foolifh report, that my lion’s jaws are fo contrived as
to {nap the hands of any of the female fex who are
not thus qualified to approach it with fafety. I {hall
not fpend much time in expofing the falfity of this
“wgepozt, which I believe will not weigh any thing

Wmen of fenfe. I fhall only fay, that there
is not @ne of the fex in all the neighbourhood of
Covent Garden who may not put her hand in the
mouth with the fame fecurity as if f(he were a veftal.
However, that the ladies may not be deterred from
correfponding with me by this methoed, I muft ac-
quaint them, that the coffeeman has a little daughter
of about four years old who has been virtuoully
educated, and will lend her hand upon this oecafion
to any lady that thall defire it of her.

»  In the mean time I muft further acquaint my fair
readers, that I have thoughts of making a further
provifion for them at my ingenious friend Mr. Mot~
teux’s, or at Corticelli’s, or fome other place fre-
quented by the wits and beauties of the fex. AsT
have here 2 lion’s head for the men, I fhall there
ereft an unicorn’s head for the ladies; and will fo
contrive it, that they may put in their mtelhgencc
at the top of the horn, which fhall convey it into a
little receptacle at the bottom prepared for that pur-
pofe. Out of thele two magazines 1 fhall fupply the
town from time to time with what may tend to their
edification, and at the fame time carry on an epiftol-
ary correfpondence between the two heads not a lit-
ile beneficial both to the public and to myfelf. As
both thefe monfters will be very infatiable, and de-
vour great quantities of paper, there will no {mall
aife redound from them to that manufafture in par-

. tcular.

The
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The following letter having been left with the

keeper of the lion, with a requeft from the writer
that it may be the firft morfel which is put into his
mouth, I {hall communicate’ it to the public as it
came to my hand, without examining whether it be,
proper nourifhment, as I intend to do for the future.

.
-

¢ Mr. GuaRDIAY,

OUR predeceflor the Spedtator endeavoured,
sut in vain, to improve the ‘charms of the
fair fex, by expofing their drefs whenever it
launched into extremities. Among the reft, the
great petticoat came under his confideration. But,
in contradition to whatever he has faid, they ftill
refolutely perfift in this fathion. © The form of
their bottom is not, I confefs, altogether the fame;
for whereas before it was of an orbicular make, they
now look as if they were prefled, fo that they feem
to deny accefs to any part but the middle. Many
are the inconveniencies that accrue to her Majefty’s
loving fubjeéls from the faid petticoats; as hurt-
ing men’s fhins, fweeping down the wares of in-
duftrious females in the fireets, &c. I faw a
young lady fall down the other day ; and believe
me, Sir, {lie very much refembled an overturned
bell without a clapper. Many other difafters I
could tell you of that befal themfelves as well as
others by means of this unwieldy garment. I
with, Mr. Guardian, you would join with me in
hewing your diflike of fuch a monftrous fathion ;
and I hope when the ladies fee it is the opinion

. of two of the wifeft men in England, they will be

convinced of their folly. I am,
IS TR,
“ Your daily reader and admirer,

: “ Tom Pramv.”
Vor. IV. F £
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Tbmfday, July 23, 1755%

Ingtmum par malerie .
Juv. Sat x.ver. 351,

A genius equal to the f{ubjett.
} y A
WEN I.read rules of cuticifm, T immediately
; enquire after the works of the author whe
has written them, and by that means difcover what
it is he likes in a, compoﬁtion for there 1s no quef=
tion but every man aims at lcaﬂ: at what he thinks
beautiful in others., If 1 find by his own manner
of writing that_he is heavy and taftelefs, I throw
afide his criticifms with a fecret indignation, to fee
a'man without genins or politenels diftating to-the
world on fubje&b which I find are above his reach. *
- If the critic has publifhed nothing but rules and
obfervations in criticifm, I then confider whether -
there be a propriety and elegance in his thoughts
and words, clearnefs and delicacy in his remarks;
wit and good-breeding in his raillery : but if in the
place of all thefe I find nothing but degmatical ftu~
pidity, I muft beg fuch a writer’s pardon, if I have
no manner of deference for his judgment, and refufe
to conform myfelf to his tafle.

So Macer and Mundungus {chool the times,

And write in rugged profe the {ofter rule:, of rhymes.

Well do they play the careful critic’s part,

Inftruéting doubly by their matchlefs art.

Rules for good verfe they firll with pains indite,

Then fhew, us what are bad, by what they write,
Mr. CoNGREVE to Sir R, TempLE.

* No. 115, The
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The greateft critics among the ancients are thofe who
have the moft excelled in all other kinds of compo-
11t10n, and have thewn the height of -good wutmg,
even in the precepts which they have gn«en for it.

Among the moderns likewile, no critic has ever
pleafed, or been looked upon as authentic, who did
not fhew by his practice that he was a mafter of the
theory. 1 have now one before me, who, after
having given many proofs of his performances, both
in poetry and profe, obliged the world with feveral
critical works: The author I mean, is Strada. His
prolufion on the ftile of the molfl famons among the
ancient Latin poets who are extant, and have written.
in epic verfe, is one of the moft entertaining as well
as the moft juft pieces of eriticifm that I have ever
read, I fhall make the plan of it the fubje& of this
day’s paper.

It is commonly known that Pope Leo X. was a
great patron of learning, and ufed to be prefent at
the performances, converfations and difputes of all
the moft polite writers of his time. Upoa this bot-
tom Strad.a founds the following narrative. When
this Pope ‘was at his vills, that ftood upon an emi-'
nence on the banles of the Tiber, the poets contrived

“the following pageant or machine for his entertain-
ment. They made a huge floating mountain, that
was {plit at the top in imitation of Parnaflus. There
were feveral marks on it that diftinguithed it for the
habitation of heroic poets. Of all the mufes Calliope
only made her appearance. It was covered up and
down with groves of laurel. Pegafus appeared hang-
ing off the fide of a rock, with a fountain running
from his heel. This floating Parnaflus fell down the
river to the found of trumpets, and in a kind of epic
meafure; for it was rowed forward by /ix huge wheels,
three on each fide, that by their conftant motion car-
riéd on the machine till it arrived before the Pope’s
“willa.

The reprefentatives of the ancient poets were dif-
pofed in ftations fuitable to their refpedtive charac-

B fa ters



228 GUARDIAN.

ters. Statins was pofted on the higheft of the twe'
fummits ; which was fafthioned in the form of a pre-
cipice, and hung over the reft of the mountain in a
dreadful manner ; fo that people regarded him with
the fame terrour and curiofity as they look upon
a daring rope-dancer whom they expeét to fall every
moment.

Claudian was feated on the other fummit, which
was lower, and at the fame time more fmooth and
even than the former. It was obferved likewife to
be more barren, and to produce on fome fpots of it
plants that are unknown to Italy, and fuch as the
gardeners call exotics.

Lucretius was very bufy about the. roots of the
mountains, being wholly intent upon the motion and
management of the machine, which was under his
conduét, and was indeed of his invention. He was
fometimes fo engaged among the wheels, and covered
with machinery, that not above half the poet appear-
ed to the fpe&tators ; though at other times, by the
working of the engines, he was raifed up, and be-
came as confpicuous as any of the brotherhood.

* Ovid did not fettle in any particular place, but
ranged over all Parnaflus with great nimblenefs and
attivity. But as he did not much care for the toil
and pains that were requifite to climb the upper
part of the hill, he was generally rov"mg about the
bottom of it.

But there was none who was placed in a2 more emi-
nent ftation, and had a greater profpe& under him,
than Lucan. He vaulted upon Pegafus with all the
heat and intrepidity of youth, and feemed defirous
of mounting into the clouds upon the back of him.
But as the hinder feet of the horfe ftuck to the moun-
tain, while the body reared up in the air, the poet
with great difficulty kept himfelf from fliding off his
back : infomuch that the people often gave him for
gone, and cried out every now and then that he was
tumbling.

Virgil,
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Virgil, with great modefty in his looks, was feated
by Calliope, in the midft of a plantation of laurels,
which grew thick about him, and almoft covered
him with their thade. He would not perhaps have
been feen in this retirement, but that it was impof-
fible to look upon Calliope without feeing Virgil at
the fame time.

This poetical mafquerade was no fooner arrived
before the Pope’s villa, but they received an invi-
tation to land; which they did accordingly. The
hall prepared for their reception, was filled with an
audience of the greateft eminence for quality and po--
litenefs. The poets took their places, and repeated
each of them a poem written in the ftyle and {pirit
of thofe immortal authors whom they reprefented.
The fubjett of thefe feveral poems, with the judgment
pafled upon each of them, may be an agreeable en-
tertainment for another day’s paper.

Friday, July 24, 1713 %,

Ridiculum acrz
Fortius et mefins.—— :
Hor. Sat. 10. 1.1, v. 14.

A jeft in fcorn points out and hits the thing
More home than the morofeft {atire’s fting.

HERE are many little enormities in the world
which our preachers would be very glad to fee
removed; but at the fame time dare not meddle with
them for fear of betraying the dignity of the pulpit.
Should they recommend the tucker in a pathetic dif-
coutfe, their audiences would be apt to laugh out. T
knew a parifh where the top woman of it ufed al-
ways to appear with a patch upon fome part of her
forehead. The good man of the place preached at it
# No. 116, with
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with great zeal for almoft a twelvemonth ; but in-
ftead of fetching out the fpot, which he perpetually
aimed at, he only got. the name of Parfon Pateh for
his pains. Another is to this day called by the
name of Doctor Top-knot, for reafons of the fame
nature. 1 remember the clergy, during the time of
Cromwell’s ulurpation, were very much taken up in
reforming the female world, and fhewing the vanity
of thofe outward ornaments in which the fex {fo. much
delights. I have heard a whole' fermon againft a
white-wafh, and have known a toloured ribbon made
the mark of the unconverted. The clergy of the
?rcfcnt age are not tranfported with thefe indifcreet
fervours, as knowing that it is hard for a reformer to
avoid ridicule when he is fevere upon fubjeéts which
are vather apt to produce mirth than {ferioufnefs. For
this reafon I look upon myfelf to be of great ufe to
thefe good men. While they are employed in extir-
patipg mortal fins, and crimes of a higher nature, T
fhounld be glad to rally the world out of indecencies
and yenial tranfgreflions.” While the doctoris curing
dlﬁf’mpers th'lt have the appearance of danger or
death in them, the Merry Andrew has his feparate
packet for the megrims and toothach,

Thus much I thought fit to premife before I re-
fume the fubje@ which I have already handled ; I
mean the naked bofoms of our Britifh ladies. Ihope
they will not take it ill of me, if T ftill beg that they
will be covered. I fhall here prefent them with a
" letter on that particular, as it was yefterday convey-
ed to me through the lion’s mouth. It comes from

uaker, and 1s as follows:

¢ NESTOR [RONSIDE,
UR friends like thee. We rejoice to find thou
beginneft to have a glimmering of the light
“ in thee. We f{hall pray for thee that thou mayft
* be more and moreenlightened. Thou giveft good
# advice to the women of this world, to clothe them-
¢ felves like unto our friends; and not to expofe their

¢ flefhly

"
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flefhly temptations, for it is againft the record.
Thy lion is a good lion: he roareth loud, dnd is
heard a great way, even uiito the fink of Bdbyinn.
for the fearlet whore is governed by the voice of
¢ thy lion. © Lock on his order.
“ Rome, July 8, 1783 ""A placard is pubhﬁmd
hiere, forbidding women of whatfoeyer quality to
go with naked breafts ; and the priefts are ordered
not to admit the tranfgreffors of this law to confef-
fion, nor to communion ; neither are they to.enter
the cathedrals under fevere penalties.’
% Thefe lines are faithfully copied from the night-
1y paper with this title written over it, ¢ The
Evening Poft, from Saturday July-the a8th to
¢ Tuefday July the 21ft.’
“ Seeing thy lion 1s obeyed at this diftance, we
hope the foolifh women in' thy own country will
liften to thy admonitions ; otherwife thou art des
¢ fired to make him &ill roar, till all the beails of
 the foreft fhall tremble. T muft again repeat un-
¢ 1o thee, friend Neltor, the whole brotherhood
have great hopes of thee, and expect to fee thee fo
£t mfpnéd with the light, as thou mayft {peedily be-
‘come ‘a ‘great preacher of the word. I with it
& heartily.
“ Thine,

“in every thmg that is praife worthy,

“ Tom TREMBLE.

L

-
-

ik
it

-

R R S

“ Tom’s coffechoufe in Blrchm-
¢ lane, the 23d day of the
‘¢ month called July."”

It happens very oddly that the Pope and T fhould
have the fame thoughts much about the fame time
My enemies will be apt to fay that we hold a cor-
‘refpondence together, and a& by concert in this mat-
ter. Let that be as it will, T {hall not be afhamed
to join with his Holinefs in thofc particulars which
are indifferent between us, efpecially when it is for
the reformation of the finer half of mankind. We

; gre.



232 GUARDIAN.

are both of us about the fame age, and confider this
fathion in the fams view. 1 hope that it will not be
able to refift his bull any my lion. Iam only afraid
that our ladies will take occafion from hence to
fhew their zeal for the Proteftant religion, and pre-
tend to expofe their naked bofoms only in oppofition

to POPBI’J«'.

Saturday, July 235, 1713*.

Cura pii dits funt——
: - Ovip. Met. 1. viii. ver, 724-

The good are heav’n’s peculiar care.

OOKING over the late edition of Monfieur Boi-
leau’s works, I was very much pleafed with
the article which he has added to his notes on the
tranflation of Longinus. He there tells us, that the
fublime in writing rifes either from the noblenefs of
the thought, the magnificence of the words, or the
harmonious and lively turn of the phrafe; and that
the perfeé fublime arifes from all thefe three in con-
junétion together. He produces an inftance of this
erfeft fublime in four verfes from the Athaliah of
Rfonﬁe'ur Racine. When Abner, one of the chief
officers of the Court, reprefents to Joad the high
prieft that the queen was incenfed againft him, the
Jigh prieft, not in the leaft terrified at the netvs, re-
turns this anfwer :

¢ Celui qui met un frein 2 Ia fureur des flots,
 Scait auffi des méchans arreter les complots.
¢ Soumis avec refpeft i fa volonté {ainte,
¢ Je crains Dien, cher Abner, et n’ai point d’autre
crainte.”
* No. 117, s He
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L He who ruleth the raging of the fea knows alfo
“ how to check the defigns of the ungodly. I fub-
“ mit myfelf with reverence to his holy will. O

¢ Abner, I fear my God; and I fear none but
a“ hlm " -

Such a thought gives no lefs a fublimity to hu-
man nature than it does to good writing. This re-
ligious fear, when it is produced by juft apprehen-
fions of a divine power, naturally overlooks all hu-
man greatnefs that ftands in competition with it, and
extinguifhes every other terror that can fettle itfelf
in the heart of man: it leflens and contralts the fi-

. guré of the moft exalted perfon: it difarms the ty-
rant and executioner ; and reprefents to our minds the
moft enraged and the moft powerful as altogether
harmlefs and impetent.

There is no true fortitude which is not founded
upon this fear ; as there is no othér principle of fo
fettled and fixed a nature. Courage, that grows from
conftitution, very often forfakes a man when he has.
occafion for it ; and when it is only a kind of in-
ftin& in the foul, breaks out on all occafions with-
out judgment or diferetion. That courage which
proceeds from the fenfe of our duty, and from the
fear of offepding him that made us, alts always inan
uniform manner, and accerding to the dittates of
right reafon.

What can the man fear who takes care in all his
altions to pleafe a being that is omnipotent ? a being
who is able to cruth all his adverfaries ; a being that
can divert any misfortune from befalling him, or
turn any fuch misfortune to his advantage. The
perfon who lives with this conftant and habitual re-
gard to the great fuperintendant of the world, is in-
deed fure that no real evil can come into his lot,
Bleflings may appear under the fhape of pains, lofles,
and difappointments ; but let him have patience, and
he  will fee them in their proper figures. Dangers
may threaten him; but he may reft fatisfied that

Vor. IV. Gg they
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they will either not reach him, or that, if they do,
they will be the mﬁmments of good to him. In
thort, he may look upon all crofles and accidents,
infferings and afflictions, as means which are made
ufe of to bring him to happinefs. This'is even the
worft of that man’s condition whofe mind is poflefi-
ed with the habitual fear of which I am now fpeak-
ing. Bnt it very often happens, that thofe which
appear evils in our own eyes, appear alfo as fuch to
him who has human nature under his care; in which
cale they are certainly averted from the perfon who
has made himfelf by this virtue an obje& of divine
favour. Hiftories are fnll of infltances of this na-
ture, where men of virtue have had extraordinary
efcapes out of fuch dangers as have inclofed them,
and which have {eemed ineyitable.

There is no example of this kind in Pagan hiftory
which more pleafes me than that which 1s recorded
in the life of Timoleon. This extraordinary man
was famous for referring all his fuccefles to Provi-
dence. Cornélius Nepos acquaints us, that he had
in his houfe a private chapel, in which he ufed to
pay his devotions to the goddefs who reprefented
Providence among the Heathens. I think no man |
was ever more diftinguilhed by the deity whom he
blindly worfhipped than the great perfon I am
fpeaking of, in feveral occurrences of his life; but
particularly in the following one, which I fhall re-
late out of Plutarch.

Three perfons had entered into 2 confpiracy to af. .
fafinate Timoleon as he was offering up his devotions
in a certain temple. In order to it, they took their
{everal ftands in the moft convenient p'aces for their
purpofe. As they were waiting for an opportunity
to put their defign in- execution, a {tranger having
obferved one of the confpirators, fell upon him and
flew him. Upon which the other two, thinking
their plot had been difcovered, threw themfelves at
‘Timoleon’s feet and confefled the whole matter.
This ﬂr'mtrel, upon examination, was found to have

underftood
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underftood nothing of the intended affaflination ; but
having feveral years before had a brother killed by
the confpirator whom he here put to death, and hav-
ing till now fought in vain for an opportunity of re-
venge, he chanced to meet the murderer in the
temple, who had planted himfelf there for the above-
mentioned purpofe. Plutarch cannot forbear on this
occafion fpeaking with a kind of rapture on the
fchemes of Providence, which in this particular had
fo contrived it, that the ftranger fhould for fo great
a fpace of time be debarred the means of doing juitice
to his brother, until, by the fame blow that revenged
the death of one innocent man, he preferved the life
of another. ;

For my own part, I cannot wonder that a man of
Timoleon’s religion {hould have his intrepidity and
firmnefs of mind, or that he thould be diftingunifhed
by fuch a deliverance as I have here related.

Monday, July 27, 1713 *.

Largitor ingeni
Venter.
PERs. Prol. v. 10.

Witty want.
DRyYDEN.

I AM very well pleafed to find that my lion has
given fuch univerfal content to all that have feen
him. He has had a greater number of vifitants than
any of his brotherhood in the Tower. I this morn-
ing examined his maw, where, among much other
food, I found the following delicious morfels.

* No. 118, Gga Ts
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To NesTor Ironsipg, Efg.

¢ Mr. GUARDIAN,
I AM a daily perufer of your papers. I have
read over and over your difcourfe concerning
the tucker; as likewife your paper of Thurfday
the 16th inftant, in which you fay it is your in-
tention to keep a watchful eye over every part of
the female fex, and to regulate them from head to
foot. Now, Sir, being by profeflion 2 mantua-
maker, who am employed by the moft fathionable
ladies about town, I am admitted to them freely
at all hours; and feeing them both drefled and
undrefled, 1 think there is no perfon better quali-
fied than myfelf to ferve you, if your Honour
pleales, in the nature of a lionefs. Iam ip the
whole fecret of their fafhion ; and if you think fit
to entertain me in this charater, I will have a
conftant watch over them, and doubt not I fhall
fend you from time to time fuch private intelli-
gence as you will find of ufe to you in your future
papers.
¢ Sir, this being a new propofal, I hope yon will
not let me lofe the benefit of it ; but that you will
firft hear me roar before you treat with any body
elfe. As a fample of my-intended fervices, I give
you this timely notice of an improvement you
will fhortly fee in the expofing of the female cheft,
which, in defiance of your gravity, is going to be
uncovered yet more and more; fo that, to tell
you truly, Mr. Ironfide, I am in fome fear left
my profeflion fhould in a little time become
wholly unneeeffary. I muft here explain to you
a fmall covering, 1f I may call it fo, or rather an
ornament for the neck, which you have not yet
taken motice of. This confifts of a narrow lace,
or a {mall fkirt of fine ruflled linen, which runs
along the upper part of the flays before, and crofl-
es the breafts, without rifing to the fhouldérs;
and being as it were a part of the tucker yet kept
; g
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in ufe, is therefore by a particular name called the
modefly piece. Now, Sir, what I have to com-
municate to you at prefent, is, that at a late

meeting of the flripping ladies, in which were

prefent feveral eminent toafts and beauties, it was
refolved for the future to lay the modefty-piece
wholly afide. It is intended at the fame time to
lower the ftays confiderably before ; and nothing
but the unfettled weather has hindered this defign
from"being already put in execution. Some few
indeed objefted to this laft improvement, but
were over-ruled by the reft, who alleged it was
their intention, as they ingenioudly expreffed it,
to level their breaft-works entirely, and to truft to
no defence but their own virtue.
¢ T am, Sir,
¢t (if you pleafe) your {fecret fervant.
¢ LeoNizra FIcLEAF.”

¢ Dear SiR,
S by name and duty bound, I yeﬁerday
brought in a prey of paper for my patron’s
dmner but, by the forwardnefs of his paws, he
feemed ready to put it into his own mouth, which
does mot enough refemble its prototypes, whofe
throats are open fepulchres. I aflure you, Sir,
unlefs he gapes wider he will fooner be felt than
heard. Witnefs my hand,
: ¢ Jacgarr.”

“ To Nestor IroNsIDE, Efg.

‘ Sage NESTOR,
IONS being efteemed by naturalifts the moft
generous of beafts, the noble and majeftic
appearance they make in poetry, wherein they fo
often reprefent the hero himfelf, made me always
think that name very ill applied to a profligate fet
of men at prefent going about feeking whom to
devour. Aund though 1 cannot but acquiefce in
[ your
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your account of the derivation of that title ta
them, it is with great fatisfaltion I hear you are
about to reftore them to their former dignity, by
producing one of that fpecies fo public-fpirited as
to roar for reformation of manners. ¢ I will
roar,” (fays the Clown in Shakefpear), ¢ that it
will do any man’s heart good to hear me: I will
roar, that I will .make the Duke fay, Let him
roar again, let him roar again.” Such fuccefs and

{fuch applanfe I do not queftion but your Hon will

meet with ; whilft, like that of Sampfon, his

Atrength ﬂmll bring forth {weetnefs, and his en=

trails abound with honey.

“ At the fame time that I congratulate W1th the
republic of beafts ‘upon this honour done to theit
king, I muft condole with us poor mortals, who
by diftance of place are rendered incapable of pay-
ing our refpedts to him with the fame afliduity as
thofe who are ufhered into his prefence by the
difcreet Mr. Button. Upon this account, Mr,
Ironfide, I am become a fuitor to you to conftis
tute an out-riding lion ; or, if you pleafe, a jack-
all or two, to receive or remit our homage in 2
more particular manner than is hitherto provideds
As it is, our tenders of duty every now and then
mifcarry by the way ; at leaft the natural felf-love
that makes us nnwilling to think any thing that
comes from us worthy of contempt, inclines us to
believe fo. Methinks it were likewife neceflary
to fpecify by what means a prefent from a fair
hand may reach his brindled majefty, the place of
Lis refidence being very unfit for a lady’s perfonal
appearance. 1 am,

“ Your molt conflant reader and admirer,

« N.R»

¢ Pear NEsSTOR,
T i1s a well-known pro"erb in a certain part of
this kingdom, ¢ Love me, love my dog ;" and

I hope you will take it as-a mark of my refpl}:‘&
“ tox
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for your perfon that I here bring a bit for your
Lion.

What follows being fecret hiftory, it will be print-

ed in other papers ; wherein the lion will publifh his
private intelligence. :

“Wednefday, July 29, 1713 *.

. Nothing lovelier can be found
In woman than to ftudy houfehold good,
And good works in her hufband to promote.
MiiTow.

A bit for the lion.

“ SIR,
AS foon as you have fet up your unicorn, there
is no queftion but the ladies will make him
pulh very furioufly at the men ; for which reafon
I think it is good to be beforehand with them,
and make the lion roar aloud at female irregulari-
ties. Among thefe, I wonder how their gaming
has fo long efcaped your notice. You who con-
verfe with the fober family of the Lizards, are
perhaps a ftranger to thefe viragos. But what
would you fay, fhould you fee the Sparkler fhak-
ing her elbow for a whole night together,. and
thumping the table with a dice-box? Or how
would you like to hear the good widow lady her-
felf returning to her houfe at midnight, and alarm-
ing the whole ftreet with a moft enormous rap, af=
ter having fat up until that time at crimp or ombre?
—Sir, I am the hufband of one of thefe female
gameflers, and a great lofer by it both in my reft
and my pocket. As my wife reads your papers,
* No. 120. ¢ ome
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# one upon this fubjed might be of ufe both to her

¢ and =
: ¢ Your humble fervant,”

1 fhould ill deferve the name of Guardian, did ¥
not caution all my fair wards againft a pradtice,
which, when it runs to excefs, is the moft {hameful
but one that the female world can fall into. The ill
confequences of it are more than can be contained in
this paper. However, that I may proceed in me-

thod, I fhall confider them, firft, as they relate to

the mind ; fecondly, as they relate to the fody.
Could we look into the mind of a female game-
fter, we (hould fee it full of nothing but trumps and
mattadores. Her flumbers are haunted with kings,
gueens and knaves. The day lies heavy upon her

1ill the play feafon returns; when for  half a dozen

hours together, all her faculties are employed in
fhuffling, cutting, dealing and forting out a pack of
cards ; and no ideas to be difcovered in a foul which
calls itfelf rational, excepting little fquare figures of
painted and fpotted paper. Was the underﬁandmg,
that divine part in dur compofition, given for fuch
an ufe? Is it thus that we improve the greateft talent
human nature is endowed with? What would a fu-
perior being think, were he fhewn this intellectual
faculty in a female gamefter, and at the fame time
told, that it was by this the was diftinguithed from
brutes, and allied to angels?

When our women thus fill their imaginations with
pips and counters, I cannot wonder at the ftory 1 have
lately heard of a new born child that was marked with
the five of clubs. :

Their pafions {uffer no lefs by this praétice than
their uuderftandings and imaginations. What hope
and fear, joy and anger, forrow and difcontent break
out all at once in a fair aflembly, upon fo noble an
occafion as that of turning up a card? Who can
confider without a fecret indignation, that all thofe
affections of the mind which fhould be confecrated to
their children, hufbands and parents, are thus vilely

proftituted

TSI T

[
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proftituted and thrown away upon a hand at Loo?
For my own part, 1 cannot but be grieved when I
fee a fine woman fretting and bleeding inwardly from
fuch trivial motives ; when I behold the face of an
angel agitated and difcompofed by the heart of a fur ]{ ;

Ourminds are of fuch a make, that they natura
yive themfelves up to every diverfion which they are
much accuftomed to ; and we always find, that play,
when followed with afliduity, engrofies the whole wo-
man. She quickly grows uneafy in her own family,
takes but little pleafure in all the domeftic innocent
endearments of life, and grows more fond of Pam than
of her hulband. My friend Theophaftrus, the beit of
hufbands and of fathers, has often complained to me,
with tears in his eyes, of the late hours he is forced to
keepif he would enjoy his wife’s converfation. ¢ When
¢¢ fhe returns to me with joy in her face, it does not
¢ arife,” fays he,  from'the fight of her hufband,
 bnt from: the good luck fhe has had at cards. On
¢ the contrary,” fays he, ‘¢ if fhe has been a lofer,
“ I am doubly a fufferer by it. She comes home
“ out of humour, is angry with every body, dif-
£ plcafed with all I can do or fay; and in reality
¢ for no other reafon but becaufe fhe has been throw=
¢ ing away my eftate.” What charming bedfel-
lows and companions for life are men likely to meet
with, that choofe their wives out of fuch women of
vogue and gathion! What a race of worthies, what
patriots, what heroes muit we expett from mothers
of this make !

I come, in the next place; to confider the ill con-
fequences which gaming has on the bodies of our fe-
male adventurers. It is fo ordered that almoft every
thing which corrupts the foul decays the body. The
beauties of the face and mind are generally deftroyed
by the fame means. This confiderition fhould have
a particular weight with the female world, who were
defigned to pleale the eye and attralt the regards of
the other half of the {pecies. Now, there is nothing
that wears out a fine face like the vigils of the card-

“Vou. IV. Hh table,
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table, and thofe catting paffions which naturally attend
them. Hollow eyes, haggard looks, and pale com-~
plexions, are the natural indications of a female game-
fter. . Her morning-fleeps are not able to repair her
midnight-watchings. 1 have knownawomancarried off
half dead from bailette ; and have many a time grieved
to fee a perfon of quahty gliding by me in her chair
at two @’clock in . the moming, and looking like a
fpettre amidft a glare of flambeaux. Infhort, I never
knew a thorongh—-paced female gamefter hold her
beauty two winters together.

But there is ftill another cafe, in which the body
is more endangered than in the former. All play-
debts mudt be paid in {pecie, or by an equivalent.
The man that plays beyond his income, pawns his
eftate ; the woman muft find out fomethiug ‘elfe to
mortgage when her pin-money is gone. The huf-
band has his lands te difpofe of, the wife her perfon.
Now, when the female body is once dipped, if the
creditor be very importunate, I leave my reader to
confider the confequences

Thurfday, July 30, 1712*%.

Hine exaudiri gem:tm, iraque leonum.
Vire, Ain. 4, ver. 15

Hence to our ear the roar of lions came.

‘Roarings of the Lion.
“ Old NESTOR,

VER fince the firft notice you gave of the

“ ereftion of that ufeful monument of. yours
¢ in Button’s coffee-houfe, I have had a refllefs
¢ ambition to imitate the renowned London prentice,
© * No. 121. % and
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and boldly venture my hand down the throat of
your lion. The fubjeé of this letter is a relation
of a club whereof 1T am a tiember, and which has
made a confiderable noife of late; I mean the filent
club. The year of our inflitution is 1694 ; the
number of members twelve; and the place of our
meeting is Dumb’s Alley in Holborn. We look
upon ourfelves as the relics' of the old Pythago-
reans; and have this maxim. in common with
them, which is the foundation of our defign, That
talking: fpoils company. The prefident of our fo-
ciety is one who was born deaf and dumb; and'
owes that blefling ‘to nature, which in the reft of
us: is owing to induftry alone. 1 find, upon en-
quiry, that the greater part of us are married men,
and fuch whole wives are remarkably loud at
home.  Hither we fly for refuge; and enjoy
at once the two greateft and moft valuable blefs-
ings, company and retirement. . When that emi:
nent relation of yours, the Speétator, publith-
ed his weekly papers, and gave us that remark-
able acceunt of his filence (for you muft know,
though we do not read, yet we infpeét all fuch
ufeful effays), we feemed unanimous to invite
him to partake ourfecrecy. But it was unluck-
ily objedted, that he had jult then publithed a
difcourfe jof his at his own'club, and had not
arrived to that happy ina&ivity of the ‘tongue,
which we expeéted from a man of his underfland-
ing. You will wonder perhaps, how we ma-
naged this debate; but it will be eafily accounted
for, when I tell youn, that ourfingers are as nimble;
and as” mfallible interpreters of our thoughts as
other men’s tongues are. Yet even this mechanic
eloquence is only allowed upon the weightieft oc-
cafions, We admire the wife inflitutions of the
Turks, and other eaftern nations, where all com-
mands are performed by officious mutes ; and we
wonder that the polite courts of Chriftendom fhould

¢ come fo far fhort of the majelty’ of Barbarians.

Hh 2 ¢« Ben
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Ben Johnfon has gained an eternal reputation a<
mong us by his play called The filent wvoman. Eve-
ry member here is another Morgfe while the club
is fitting'; but at home may talk as much and as
faft as his family-occafions require, without breach
of ftatute. The advantages we.find from this
quaker-like affembly are many. We confider
that the underftanding of man is liable to miftakes,
and his will fond of contradiftions; that difputes
which are of no weight in themfelvas, are often
very confiderable in their: effefts. . The difufe’ of
the tongue is the only effe@ual remedy againft
thefe. All party-concerns;' all private  feandal,
all infults over another man’s weaker reafons,
muft there be loft, where no difputes arife. An-
other advantage which follows from the firft (and
which is very rarely to be met with), is, that we
are all upon the fame level in converfation. A
wag of my acpuaintance ufed to add a third, wviz.
that if ever we do debate, we are fure to have
all our arguments at our finger-ends. Of all Lon-
ginus’s remarks; we are moft enamoured with that
excellent paflage, where he mentions Ajax’sfilence
as one of the nobleft inftances of the fublime; and (if
you will allow me to be free with a namefake of
yours) I fhould think, that the everlafting frory-tel-
ler Neftor, had he been likened to the afs inftead of
our hero, he had fuffered lefs by the comparifon.

¢¢ 1 have already deferibed the praétice and fenti~
ments of this fociety ; and fhall but barely men-
tion the report of the neighbourhood, that we
are not only as mute as fithes, but that we drink
like fifhes too ; that we are like the Welchman’s
owl ; though we do not fing, we pay it off with
thinking. =~ Others take us for an aflembly of dif-
affeted perfons; nay, their zeal to the ‘govern-
ment has carried them fo far as to fend laft week
a party of conftables to furprife us. You may
eafily imagine how exaltly we reprefented the

¢ Roman fenators of old, fitting with majeftic filence,

“ and
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and undaunted at the approach of an army of Ganls.
1f you approve of onr undertaking, you need not
declare it to the world 3 your filence fhall'be inter-
preted as confent given to the honourable body of
mutes, and in particular to

“ Your humble fervant,

¢ Nep Mowm.

¢ P. §. We have had but one word {poken fince
the foundation ; for which the member was ex-

pelled by the old Roman cuftom of bending back
the thumb, He had jult received the news of the

- battle of Hockftet, and being too impatient to

commuuicate his joy, was unfortunately betrayed
into a lapfus lingue.  We afted on the principles
of the Roman Manlius ; and though we approved
of the caufe of his error as juft, we condemned
the effeét as a manifeft violation of his duty.

I never could have thought a dumb man would

have roared fo well out of my lion’s mouth. My
next pretty correfpondent, like Shakefpear’s lion
in Pyramus and Thxibe, roars as it were any night-
ingale.

(13

E L

¢ My, IRONSIDE, July 28. 1713.

WAS afraid at firft you were only in jeft, and
had a mind to expofe our nakednefs for the
diverfion of the town; but fince I fee that you
are in good earneft, and have infallibility of your
fide, 1 cannot forbear returning my thanks to
you for the care you take of us, having a friend
who has promifed me to give my letters to the
lion, till we can communicate our thoughts to you

‘through our own proper vehicle. Now you muft

know, Dear Sir, that if you don’t take care to
fupprefs this exorbitant growth of the female cheft,
all that is left of my walte muft inevitably perifh.

¢ Tt
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inches, by what I have already made over to my
neck. But if the firipping defign mentioned by
Mrs. Figleaf yefterday fhould take effeét, Sir, 1
dread to think what it ‘will come to. In fhort,
there is no help for it; my girdle and all muit go.
This is the naked truth of the matter. Have pity
on me then, my dear Guardian, and preferve me
from being fo inhumanly expofed. I do affure
you, that I follow your precepts as much as a
young woman can, who will live in the world
without being laughed at. I have no hooped pet-
ticoat, and when I am a matron will wear broad
tuckers whether you fuceceed or no. If the flying
project takes, T intend to be the Igft in wings;
being refolved in every thing to behave myfelf as
becomes

¢ Your moft obedient ward.”

' Tuefday, July 28, 1713 *

—— Poetarum veniet manus auxilio gue

Sit mshz

Hor Sat., 4. lib. 1. ver. 141..

A band of poets to my aid Ill call, _
Y ' CREECH.

HERE is nothing which more fhews the want
of tafte and difcernment in a writer than the

decrying of any author in grofs, efpecially of an
aauthor who has been the admiration of multitudes,
and that too in feveral ages of the world. This,
however, is the general practice of all illiterate and
undiftinguithing critics. Becaufe Homer, and Virgil,
and Sophocles, have been commended by the learned

* No. 119. of
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of all times ; every fcribbler who has no relifh of their
beauties, gives himfelf an air of rapture when he
fpeaks of them. But as he praifes thefe ke knows
not why, there are others whom he depreciates with
the fame vehemence, and upon the fame account. We
may fee after what a different manner Strada pro-
ceeds in his judgment on the Latin poets; for I intend
to publifh in thas paper a continuation of that pro-
fufion which was the fubje@t of the laft Thurfday.
1 fhall therefore give my reader a fhort account in
profe of every poem which was produced in the
learned aflembly there deferibed ; and if he is tho-
roughly converfant in the works of thofe ancient
authors, he will fee with how much judgment every
fubjeét is adapted to the poet who makes ufe of it,
.and with how much delicacy every particular poet’s
way of writing is charaerifed in the cenfure that is
pafled upon it. Lucan’s reprefentative was the firft
who recited before that auguft aflembly. As Lucan
was a Spaniard, his poem does honour to that nation;
which at the fame time makes the romantic bravery
in the hero of it more probable..

Alphonfo was the governourof a town invefted by
the Moors. During the blockade they made his only
fon their priféner, whom they brought before the
walls and expofed to his father’s fight, threatening
to put him to death if he did not immediately give
up the town.  The father tells them; if he had an
hundred fons, he would rather fee them all perith
than do an ill adtion, or betray his country. ¢ But,”
fays he, *“if you take a pleafure in defiroying the
L innocenr-, you may de it if you pleafe: behold a
% fword for your purpofe.”” Upon which he threw
his fword from the wall, returned to his palace, and
was able at fuch a junélure to fit down to the repaft
which was prepared for him. He was foon raifed by
the fhouts of the enemy and the cries of the befieg-
ed. Upon returning again to the walls, he faw his
fon lying in the pangs of death; but, far from be- |
traying any weaknefs at fuch a fpe@acle, he upbraids

hisz
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his friends for their forrow, and returns to finith hig
repaft.

Pﬁpon the recital of this ftory, which is exqmﬁtely‘
drawn up in Lucan’s {pirit and language, the whole
affembly declared their opinion of Lucan in a confuf-
ed murmur, The poem was praifed or cenfured ac<
cording to the prejudices which every one had con-
ceived in favour or difadvantage of the author
Thefe were fo very great, that fome had placed him
in their opinions above the higheft, and others be-
neath the loweft of the Latin poets. Moft of them
however agreed that Lucan’s genius was wonderful-
ly great, butat the fame time too haughty and head-
ftrong to be governed by art; and that his ftyle was
like his genius, learned, bold and lively, but withal
too tragical and bluftering 5 in a word, that he chofe
rather a great ‘than a jufl reputation: to which
they added, that he was the firft of the Latin poets
who deviated from the purity of the Roman lan=
guage.:

- The reprefentative of Lucretjus told the affembly,
that they fhould foon be fenfible of the difference be-
tween a poet who was ‘a native of Rome, and a
ftranger who had been adopted into it: after which
he entered upon his fubjeét, which I find exhibited
to my hand in a fpeculation of one of my predecef~
{ors.

Strada, in the perfon of Lucretius, gives an ac-
count of a chimerical correfpondence between two
friends, by the help of a certain loadftone, which had,
fuch a wvirtue in it, that if it touched two feveral
needles, when one of the needles fo touched began to
movée, the other, though at never fo great a diftance,
moved at the fame time, and in the fame manner.
He tels us, that the two fiiends, being each of them
poffeffed of one of thefe needles, made a kind of dial-
plate, inferibing 1t with the four and twenty letters,
in the fame manner as the hours of the day are
marked, upon the ordinary dial-plate. Then they
#xed one of the needles on each of thefe plates, in

{uch
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fuch a manner that it could move round without im-
pediment, fo as to touch any of the four and twenty
letters. Upon ‘their feparating from one another
into diftant countries, they agreed to withdraw them-

- felves punGtually into their clofets at a certain hour
of the day, and to converfe with one another by
means of this their invention. Accordingly, when
they were fome hundred miles afunder, each of them
ihut himfelf up in his clofet at the time appointed,
and immediately caft his eyes upon his dial-plate. If
he had a mind to write any thing to his friend, he
direfted his needle to every letter that formed the
words which he had occafion for, making a little
paufe at the end of every word or fentence to avoid
confufion. The friend n the méan while faw his
own fympathetic needle. moving of itfelf to every
letter which that of his correfpondent pointed at.
By this means they talked together acrofs a awhole
continent, and conveyed their thoughts to one ano~
ther in an inflant over cities or mountains, feas or
deferts,

The whole audience were pleafed with the artlﬁce
of the poet who reprefented Luecretius, obferving
very well how he had laid afleep their attention to
the fimplicity of his ftyle in fome verfes, and to the
want of harmony in others, by fixing their minds to
the novelty of his fubjett, and to the experiment
which he related. Without fuch an artifice they
were of opinion, that nothing would have founded
more harfh than Lucretius’s dition and numbers ;
but it was plain that the more learned part of the
affembly were quite of another mind. Thefe allow-
ed, that it was peculiar to Lucretius above all other
poets, to be always doing or teaching fomething ;
that no other ftyle was fo proper to teach in, or gave
a greater pleafure to thofe who had a true relifh for
the Roman tongue. They added farther, that if Lu-
cretius had not been embarrafled with the difficulty
of his matter, and a littlé led away by an affeftation

Vor. IV. Ii of
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of antiquity, there could not have been any thing
more perfect than his poem.

Claudian fucceeded Lucretius, having chofe:n for
his fubje® the famous conteft between the nightin-
gale and the lutanift, which every one is acquainted
with, efpecially fince Mr. Philips has fo finely im«
pmved that hint in one of his paftorals.

He had no fooner finifhed but the aflembly rung
with acclamations made in his praife. His firft beau-
ty, which every one owned, was the great clearnefs
and perfpicuity which appeared in the plan of his
poem.  Others were wonderfully charmed with the
fmoothnefs of his verfe, and the flowing of his num-
bers; in which there were none of thofe elifions
and cuttings off fo frequent in the works of other
poets. There were feveral however of a more re-
fined judgment, who ridiculed that infufion of foreign
phrafes with which he had corrupted the Latin
tongue, and {poke with contempt of the equability of
his numbers, that cloyed and fatiated the ear for
want of variety ; to which they likewife added g
frequent and unfeafonable affeGtation of appearing
fonorous and fublime.

The fequel of this prolufion fhall be the work of
another day.
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Friday, July 31, 1713 %,

Nec magis expreffi vultus per abenea figna.
Hogr. Ep. i. 1. 2. v: 248.

IMITATED.

Not with fuch majefty, fuch bold relief,

The forms auguft, of king or conqu’ring chief,
‘E’er fwell’d on marble.
' PorE.

THAT I may get out of debt with the public as
faft as I can, I fhall here give them the re-
maining part of Strada’s criticifm on the Latin heroie
_poets. My readers may fee the whole work in the
three papers numbered 115, 119, 122. Thofe who
are acquainted with the authors themfeives cannot
but be pleafed to fee them fo juitly reprefented ; and
~as for thofe who have never perufed the originals,
they may form a judgment of them from fuch accu-
rate and entertaining copies. The whole piece will
thew at leaft how a man of genius (and none elfe
fhould call himfelf a critic) can make the drieft art a
pleafing amufement.

The fequel of Strada’s prolufion.

The poet who perfonated Ovid gives an account
of the chryfo-magnet, or of the loadftone which at-
tafls gold after the fame manner as the common
loadftone attraéts iron. The author, that he might
exprefs Ovid’s way of thinking, derives this virtue
to the chryfo-magnet from a poetical metamorphofis.

“ As 1 was fitting by a well (fays he) when I
 was a boy, my ring dropped into it ; when im-

* No. 122, Iiz ¢ mediately
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mediately my father faftening a certain ftone tor
the end of a line, let it down into the well. It nd
fooner touched the furface of the water but the
ring legpt up from the bottom, and clung to it in
fuch a manner, that he drew it out like a filh. My
father feeing me wonder at the experiment, gave
me the following account of it,. When Deuncalion
and Pyrrha went about the world to repair man-
kind by throwing ftones over their heads, the
men who rofe frem them differed in their incli-
nations according to the places on which the ftones
fell. Thofe which fell on the fields became
ploughmen and fhepherds. . Thofe which fell into
the water produced failors and filhermen., Thofe
that fell amang the woods and forefts gave birth
to huntfmen. Among the reft there were feveral

 that fell upon mountains that had mines of gold

and filver in them. This laft race of men imme-
diately betook themfelves to the fearch of thefe
precious metals ; but Nature being difpleafed to:
fee herfelf ranfacked, withdrew thefe her treafures
towards the centre of the earth.. The avarice of
man however perfifted in its former purfuits,
and ranfacked her inmoft bowels in queft of the
riches which they contained. Nature feeing her-
felf thus plundered by a fwarm of miners, was fo
highly incenfed, that fhe fhook the whole place
with an earthquake, and buried the men under
their own works. The Stygian flames, which lay
in the neighbourhood of thefe deep mines, broke
out at the fame time with great fury, burning up
the whole mafs of human limbs and earth, till
they were hardened and baked into flone. The
human bodies that were delving in iron mines
were converted into thofe common loadftones
which attraét that metal: Thofe which were in

* fearch of gold became chryfo-magnets, and ftill

ok
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keep their former avarice in their prefent ftate of
petrefaction.”

Ovid:
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. Ovid had no. fooner given over fpeaking, but the
aflfembly pronounced their opinions of him. Several
were fo taken with his ealy way of writing, and had
fo formed their taftes upon it, that they had no re-
lith for any compefition which was not framed in the
Ovidian manngr. A great many, however, were of
a contrary opinion ; till at length it was determined
by a plurality of voices, that Ovid highly deferved
the name of a witty man, but that his language was
valgar and trivial, and of the nature of thofe things
which coft no.labour in the invention, but are ready
found out to a man’s hand, In the laft place, they
all agreed that the greateft objection which lay againit
Owid, both as to his life and writings, was his hav,
ing too much wit ; and that he would have {ucceed-
ed better in both had he rather checked than indulg-
ed it. Statius flood up next, with a fwelling and
haughty air, and made the following ftory the fub-
ject of his poem.

“ A German and a Portuguefe, when Vienna was
befieged, having had frequent contefts of rivalry,
“ were preparing for a fingle duel, when on 2
“ fudden the walls were attacked by the enemy.
« Upon this, both the German and Portuguefe con-
¢ fented to facrifice their private refentments to the
“ public, and to fee who could fignalize himfelf
“ mofl upon the common foe. Each of them did
“ wonders in repelling the enemy from different
« parts of the wall. The German was at length
¢ engaged amidft a whole army of Turks, till his
¢ left arm that held the fhield was unfortunately
¢ lopped off, and he himfelf {o {tunned with a blow
¢ he had received, that he fell down as dead. The
¢ Portuguefe fecing the condition of his rival, very
¢ generoufly flew to his fuccour, difperfed the mul-
¢ titude that were gathered about him, and fought
¢ over him as he lay upon the ground. In the
¢ mean while the German recovered from his trance,
“ and rofe up to the affiftance of the Portuguele ;
“ who a little after had his right arm, which held

& his
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¢ his fword, cut off by the blow of a fabre. Hé
“ would have loft his life at the fame time by a
¢ {pear which was aimed at his back, had not the
¢ German flain the perfon who was aiming at him.
“ Thefe two competitors for fame having received
“ fuch mutual obligations, now fought in ' conjunc-
“ tion ; and as the one was only able to manage the
¢ {word, and the other a fhield, made up but one
¢ warrior betwixt them. The Portuguefe covered
¢ the German, while the German dealt deftruétion
“ upon the enemy. At length finding themfelves
¢ faint with lofs of blood, and refolving to perith
“ nobly, they advanced to the moft fhattered part
% of the wall, and threw themfelves down, with a
* huge fragment of it, npon the heads of the be-
¢ fiegers.”

When Statius ceafed, the old fa@ions immediately
broke out concerning his manner of writing. Somé
gave him very loud acclamations, fuch as he had re-
ceived in his lifetime, declaring him the only man
who had written in 2 ftyle which was truly heroical ;
and that he was above all others in his fame as well
as in his dition. Others cenfured him as one who
went beyond all bounds in his images and expref-
fions ; laughing at the cruelty of his conceptions, the
rambling of his numbers, and the dreadful pomp
and bombaft of his expreflions, There were, how-
ever, a few fele@t judges who moderated between
both thefe extremes, and pronounced upon Statius,
That there appeared in his ftyle much poetical heat
and fire, but withal fo much fmoke as fullied the
brightnefs of it; that there was a majefty in his
VUIe, but that it was the majefty rather of a tyrant
than of a king ; that he was often towering among
the clouds, but often met with the fate of Icarus:
in a word, that Statius was among the poets what
Alexander the Great is among heroes, a man of
great virtues and of great faults.

Virgil was the laft of the ancient poets who pro-
dueed himfelf upon this occafion. His fubje& was

the
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the ftory of Theutilla, which being fo near that of
Judith 1in all its circumftances, and at the fame time
tranflated by a very ingenious gentleman in one of
Mr. Dryden’s mifcellanies, T fhall here give no far-
ther account of it. When he had done, the whole
affembly declared the works of this great poet a fub-
je& rather for their admiration than their applaufe ;
and that if any thing was wanting in Virgil’s poetry,
it was to be afcribed to a deficiency in the art itfelf,
and not in the genius of this great man. There
were, however, fome envious murmurs and detrac-
tions heard among the crowd, as if there were very
frequently verfes in him which flagged or wanted
{pirit, and were rather to he looked upon as faultlefs
than beautiful. But thefe injudicious cenfures were
heard with a general indignation.

I need not obferve to my learned reader, that the
foregoing [tory of the German and Portuguefe is al-
moft the fame in every particular with that of the
two rival foldiers in Czefar’s commentaries. This pro-
lufion ends with the performance of an Italian poet,
full of thofe little witticifms and conceits which have
infeéted the greateft part of modern poetry.
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' Saturday, Augult 1, 1713%

s ic murus abeneus ¢fto,

- Nil:confeire fibi s » 2Edn
e al Hor. Ep. 1. L 1./ver. 6o

«2kx105 facie - ImiTATED.

. True confcious honour is to feel no fin;
He’s arm’d without that’s innocent within: |
Be this thy fkreen, and this thy wall of brafs.
A - POPE,

7 HERE are a fort of knight-errants in the
- M. -world, who, quite contrary to thofe. in ro-
manee, are perpetually feeking adventures' to bring
virginginto diftrefs, and to ruin innocence. When
men of rank and figure pafs away their lives in thefe
criminal purfuits and practices, they ought to con-
fider, that they render themfclyes more vile and de-
fpicable than any innocent man can be, whatever
low flation his fortune or birth have placed him in.
Title and anceftry render a good man more illuftri-
ous, but an ill one more contemptible,

Thy father’s merits fets thee up to view,

And plants thee in the faireft point of light,

To make thy virtues or thy faults confpicuous,
Caro,

T have often wondered that thefe \deflowerers of
innocence, though dead to all the fentimentsof vir-
tue and honour, are not refirained by compaflion and
humanity. To bring forrow, confufion and infamy
into a family ; to wound the heart of a tender pa-
rent, and ftain the life of a poor deluded young wo-
man with a difhonour that can never be wiped off;

* No. 123, are
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are circumftances, one would think, fufficient to check
the moft violent paflion in a heart which has the
leaft tin&ure of pity and good-nature. Would any
one purchafe the gratification of a moment at fo dear
a rate, and entail a lafting mifery on others for fuch
a tranfient fatisfaltion to himfelf; nay for a fatisfac-
tion that is fure at fome time or other to be fol-
lowed with remorfe? I am led to this fubjeét by
two letters that came lately to my hands. Thelaft
of them is, it feems, the copy of one fent by a mo-
ther to one who had abufed her daughter; and though
I cannot juftify her fentiments at the latter end of it,
they are fuch as might arife in a mind which had not
yet recovered its temper after fo great a provoca-
tion. I prefent the reader with it as I received it,
becaufe I think it gives a lively idea of the af-
flition which a fond parent fuffers on fuch an oc-
cafion,

“ 1w, bire, July 1713,
o HE other day I went into the houfe of one
8 of my tenants, whofe wife was formerly a

fervant in our family, and by my grandmother’s
¢ kindnefs had her education with my mother from
“ her infancy ; fo that fhe is of a fpirit and under-
¢ ftanding greatly fuperior to thofe of her own rank.
¢ T found the poor woman in, the utmoit diforder
“ of mind and attire, drowned in tears, and reduced
 to a condition that looked- rather like ftupidity
¢ than grief. She leaned upon her arm over a ta-.
¢ ble, on which lay a letter folded up and direfted
‘ to a certain nobleman very famous in our parts
¢« for low intrigue, or, in plainer words, for de-
“_ bauching country girls; in which number is the
¢¢_unfortunate daughter of my poor tenant, as I learn
¢ from the following lettter written by her mother.
¢ T have fent you here a copy of it, which, made
¢_public in your paper, may perhaps furnith ufeful
¢ _refletions to many men of figure and quality, who
Vor. 1V. Kk indulge
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indulge themfelves in z paffion which they poflefs -
but in common with the vileft part of mankind.””

¢ My Lorb,,
AST night I difcovered the injury you have
done to my daughter. Heaven knows how
long and piercing a torment that fhort-lived thame-
ful pleafure of yours muft bring upon me; upon
me, from whom you never received any offence.
This confideration alone fhould have deterred 2
noble mind from fo bafe and ungenerous an aét.
But alas ! what is all the grief that muft be my
fhare in comparifon of that with which you have
requited her by whom you have been obliged?
Lofs of good name, ahguith of heart, fhame and
infamy, are what muft inevitably fall upon her,
unlefs fhe gets over them by what is much worfe,
open impudence, profefled lewdnefs, and abandoned
proftitution. Thefe are the returns you have
made to her for putting in your power all her
livelihood and dependence, her virtue and reputa-
tion. . O my Lord! fhould my fon have praéifed
the like on one of your daughters I know
you fwell with indignation at the very mention of
1t, and would think he deferved a thoufand deaths
thould he make fuch an attempt upon the honour
of your family. ’Tis well, my Lord. And is
then the honour of your daughter, whom fill,
though it had been violated, you might have
maintained in plenty, and even luxury, of greater
moment to her than to my daughter hers, whofe
only fuftenance it was ? and muft my fon, void of
all the advantages of a generous education ; muft
he, I fay, confider; and may your Lordlhip be exX-
cufed from all reﬂc&lon ?  Eternal contumely at-
tend that guilty title which claims exemption
from thought, and arrogates to its wearers the pre-
rogative of brutes! Ever curfed be its falfe lnf-
tre, which could dazzle my poor daughter to her un-

oo domg‘ Was it for this that the exalted merits

¢ and
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and godlike virtues of your great anceftor were
honoured with a coronet, that it might be a pan~
der to his pofterity, and confer a privilege of dif-
honouring the innocent and defencelefs ? At this
rate the laws of rewards fhould be inverted; and
he who is generous and good fhould be made a
beggar and a flave, that induftry and honeft dili-
gence may keep his pofterity unfpotted, and pre-
ferve them from ruining wvirgins, and mak,mg
whole families unhappy. - Wretchednefs is now
become my everlafting portion ! Your crime, my
Lord, will draw perdition even upon my head. I
may not fue for forgivenefs of my own failings
and mifdeeds ; for I never can forgive yours ; but
fhall curfe you with my dying breath; and, at the
laft tremendous day, fhall hold forth in my arms
my much wronged child; and call aloud for ven
geance on her defiler. Under thefe prefent hor-
rors of mind, I could be content to be your chief
tormentor, ever paying you mock-reverence, and
founding in your ears, to your unutterable loath-
ing, the empty title which infpired you with pre-
fumption to tempt, and overawed my daughter
to comply.

“ Thus have I given fome vent to my forrow; nor
fear I to awaken you to repentance, fo that your
fin may be forgiven. The divine laws have been
broken ; but much injury, irreparable injury, has

“ been alfo done to me, and the juft judge will not

&

pardon that until I do.
¢ My Lord,

“ Your confcience will help you to my name,”

Kka
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%ud [fremat in tervis violentius ?
Juv. Sat. ¥iii. ver. 37.

What roar more dreadful in the world is heard?

More roarings of the Lion.

¢ Mr. GUARDIAN,
EFORE I proceed to make you my propo{-
fals, it will be neceflary to inform you, that
an uncommon ferm.lty m my countenance, toge—
ther with the remarkable flatnefs of my nofe and
extent of my mouth, have long fince procured me
the name of Zion in this our univerfity.
¢ The vaft emoluments that in all probability will
accrue to the public from the roarings of my new
erected likenefs at Button’s, hath made me defir-
ous of being as like him in that part of his charac-

* ter as I am in all parts of my perfon. Wherefore

I moft humbly propofe to you, that as it is im-
poflible for this one lion to roar either long e-
nough or loud enough againft all things that are
roar-worthy in thefe realms, you would appeint
him a fub-lion, as a prafeétus provincie, in every
county in Great Britain; and it is my requefl that
I may be inftituted his under-roarer in this uni-
verfity, town, and county of Cambridge, as my
refemblance does in fome meafure claim that I
{hould.

¢ I fhall follow my metropolitan’s example in
roaring only againft thofe enormities that are too
{light and trivial for the notice or.cenfures of our
magiftrates ; and fhall communicate my roarings
* 'No. 124  to

-



(14
€

1]
£

1

-

€
i
'3
i
(13
(13
13
1
i

From my denat

GUARDIAN. 263

to him monthly, or oftener if occafion requires,
to be inferted in your papers cum privilegio.

¢ T fhall not omit giving informations of the im-
provement or decay of punning, and may chance
to touch upon the rife and fall of tuckers ; but I
will roar aloud, and fpare not, to the terror of at
prefent a very flourifhing fociety of people called
loungers, gentlemen whofe obfervations are moft-
ly itinerant, and who think they have already too
much good fenfe of their own to be in need of
ftaying at home to read other people’s,

¢ T have, Sir, a raven that will ferve by way of
jackall to bring me in provifions, which I ihall

. ¢haw and prepare for the digeftion of my princis

pal; and 1 do hereby give notice to sll under my
jurifdi€tion, that whoever are willing to contrie
bute to this good defign, if they will affix their
information to the leg or neck of the aforefaid ra-
ven or jackall, they will be thankfully received
by their (but more particularly

Your) humble fervant,

collegein Cambridge, Lo the Second.

July 29.
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N. B. The raven won’t bite.

¢ Mr. IRONSIDE,
EARING that your unicorn is now in hand
and not queftioning but his horn will prove
a cor fmcopzce to you, I defire, that in order to in-
‘troduce it, you will confider the following pro~
pofal. :
“ My wife and I intend a differtation upon horns.
The province fhe has chofen is the planting of
them ; and T am to treat of their growth, improve-
ment, &c. The work is like to {fwell fo much
upon eur hands, that I am afraid we fhan’t be
able to bear the charge of printing it without a
fubfcription ; wherefore I hope you will invite the
“ city
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% city into it, and defire thofe who have any thing
‘ by them relating to that part of hatural hiftory to
% communicate it to,

i D L
Your humble fervant,
HumpaRY BINICORN.”-

® Sz, :

e I HUMBLY beg leave to drop 2 fong into your
= lion’s mouth, which will very truly make him
% roar like any nightingale. It has fallen into my
* hands by chance, and is a very fine imitation of
“ the works of many of our Englifh lyrics. It can-
¢ not but be highly acceptacle to all thofe who ad-
= mire the tranflations of Italian operas.

¥

Oh the charming month of May !
Oh the charming month of May !
When the breezes fan the treefes
Full of bloffoms frefh and gay———
Full, &e.

-

II.
Oh what joys our profpeéts yield !
Charming joys our profpeéts yield !
In a new livery when we {ee every
Bufh and meadow, tree and field
Bufh, &c, !

HI:

Oh how frefh the morning air !
Charming frefh the morning air !

‘When the zephyrs and the heifers

Their odorifereus breath eompare———

Their, &C.
G5
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IV

Oh how fine our evening-walk !
Charming fine our evening-walk !
When the nightingale delighting
With her fong fufpends our talk
With her, &ec.

Vi,

Oh how fweet at night to dream !
Charming fweet at night to dream !
On mofly pillows, by the trilloes

. Of a gentle purling ftream
Of 2 ere,

V.

Oh how kind the country lafs !

Charming kind the country lafs !

Who, her cow bilking, leaves her milking
For a green gown upon the grafs
For a, &ec.

VIIL

Oh how fweet it is to {py!
Charming fweet it is to py !

At the conclufion her confufion,
Blufhing cheeks and downcaft eye
Blufhing, &c.

VIII.

Oh the cooling curds and cream !

Charming cooling curds and cream !

When all is over, fhe gives her lover,

Who on her fkimming-difh carves her name we

Who, &c.
¢ Mr.
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« Mr. TRONSIDE, July 30.
HAVE always been very much pleafed with
the fight of thofe creatures, which being of a

foreign growth, are brought into our ifland for .

fhow. I may fay there has not been a tiger, leo-
pard, elephant or highgeen, for fome years paft
in this nation, but I have taken their particular
dimenfions, and am able to give a very good de~
feription of them. But I muft own I never had
a greater curiofity to vifit any ‘of thefe {trangers

than your lion. Accordingly I came yefterday to~

town, being able to wait no longer for fair wea-
ther, and made what hafte I could to Mr. But-
ton’s, who readily condu&ted me to his den of
ftate. He is really a creature of as noble a pre-

fence as I have feen ; he has grandeur and good

humour in his countenance, which command both
our love and refpeét ; his fhaggy main and whifk-
ers are peculiar graces. In fhort, I do not que-
ftion but he will prove a worthiy fupporter of the
Britith honour and virtae, efpecially when affifted
by the unicorn. You mutft think I would not wait
upon him withont 2 morfel to gain his favour, and
had provided what I hope would have pleafed, but
was unluckily prevented by the prefence of a bear,
which conftantly, as I approached with my pre-
fent, threw his eyes in my way, and ftared me
out of my refolution. I muft not forget to tell
you, my younger daughter and your ward is hard
at work about her tucker, having never from her
infancy laid afide the modefty-piece. I am,

Venerable NESTOR,
Your friend and fervant,

P.N

“ T was a little furprifed, having read fome of
your lion’s roarings, that a creature of fuch elo-
guence fhould want a tongue; but he has other
‘gualifications which make good that deﬁcu:ncy

A <~ 4 -
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Friday, Auguft 14, 1713 %,

Matrone preter faciem nil cernere poffis ;
Cetera, ni Catia eft, demiffa vefle tegentis.
Hor. Sat. 2. L. i. ver. 94.

In virtuous dames you fee their face alone :
None fhew the reft but women of the town.

Y lion having ‘given over roaring for fome

time, I find that feveral ftories have been

{pread abroad in the country to his difadvantage.
One of my correfpondents tells me it is confidently
reported of him, in their parts, that he is filenced
by authority : another informs me that he hears he
was fent for by a meflenger, who had orders to bring
him away with all his papers; and that upon ex-
amination he was found to contain feveral danger-
ous things in his maw. I muft not omit another re~
port which has been raifed by fuch as are enemies to
me and my lion; namely, that he is ftarved for want
of food, and that he has not had a good meal’s meat
for this fortnight. I do hereby declare thefe reports
to be altogether groundlefs ; and fince I am contra-
diting common fame, I muft likewife acquaint the
world, that the flory of a two hundred pound bank
bill being conveyed to me through the mouth of my
lion has no foundation of truth in it. The matter
of fa& is this: My lion has not roared for thefe
twelve days paft by reafon that his prompters have
put very ill words in his mouth, and fuch as he
could not utter with common honour and decen-
cy. Notwithftanding the admonitions I have given
my correfpondents, many of them have crammed
great quantities of fcandal down his throat; others
have choked him with lewdnefs and ribaldry. Some
Vor. IV. L1 of

* No. 134.
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of them have gorged him with fo much nonfenfe,
that they have made a very afs of him. On Mon-
day laft, upon examining, I found him an arrant
French Tory ; and the day after, a virulent Whig.
Some have been fo mifchievous as to make him fall
upon his keeper, and give me very reproachful lan-
guage ; but as I have promifed to reftrain him from
hurting any man’s reputation’; fo my reader may be
affured, that I myfelf fhall be the laft man whom I
will {uffer him to abufe.” However, that I may give
general fatisfation, I have a defign of converting 2
room in Mr. Button’s houfe to the lion’s library, in
which I intend to depofit the feveral packets of let-
ters and private intelligence which I do not commu-
nicate to the public. Thefe manuferipts will in time
be very valuable, and may afford good lights to fu-
ture hiftorians who fhall give an account of the pre-
fent age. In the mean while, as the lion is an ani-
mal which has a particular regard for chaftity, it has
been obferved, that mine has taken delight in roar-
ing very. vehemently againft the untuckered neck ;
and, as far as I can find by him, is ftill determined
to roar louder and louder, till that uregulanty be
thoroughly reformed.

¢ Good Mr. TRONSIDE,

MUST acquaint you, for your comfort, that
your lion is grown a kind of bu]l-beggar
among the women where I live. When my wife
comes home late from cards, or commits any other
-~ enormity, I whifper in her ear, partly between jeft
¢ and earneft, that I will tell the lion of her. Deat
Sir, do not let them alone till you have made them
put on their tuckers again. What can be a great-
¢ er fign that they themfelves are fenfible they have
¢ ftripped too far, than their pretending to call a
bit of linen, which will hardly cover a filver
groat, their modefty-piece? It is obferved, that
this modefty-piece {till finks lower and lower; and

¢ who knows where it will fix at laft ?
¢ “ You
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% ¥You muft know, Sir, I am a Turky merchant;
and I lived feveral years in a country where the
women fhew nothing but their eyes. Upon my
return to England, T was almoft out of counten-
ance to fee my pretty country-women laying
open their charms with {o much liberality, though
at that time many of them were concealed under
the modeft fhade of the tucker. I foon after mar-
ried a very fine woman, who always goes in the
extremity of the fafhion. I was pleafed to think,
as every married man muft be, that I fhould make
daily difcoveries in the dear creature, which were
unknown to the reft of the werld. But fince this
new airy fathion is come up, every one’s eye is
as familiar with her as mine; for I can pofitively
affirm, that her neck is grown eightinches within
thefe three years. ' And what makes me tremble
when I think of it, that pretty foot and ancle are
now expofed to the fight of the whole world, which
made my very heart dance within ‘me when I
firft found myfelf their proprietor. As in all ap-
pearance the curtain is ftill rifing, I find a parcel
of rafcally young fellows in the neighbourhood
are in hopes to be prefented with fome new fcene
every day. '
¢ Infhort, Sir, the tables are now .quite turned
upon me. Inftead of being acquainted with ' her
perfon more than other men, I have now the leaft
thare of it.  'When fhe is at home, fthe is conti-
nually muffled up, and concealed in mobs, morn-
ing gowns, and handkerchiefs ; but firips every
afternoon to appear in public. For.ought T can
find, when fhe has thrown afide half her cloaths,
fhe begins to think herfelf half dreffed. Now,
Sir, if I may prefume to fay fo, you have been
in the wrong to think of reforming this fafhion,
by fhewing the immodefty of it. If you expe&
to make female profelytes, you muft convince
them, that if they would get hufbands, they muft
Lla © % not
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s« pot fhew all before marriage. I am fure, had my
« wife been drefled before I married her, as fhe is
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at prefent, fhe would have fatisfied a good half of
my curiofity. Many a man has been hindered
from laying out his money on a fhow, by feeing
the principal figure of it hung out before the door.
1 have often obferved a curious paffenger fo atten-
tive to thefe objeéts, which he could fee for no-
thing, that he took no notice of the mafter of the
thow, who was continually crying out, ¢ Pray,
Gentlemen, walk in.?

¢ 1 have told you at the beginning of this letter,
how Mahomet’s fhe~difciples are obliged to cover
themfelves. You have lately informed us from
the foreign newspapers, of the regulations which
the Pope is now making amongft the Roman la-
dies in this particular; and I hope our Britith
dames, notwithftanding they have the fineft fkins
in the world, will be content to thew no more of
them than what belongs to the face and to the
neck, properly fpeaking. Their being fair is no
excufe for their being naked.

¢ You know, Sir, that in the beginning of the

“laft century there was a fet of men amongft us who

called themfelves Adamites, and appeared in pub-
lic without cloaths. This herefy may fpring up
in the other fex, if you do not put a timely flop
to it; there being fo many in all public places,
who thew fo great an inclination to be Ewites.

T am, Sir, &e.
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Saturday, Auguft 15, 1713%.

Mea

Virtute me tnvolvo

Hog. Od. 29. 1. 3. ver. §4.

~——Virtue, tho’ in rags, will keep me warm.
. DrYDEN.

GOOD confcience is to the foul what health is
to the body ; it preferves a conftant eafe and
ferenity within us, and more than countervails all
the calamities and aflikions which can poffibly befal
us: I know nothing fo hard for a generous mind to
get over as calumny and reproach ; and cannot find
any method of quieting the foul under them, befides
this fingle one, of our being confeious to ourfelves
that we do not deferve them.

I have been always mightily pleafed with that
paffage in Don Quixote, where the fantaftical knight
is reprefented as loading a gentleman of good fenfe
with praifes and eulogiums. Upon which the gentle-
man makes this refletion to himfelf. ¢ How grate-
¢ ful is praife to human nature! I cannot forbear
¢ being fecretly pleafed with the commendations I re-
‘ ceive, though I am {enfible it is 2 madman that be-
¢ flows them on me.” In the fame manner, though
we are often fure that the cenfures which are pafled

“upon us are uttered by thofe who know mnothing of
us, and have neither means nor abilities to form a
right judgment of us, we cannot forbear being
grieved at what they fay.

In order to heal this infirmity, which is fo nataral
to the beft and wifeft of men, I have taken a parti-
cular pleafure in obferving the condué of the old

* No, 135, philofophers,
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philofophers, how they bore themfelves up agamnft
the malice and detraftion of their enemies.

% The way to filence calumny,” fays Bias, * is
 to be always exercifed in fuch things asare praife-
¢ worthy.”  Socrates, after having received fen-
tence, told his friends, that he had always accuftom-
ed himfelf to regard truth, and not cenfure; and
that he was not troubled at his condemnation, be-
caufe he knew himfelf free from guilt. It was in
the fame {pirit that he heard the accufations of his
two great adverfaries, who had uttered againft him
the moft virulent reproaches. ¢ Anytus and Me-
litus,” fays he, “ may procure {entence againit me ;
¢ but they cannot hurt me.””  This divine philofo-
pher was fo well fortified in his own innocence, that
he negleéted all the impotence of evil tongues which
were engaged in his deftru@ion. - This was properly
the fupport of a good  confeignee, that contradiéted
the reports which had been fraifed againit -hi-m, and
cleared him tp himfelf,

Others of the philofophers, rather choofe to. retort
the injury by a fmart reply, than thus to difarm it
with refped to themfelves. They fhew that it ftung
them, though at:the fame time they had the addrels
to make their aggreflors foffer with- them. Of this
kind was Ariftotle’s reply to one who purfued him
with long and bitter inveftives. ¢ You,” fays he,
* who are ufed to {uffer reproaches, utter them with'
¢ delight; I who have not been ufed to utter them,
¢ take no pleafure in hearing them.” Diogenes was
fill more {evere on one who {poke ill ofhim; % No=
¢ body will believe you when you {peak ill of me,
“ any more than they would - believe :me -fhould I
¢ fpeak well of you.”

. Ia thele and many other inftances.I could pmdul:e,
the bitternefs of the anfwer fufficiently” teftifies the
uneafinels of mind the perfon was under who made
it. I would rather advife my reader, if he has not
in this cafle the fecret confolation that he deferves no
fuch reproaches as are caft upon him, to follow the

advicg
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advice of Epi&tetus. ¢ If any one fpeaks ill of thee,

¢ confider whether he has truth on his fide; and if
¢ fo, reform thyfelf, that his cenfures may not af-
¢ folt thees”” When Anaximander was told, that
“the very boys laughed at his finging ; ¢ Ay,” fays
he, ¢ then I muft learn to fing better.”” But of all
the fayings of the philofophers which I have gather-
ed together for my own ufe on this occafion, there
are none' which carry in them more candour and
good fenfe than the two following ones of Plato.
Being told that he had many enemies who {poke ill
of him: * *Tis no matter,” faid he’; * I willlivefo
¢ that none fhall believe them.” Hearing at another
time, that an intimate friend of his had {poken de-
tradtingly of him: ¢ I am fure he would not do it,”
fays he, * if he had not fome reafon for it.”» This
is the fureft as well as the nobleft way of drawing
the fting out of a reproach, and a true method of
preparing a man for that great and only relief againft
the pains of calumny, a good confrience.

I defigned in this eflay, to thew that there is no
happinefs wanting to him who is poffefled of this
excellent frame of mind, and that no perfon can be
miferable who is in the enjoyment of it: but I find
this fubjeét {o well treated in one of Dr. South’s fer-
mons, that I fhall il this Saturday’s paper with a
paflage of it, which cannot but make the inan’s
heart burn within him, who reads it with due at-
tention.

That admirable author having fhewn the virtue
of a good confcience in fupporting a man under
the greateft trials and difficulties of life, concludes
with reprefenting its force and eflicacy in the honr
of death.
¢ The third and laft inftance, in which, above all
others, this confidence towards God does moft emi-
nently thew and exert itfelf, is at the time of death;
which furely gives the grand opportunity of try-

ing both the frength and worth of every principle.
When 2 man fhall be juft about to quit the ftage
o
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of this world, to put off his mortality, and to de=
liver up his laft accounts to God; at which fad
time his memory fhall ferve him for little elfe,
but to terrify him with a frightful review of his
paft life and his former extravagancies, ftripped
of all their pleafure, but retaining their gwilt :
what is it then that can promife him a fair paflage
into the other world, or a comfortable appearance
before his dreadful judge when he is there? Not
all the fiiends and interefls, all the riches and ko-
nours under heaven, can fpeak fo much as a word

¢ for bim, or one word of comfort zo Aim in that
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condition. They may poflibly reproach, but they
cannot relieve him.
“ No: at this difconfolate time, when the bufy
tempter fhall be more than ufually apt to vex and
trouble him, and the pains of a dying body to
hinder and difcompofe him, and the fettlement of
worldy affairs to difturb and coufound him, and,
in a word, all things confpire to make his fick-bed
grievous and unealy ; nothing can then ftand up
againft all thefe ruins, and {peak Zife in the midft
of death, but a clear confience.
“ And the teftimony of that fhall make the com-
forts of heaven defcend upon his weary head, like
a refrefhing dew or thower upon a parched ground.
It fhall give him fome lively earnefts and fecret
anticipations of his approaching joy. It fhall bid
his foul go out of the body undauntedly, and lift
up his head with confidence before faints and an-
gels. Surely the comfort which it conveys at this
feafon, is fomething bigger than the capacities of
mortality, mighty and unfpeakable, and not to be
underflood till it comes to be felt.
¢ And now, who would not quit all the pleafures,
and trath, and trifles which are apt to captivate
the heart of man, and purfue the greateft rigours
of piety and aufterities of a good life, to purchafe
to himfelf fuch a confcience, as, at the hour of
death, when all the friendfhip of the world fhail
“ bid
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¢ bid him adieu, and the whole creation turns its
 back upon him, fhall difmifs the foul, and clofe
“ his eyes with that blefled fentence, IWell done, thou

“ good and faithful fervant, enter thou into the joy
“ of thy Lord ?”

Monday, Auguft 17, 1713 %

Noéles atque dies patet atri janua Ditis.
Vire. Zn. 6. v, 127.

The gates of death are open night and day.
DryDEN.

OME of our quaint moralifts have pleafed them-
{elves with an obfervation, that there is but one
way of coming into the world, but a thoufand to go
out of it, T have feen a fanciful dream written by a_
Spaniard, in which he introduces the perfon of Death
metamorphofing himfelf, like another Proteus, into
innumerable fhapes and figures. To reprefent the
fatality of fevers and agues, with many other dif-
tempers and accidents that deftroy the life of man,
death enters firft of all in a body of fire; a litfle after
he appears like a man of fnow ; then rolls about the
room like a cannon-ball; then lies on the table like a
gilded pill ; after this he transforms himfelf all of a
fudden into a fword ; then dwindles fucceflively to a
dagger, to a bodkin, to a crooked pin, to a needle,
to a hair. The Spaniard’s defign by this allegory,
‘'was to fhew the many affaults to which the life of
man is expofed, and to let. his reader fee tiiat there
was fcarce any thing in nature fo very mean and in-
confiderable, but that it was able to overcome him,
and lay his head in the duft. I remember, Monfieur -
Pafchal, in his refleétions on provxdence, has this ob«
Vor. IV. M fervation
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fer\ratinn upon Cromwell’s death. ¢ That ufarper,”
i he, ¢ who had deftroyed the royal family in his

own nation, who had made all the princes of Eu-
¢ rope tremble, and firuck a terror into Rome itfelf,
‘¢ was at laft taken out of the world by a fit of the
gravel. An atom, .a grain of fand,” fays he,
that would have been of no fignificancy in any
 other part of the univerfe, being lodged in fuch
¢ a particular place, was an inftrument of Provi-
¢ dence to bring about the moft happy revolutions,
¢ and to remove from the face of the earth this
¢ troubler of mankind.” In thort, fwarms of dif-
tempers are every where hovering over us. Cafual-
ties, whether at home or abroad, whether we wake
or fleep, fit or walk, are planted about us in ambu-
fcade : every element, every climate, every feafon,
all nature is full of death.

There are more cafualties incident to. men than
women 3 as battles, fea-voyages, with feveral dan-
geroeus trades and profeflions that often prove fatal
to the pratitioners. 1 have feen a treatife. written
by a learned phyfician on the diftempers peculiar to
thofe who work in ftone or marble. It has been
therefore obferved by curious men, that, upon 2
ftri& examination, there are more males brought in-
to the world than females. Providence, to fupply
this wafte in the {pecies, has made allowances for it
by a fuitable redundancy in the male fex. Thofe
who have made the niceft caleulations have found,
I think, that, taking one year with another, there
are about twenty boys produced to nineteen girls.
This obfervation is fo well grounded, that I will at
,any time lay five to four that there appear more
male than female infants in every weekly bill of
mortality. - And what can be a more demonftrative
argument for the fuperintendency of Providence?.

There are cafualties incident to every particular
ftation and way of life. . A friend of mine was once
faying, that he fancied there would be fomething
new and diverting in a country bill of mortality.

Upon

L
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Upon communicating this hint to a gentleman who
was then going down to his feat, which lies at a con-
fiderable diftance from London, he told me he would
make a colleétion as well as he could of the {everal
deaths that had happened in his country for the fpace
of a whole year, and fend them up to meé in the
form of fuch a bill as I mentioned. ' The reader
will here fee that he has been as good as his promife,
To make it the more entertaining, he has fet down
among the real deftempers, fome imaginary ones, to
which the country people afcribe the deaths of fome
of their neighbours. I fhall extraé&t out of them
fuch only as feem almoft peculiar to the country,
laying afide fevers, apup]exies, fmall-pox, and the
like, which they have in common with towns and
cities.

Of a fix bar gate, fox-hunters - - 4
Of a quickfet hedge - = =
Two duels, viz.

Firft, between a frying-pan and a pitch-fork 1
Second between a joint-ftool and a brown jug ¥
Bewitched - < - - 13

. Of an evil tongue - - - 9
Crofled in love - =« - - 7
Broke his neck in robbing a henrooft -~ - I

Caut finger turned toa gangrene by an old gentle-

woman of the parifth = - 1
Surfeit of curds and cream - =
Took cold fleeping at church iE
Of a fprain in his fhoulder, by favmg his dcg

ata bull ba:ltmg - ; 1
Lady B ’s cordial water - -
Knocked down by a quart bottle - 1
Frighted out of his wits by a heedlefs dog Wlth

faweer eyes - - - - X
Of Odétober - - 25
Broke a vein in bawling for a night of the fhire. 1
0ld women drowned upon trial of witcheraft 3
Climbing a crow’s neft - 2 1

Mm2 , Chalk
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Chalk and green apples - 4
Led into a horfe-pond by a will of tEre w;/jo ) I
Died of a fright in an exercife of the trained

bands - - = - = A T
Over-eat himfelf at a houfe-warming - I
By the parfon’s bull - 2
Vagarant beggars Worned by the fqulre's hnufe

dog - - - - 2
Shot by miftake - - - - 1
Of a mountebank door - - o 2
Of the Merry Andrew - - o aHe I
Canght her death in a wet ditch - -
Old age - - - - - - 100
Foul diftemper R e e - o

Tuefday, Auguft 18, 1713%,

Sanétus baberi
Fuftitiegue tenax, factis diflifque meveris 2
Agnofeo procerem

—

Juv. Sat 8. ver. 24.

Convince the world that you’re devout and true ;
Be juft in all you fay, in all you do:
Whatever be your birth, you're fure to be

A peer of the firft quality to mes
B ol STEPNEY.

ORACE, Juvenal, Boilean, and indeed the
reateft writers in almoft every age, have

expofed, with all the ftrength of wit and good fenfe,
the vanity of a man’s valuing himfelf upon his an-
ceftors ; and endeavoured to fhew, that true nobility
confifts in virtue, not in birth. With fubmiflion,
however, to fo many great authorities, I think they
have puthed this matter a little too far. We ought
*No, 137. n,
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in gratitnde to honcur the pofterity of thofe who

have raifed either the intereft or reputation of their

' country; and by whole labours we ourfelves are
more happy, wile, or virtuous, than we fhould have
been without them. Befides, naturally {peaking, a
man bids fairer for greatnels of foul who is the de-~
fcendent of worthy anceftors, and has good blood in
his veins, than one who is come of an ignoble and

* obfcure parentage. For thefe reafons, I think a man
of merit, who is derived from an illuftrious line, is
very juftly to be regarded more than a man of equal
merit, who has no claim to hereditary honours.
Nay, I think thofe who are indifferent in themfelves,
and have nothing elfe to diftinguith them but the
virtues of their forefathers, are to be looked upon
with a degree of veneration even upon that account,
and to be more refpeéted than the common run of
men who are of low and vulgar extraétion.

After Baving thus afcribed due honours to birth
and parentage, I muft however take notice of thofe
who arrogate to themfelves more honours than are
due to them on this account. The firft are {fuch
who are not enough fenfible, that vice and ignorance
taint the blood, and that an unworthy behaviour de-
grades and difenobles a man in the eye of the world,
as much as birth and family aggrandize and exalt
him.

The fecond are thofe who believe a zew man of an
elevated merit, is not more to be honoured than an
infignificant an@§ worthlefs man who is defcended
from a long line of patriots and heroes: or in other
words, behold with contempt a perfon who is fuch
a man as the firft founder of their family was, upon

. whofe reputation they value themfelves.

But I thall chiefly apply myfelf to thofe whofe
quality fits uppermoft in all their difcourfes and be-
haviour. An empty man of a great family, is a

. creature that is {carce converfible. Yon read his an-

ceftry in his fmile, in his air, in his eye-brow. He"
has indeed nothing but his nobility to give employ-
ment
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ment fo his thoughts. Rank and precedency are the
important points which heis always difcufling within
himfelf. A gentleman of this turn began a fpeech
in oné of King Charles’s parliaments: * Sir,-I had
¢ the honour to be horn at a time—"" Upon which
a rough honeft gentleman took him up fhort, * I
“ would fain know what that gentleman means. Is
¢ there any one in the houfe that has not had the
“ honour to be born as well as himfelf?”” The good
fenfe which reigns in our nation has pretty well
deftroyed this ftarched behaviour among men who
have feen the world, and know that every gentleman
will be treated upon a foot of equality. But there
are many who have had their education. among
women, dependents, or flatterers, that lofe all the
refpe@ which would otherwife be paid them, by
being too affiduous in procuring it.

My Lord Froth has heen fo educated in punétilio,
that he governs himfelf by a ceremonial iﬁ all the
ordinary occurrences of life. He meafure!n.@ut his
bow to the degree of the perfon he converfes with.
¥ have feen him in every inclination of the body,
from a familiar nod to to the low ftoop in the falu-
tation fign. I remember, five of us,” who were ac-
guainted with one another, met together one morn=
igg at his lodgings; when a wag of the company
was faying, it would be worth while to obferve how
he would diftinguith us at his firft entrance. Accord-
ingly he no fooner came into the room, but cafting
his eye about, * My Lord fuch avone,” fays he,
¢ your moft humble fervant; Sir Richard, your
¢ humble fervant; Your fervant, Mr. Ironﬁde; Mr.
“ Ducker, how do you do; Hah ! Frank, are you
% there ?”

There is nothing more eafy, than to difcover a
man whofe heart is full of his family. Weak minds
that have imbibed a ftrong tinfture of the nurfery,
younger brothers that have been brought ap to no-
thing, fupemnnuated retainers to a great houfe, have
generally their thonghts taken up with little elfi:h

ad
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I had fome years ago an aunt of my own, by name
Mrs. Martha Ironfide, who would never marry be-
neath herfelf, and is fuppofed to have died a maidin
the eightieth year of her age. She was the chro-
nicle of our family, and pafled away the greater part
of the laft fsrty years of her life in recounting the
antiquity, marriages, exploits and alliances of the
Ironfides. Mrs. Martha converfed generally with 2
knot of old virgins, who were likewife of good fa-
milies, and had been very cruel all the beginning of
the laft century. They were every one of them as
proud as Lucifer; but faid their prayers twice a days
and in all other refpets were the beft women in the
‘world. If they faw a fine petticoat at church, they
immediately took to pieces the pedigree of her that
wore it ; and would lift up their eyes to heaven at
the confidence of the faucy minx, when they found

* fhe was an honeft tradefman’s daughter. It is im-

poffible to defcribe the pious indignation that would
rife in them at the fight of 2 man who lived plenti-
fully on an eftate of his own getting. They were
tranfported with zeal beyond meafure, if they heard
of a young woman’s matching into a great family
upon account only of her beauty, her merit, or her
money. In fhort, there was not a female within ten
miles of them that was in _pofleflion of a gold watch,

a pearl necklace, or a piece of Mechlin lace, but
they examined her title to it. My aunt Martha ufed
to chide me very frequently for not fufliciently va-
lning myfelf. She would not eat a bit all dinner-
time, if at an invitation fhe found fhe had been feated
below herfelf; and would frown upon me for an
hour together, if fhe faw me give place to any man
under a baronet. As I was once talking to her of 2
wealthy citizen whom fhe had refufed in her youth,

the declared to me with great warmth, that fhe pre-
ferred a man of quality in his fhirt to the richeft
men upon the change in a coach and fix. She pre-
tended, that our family was nearly related, by the

* mother’s fide, to half a dozen peers; but as none of

them
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them knew any thing of the matter, we always kept
it as a fecret among ourfelves. A little "before her
death, {he was reciting to me the hiftory of my fore- .
fathers ; ; but dwelling a little longer than ordinary
upon the aftions of Sir Gilbert Ironfide, who had a
horfe fthot under him at Edgehill fight, I gave an un-
fortunate Pifb ; and afked, ‘ What was all this to
¢ me?” Upon which fhe retired to her clofet, and
fell a-feribbling for three hours together; in which
time, as I afterwards found, the ftruck me out
of her will, and left all fhe had to my fiter Marga-
ret, a wheedling baggage, that ufed to be a{king
queftions about her great grandfather from morning
to night. She now lies buried among the famlly of
the Ironfides, with a ftone over her, acquainting the
reader, that fhe died at the age of eighty years, a
{pinfter, and that the was defcended of the ancient
family of the Ironfides. After which follows the
genealogy drawn up by her own hand.

Wednefday, Auguft 19, 1713%

Incenditque animum fame venientis amore.

Virg. Zn. 6. ver. 889,

* And fires his mind with love of future fame.

the courfe of thefe my daily differtations as
variety. By this means every one of my readers is
fure fome time or other to find a fubjeét that pleales
him ; and almoit every paper has fome particular fet
of men for its advocates. Iiftead of feeing the number
of my papers every day increafing, they would quick-
lylic asa drugu pon my hands, did not I take care to
keep up the appetite of my guells, and quicken it
rom time to time by fomething new and unexpcét-
milNol g8 ed,

THERE is nothing which I ftudy fo much in



GUARDIAN. 2812

ed.  In fhort, I endeavour to treat my reader in the
fame manner as Eve does the angel in that beautiful
defeription of Milton. ;
¢ So faying, with difpatchful looks in hafte
She turns, on hofpitable thoughts intent,
What choice to choofe for delicacy beft :
‘What order, fo contriv’d, as not to mix
Taftes not well join’d, inelegant ; but bring
Tafte after tafte, upheld with kindlieft change.
.| Whatever earth, all-bearing mother, yields
In India Eaft or Weft, or middle fhore;
In Pontus or the Punic coaft, or where
-~ Alcinus reign’d, fruit of all kinds, in coat
Rough or fmooth rined, or bearded huik, or fhell,
- She gathers tribute large, and on the board
Heaps with unfparing hand———
16 Fifth Book.

= If by this method I can furnith out a Jplendida
farago, according to the compliment lately paid me
in a fine poem publifhed among the exercifes of the
laft ‘Oxford a&, I have gained the end which I pro-
pofe to myfelf. . .

In my yefterday’s paper, I thewed how the ations
of ‘'our anceftors and forefathers fhould excite us to
every thing that is great and virtnous. I fhall here
obferve, that a regard to our pofterity, and thofe
who are to defcend from us, ought to have the fame

kind of influence on a generous mind.. A noble foul
" would rather die than cominit an aftion that would
“make his children bluth when he is in his grave, and
‘be looked upon as a reproach to thofe who fhall live
‘a hundred years after him. On the conrary, nothing
canbe a more pleafing thought to a man of eminence,
than to confider that his pofterity, wha lie many
removes from him, fhall make their boail of his vir-
.tues, and be honoured for his fake.

Virgil reprefents this confideration as an incentive
-of glory to' Aneas, when, after having fhewn him the ~

Na race
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race of heroes who were to defeend’ ‘from lum Ane
chifes adds, wmhanoble warmth, . 1
Et a’s&rrm;m.r adhbuc mr!:ztem exter:dere fa&z.r .
. ; .ﬂ}n 6fvsr.806

And doubt we yet through dangers to purfue
The paths of henour ?

Since! T hewe ‘mentioned “this pa;‘ﬁ'age in "ﬁ‘hr
where /Eneas was entertained ‘with the view of 1
great defcendents,” 1 cannot forbear obferving 2 par-
ticular beauty which I-do mot’ know that any one
has taken notice of.  'The 1ift rwhich he has there
drawn up was'in general to'do honour to the Roman
name, but more -partieularly to 'compliment Au-

aftus.  For this reafon Anchifes, who fhews /Eneas
moft of the reft of his defcendents in the fame order
that they swere to malke ‘their: appearance an!the
world, breaks his method for the fake of Auguftus,
whoin he fingles out, immediately after having men-
tioned Romulus, as the moft iHuftrious perfon who
was to rife in thatempire which the other had found.-
ed. He ‘wayimpatient to deferibe his pofterity raif-
ed to the-utmoft pitch of glory ; and therefore paffes
‘over all'the reft to come at this great man, whom
by this means he implicitly reprefents as making the
moit eonfpicucus figure among them. By this arti-
fice the poet did not only give hisiemperor the great-
eft praife he could beftow ‘upon him, but-hindered
his reader from drawing a pardllel, which would
have been &fa&vantagmus t0 him had he been cele-
brated in his proper place; that-is, after Pompey and
Ceefar, who each of them eclipfed the other .‘m.rm.h-
tary glory.

Though.there have been' finer ‘things fpoken of
Auguftus than of any other man; all the wits of his
age have tried to outrival one: another on' that fuba
je€t: he mever teceived a compliment which in my

opinien
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epinion can be compared for: fublumty of thought
to that which the poct here makes him. - The Eng-
lifh reader may fee a faint thadow of it in Mr. Dry-
den’s tranflation ; for the original is inimitable.

Hic wir, hic eff, &c.
ZEN, 6. ver. 79I.

But next behold the youth of form divine,

- Ceefar himfelf, exalted in his line;
Auguitus, promis’d oft, and long foretold,
Sent to the realm that Saturn rul’d. of old ; g
Born to reftore a better age of gold ;

- Afric and India {hall his power obey: -
He fhall extend his propagated fway . }
Beyond the folar year, without the ftarry way,
Where Atlas turns the rolling heav’ns around,
Andhis broad thoulders with their lightsare crown’d.
At his forefeen approach already quake

. The €afpian kingdoms and Mzotian lake.
Their feers behold the tempeft from afar;
And threat’ning oracles denounce the war.
Nile hears him knocking at his fev’nfold gates,
And feeks his hidden fpring, and fears his nephew’s

fates.

Nor Hercules more lands or labouzs knew,
Not though the brazen-footed hind he flew ;
Freed Frymanthus from the foaming boar,

. And dipp’d his arrows in Lernean gore.

_ Ner Bacchus, turning from his Ipdian war,
By tygers drawn triumphant in his car,

. From Nifus’ top defcending on the plains,
With curling vines around his purple reins,
And doubt we yet through dangers to purfue

. The paths of honour?

L; I could fhew out of other poets the fame kind of
viflon as this in. Virgil, wherein the chief perfons of
the poem have been entertained with the fight of
thofe who were to defcend from them : but inftead

Nnz aof
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of that, T thall conclude with a rabbinical ftory,
which has in it the Oriental way of thinking, aﬁd 15 -

therefore very amufing.

Adam; fays the Rabbins, a little after his crea-
tion, was prefented with a view of all thofe fouls
who were to be united to human bodies, and take
their turn after him upon the earth. Among others,
the vifion fet before him the foul of David. Our
great anceftor was tranfported at the fight of o beau-
tiful an apparition ; but, to his unfpeakable grxef
was informed that it was not to be converfant among

men the fpace of one year.

Qftendent terris bunc tantum fata, neque :dtra
Effe finent
ZEN. 6. ver. 869,

‘The youth (the blifsful vifion of a day)

Shall juft be thewn on earth and fnatch’d awa.y.
_ DrYDEN,

Adam, to procure a longer life for fo fine a piece of
human nature, begged that threefcore and ten years
(which he heard would be the age of man in David’s
time) might be taken out of his own life, and added
to that of David. Accordingly, fay the Rabbins,
Adam falls fhort of a thoufand years, which was to
have been the complete term of his life, by juft fo
many years as make up the life of David; Adam
having lived nine hundred and thirty years, and Da-
vid feventy.

This ftory was invented to thew the high opinion
which the Rabbins entertained of this man after God’s
. own heart, whom the prophet, who was his own
contemporary, could not mention without rapture,
where he records the laft poetical compofition of Da-
vid ; “ of David the fon of Jeffe, of the man who
¢ was raifed up on high, of the anointed of the God
# of Jacob, of the fweet pfalmift of Ifrael.” -
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Thurfday, Auguft 20, 1713%

-
-

—— Prifea fides falo, [od fama perennis.
Vire. An. g, ver. 59.

——The fa&, through length of time obfcure,
Is hard to faith ; yet fhall the fame endure.
DrypEN.

* Moft Venerable NEsToR,
I FIND that every body is much delighted
with the voice of your lion. H_ls roarings
againft the tucker have been moft melodious and
emphatical. It is to be hoped that the ladies will
take warning by him, and not provoke him to
greater outrages : for I obferve that your lion, as
you yourfelf have told us, is made up of mouth
and paws. For my own part, I have long confi-
dered with myfelf how I might exprefs my grati-
tude to this noble animal that has fo much the
good of our country at his heart. After many
thoughts on this fubje, I have at length refolved
to do houour to him, by compiling an hiftory of
his fpecies, and extrafting out of all authors what-
ever may redound to his reputation. In the pro-
fecution of this defign, I fhall have no manner of
regard to what Zifop has faid upon the fubjeft,

~whom I look upon to have been a republican, by

the unworthy treatment which he often gives to
the king of beafts; and whom, if I had time, 1
could conviét of falfehood and forgery in almoft
every matter of fa& which he has related of this
generous animal. Your romance-writers are like-
wife a fet of men whofe authority I fhall build
upon very little in this cafe. They all of them
are born with a particular antipathy to lions, and
* No. 139. R give
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‘ give them no more quarter than they do giants,
* wherever they chance to meet them. There is not
“ one of the feven champions but, when hie has fe-
“ thing elfe to do, encounters with a lion; and you
“ may be fure always_ gets the better of him. .In
* fhort, a knight-errant always lives in a perpetual
flate of enmity, with this noble creature, and hates
him more than all things upon the earth except 2
‘ dragon, Had the ftories recorded of them by thefe
¢ writers been-true, the whole fpecies. would have
“ been deftroyed before now. After having thus
“ renouneed all fabulous authorities, I fhall begin
“ my memoirs of the lion with a flory related of
“ him by Aulus Gellius, and extratted by him out
*¢ of Dion Caffius, an hiftorian of undoubted vera-
% city. It is the famous flory of Androcles the
¢ Roman {lave ; which I premife for the {ake of my
¢ learmed reader, who needs go no further in it if he
% has read it already. :
~ “ Androcles was the {lave of a noble Roman, whe !
* was proconful of Afric. - He had been guilty of 2
*¢ fault for which his mafter would have put him to
¢ death, had he not found an opportunity to efeape
% out of his hands, and fled into the deferts of Nu-
“ midia. As he was wandering among -the barren
* fands, and almoft dead with heat and hunger, he
% faw a cave in the fide of a rock. He went inte
* it ; and finding at the further end of it a place to
¢ fit down upon, refted there for fome time. At
¢ length, to his great furprife, a huge overgrown
* lion entered at the mouth of the cave ; and {eeing
¥ .2 man at the upper end of it, immediately made
“ towards him. Androcles gave himfelf for gene;
¢ but rthe lion, inftead. of treating him as he expedt.
# ed, laid his paw upon his lap, and with a com.
“ plaining kind of voice fell a-licking his hand.
“ Androcles, after having recovered himfelf a little
s from the fright he was in, obferved the lion’s paw
‘* to be exceedingly fivelled by a large thorn that
¢ fluck in it. He immediately pulled it out, and,
i ot b}.
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by fqueezing the paw very gently, made p great
deal of corrupt matter run out of it, which pro-
‘bably. freed the lion from the great an g\;ufh he had
felt fome time before,. The lion left him upon
receiving this geod office from him, and foon after
retupned with g fawn -which he had juft killed.
This he laid down at -the feet of his benefadtor,
and went off again in purfuit of his prey. Andro-
eles, after having fodden the flefh of it.by the heat
of the fun, fubfiffed upon it till the lion had {'up-

-plied him with another.  He lived many days in

this frightful {olitude ; the lion catering for him

‘with great affiduity. Being tired at length of this

favage fociety, he was refolved to- deliver himfelf
up into his mafter’s hands, and fuffer the worit
effets of his difpleafure rather than be thus driven
out from mankind. His mafter, as was cuftomary
for the proconful of Afvica, was at that time get-
ting together a prefent of all the largeft lions that
could be found in the country, in order to fend
them to Rome, that they might furmifh out a fhow
to the Roman people. . Upon his poor flave’s fur-
rendering himfelf into his hands, he ordered him
to be carried away to Rome as foon as the lions
were in readinefs to be fent; and that for his crime
he fhould be expofed to fight with one of the lions
in the amphitheatre, as ufual, for the diverfion of
the people. This was all performed accordingly.
Androcles, after fuchaftrange run of fortune, was
nowin the area of the theatre, amidit thoufands of

-fpectators, expedting every moment when his an-

tagenift would come cut npon him. . At length 3

* jhuge monftrous lien leaped out from the place

L1
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where he had been kept hungry for the fhow.
He advanced with great rage towards the man;
but on:a fudden, after having regarded him a little
wiftfully, fell to the ground, and crept towards
his feet with all the figns of blandifhment and.
carefs,  Androcles, after a fhort paufe, difcovered
that it was his old Nomidian friend, and imme-

“ diately
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“ diately renewed his acquaintance with himy. Theit

¢ beholders ; who, upon hearing an account-of the

“ swhole matter from Androcles, ordered: him to be

“ pardoned, and the lion to be given up into his
“ pofleflion. Androcles returned at Rome the civi-
¢ lities which he ‘had received from him in the de-
*“ ferts of Afric. Dion Caflius fays, that he him-
“ felf faw the man leading the lion about the ftreets
“ of Rome; the people évery whare gathering about
¢ them, iatid repeating to one another, ¢ Hic gft leo
* bofpes bominis ; bic ¢/t bomo medicus leonis? ¢ This
‘¢ is the lion' who' ‘was“ the man’s hoft ;- this is the
 man who was, the lien"s phyfician.”

-

b Friday, Augult 215 1713%

wibis meer:ds Jam frigidus evo
I.aomedarzrmde:, wel Nefloris hernia poffit. -
: Juv. Sat. 6. ver. 324.

A fight;” might thaw old Priam’s frozen age,
And warm ev'a Nettor ihta'am‘ro'us rage.

I HAVE Iately received a letter from an aftrologer
in'Moorfields, which T Have read with great fa-
tisfaftion. He obferves to me, that my lion at But-
ton’s coffechoufe was very luckily erefted in the very
month when the fun was in Leo. He further adds,
that upon denverfing with the above ‘mentioned Mr.
Button (whofe other name he “obferves is Daniel, a
good omen ftil} with regard to the lion his cohaba-
tznt), he has difcovered the very hour in which the
fzid lion wasfet up; and that by the help of other
¥ ghts which he had received from the faid Mr, But-
tcn, he had been enabled to calenlate the nativity of
the lon. This myfterious philofopher acquaints

# INo. 140. me,

mutual congratulations were very furprifing to the

T el
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me, that the fign of Leo in the heavens immediately
precedes that of Virgo ; by which, fays he, is figni-
fied the natural love and friendlhip the lion bears to
virginity ; and not only to virginity, but to fuch
matrons likewife as are pure and unfpotted : from
whence he foretels the good influence which the roar-
ings of my lion are likely to have over the female
world, for the purifying of their behaviour and bet-
tering of their manners. He then proceeds 'to in-
form me, that in the moft exaét a.ftroluglcnl fcheme,
the lion is obferved to affe in a more particnlar
manner the legs and the neck, as well as to allay
the power of the Scorpien, in thofe parts which are
allotted to that fiery conftellation. From hence he
very naturally prognofticates, that my lion will meet
with great fuccefs 1n the attacks he has made on the
untuckered ftays and fhort petticoat ; and that in a
few morths there will not be a ‘female bofom or an-
cle uncovered in Great Britain. He concludes, that by
the rules of his art he forelaw five years ago that
both the Pope and myfelf fhould about this time
unite our endeavours in this *particular; and that

_ fundry mutations and revolutions would happen in

the female drefs.

I have another letter by me from a perfon of a
more volatile and airy genius, who finding this great
propenfity in the fair fex to go uncovered, and think-
ing it impoflible to reclaim them entirely from it, is
for compounding the matter with them, and finding
out a middle expedient between nakednefs and cloth-
ing. He propofes therefore that they fhould imitate
their great-grandmothers the Briths or Pifts, and
paint the parts of their bodies which are uncovered
with fuch figures as fhall be moft to their fancy.
The bofom of the coguette, fays he, may bear the

' figure of 2 Cupid, with a bow in his hand, and his.

arrow upon the firing ; the prude might have a Pal-
las, with 4 fhield and Gorgon’s head. 1In fhort, by
this method he thinks every woman might make

very agreeable difcoveries of herfelf, and at the fame
Vor. o, O 0 time
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time fhew us what the would be at. But, by my
correfpondent’s good leave, I can by no means con-
fent to {poil the fkin of my pretty countrywomen.,
They could find no colours half fo charming as thofe
which are natural to them: And though, like the
old Piés, they painted the fun’ itfelf upon their bo-
dies, they would ftill change for the worfe, and
conceal fomething more beautiful than what they
exhibited.

I fhall therefore perfit in my firft defign, and en-
deavour to bring about the reformation in neck and
legs which I have fo long aimed at. Let them but
raife their ftays and let down their petticoats, and I
have done. However, as I will give them fpace to
confider of it, I defign this for the laft time that my
ion fhall roar upon the fubjeét during this feafon ;
which I give public notice of for the fake of my
correfpondents, that they may not be at an unnecef-
fary trouble or expence in furnifhing me with any
informations relating to the tucker before the begin-
ning of next winter, when I may again refume that
point if I find occafion for it. T fhall not however
let it drop, without acquainting my reader that I
have written a letter to the Pope upon it, in order to
encourage him in his prefent good intentions, and
that we may a& by concert in this matter. Here
follows the copy of my letter.

¢ To Pore CrLEMENT VIII. NESTOR IRONSIDE,
greeting,

¢ Dear Brother,

¢ I HAVE heard with great faUsfa&lon that H}u
have forbidden your priefts to confefs any wo-

“ man who appears before them without a tucker;
** in which you pleafe me well. I do agree with
¢ you, that it is impoflible for the good man to dif-
“ charge his office as he ought, who gives an ear to
¢ thofe alluring penitents that difcover their hearts,
and,
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and necks to him at the fame time. I am labour-
ing as much as in me lies to ftir up the fame f{pi-
rit of modefty among the women in this ifland,
and fhould be glad we might affift one another in
fo good a work. In order to it, Idefire that you

would fend me over the length of a Roman lady’s

neck as it ftood before your late prohibition. We
have fome here who have necks of one, two, and
three feet in length ; fome that have necks which
reach down to their middles ; and indeed fome
who may be faid to be all neck and no body. 1
hope at the fame time you obferve the flays of
your female fubjeéts, that you have allo an eye to
their petticoats, which rife in this ifland daily.
When the petticoat reaches but to the knee, and
the flays fall to the fifth rib (which I hear is to be

‘the ftandard of each, as it has been lately fet-

tled in a junto of the fex), I will take care to fend
you one of either fort; which I advertife you of
before hand, that you may not compute the fta-
ture of our Englifhwomen from the length of
their garments. In the mean time, I have defired
the mafter of a veffel, who tells me that he fhall
touch at Civita Vecchia, to prefent you with a
certain female machine which I believe will puz-
zle your infallibility to difcover the ufe of it. Not
10 keep you in fufpenfe, it is what we call in this
country a hooped petticoat. 1 thall only beg of
you to let me know whether you find any gar-
ment of this nature among all the relics of your
female faints ; and in particular, whether it was
ever worn by any of your twenty thoufand vir-
£in martyrs.

“ Yours, ufgue ad aras,
i
¢ NEesTor IRONSIDE.”

I muft not difmifs this letter without declaring

myfelf a good Proteftant, as I hint in the fubferib-
ing part of it. This I think neceflary to take notice

- Qo2 of,
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of, left I thould be accufed by an, antj,wr of unex-
ampled ftupidity for correfpondmg with the head of
~the Romith church.

Friday, Sept. 4, 1713 %,

Dian potius pacem aternam paéfofgue bymma’a.r
Exercemus.

Vire, . 4. ver. 99.

Rather in league of endlefs peace unite,

And celebrate the hymeneal rite,

HERE is no rule in Longinus which I more
admire than that wherein he advifes an author
who would attain to the fubl:me, and writes for e-
ternity, to confider, when he 1s engaged in his com-
pofition, what Homer or Plato, or any other of thofe
heross in the learned world, would have faid or
thonght upon the fame occafion. I haye often prac-
tifed this rule with regard to the beft authors among
the ancients as well -as, among the moderns ; with
what fuccefs, T muft leave to the judgment of others.
I may¥at leaft venture to fay with Mr. Dryden,”
where he profefles to have imitated Shakefpear’s
ftyle, that in imitating fuch great authors I haye al-
ways excslled myfelf.

T'have alfo by this means revived feveral. anuquat—
ed ways of writing; W ‘hich, though very inftrustive
vand efitertaining, had been laid afide gnd forgotten
for fome ages. I thall in this place only mention
thofe allegories wherein virtues, vices, and human
paffions are introduced as real aétors. Though this
kind of compofition was praétifed by the fineft au-.
thors among the ancients, our countryman Spenfer
15 the laft writer of note who has applied himfelf to
it with fuccefs,

* No. 152. » TLhat
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That an allegory may be both delightful and in«
ftruétive ; in the firlt place, the fable of it ought to
be perfe&, and if poflible, to be filled with furprif=
ing turns and incidents : In the next, there ought to
be ufeful morals and refle@tions “couched under it ;
which fill receive a greater value from their bemg
_new and uncommon, as alfo from _their appearing
diflicult to have been thrown into emblematical types
and fhadows.

I was once thmkmg to have wnttcn a whqle can-
_tp in the fpirit of Spenfer and in order to it con-
trived a fagle of i 1magmary pcrfons and charaéters.
T raifed it on that common dlfpute between the com-
. parative perfe&ions and pre-eminence of the two
fexes, each of which have very frequcnt]y had their
adyocates among the men of letters. Since I have
not time to accomplifh this work, T Thal] prefent my
‘reader with the naked fable, (:fer\ ing the embellifh-
ments of verfe and poetry to another opportunity,

The two fexes contending for fuperiority, were
‘once at war with each other, which was chiefly car-
ried on by, t their auxlhanes “"The males were drawn
up on the one fide of a very fpacious Elam, the fe-
males,an the other. | Between them was left a very
.Iaxga interyal for their auxiliaries to engage in. At
each extremlry of this middle {pace lay encamp,ed
feveral bodies of neutral forces, who waited for the
event. of the batﬂc before they would declare them-
felves, that they might then a& as they faw occa-
fion. .

The main body of the male auxiliaries was com-
manded by Fortitude ; that of the female by Beauty.
Fortitude began the gnfet on Beauty ; but found,, t6
his coft, that the had fuch a particular witcheraft in
her lonks as withered all his firength, _She played
upon him fo many fmiles and glances,, that fhe quite
weakened and difarmed him.

In fhort, he was ready to call for quarter, had not
Wifdom come.to his aid. This was the commander

of the male right wing, and would have turned the
P fate
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fate of the day, had not he been timely oppofed by
Cunning, who commanded the left wing of the fe-
male auxiliaries, Cunning was the chief engineer
of the fair army ; but upon this occafion was pofted,
as I have here faid, to receive the attacks of Wif-
dom. It was very entertaining to fee the workings
of thefe two antagonifts ; the condut of the one,
and the firatagems of the other. Never was there
a more equal match. Thofe who beheld it gave the
viétory fometimes to the one and fometimes to the
other, though moft declared the advantage was on
the fide of the female commander.

In the mean time, the coniliét was very great in
‘the left wing of the army, where the battle began to
turn to the male fide. This wing was commanded
by an old experienced officer called Patience ; and on
the female fide, by a general known by the name of
Scorn. The lattcr, that fought after the manner of
the Parthians, had the better of it all the beginning
of the day ; but being quite tired out with the long
purfuits and repeated atracks of the enemy, who had
‘been repulfed above a hundred times, and rallied as
often, began to think of yielding ; when on a fudden
2 body of neutral forces began to move. The lead-
er was of an ugly look and gigantic ftature. He
afted like a draw-canfir, fparing neither friend nor
foe. His name was Luft. On the femaie fide he
was oppofed by a feleét body of forces commanded
by a young officer that had the face of a cherubim,
and the name of Modeflty. This beautiful young
hero was fupported by one of a more mafculine turn
and fierce behaviour, called by men Honour, and by
the: gods Pride. This laft made an obftinate defence,
and drove back the enemy more than once; but at
1@:1%1!1 refigned at difcretion.

e dreadfnl monfter, after having overturned
whole fquadrons in the female army, fell in among
the males, where he made 2 more terrible havock
than on the other fide. He was here oppofed by
Reafon, who drew up all his forces againft him, and

» held
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held the fight in fufpenfe for fome time; but at Iength
quitted the field.

After a great ravage on both fides, the two armies
agreed to join againft this common foe ; and in order
to it, drew out a fmall chofen band, whom they
placed by confent under the conduét of Virtue, who
in a little time drove this foul ugly monfter out of
the field.

Upon his retreat, a fecond neutral leader, whoie
name was Love, marched in between the two armies.
He headed a body of ten thoufand winged boys that
threw their darts and arrows promifcuoufly among
both armies. The wounds they gave were not the

- wounds of an enemy. They were pleafing to thofe
that felt them, and had fo ftrange an effedt, thatthey
wrought a fpirit of mutual friendfhip, reconeiliation
and good-will in both fexes. The two armies now
looked with cordial love on each other, and ftretched
out their arms with tears of joy, as longing to for-
get old animofities and embrace one another.

The laft general of neutrals that appeared in the
field was Hymen, who marched immediately after
Love, and feconding the good inclinations which he
had infpired, joined the hands of both armies. Love
generally accompanied him, and recommended the
fexes pair by pair to his good offices.

But as it is ufual enough for f{everal perfons to
drefs themfelves in the habit of a great leader, Am-
bition and Avarice had taken on them the garb and
habit of Love ; by which means they often impofed
on Hymen, by putting into his hands feveral couples
whom he would never have joined together, had it
not been brought about by the delufion of thefe two
impoftors.
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Saturday, September g, 1713,

Admiranda tib levium [peitacnla verum.
Vire. Georg. 4. ver. 3.

A mlghty pomp, though made of little thmgs.
Darnmr._

HERE is no paflion which fleals into the

heart more imperceptibly, and covers itfelf

'nnder more difguifes, than pride. © For my own

part, T think 1f there is any paflion or vice which I

1 am wholly aftranger to, it is this; though at the

fame time perhaps this very judgment which I

form of myfelf, - proceeds.in fome meafure from this
corrupt principle.

1 have been always wonderfully delighted with
that {entence in holy writ, Pride was not made for
man. ‘There is not indeed any fingle view of human
nature under its prefent condition, which is not fuf-
ficient to extinguifh inusall the fecretfeeds of pride;
‘and, on the contrary, to fink the foul into the loweft
ﬁate af humility, and what the {choolmen call fe//-
annthilation. Pride was not made for man, as he is,

1. A finful,
2. An ignorant,
3. A miferable bemg

There is nothing in his underftanding, in his will,
or in his prefent condition, that can tempt. any con-
fiderate creature to pride or vanity.

Thefe three very reafons why he fhould not be
proud, are notwithftanding the reafons why he is
{fo.. Were not he a finful creature, he would not be
fubje to a paffion which rifes from the depravity
of his nature; were he not an ignorant creature, he
would fee that he has nothing to be proud of;

* No, 153- and
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und were not the whole {pecies miferable, he would
not have thofe wretched objeéts of comparifon before
his eyes, which are the occafions of his paflion,
and which  make one man value himfelf more than
another.

A wife man will be contented that his glory be
deferred till fuch time as he fhall be truly glorified ;
when his underflanding, fhall be cleared, his will
reétified, and his happinefs aflured; or, in other

~words, when he fhall be neither finful, nor ignorant,
nor miferable.

If there be any thing which makes human nature
appear ridiculous to beings of fuperior faculties, it

- muft be pride.. They know fo well the vanity of
thofe imaginary perfeétions that fwell the heart of
man, and of thofe little fubérnumerary advantages,
whether in birth, fortune, or title, which one man
enjoys above another, that it muft eertainly very
much-aftonith, if it does not very much divert them,
when they fee a mortal puffed up, and valuing him-
felf above his neighbours on any of thefe accounts,
at the fame time that he is obnoxious to all the com-
mon calamities of the fpecies.

. To fetithis thought in its true light, we will fancy
if you pleafe; that yonder mole-hill is inhabited by
reafonible: creatures, -and that every pifmire (his
thape and” way of life only excepted) is endowed
with human paffions. = How fhould we fmile to hear
one give us an account of the pedigrees, diftinétions
and titles that reign among them ! Oblerve how the
whole fwarm divide and make way for the pifmire
that pafles throngh them ! You muft underftand he
is an emmet of quality, and has better blood in his
veins than'any pifmire in the mole-hill. Do not you
fee how fenfible he is of it, how flow he marches
forward, how the whole rabble of ants keep their
diftance ?- Here you may obferve one placed upon a
little eminence, and looking down on a Jong rew of
labourers. He is the richeft infeé& on this fide the
killock ; he has a walk of half a yard in h:ngth, and
Vor, IV. Pp a quarter
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a quarter of an inch in breadth; he keeps an hun=
dred menial fervants, and has at leaft fifteen barl
corns in his granary. He is now chiding and beflav-
ing the emmet that ftands before him, and who, for
all that we can difcover, is as good an emmet as him-
{elf.

But here comes an infeét of figure! Do ot you
take notite of a little white [traw that he carries in
his mouth ? That flraw, you muft underftand, he
would not part with for the longefl traét about the
mole-hill: did you but know what he has undergone
to purchafe it ! See how the ants of all qualities and
conditions fwarm about him. Should this firaw drop
out of his mouth, yon would fee all this numeorus

circle of attendants follow the next that took it up,
and leave the difcarded infe€t, or run over his back
to come at his fucceflor,

If now you have a mind to fee all the ladies of the
mole-hill, obferve firft the pifmire that liftens to the
emmet on her left hand, at the fame time that {he
feems to turn away her head from him. He tells
this poor infed@, that the is a goddefs, that her eyes
are brighter than the fun, that life and deathare at her
difpofal. She believes him, and gives herfelf a thou-
fand little airs upon it. Mark the vanity of the pif-
mire on your left hand. Shecan fearce’ crawl with
age: but yon muft know fhe values herfelf upon her
birth 5 and if you mind, fpurns at every one that
comes within her reach. The little nimble coquette
that is ranning along by the fide of her, is a wit.
Shé has broke many a pifmire’s heart. ‘Do but ob-
ferve what a drove of lovers are running after her,

We will here finifh this imaginary fcene: but firft
of all, to draw the parallel clofer, will fuppofe, if
you pleafe, that death comes down upon the mole-
hill, in the (hape of a cock-fparrow, who picks up
without diftinétion, the pifmire of quality and his
flatterers, the pifmire of fubftance and his day-la-
bourers, the white-firaw officer and his fycophants,

with
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with all the goddefles, wits, aud beauties of the mole-
hill.

May we not imagine, that beings of fuperior na-
tures and perfections regard all the inflances of pride
and vanity among our own fpecies in the fame kind
of view, when they take a furvey of thofe who in-
habit the earth ; or in the language of an ingenious
French Poet, of thofe pifmires that people this heap
of dirt, which human vanity has divided iuto climates
and regions ?

Menday, September 7, 1712 *.

Omnia transformant fefe in miracula revum.
VirG. Georg. 4. ver. 441:

All fhapes, the moft prodigious, they affume.

I QUESTION not but the following letter will be

entertaining to ‘thofe who were prefent at the late
mafquerade, as it will recal into their minds feveral
merry particulars that paffed in it ; and at the fame
time, be very acceptable to thofe who were at a dif-
tance from it, as they may form from hence fome
idea of this fathionable amufement,

To Nestor Irownsing; Efq.

Per via leonis.
TR

COULD fcarce ever go into good company,

but the difcourfe was on the ambaflador, the
¢ politenefs of his entertainments, the goodnefs of his
¢ burgundy and champaign, the gaiety of his mali-
% querades, with the odd fantaftical drefles which
* No. 154, Ppa “ were
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were made ufe of in thofe midnight-folemnities,
The noife thefe diverfions made, at laft raifed my
curiofity, ‘and for once I refolved to be prefent at
them; being at the fame time provoked to it by a
lady T then made my addrefles to, one of a {prighly
humour, and a great admirer of fuch novelties.
In order to it, T hurried my habit, and got it ready
a2 week before the time; for [ grew impatient to
be initiated in thefe new myfteries, Every morn-
ing I dreffed myfelf in it, and atted before the
looking glafs ; fo that I am vain enough to think
I was as perfet in my part as moft who had
oftener frequented thofe diverfions. You muft un-
derftand, T perfonated a devi/ ; and that for feveral
weighty reafons. Firft, becaufe appearing as one
of that fraternity, I expeéted to meet with parti-
cular civilities from the more polite and better-
bred part of the company. Befides, as from their
ufual reception they are called familiars, I fancied
I thould in this charater be allowed the greateft
liberties and fooneft be led into the fecrets of the
mafqurerade. To recommend and diftinguith me
from the vulgar, I drew a very long tail after
me. But to {peak the truth, what perfuaded me
moft to this diguife, was, beeaufe I heard an in-

triguing lady fay in a large company of females,

who unanimouily affented to.it, that the loved to
converfe with fuch, for that generally they were
very clever fellows who made choice of that fhape.
At length, when the long-withed for evening came,
which was to open to us fuch vaft fcenes of pleaf-
ure, T repaired to the place appointed about ten at
night ; where I found nature turned topfy-turvy,
women changed into men, and men into women,
children in leading-ftrings feven foot high, court-
iers transformed into clowns, ladies of the nighe
into faints, people of the firit quality into beafts
or birds, gods or goddeffes. I fancied I had all
Ovid’s Metamorphafes before me. Among thefe
¢ wer
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were feveral monflers, to which I did not know
how to give a name ;

¢ worle
¢ ‘Than fables yet have feign’d, or fear conceiv’d,
“ Gorgons, and Hydras, and chimeras dire.
¢ MILTON.

* In the middle of the firft room I met with one
drefled in a_fhroud. This put me in mind of the
old cuftom of ferving up a death’s head at a feaft.
I was a little angry at the drefs, and afked the
gentleman, whether he thought 2 dead man was
fit company for fuch an affembly? but he told me,
that he was one who loved his money, and that
he confidered this drefs would ferve him another
time. This walking corfe was followed by a gi-
gantic woman with a high-crowned hat, that ftood
up like a fteeple over the heads of the whole
affembly. I then chanced to tread upon the foot
of 2 female Duaker, to all outward appearance;
but was furprifed to hear her cry out, ¢ D—n
you, you fon of a > Upon which I imme-
diately rebuked her; when all of a fudden re-
fuming her charadter, ¢ Verily,” fays fhe, ¢ I was
toblame; but thou haft bruifed me forely.” A
few' minutes after this adventure, ‘I had like to
have been knocked down by a fhepherdefs for
having run my elbow a little inadvertently into
one of her fides. She fwore like a trooper, and
threatened me with a very mafculine voice. But
1 was timely taken off by a Prefbyterian -parfon,
who told me in a very foft tone, that he believed
I was a pretty fellow, and that he would meet me
in Spring-garden to-morrow night. The next
object I fow, was a chimney-fweeper, made up of
black crape and velvgt, with a huge diamond in
his month, making love toa butterfly. On a fudden
I found myfelf among a flock of bats, owls and law-

“ yers. But what took up my attention moft was,

¢ one
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¢ one drefled in white feathers, that reprefented 2

 fwan. He would fain have found out a Leda a-
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mong the fair fex ; and indeed was the moft un-
lucky bird in the company. 1 was then en-
¢ gaged in a difcourfe with a runsing-footman ; but
¢ as I treated him like what he appeared to be, a

¢ Turkifh Emperor whifpered me in the ear, defiring
¢ me to ufe bim civilly, for that it was bis mafler.

¢ 1 was here interrupted by the famous large figure
¢ of a woman bung with little looking-glaffes. She
¢ had a great many that followed her as fhe pafled
¢ by me; but I would not have her value herfelf
¢ upon that account, fince it was plain they did not
¢ follow fo much to look upon her as to fee thems
¢ felves. The next I obferved, was a zun, making
¢ an affignation with a heatben god ; for 1 heard
¢ them mention the little piazza in Covent-garden.
¢ I was by this time exceeding hot and thirity ; fo
¢ that I made the beft of my way to the place where
¢ wine was dealt about in great quantities. I had
¢ no fooner prefented myfelf before the table, but a
* magician feeing me, made a circle over my head
¢ with his wand, and feemed to do me homage. I
¢ was at a lofs to account for his behaviour, till I
¢ recolleéted who I was. This however drew the

‘ eyes of the fervants upon me, and immediately .

-

procured me a glafs of excellent champaign. The
¢ magician {aid 1 was a {pirit of an aduft and dry
¢ conftitution, and defired that I might have auother
¢ refrefhing gla;l‘s ; adding withal, that it ought to
¢ be a brimmer. I took it in my hand, and drank
¢ it off to the magician. This fo enlivened me, that
¢ I led him by the hand into the next room, where
¢ we danced a rigadoon together. 1 was here a little
¢ offended at ajackanapes of a Scaramouch, that cried
¢ out, Avaunt Satan; and gave me a little tap onm
¢ my left thoulder with the end of his lath-fword.
¢ As I was confidering how 1 cught to refent this
¢ affront, a well-thaped perfon that flood at my
“ left ‘1"1":1 in the figure of a bellman, cried out with
“ a fuitable
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a fuitable voice, ¢ Paft twelve o’clock.” This put
me in mind of bed time. Accordingly I mademy
way towards the door; but was intercepted by an
Indian King, a tall flender youth, drefled up in 2
moft beautiful iparty-coloured plumage. He re-
garded my habit very attentively; and after hav-
ing turned me about once or twice, afked me whom
I bad been témpiing 2 1 could not tell what was the
matter with me ; but my heart leaped as foon as
he touched me, e B greater diforder
upon my hearing his voice. In fhort, I found,
after a little difcourfe with him, that his Indian
Majefty was my dear Leonora; who knowing the
difguife I had put on, would not let me pafs by
her unobferved. Her awkward manlinefs made
me guefs at her fex, and her own confeflion quick-
ly let me know the reft, This mafquerade did
more for me than a twelvemonth’s courtthip : for
it infpired her with fuch tender fentiments, that I
married her the next mornmg
¢ How happy I fhall be in a wife taken out 0f a
mafquerade, I cannot yet tell ; but 1 have reafon
to hope the beft; Leonora hsving affured me it was
the firft, and fhall be the laft time of her appear-
ing at' fuch an.entertainment.
“ And now, Sir, having given you the hiftory of
this firange evening, which looks rather like a
dream than a reality, it is my reqneft to you, that
you will oblige the world with a differtation on
mafquerades in general, that we may know how
far they are ufeful to the public, and confequent-
ly how far they ought to be encouraged. I have
heard of two or three very odd accidents that
have happened upon this occafion; as in parti-
cular, of a lawyer’s being now big-bellied, who
was prefent at the firft of thefe entertainments ;
not to mention (what is ftill more ftrange) an old
man, with a long beard, who was got with child
by a milk-maid. But in cafes of this mature,
where there is fuch a confufion of fex, age and
[ 'g_uahty,
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% quality, men are apt to report rather what might
¢ ‘have happened than what really came to pafs.
“ Withont giving credit therefore to any of thefe
“ rumours, I fhall only renew my petition to you,
¢ that you will tell us your opinion at large of thefc
¢ matters ; and am,
¢ BIR, i&c.
¢ LucIFER.”

Tuefday, September 8. 1713 %*

—— Libelly Sr-a:'c: inier ﬁrz'cw
?’acere pulml!o: amant.
~Hox. Epod. 8 ver, I§.

15 The bdoks of Stmcs ever chofe
On filken cuthions to repofe.

I' HAVE' often! wondered, that learhing is:mot

thought a proper i ljgtl'eclr.exlt in the education of
a woman of quality or fortune. ' Since they haveithe
fame improveable minds as the male part of the fpe-
cies;»why fhould they not be cultivated by the fame
method ? why fhould reafon be left to itfelf in one
of the fexes, and be difciplined with fo much care
in the other?

There are fome reafons why learning feems meore
adapted to the female world than to the male. As,
in the firft place, becaufe they have more fpare time
upon - their hands, and lead a more fedentary life.
Their employments are of a domeftic nature, and
not like thofe of the other fex, which are often in-

_confiftent with ftudy and contemplation. The ex-
cellent lady, the Lady Lizard, in the {fpace of one
fummer, furnifhed a gallery with chairs and couches
of her own and her daughters working ; and at the
fame time heard all Dr. Tillotfon’s fermons twice

# No. 155. over,
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aver.’ It isalways the cuftom for one of the young
ladies to read while the others are at work ; fo that
the learning of the family is not at all prejudicial to
its manufadtures. 1 was mightily pleafed the other
day to find them &1l bufy in preferving feveral fruits
of the feafon, with the Sparkler in the midft of
them reading over the plurality of worlds 1t was
very entertaining to me to fee them dividing their
{peculations between jellies and flars, and making 2
{udden tranfition from the fun t6 an apricot, or from
the Copernican fyftem'to the figure of a cheefe-
cake.

A fecond reafon why women fhould apply them-
“felves to ufeful knowledge rather than men, 1s, becaufe
they have that natural gift of fpeech in greater per-
feftion. Since they have fo excellent a. talent, fuch
2 copia verborum, or plenty of words, it is pity they
thould not put it to fome ufe. If the female tongue
will be in motion, why fhonld it not be fet to go
right ? Could they difcourfe about the {pots in the
fun, it might divert them from publifhing the faults
of their neighbours; could they talk of the different
afpedts and conjunétions of the planets, they need not
be at the pains to comment upon oglings and clan-
deftine marriages : in fhort, were they furnithed with
matters of faét out of the arts and fciences, it would
mow and then be of great eafe to their invention,

There is another reafon why thofe efpecially who
are women of quality thounld apply themfelves to let-
ters ; namely, becaufe their hufbands are generally
{trangers to them.

It is great pity there fhould be no knowledge in a
family. For my own part, I am concerned when I

o into a great houfe, where perhaps there is not a
ﬁngle perfon that can fpell, unlefs it be by chance
the butler, or one of the footmen. What a figure is
the young heir likely to make, who is a dunce both
by father and mother’s fide ?

If we look into the hiftories of famous women,
we find many eminent philofophers of this fex; nay,

Vor. IV. Qq we
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we find that feveral females have diftinguithed them=
felves in thofe feéts of philofophy which {feem ‘almoft
repugnant to their natures, There have been fa-
mous female Pjthacore.nns, noththﬁandmg moft of
that philofophy confifted in keeping a fecret, and
that the difciple was to hold her tongue five years
together. I need not mention Portia, who was 2
Stoic in petticoats ; nox Hipparchia the famous fhe
Cynic, who arrived at fuch perfeftion in her fiudies,
that fhe converfed with her hufband or man-planter
in broad day-light and in the open fireets.

Learning and knowledge are perfeftions in us, not
as we are men, but as we are reafonable creatures ;
in which order of beings the female world is upon
the fame level with the male. We ought to confider
in this particular, not what is the fex, but what is
the fpecies to which they belong. At leaft I believe
every one will allow me, that a female philofopher
is not fo abfurd a charafter and fo oppofite to the
- fex, as a female gamefter ; and that it is more irra-
tional for a woman to pafs away half a dozen hours
at cards or dice than in getting up ftores of ufeful
learning. This therefore is another reafon why I
would recommend the ftudies of knowledge to the
female world, that they may not be at a lofs how to
employ thofe hours that lie upon their bands.

I might alfo add this motive to my fair readers, that
feveral of their fex who have improved ther minds
by books and literature, have raifed themfelves to
the higheft pofts of honour and fortune. A neigh-
bouring nation may at this time furnifh us with 2
very remarkable inftance of this kind; but I fhall
conclude this head with the hiftory of Athenais,
which is a very fignal example to my prefent pur-
pofe.

The emperor Theodofius being about the age of
one-and-twenty, and defigning to take a wife, defired
his fifter Pulcheria and his friend Paulinus to fearch
his whole empire for 2 woman of the moft exquifite
beauty and higheft accomplifhments. In the midui:_
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of this fearch, Athenais, a Greclan virgin, accident-
ally offered herfelf. Her father, who was an emi-
nent philofopher of Athens, and had bred her up in
all the learning of that place, at his death left her
but a very fmall portion, in which alfo fhe fuffered
great hardthips from the injuftice of her two brothers.
This forced her upon a journey to Conitantinople ;
where fhe had a relation who reprefented her cafe to
Pulcheria, in order to obtain fome redrefs from the
emperor. By this means that religious princefs be-
came acquainted with Athenais, whom {he found the
moft beautiful woman of her age, and educated, un-
der a long courfe of phllufephy, in the {tn&eﬂ Vir-
~tue and moft unfpotted innocence. Pulcheria was
charmed with her converfation, and immediately
made her reports to the emperor her brother Theo-
dofius. The charadter fhe gave made fuch an im-
preffion on him, that he defired his fifter to bring
her away immediately to the lodgings of his friend
Paulinus, where he found her beauty and her con-
verfation beyond the higheft idea he had framed of
them. His friend Paulinus converted ‘her to Chri-
ftianity, and gave her the name of Fudofia. After
which the emperor pubh.cly efpoufed her, and enjoy-
ed all the happinels in his marriage which he /pro-
mifed himfelf from fuch a virtuous and learned
bride. She not only forgave the injuries which her
two brothers had done her, but raifed them to great
honours ; and by feveral works of learning, as well
as by an exemplary life, made herfelf fo dear to the
whole empire, that fhe had many flatues ereéted to
her memory, and is celebrated by the fathers of the
.church as the ornament of her fex.
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Vednefiay, September 9, 1713*.

Magni formica laborie

Ore trabit quodcungque potefl, atque addit acervo,

Duem firutt baud ignara, ac non incauta futuri.

%ﬂm’, Simul inverfum contriftat Aguarius annunr,
on ufquam provepit, et illis utitur ante

Qawﬁti\r patier_a:

Hogr. Sat. 1. L. i. ver. 335.

As the fmall ant (for fhe infiru&ls the man,

And preaches lahour) gathers all fhe can,

And brings it to increafe her heap at home,
Againit the winter, which fhe knows will come ;
But when that comes, the creeps abroad no more,
But lies at home, and feafts upon her ftore.

CREECH.

IN my laft Saturday’s paper, I fuppofed a mole~
hill inhabited by pifmires or ants te be a lively
image of the earth peopled by human creatures.
This fuppofition will not appear too forced or ftrain-
ed to thofe who are acquainted with the natural hi-
ftory of thefe little infe&s; in order to which I
fhall prefent my reader with the extra& of a letter
- upon this curious fubje&, as it was publifhed by the
members of the French academy, and fince tranflat-
ed into Englifh. I muft confefs I was never in my
life better entertained than with this narrative, whieh
is of undoubted credit and anthority.
¢ In a room next to mine, which had been empty
for a long time, there was upon a window a box
¢ full of earth, two feet deep, and fit to keep flowers
¢ in, That kind of parterre had been long uncul-
# tivated ; and therefore it was covered with old
* plaifter, and a great deal of rubbifh that fell
* No. 156, ¢ fromm
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from the top of the houle, and from the walls,
which, together with the earth formerly imbibed
with water, made ‘a’kind of dry and barren foil,
That place lying to the fouth, and out’of the
reach of the wind and rain, befides the neighbour-
hood of a granary, was a moft delightful fpot of
ground for ants ; and therefore they had made three
nefts there, without doubt for the {ame reafon
that men build cities in ‘fruitful and convenient
places, near {prings and rivers.

¢ Having 2 mind to cultivate fome flowers, T took
a view of that place, and removed a tulip out of

the garden into that box; but calting my eyes

upon the ants, continually taken up with a thou-
fand cares, very inconfiderable with refpeét to us,
but of the greateft importance for them, they ap-
peared to me more worthy of my curiofity than all
the flowers in the world. T quickly removed the
tulip, to be the admirer and reftorer of that little
commonwealth, This was the only thing they
wanted : for I:heir policy, and -the order obferved
among them, are more perfett than thofe of the
wifeft republics ; and therefore they have nothing
to fear, unlefs a new legiflator fhonld attempt to
change the form of their government.

¢ I made it my bufinefs to procure them all forts
of conveniencies. I took out of the box every
thing that might be troublefome to them ; and
frequently vifited my ants, end ftudied all their
attions. Being ufed to go to bed very late, I went
to fee them work in a moon-thiny night; and
I did frequently get up in the night, to take 2
view of their labours. I always found fome
going up and down, and very bufy. One
would think that they never fleep. Every body
knows that ants come out of their holes in the day-
time, and expofe to the fun the corn which they
keep under ground in the night. Thofe who have

¢ {feen ant hillocks, have eafily perceived thofe fmall
# heaps of corn: about their nefty. 'What furprifed

LR ST
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me at firft, was, that my ants never brought out
their corn but in the night when the moon did
fhine, and kept it under ground in the day-time ;
which was contrary to what I had feen, and faw
ftill pradtifed by thofe infeéts in other places. I
quickly found out the reafon of it. There was
a pigeon houle not far from thence. Pigeons and
birds would have eaten their corn, if they had
brought it out in the day-time. It is highly pro-
bable they knew it by experience ; and I fre.
quently found pigeons and birds in that place,
when I went to it in a morning. I quickly
delivered them from thofe robbers. I frighted
the birds away with fome pieces of paper tied to
the end of a firing over the window. As for the
pigeons, I drove them away feveral times; and
when they perceived that the place was more fre-
quented than before, they never came to it again.
‘What is moft admirable, and what I could hardly
believe, if I did not know it by experience, is,
that thofe ants knew fome days after that they
had nothing to fear, and began to lay out their
corn in the fun. However, 1 perceived they were
not fully convinced of being out of all danger:
for they durft not bring out their provifions all at
once, but by degrees; firft in a fmall quantity,
and without any great order, that they might
quickly carry them away in cafe of any misfor-
tune, watching, and looking every way ; at laft,
being perfuaded that they had nothing to fear,
they brought out all their corn almoft every day,
and in good order, and carried it in at night
 There is a ftrait hole in every ant’s neft, about
half an inch deep ; and then it goes down floping
into a place where they have their magazine ;
which I take to be a different place from that
where they reft and eat: for it is highly “impro-
bable, that an ant, which is a very cleanly infe&,
and throws out of her neft all the fmall rémains
of the corn on which fhe feeds, as I have obferved
: ‘¢ @ thouland
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‘a thoufand times, would fill up their magazine,

and mix her corn with dirt and ordure,

¢ The corn that is laid up by ants, would fhoot
under ground, if thole infe@s did not take care to
prevent it. They bite off all the buds before they
lay it up; and therefore the corn that has lain in
their nefts, will prodace nothing. Any one may
eafily make this experiment, and even plainly fee
that there is no bud in their corn. But though
the bud be bitten off, there remains another incon-
venience, that corn muft needs {well and rot under
ground ; and therefore it could be of no ufe for
the nouritfhment of ants. Thofe infefts prevent
that inconvenience by their labour and induftry,
and contrive the matter fo, that corn will keep as
dry in their nefts as in our granaries.

¢ They gather many {mall particles of dry earth,
which they bring every day out of their holes, and
place them round to heat them im the fun. Every
ant brings a fmall particle of that earth in her
pincers, lays it up by the hole, and then goes and
fetches another. Thus, in lefs than a quarter of
an hour one may fee a vaft number of fuch fmall
particles of dry earth heaped up round the hole.
They lay their com under ground upon that earth,
and cover it with the fame. They perform this
work almoft every day, during the heat of the
fun: and though the fun went from the window
about three or four o’clock in the afternoon, they
did not remove their corn and their particles of
earth, becaufe the ground was very hot, until the
heat was over.

¢ If any one fhould think that thofe animals

L1
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fhould ufe fand, or fmall particles of brick or ftone,
rather than take fo much pains about dry earth;
I anfwer, that upon fuch an occafion, nothing can
be more proper than earth heated in the fun. Corn
does not keep upon fand. Befides, a grain of corn
that is cut, being deprived of its bud, would be
filled with fmall fandy particles that could not

L1 ea{i]r

s



€

R T

L4
<

~

L3

€

n
..o~

-~

‘.

-

€

-

L1
L1
€
114
(13

111
13
€
L
(13
<
<

4
<
113

L1
L1
(13
L
b

<

(13
3

Lo

My GUARDIAN

eafily come out. To which I add, that fand con+
fifts of fuch fmall particles; that an aat could not
take them up one after another; and therefore
thofe infeéts are feldom to be feen near rivers, or: *
in a very fandy ground.

« As for the {fmall particles of brick or ftone, the
lealt moiftnefs would join them together, and turn
them into a kind of maftie, which thofe infeéts
could not divide. Thofe particles. flicking toge-
ther could not come out of an ant’s neft, and would
{poil its fymmetry.

“ When ants have brought out thofe particles of
carth, they bring out their corn after the fame
manner, and place it round the earth. Thus
one may fee two heaps furrounding their hole,
one of dry earth, and the other of corn ; and then
they fetch out a remainder of dry earth, on which
doubtlefs their corn was laid.

¢ Thofe infeés never go about this work but when
the weather i5 clear, and the fun very hot. I ob-
ferved, that thofe little animals having one day
brought out their corn at eleven o’clock in the
forenoon, removed it, againft their ufual cuftom,
before one in the afterncon. The fun being very
hot, and fky very clear, I could perceive no rea-
fon for it. But, half an hour after, the fky began
to be overcaft, and there fell 2 fmall rain, which
the ants forefaw ; whereas the Milan almanaclc
had foretold there would be no rain upon that
day.

¢ 1 have faid before, that thofe ants which I did
fo particularly confider, fetched their corn out of
a garret. I went very frequently into that garret.
There was fome old corn 1n it ; and becaufe every
grain was not alike, I obferved that they chofe the

 bett.

¢ I know, by feveral experiments, that thofe lit-
tle’animals take great care to provide themfelves
with wheat when they can find it, and always pick
out the beft; but they can make fhift withc{::rthit.

€R
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When they can get no wheat, they take rye, oats,
mlllet, and even crumbs of bread; but feldom any
barley, unlefs it be in a time of great fearcity, and

' when nothing elfe can be had.

s Being willing to be more particularly informed

- of their forecaft and mduﬁry, I puta fmall- heap

of wheat in a corner ofthe room where they kept;
and, to prevent their fetching corn out of the gar-
ret, [ thut up the window, aud ftopped all the holes.
ijugh ants are very knowing, 1 do not take them
to be conjurers yand therefore they could not guefs
that I had put fome corn in that room. I per-
ceived for feveral days, that they were very nuich
perplexed, and went a great way to fetch their
provifions. I was not willing for fome time to
make them more eafy ;: for I had -a mind to
know, whether they would at lait find out the

-n;eafure, and fee it at a great diftance ; and whe-
ther fmelling enabled them to know v.hat is good
for their nourifhment. Thus they were fome time

in great trouble, -and took a great deal of ‘pains.
They went up and down a great way, looking out
for fome grains'of corn. They were fometimes

- difappointed, and fometimes they did not like their
corn. After many long and .painful excurfions,

what appeared to me ‘wonderful, was, that none
of them came home without bringing fomrething :
One brought a grain of wheat; another a grdin of
Tye or oats, or a particle of d.ry earth, if (he could
get nothing elfe.

¢ The window upon which thofe ants had made
their fettlement, looked into a garden, and was
two ftories high. Some went to the farther end
of the garden, others to-the fifth flory, in queft

of fome corn. It was a very hard journey for

them, efpecially when they came homee loaded with
a pretty large grain of corn, which muft needs be
a heavy burden for an ant, and as much as fhe
can bear. The bringing of that grain from the
middle of the garden £0 the neft, took up four
Vor. IV, R T “ hours;'
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hours; wheteby one may judge of the firength aud
prodigious labour of thofe little animals. Itappears
from thence, that an ant works as hard as a man,
who fhould carry a very heavy load on his fhoul-
ders almoft every day for the fpace of four leagues.
It is true, thofe infeéts do not-take fo much pains
upon a flat ground; but then how great is the
hardfhip of a poor ant, when fhe carries a grain of
corn to the {econd ftory, climbing up a wall with
her head downwards, and her backfide upwazds ?
None can have a true notion of it, unlefs they fee
thofé little animals at work in fuch a fituation.
The frequent ftops they make in the moft conve-
nient places, are a plain indication of their weari-
nels. Some of them were ftrangely perplexed,
and could not get to their journey’s end. Infuch
a cafe, the flrongeft ants, or thoefe that are not fo
weary, having carried their corn to their nefts,
came down again to help them. Some are fo un-
fortunate as to fall down with" their load, when
they are almoft come home. When this happens,
they feldom lofe their corn; but carry'it up again.
« I faw one of the fmalleft carrying a large grain
of wheat with incredible pains. When fthe came
to the hox where the neft was, fhe made fo much
hafte that {he fell down with her load, after a very
laborious march. Such an unlucky accident would
have vexed a philofopher. T went down, and
found her with the fame corn in her paws. She
was ready to climb up again Thc fame misfor-
tune ha.pp..ned to her three times. - Sometimes fhe
fell in the middle of her way, and fometimes hlgh-
er ; but fhe never let go her hold, and was not dif-
couraged, At laft her ftrength failed her. She
ftopt ; and another ant helped her to carry her load,
which was ‘one of the largeft and fineft grains of
wheat that an ant can carry. It happens fome-
times, that a corn flips out of their paws when
they are climbing up. They take hold of it again,
when they can ﬁnd it ; otherwife they look for
¢ another,
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¢ auother, or take fomething elfe, being athamed to
“ return to their neft without bringing fomething.
¢ This I have experimented, by taking away the
¢ grain which they looked for. All thofe experi-
‘* ments may eafily be made by any one that has pa-
“ tience enough. They do not require fo great a
¢ patience as that of ants; but few people are ca-
*¢ pable of it.

Thurfday, September 10, 1713 *.

Go to the ant thou fluggard ; confider her ways,
and be wife,
Prov. vi. 6.

IT has been obferved by writers of morzlity, that
in order to qulck.en human mduﬂry, providence
has fo contrived it, that our daily food is not to be -
procured w1thout much pains and labour. The
chace of birds and beafts, the feveral arts of fithing,
with all the different kinds of agriculture, are ne-
ceffary feenes of bufinefs, and give employment to
the greateft part of mankind. If we look iuto the
brute creation, we find all its individuals engaged in
2 painful and laborious way of life, to procure a ne-
ceflary fubfiftence for themfelves, or thofe that grow
up under them: the prefervation of their being is the
whole bufinels of it. Ap- idle man is therefore a
kind of monfter in the creation. All nature is bufy
about him ;: every animal he fees, reproaches him,
Let fuch a man, who lies as a burden or dead weight
upon the fpecies, and contributes nothing either to
the richeg of the commonwealth, or to the mainte-
nance of himfelf and family, eonfider that inflin&
with which providence has endowed the ant, and by
which is exhibited an example of induftry to ration-
#l creatures, ‘This is fet forth under many furprif.

*. No. 157, Rra2 ing
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ing mﬁances in the paper of | ei‘da_y, and 'inthe
conclufion of that' narratrve, tich is as follows.
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“ Thus'my. ants were forced to make fliife for a
livelihood, when I had fhut up t;he garret bu.t of
which they ufed to fetch ‘their provifions: ‘At
laft; being fenfible that it'would 'be”a"long - time
before they could difcover the fmall heap ‘of éorn
which I had laid up for them, I refo‘h’e& ‘to' fhew
it to them.

‘¢ In order to know. how far their mduﬁry could
reach,. I contrived an expedicat, which had good
ﬁ.ccei', 'The thing will appear incredible to thofe
who never confidered, that all animals of the fame

‘kind, which form a fociety, are more Lnowmg

i othen) PR BR ‘the’ Iargeft ants, and
threw her upon that fmall heap” ofg ‘wheat. She
was 1o gla.d to find herfelf at llberty, that the ran
away to her neft, without carrying off 2 grain.
But fhe obferved it: for an hour after, ‘alf my ‘ants
had notice given them of fuch d provifion 5 'and I
faw moft ‘of them very bufy in-carfying’ away the
cornt T Had Jaid up in the room. T leave it'toyou
to Jndge, whether it may ‘not be' faid, ‘that'they
have *a ‘particnlar ‘way of communicating their
knowledge to one another; for othérwife how
could they know, one 'er two hours after, that
there "was corn in, that' place? It wds ‘quickly
exhaufted: and T put in more, but in a fmall
quanfity, to.know thetrue extent of their appe~
tite, or their prodlgmus avarice ; for 1 make no
doubt but they lay up provifions againft the win-
ter. -We read it in holy feripture: ‘a ‘thoufand
experiments teach us the fame ; and I do not be-
lieve’ that any ‘experimeént has br:en made that
{hews' the contrary.
& Thve faid before, that there were ‘three ants
nefts i that box or parterre ; which formed, if I
may fay’ fo, three different cities; governed by
the famé Jaws, and obferving the fame order; and
the [ame ‘cultoms. Howcvm', there was this dif-
L ference,
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seifckence, that thednhabitants of oneof thole holes
“.feemed to'be Aidre knowinyg and induftrions than
stothieir reighbots, - 'The aats of that neft were dif-

€ pofed in 2 better-order; their corn was ﬁnﬂr;-?ﬁhey

¢ had a greater plenty of provifious 3 their neft' was

#¢ furnithed with more inhahitants ; ‘and they weré

- bxgger and firongeri’ Tt was. thie'principal and the
“gapital neft.  Nay, I eblerved; that thofe ants

“.were diftinguithed from the relt, and had fome

""pre.emmenctr ovidr: themi s

au4 Though the ‘box full of ea;:th where thoams

. * had mde their fettlemént was gmaﬂy free from

#! yain 3 yet it Tained fometimies upon it when 2 eer-

. ¢ tain wmd blew. It was a great inconvenience for

“ ghofe infeds. 1 -Ants ares afraid ~0F ‘water ; ‘and
#¢ whenthey go’ a frbcat way in queflt of: prowhnns,
‘¢rand are {urprifed by thevraing they ihélter -them-
#¢cfelves under fome tile;: orfomething elfe, and-do
#¢onot come ont till the rain is.overs ) The' ants of
#¢1the principal neft found out a wonderful expedient
#:to keep out the rain. . There was a fmall piece of
¢ gflat flate: which they laid over:ithe hole of their
#Sineft in the day-time, when they forefaw it wonld
“¢otain ; and almoft every night; above fifty of thofe
#¢:little:animals,. efpecially the firongeft, furrounded
“¢that piece of {late, and drew it equally in a won="_
“ derful order. Tliey removed it in'the morning ; v
- andaiothing ‘could be more. curions than to fee
4 thofe little animals about fuch a work. Theyhad
¢ made the 'ground uneven aboiit-their neft ; info-
¢¢ much that the flate:'did not 1ié: flat upon it, but
#uleft a free paflage underneath. -~The apts of' the
¢ two other nefts.did not fo well fucceed in keeping
s¢rout the rain. . They laid over théir holes feveral
4. pieces of ‘old and dry plafter; one upon the other;
# but they weretill troubled with the rain : and
+4¢ the mext day they took a world of: pains to Tepair
#¢ the damage. - Hence it is, that thofe infeéts are fo
# frequently found under tiles, where they fettle
# ‘themfelves: to mvoid the raig.:  Their nefts are at

. (13 au
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all times. covered with thefe tiles, without any
incumbrance ; and they lay out their ‘corn ‘and
their dry eacth in the fun about the. tiles, as one
may fee, every day. I took. care to cover the
two ants nefts that were troubled with the rain.
As for the capital neft, there was no need of exer-

¢ cifing my charity towards 1t

14 M. de la Loubere fays, in his relation of. Sxam,

&E

&

that in a certain part of that kingdom, whichlies
open to great inundations, all the ants make their
fettlement upon trees. No ants nefls are to be feen

¢ any where elfe. 1 need not infert here what: that
¢ author fays about thole; mfe&s You may fee ]113

relation. "

¢ Heve follows a curious expenment whlch |
made npon the fame ground where I had three
ants nefts. [ undertook to makea fourth, and
went about in the foilowing manner. Ina cor- |
ner of a kind of terrafs, at 2 confiderable diftance
from the box, I found a hole fwarming with: ants
much larger than all thofe I had already feen; but
they were not fo well provided with corn, norun-
der fo good a government. 1 made a hole in the
box like that of an ant’s neft, and laid as. it were
the foundations of a new city, Afterwards I got
as many ants as I could out of the neft in:the
terrafs, and put them into a bottle to give them a
new habitation in my box; and -becanfe I was
afraid they would return to the terrafs, I deitroy-

" ed their old neft, pouring boiling water into the

hole, to kill thofe ants that remained in it. In
the next place, I filled the new hole with the ants
that were in the bottle ; but none of them would
ftay in it. They went away in lefs than two
hours ; which made me believe that it was impof-
fible to make a fourth fettlement in my box.
¢ Two or three days after, going accidentally
over the terras, I'was much furpried to 'fee the
ants neft which I had deftroyed, very artfully re-
paired.. I szefolved then to deftroy it entirely,
£ Eﬂd
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and to fettle thofe ants in my box. Ta fucceed in
my defign, 1 put fome gunpowder and brimftone
into their hole, and fprung a mine, whereby the
whol€ neft was overthrown ; ; and then I carried
as many ants as I could get into the place which
I defigned for them. Tt happened to be a very
rainy day, and it rained all night; and therefore
they remained in the new hole ail that time. In
the morning, when the rain was over, moft of them.
went away to repair their old habitation; but

finding it impraéticable by reafon of the fmell of

the powder and brimftone, which kills them, they

‘came back again, and fettled in the place I had

appointed for them. They quickly grew acquaint-
ed with their neighbouts, and received from them
all manner of affiftance out of their holes. As
for the infide of their neft, none but themfelves
were concerned in it, according to the inviolable
laws eftablifbed among thofe animals.

¢ An ant never goes into any other neft but her
own; and if fhe Emuld venture to do it, fhe would
be turned out and feverely punifhed. I have often
taken an ant out of one nefl to put her into another;
but fhe quickly came out, being warmly purfued
by two or three other ants. 1 tried the fame ex-
periments feveral times with the fame ant; but
at laft the other ants grew impatient, and tore hec
to pieces. I have often frighted fome ants with
my fingers, and purfued them as far as another
hole, ftopping all the paffages to prevent their go-
ing to their own mneft. It was very natnral for
them to fly into the next hole. Many a man
would not be fo cautious, and would throw him-
felf out of the windows, or into a well, if he
were purfued by aflaffins. But the ants I am
{peaking of avoided going into any other hole but
their own, and rather tried all other ways of mak-
ing their efcape. They mnever fled into another
neft but at the laft extremity; and fometimes
chofe rather to be taken, as I have often experienced.

iy



20 - . GUARDEAN

€
“
“
«
>

[13
&c
“

L1
»
£
6
13
€
“@
&t
€
[
&

S

. €

(11
113

(13
(13
(13
e
13
[
“
111
€
L1
117
(1
(43
€
&
13

-

Tt is. therefore. an inviolable cuftom among thefe
-infedts not to go into any other hole but their own.
. They donot exercife hofpitality ; butthey are yery

ready to- hell)- one another out.ef their holes.

They put down their loalls /at.the entrance of a.
ne1ghbour1 ng neﬁ 3 and'thofe that dive in it c,'m'y-

em in.’ z

¢ They keep up a fort of trade among themfelvea-
And it is not true that thofe infedts are not for-

lending. I know the contrary : they lend their
corn; they make exchanges; they are always

ready to ferve one another ; and I can aflure you;:

that more time and patience would have enabled

me to obferve-a tlioufand things more curious and-
wonderful than what I have mentioned. Forin-

ftance, how. they lend and | recover-their loans;
whether it be in the fame quantity, or with ufury ;
whether they pay the flrangers that work. for
them, &e. 1'do not think it impoflible to-examine
all-thofe things 3. and it would be a great cun_oﬁty
to know by what maxims; they govern themfelves :

perhaps {uch & Lumuedga nght be of fome ufe

S o us.

¢ They are. rwq:r attacked by any enemies in a
body, as it iis reported of -bees. . Their only fear
p‘mc:eds-;_ﬁrbm birds, which fometimes eat their
corn when théy lay it outin the fun; but:they
keep it under ground when they are afraid of
thieves. Itis faid that fo;me birds eat them; but

¢ I never faw any inftance of it.  They are zlfo in-

fefted by {fmall worms; but they turn them out

and k;ll them. I obferved, that they pnmﬂ‘led'

thofe ants which probably had been wanting to
their duty. NNay, fometimes they killed them 5
which they did in the following manner. Three
or four ants fell upon one, and pulled her feveral
ways till fhe was tornin pieces. Generally fpeak-

ing, they live very quietly :* from whence I infer
that  they have a very fevere difcipline among

themfelves to keep fo good an order ; or that they «

33 ars
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** are great lovers of peace, if they have no occa-

fion for any difcipline.

“ Woas there ever greater union in any common-
wealth? Every thing is common among them,
which is not to be feen any where elfe. Bees, of
which we are told fo many wonderful things, have
each of them a hole in their hives ; their honey
is their own ; every bee minds her own concerns.

The fame may be faid ‘of all others animals ; they
frequently fight to deprive one another of their
portion. It is not fo with ants. They have no-
thing of their own : 2 grain of corn which an ant
carries home, is depofited in a common ftock ; it
is not defigned for her own ufe, but for the whole
community; there is no diftin&tion between a pri-
vate and a common intereft ; an ant never works
for herfelf, but for the fociety.

“ Whatever misfortune happens to them, their
care and induftry find out a remedy for it: no=
thing difcourages them. If you deftroy their
nefts, they will be repaired in two days. Any
body may eafily fee how difficult it is to drive
them out of their habitations, without deftroying
the inhabitants ; for as long as there are any left,
they will maintain their ground.

¢ I had almoft forgot to tell you, Sir, that mer-
cury has hitherto proved a mortal poifon for them,
and that it is the moft effeftual way of deftroying
thofe infeéts. I can do fomething for them in this
cafe : perhaps you will hear in a little time that I

¢ have reconciled them to mercury.”

Vor Y, ST
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Friday, September 11, 1713%,

Guoffius bec Rhadamantbus habet duriffima regna s
Ccy?:ga:gne, auditque delos ; fzx&;gatgw ﬁzten
Qua quis apud [uperos, furto letatus inani,
- Dyflulst in feram comm ﬂ:‘z piacula moriem.
Vire. Zn. 6. ver. 566.

Thefe are the realms of unrelentin te;

And awful Rhadamanthus rules the

He hears and judges each committed cere,

Inquires into the manner, place, and time:

The confcious wretch muft all his aé&s reveal,

Loath to cenfels, unable to conceal,

From the firt moment of his vital breath

To the laft hour of unrepenting death.
DRYDEN.

I WAS yefterday purfuing the hint which I men.

tioned in my laft paper, and comparing together
the induftry of man with that of other creatures; in
which I could not but obferve, that notwithftanding
we are obliged by duty to keep ourfelves in conftant
employ, after the fame manner as inferior animals
are prompted to it by inftinét, we fall very fhort of
them in this particular. We are here the more in-
excufable, becaufe there is a greater variety of bufi-
nefs to which we may apply ourfelves, ~ Reafon
opens to us a large field of affairs, which other crea-
tures are not capable of. Beafts of prey, and I be-
lieve of all other kinds, in their natural ftate of be-
ing, divide their time between aéion and reft, They
are always at work or afeep. Infhort, their waking
hours are wholly taken up in feelﬂng after their

food, or in confuming it. The human fpecies only,
* No. 158, to
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to the great reproach of our natures, are filled with
complaints, that ¢ the day hangs heavy on them ;”
that ¢ they do not kunow what to do with themfelves ;’
¢ that ¢ they are at a lofs how to pafs away their
 time ;” with many of the like fthameful mur-
murs, which we often find in the mouths of thofe
who are ftiled reafonable beings. How monfirous
are fuch expreffions among creatures who have the
labours of the mind, as well as thofe of the bedy,
to furnith them with proper employments ; who,
befides the bufinefs of their proper callings and pro-
feflions, can apply themfelves to the duties of re-
ligion, to meditation, to the reading of ufeful books,
to, difconrfe; in a word, who may exercife them-
felves in the unbounded purfuits of knowledge and
virtue, and every hour of their lives make themiclves
wifer or better than they were before?

After having been taken up for fome time in this
courfe of thought, I diverted myfelf with a book, -
according to my ufual cuftom, in order to unbend
my mind before I went to fleep. The book I made
ufe of-on this occafion was Lucian ; where I am-
ufed my thoughts for about an hour among the dia=
logues of the dead ; which in all probability pros
duced the following d:eam

I was conveyed, methought, into the entrance of
the infernal regions ; where 1 faw Rhadama.nthus,
one of the judges of the dead, feated in his tribunal.
On his left hand ftood the kmaper of Erebus; on his
right the keeper of Elyfium. I was told he fat up-
on women that day ; there being feveral of the fex
lately arrived, who had not yet their manfions affign-
ed them. I was furprifed to hear him afk every
one of them the fame queftion, namely, * What they
had been doing 2 Upon this queftion being propofed
to the whole affembly, they ftared one upon another,
as not knowing what to anfwer. He then inter-
rogated each of them feperately. ¢ Madam,” fays
he, to the firft of them, ** you have been upon the
‘¢ earth about fifty years: what have you peen do-

Sfa ing
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* ing there all this while? Doing,” fays fhe;” really
¢t I donotknow whatI have been doing:1defire I may
¢ have time given me to recollect.”” After about half
an hour’s paufe, fhe told him, that fhe had been play-
ing at crimp. Upon which Rhadamanthus beckoned
to the keeper on his'left hand, to take her into cuf-
tody. “ And you, Madam,” fays the judge,* that
“ look with fuch 2 foft and languifhlng air; I think
¢ you fet out for this place in your nine-and-twen-
“ tieth year: what have you been doing all this
¢ while?” ¢TI had a great deal of bufinefs on my
¢ hands,” fays fhe ; being taken up the firft twelve
¢ yearsof my life in drefling a jointed baby, and all
¢ the remainin%part of it in reading plays and ro-
“ mances.” ¢ Very well,”” fays he, * you have em-
¢ ployed your time to good purpofe. Away with
“ her.” The next was a plain country-woman.
“ Well, Mifirefs,” fays Rhadamanthus, * and what
“ have you been doing?” ¢An’t pleafe your wor-
‘¢ fhip,” fays fhe, * I did not live quite forty years;
“ and in that time brought my hufband feven daugh-
ters, made him nine thoufand cheefes, and left
“ my eldeft girl with him, to look after his houfe
* in my abfence ; and who, I may venture to fay,
¢ is as pretty a houfew:.fe as any in the country.”
Rhadamanthus {fmiled at the fimplicity of the good
woman, and ordered the keeper of Elyfium to take
her into his care. ¢ Andyou, fair Lady,” fays he,
¢ what have you been doing .thefe five and thirty
“ years 2 ¢ 1 have been doing no' hurt, I aflure
¢ you Sir,” faid fhe. ¢ That is well,” faid he;
¢ but what good have you been doing?” The Lady
vwas in great confufion at this queftion ; 2ad not know-
ing what to anfwer, the two keepers leaped out to
feize her at the fame time. The one took her by
the hand to convey her to Elyfium; the other caught
hold of her to carry her away to Erebus. But Rha-
damanthus obferving an ingenious modefty in her
countenance and behaviour, bid them both let her

loofe; and fet her afide for a re-examination when
he

11
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Re was more at leifure. An old woman, of a proud
and four look, prefented herfelf next at the bar;
and being afled what fhe had been doing ? ¢ Truly,”
fays fhe, “ I lived threelcore and ten years in a
‘¢ very wicked world, and was fo angry at the be-
‘¢ haviour of a parcel of young flirts, that I pafled
‘“ moft of my laft years in condemning the follies of
* the times. I was every day blaming the filly con-
¢ dut of people about me, in order to deter thofe I
‘¢ converfed with from falling into the like errors
“ and mifcarriages.” ¢ Very well,” fays Rhada-
manthus ; * butdid you keep the fame watchful eye
¢ over your own actions ?" ¢ Why truly,” fays fhe, ¥

. % was fo taken up with publithing the faults of others,
" ¢ that I had no time to confider my own.” ¢ Madam,”

fays Rhadamanthus, * be pleafed to file off to the
¢ left, and make room for the venerable matron

¢ that ftands behind you.” ¢ Old gentlewoma.n,"'

- fays he, “1I think you are fourfcore. You have

¢ heard the queftion ; What have you been doing
¢ fo long in the world ?” Ah, Sir!” fays the, “ I

“ have been doing what I fhould not have done;

¢ ‘but I had made a firm refolution to have changed
¢ my life, if I had not been fnatched off by an un-
¢ timely end.”” ¢ Madam,” fays he, ¢ you will
pleafe to follow your leader.” And {pying another
of the fame age, interrogated her in the fame form.
To which the matron replied, ¢ I have been the wife
*“ of a hufband who was as dear to me in his old age
‘¢ as in his youth. I have been a mother, and very
¢ happy in my children, whom I endeavoured to
¢ bring up in every thing that is good. My eldeit
¢ fon is bleffed by the poor, and beloved by every
‘“ one that knows him. I lived within my own fa-
“ mily, and left it much more wealthy than I found
¢ it.”” Rhadamanthus, who knew the value of the
old lady, fmiled upon her in fuch a manner, that
the keeper of Elyfium, who knew his office, reach~
ed out his hand to her. He no {ooner touched her,
but her wrinkles vanifhed, her eyes fparkled, her
G cheeks
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cheeks glowed with bluthes, and fhe appeared in full
bloom and beauty. A young woman obferving, that
this officer, who conduéted the happy to Elyfium,
was fo great a beautifier, longed to be in his hands ;
fo that prefling through the croud, fhe was the next
that appeared at the “bar, And being alked what
fhe Had been doing the five and twenty years that
{he had paffed in the world? “ T have endeavoured,”
fays fhe, * ever fince 1 came to years of difcretion,
“ to make myfelf lovely, and gain admirers. In
order to it, I paflfed my time in bottling up May-
dew, inventing white-wathes, mixing colours, cut-
ting out patches, confulting my glals, fuiting my
complexion, tearing off my tucker, finking my
“ ftays.” Rhadamanthus, without hearing her
out, gave the fign to take her off.  Upon the approach
of the keeper of Erebus, her colour faded, her face
was puckered up with wrinkles, and her whole per-
fon loft in deformity.

I was then furprifed with a diftant’ found of a
whole troop of females, that came forward, laughing,
finging and dancing. 1 was very defirous to know
the reception they would meet with ; and' withal was
very apprehenfive, that Rhadamanahus would fpoeil
their mirth : but at their nearer approach, the noife
grew fo very great, that it awakened me.

T lay fome time reflefting in myfelf on the oddnefs
of this dream, and could not forbear afking my own
heart what I was doing ? I anfwered myfelf, that T
was writing Guardians. If my readers make as good
a ufe of this work as I defign they fhould, T hope it
will never be imputed to me as work that is vain
and ‘unprofitable.

I iliall conclude this paper with recommending to
them the fame fhort feli-examination. If every one
of them frequently lays his hand upon his heart, and
confiders what he is doing, it will check him in all
the idle, or, what is worfe, the vitious moments of
life, lift up his mind, when it is running on in 2
feries of indifferent a&tions, and encourage him when

he
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le is engaged in thofe which are virtuous aud laud-
able; ina word, it will very much alleviate that
guilt which the heft of men have reafon to acknow-
ledge in their daily confeffions, of leaving undone thofe
things which they ought to have done, and of doing
thofe things which they ought not to havedone.

T e

Saturday, September 12, 1713 *.

Prafens vel imo tollere de gradu
Mortale corpus, vel fuperbos
Vertere funeribus triumphos.
Hor. Od. 35. L. 1. ver. 2.

Whofe force is ftrong, and quick to raife
The loweft to the higheft place;

Or with a wondrous fall

To bring the hanghty lower,
And turn proud triumphs to a funeral.

CREECH.
Sir.

AVING read over your paper of Tuefday

laft, in which you recommend the purfuits

of wifdom and knowledge to thofe of the fair fex,

who have much time lying upon therr hands; and

among other motives, make ufe of this, That feveral

women, thus accomplifhed, have raifed themfelves

by it to confiderable pofts of honour and fortune ; I

fhall beg leave to give you an inftance of this kind,

which many now living can teftify the trath of, and
which I can aflure you as matter of faét.

About twelve years ago, 1 was familiary acquaint-
ed with a gentleman, who was in a poft that brought
him a yearly revenue fufficient to live very hand-
fomely upon. He had a wife, and no child but 2

* No. 159. daughter ;
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daughter ; whom he bred up, as I thought, too higl
for one that could expect no other fortune than fuch
a one as her father conld raife out of the income of
his place; which, as they managed it, was fcarce
fufficient for their ordinary expences. Mifs Betty
had always the beft fort of clothes, and was hardly

allowed to keep company but with thofe above her
rank ; fo that it was no wonder fhe grew proud and
haughty towards thofe fhe looked upon as her infe-
riours. There lived by them a barber, who had 2
danghter about Mifs’s age, that could fpeak French,
had read feveral books at her leifure hours, and was
a perfett miftrels of her needle, and in all kinds of
female manufature. She was at the fame time a
pretty, modeft, witty girl. She was hired to come
to Mifs an hour or two every day, to talk French
with her, and teach her to work: but Mifs always
treated her with great contempt; and when Molly
gave her any advice, rejedted it with fcorn.

About the fame time, feveral young fellows made
their addreffes to Mifs Betty, who had indeed a
great deal of wit and beauty, had they not been in-
fefted with fo much vanity and felf-conceit. Among
the reft was a plain, fober young man, who loved
her almoft to diftrattion.. His paffion was the com-
mon talk of the neighbourhood, who ufed to be
often difeourfing of Mr. T ’s angel; for that
was the name he always gave her in ordinary con-
verfation. As his circumftances were very indif-
ferent, he being a younger brother, Mrs. Betty re-
jeted him with difdain : infomuch that the young
man, as is ufual among thofe who are croffed in love,
put himfelf aboard the fleet, with a refolution to feek
his fortune, and forget his miftrels. This was very
happy for him ; for in a very few years, being con-
cerned in feveral captures, he brought home with
him an eftate of about twelve thoufand pounds.

Mean while days and years went on. Mifs lived
high, and learned but little; moft of her time being
employed in reading plays, and pradtifing to dance’ 3

in
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“in which fhe arrived at great perfedion: when of 2
_fudden, at a change of miniftry, her father loft his

place, and was forced to leave London, where he
could no longer live upon the foot he had formerly
done. Not many years after, I was told the poor
gentleman was dead, and had left his widow and
daughter in a very defolate condition ; but.I could
not learn where to find them, though I made what
inquiry I could. And I muft own 1 immediately
fufpeéted their pride would not fuffer them to be
{een or relieved by any of their former acquaintance.
I had left inquiring after them for fome years; when
I happened, not long ago, as I was afking at a houfe

-fora gentleman 1 had fome bufinefs with, to be led

into a parlour by a handfome young woman, who, I
prefently fancied, was that' very daughter I had fo
long fought in vaini My fufpicion increafed, when
I obferved her to blufh at the fight of me, and to a-
void, as much as poflible, looking upon or fpeaking
to me. ¢ Madam,” faid I, ¢ 'are not you Mrs.
¢ fuch a one ?”” At which words the tears ran down
her cheeks, and the would fain have retired without
giving me an anfwer; but I ftopped her, and' being
to wait a while for the gentleman T was to {peak to,
1 refolved not to lofe this epportunity of fatisfying
my curiofity. I could not well difcern by her drels,
which was genteel, though not fine, whether fhe was

the miftrefs of the houfe, or only a fervant. But

{uppofing her to be the firff; ¢ T am g]'\d Madam,”
faid I, ¢ after having long inquired after you, to
£t have fo happily met with _}'ou,, and 4o find you
¢ miftrels of fo fine @ place.” Thefe words were
like to have fpoiled all ; and threw her into fuch a
diforder, 'that it was fome time before'{he could re-
cover herfelf. But as foon as the was able to fpeak ;
¢ Sir,” faid fhe, ¢ you are miftaken; T am Dbut 2
¢ fervant.” Her voice fell in thefe laft words; and
fhe burft againa into tears. I was forry to have oc-
cafioned in her fo much grief and confufion; and faid
what Icould’ to-comfort her. * Alas, Sir,” faid

NMorL, TV. st ﬁle’
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fhe, ¢« my condition is much better than I deferve.
¢¢ T have the kindeft and beft of women for my mif-
¢ trefs. She is wife to the geatleman you come to
¢ {peak withal: You know her very well, and have
¢ often feen her with me.” To make my ftory fhort,
I found that my late friend’s daughter was now a
fervant to the barber’s daughter whom fhe had for-
merly treated fo difdainfully., The gentleman at
whole houfe I now was, fell in love with Moll; and,
being mafter of a great fortune, married her, and
lives with her as happily, and as much to his fatif-
faction, as he could defire. He treats her with all
the friend(hip and refpe& pofiible, but not with more
than her behaviour and good qualities deferve. And
it was with a great deal of pleafure I heard her maid
dwell {o long upon her commendation. She inform-
ed me, that after her father’s death, her mother and
the lived for a while together in great poverty : But
her mother’s {pirit could not bear the thoughts of
afking relief of any of her own or her hufband’s ac-
quaintance; fo that they retired from all their friends,
till they were providentially difcovered by this new-
married woman, who heaped on them favours upon
favours. Her mother died fhortly after, who, while
fhe lived, was better pleafed to fee her daughter a
beggar than a {ervant; but being freed by her death,
the was taken into this gentlewoman’s family, where
the now lived, though much mere like a friend or a
companion, than like a fervant.

I went horm. full of this ftrange adventure; and
about a week after, chaneing to be in company with
Me T. the rejected lover, whom I mentioned in the
beginning of my letter, I told him the whole flory
of his angel, not gueftioning but he would feel on
this occafion the ufual pleafures of a refenting lover,
when he hears thar Fortuné has avenged him of the
cruelty of his miftrefs. As I was recounting to him
at large thefe feveral particulars, I obferved that he
covered his face with his hand, and that his breaft
heaved as though it would have burfted; which I

took
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took at firft to have been a fit of laughter ; but upon
lifting up his head, I faw his eyes all red with weep-
ing. He forced a fmile at the end of my ftory; and
we parted. -

About a fortnight after, I received from him the
following letter.

¢ DEAR SIR,

“ I AM infinitely obliged to you for bringing me

news of my angel. I have fince married her;
and think the low circumftances (he was reduced
to a piece of good luck to both of us, fince it has
quite removed that little pride and vanity, which
‘¢ was the only part of her charatier that I difliked,
and given me an opportunity of fhewing her the
“ conftant and fincere affe@tion which 1 profefled to
“ her in the time of her profperity.

“ Yours, R. Ty

Monday, September 14, 1713 *,

Solventur rifu tabule, tu myffus abibis.
Hor. Sat. i. 1. 2. v. ult.

IMITATED.

My Lords the Judges laugh, and your’re difmifs'd.
PorE:

ROM writing the hiftory of lions, Ilately went

off to that of ants ; but to my great furprife, I

find that fome of my good readers hawe taken this
. laft to be a work of invention, which was only a
. plain narrative of matter of fa&t. They will feveral
of them have it, that my laft Thurfday and Friday’s
papers are full of concealed fatire ; and that I have
* No. 160, Tt attacked
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attacked people in the fhape of pifmires, whom I
durit not'meddle with in the fhape of men. I muft
confefs that I write with fear and trembling ever
fince that ingenious perfon the Examner, in his
Little pamphlet, which was 4o make way for one of
his following papers, found out treafon in the word
expeti.

But T fhall for the future leave my friend t6 ma-
nage the controverfy in a feparate work, being un-
willing to fill with difputes a paper which was un-
dertaken purely out of good-will to my countrymen.
I muft therefore declare, that thofe jealoufies and
fufpicions which have been raifed in fome weak
minds by means of the two above-mentioned dif-
courfes concerning ‘ants or pifmires, are altogether

groundlefs. There is not an emmet in all that

whole narrative who is either Whig or Tory ; and
T conld heartily wilh that the individuals of all par-
ties among us had the good of their country at hearr,
and endeavoured to advance it by the fame fpirit of
frugality, junftice, and mutual’ benevolence, as are
vifibly exercifed by members of thofe little common-
wealths.

After this fhort preface, I fhall lay before  my
reader a letter or two which occafioned it.

% Mr. IRonsIDE, -

L about the pigeons that ufed to pick up the

¢ corn which belonged to the ants. I fay, that by
¢ thefe pigeons you mean the Palatines. ' He will
% needs have it that they were the Dutch. We both
¢ agree, that the papers upon the ftrings which
“ frighted them' away, were pamphlets, Examiners,
¢ and the like. We beg you will fatisfy us in this
¢ particular, becaufe the wager is very confiderahle;
“ and you will much oblige two of your :
 Dally Readers”

“ l HAVE laid a wager with a friend of mine

A
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¢ Old Irov,

R 7 HY fo rufty ? Will yon never leave your
s innuendoes ? Do you think it hard to find
out who is the tulip in your laft Thurfday’s
paper? or can you imagine that three nefts of ants
is fuch a difguife, that the plainefl reader cannot
fee three kingdoms through it? The blowing up
of a neighbouring fettlement, where there was a
race of poor beggarly ants under a worfe form of

_government, is not lo difficult to be explained as
you imagine. Dunkirk is not yet demolifhed.

Your ants are enemies to rain, are they? QOld
Bermingham, no more of your ants, if you don't
intend to ftir up a neft of hornets.

¢ Wirn. Wasee.”

¢ Dear GUARDIAY,

ALLING in yefterday at a coffechoufe in the

city, I faw a very fhort, corpulent, angry

man reading your paper about the ants. 1 ob-
ferved that he reddened and fwelled over every
fentence of it. After having perufed it throughe
out, he laid it 'down upon the table, called the
woman of the coffechoufe to him, and alked her
in a magifterial voice, if fhe knew what fhe did in
taking in fuch papers? The woman was in fuch a
confufion, that I thought it a piece of charity to
interpofe in her behalf; and afked him, whether
he had found any thing in it of dangerous import?
¢ Sir,” faid he, °© it is a republican paper from one
end to the other: and if the author had his de-
ferts——’ He here grew fo exceeding cholerie
and fierce, that he could not proceed ; till after
having recovered himfelf, he laid his finger upon
the following fentence, and read it with a very
ftern voice.—¢ Though ants are very knowing, I
don’t take them to be conjurers; and therefore
they could not guefs that I had put fome corn in
that room. I perceived for feveral days, that they
‘¢ wwere
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were very much perplexed, and went 2 great way
to fetch their provifions. 1 was not willing for
fome time to make them more eafy: for I had 2
mind to know whether they would 2t laft find out
the treafure, and fee it at a great diftance; and
whether finelling enabled them to know what is
good for their nourifhment.,” Then throwing the
paper upon the table; ¢ Sir,” fays he, ¢ thefe things
are not to be fuffered. 1 would engage out of
this fentence to draw up an indiétment that
He here loft his voice a fecond time, in the ex-
tremity of his rage ; and the whole company, who
were all of them Tories, burfting out into a fud-
den laugh, he threw down his penny in great
wrath, and retired with a moft formidable frown.”
¢ This, Sir, I thought fit to acquaint you with,
that you may make what ufe of it you pleafe. 1
only wifh that you would fometimes diverfify
your papers with many other pieces of natural

hiftory, whether of infeés or animals ; this being .

a {ubje&t which the moft common reader is capable
of underftanding, and which is very diverting in
its nature ; befides that it highly redounds to the
praife of that being who has infpired the feveral
parts of the fenfitive world with fuch wonderful
and different kinds of inftin&, as enable them to
provide for themfelves, and preferve their {pecies
in that ftate of exiftence wherein they are placed.
There is no party concerned in fpeculations of this
nature, which, inftead of inflaming thofe unnatural
heats that prevail ameng us, and take up moit of
our thoughts, may divert our minds to fubjeéts
that are uieful, and fuited to reafonable creatures.
Differtations of this kind are the more proper for
your purpofe, as they do not réqyire any depth of
mathematics, or any previous [cience, to qualify
the reader for the unden’randmg of them. To this
I might add, that it is a thame for men to be ig-
norant of thele worlds of wenders which are tran{=
alted in the midft of them, and not be acquainted
¢ with
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with thofe obje&ts which are every where before
their eyes. To which I might further add, that
feveral are of opinion, there is go other ufe in
many of thefe creatures, than to furnifh matter of
contemplation and wonder to thofe inhabitants of
the earth, who are ifs only creatures that are
capable of it.

“ T am, Sir,
“ Your conftant reader, and humble fervant.’’

After having prefented my reader with this fet of

letters, which are all upon the fame fubjeét, I fhall
here infert one that has no relation to it. But it has
always been my maxim, never to refufe going out
of my way to do any honeft man a fervice, efpecially
when I have an intereft in it myfelf.

¢ Moft Venerable NesTor,

A S you are a perfon that very eminently di-
ftinguifh yourfelf in the promotion of the
public good, I defire your friendfhip in fignifying
to the town what concerns the greateft good of life,
bealth. 1 do aflure you, Sir, there is in a vault
under the Exchange in- Cornhill, over againft
Pope’s-head alley, a parcel of French wines, full
of the feeds of good humour, cheerfulnefs, and
friendly mirth. I have been told, the learned of
our nation agree there is no fuch thing as bribery
in liquors ; therefore I fhall prefume to fend you
of it, left you fhould think it inconfiftent with in-
tegrity, to recommend what you do not underftand
by experience. In the mean time, pleafe to infext

this, that every man may judge for himfelf.

I am, Sir, &e,

t
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Tuefday, September 15. 171 3%

Tncottum genercfo pellus honeflo.
PERrs. Sat, 2. ver. 4.

A genuine virtue, of a vigorous kind,
Pure in the laft recefles of the mind.
’ DRYDEN.

VERY principle that is a -motive to good ac-

tions ought to be encouraged; fince men are of

fo different a make, that the {ame principle does not

work equally upon all minds. Wit fome men are

prompted to by confcience, duty or- religion, which

are only different names for the fame thing, others
are prompted to by honour.

The fenfe of honour is of {o fine and dehcate a
nature, that itis only to be met with in minds which
are naturally-noble, or in fuch as have been culri-
vated by great examples or a refined education. This
paper therefore is chiefly defigned for thofe who, by
means of any of thefe advantag,e;, are or ought to
be attuated by this glorious prmupu

But as nothing is more pernicious than a princi-
ple of a&ion when it is mifunderftood, I fhall confi-
der honour with refpeét to thyee lorts of men. Firft
of all, with regard to thofe who have a right notion
of it: Second]y, .with regard to thofe who havea
iniftaken notion of it: And thirdly, with regard to
thofe who treat it as chimerical and tarn it into ri-
dicule,

In the firlt place, true honour, though it be a dif-
ferent principle from religion, is that which produces
the fame effects. The lines of aélion, though drawn
from different parts, terminate in the {ume point.
Religion embraces virtue, as it is enjoined by the

* No. 161, laws
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laws of God; honour, as it is graceful and orna-
mental to human nature. The religions man fears,
the man of honour fzorns to do aniill aétion. . The
one confiders vice as fomething that is beneath him ;
the other as fomething that is offenfive to the divine
being : the one, as what is unbecoming ; the other,

as what is forbidden. Thus Sencca Ipeaks in the,
natural and genuine language of a man ot honour, :

when he declares, that were there no God to fee or,
punifh vice, he would not commijt it becaule it is of
fo mean; fo bafe, and {o vile a nature.

I fhall conclude this head with the defcription of
honour in the part of young Juba.

Honour’s a facred tie, the law of kings,

The noble mind’s diftinguithing perfection,

Thataidsand {trengthens Virtue where it meetsher,

And imitates her actions where f(he is not.
It ought not to be fported with,
Caro.

In the fecond place, we are to confider thofe who

have miftaken notions of honour. And thefe are

fuch as eftablith any thing to themfelves for a point

of honour, which is contrary either to the laws of .

God or of their country; who think it more ho-
nourable to revenge than to forgive an injury ; who
make no fcruple of telling a lie, but would put any
man to death that accufes them of it; who are more
careful togguard their reputation by their courage
than by their virtue. True fortitude is indeed'fo
becoming in human nature, that he who wants it

“fearce deferves the name“of a man : but we find fe-

veral who fo much abufe this notion, that they place
the whole ideas of honour in a kind-of brutal ecou-
fage 3 by which means we have had many among us
who have called themfelves mén of honour that would
have been a difgrace to a gibbet. In a word, the
man who facrifices any duty of a reafonable creature
to a prevailing mode or ;"Lﬂtinn, who looks upon
any thing as henourable that is difpleafing to hig
' Unu . Maker
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Maker or deftrudive to fociety ; who thinks himfelf
obliged by this principle to the praétice of fome vir-
tues and not of others; is by no means to be reckon-
ed among true men of honour.

Timogenes was a lively inflance of one afuated
by falfe honour. Timogenes would {mile at a man’s
jeft who ridiculed his maker; and at the fame time
run @ man through the body that [poke ill of his
Jriend. Timogenes would lmvt: feorned to have be-
trayed a fecret that was intrufted with him, though
the fate of his country depended upon the difcovery
of it. Timogenes took away the life of a young fel-
low in a duel, for having {poken ill of Belinda, 2
lady whom he himfelf had feduced in her youth, and
betrayed into want and ignominy. To clofe hischa-
ratter, Timogenes, after having ruined feveral poor
tradefmen’s families, who had trufted him, fold his
eftate to fatisfy his creditors ; but like a man of ho-

" nour, difpofed of all the money he could make of
it, in the paying off his play-debts, or to {peak in his:
own language, his debts of honour.

In the third place, we are to confider thofe perfons
who treat this principle as chimerical, and turn it
into ridicule. Men who are pmfeﬁ?:dly of no ho-
nour, are of a more profligate and abandoned nature
than even thofe who are aétuated by falfe notions of it;
as there is more hopes of a Heretic than of an Atheilt.
Thefe fons of infamy confider honour, with old Sy-
phax in the play before mentioned, as a fine ima-
ginary notion, thut leads aftray young unexperienced

men, and draws them into real mifchiefs, while they

are engaged in the purfuits of a thadow. Thefe are
generally perfons, who, in Shakefpeare’s phrafe, are
worn and hackneyed in the ways of men ; whofe
imag nations are grown callous, and have loft all
thofe delicate fentiments which are natural to minds
that are innocent and undepraved. Such old batter-
ed mllcremts ridicule every thing as romantie, that
comes in competion with their prefent intereft; and
treat thofe perfons as vifionaries, who dare ftand up,

in
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in a corrupt age, for what has not its immediate ve-

. ~ward joined to it. The talents, intereft, or experi- '

ence of fuch men, make them wvery often ufeful in
all parties, and at all times. But whatever wealth
and dignities they may arrive at, they ought to con-
fider, that every one ftands as a blot in the annals
" of his country, who arrives at the temple of honour
by any other way tha: through that of virtue.

Wé;’ugfday, Sept. 16, 17

« Proprium hoc effe prudentice, conciliare fibi animos
bomgnum, et ad ufus fuos adjungere.
Cicero.

The art of prudence lies in gaining the efteem of
the world, and turning it to a man’s own ad-
vantage.

WAS the other day in company at my Lady Liz-
ard’s, when there came in among us their coufin
Tom, who is one'of thofz country-fquires that fet
up for plam honeft gentlemen who fpeak their minds.
Tom is, infhort, a lively impudént clown ; and has
wit enough to have made a'plealant companion, had
it been polifhed and reétified by good manners. Tom
had not been a quarter of 4n hour with us, before
he fet every one in the company a-blufhing, by fome
blunt queftion, or unlucky obfervation. He afked
the Sparkler, if her wit had yet got her a hufband;
and told her eldeft fifter, fhe looked a little wan un-
der the eyes, and that it was time for her to look
about her, if the did not defign to lead apes in the
other world. The good Lady Lizard, who fuffers
more than her daughters on fuch an occafion, defired
her coufin Thomas, with 2 {mile, not to be fo fevere
on his relations. "To which the booby replied, with
* No. 162, Uua a rude
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a rude country-laugh, ¢ If I be not miftaken, aunt,

¢ you were a mother at fifteen; and why do you -

“ expe& that your daughters fhould be maids till

¢ five and twenty !’ 1 endeavoured to divert the
difccmrfe; when, without taking notice of what
I faid, ¢ Mr Ironfide,” fays he, * you fill my
“ coufins- heads with your fine notions as you call
“ them. Can you teach them to make a pudding?”
I muft confefs he put me out of countenance with his
ruftic raillery ; fo th'lt I made fome excufe, and left
the room.

This fellow’s hehaviour made me reflet on the
ufefulnefs of complaifance, to make all. converfation
agreeable. This, though in itfzlf it be fearce rec-

koned in the number of moral virtues, is that which '

gives a luftre to every talent 2 man can be poffeiled
of, . Tt was Plato’s advice to an unpolifhed writer,
.that he fhould facrifice to the graces. In the fame
manner, I would advife every man of learning, who
would not appear in the world & mere fcholar or
philofoplier, to make himfelf mafter of the focial
virtue which I have here mentioned.

Complaifance renders a fuperior amiable, an equal
agreeable, and an inferior acceptable. It {fmooths
diftinétion, fweetens couverfation, and makes every
one in the company pleafed with himfelf. It pro-
duces good nature and mutual benevolence, encou-
rages the timorous, {ooths the turbulent, humanizes
the fierce, and diftinguilhes a fociety of civilized per-
fons from a confufion of favages. In a word, com-
plaifance is a virtue that blends all orders'of men
together in a friendly intercourfe of words and ac-
tions ; and is fuited to that equality in human na-
ture which every one ought to confider fo far as is
confiftent with the order and ceconomy of the world.

If we could look into the feeret anguifh and af-
flition of every man’s heart, we fhould often find,
that more of it arifes from little imaginary diftrefles,

fuch as checks, frowns, contraditions, expreflions
of
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of contempt, and what Shakefpeare reckons among
other evils under the fun,

-The poor man’s contumely,
The infolence of office, and the fpurns
That patient merit of the unworthy takes,

than from the more real pains and calamities of
life. The only method to remove thefe imaginary
diftrefles ‘'as much as poflible out of human life,
would be the univerfal practice of {fuch an ingenious
complaifance as T have been here defcribing ; which,
as it is a virtue, may be defined to be, A conflant

“endeavour to pleafe thofe whom we converfe with, [o far

as we do 1t innocently. 1 1hall here add, that 1 know
nothing fo effedtual to raife a man’s fortune as com='
plaifance ; which recommends more to the favour of
the great, than wit, knowledge, or any other talent
whatfoever. I find this confideration very pretuly
illuftrated by a little wild Arabian tale, which I {hall
here abridge for the fake of my reader ; after hav-
ing again warned him, that I do not recommend to
him fuch an impertinent or vitious complaifance as
is not confiftent with honour and integrity.

“ Schacabac being reduced to great poverty, and
having eat nothing for two days rogether, made a
¢ wifit to a noble Barmecide in Perfia, who “was
 yery hofpitable, but withal a great humourift.
“ The Barmecide was fitting at his table, that feem-
ed ready for an entertainment. Upen hearing
‘¢ Schacabac’s complaint, he defired him to fit down
“ and fall on. He then gave him an empty plate,
¢ and alked him how he liked his rice-foup. Scha-
cabac, who was a man of wit, and refolved to
 comply with the Barmecide in all his humours,
¢ told him it was admirable ; and at the fame time,
“ in imitation of the other, lifted up the empty
¢ fpoon to his mouth with great pleafure. The Baz-
mecide then afked him, if he ever faw whiter
bread ? Schababac, who {aw neither bread ner

£
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% meat, If Idid not like it, you may be'fure (fays
“ he) I fhould not eat fo heartily of it. You ob-
¢ lige me mightily, replied the Barmecide; pray
¢ let me help you to this leg of a goofe. Schacabac
‘ reached out his plate, and received nothing on it
“ with great cheerfulnefs. As he was eating very
¢ heartily on this imaginary goofe, and crying up the
¢ fauce to the fkies, the Barmecide defired him to
¢ keep a corner of his ftomach for a roafted lamb
¢ fed with piftacho-nuts ; and after having called for
¢ it, as though it had really been ferved up; Here
4 is a difh (fays he) that you will fee at nabody’s
¢ table but my own. Schacabac was wonderfully
“ delighted with the tafte of it; which is like nothing
¢ (fays he) I ever eat before Several other nice
¢ difhes were ferved up in idea, which both of
¢ them commended and feafted on after the fame
* @ manner. This was followed by an invifible de-
¢ fert; no part of which de lighted Schacabae fo much
“ a5 a certain lozenge, which the Barmecide told
“ him was 2 {weet-meat of his own invention. Scha-
‘¢ cgbac at length being courteonfly reproached by
# the Barmecide, that he had no flomach, and that
¢ he eat nothing, and at the fame time being tired
¢ with moving his jaws up and down to no purpofe,
¢ defired to be excufed, for that really he was fo full
* he could not eat a bit more. Come then, (fays the
¢« Barmecide), the cloth fhall be removed, and you
4 fhall tafte of my wmes. which 1 may fay without
' & yanity are the beft in Perfia. He then filled both
4 their glaffes out of an empty decanter. Schacabac
¢ would have excufed him{elf from drinking fo much
“ at once, becaufe he faid he was a little quarrelfome
“ in his liqguor. However, being prefled to it,
* he pretended: to take ‘it off, having bc{ore-hzml
¢ praifed the colour, and afterwards the flavour.
& Being plied with two or three other imaginaty
© Humpers of different wines equally delicious, and
« g Jittle vexed with this fantaftic treat, he pretend-
4 ed to grow finftered, and gave the Barmecide a
€ gnad box on the ear. But mmeﬂntely récover-
” (1] lng
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© ing himfelf, Sir (fays he) I beg ten thoufand
 pardons ; but I told you before, that it was my
 misfortune to be quarrelfome in my drink. The
¢ Barmecide could not but fmile at the humour of
“ his gueft ; and inftead of being angry at him, I
¢ find (fays he) thon art a complaifant fellow, and
¢ deferveit to be entertained in my houfe. Since
‘¢ thou canft accomodate thyfelf to my humour, we
“ will now eat together in good earneft. Upon
* which, calling for his fupper, the rice foup, the
“ goofe, the piltacho-lamb, the feveral other nice
‘ difhes, with the defert, the lozenges, and all the
‘¢ yariety of Perfian wines, were ferved up fuccef-
‘ fively one after another; and Schacabac was feaft-
“ ed in reality with thofe very things which he
¢ had before been entertained with in imagination.”

Thurfday, September 17, 1713 *

Miferum ¢ft aliena vivere quadra.
Juv. Sat, 5. v. 2.

How wretched he, by eruel fortune croft, -
‘Who never dines but at another’s coft !

HEN I am difpofed to give myfelf a day’s

reft, I order the lion to be opened, and

fearch into that magazine of intelligence for fuch
letters as are to my purpofe. The firft T looked into, -
comes to me from one who is chaplain to a great fa-
mily. He treats himfelf in the beginning of it, after
fuch 3 manner as I am perfuaded no man of fenfe
would treat him. Even the lawyer and the phyfi-
cian to a man of quality, expe&t to be ufed like
gentlemen ; and much more may any one of fo fupe-
rior a profeflion, I am by ne means for enconraging
* No. 163. that
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that difpute, whether the chaplain or the mafter of
the houfe be the better man, and the more to be re-
fpefted. The two learned authors, Dr. Hicks and
Mr. Colliery to whom I might add {everal others,
are to be excufed, if they have ‘carried the point a
little too high in favour of the chaplain ; fince, in fo
corrupt an age as that we live in, the popular opi-
nion runs fo far into the other extreme. The only
controverfly between the patron aad the chaplain
ought to be, which fhould promote the good defigns
. and interefts of each other moft; nnd for my own
part, I think it is the happieft circumftance in 2
great eftate or title, that it qualifies a man for chool~
ing out of fuch a learned and valuable body of men
as that of the Englih clergy, 2 friend, a fpiritual
guide, and a companion. e letter 1 have receiv.
ed from one of this order, is as follows.

¢ Mr. GUARDIAN,

3

HOPE. you will not only indulge me in the

& liberty of two or three qnelhons, but alfo in -

¢ the folution of them.

% I have had the honour, many years, of being
« chaplain to a noble family, and of being account-
* ed the higheft fervant in the houfe, either out of
¢ refpect to my cloth, or becaule I lie in the upper-
¢ moft garret.

“ Whilft my old Lord lived, his table was always
¢ adorned with ufeful learning and mnocent mirth,
‘¢ as well as covered with plenty. I was not looked
 upon as a piece of furniture fit only to fanétify
¢ and garnifh a fealt ; but treated as-a gentleman,
 and generally defired to fill up the converfation an
“ hour after ] had done my duty. But now my
¢ Lord is come to the eftate, I find I am looked up-
¢ onasa cenfor morum, an obftacle to mirth and
* talk, and fulfered to retire conftantly with Pro/pe-
* yity to the church in my mouth. “ T declare fo-
“ lemnly, Sir, that I have heard nothing from all

¢ the

el
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the fine gentlemen who vifit us," more remarkable
for half an year, than that one young Lord was
feven times drunk at Genoa, and another had an
affair with a famous courtefan at Venice. I have
lately taken the liberty to ftay three or four rounds
beyond the church, to fee what topics of difcourfe
they went upon ; but to my great furprife, have
hardly heard a word all the time befides the toafts.
Then .they all ftare full in my face, and fhew all
the a@ions of uneafinefs till I am gone. Imme-
diately upon my departure, to ufe the words in an
old comedy, ¢ I find by the noife they make, that

_they had a mind to be private.” I am ata lofs to *

imagine what converfation they have among one
another, which I may not be prefent at; fince I
love innocent mirth as much as any of them, and
am (hocked with no freedoms whatfcever which
are confiftent with chriftianity. I have with much
ado maintained my poft hitherto at the defert, and
every day eat tart in the face of my patron. But
how long 1 fhall be invelted with this privilege, T
do not know : for the fervants, who do not fee
me fupported as I was in my old Lord’s time,
begin to bruth very familiarly by me, and thruft
afide my; chair, when they fet the [weet meats on
the table. I have been born and educated a gentle~
man; and defire you will make the public fenfible
that the Chriftian priefthood was never thoughtin
any age or country to debafe the man who. is a
member of it. Among the great fervices which
your ufeful papers daily do to religion, this per-
haps will not be the leaft, and will lay a very
great obligation on your unknown fervant,

« G. W

% Wenerable NEsToR,

¢ ‘[WAS very much pleafed with your paper of

&

8 the feventh inftant, in which you recommend
the ftudy of ufeful knowledge to women of gna-
XX “ lity
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é lity or fortune. I have fince that met with a very

¢ More.

-

¢ elegant poem, written by the famouns Sir Thomas
1t is inferibed to a friend of his, who was
¢ then feeking out a wife.

He advifes him on that

« occafion o overlook wealth and beauty; and if he

3

-

defires a happy life, to join himfelfl with a wo-

¢ man of virtue and knowledge. His words on this

S laft head are as follow.

Proculgue flulta fit
Parvis labellulis
Semper loguacitas,
Proculgue ruflicum
Sempeér filentium.
Sit illa vel modo
Inftruéa literis,
Vel talis ut moda
Sit apta literis.
Felin, quibus bene
Prifeis ab omnibus
Pojfit libellulis
Vitam beantia
Haurire dogmata.
Armata cum quibus
Nec illa profperis,
Superba turgeat,
Nec tlla turbides
Mifella lugeat
Profirata cafibus.
Fucunda fic erit
Semper, nec unguam erit
Gravis, moleflave
Vite comes tuc,
Duax dofto parvulos
Docebit et tuos
Cum lale lLteras
Olim nepotulos.
Fam te juvaverit
Viros relinguere,

Doltague conjugis

Sinu quicfere,
Dum grata te fovet.
Manuqgue mobili
Dum plelra perfonat,
Et woce (gua nec ef
Progne fororcule.
Tuz fuavior ) :
Ameno cantillat
Apollo que velit
Audire carmina.
Fam te juvaverit
Sermone blandulo,
Doéto tamen dies
No&efque ducere.
Notare verbula
Mellita maximis
Non abfgue gratits
Ab ore melleo
Semper fluentia,
BDubus coerceat
St guando te levet
Inane gaudium,
Duibus levaverit
St quando-deprimat
Te meror anxius.
Certabit in quibus
Summa eloguentia
Fam cum omnium gravi
Rerum [eientia.
Talem olim ego putem
Et vatis Orphes
Fuiffe
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Fuiffé conjugem, (Qua nulla charior
Nec unquam ab inferis  Unquam fuit patr,
Curaffet improbo Duo nemo dottior)
Labore feminam Fuiffe Tulliam :
Referre ruflicam. Talifgue quae tulit
%femgae credimus Gracchos duos fuit,
Nafonis inclytam, Dua quos tulit, bonis
Que vel patrem queat Inftruxit artibus ;
Aigare carmine, Nec profuit minus
Fuiffe filiam ; Magiftra quam parens.
Talemgue fufpicor

The fenfe of this elegant defcription is as follows.
¥ May you meet with a wife who is not always
“ ftupidly filent, nor always prattling nonfenfe ! May
4 the belearned, if poflible, or at leaft capable of be-
. “ ing made fo! A woman thus accomplifhed, will
“ be always drawing fentences and maxims of virtue
“ out of the beft authors of antiquity : She will be
“ herfelf in all changes of fortune, neither blown
% up in profperity, nor broken with adverfity: You
“ will find in her an even, cheerful, good-hamourel
* friend, and an agreeable companion for life: She
wisvill infulsknowled ge into your children with their
# milk, and from ‘their infancy train them up to
“ wifdom: Whatever company you are engaged in,
% you will long to be at home, 2nd retire with de-
“ light from the fociety of men, into the bofom of
. * one who is fo dear, fo knowing, and fo amiable:
“ If the touches her lute, or figns to it any of her
“ own' compofitions, her voice will {ooth you in
#¢ your folitudes, and found more fweetly in your
¢ ear than that of the nightingale : You will wafte
¢ wwith pleafure whole days and nights in her con-
Vﬂ“fatlu*‘l, afid be ever ﬁnqu out new pleafures
in her difcourfe : She will keep your mind in per-
petual ferenity, reftrain its mirth from being dif-
¢ folute, and “prevent its melancholy from bemg
¢ painful.

T T S <
R o
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¢ Such was doubtlefs the wife of Orpheus; for whe

¢ would have undergone whathedid to have recovered .

. ¢ -afoelifh bride? Such was tuedaughter of Ovid, who

¢ ywas his rival in poetry. . Such was Tullia, as the
¢ is celebrated by the moft learned and the moft
¢ fond of fathers : And fuch was the mother of the
¢ two Gracehi, who is no lefs famous for having
¢ heen their inftru&or, than their parent.”

Friday, September 18, 1713*.

—Simili frondefeit virga metallo.
VirG. Zn. 6. ver. 144.

The fame rich metal giitters on the tree.

N eminent prelate of our chiurch obferves, that
there is no-way of writing {o proper for the
refining dnd polifhing a language, as the tranflating of
books into it, if he who undertakes it has a com-
petent {kill of the ‘one tongue, and is a mafter of the
other. When a man writes his own thoughts, the-
heat of his fancy, and the quicknefs of his mind,
carry him fo much after the notions themfeclves, that

for the molt part he is too warm to judge of the apt-

nefs of words; and the juﬁnel’s of figures; fo that
he either neglelts thefe too much, or overdoes them.
But when a man tranflates, he has none of thefe heats
about him. And therefore the French took g0 ill
method, when they intended to reform and beautify
their language, in fetting their beft writers on ‘work
to tranflate the Greek and Latin authors into it.
Thus far this learned prelates And another, lately
deceafed, tells ws, that the way of leaving verbal
tranflations, and chiefly regarding the fenfe and ge-
nius of the author, was fcarce heard of in England
before this prefent agc As for the difficulty of

* No. 164. tranflating
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stanflating ‘well, every one, 1 believe, muft allow
my Lord Rofcommon to be in the nght, when he

fays,

’Tis true, compofing is the nobler part:
But good tranflation is no caly art;

* For tho’ materials have long fince been found,

Yet both your fancy, and your hands are bound;
And by improving what was writ before,
Invention labours lefs, but judgment more.

Dryden judiciouflly remarks, that a tranflator is to

malke his author appear as charming as poflibly he
© can, provided he maintains his charaéter; and makes
* him not unlike himfelf. And a too clofe and fervile
imitation, which the fame poet calls treading on the
heels of an author, is defervedly laughed at by Sir
]'ohn Denham, I conceive it,” fays he, “a vulgar

€

(13
(13

error in tranflating poets, to affeét bemg Sedus in-
terpres. Let that care be with them who deal in
matters of fa&, or matters of faith, But whofo-
ever aims’ at it in poctry, as he attempts what is
not required, fo {hall he never perform what he
attempts: for it'is not his bufinefs alone to tranf-
late Janguagg into language, but poefy into poefy ;
and poefly s of fo fubtile a {pirit, that in pouring
out of one language into another, it will all eva-
porate; and if a new fpirit is not added in the
transfufion, there will remain nothing but a caput
mortuum, there being certain graces and happi«
nefles peculiar to every language, which give life
and energy to the words : and whofoever offers at
verbal tranflations, fhall have the misfortune of
that young traveller, who loft his ewn langua age
abroad, and brought home no other inftead of it.
For the grace of the Latin will be loft by being
turned into Englith words ; and the grace of the
Englith, by being turned into the Latin phrafe.”

After this colle@ion of authorities out of fome of

eur greateft Englith writers, I fhall prefent my read-

cr
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er with a tranflation, in which the author has con-
formed himfelf to the opinion of thefe great men.
The beauty of the tranflation is fufficient to recom-
mend it to the public, without acquainting them ‘
that the tranflator is Mr Eufden of Cambridge, who
obliged them, in the GuarDIAN of Auguft the G6th,
with the court of Venus out of the fame Latin poet,
which was highly applanded by the beft judges in
performances of this nature.

The Spee.;b of Pluto to Proferpine ; from the fecond
; book of ber rape, by Claudian.

EASE, ceafe, fair nymph, to lavifh precious tearsy
And difcompofe your foul with airy fears.
Look on: Sicilia’s glitt’ring courts with feorn ;
A nobler feeptre fhall that hand adorn.
imperial pomp (hall footh a gen’rous pride ;
The bridegroom never will difgrace the bride.
If you above terreftrial thrones afpire, ;
From heav'n I fpring, and Satarn was my fire.
The pow’t of Pluto firetches all around,
Uncireumferib’d by nature’s utmoft bound :
Where matter mould’ring dies, where forms decay,
Through the vaft tracklefs void extends my fway.
Mark not with mournful eyes the fainting light,
Nor tremble at this interval of night;
A fairer fcene fhall open to your view,
An earth more verdant, and a heav’n more blue. = *
Another Pheebus gilds thefe happy fkies,
And other ftars, with purer flames, arife,
There chafte adorers (hall their prailes join,
And with the choiceft gifts enrich your fhrine.
The blifsful climes no change of ages knew ;
The golden firft began, and ftill is new.
That golden age your world a whille could boaft ;
But here it flonrifh’d, and was never loft.
Perpetual zephyrs breathe through fragrant bow’rs, -
And painted meads fmile with unbidden flow’rs ;
Flow’rs of immortal bloom and various hue:
Ne
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No rival {weets in your own Enna grew.
In the recefs of a cool fylvan glade,
A monarch-tree projects, no vulgar fhade.
Incumber’d with their wealth, the branches bend,
And golden apples to your reach defcend.
Spare not the fruit; but pluck the blooming ore,
. The yellow harveit will increale the more.
But I too long on trifling themes explain,
Nor fpeak th® unbounded glories of your reign.
Whole natureownsyour pow’r: Whate’erhave birth,
And live, and move o’er all the face of earth ;
Or in old Ocean’s mighty caverns fleep,
_Or fportive roll along the foamy deep:
Or on fiff pinions airy journeys take,
_ Or cut the floating ftream or ftagnant lake :
In vain they labour to pieferve their breath,
And foon fall viétims to your fubjeft, Death.
Unnumber’d triumphs {fwift to you he brings;
Hail! goddefs of all fublunary things !
Empires that fink above, here rife again,
And worlds unpeopled croud th® Elyfian plain.
The rich, the poor, the monarch and the flave,
Know no fuperior honours in the grave.
Proud tyrants onde, and laurel’d chiefs thall come,
And kneel, and trembling wait from you their doom.
The impious, forc’d, fhall then their crimes difclofe,
And fee paft pleafures teem with future woes’;
Deplore in darknefs your impartial fway ;
While {potlefs fouls enjoy the fields of day.
When ripe for fecond birth, the dead fhall ftand
In fhiv’ring throngs on the Lethean ftrand,
That fhade whom you approve, fhall firit be brought
To quaff oblivion in the pleafing draught.
Whofe thread of life, juft fpun, you would renew ;
But nod, and Clotho ihall rewind the clue.
Let no diftruft of pow’r your joys abate ;
Speak what you wifh, and what you fpeak is fate.
The ravither thus footh’d the weeping fare,
And check’d the fury of his fteeds with care:
Poffefs’d
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Poflefs’d of beauty’s charms, he calmly rode;
Aud love firft foften’d the relentlefs god.

s e —————
—————ry

Saturday, September 19, 1713 *.

Decipit exemplar, witiis imitabile
Hor. Ep. 19. L i, ver. 17.

Examples vice can imitate, deceive.
CREECH.

IT is a melancholy thing to fee a coxcomb at the

head of a family. He fcatters infeftion throngh
the whole houfe. His wife and children have always
.their eyes upon him. If they have more {enfe than
himfelf, they are out of countenance for him; if
lefs, they fubmittheirunderftandings tohim, and make
daily improvements in folly and impertinence. I
have been very often fécretly concerned, when I have
feen a circle of pretty children cramped in their na=
tural parts, and prattling even below themfelves,
while they are talking after a couple of filly parents,
The dulnefs of a father often extinguithes a genius
in the fon, or g:ves fuch a wrong caft to his mind,
as it is hard for him ever to wear off.. In ﬁwrt,
where the head of a family is weak, you hear the
repetitions of his infipid pleafantries, fhallow con-
ceits, and topical points of mirth, in every member
of it. - His table, his fire-fide, his parties of diver- "
fion, are all of them fo many ftanding fcenes of
folly.

This is one reafon why T would the more recoms=
mend the improvemant of the mind to my female
rveaders, that a family may have a double chance for
it; and if it meets with weaknels in one of the
heads, may have it made up in the other. It is in-
deed an unhappy circumilance in a family, where

* No. 163 5 the
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| the wife has more knowledge than the hufband; but

it is better it fhould be fo, than that there ﬁlould be
no knowledge in the whole houfe. It is highly ex-.
pedient, that at leaft one of the perfons who fits at
the helm of affairs fhould give an example of good
fenfe to thofe who-are under them in thefe Tittle do-
meftic governments.

If folly is of ill confcqumc; in the head of a fa-
mﬂy, vice is much more fo, as it is of a more per-
nicious and of a more contagious nature. When

the mafter is a profligate, the rake runs through the

houfe : You hear the fons talking loofely, and
fwearing after the father; and fee the daughters ei-
ther familiarifed to his dlfceurfe, ‘or every moment
hluthing for him.

The very footman will be a fine gentleman in his

. mafter’s way. He improves by his table-talk, and

repeats in the kitchen what he learns in the parlour.
Inveft him with the {ame title and omaments, and
you would fearce know him from his lord : He
pra&ifes the fame oaths, the fame ribaldry, the fame
way of joking. -

It is therefore of very great concern toa famlly,
that the ruler of it {hould be wife and virtuous. The
firft of thefe qualifications does not indeed lie within
his power ; but though a man cannot abftain from
being weak, he ‘may from being vicious. It is in

his power to give a good example of modefty, of

temperance, of frugality, of religion, and of all other
virtues ; which, though the greateft ornaments of

- human nature, may be put in praétice by men of the

moft ordinary capacities.
As wifdom and virtue are the proper quelifications

- in the mafter of a houfe, if he s not accomplifhed in

‘both of them, it is much better that he fhould be de-

ficient in the formerthan in the latter; fince the con-
fequences of vice are of an infinitely more dangerous
nature than thofe of folly.
When I read the hiftories that are left us of Py-
thagoras, I cannot but take notice of the extraordi-
¥Nor. IV. Yy . mnary
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nary influence which that great philofopher, ‘whe
was an illnftrious pattern of virtue and wifdom, had
on his private family. This excellent man, after
having perfeéted himfelf in the learning of his own
country, travelled into all the known parts of the
world, on purpofe to converfe with the moft learned

men of every place. By which means he gleaned up *

all the knowledge of the age, and is ftill admired by
the greatefl men of the prefent times, as a prodigy of
fcience. His wife Theano wrote feveral books ; and
after his death taught his philofophy invhis pubhc
ichool, which was frequented by numberlefs difeiples
of different countries, There are feveral excellent
~ fayings recorded of her. I fhall only mention one,
beecaufe it does honour to her virtue as well as to her
wifdom. Being afked by fome of her fex, in how
“long a time a woman might be allowed to pray to
the gods after having converfed with a man? ¢ If
¢ it were her hufband,” fays fhe, * the next diy;
¢ if a ftranger, never.” Pythagoras had by this wife
two fons and three daughters. His two fons, Telau-
ges and Mnefarchus, were both eminent philofo-
phers, and were joined with their mother in the go-
vernment of the Pythagorean {chool. Arignote was
oneof the daughters, whofe writings were extant,
and very much admired, in the age of Peorphyrius.
Damo was another of his daughters ; in whole hands
Pythagoras left lis works, with a prohibition to
communicate them to {trangers ; which fhe obferved
to the hazard of her life ; and though fhe was offered
a great fum for them, rather chofe to live in poverty
than not to obey the commands of her beloved father.
Myia was the third of the daughters, whofe works
and hiftory were very famous even in Lucian’s

time. She was fo fignally virtuous, that, for her

unblemifbed behaviour in her Wirginity, the was cho-
fen to lead up the chorus of maids in a national fo-
lemnity ; and, for her exemplary conduét in mar-
rage, was placcd at the head of all the matrons, in
the like public ceremony. The memory of this

learned
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learned woman was fo precious among her country- -
men, that her houfe was after her death converted
into a temple, and the ftreet the lived in called by
the name of the Mufzum. Nor muil I omit, whilfk
I am’ mentioning this great philofopher, under his
charadter as the mafter of 2 family, that two of his
fervants fo improved themfelves under him, that they
were mﬁlglted into his {e&, and make an eminent
figure in ‘the lift of P_','thagoreans The names of
thefe two fervants were Aftraeus and Zamolxes. This
fingle example fufficiently fhews us both the influ-
ence and the merit of one who dilcharges as he ought
the office of a good mafter of a family ; which, if it
were well obferved in every houfe, would qulckly
put an end to that univerfal depravation of manners,
by which the prefent age is fo.much diftinguithed,
and which it is more eafy to lament than to reform.

— e

" Monday, September 21, 1713*.

—Aliguifque mala Suit ufus in illo.
Ovip. Met. 1. 2. v. 332

Some .o;':om'fort from the mighty mifchief rofe;
- ADDISON,

HARITY is a virtue of the heart, and not of

the hands, fays an old writer. Gifts and alms

are the expreflions, not the eflence of this virtue. A,
man may beftow great fums on the poor and indigent
without being charitable, and may be charitable
when he is not able to beftow any thing. Cllanty 1s
therefore a habit of good=will, or benevolence in the
foul, which difpofes us to the love, =affiftance and re-
lief of mankind, efpecially of thofe who ftand in need
of it, The poor man who has this excellent frame
of mind, is:no lefs entitled to the reward of this vir-
* No. 166. "N oy 3 tue, .
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tue, than the man who founds a college. ‘For my
own part, I am charitable to an extravagance this way.
I never faw an mdxgent perfon in my. life, without
reaching out to him fome of this imaginary relief. I
cannot. but fympathife with every one I meet that is
in affli¢tion; and if my abilities were equal to my
withes, there thould be neither pain nor poverty in
the world.

To give my reader a right notion of my&lfin this .

particular, I fhall prefent him with the fecret hiftory
of one of the moft remarkable parts of my life. *.
,I was once engaged in fearch of the philofopher’s

ftone. It is freq-uently oblerved of men who have *

- been bufied in this purfuit, that though they have
failed in their principal defign, they have however
made fuch difcoveries in their way to it, as have fuf-
ficiently recompenfed their inquiries. In the fame
manner, though I cannot boaft of my fuccefs in that
affair, I do not repent of my engaging in it; becaufe
it produced in my mind fuch an habitual exercife of
charity, as made it much better than perhaps it
would have been, had I never been loft in fo pleafing
a delufion.

As 1 did notqueftion but T {hould foon have a new
Indies in my poffeflion, I was perpetually taken up

" in confidering how to turn it to the benefit of man-
kind. In order to. it, I employed a whele day in
walking about this great city, to find out proper places
for the ereftion of hofpitals. 1 had likewife enter-
tained that proje&, which has fince lucceeded in an-
other place,” of building churches at the court-end
of the town; with-this only difference, that, inftead
of fifty, I intended to have built a hundred, and to
have feen them all finifhed in lefs than one year.

I had with great pains and application got together
a lift of all the French proteftants ; and by the beft
accounts I could ecome at, had calculated the value
of all thofe eftates and effeéts which every one of them
had left in his own country for the fake of his reli-
gion, being fully determined to make it up to him,

and
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and .return {fome of them the double of what they had
loft, :

+ As I was one day in my laboratory, my operator,
who was to fill my coffers for me, and ufed to foot
it from the other end of the town every morning,
complained of -a fprain in his leg, that he had met
with over-againft St. Clement’s church. This fo af-
fe@ted me,- that, as a flanding mark of my gratitude
to him, dnd out of compaffion to the reft of my fel-
low-citizens, I refolved to new-pave every flreet
within the liberties, and entered a memorandum in
my pocket-book accordingly. About the fame time
I entertained fome thoughts of mending all the high-
ways on this fide the Tweed, and of making all the
rivers in Iingland navigable.

But the projeét I had moft at heart, was the fettling -
upon every man in Great Britain three pounds a-
year, (in which fum may be comprifed, according to.
Sir William Pettit’s obfervations, all the neceflities
of life), ledving to them whatever: elfe they could
get by their own induitry to lay out on fuperfluities.

I was above a week debating in myfelf what I
thould do in the matter of impropriations; but at
length came to a refolution to buy them all up, and
reftore them to the church,

As I was one day walking near St. Paul’s, I took
fome time to furvey that ftrnfture; and not bein
entirely fatisfied with it, though I could not’ tell why,
I had fome thoughts of pulling it down, and building
it up anew at my own expence.

For my own part, as I have no pride in me, I in-
tended to take up with a coach and fix, half a dezen
footmen, and live like a private gentleman.

It happened about this time, that public matters
looked very gleomy, taxes came hard, the war went
on heavily, people complained of the great burdens
that were laid upon them: This made me refolve to
fet afide one morning, to confider ferioufly the ftate
of the nation. I was the more ready to enter on it,

. becaufe I was obliged, whether I would or no, tofit

at
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at home in my morning-gown; having, after 2 moft.

“incrediblé expence, pawned a new fuit of clothes and
a full-bottomed wig for a fum of money, which my

operator affured me was the laft he fhould want to.
bring all our matters to bear. After having confi-.

dered many projedts, T at length refolved to beat the
common enemy at his own weapons ; and laid a fcheme
which would have blown him up in a quarter of a
year, had things fucceeded to my wilhes. As I was
~ 1n this golden dream, fomebody knocked at my door :
I opened it, and found it was a meflen ger that brought
me a letter from the laboratory. The fellow looked
fo miferably poor, that 1 was refolved to make his
fortune before he delivéred his meflage. But feeing
he brought a letter from my operator, I concluded I
was bound to it in honour, as much as a prince is to
give a reward to one that brings him the firft news
of a vittory. I knew this was the long expe&ed
hour of projeétion, and which 1. had waited for with
great impatience, above half a year before. In fhort,
1 broke open my letter in a tranfport of joy, and
found it as follows:

¢ SIg.

Bt AFTER having got out of you every thing you
* ¢ can conveniently fpare, 1 fcorn to trefpafs

¢ ingenuoufly confefs to you, that I know no more of
« the philofopher’s ftone than you do. I{hall only tell

¢t you for your comfort, that I never yet could bubble

¢ g blockhead out of h.ls money. They muft be men
¢ of wit and parts who are for my purpefe. This
“ made me apply myfelf to a perfon of your wealth
“ and ingenuity. = How I have fucceeded, you your-
¢ felf can beft tell.
¢ Your humble fervant to command,
“ Tnomas WHITE.

¢ T have locked up the laboratory, and laid the
¢ key under the door,”
1 was

|

upon your generous nature; and therefore muft |

ISP SR

Bl S e B i



GUARDIAN. 359

I was very much fhocked at the unworthy treat-
ment of this man, and not a little mortified at my
difappointment, though not fo much for what I my-
{elf, as what the public fuffered by it, I think, how-
ever, I ought to let the world know what I dcﬁgn-
ed for them ; and hope, that fuch of my readers who
find they had a fhare in my good intentions, WJJl ac-
cept of the will for the deed.

[— T —

ijdav, bcptembcr 22, 1713

Fata viam invenient

Vize. An. 3. v. 395,

Fate the way will find,
DrypEN.

HE following ftory is lately tranflated out of

an Arabian manufeript, which T think has very
much the turn of an oriental tale ; and as it has never
before been printed, I queftion not but it will be
highly acceptable to my reader.

The name of Helim 15 ftill famous through all the
eaftern parts of the world. He s called among the
Perfians, even to this day, Helim the great phyfician.
He was acquainted with all the powers of fimples, un-
derftood all the influences of the ftars, and knew the
fecrets that were engraved on the feal of Solomon the
{on of David. Helem was alfo governor of the Black
Palace, and chief of the phyficians to Alnarefchin,
the great King of Perfia,

Alnarefchin was the moft dreadful tyrant that ever
reigned in this country. He was of a fearful, fuf-
picious, and cruel nature ; having put to death, upon
very flight jealoufies and furmifes, five-and-thirty of
his queens, and above twenty fons, whom he fufpeét-
ed to have confpired agamft his life, Being at
¥ No. 167, length
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length wearied with the exercifeof fo many cruelties

in his own family, and fearing left the whole race of ;

caliphs fhould be entirely loft, he one day fent for
Helim, 2nd fpoke to him after this manner : ¢ He-
% lim (faid he), I hdve long admired thy great wil-
“ dom and retired way of living. I fhall now fhew
¢ thee the entife confidence which T place in thee.
¢ T have only two fons remaining, who are as yet
¢ but infants. It is my defign that thon take them
¢ home with tliee, and educate them as thy own.
¢ Train them up in the humble unambitious pur-
¢ fuits of knowledge. By this means (hall the line
¢ of caliphs be preflerved, and my children fucceed
¢ after me, without alpiring to my throne whilft I

“ am yet alive.” ¢ The words of my lord the-

¢ king fhall be obeyed,” faid Helim. After which
‘he bowed, and went out of the king’s prefence. -He

then received the children into his own houfe, and.

from that time bred them up with him in the ftudies
of knowledge and virtue.,, The young princes loved
and refpefted Helim as their father ; and made fuch
improvements under him, that by the age of one-
and-twenty they were inftrufted in all the learning
of the eaft. The name of the eldeft was Ibrahim,
and of the youngeft Abdallah. They lived together
in fuch-a perfeét friendfhip, that to this day it is faid
of intimate friends, that they live together like Ib-
rahim end .Abdallah. Helim had an only child,
who was a girl, of a fine foul, and a moft beautiful
perfon. Her father omitted nothing in her educa-
tion that might make her the moft accomplifhed
woman of her age.- As the young princes were in
a manner excluded from the reft of the world, they
frequently converfed with this lovely virgin, who
had been brought up by her father in the fame
courfe of knowledge and of wirtue. Abdallah,
whofe mind was of a fofter turn than that of his
brother, grew by degrees fo enamoured of her con-
verfation, that he did not think he lived when he
was not in company with his beloved Ba.lfora,éor

: ag
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that was the name of the maid. The fame of her
beauty was fo great, that at length it came to the
ears of the king ; who, pretending to vifit the young
princes his fons, demanded of Helim the fight of
Balfora his fair daughter. The king was fo mnflamed
with her beauty and behaviour, that he fent for He-

1im the next morning, and told him it was now his

defign to recompenfe him forall his faithful fervices ;-
and that, in order to if, he intended to make his

_daughter queen of Perfia. - Helim, who knew very
well the fate of all thofe unhappy women who had

been thus advanced, and could not but be privy to
the fecret love which Abdallah bore -his: daughter,
“ Far be it,” fays he, “ from the king of Perfia to
% contaminate the blood of the caliphs, and join him-
¢ felf in marriage with the daughter of his phyfi-
¢ cian,” The king however was fo impdtient for
fuch a bride, that, without hearing any excufes, he
immediately ordered Balfora to be fent for into his

prefence, keeping the father with him, in order to

make her fenfible of the honour which he defigned
her. Balfora, who was too modeft and humble to
think her beauty had made fuch an imprelﬁou on

the ng, was a few moments after brought into his

prefence, as he had commanded.

She appeared in the king’s eye as one of-the vir-
gins of Paradife. But, upon hearing the honour
which he intended her, fhe fainted away, -and fell
down as dead at his feet: Helim wept; and after
having recovered her out of the trance into which
the was fallen, reprefented to the king, that fo unex-
pefted an honour was too great to have been com-
municated to her all at once; but that, if he pleafed,
he would himfelf prepare her for it. The king bid,
him take his own way, and difmiffed him. - Balfora
was conveyed again to her father’s houfe; where
the thoughts of Abdallah renewed her affliGtion

_ every moment ; infemuch that at length fhe fell into

a raging fever. The king was informed of her con=
dition by thofe that faw her. Helim, finding no other
Vor.. TV, Zz means

3 . /
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means of extricating her from the difficulties fhe was
in, after having compofed her mind, and made her
acquainted with his intentions, gave her a certain
potion, which he knew would lay' her afleep for
many hours ; and afterwards, in all the feeming di-
ftrefs of a difcenfolate father, informed the king fhe
was dead. The king, who never let any fentiments
of humanity come too near his heart, did not much
trouble himfelf about the matter: however, for his
own reputation, he told the father, that fince it was
known through the empire that Balfora died at 2
time when he defigned her for his bride, it was his
intention that fhe fhould be honoured as fuch after
her death ; that her body fhould be laid in the Black
Palace, among thofe of his deceafed queens.

In the mean time, Abdallah, who had heard of
the king’s defign, was not lefs afflited than his be-
loved Balfora. As for the feveral circumftances of
his diftrefs, as alfo how the king was informed of an
irrecoverable diftemper into which he was fallen,
they are to be found at length in the hiftory of He-
lim. It fhall fuffice to acquaint the reader, that
Helim, fome days after the fuppofed death of his
daughter, gave the prince a potion of the fame na-
ture with that which had laid afleep Balfora.

It is the cuftom among the Perfians to convey ina
private manner the bodies of all the royal family, a
little after their death, into the Black Palace, which
is the repofitory of all who are defcended from the
caliphs, or any way allied to them. The chief phy-
fician is always governor of the Black Palace; it
being his office to embalm and preferve the holy fa-
mily after they are dead, as well as to take eare of
them while they are yet living. The Black Palace
is fo called frem the colour of the building, which is
all of the fineft polithed black marble. There are
always burning in it five thoufand everlafting lamps.
It has alfo a hundred folding doors of ebony, which
are each of them watched day and night by a hund-

red
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red negroes, who are to take care that nobody enters
befides the governor.

Helim, after having conveyed the body of his
daughter into this repofitory, and at the appointed
time received her out of the fleep into which fhe was
fallen, took care fome time after to bring that of Ab-
dallah into the fame place. Balfora watched over
him, till fuch time as the dofe he had taken loft its
effet. Abdallah was not acquainted with Helim’s
defign when he gave him this fleepy potion. Itis
impoflible to defcribe the furprife, the joy, the tranf-
port he was in at his firft awaking. He fancied him-
felf in the retirements of the blefled, and that the
fpirit of his dear Balfora, who he thought was juft
gone before him, was the firft who came to congratu-
late his arrival. She foon informed him of the place
he was in; which, sotwithftanding all its horrors,
appeared to him more fweet than the bower of Ma- -
homet, in the company of his Balfora.

- Helim, who was fuppofed to' be taken up in the
embalming of the bodies, vifited the place very fre-
quently. His greateft perplexity was, how to get
the lovers out of it, the gates being watched in fuch
a manner as I have before related. This confidera-
tion did not a little difturb the two interred lovers,
At length Helim bethought himfelf, that the firft
day of the full moon of the month Tipza was near
at hand. Now, it is a received tradition among the
Perfians, that the fouls of thofe of the royal family
who are in a ftate of blifs, do, on the firft full moon
after their deceafe, pafs through the eaflern gate of
the Black Palace, which is therefore called the gate
of Paradife; in order to take their flight for that hap-
py place. Helim therefore, having made due pre-
paration for this night, drefled each of the lovers in
a robe of azure filk, wrought in the fineft looms of
Perfia; with a long train of linen whiter than fnow,
that floated on the ground behind them, Upon Ab-
dallah’s head he fixed a wreath of the greeneft
myrtle, and on Balfora’s a garland of the “fretheft '
Cotis roles.
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" rofes. Their garments were feented with the richeft
~ perfumes of Arabia. Having thus prepared every
thing, the full moon was no fooner up, and thining
in all its brightnefs, but he privately opened the gate
_ of Paradife, and thut it after the fame manner, as
foon as they had pafled throngh it. The band of
negroes who were pofted at a hittle diftance from the
gate, feeing tivo fuch beautiful apparitions, that
thewed themfelves to advantage by the light of the
full moon, and being ravifhed with the odour that
flowed from their garments, immediately concluded y
them to be the ghofts of the two perfons lately de-
ceafed. They fell upon their faces as they pafled
through the midft of them, and continued proftrate
on the earth till fuch time as they were out of fight.
They reported the next day what they had feen.
But this was looked upon by the king himfelf, and
-moft others, as the compliment that was ufually paid
to any of the deceafed of his family. Helim had
placed two of his own mules at about a mile’s di-
flance from the Black Temple, on the fpot which
they had agreed upon for their rendezvous. Here
he met them, and condufted them to one of his own
-houfes, which was fituated on mount Khacan.  The
air of this meuntain was fo very healthful, that He-
lim had formerly tranfported the king thither, in or-
der to recover him out of a long fit of ficknefs;
which fucceeded fo well, that the king made him a
prefent of the whole mountain, with a2 beautiful
houfe and gardens that were on the top of it. In
this retirement lived Abdallah and Balfora. They
were both fo fraught with all kinds of knowledge,
and pofleffed with fo confiant and mutual a paffion
for each other, that their folitude never lay heavy on
them. Ahdallah applied himfelf to thofe arts which
were agreeable to his manner of living, and the fitn-
ation of the place; infomuch that in a few years he.
converted the whole mountain into a kind of garden,
and covered every part of it with plantations or fpots
" of flowers, Helim was teo good a father to let him
want
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want any thing that might conduce to make his re-
tirement pleafant.

In about ten years after their abode in thls place,
the old king died ; and was fucceeded by his fon Ib-
rahim, who, upon the fuppofed death of his brother,

" had been called to court, and entertained there as

heir to the Perfian empire. Though he was fome
years inconfolable for the death of his brother, He=
Lim durft not truft him with the fecret 3 which he
kuew would Mave fatal confequences, fhould it by
any means come to the knowledge of the old king.
Ibrahith was no fooner mounted to'the throne, but
Helim fought after a proper opportunity of making
a difcovery to him, which he knew would be very
agreeable to {o good-natured and generous a prince,
It fo happened, that before Helim found fuch an op«
portunity as he defired, the new king Ibrahim hav-
ing been feparated from his company in a chace, ind
almoft fainting with heat and thirft, faw himfelf at

. the foot of mount Khacan. He immediately afcend-

ed the hill, and coming to Helim’s houfe, demanded
fome. refrethments. Helim was very luckily there
at that time; and after having fet before the king
the choiceft of wines and fruits, finding him wonder~ -
fully ‘pleafed with fo feafonable a treat, told him,
that the beft part of his -entertaihment was to come.
Upon which he opened to him the whole hiftory of
what had paffed. The king was at once aftonifhed
and tranfported at fo, firange a relation ; and feeing
his brother enter the room with Balfora in his hand,

he leaped off frem the fofa on which he fat, a'id
cried out, * "Tis he ! ’tis my Abdallah ! Hav-
ing faid this, he fell upon his neck and wept. The
whole company for fome time remained filent, and
fhedding tears of joy. The king at length, after
having kindly reproached Helim for depriving him

' fo long of fuch a brother, embraced Balfora with the

greateft tendernels, and told her, that fhe fhould now
be a queen indeed, for that he would 1mmed1:1te1y
make his brother kmg of all the conquered: nations

] on
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on the other fide the Tigris. He eafily dilcovered in
the eyes of our two lovers, that inftead of being
tranfported with the offer, they preferred their pre-
{ent retirement to empire. At their requeft there-
fore, he changed his intentions, and made them 2
prefent of all the open country, as far as they could
fee from the top of mount Khacan. Abdallah con-
tinuing to extend his former improvements, beauti-
fied this whole profpe& with groves and fountains,
gardens and feats of pleafure, till it became the moft
delicions fpot of ground within the empire, and is
therefore called the garden of Perfia. This caliph,
Ibrahim, after a long and happy reign, died without
children, and was fucceeded by Abdallah, a fon of
Abdallah and Balfora. This was that king Abdal-
lah, who afterwards fixed the imperial refidence upon
mount Khacan, which continues at this time to be
the favourite palace of the Perfian empire.
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SALUST.

“Thofe who had it in their power to live in fplendor
and at their eafe, preferred uncertainty to certainty,
and war to peace.

VERY one knows that it is ufual for a French
officer who can write and read, to fet down all

the occurrences of a campaign, in which he pretends
to have been perfonally concerned, and publifh them
under the title of his memoirs, when moft of his
fellow-foldiers are dead, that might have contradiéted
any of his matters of fafts, Many a gallant young
fellow has been killed in battle before he came to
the third page of his fecret hiftory ; when feveral,
- who have taken more care of their perfons, have liv-
#* No. 3. ed
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ed to fill 'a whole volume with their military pera
formances, and to aftonith the world with fuch in<

ftances®of their bravery as hdd efcaped the notice of

every body elfe. One of our Jate Preflon heroes,
had, it feems, refo'ved upon this method of doing
himfelf juftice : and, had he not been nipped in the
bud, might hdve made a very formidable ﬁgura in
his own works among pofterity. A friend of mine,
who had the pillage of his pockets, has made me a
prefent of the following memoirs, which he defires
me to accept as g part of the fpoils of the rebels. I
have omitted the introduétion, as more proper for
the infpeftion of a fecretary of flate, and fhall only
fet down fo much of the memoirs as feem to be 2
Taithful narrative of that- wonderful expedition,
which drew upon it the eyes of all Europe.

- AVING thus concerted meafures for a rif-

i ing, we had a general meeting over a bowl
¢ punch. It was here propofed by one of the wifeft
¢ among us, to draw up a manifefto, fetting forth
¢ the grounds and motives of our taking arms: for,
“ as he obferved, there had never yet been an infur-

% rection in Eng]and where the leaders had not .

¢ thought themfelves obliged to give fome reafons
¢ for it. To this end we laid our heads together to
¢ confider what grievances the nation had fuffered
¢ under the reign of King George. After having
“ Tpent fome hours upon this fubje&, without being
“ able to difcover any, we unanimoully agreed to
¢ rebel firft, and to find reafons for it afterwards. It
¢ was indeed ealy to guefs at feveral grievances of a
¢ private nature, which influenced particular per-
¢ fons. One of us had” fpent his fortune ; ahother

 was a younger brother; a third had the incum- -

¢ brance of a father upon his eftate : But that which
¢¢ principally difpofed us in favour of the chevalier
* was, that moft of the company had been obliged
¢ to take the abjuration oath againfl their will. Be-
% ing at length thoroughly inflamed with zeal and

¢ punchy °
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punch, we refolved to take horfe the next morn~
ing ; which we did accordingly, having been join-
ed by a confiderable reinforcement of Roman Ca-
tholics, whom we could rely upon, as knowing
them to be the beft Tories in the nation, and
avowed enemies to Pretbyterianifm. We were
likewife joined by a very ufeful affociate, who
was a fidler by profeffion, and brought in with
him a body of lufty young fellows, whom lie had
tweedled into the fervice. About the third day
of our march, 1 was made a colenel ; though, I
muft need fay, T gained my commiflion by my
horfe’s virtues, not my own ; having leapt over a

fix-bar gate at the head of the cavalry. My ge-

neral, who is a difcerning man, hereupon gave
me a regiment, telling me, ¢ He did not queftion
but I would do the like when I came to the ene-
my’s pallifadoes.”  We purfued our march with
much intrepidity through two or three open
towns, to the great terror of the market-people,
and the mifcarriage of half a dozen big-bellied
women. Notwithftanding the magiftracy was
generally againft us, we could difcover many
friends among our fpectators, particularly in two
or three balconies, which were filled with feveral
taudry females, who are known in that country
by the ancient name of Harlots. This fort of
ladies received us every where with great demon-
ftrations of joy, and promifed to us with
their prayers. After thefe fignal fucceffes in the
north o England, it was thought advifeable by
our general to proceed towards our Scotch eon-
federates. During our firft day’s march, I amuf-
ed myfelf with confidering what poft I fhould ac4
cept of under James the Third, when we had put
him in poffeffion of the Britifh dominions. Being
a great lover of country fports, I ablolutely deter-
mined not to be a minifter of ftate, nor be fobbed
off with a garter; until at length, pafling by a
noble country feat which belongs to a Whig, T re-
Vor. IV. 3A : i folved
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Tuckily crofling the road, drew off a confiderable
detachment, who clapped fpurs to their horfes, and
purfued him with whoops and haloos, until we
had loft fight of them. A covey of partridges
fpringing in our front, put our infantry in diforder
on the fame day. It was not long after this, that

“we were joined by our fiiends from the other fide

of the frith. Upon the junétion of the two corps,
our fpies hrmight us word, that they difcovered a
great cloud of duft at fomic diftance ; upon which
we fent out a party to reconnoitre. They re.
turned to us with intelligence, that the duft was
raifed by a great drove of black cattle. This news
was not 2 little welcome to us, the army of both
nations being very hungry. We quickly formed
ourfelves, and received orders for the attack, with
pofitive inftrutions to give no.quarter. Every
thing was executed with fo much good order,
that we made a very plentiful fupper. We had,
three days after, the fame fuccefs againft a flock
of theep, which we were forced to eat with great
precipitation, having received advice of - General
Carpenter’s march as we were at dinner. Upon
this alarm, we made incredible ftretches towards
the fouth, with a defign to gain the faftneffes of
Prefton. We did little remarkable in_our way,
except fetting fire to a few houfes, and frighting
an old woman into fits. We had now got a long
day’s march of the enemy ; and meeting with a
confiderable refrefhment of Oftober, all the officers
aflembled over it, among whom were feveral Pop-
ith lords and gentlemen, who toafted many loyal
healths and confufions, and wept very plentifully
for the danger of the church. We fat until mid-
night ; and at our parting refolved to give the ene-
my battle; but the next morning changed our
refolutions, and profecuted our march with inde-
fatigable fpeed.. We were no fooner arrived upon
the frontiers of Cumberland, but we faw a great
body of militia drawn up in array againft us. Or-
3A2 ¢ defs
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¢ ders were given to halt; and a council of war was
¢ immediately called, wherein we agreed, with that
¢ great unanimity which was fo remarkable among

“ us on thefe occafions, to make a retreat, But be-

“ fore we could give the word, the train-bands,
‘ taking advantage of our delay, fled firft. We ar-
¢ nived at Prefton without any memorable adven-
“ ture; where, after having formed many barricades,
¢ and prepared for a vigorous refiftance, upon the

*¢ approach of the king’s troops under General Wills,

“ who was ufed to the outlandith way of making
¢ war, we think it high time to put in practice that
¢ paflive-obedience in which our party fo much
¢ glories, and which I would advife them to ftick to
¢ for the future.”

Such was the end of this rebelhon which, in all

probability, will not ealy tend to the fafety of our

conftitution, but the prefervation of the game.

Monday, Janvary 2, 17i6 e

Vec fe mulicr extra wvirtutum :ogitatz'om.f, ea#mgw
?-e]lorrm cafus putet, ipfis incipientis matrimonsi
aufpiciis admonetur, venire [z la&amm periculorumque
Jociam, idem in pare, idem in prelio paffuram au-
Juramgue ; fic vivendum, fic pereundum.

Tacrt. de morib. Germ. 18.

Left the woman fhould think herfelf exempt from
matters of courage and the hazards of war, fhe is
put in mind by the very marriage rites, that fhe is
to fhare the fame toils and dangers, whether in
peace or war ; and to live and die er.h her huf-
band.

lT is with great fatisfation I obferve, that the wo-
men of our ifland, who are the moft eminent fgr
* No. 4. virtue

hois Singtal
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virtue and good fenfe, are in the intereft of the pre«
fent government. As the fair fex very much recom-
mend the caufe they are engaged in, it would be no
{mall misfortune to a fovereign, though he had all
the male part of the nation on his fide, if he did not
find himlelf king of the moft beautiful half of his
fubjeéts. Ladies are always of great ufe to the party
they elpoufe, and never fail to win over numbers to
it. Lo\mr.,, according to Sir William Petty’s com-
putation, make at lealt the third part of the fenfible

men of the Britith nation ; and it has been an un-

controverted maxim in all ages, that though a huf-
band is fometimes a_ftubborn fort of a creature, 2
lover is always at the devotion of his miftrefs, By
this means-it lies in the power of every fine woman
to fecure at leafl half a dozen able bodied men to his
majefty’s fervice. The female world are likewife in-
difpenfably neceflary in the beft caufes to manage the
controverfial part of them; in which no man of to-
lerable breeding is ever able to refute them. Argu-
ments ont of a pretty mouth are unanfwerable.

It is indeed remarkable that the inferior tribe of
common women, who are a difhonour to their: fex,
have in moft reigns been the profefled fticklers for
fuch as have afted in oppofition to the true intereft
of the nation. The molt numerous converts in King
James’s reign were particularly noted to~be of this
kind. T can give no other reafon for fuch a beha-
viour, unlefs 1t be that it is not for the advantage of
thefe female adventurers the laws of ‘the land fhould
take place, and that they know Bridewell is a part
of our conftitution,

There are many reafons why the women of Great
Britain fhould be on the fide of the Freeholder, and
enemies to the perfon who would hrmg in arbitrary
government and popery. As there are feveral of our
ladies who amufe themfelves in the reading of tra-
vels, they cannot but take notice what uncomfortable
lives thofe of their own fex lead where paflive obe-
dlience is profefied and pm&lfed in its utmoft perfec-

tion
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thors have pretended to demonfirate, that the Ro=
man Catholic religion could never fpread in a nation
where women will have more modefty than to ex-
pole their innocent liberties to n confeffor.  Others
of the fame turn have affured us, that the fine Bri-
afh complexion, which is fo peculiar to our ladies,
would fuffer very much from a fith diet; and that a
whole lent would give fuch a fallownefs to the cele-
brated beauties of this ifland, as would fcarce make

_them diftinguifhable from thole of France. I fhall

only leave to the ferious confideration of my country+
women the danger any of them might have been in

~ had popery been our nationel religion, of being for-

ced by their relations to a ftate of perpetual virgini-
ty. The moft blooming toaft in the ifland might
have been a munj and many a lady:who is now a
mother of fine childreu, condemned to a condition of
life’ difagreeable to herfelf aid unmprofitable to the

-world.. To this I mightadd the melancholy objeéts

they would be daily entertained with, of feveral fight-
1y men delivered over to an inviolable celibacy. ' Let
a young lady imagine to herfelf the brifk embroider-
ed officer, who now makes love to her with fo-aghee-
able an air, converted into a monk ; or'the beau, who
now addreffes himfelf to her in a full-bottomed wig,
diftinguifhed by a little bald pate covered with 2
black leather feull-cap. I forbear to mention many

* other ob_]eéhons, which the ladtes, who are no firan-

gers to the doérines of popery, will eafily recolleét:

‘though I do not in the leaft doubt but thofe - 1 have

already fuggefted will be fufficient to perfuade my
fair readers to be zealous in the proteftant caufe.
The freedom and happinefs of our Britith ladies is
fo ﬁngulzu', that it is a common faying in foreign
countries, * If a bridge were built crofs the feas, all
* the women in Europe would flock into England.”
It has been obferved, the laws relating to them [are
{o fa.vourable, that one would think they themfelves
had given votes in enaéting them. All the honours .

~‘and ndulgencies of fociety are due to them by our

cuftoms ;
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Our obligation to this great duty may appear to us

from feveral confiderations. - :
In the firft place, we may obferve that we are di-

refted to it by one of thofe fecret fuggeftions of na-

ture, which go under the name of inftiné&, and which'

are never given in vain. As felf-love is an inflin&
planted in us for the good and fafety of each parti-
cular perfon; the love of our country is imprefled
on our minds for the happine(s-and prefervation’ of

the community. This inflin@ is fo remarkable,

that we find examples of it in thofe who are born in
the moft uncomfortable climates, or the worft of go-
vernments. We read of an inhabitant of Nova Zem-
bla, who, after having lived fome time in Denmark,
where he was clothed and treated with the utmoft
indulgence, took the firlt opportunity of making his
efcape, though with the hazard of his life;, into his
native regions of cold, poverty, and nakednefs. We
have an inftance of the fame nature among the very
Hottentots. One of thefe favages was brought into
England, taught our langeage, and in a great mea-
fure polifhed out of his natural barbarity: But upon

being carried back to the Gape of Good Hope, where:

it was thought he might have been of advantage to
our Englith traders, he mixed in a kind of tranfport
with his countrymen, brutalized with them in their
habit and manners, and would never again return to
his foreign acquaintarice. I need not mention the
common opinion of the negroes in our plastations,
' -who have no other notion of 2 future ftate of happi-
nefs, than that after death they fhall be conveyed
back to their native country. The Swifs are fo re-
markable for this paffion, that it often turns to a
difeafe among them ; for which there is a particular
name in ¢he German Ianguage, and which the French
call ¢ The diftemper of the country:”” For mothing
is more ufual than for feveral of their common {ol-
diers, who are lifted into a foreign fervice, to have
fuch violent hankerings after their home, as to pine
away even to death, unlefs they have a permiﬂion

te.
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o return ; which on fuch an occ fion is generally
granted them. 1 fhall only add under this head, that
fince the love of one’s country is natural to every
man, any particuldar nation, who-by falfe politics
fhall endeavour to ftifle or reitrajn 1t, will nct be
upon a level with others.

As this love of our country is natural to every
man, fo it is likewife very reafonable ; and that in

_the firft place, becaufe it inclines us to be beneficial

to thofe who are and ought to be dearer to us than
any others, It takes in our families, relations,
friends and acquaintance; and in fhort, all whofe
welfare and fecurity we are obliged to confult, more
than that of thofe who are ftrangers to us. - For this
reafon it is the moft fublime and extenfive of all fo-
cial virtues ; efpecially if we confider, that it does
not only promote the well-being of thofe who are
our contemporaries, but likewife of their children
and their pofterity. Hence it is that all cafuifts are
unanimous in determining, that when the good
of the country interferes even with the life of the
moft beloved relation, deareft friend, or greateft be-
nefadtor, it is to be preferred without exceptions
Farther, though there is a benevolence due to all
mankind, none can queition but a fuperior degree of
it is to be paid to a father, a wife; or a child. In
the fame manner, though our love fhould reach to
the whole fpecies, a greater proportion of it thould
exert itfelf towards that community in which Pro-
vidence has placed us. This. is our proper iphere
of aftion; the province allotted to us for the exercife
of all our civil-virtues, and in which alone we have
opportunities of exprefling our good will to man-~
kind. I could not but be pleafed, in the accounts
of the late Perfian embafly into France, with a par-
ticular ceremony of the ambaflador, who, every
morning before he went abroad, religioufly faluted 2
tarf of earth dug out of his own native foil, to remind
him that in all the tranfaétions of the day, he was.
to think of his conntry, and purfue its advantages.
3B2 If,
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Xf, in the feveral diftri@s and divifions of the world,

men would thus ftudy the welfare of thofe refpec-
tive communities to which their power of doing
good is limited, the whole race of reafonable crea-
tures would be happy, as far as the benefits of
fociety can make them fo. At leaft, we find fo
many bleflings naturally flowing from. this noble
principle, that, in proportion as it prevails, every
nation becomes a profperous and flourifhing people.

It may be yet a further recommendation of this
particular virtue, if we confider that no nation was
ever famous for its morals, which was not at the
fame time remarkable for its public {pirit: Patriots
naturally rife out of a Spartan or- Roman virtue;
and there is no remark more common among the
ancient l-uﬁarlanq, than that when the ftate was cor- -
rupted with avarice and quury, it 'was in danger of
being betrayed or fold.

To the foregoing reafons for the love which every
good man owes to his coufitry, we may add, that
the altions which are moft celebrated in hJ.ﬂGry, and
which are read with the greateft admiration, are
fuch as proceed from this principle. The eftablith-
ing of good laws, the detecting of confpiracies, the
cruthing of feditions and rebellions, the falling in
battle, or the devoting of a man’s felf to eertain
death for the fafety of fellow-citizens, are aflions
that always warm the reader, and endear to him
perfous of the remoteﬁ ages, and the moft diftant
countries.

And as actions that proceed from the love of
‘one’s couritry are more illutrious than any other in
the records of time, fo we find that thofe perfons
who have been eminent in other virtues, have been
particularly diftinguithed by this. It would be
endlefs to produce examples of this kind out of
Greekk and Roman authors. To confine myfelf
therefore in fo wide and beaten a field, I fhall
choofe fome inftances from Holy Writ, which a-
haunds in' gecounts of thls nature, as much as any

: othex
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other hiftory whatfuever. And this I do the more
willingly, becaufe in fome books lately written, 1
find it objefted againft revealed religion, that it does
not infpire the love of one’s country.. Here I muit
premife, thatas the facred author of our rehgmn

chiefly inculcated to the Jews thofe parts: of their

dnty wherein they were moit defeftive, o there was
no need of infifting upon this ; ‘the Jews being re-
markable for an attachment to their own country,

. even to the exclufion of 'all common humanity to

ftrangers. We fee in the behaviour of this divine
perfon the praftice of this wirtue in conjunétion

with all others. He deferred working a miracle in

the behalf of a Syro-Phenician woman, until he had -

- declared his fuperior good-will to his own nation ;

“and was prevailed upon to heal the daughter of a

Roman centurion, by hearing fronv the Jews that he
was one who loved their nation, and had built them
2 fynagogue. But, to look out for no other inftance,

“what was ever more moving' than his lamenta-

tion over Jerufalem, at his firft approach to it, not-
withftanding he had foretold the cruel and unjuft
treatment he ‘was to meet with in that city; for he
forefaw the deftruétion which in a few years was to

fall upon that people;—a defiruétionnot to be para-

lelled in any. natmn, from the begu:mmg of the world

-to this day : and in the view of it melted into tears.

. His followers have in many places expreffed the like

{entiments of affetion for tlieir countrymen; among
which none is more extraordinary than that of the

great convert, who wifhed he himfelf might be made

a curfe, provided it might turn to the happinefs of
his nation ; or as he words it, * of his brethren and

LA k'infulen who are Ifraelites.,” This inftance natur-

ale' brings to mind the fame heroic temper of foul

/in the great Jewilh lawgiver, who would have de-

" voted himfelf in the {fame manner rather than fee his
- people perifth. It would indeed be difficult to find -

out any man of extraordinary piety in the facred

“writings, in whom this virtue is not highly confpi-

Cuous.,,
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cuons. The reader, however, will excufe me; if I
take notice of one paflage, becanfe it is a very fine
one, and wants only a place in fome polite author of
~Greece or Rame to have heen admired and cele-
‘brated. The king of Syria, lying fick upon his bed,
fent Hazael, one of his great officers, to the prophet
Ylilba to enquire of him whether he {hould recover.
The prophet looked fo attentively on this meflenger,
-that it put him into fome confufion ; or, to quote
this beautiful circumitance, and the whole narrative,
in the pathetic langnage of the Scripture, * Elifha
¢ fettled his countenance fteadfaftly upon him until
¢ he was athamed :  And Hazael faid, Why weep-
% eth my Lord? And he faid, Beceufe 1 know the
* evil that thou wilt do unto the children of Ifrael:
¢ Their firong holds wilt theu fet on fire; and their
¢ men wilt thou flay with the fwoxd; and wilt dafh
_* their children,and rip up their women with child.
*¢ And Hazael faid ; But what! is thy fervant a dog,
¢ that he fhould do this great thing? And Elitha
¢ anfwered, The Lord hath ihewed me that thou.
¢ fhalt be kmg over Syria.”?

I might enforce thele reafons for the love of our
country, by confiderations adapted to my readers,
as they are Englifhmen, and as by that means they
enjoy a purer religion and more excellent form of
government than any other nation under heaven.
But being perfuaded that every one muft look upon
- himfelf as indifpenfably obliged to the practice of a
duty which is reccmmended to him by fo many ar-
guments and examples, I fhall only defire the honeft
well-meamng reader, when he turns his thoughts

, towards the public, ratlier to confider what opper-
tunities he has of doing good to his native country,
than to throw away his time in deciding the rights
of Princes, or the like {peculations, which are fo far
beyend his reach. Lef us leave thefe great points
to the wifdom of cur legiflature, and to the deter-
minntion of thofe who are the proper judges of our
conftitution. We {hall otherwife be lable to the

juft
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juft reproach which is caft upon fuch chriftians as
‘wafte their lives in the {ubtle and intricate difputes

of religion, when they fhould be pralifing the doc-

trine ‘which it teaches. If there be any right upon

earth, any relying on the judgment of our moft emi-"
nent lawyers and divines, or indeed any certainty

in human reafon, our prefent fovereign has an un-

doubted title to our duty and obedience. But fup-

pofing, for argument’s fake, that this right were

doubtful, and that an Engliliman could be divided

in his-opinion as.to the perfon to whom he {fhould

pey his allegiance; in this eafe, there is no queftion,

but the love of his country ought to caft the ba-

lance, and to determine him on that fide which is
moft conducive to the welfare of his community. -
To bring this to our prefent cafe. A man muft be
deftitute of common fenfe, who i3 capable of ima-
gining that the Proteftant religion could flourith
. under the government of a biggoted Roman-Catho-
lic, or that our civil rights could be protefted by
one who has been trained up in the politics of the
moft arbitrary prince in Europe, and who could not
acknowledge his gratitude to his benefaftor by any
~ remarkable inftance, which would not be detri~
mental to the Britith nation. And are thefe fuch
defirable blefﬁngs, that an honeft man would endea-
vour to arrive at them, through the confufions of a
¢ivil war, aud the blood of many thoufands of. his
fellow-fubjeéts? On the contrary, the arguments for

cur fteady, loysl, and affe@ionate adherence to King
- George, are o evident from this fingle topic, that
if ever Briton, inftead of afpiring after private wealth
or power, would fincerely defire to make his coun-
. try happy, his prefent Majefty would not have a
fingle malecontent in his whole dominions,
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geined any efteem. for their learning, judgment or
morality. Thefe have unanimoufly determined that
an oath is always to be taken in the fenfe of that
authority which impofes it: And that thofe whofe
hearts do not concur with their lips in the form of
thefe public proteftations ; or who have any mental
referves, or who take an oath ‘againft their con-
fciences, upon any motive whatfoever, or withade-
- fign to break it, or repent of it ; are guilty of per-.
jury. Any of thefe or the like circumftances, in-
ftead of alleviating the crime, make it more heinous,
85 they are premeditated frauds (which it is the de-
fign of an oath to prevent), and the moft flagrant in-
flances of infincerity to men, and irreverence to their
Maker. For this reafon, the perjury of a man who
takes an oath with an intention to keep it, and is
afterwards feduced to the violation of it, (though a
erime not to be thought of without the greateft hor-
for), is yet, in fome refpedts, nat quite fo black as
the perjury above mentioned. It 1s indeed a very
unhappy token of the great corruption of our man-
ners, that there thould be any fo inconfiderate among
us, as to facrifice the ftanding and eflential duties of
morality to the views of politics ; and that, as in
my laft paper, it was not unfeafonable to prove the
love of our country to be a virtue, fo in th,xs there
fhould be any occafion to fhew that perjury is a fin.
But it is our misfortune to live in an age when fuch
wild and unnatural doftrines have prevailed among
fome of our fellow-fubjeds, that if one looks into
their fchemes of government, they feem, according
* g5 they are in the humour, to believe that a fove-
reign is not to be reftrained by *his coronation-oath,
pr his people by their oaths of allegiance : or to re-
prefent them in a plainer light, in fome reigns they
gre both for a power and an obedience that is unli-
mited, and in others are for retrenching within. the
' narroweft bounds, both the authority of the Prince
and the allegiance of the fubje

Vor. IV, 3G Now,
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Now, the guilt of perjury is fo felf-evident, that
it was always reckoned amongft the great crimes, by
thofe who were only governed by the light of reafon.
The inviolable obferving of an 'oath, like the other
praftical duties of chriftianity, is a part of natural
religion. As reafon is common to all mankind, the -
di&ates of it are the fame throngh the whole fpecies :
And fince every man’s own heart will tell him that
there can be no greater affront to the Deity whom he
worlhips, than to appeal to him with an intention to
deceive ; nor a greater-injuftice to men, than to be-
tray them by falfe affurances ; it is no wonder that
‘pagans and chriftians, infidels and believers, fhould
concur in a point wherein the honour of the Supreme
Being, and the welfare of fociety, arefo highly con-
cerned.  For this reafon, Pythagoras, to his firft pre-
cept of honouring the immortal gods, immediately
fubjoins that of paying veneration to an cath. We
may fee the reverence which the heathens thewed to
thefe facred and folemn engagements, from the incon /
veniences which they often fuffered, rather than break
through them. We have frequent inftances of this
kind in the Roman commonwealth ; which, as it has
been obferved by feveral eminent pagan writers, very
much excelled all other pagan govermments in the
pradtice of virtue, How far they exceeded in this
pasticular, thofe great corrupters of chriftianity, and
indeed of natural religion, the Jefuits, may appear
from their abhorrence of every thing that looked like
3 fraudulent or mental evafion. Of this I fhall only
produce the following inftance: Several Romans, who
had been taken prifoners by Hannibal, where releafed,
upon obliging themfelves by an oath to return again
to his camp. Among thefe theré was one, who,
thinking to elude the oath, went the fame day back
to the camp, on pretence of having forgot fomething.
But this prevarication was fo fhocking to the Roman
Senate, that they ordered him to be apprehended, and
delivered up to Hannibal,

A We
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We may farther fee the juft fenfe the heathens had
of the crime of perjury from the penalties which they
inflited on the perfon guilty of it. Perjury among
the Scythians was a capital crime ; and among the
Egyptians alfo was punifhed with death, as Diode-
rus Siculus obferves, who obferves that an offender
of this kind is guilty of thofe two crimes (wherein
the malignity of perjury truly confifts), a failing in
his refpe@t to the Divinity, and in his faith towards
men. It is noneceflary to multiply inftances of this
nature, which may be found in almoft every author
who has written on this fubjeét.

If men who had no other guide but their reafort
confidered an oath to be of fuch a tremendous na-
ture, and the violation of it to be fo great a crime,
i ought to make a much deeper impreffion upon
minds enlightened by revealed religion, as they have
more exalted notions of the Divinity. A fuppofed
heathen deity might be fo poor in his attributes, fo
ftinted in his knowledge, goodnefs or power, thata
pagan might hope to conceal his perjury from his
notice, or mnot to provoke him fhould he be dif-
covered ; or fhould he provoke him, not to be pu-
nifhed by him. Nay, he might have produced ex-
amples of falfehood and perjury in the gods them-
felves, to whom he appealed. But as revealed re-
ligion has given us a more juft and clear idea of the
~ Divine Nature, he whom we appeal to. is truth it-
felf, the great fearcher of hearts, who will not let
fraud and falfehood go unpunifthed, or * hold him
% guiltlefs that taketh his name in vain.”” And as,
with regard to the Deity, fo likewife with regard to
man, the obligation of an oath is ftronger upon
Chriftians than upon any other part of mankind ;
and that becaufe charity, truth, mutual confidence
and all other focial duties, are carried to greater
heights, and enforced with ftronger motives, by the
' principles of our religion.

Perjury, with relation to the oaths which are at
prefent required of Us, has in it all the aggravating

3GC2 circumitances
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circumftances which can attend that crime.  We
take them before the magiftrates of public juftice;
are reminded by the ceremony that it is'a part of
that obedience which we learn from the gofpel; ex-
prefsly ddavow all evaﬁons and mental refervations
“whatfoever ; appeal to! "Almighty God for the inte-
‘grity' of) our‘hearts, ‘and only defire him to be our
rhclper as we_ fulfil the loath we there take in his pre-
ifences’ T'mention thefe circumftances, to which fe-
veral others mighit beadded,: becaufe it is a received
idoétrine among thofe who have treated of the nature
of an oath, that the greateu the folemnities are which
attend 1it, the.more they aggravate the violation of
it. - And here, what muft.be the fuccels that a man
can hope~for -who turns a rebel, after having dif-
claimed the ‘divine “afliftance but upon condition of
being a faithful and loyal fubje@? He firft of all
defires that God may Lielp him as 'he fhall keep his
oath, andafterwards hopes to profper in an enter-
pnie whichvds the direét breach of it.

i ' Since, therefore, perjury, by the common feni'c of
mankind, the reafon of the; thing, and: from. the
-whole tenor of Chriftianity,; is a crime of . fo flagi-
tious a nature, we cannot be too. careful in avmdmg
-every approach towards: itE e

The virtue of the ancient Athemaus s very Te-

markable in the cafe of {Euripides. = This great tra-
gic poet; -though famous: for the morality of his
-plays; had.introduced a perfon, who being reminded
of an oath he had taken;: replied, ¢ I fwore with
 my'mouth, but not with 'my heart.,””. The im- ,
piety of this {fentiment fet the audience in an uproar;
made Socrates (though an intimate' friend of : the
poet); go out of the theatre: with indignation ; and
gave fo great offence, that;he- was publicly accufed
and brought upen his trial as orie who had. fuggefted
an evafion-of what they! t:bought the moft holy and
indiffoluble bond of human fociety. So jealous were
thefe virtuous heathens of any the fmalleﬂ hmt that

. mlghl: open a.way to peljury e
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- And here it highly imports us to confider, thae
. we-do net only break our oath of allegiance by ac-
- tual rebéllion, but by all thofe other methods whicl
liavé a matural and manifeft tendency to it. The
guilt may lie upon a man; where the penalty cannot
takee hold of him. Thofe who fpeak irreverently of
the iperfon to whom they have fworn allegiance ; wha
endeayour to alienate from him the hearts of 'his fubs
jets 5 or to infpire the people with diflatisfaétion to
his' government; cannot be thought to be true to the
oath they have taken. And as to thofe who by con-
certed falfehoods and defamations endeavour to ble-
mith his chara&er or weaken his authority, they in-
cur the complicated guilt ‘both .of flander and per-
jury. The moral crime is com_pletf:-:l in fuch of-
fenders ; and there are only accidental circumf{tances
wanting to work it up for the: cognizance of the
law.

Nor is:it fufficient for a man, who has given thefe
folemn aflurances to his prince, to forbear the doing
him any evil, unlefs at the fame time he do him;ail
the good he can in his proper ftation of life.

Loyalty is of an aftive nature, and ought to dif-
cover 1tfelf in all the inftances of zeal and affettion
to our fovereign : And if we carefully examine the
duty of that allegiance which we pledge-to his ma-
jefty by the oaths that are tendered to us, we fhall
find, that ¢ we do. not only renounce, refufe and ab-
‘¢ jure any allegla.nce or obedience to the Pretender,
“ but fwear to defend King George to the utmoft of
¥ our power againft all traiterous’ confpiracies and
 attempts whatfoever, and to difclofe and make
& known to his majefty all treafons and  traiterous
¢ confpiracies whach we {hall know to be againft
. hlm »

To conclude : —As among thofe who have bound
themfelves by thefe facred obligations, the actual
traitor or rebel is gmlty of perjury in the eye of the
law; the fecret promoter or well-wifher of the canfle
13 {o before the tribunal of confeience. And though I
y (hould
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fhould be unwilling to pronounce the man who is
indolent or indifferent in the caufe of his prince to be
abfolutely perjured; I may venture to affirm, that
he falls very fhort of that allegiance to which he is
obliged by oath. Upon the whole, we may be af-
fured, that in a nation which is tied down by fuch
religious and folemn engagements, the people’s loy-
alty will keep pace with their morality ; and thatin
proportion as they are fincere Chriftians, they will
be faithful fubjeéts.

Menday, January 16, 1716 *.

- Adveniet qui veflra dies muliebribus armis
Verba redarguerit.
VIRG. Za.11. ver. 687.

Here ceafe thy vaunts, and own my victory ;
A woman warrior was too ftrong for thee.
DryYDEN.

HAVE heard that feveral ladies of diftin&ion,

upon the reading of my fourth paper, are ftudy-
ing metheds how to make themfelves ufeful to the
public. One has a defign of keeping an open tea-
table, where every man fhall be welcome that is 2
friend to King George. Another is for fetting up
an aflembly for Baflet, where none fhall be admitted -
to punt that have not taken the oaths. A third is
upon an invention of a drefs which will put every
Tory lady out of countenance. T am not informed
of the particulars; but am told in general, that fhe
has contrived to fhew her principles by the fetting
of her commode ; fo that it will be impofiible for
any woman that 1s difaffefted to be in the fathion.
Some of them are of opinion that the fan may b

* No. 8. made
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-made ufe of with good fuccefs againft Popery, by
exhibiting the corruptions of the church of Rome in
various figures ; and that their abhorrence of the fu-
perftitious ufe of beads may be very aptly expreffed
m the make of a pearl necklace. As for the civil
part of our conftitution, it is unanimouly agreed a-
mong the leaders of the fex, that there is no glory
in making a man their flave who has not naturally
a paffion for liberty ; and to difallow of all profef-
fions of paflive obedience but from a lover to his
miftrefs,

It happens very luckily for the intereft of the :

Whigs, that their very enemies acknowledge the
fineft women of Great Britain to be of that party.
The Tories are forced to berrow their tofts from
their antagoniits; and can fcarce find beauties enough
of their own fide to fupply a fingle round of Oéo-
ber. One may indeed fometimes difcover, among
the malignants of the fex, a face that feems naturally
fluthed with rage, or foured with difappointments,
that one cannot but be troubled to fee it thrown a- -
way upon the owner. Would the pretty malecontent
be perfuaded to love her king and country, it would
diffafe a cheerfulnefs through all her features, and
give her quite another air. I would therefore ad-
vife thefe my gentle readers, as they confult the
good of their faces, to forbear frowning upon loyal-
ifts, and pouting at the government. In the mean
time, what may we not hope from a caufe, which is
recommended by the allurement of beauty, and the
force of truth ! It is therefore to be hoped that
every fine woman will make this laudahle ufe of her
charms ; and that fhe may not want to be frequently
reminded of this great duty, I will only defire her
" to think of her country every time fhe looks in her
glafs,

But becanfe it is impoffible to preferibe fuch rules,
as fhall be fuitable to the fex in general, I fhall con-
fider them under their feveral divifions of maids,
. wives, and widows,

As
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As for virgins who are unexpenem-:ed ‘in"the .

wiles of men, they would do .well toconfider how
little they are to rely on the faith of lovers, who in
lels than a year have broken their allegiance to their
lawful fovereign, and what credit is to be given to
the vows and preteltations of fuch who fhew them-
{elves fo little afraid of perjury. Befides, what would
aninnocent young lady think, fhould fhe marry a man
without examining his principles, and afterwards
find herfelf got with child by a rebel 2

In the next place, every wife onght to anfwer for
her man.. If the hufband be engaged in a feditious
club, or drinks myfterious healths, or be frugal of
Jiis candles on a rejoicing night, let her look to him,

#nd keep him out of harm’s way ; or the world will

l'e apt to fay, fhe has a mind to be a widow before
her time. She ought in fuch cafes to exert the au-
thority of the curtain-letture ; and if fhe find him of
a rebellious difpofition, to tame him, as they do
_:r-i_xd_s of prey, by dinning him in the ears all night
ang.

{enfe not to to difconntenance all praétices that have
a tendency to the deftruction of mankind. Befides,
they have a greater intereft in property than either
maids or Wwes, and do not hold their ]omturen
by the precarious tenure of portions and pin-mo-
ney: fo thatit is as unnatural for a Dowager, as

a Frecholder, to be an enhemy to our conftitu.
tion.

- As pothing is more inftruétive than examples, I
would recommend to the perufal of our Britifh vir-
gins the flory of Clelia a Roman {pinfter, whofe
behaviour is reprefented, by all their hiftorians as
one of the chief motives that difconraged the Tar-
quins from profecuting their attempt to regain the
throne, from whence they had Becn expelled Let
the married woman refleét upon the glory acquired
by the wife of Coriolanus, who, ‘when her hulband,
aiter long exile, was returning mtf: his country

" with

-

Widdw§ may be fuppofed women of too good_" I
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with fire and f{word, diverted him from fo cruel
and unnatural an enterprife. And let thofe who
have wutlived their hufbands never forget their coun-
try-womar widow Boadicia, who headed her troops
in perfon againft the invafion of a. Roman army,
and encouraged them with this memorable faying,
¢ ], who am a woman, am refolved upon vitory
“ of death : but as for you who are men, you may,
“ if you pleafe, choofe life and flavery.”

But I do not propofe to our Britifh ladies, that
~they fhould turn Amazons in the fervice of their So-
vereign, nor fo much as let their nails grow for the
defence of their country. The men will take the
work of the field off their hands, and fhew the world
that Englith valour cannot be matched, when it is
animated by Englifh beauty. 1 do not however dif-
approve the project which is now on foot for a fe-
male aflociation ; and fince I hear the fair confede-
rates cannot agree among themfelves upon a form,
{hall prefume to lay before them the following rough
draught, to be correéted or improved, as they in
their wifdom fhall think fit,

L E the conforts, relicts and [pinfters of the
s ifle of Great Britain, whofe names are
¢ underwritten, being moft paflionately offended at
t the falfehood and perfidioufnefs of certain faithlefs
“ men, and at the lukewarmth and indifference of
& others, have entered into a voluntafy aflociation
“ for the good and fafety of our conftitution. And
“ we do hereby engage ourfelves to raife and arm
“ our waflals for the fervice of his Majefty King
% George, and him to defend with our tongues
‘% and hearts, our eyes, eye-lafhes, favourites, lips,
“ dimples, and every feature, whether natural or ac-
 gquired. We promife publicly and openly to avow
# the loyalty of our principles in every word we
¢ fhall utter, and every patch we fhall ftick on. We,
# do farther promife to annoy the enemy with all
& the flames, darts and arrows with which nature

Yoz. V. 3D * hag
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“ has armed us ; never to correfpond with them by
¢ figh, ogle, or billet- doux; not to have any inter-
¢ courfe with them either in {nuff or tea ; nor to ac-
# cept the civility of any man’s hand who is not rea-
¢ dy t6 ufe it in the defence of his country. We
“ are determined in fo good a caufe to endure the
¢ greateft hardfhips and feverities, if there fhould be
¢ occafion; and even to wear the manufa&ture of
“ our country rather than appear the friends of a
¢ foreign intereft in the richeft French brocade:

. ¢ And, forgetting all ‘private feuds, jealoufies and 3

3

-

animofities, we do unanimoufly oblige ourfelves
“ by this our aflociation, to ftand and fall by one
¢ another, as loyal and faithful fifters and fellow
¢ fubjeéts.”

N. B. This aflociation will be lodged at Mr, Mot~
teaux’s, where attendance will be given to the fub-
{eribers, who are to be ranged in their refpedive co-
lumns, as maids, wives, and widows.

Mbnday, January.23, 17:6 *.

Potiar vifa eff periculofa lbertas gmrta Servitio.
Savrust. Frag. L. i

Liberty with danger is preferable to fervitude
with fecarity.

NE may venture to affirm, that all honeft and
difinterefted Britons of what party foever, if
they underftood one another, are of the fame opi-

nion in points of government : and that the grofs of

the people, who are impofed upon by terms which
they do not comprehend, are Whigs in their hearts.
They are made to believe, that paffive obedience
and non-refiftance, unhm‘ od- power and indefeafible

* No.zo0. right,
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right, have fomething of a venerable and religious
meaning in them ; whereas in reality they only im-

pie ply that a king of Great Britain has a right to be a

tyrant, and that his {fubjeés are obliged in confcience
to be flaves. Were the cale truly and fairly laid
before thern, they would know, that when they-
make a profeflion of fuch principles, they renounce
their legal claim to liberty ahd property, and unwa-
zily fubmit to what they really abhor.

It is our happinefs under the prefent reign, to
hear our King from the throne exhorting us to be
¢ zealous aflertors of the liberties of our country ;"
which exclude all pretenfions to an arbitrary, ty-
rannic, or defpotic power. Thofe who have the
- misfortune to live under fuch a power, have no other
law but the will of their prince, and confequently
no privileges but what are precarious: For though
in fome arbitrary governments there may be a body
of laws obferved in the ordinary forms of juftice,
they are not fufficient to fecure any rights to the
people ; becaufe they may be difpenfed with, or
laid aﬁde, at the pleafure of the fovereign.

And here it very much imports us to confider,
‘that arbitrary power naturally tends to make a man
a bad Sovereign, who might poflibly have been a
good one, had he been invefted with an authority
limited and circumfcribed by laws. None can doubt
of this tendency in arbitrary power, who confider,
that it fills the mind of man with great ‘and unrea-
fonable conceits of himfelf ; raifes him into a belief,
that he is of a fuperior fpecxes to ‘his fubjedts ; ex-
tinguifhes in him the principle of fear, which is one
of the greateft motives to all duties; and creates an
ambition of magnifying himfelf, by the exertion of
{uch a power in all its inftances. So great is the
danger, that when a fovereign ca;n do what he waill,

~_he will do what he can,

One of the moft arbitrary princes in our age was
Muley Ithmael, Emperor of Morocco, who, after a
.long reign, dlecl about a twelvemonth ago. This prince
3 D2 was
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was a man of much wit and natral fenfe, of an ac-
tive temper, undaunted courage, and great applica-
tion. He was a defcendent of Mahomet ; and fo ex-
emplary for his adherence to the law of his prophet,
that he abftained all his life from the tafte of wine;
began the annual feaft, or lent of Ramadan, two
~months before his fubjeés; was frequent in: his
prayers ; and that he might not want opportunities
of kneeling, had fixed in all the fpacious courts of his
palace large confecrated ftones pointing towards the
calt, for any occafional exercife of his devotion.
‘What might not have been hoped from a prince of
thefe endowments, had they not all been rendered
ufelefs and ineffe@tual to the good of his people by
the notion of that power which they aferibed to him !
This will appear, if we confider how he exercifed it
towards his fubjeéts in thofe three great points, which
are the chief end of government, the prefervation of
their lives, the fecurity of their fortunes, and the de-
termination of juftice between man and man.
Foreign envoys, who have given an account of
their audiences, defcribe this boly man mounted on
horfeback in an open court, with feveral of his Al-
cyades, or governors of provinces, about him, ftand-
ing barefoot, trembling, bowing to the earth, and
at every word he fpoke, breaking out into paflionate
exclamations of praife, as, * Great is the wildom of
¢ our Lord the King ; Our Lord the King fpeaks as
“ an angel from Heaven.” Happy was the man a-
mong them, who was fo much a favourite as to be
fent on an errand to the moft remote ftreet in his ca<
pital; which he performed with the greateft alacrity,
ran through every puddle that lay in his way, and took
care to return out of breath and covered with dirt,
that he might thew himfelf a diligent and faithful
minifter. His Majefty at the fame time, to exhibit
the greatnefs of his power, and fhew his horfeman-
thip, feldom difmiffed the 1oreigner from his pre~
fence, until he had entertained him with the flaugh-
ter of two or three of his liege fubjects, whom he

very
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very dexteroufly put to death with the tilt of hix
lance. St. Olon, the French envoy, tells us, that
when he had his laft audience of him, Le received
him jn robes juft ftained with an execation ; and
that he was blooded up to his clbows by a couple
of Moors whom he had been butchering with his
own imperial hands. By the caleulation of that
author, and many others, who have fince given an
account of his exploits, we may reckon that by his
own arm, he killed above forty thoufand of his peo-
ple.  To render himfelf the more awful, he chofe
‘to wear a garb of a particalar colour when he was
bent upon execution ; fo that when he appeared in
yellow, his great men hid themfelves in corners,
and durft not pay their court to him, till he had fa-
i tiated his thirft of blood by the death of fome of his
loyal commoners, or of fuch unwary officers of ftate

as chanced to come in his way  Upon this account,
we are told, that the firft news enquired after every

morning at Mequinez, was, whether the Emperor

were ftirring, and in a good or bad humour? As -

this' prince was a great admirer of architefture, and

employed many thoufands in works of that kind, if

he did not approve the plan or the performance, it

was ufual for him to fhew the delicacy of his tafte

by demolithing the 'building, and putting to death

all that had a hand init. 1 have heard but of one

inftance of his mercy, which was fhewn to the Maf-

ter-of an Englith veflel. This our countryman pre~

fented him with 4 carious hatchet, which he recei-

ved very gracioufly : and afking him whether it had

. a good edge, tried it upon the donor, who, flipping
afide from the blow, efcaped with the lofs only of his

right ear ; for old Muley, upon fecond thoughts,

confidering that it was not one of his own fubjetts,

ftopped his hand, and would not fend him to Para-

dife, I cannot quit this article of his tendernefs

for the lives of his people, without mentioning one

of his Queens whom he was remarkably fond of;

a5 alfo a favourite Prime Migifter, who was very

dear
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dear to him. The firft died by a kick of her Lord
the King, when fhe was big with child, for having
gathered a flower as fhe was walking with him in
his pleafure garden. “The other was baftinadoed to
déath by his Majefty ; whe, repenting of the idrubs
he had given him when it was too late, to mani-
fefl lus efteem for the memory of {o worthy a man,
executed the furgeon that could not cure him.

This abfolute monarch was as notable a guardian
of the fortunes, as of the lives of his fubje&s. When
any man among his people grew rich, in order to
keep him from being dangerous to the ftate, he ufed
to fend for all his goods and chattels. ~ His govern-
ors of towns and provinces, who formed themfelves
upon the example of their Grand Monarque, pradtife,
vapine, viclence, extortion, and all the arts of def-
potic government in their refpedtive diftricts, that
Jthey might be the better enabled to make him their
_ yearly prelents ; for the greateft of his Viceroys
-could ouly propofe to himfelf a comfortable fubfift-
ence out,of the plunder of his province, and was in
certain danger of being recalled or hanged, if he did
not remit the bulk of it to his dread foverciga, That
he might make a right ufe of thefe prodigious trea-
fures, which flowed into him from all the parts ef
‘his wide empire, he took care to bury thém under
-ground, by the hands of his moft trufty flaves, and
then cut their throats, as the moft effeGtual method
-t0 keep them from making difcoveries, Thefe were
his ways and means for raifing money, by which he
weakened the hands of the factious, and in any cafe
of emergency could employ the whole wealth of his

empire, which he hnd thus amafled together in his

fubterraneous exchequer,

As there is no fuch thing as property under an
arbitrary government, you may learn what was Mu-
ley Ifhmacl’s notion of it from the following ftory.
Being upon the road, amidft his life-guards, a litte
befare the time of the Ram-Feaft, he met one of his

Alcyades at the head of his fervants, who were driv= 3

.‘l'Ilg'
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ing a great flock of fheep to market. The Emperor
afkked whofe they were: The Alcyade anfwered with
profound fubmiffion, ¢ They are mine, O Ifhmael !
¢ fon of Elcherif, of the line of Haflan.”” ¢ Thine!
¢ thou fon of a cuckold,” faid this fervant of the
Lord, * I thought I had been the only proprictor
¢ in this country;’’ upon which he run him through
the body with his lance, and very pioufly diftributed
the fheep among his guards for the celebration of
the feaft.

His determinations of juftice between man and
man were indeed very fummary and decifive, and -
generally put an end to the vexations of a law-{uit,

_ by the ruin both of plaintiff and defendent. Travel-

_ lers have recorded fome famples of this kind, which

may give us an idea of the bleflings of his admml-
ftration. One of his Alcyades complaining to him
of a wife, whom he had received from his Majefty’s
hand, and therefore could not divorce her, that fhe
ufed to pull him by the beard ; the Emperor, to re-
drefs this grievance, ordered his beard to be pluck-
ed up by the roots, that he might not be liable to
any more fuch affronts. A country farmer having
accufed foxe of his negro guards for robbing him of
a drove of oxen, the Emperor readily fhot the of-
fenders: But afterwards demanding reparation of the
accufer for the lofs of fo many brave fellows, and
finding him infolvent, compounded the matter with
him by raking away his life. There are many other
inftances of the fame kind. I muft obferve however
under this head, that the only good thing he is cele-
brated for, during his whole reign, was the clear-
_ing of the roads and highways of robbers, with which
they ufed to be very much infefled. But his method
was to flay man, woman, and child, who live with-
in a certain diftance from the place where the rob-
bery was committed. This extraordinary piece of
juftice could not but have its effells, by making
every road in his empire unfafe for the profeflion of
12 free-booter.

I muft



- FREEHOLDER.

I muft not omit this Emperor’s reply to Sir
Cloudefly Shovel, who had taken feveral of his {fub~
jeéts by way of repnfal for the Englith captives that
were detained in his dominions. Upgn the admiral’s
offering to exchange them on very advantageous
terms, this good Emperor fent him word the {ub-
jefts he had taken were poor men, not worth the
ranfoming ; and that he might throw them over
board, ‘or deftroy them otherwife, as he pleafed.

Such was the government of Muley Ifhmael, ¢ the
¢ fervant of God, the Emperor of the faithful, who
¢ was courageous in the way of the Lord; the noble,
¢ the good.”

To conclude this account, which is extraéted from
the beft anthorities; I fhall enly obferve that he was
a great admirer of his late moft Chriftian Majeity.
In a letter to him, he compliments him with the
title of « foveretgn arbiter of the altions and wills
¢ of his people.” And in a book publithed by a
¥renchman, who was fent to him as an Ambaflador,
is the following paffage, * He is abfolute in his ftates,
¢ and often compares himfelf to the Emperor of
¢ France, who, he fays, is the only perfon that
“ knows how to reign like himfelf, and to make
« his will the law.”

This was the Emperor of France, to whom the
perfon, who has a great mind to be King of thele
realms, owed his education, and from whom he
learned his notions of government. What fhould
hinder one, whofe mind 1s fo well feafoned with fuch
prepofleflions, from attempting to copy after his pa-
tron, in the exercife of fuch a power; efpecially con-
fidering that the party who efpoufe his intereft, ne-
ver fails to compliment a Prince, that diftributes all
his places among them, with unlimited power on his
part, and unconditional obedience on that of his fuh-

jedts.

.4
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Friday, September 30, 1713 %,

Honi foit qui mal y penfe.
Evil to him that evil thinks.

Y our lateft advices, both from town and coun-
try, it appears, that the ladies of Great-Britain
who are ¢ able to bear arms,” that is, to fmile
or frown to any purpofe, have already begun to
commit hoftilities upon the men of each oppofite
party, To this end we are affured that many of
them on both fides exercife before their glaffes every
morning ; that they have already cafhiered feveral of
their followers as mutineers, who have contradifted
them in fome political converfations; and that the
Whig ladies in particular defign. very foon to have a .
general review of their forces at a play befpoken by
one of their leaders. This fet of ladigs, indeed, as
they daily do duty at court, are much more expert
in the ufe of their airs and graces than their female
antagonifts, who are moft of them bred in the coun-
try : So that the fifterhood of loyalifts,~in refpect of
the fair malecontents, are like an army of regular
forces, compared with a raw undifciplined militia.
It 15 to this misfortune in their education, that we
may afcribe the rude and opprobriouns language with
which the difaffeCted part of the fex treat the prefent
Royal Family. A little lively ruftick, who hath
been trained up in ignorance and prejudice, will
prattle treafon a whole winter’s evening, and firing
together a parcel of filly feditious ftories, that aré
equally void of decency and truth. Nay, you fome-
times meet with a zealous matron, who fets up for
the patternt of a pafifh, uttering fuch inveitives as
Vor, 1V. 3 E are
: * No. 11.
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are highly mifbecoming her, both as a woman and
a fubje@. In anfwer, therefore, to fuch difloyal ter-
magants, I {hall repeat to them a fpeech of the honeft
and blunt Due du Sully to an aflembly of Popifh
Ladies, who were railing very bitterly againfi Hen-
ry the fourth, at his acceflion to the French throne ;
“ Ladies, faid he, you have a very good King, if
“ you know when you are well. However, fet your
¢ hearts at reft ; for he is not 2 man to be {colded or
¢ feratched out of his kingdom.”

But as 1 never care to {peak of the fair fex, un-
lefs T have an occafion to praife them, I fhall take
my leave of thefe ungentle damfels; and only beg
of them, not to make themfelves lefs amiable than
nature defigned them, by being rebels to the beft of

their abilities, and endeavouring to bring their'coun-

try into bloodfhed and confufion. Let me therefore

recommend to them the example of thofe beautiful .

aflociates, whom I mentioned in my eighth paper,
as I have received the particulars of their behaviour
from the perfon with whom Ilodged their aflociation.

This, affociation being written at length in a large
roll of the fineft vellum, with three diftiné& columns
for the maids, wives, and widows, was opened for
the fubfcribers near a fortnight ago. Never was a
fubfeription for a Raffling or an Opera more crowded.
There is fearce a celebrated beauty about town that
you may not find in one of the three lifts; infomuch,
that if 2 man who did not know the defign, fhould
read only the names of the fubferibers, he would
fancy every column to be a catalogue of toafts. Mr.
Motteux has been heard to fay more than once, that
if he had the portraits of all the affociates, they would
make a finer audtion of pidtures, than he orany body
elfe had ever exhibited.

Several of thefe ladies indeed criticifed upon the
form of the aflociation. One of them, after the per-

ufal of it, wondered that among the features to be °

ufed in defence of their country, there was no men-
tion made of tecth; upon which fhe fmiled very
charmingly,

|
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| charmingly, and difcovered as fine a fet as ever eye
. beheld. Another, who was a tall lovely prude,
_holding up her head in a moft majeftic manner, faid,
with fome difdain, fhe thought a good neck might
have done his majefty as much fervice as fmiles or
dimples. A third looked upon the affociation as de-

fe&tive, becaufe fo neceffary a word as hands was
omitted ; and by her manner of taking up the pen, it

was eafy to guefs the reafon of her objeétion.

Moft of the perfons who affociated, have done
much more than by the letter of the affociation they
were obliged to ; having not only fet their names to
it, but fubfcribed their fevaral aids and fubfidies for
the carrying on fo good a caufe. In the virgin co-
lumn is one who fubfcribes fifteen lovers, all of them
good men and true. There is another who fublferibes
five admirers, with one tall handfome black man fit
to be a colonel. In thort, there is fcarce one in this
1ift who does not engage herfelf to fupply a quota of
brifk young fellows, many of them already equipt
with hats and feathers. ' Among the reft was a
pretty fprightly coquette, with fparkling eyes, who

. fubferibed two quwers of arrows.

i In the column of wives, the firft who took pen in
hand, writ her own name and one vaffal, meaning
her hufband. Another fubferibes her hufband and

. three fons. Another her hufband and fix coach-horf-
es. Moft in this catalogue pdired themfelves with
their refpeétive mates, anfwering for them as men
of honeft principles, and fit for the fervice.

N. B. There were two in this column that wore
affociation ribbons : The firft of them fubferibed her
hnfband, and her hufband’s friend; the fecond a huf-
band and ‘five lovers : but upon enquiring into their
“charaéters, they are both of them found to be Tories,
who hung out falfe colours to be fpies upon the af-

~fociation, or.to infinuate to the world by their fub-
{eriptions, as if a lady of Whig principles could love
any man befides her hufband.

e O The
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The widow’s column is headed by a fine woman,
who calls herfelf Boadicea, and fubfcribes fix hun-
dred tenants. Tt was indeed obferved that the ftrength
of the affociation lay moft in this column: every wi-
dow, in proportion to her jointure, having a great
number of admirers, and moft of them diftinguithed
as able men. Thofe who have examined this lift,
compute that there may be three regiments out of it,
in which there fhall not be one man under fix foot
high.

I muft not conclude this account, without taking
notice of the aflociation-ribben, by which thefe beau-
tiful confederates have agreed to diftinguifh them-
felves. It is indeed fo pretty an ornament, that I
wonder any Englith woman will be without it. A
lady of the affociation, who bears this badge of al-
legiance upont her breaft, naturally produces a de-
fire in every male beholder of gaining a place in a
heart which carries on it {fuch a vifible mark of its
fidelity. When the beauties of our ifland are thus
induftrious to thew thefe principles, as well as their
charms, they raife the fentiments of their country-

men, and infpire them at the fame time both with

loyalty and love. What numbers of profelytes may
we not expecl, when the moft amiable of Britens
thus exhibit to their admirers the only .terms upon
which they are to “hope for any correfpondence or
alliance with them! It is well known that the great-
eft blow the French nation ever received, was the
dropping of a fine lady’s garter, in the reign of king
Edward the Third. The moft remarkable battles
which have been fince gained over that nation, were
fought under the aufpices of a blue ribbon. As our
~ Britith ladies have ftill the fame faces, and our men
the fame hearts, why may we not hope for the fame

glorions atchievements from the influence of this

beautiful breaft-knot?
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Friday, February 10 1 716 %,

Auxilium, quoniam fic cogitis ipfi,

Dixit, ab hofle petam : Vultus avertite veftros,

8% guis amicus adeft ; et Gorgonmis extulit ora.
Ovip Met. 1. 5. ver. 158,

Since thus unequally yon fight, ’tis time,
He ery’d, to punith your prefumptuous crime :
Beware, my friend: his friends were foon prepar’d, '
" Their fight averting, high the head he reard,
JAnd Gorgonr on his foes feverely flar’d.
MANWARING.

7 T is with great fpleafure that I fee a race of fe-

male patriots f{prifiging up in this ifland. The
faireft among the daughters of Great-Britain no long-
er confine their cares to a domeftic life, but are grown
anxious for the welfare of their country, and fhew
themfelves good flatefwomen as well as good - houfe-
wives., . ;

Our fhe-confederates keep pace with us in quafh-
ing that rebellion which had begun to fpread itfelf
among part of the fair fex. If the men. who are
true to their king and country, have taken Prefton
and Perth, the ladies have pofleffed themfelves of
the opera and the playhoufe with as little oppofition
or bloodfhed. The non-refifting women, like their
brothers in the Highlands, think no poft tenable a-
gainft an army that makes fo fine an appearance;
and dare net look them in the face, when they are
drawn up in battle array.

As an inftance of the cheerfulnefs in our fair fel-
low fubjeéts, to oppofe the defign of the Pretender,
1 did but fuggeft in one of my former Papers, ¢ That
¢ the fan might be made ufe of with good fuccefs

% No. 15,  againft
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¢ againft popery, by exhibiting the corruptions of
¢t the church of Rome in various figures;”’ when
immediately they took the hint, and have fince had
frequent confultations upon- feveral ways and me-
thods “ to make the fan ufeful.” They have un-
animoufly agreed upon the following refolutions,
which are indeed very fuitable to ladies who are at
the fame time the moft beautiful and the moft loyal
of their fex. To hide their faces behind the fan,
when they obferve a Tory gazing upon them. Ne-
wer to peep through it, but in order to pick out men,
whofe principles make them worth the conqueft.
To return no other anfwer to a Tory’s addrefles, than
~ by counting the flicks of it all the while he is talk-
ing to them. To avoid dropping it in the neigh-
bourhood of a2 malecontent, that he may not have an
opportunity of taking it up. To fhew their difbe-
lief of any Jacobite ftory by a flirt of it. To fall a
fannipg themfelves, when a Tory comes into one of
their aflemblies, as being difordered at the fight
of him. :
Thefe are the ufes by which every fan may in the
hands of a fine woman become ferviceable to the
public. But they have at prefent under confider-
ation certgin fans of a Proteftant make, that they
‘may have a more extenfive influence, and raife an ab-
horrence of Poperyina whole crowdof beholdeérs: For
they intend to let the world fee what party they are
of, by figures and defigns upon’ thefe fans; as the
knights-errant ufed to diftinguifh themfelves by de-
vices on their {hields. -J
There are feveral fketches of pictures which have
been already prefented to the ladies for their appro-
bation ; and out of which feveral have made their
choice. A pretty young lady will very foon appear
with a fan, which has on it a nunnery of lively
black-eyed veftals, who are endeavouring to creep
out at the grates. Another has a fan mounted with
a fine paper, ‘on which is reprefented a groupe of .
people upon their knees very devoutly worlhipping
: an
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2n old ten-penny nail. A eertain Lady of great learn-

ing has chofen for her device the council of Trent;

and another, who has a geod fatirical turn, has fill-

ed her fan with the figure of a huge tandry wo-

man, reprefenting the whore of Babylon, which ‘the

is refolved to fpread full in the face of any fifter-

difputant, whofe arguments have a tendency to po-

pery. The following defigns are executed on feve-

ral mountings. The ceremony of the holy pontiff
opening the mouth of a cardinal in a full confiftory.

An old gentleman with a triple crown upon his head,

and big with child, being the portrait of Pope Joan.

Bithop Bonnar purchafing great quantities of faggots

and brufh-wood for the converfion of heretics. A
figure reaching at a fceptre with one hand, and hold-

ing a chaplet of beads in the other; with a diftant

view of Smithfield.

When our Ladies make their zeal thus wifible
upon their fans, and, every time they open them,
difplay an error of the church of Rome, it cannot
but have a good effeét, by fhewing the enemie§ of
our prefent eftablithment the folly of what they are
contending for. At leaft, every one muft allow that
fans are much more innocent engines for propagating
the Proteftant religion, than racks, wheels, gibbets,
and the like machines, which are made unfe of for
the advancement of the Roman Catholic. Befides,
as every Lady will of courfe ftudy her fan, the will
be a perfeét miftrefs of the contraverfy at leaft in
one point of popery ; and as her curiofity will put
her upon the perufal of every other fan that is fafh-
ionable, I doubt not but in a very little time there

" will fcarce be a woman of quality in Great Britain,
who would not be an over-match for an Irilh priefts

The beautiful part of this ifland, whom I am proud
_ to number amongit the moft candid of my readers,
- will likewife do well to refle&, that our difpute at
* prefent concerns our civil as well as religious rights.
I fhall therefore only offer it to their thoughts, as a

_point that highly deferves their confideration, whe-
ther
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ther the fan may not alfo be made ufe of with ré:
gard to our political conftitution. As a frecholder, -
I would not have them confine their cares for us as
we are Proteftants, but at the fame time have an eye
to our happinefs as we are Britons. In -this cafe,

" they would give a new turn to the minds of their
countrymen, if they would exhibit on their fans the
feveral grievances of a tyrannical government. Why
might not an audience of Muley Ifhmael, or a Turk
dropping his handkerheief in his feraglio, be pro-
per fubjedls to exprefs their abhorence both of de-
fpotic ‘power, and of male tyranny? Or if they
have a fancy for burlefque, what would they think
of a French cobler cutting fhoes for feveral of his
fellow-fubjes out of 2n cold apple tree? On the
contrary, a fine woman, who would mantain the
dignity of her fex, might bear a firing of galley--
flaves, dragging their chains the whole breadth of
her fan ; and at the fame time, to celebrate her own |
triumphs, might order every flave to be drawn with
the face of one of her admirers.

I only propofe thefe as hints to my gentle readers,
which they may alter or improve as they fhall think
fit: But cannot conclude without congratulating our
country upen this difpofition among the moft ami-
able of its inhabitants, to confider in their ornaments
the advantage of the public as well as of their
perfons. It was with the fame {pirit, though not with
the fame politenefs, that the ancient Britith women i
had the figures of monfters painted on their naked
bodies, in order, as our hiftorians tell us, to make i
. themfelvesbeautiful in the eyes of their countrymen, °
rand terrible to their cnemies. If this projeét goes
on, we may boaft, that our fiter Whigs have the
fineft fans, as well as the moft beautiful faces, of any
ladies in the world. At leaft, we may venture to
foretel, that the figures in their fans will leflen the
Tory intereft, much more than thofe in the Oxford «
almanacks will advanes it.
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Monday, March 5, 1716*.

Studiis rudis, [ermone barbarus, impetu [firenuus,
manu promptus, cogitatione celer.
: VEL. PATERC,

Unpolitely educated, exprefling himfelf in vulgar
language, boifterous, eager at a fray, and over haity
in taking up an opinion.

OR the honour of his Majefty, and the fafety
of his government, we cannot but obferve,
that thofe who have appeared the greateft enemies
to both, are of that rank of men who are com-
monly diftingnithed by the title of Fox-hunters.
As feveral of thefe have had no part of their educa-
tion in cities, camps, or courts, it is doubtful
whether they are of greater ornament or unfe to the
nation in which they live. It would be an ever-
lafting reproach to politics, thould fuch men be a-
bl= to overturn an eftablifhment which has been form-
ed by the wifeft laws, and is fupported by the a-
bleft heads. The wrong notions and prejudices
which cleave to many of thelfe country-gentlemen,
who have always lived out of the way of being bet-
ter informed, are not ealy to be conceived by a per-
fon who has never converfed with them.

That I may give my readers an image of thefe
rural ftatefmen, I fhall, without farther preface, {et
down an account of a difcourfe I chanced to have
with one of them fome time ago. I was travelling -
towards one of the remoteft parts of England ; when,
about three o’clock in the afternoon, feeing a coun-
try-gentleman trotting before me with a fpaniel by
his horfe’s fide, I made up to him. Our converfa-

Vor. 1V, . 3 F tion
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tion opened, as ufual, upon the weather; in whicl
we were very unanimous, having both agreed that
. it was too dry for the feafon of year. My fellow-
traveller, upon this, obferved to me, there had been
no good weather fince the Revolution. I was a little
ftartled at fo extraordinary a remark ; but would not
interrupt him till he proceeded to tell me of the fine
weather they ufed to have in King Charles the Se-
cond’s reign. I only anfwered, that 1 did not fee
how the badunefs of the weather could be the King's
. fault ; and, without waiting for his reply, afked him,
whole houfe it was we faw upon a rifing ground at
a little diftance from us. He told me it belonged
to an old fanatical cur, Mr. {uch-a-one. * Youn
* muft have heard of him,” fays he, ¢ he is one of
the rump.* T knew the gentleman’s charafter up-
on hearing his name ; but aflured him, that to ‘'my

kinowledge he was a good churchman. Ay ! fays he
with a kind of furprife, *“ we are told in the country,
¢¢ that he fpoke twice in the Queen’s time againft
% taking off the duties upon French claret.”  This
naturally led us into the proceedings of late Parlia-
ments ; upon which occafion he affirmed roundly,
that there had not beéen one good law paffed fince
King William’s acceflion to the throne, except the
att for preferving the game. I had a mind to fee
him out, and therefore did not care for contradiéting
him, “ Is it not hard,” fays he, ¢ that honeft gen-
¢ tlemen fhould be taken into cuftody of meflengers
¢ to-prevent them from afting according to their ¥

¢ confciences? But,” fays he, * what can we expect
¢ when a parcel of factious fons of whores”—He
was going on in a great paffion; but chanced to mifs
his dog, who was amufing himfelf about a bufh tliat
grew at fome diftance behind us. We flood ftill un-
till he had whiflled him up ; when he fell into a lang
panegyric upon his {paniel, who feemed indeed ex-
cellent in his kind : But I found the moft remark-
able adventure of his life was, that he had once like
to have worried a diflenting-teacher.  The mafler
could |
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eould hardly fit on his horfe for laughing all the'
while he was giving me the particulars of this ftory,
which I found had mightily endeared his dog to him,
and, as he himfelf told me, had made him a great
favourite among all the honeft gentlemen of the
country. We wereat length diverted from this piece
of mirth by a poft-boy, who, winding his horn at us,
my companion gave him two or three curfes, and
left the way clear for him. ¢ I fancy,” faid I,
¢ that poft brings news from Scotland. I fhall Iong
“ to fee the next Gazette.** "Sir,” fays he, “ I make
¢ it a rule never to believe any of your printed
“ news,. We never fee, Sir, how things go, ex-
‘ ceptmow and thien in Dyer’s Letter, and | read that
¢ more for the ftile than the news. The man has a
‘ clever pen, it muft be owned. Butis tnot ftrange
that we fhould be making war upou Church of
England men with Dutch and Swifs fcldiers, men
of antimonarhical principles? Thefc foreigners
will never be loved in England, Sir; they have
not that wit and good breeding that we have.” I
muft confefs, I did not expe@ to hear my new. ac-
quaintance value himfelf upon thefe qualifications ;
but finding him fuch acritic upon foreigrers, I afk-
ed him, if he had ever travelled? He told me, he
did not know what travelling was good for, but to
teach a man to ride the great horfe, to jabber French,
and to tulk againft paflive obedience: To which he
added, that he fcarce ever knew a Traveller in his
life who had not forfook his principles, and loft his
hunting-feat. * For my part,” fays he, * I and my
¢ father before me have always been for paflive o-
bedience, and fhall be always for oppofing a Prince
¢ who makes ufe of Minifters that are of another
‘ opinion. But where do you intend to inn to-
* night ? (for we were now come in fight of the
next town) I can help you to a very good land-
¢ lord, if you will go along with me. He is a lufty
¢ jolly fellow, that lives well, at leaft three yards
t jn the girth, and the beft Church of England man
. 3Fa “ upon

it
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¢ upon the road.” I had the curiofity to fee this
high-church inn-keeper, as well as to enjoy more of
the converfation of my fellow-traveller; and there-
fore readily confented to fet our horfes together for
that night. As we rode fide by fide through the
town, 1 was let into the charadters of all the prin-
cipal inhabitants whom we met in our way. One
was a dog, another a whelp, another a cur, and an-
other the {on of a bitch ; under which feveral deno-
minations were comprehended all that voted on the
Whig fide in the laft eletion of burgeffes. As for
thofe of his own party, he diftinguifthed them by =
nod of his head, and afked them, how they did by
their Chriftian names. Upon our arrival at the inn,
my companion fetched out the jolly landlord, who
knew him by his whifile. Many endearments and
private whifpers pafled between them ; though it was
ealy to fee, by the landlord’s fcratching his head,
that things did not go to their withes. The landlord
had fwelled his bedy to a prodigious fize, and work-
ed up his complexion to fuch 2 ftanding crimfon by
his zeal for the profperity of the Church, which he
exprefled every hour of the day, as his cuftomers
dropped in, by repeated bumpers. He had not time
to go to church himfelf ; but, as my friend told me
in my ear, had headed a mob at the pulling down
of two or three meeting-houfes. While fupper was
preparing, he enlarged upon the happinefs of the
neighbouring fhire ; ¢ for,” fays he, * there is fcarce
¢ a Prefbyterian in the whole country, except the
¢ Bifhop.” In fhort, I found by his difcourfe that
he had learned a great deal of politics, but not one

word of religion, from the Parfon of his parifh ; and .

* indeed, that he had fcarce any other notion of reli-
gion, but that it confifted in hating Prefbyterians. I
had a remarkable inflance of his notions in this par-
ticular. Upon fecing a poor decrepit old woman
pafs under the window where he fat, he defired me
to take notice of her ; and afterwards informed me,
‘that the was generally reputed a witch by the coun-

fry
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try people ; but that, for his part, he was apt to be-
lieve, fhe was a Prefbyterian.

Supper was no fooner ferved in, than he took oc-
cafion, from a fhoulder of mutton that lay before us,
to cry up the plenty of England, which would be
the happieft country in the world, provided we
would live within ourfelves. Upon which he ex-
patiated upon the inconveniences of trade, that car-
sied from us the commodities of our country, and
made a parcel of upftarts as rich as men of the moft
ancient families of England. He then declared frank-
ly, that he had always been againft all treaties and
alliances with foreigners. ¢ Our wooden walls,” fays
he, ““ are our fecurity ; and we may bid defiance to
¢ the whole world, -efpecially if they fhould attack
¢ us when the militia 1s out.” I ventured to reply,
that I had as great an opinion of the Englifh fleet as
he had ; but I could not fee-how they could be paid,
and. ma.nncd and fitted out, unlefs we encouraged
trade and navigation. He rephcd with fome vehe-
mence, that he would undertake to prove trade would
berthe ruin of the Englifh nation. I would fain have
put him upon it; but he contented himfelf with af-
firming it more eagerly ; to which he added two or
three curfes upon the London merchants, not forget-

ting the direftors of the bank. After fupper, he,

- - afked me, if I was an admirer of punch ; and imme-

diately called for a fneaker. T took this occafion to
infinuate the advantages of trade, by oblerving to-
him, that water was the only native of England that
could be made ufe of on this occafion : But that the
lemons, the brandy, the fugar, and the nutmeg, were -
all foreigners. This put him into fome confufion;
but the landlord, who overheard me, brought him
off, by affirmiug, that for conftant ufe there was no
liquor like a cup of Englith water, provided it had
malt enough in it. My fquire laughed heartily at
the conceit, and made the landlord fit down with us.
‘We fat pretty late over our punch; and amidft =
great deal of improving difcourfe, drank the healths

of
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of feveral perfons in the conntry, whom I had never
heard of, that they both affured me, were the ableft
ftatefmen in the nation: And of fome Londoners,
whom they extolled to the fkies for their wit, and
who, 1 knew, paffed in town for filly fellows, It
being now midnight, and my friend perceiving by
his almanack, that the moon was up, he called for
his horfes, and took a fudden refolution to go to his
houfe, which was at three miles diftance from the
town, after having bethought himfelf, that he never
flept well out of his own bed. He fhook me very
heartily by the hand at parting, and difcovered a
great air of fatisfaétion in his looks, that he had met
with an opportunity of thewing his parts; and left
me a much wifer man than he found me,

Friday, March 9, 1716 *.

Iilis tra modum fupra eff, et [epe venenum morfibug
Iﬂj}fraﬂt

Vir. GEORG. 4. ver. 236,

————__The wrathful race,
When once provok’d, aflaule the aggreflor’s face ;
“There fix their ftrings.

DRYDEN,

IN the wars of Europe which were waged among

our forefathers, it was ufual for the enemy, when
there was a King in the ficld, to demand by a trum-
pet in what part of the camp he refided, that they
might avoid firing wpon the royal pavilion. Our
party-contefts in England were heretofore managed
with the fame kind of decency and good breeding.
The perfon of the Prince was always looked upon as
facred ; and whatever fevere ufage his friends or

* No# 23. : minifters
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minifters met with, none prefumed to direft their
hoftilities at their fovereign. The enemies of our
prefent fettlement are of fuch a coarfe kind of make,
and {o equally void of of loyalty and good manners,
that they are grown fenrrilous upon the Royal Family,
and treat the moft exalted charafters with the mofl
opprobrious language.

This petulance in converfation is particularly ob-
ferved to prevail among fome. of that fex where it
appears the moft unbecoming and the moft unnatural.
Many of thefe a& with the greater licentioufnefs,

. becaufe they know they can aét with the greater
impunity. This confideration indeed engages the
moft generous and well-bred even of cur {he-male-
contents, to make no ill ufe of the indulgence of our
lawgivers, and to difcover in their debates, at leaft
the delicacy of the woman, if not the duty of the
fubjeé. But it is generally remarked, that every
one of them, who is a {lirew in domeftic life, is now
become a feold in politics. And as for thofe of
the party who are of a fuperior rank, and unblem-
tfhed virtue, it muft be a m.t:lancholy refletion for
them to confider, that all the common women of the
town are of their fide; for which reafon they ought
to preferve a more than ordinary modefty in their
fatirical excurfions, that their charaters may not be
liable to fufpicion.

1f there is not fome method found out for allay-
ing thefe heats and animofities among the fair fex,
one does not know to what outrages they may pro-
ceed. I remember a hero in Scarron, who findin
himfelf oppofed by a mixed multitude of both fexes
with a great deal of virulent language, after hav-
ing brought them to a fubmiffion, gave order (to keep
them from doing farther mifchief) that the men
fhould be difarmed of their clubs, and that the wo-
men fhould have their nails pared. We are not yet
reduced to the neceflity of applying fuch violent re-
medies ; but as we daily receive accounts of ladies
battling on both fides, and thofe who appear againft

the
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the conftitution make war upon their antagonifty
by many unfair prafices and unwarrantable methods,
1 think it is very cenvenient there thould be a car-
tel fettled between them. If they have not yet a-
?reed upon any thing of this nature among them-
elves, I would propofe to them the following plan,
in which I have fketched out feveral rules fuited to
the politeft fex in one of the moft civilized nations.

HAT in every political rencounter between
woman and woman, no weapon fhall be made
ule of but the tongue. i

Thatin the courfe of the engagement, if either
of the combatants, finding herfelf hard preft by her
adverfary, thall proceed to perfonal refle&ions or dif-
gcveg:y of fecrets, they fhall be parted by the ftanders-

y.
. That when both fides are drawn up in a full af-
fembly, it fhall not be lawful for above five of them
to talk at the fame time.

That if any {hall detra® from a lady’s chara&er
(unlefs fhe be abfent), the faid detradtrefs fhall be
forthwith ordered to the loweft place of the room.

That none prefume to {peak difrefpedtfully of his
Majeity, or any of the Royal family, on pain of
three hours filence.

* That none be permitted to" talk fpltefully of the
court, unlefs they ¢an produce vouchers that they
have been there.

That the making ule of news which goes about
in whifper, unlefs the author be preduced, or the
fact well attefled, fhall be deemed fighting with white

‘powder, and contrary to the laws of war.

That any one who produces libels or Iampoons,
thall be regarded in the fame manner as one who
fhoots with poifoned bullets.

"That when a lady is thoroughly convinced of the
falfhood of any ftory fhe has related, fhe fhall give
her parole not to tell it for-a certain truth that
winter.

That -
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‘That when any matter of doubt arifes which can-
not otherwife be decided, appeal fhall be made to a
toft, if there be any fuch in the company.

That no coquette, notwithftanding fhe can do it
with a good air, {hall be allowed to figh for the dan-
ger of the church, or to fhiver at the apprehenfions
of fanaticifm.

That when a woman has talked an hour and an
half, it fhall be lawful to call her down to order.

As this civil difcord among the fifterhood of Great-
Britain 1s likely to engage them in a long and linger<
ing war, confifting altogether of drawn battles, it is
the more neceflary that there fhould be.a cartel fet-
tled among them. Befides, as our Englith ladies are
at prefent the greateft ftatefwomen in Europe, they
will be in danger of making themfelves the moft
unamiable part of their fex, if they continue to give
a loofe to intemperate language, and to a low kind
of ribaldry, which is not ufed among the women of
fathion in any other country.

Difcretion and good nature have been always look-
ed upon as the diftinguifhing ornaments of female
converfation. The woman, * whofe price is above
¢ rubies,” has no particular in the charafter given
of her by the wife man, more endearing, than that
¢ fhe openeth her mouth with wifdotﬂ, and in her
L0 tongue is. the law of kindnefs.” Befides, every
fierce fhe-zealot fhould confider, that however any
other of the fex may feem to applaud her as a par-
tifan, there is none of them who would not be afraid
of aflociating himfelf with her in any of the more
private relations of life.

1 fhall only add, that there is no talent fo perni-
cious as eloquence, to thofe who have it not under
command : For which reafon, women, who are fo
liberally gifted by nature in this particular, ought to
ftudy with the greateft application, the rules of female
. oratory delivered in that excellent treatife, intitled,
¢ the government of the tongue.” Had that author
forefeen the political ferment which is now raifed

VoL IV. 3G. among
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vifion of 2 Highland Seer, who is famous among the
mountains, and known by the name of Second-fighted
Sawney. Had he been able to write,» we might
probably have feen this vifion fooner in print; for
it happened to him very early in the late hard winter ;
and is tranfmited to me by a ftudent of Glafgow,
who took the whole relation from him, and fltuck
clofe to the faéts, though he has delivered them in
his own ftile. :

SAWNEY was defcended of an ancient family,

) = very much renowned for their fkill in prognof-

tics. Moit of his anceftors were fecond fighted ; and

- his mother but narrowly efcaped being burnt for a

.\ witch. As he was going out one morning very

~ carly to {teal a theep, he was feized on the fudden
with a fit of fecond fight. The face of the whole
country about him was changed in the twinkling of
an eye, and prefented him wirh a wide profpe¢t of
new fcenes and objefts, which he had never feen
until that day.

. He difcovered at a great diftance from him a large
fabric, which caft fuch a glittering light about it,
that it looked like a huge rock of diamend. Upon
the top of it was planted a ftandard, fireaming in a
ftrong northern wind, and embroidered with a mix-

* tare of thiftles and flower-de-luces. As he was a-
mufing himfelf with this ftrange fight, he heard a
bagpipe at fome diftance behind him; and, turning
about, ‘faw a general, who feemed very much ani-

- mated with the found of it, marching towards him
at the head of 2 numerous army. He learnt upon
enquiry, that they were making a proceflion to the
firufture which ftood before him, and which he found

. was thetemple of rebellion. He immediately ftruck
in with them ; but deferibed this march to the. tem-
ple with fo much horror, that he thivered every joint
all the while he fpoke of it. They were forced to
clamber over fo many rocks, and to tread upon the

. brink of fo many- precipices, that they were often

3 2 in-
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in danger of their lives. Sawney declared, that, for
his own part, he walked in fear of his neck every
ftep he took. Upon their coming within 2 few fur-
longs of the temple, they pafled through a very thick
grove, confecrated to a deity, who was known by
the name of Treafon. They here difperfed them-
felves into abundance of labyrinths and covered walks,
which led to the temple. The path was fo very
flippery, the fhade fo exceeding gloomy, and the
whole wood fo full of echoes, that they were forced
to march with the greateft warinefs, circumf{peétion
and filence. They at length arrived at a geeat gate,

which was the principal avenue to that magnificent -

fabric. Sawney ftood fome time at the entrance to
obferve the {plendor of the building, and was not a
little entertained with a prodigious number of ftaties,
which were planted up and down in a fpacious court
that lay before it ; but upon examining it more nicely,
he found the whole fabric, which made fuch a glit-
tering appearance, and feemed impregnable, was com-
pofed of ice, and that the feveral flatues, which feem-
ed at a diftance to be made of the whiteft marble,
were nothing elfe but fo many figures in fnow. The
front of the temple was very curioufly adorned with
ftars and garters, ducal coronets, generals ftaffs, and
“many other emblems of honour, wrought in the moft
beautiful froft work. After having ftood at gaze
fome time before this great gate, he difcovered on it
an infeription, fignifying it to be the gate of perjury.
There was erefted near it a great Colloffus in {now,
that had two faces, and was drefled like a Jefuit,
with one of his hands upon a book, and the other
gralping a dagger. Upon entering into the court,
he took a particular furvey of feveral of the figures.
There was Sedition with a trumpet in her hand, and
Rapine in the garb of a Highlander : Ambltmn,
Envy, Difgrace, Poverty, and Difappointment, were
all of them reprefented under their proper emblems.
Among other flatues, he obferved that of Rumour
whifpering an idiot in the car, who was the repre-
fentative
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fentative of Credulity ; and Fafhion embracing with

her hundred arms an old fafhioned figure in a fteeple

crowned hat, that was defigned to exprefs a cunning

old gipfly called Paflive-Obedience. Zeal too had 2

place among the reft, with a bandage over her eyes;

though one would not have expe&led to have feen

her reprefented in fnow. But the moft remarkable
objeét in this court-yard, was a huge tree that grew

up before the porch of the temple, and was of the

fame kind with that which Virgil tells us flourithed

‘at the entrance of the infernal regions: For it bore
nothing but dreams, which hung in clufters under

every leaf of it. The travellers refrefhed themfelves

in the fhade of this tree before they entered the tem-

ple of Rebellion ; and after their frights and fatigues,

received great comfort in the fruit which fell from

it. At lengrh the gates of the temple flew open,
and the crowd rufhed into it., In the centre of it

was a grim idol, with a fword in the right hand, and
a firebrand in the left. The fore part of the pe-
deftal was curionlly emboffed with a trumpet ; while

the back part, that lay more out of fight, was filled

with gibbets and axes. This dreadful idol is wor-

fhipped, like feveral of old, with human facrifices,
and his votaries were confulting among themfelves,

how to gratify him with hecatombs ; when on a

fudden they were furprifed with the alarm of a great

light which appeared in the fouthern part of the

heavens, and made its progrefs direétly towards them.

This light appeared as a great mafs of flame, or ra-

ther glory, like that of the fun in its ftrength. There

were three figures in the midft of it, who were

known by their feveral hieroglyphics, to be Reli-

gion, Loyalty, and Valour. The laft had a graceful

air, a blooming countenance, and a ftar upon his

breaft, which fhot forth feveral pointed beams of =

peculiar luftre. The glory which encompaffed them

covered the place, and darted its rays with fo much

firength, that the whole fabric and all its ornaments
began to melt. The feveral emblems of honour,

which
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gant notion 'they entertain of themfelves, and the
mean opinion they have of their neighbours, There
are certainly (notwithftanding the vifible. decay of
learning and tafte which has appeared among them
of late years) many particular perfons in that coun-
try, who are eminent in the higheft dcglee for their
good fenfe, as well as for their knowledge in all the
arts and fcwnces But I believe every one who is

acquainted with them, will allow that the people
in general fall fhort of thofe who border upon them
in ftrength and folidity of underftanding. One would
therefore no more wonder to fee the moft fhallow
nation of Europe the moft vain, than to find the moft
empty fellows in every diftiné&t nation more conceited
and cenforious than the reft of their countrymen.
Prejudice and felf-fafficiency naturally proceed from
inexperience of the world, and ignorance of mankind.
As it requires but very fmallabilities to difcover the
imperfeétions of another, we find that none are more
apt to turn their neighbours into ridicule, than thofe
who are the moft ridiculous in their own private
conduét.

Thofe among the French who have feen nothing
but their own country, can fecarce bring themfelves
to believe that a nation which lies never fo litte
north of them, is not full of Goths and Vandals.
Nay, thofe among them who travel into foreign parts
are fo prejudiced in favour of their own imaginary
politenefs, that they are apt to look upon every thing
as barbarous in proportion as it deviates from what
they find at home. No lefs a man then an ambaf-
fador of France, being in converfation with our King
of glorious memory, and willing to encourage his
Majefty, told him, that he talked like a Frenchman.
The King {miled at the encomium which was given
him, and only replied, * Sir, I am fure you do.”
An eminent writer of the laft age was {o offended at
this kind of infolence, which fhewed itfelf very plen-
tifully in one of their travellers who gave an account
of hngland that he vindicated the honour of his

country
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country in a book full of juft fatire and ingenuity.
I need not acquaint my reader, that I mean Bithop
“Sprat’s anfwer to Sorbiere.-

Sinced am upon this head, I cannot forbear men-
tioning fome profound remarks that I have been
lately thewn in a French book, the author of which
lived, itfeems, fome time in England. ¢ The Englifh,”
fays this curious traveller, * very much delight in
¢ pudding. This is the favourite difh not only of
¢ the clergy, but of the people in general. Provided
¢ there be a pudding upon the table, no matter what
¢ are the other difhes ; they are fure to make a feaft.
« They think them{elves fo happy when they have
¢ a pudding before them, that if any would tell a
¢ friend he isarrived in a lucky jointure, the ordinary
¢ falutation is; Sir, I am glad to fee you ; you are
t come in pudding time.” ¢ iy

One cannot have the heart to be angry at this ju-
dicious obferver, notwithftanding he has treated us
like a race of Hottentots, becaufe he only taxes us
with our inordinate love of pudding, which, it muft
be confefled, is not fo elegant a difh as frog and fallet.
Every one who has been at Paris, knows that Un
gros Milord Anglois is a frequent jeft upon the French
ftage ; as if corpulence was a proper. fubje& for fa-

“tire, or a man of honour could help his being fat,
who eats fuitable to his quality.

It would be endlels to recount the inveétives
which are to be met with among the French hifto-
rians, and even in Mezeray himfelf, againft the man-
ners of our countrymen. Their authors in other
kinds of writings are likewife very liberal in cha-
raéters of the fame nature. 1 cannot forbear men-
tioning the learned Monfieur Patin in particular ;
who tells us in fo many words, ¢ That the Englith
¢ are a people whom he naturally abhors:” And
in another place, ¢ That he looks upon the Englifh
¢« among the feveral nations of men, as he does upon
¢ wolves among the feveral f{pecies of beafts.” A
Britith writer would be very juftly charged with

want



FREEHOLDER. 423

want of politenefs, who, in return to this civility,

thould look upon the French as that part of mankind

. which anfwers to a fpecies in the brute creation,
whom we call in Englith by the name of Monkies.

If the French load us with thefe indignities, we
may obferve, for our comfort, that they give the
reft of their borderers no better quarter. If we are
a dull, heavy, phlegmatic people, we are, it feems,
no worle than our neighbours. As an inftance, I
fhall fet down at latge a remarkable paffage in a fa-
mous book intitled Chevreana, written many years

. ago by the celebrated Monfieur Chevreau ; after hav-
ing advertifed my reader that the Duchefs of Hano-
ver, and the Princefs Elizabeth of Bohemia, who *
are mentioned in it; were the late excellent Princefs

' Sophia and her fifter.

Tilenus, pour un Allemand, parle & ecrit bien
Frangois, dit Scaliger : Gretzer a bien de Pefprit pour
un Allemand, dif le Cardinal du Perron: Et Ils P.
Boubours met en queflion, Si un Allemand peut etre
bel efprit? On ne doit juger ni bien ni mal d’une na-
tion par un particulier, ni d’un particulier par fa na-
tion. Il y a des Allemands, comme des Frangors, qui
wont paint d'efprit ; des Allemands, qui on [ren plus
d&’Hebreu, plus de Gree, que Scaliger &8 le Cardinal
du Pervon : Phonore fort le P. Bouhours, qui a du
merite ; mats Jofe dire, que la France n'a point de
plus bel efprit que Madame la Duchefle de Hanovre
d’aujourd’hui, ni de perfonne plus de folidement [av-
ante et philofophie que Petoit Madame la Princefle
Elizabeth de Boheme, fa feeur: Et je ne crois pas
que Pon vefufe le meme titre a beaucoup d' Academ-
iciens A’ Allemagne dont les ouvrages meriteroient bien
d’ etre traduits. Il y a &’ autres Princeffes en Al-
lemagne, qui ont infinimént de P efprit. Les Frangois
difent, c’elt un Allemand, pour exprimer un homme
pefant, brutal : 5 les Allemands, comme les Ttaliens,
c’eft un Frangois, pour dire un fou %5 un etourdi.
Ceft aller trop lotn : comme le Prince de Sale dit de

Vor: I'V. 3 H . Rauyter;
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Ruyter ; Il eft honnete homme, c’eft bien dommage
qu’il foit Chretien. = Chevreana, Tom. 1.

Tk
&
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¢ Tilenus fays Scaliger, fpeaks and writes well
for a German. Gretzer has a great deal of wit for
a German, fays Cardinal Perron. And father
Bohours makes it a queftion, whether a2 German
can be a wit? One ought not to judge well or ill
of a nation from 2 particular. perfon, nor of a par-
ticular perfon from his nation. There are Ger-
mans, as there are French, who have no wit ; and
Germans who are better fkilled in Greek and

- Hebrew than either Scaliger or the Cardinal du

Perron. I havea great honour for father Bou-
hours, who is 2 man of merit ; but will be bold
to fay, that there is not in all France a perfon of
more wit than the prefent Duchefs of Hanover;
nor more thoroughly knowing in philofophy, than
was the late princefls Elizabeth of Bohemia her
fifter : and 1 believe none can refufe the fame
title to many academicians in Germany, whofe
works very well deferve to be tranflated into our
tongue. There are other princefles in Germany,
who have alfo an infinite deal of wit. The French
fay of a2 man, that he is a German, when they
would fignify that he is dull and heavy : And the
Germans, as well as the Italians, when they
would call a man a hair-brained coxcomb, fay he
is a Frenchman. This is going too far; and is
like the governor of Sallee’s faying of De Ruyter
the Dutch Admiral, ¢ He is an honeft man; it
is a great pity he is a Chriftian.”

Having already run my paper out to its ufual

length, I have not room for many reflexions on that
which is the fubje& of it. The laft cited author
has been beforehand with me in its proper moral.
I fhall only add to it, that there has been an unac-
countable difpofition among the Englifh of late years,

to

fetch the fafhion from the French, not enly in

their drefs and behaviour, but even in their judge-
ments and opinions of mankind, It will however

be
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be rcafonable for us, if we concur with them in their
contempt of other neighbouring nations, that we
fhould likewife regard ourfelves under the fame view
in which they are wont to place us. The reprefen-
tations they make of us, are as of g nation the leaft
favoured by them ; and, as thefe are agreeable to the
natural averfion they have for us, are more difadvan=~
tageous than the piftures they have drawn of any
other people in Europe. .

Monday, April 30, 1716*%,

-——Loﬂgam‘ ﬁrmqﬁz, vale
Vire. Ecl. 3. ver. 79.

Adien, iny fair, a long adieun !

J T is the ambition of the male part of the world
to make themfelves efteemed, and of the female

to make themfelves beloved. As this is the laft pa-~
per which I {hall addrefs to my fair readers, I can-
not perhaps oblige them more than by leaving them
as a kind of legacy, a certain fecret, which feldom
fails of procuring this affeftion, which they are na-
‘turally formed both to defire and to obtain. This
noftrum is comprifed in the following fentence of
Seneca, which 1 fhall tranflate for the fervice of my
country-women. - Ego tibi monflrabo amatorium
Sine med:mmerzto, f ne berba, fine ullius venefice car-
mine. 81 vis amari, ama. * 1 will difcover to you
¢ a philter that has neither drug nor fimple, nor en-
“ chantment in it. Love, if you would raife love.”
If there be any truth in this difcovery, and this be
fuch a fpecific as the author pretends, there is no-
thing which makes the fex more unamiable than
party-rage. The fineft woman, in a tranfport of fu-
Y, lofes the ufe of her face. Inflead of charming
# No. 38. 3 Ha he_r
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her beholders, fhe frights both friend and foe,  The
latter can never be fmitten by fo bitter an enemy,

nor the former captlvated by a nymph; who, upon
occafion, can be fo very angry. The moft endearing

of our beautiful fellow-{ubje&s-’are thofe whofe minds

are the/leaft imbittered with the paflions and preju-
. -dices of either fide, and who difcoverthe native fweet-
nefs of thele in every part of their converfation and
behaviour, A Icvley woman who thus flourifhes in
her innocence and good humour, amidft that mu-
tual {pite and rancour which prevails among her ex-
afperated fifterhood, appears more amiable by the
fingularity of her charadter; and may be compared,
with Solomon’s bride, to ¢ a lily among the thorns.”

A ftatefwoman 1s as ridiculons a creature as a
cot-quean. Each of the fexes fhould keep within
its particular bounds, and content themfelves to ex-
cel' within their refpeitive diftri@ts. When Venus
complai_ned to Jupiter of the wound which {he had
received in battle, the father of the gods fmiled up-
on her, and put her in mind, that inflead of nlumg
in war, which was not her bufinefs, fhe fliould have
been olhcmtmg m her proper m niftry, aud carrying
on the delights of marriage.  The delicacy of feve-
ral modern critics has been offended . with Homer’s
Billingfgate warriors ; but a feolding hero is at the

worft a more tolerable’ charafer than a bully in

petticoats.  To which we may add, that the keen-
eft fatirift among the ancients, looked upon nothing
as a more proper fubject of raillery and invedive,
than a female gladiator.

I am the more difpofed to take into confideration
thele ladies of fire and and politics, becaufe it wounld
be very monftrous to fee feuds and animofities, kept
up among the foft fex, when they are in fo hepeful
a way of being compofed among the men, by the
feptennial hill, which is now ready for the royal af-
fent. As'this is likely to produce a ceffation of
arms until the expiration of the prefent Parliament,
among one half of our ifland, it is very reafonable

: that
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¢ duced a certain frown into the features, and 2 |
¢ fournefs into the air of our Britith Ladies, to the
 great damage of their charms, and vifible decay
¢ of the national beauty.”

As for the enafting part of the bill, it may con-
ift of many partculars, which will naturally arife
from the debates of the tea-table ; and muft there-
fore be left to the diferetion and experience of the
commitee. Perhaps it. might not be amifs to e-
nalt, among other things,

¢ That the difcourfing on politics thall be look-
“ ed upon as dull as talking on the weather.

¢ That if any man troubles a female affembly
* with parliament-news, he fhall be marked out ,as
“ g blockhead, or an incendiary.

¢ That no woman fhall henceforth prefume to
¢ ftick a patch upon her forechead, unlefs it be in
# the very middle, that is, in the neutral part of
eit) :
¢ That all fans and fmufll-boxes, of what princis
¢¢ ples foever, thall be called in: And that orders
“ be given to Motteux and Matthers, to deliver out,
¢ in exchange for them, fuch as have no tintture
¢ of party in them.

“ That when any Lady befpeaks a play, fhe fhall
take effetual care, that the audience be pretty e-
¢ qually checquered with Whigs and Tories.

¢ That no woman of any party preflume to in-
“ fluence the legiflature.

¢ That there be a general amnefty and oblivion
“ of all former hoftilities and diftinctions, all pub-
“ lic and private failings on either fide: And that
¢ every one who comes into this neutrality with-
¢ in the fpace of weeks, fhall be al-
¢ Jowed an ell extraordinary above the prefent fland-
¢ ard, in the circumference of her petticoat.

% Provided- always neverthelefs, that nothing |
& Herein contained fhall extend, or be conftrued to
¢ extend, to any perfon or perfons, inhabiting and
¢ pradifing within the hundreds of Drury, or to

- (1] any

-
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% any other of that fociety in what part foever of -

¢ the nation, in like manner pra&ifing and refid-

“ ing ; who are ftill at Iiberty to rail, calumniate,
# {cold, frown and pout, as in aforetimes, any thing
¢ in this 2ét to the contrary notwithftanding.”

Monday,May 7, 1716 *.

Urit enim fulgore fuo qui pragravat artes
Infra fe pofitas : extin@lus amabitur idem.
J Hor. Ep. 1. L. 2. ver. 13.

[IMITATED.]

Sure fate of all, beneath whofe rifing ray
Each ftar of meaner merit fades away !
Oppreflfed we feel the beam direétly beat ;
Thofe funs of glory pleafe not till they fet.
i Porz

lT requires no fmall degree of refolution to be an
author, in a country fo facetious and fatirical as
this of Great-Britain. Such a one raifes a kind of
alarm among his fellow fubjects, and, by pretending
to diftinguifh himfelf from the herd, becomes a mark
of public cenfure, and fometimes a ftanding objedk
of raillery and ridicule. -Writing is indeed a provoa
cation to the envious and an affront to the ignorant.
How often do we fee a perfon, whofe intentions are
vifible to do good by the works which he publifhes,
treated in as fcurrilous a manner, as if he were an
enemy to mankind ? All the little fcramblers after
fame fall upon him, publifh every blot in his life,
depend upon hearfay to defame him, and have re-
eourfe to their own invention, rather than fuffer him
* No. 4o. )
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to ered himfelf into an author with impunity. Even ‘

thofe who write on the moft indifferent fubjeéts,
and are converfant only in works of tafte, are looked
upon as men that make « kind of infult upon fociety,
and ought to be humbled as difturbers of the public

tranquility. Not only the dull and the malicious,

which make a formidable party in our ifland, but
. the whole fraternity of writers, rife up in arms againft
every new intruder into the world of fame; and a
thoufand to one, before they have done, prove “him
not only to be a fool, but a knave. Succelsful an-
thors do what they can to exclude a competitor ; while
the unfuccelsful with as much eagernels Tay in their
claim to him as a brother. This natural antiphathy
to a man who breaks his ranks, and endeavours to
fignalize his parts in the world, has very probably
hindered many perfons from making their appearance
in print, who might have enriched our country with
better produétions in all kinds than any that are now
extant. The truth of it is, the a&tive part of man-
kind, as they do moft for the good of their contem-
poraries, very defervedly gain the greateft fhare in
their applaufe; while men of fpeculative endow-
ments, who employ their talents in writing, as they
may equally benelic or amule fucceeding ages, have
generally the greateft (hare in the admiration of pof-

terity. Both good and bad writers may receive great

{fatisfacion from the profpeds of futurity ; as in
after-ages the former will be lcmeulb"rcc': and  the
latter forgotten. :
_ Among all fets of authors, there are none who
draw upon themfelves more difpleafure, than thofe
who deal in political matters, which indeed it very
often too JuiLly inenrred, confidering that fpirit of
rancour and virulence “:Lh which works of this na-
ture generally abound. Thefe are not only regarded
as authors, but as partifans, and are fure to exaf-
perate at leaflt one half of their readers. Other writ-
ers offend only the ftupid or jealous among their
countrymen ; but thel"e, let their caufe be never fo
juft,
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juft, muft expeét to irritate a fupernumerary party
of the felf interefted, prejudiced, and ambitious.
They may however comfort themfelves with confi-
dering, that if they gain any unjuft reproach from
one fide, they generally acquire more praife than
they deferve from the other ; and that writings of
this kind, if conducted with candour and impartiality,
have a more particular tendency to the good of ‘their
country, and of the prefent age, than any other
compofitions whatfoever.

To confider an author farther, as the fubjeét of
obloquy and detrattion: We may obferve with what
pleafure a work is received by the invidious part of
mankind, in which a writer falls fhort of himfelf, .
and does not anfwer the charaer which he has ac-
quired by his former produions. It is a fine fimile
in one of Mr. Congreve’s prologues, which eompares
a writer to a buttering gamefter, that ftakes all his
winnings upon every caft : So that if he lofes the laft
throw, he is fure to be undoneé. - It would be well
for all authors, if, like that gentleman, they knew
when to give over, and to defift from any farther
purfuits after fame, while they arein the full pof-
feflion of it. On the other hand, there is not a more
melancholy objeét in the learned world, than a man

-who has written himfelf down. As the public is

more difpofed to cenfure than to praife, his readers

. will ridicule him for his laft works, when they have

{orgot to appland thofe which preceded them. In
this cafe, where a man has loft his {pirit by old age
and infirmity, one could wifh that his friends and re-
lations would keep him from the ufe of pen, ink,
and paper, if he is not to be reclaimed by any other
method.

The author indeed often grows old before the
man, efpecially if he treats on fubjedts of invention
or fueh as arife from refle@ion upon human nature.
For in this cafe, neither his own firength of mind:
nor thofe parts of life which are commonly unobferv-
ed. will furnifh him with fufficent materials to be

« §For. IV, 31 Cee gl
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atthe'fame time both pleafing and voluminous, We
find even in the outward drefs of poetry, that men
who write much without taking breath, very often
return to the fame phrafes and forms of expreflion,
as well as to the fame manner of thinking. Authors,
who have thus-drawn off the {pirit of their thought,
" thould lie ftill for fome time, till their minds Lave
gathered frefh ftrength, and, by reading, refle@ion

and converfation, laid in a ftock of elegancies, fenti-

ments, and images of nature. The foil that is worn

with too frequent culture, muft lie fallow for a while,
until it has recruited its exhaunfled falts, and again
enriched itfelf by the ventilations of the air, the dews
of heaven, and the kindly influences of the fun.

For my own part, notwithitanding this general
malevolence towards thofe who communicate their
thoughts in print, I cannot but look witha friendly
regard on fuch as do it, provided there is no tendency

.in their writings to vice and profanenefs. If the
. thoughts of fuch authors have nothing in them, they
at leaft do no harm, and fhew an honeft indufiry and
a good intention in the compofer. - If they teach me
any thing I did not know before, I cannot but look
upon m _-,rfe].f as obliged to the writer, and confider him
as my particular benefactor, if he conveys to me one
of the greatefl gifts that is in the power of man to
beftow, an improvement of my underftandmg, an
_ innocent amufement, or an incentive to fome moral
virtue. Waere not men of abilities thus communi-
cative, their wildom would be in a great mealure

ufelefs, and their experience uninflrultive. There

wmﬂd be no bufinefls in folitude, nos proper relaxa-
tions in-bufinefs. By thefe afliftances the retired man
lives in the world, if not above it; paflion is com-
pofed ; thought hindered from being barren ; and the
mind from preying upon itfelf. That efteem, indeed,
which 1s paid to good writers by.their pofterityy fuf.
ficiently fhews the merit of perfons who are thus
employed. Who does not now more admire Gicero
2s anauthor, than as a Conful of Rome ! and does not

S ; * oftener
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‘oftencr talk of the celebrated writers of our own
country who lived in former ages, than of any other
particular perfons among their contemporaries and
fellow-fubjeéts !

‘When I confider myfelf as a Britith Freeholder,
I am in a particular manner pleafed with the labours
of thofe who have improved our language with the
tranflation of old Latin and Greek authors, and by
that means let us into the knowledge of what paffed -
in the famous governments of Greece and Rome.
We have already moft of their hiftorians in our own
tongue : And.what is ftill more for the honour of
our language, it has been taught to exprefs with ele-
gance the greateft of their poets in each nation. The
illiterate among our countrymen may learn to judge
from Dryden’s Virgil of the moft perfet epic perfor-
mance: And thofe parts of Homer, which have already
been publifhed by Mr. Pope, give us reafon to think
that the Iliad will appear in Englith with as little dif-
advantage to that immortal poeni.

There is another author, whom I have long with-
ed to fee well tranflated into Englifh, as his work is
filled with a fpirit of liberty, and more direétly tends
to raife fentiments of honour and virtue in his read-
er, than any of the poetical writings of antiquity:
I mean the Pharfalia 6f Lucan. This is the only
author of confideration among the Latin poets, who
was not explained for the ufe of the Daunphin, for a
very obvious reafon ; becaufe the whole Pharfalia
would have been no lefs than a fatire upon the French
form of government. The tranflation of this author
13 now in the hands of Mr. Rowe; who has already
given the world fome admirable fpecimens ofit; and
not only kept up the fire of the original, but deli-
vered the fentiments with greater perfpicuity, and
in a finer tugn of phrafe and verfe.

As undertakings of fo difficult a nature require
the greateflt encouragements, one cannot but rejoice
to fee thofe general fubfcriptions which have been
made ‘to them'; efpecially fince, if the two works

312 laft
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~ who fhould it be but my friend the Fox-hunter,

whom I gave fome account of in my twenty-fecond
Paper ! 1 immediately joined him, and partook of
his diverfion, until he had not an oat left in his
pocket. “We then made the tour of the park togé-
ther; when, after having entertained me with the de-
{eription of a decoy pond that lay near his feat in
the country, and of a meeting-houfe that was going
to be rebuilt in a neighbouring market-town, he
gave me an account of fome very odd adventures
which he had met with that morning ; and which
I fhall lay together in a fhort and faithful hiftory,
as well as my memory will give me leave.

My friend, who has a natural averfion to Lon-
don, would never have come up, had not he been
fubpeened to it, as he told me, in order to give his
teftimony for one of the rebels, whom he knmew to
be a very fair fportfman. Having travelled all night,
to avoid the inconveniencies of duft and heat, he ar-
rived, with his guide, a little after break of day, at
Charing-Crofs ; where, to his great furprife, he faw
a running footman carvied in a chair, followed by a
waterman in the fame kind of vehiclee He was
wondering at the extravagance of their mafters, that
furnifhed them with fuch drefles and accommodations,
when on a fudden he beheld a chimney-fweeper,
conveyed after the fame manmer, with three foot-
men running before him. During his progrefs
through the Strand, he met with fevéral 'other fi-
gures no lefs wonderful and furprifing. Seeing a
great many in rich morningzgowns, he was amazed
to find that perfons of quality were up fo early; and
was 1o lefs aftonifhed to fee many lawyers in their
bar.gowns, when he knew by his almanack that
term was ended. As he was extremely puzzled and
confounded in himfelf what all this could mean, a
hackney-coach chancing to pafs by him, four batts
popped out their heads all at once, which very much
frighted both him and his horfe. My friend, who
always takes care to cure his horfe of fuch ftarting

fits,
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fits, fpurred him up to the very fide of the coach,
to the no fmall diverfion of the batts ; ; who, feeing
him with his long whip, horfe-hair periwig, jockey-
belt, and coat without {leeves, fancied him to be one
of the mafqueraders on horfe:back, and received him
with a loud peal of laughter. His mind being full
of idle ftories, which are {pread up and down the
nation by the diffaffeted, he imm{,diately concluded
that all the perfons he faw in thefe ftrange habits
were foreigners, and received a great indignation 2-
gainft them, for pretending to langh at an Englifh
country gentleman. Bat he foon recovered out of
his error, by hharing the voices of feveral of them,
and particularly of a fhepherdels quarreling with her
coachman, and threatening to break his bones in ve-
ry intelligible Englifh, though with a mafculine
tone. His aftonithment fill increafed upon him, to
fee a continued proceflion of harlequins, fcaramouch-
es, punchinello’s, and a thoufand other merry drefi-
es, by which people of quality diftinguifh their wit
from that of the vulgar.

Being now advanced as far as. Somerfet-Honfe,
and obferving it to be the great hive whence this
* fwarm of chimeras ‘iffued forth from time to time,
my friend took his ftation among a clufter of mob
who were making themfelves merry with their bet-
ters. The firft that came out, was a very venerable
matron, “with a nofe and chin that were within a
very little of touching one another. My friend, at

the firft view fancying ler to be an old woman of_

quality, out of his good-breeding put off his hat to

her, when the perfon pulling off Lis mafk, to his °

great {urprife appeared a fmock-faced young fellow.
His attention was foon taken off from this objed,
and turned to anothier that had very hollow eyes and
a wrinkled face, which flourifhed in all the bloom
of fifteen. The whitenefls of the lily was blended in
it with the blufh of the rofe. He miftock it for a
very whimfical kind of mafl; but upon a nearer
view, he found that fhe held her wizard in her

Band,
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hand, and that what he faw was only her natural
countenance, touched up with the ufual improve-
ments of an aged coquette. -

The next who fthewed herfelf was a female quaker,
fo very pretty, that he could not forbear licking his
lips, and faying to the mob about him, “ It is ten
¢ theufand pities fhe is not a church-woman.” The
quaker was followed by half a dozen nuns, who filed
off one after another up Catharine-Street, to the
refpe&tive convents in Drury-Lane.

The Efquire obferving the precifenefs of their
drefs, began now to imagine after all, that this was
a nelt of {fe@aries ; for he had often heard that the
town was full of them. He was confirmed in this
opinion upon feeing a conjurer, whom he guefled to
be the holder forth. However, to fatisfy himfelf, he
afked a porter who flood next him, what religion
thefe people were of? The porter replied, “ They
¢ are of no religion; it is a mafguerade.” Upon
that, fays my friend, I began to fmoke that they
were a parcel of mummers; and being himfelf one
of the quorum in his own country, could not but
wonder that none of the Middlefex Juftices took care
1o lay fome of them by the heels. He was the more

provoked in the {pirit of magiftracy, upon difcover-
ing two very unfeemly objects: The firft wasa judge,
who rapped out a great oath at his footman; and the
other a big-bellied woman, who, upon taking a leap
into the coach, mifcarried of a cuthion. What ftill
gave him greater offence, was a drunken bifhop, who
. reeled from one fide of the ¢ourt to the other, and
was very {weet upon an Indian Queen. But his
worfhip, in the midft of his aufterity, was mollified
at the fight of a very lovely milk-maid, whom he
began to regard with an eye of mercy, and conceiv-
ed a particular affe@tion for her, until he found to
his great amazement, that the ftanders-by fufpetted
her to be a Duchefs.
I muft not conelude this narrative without men-
tioning one dlfaﬁer which happened to my friend on
this
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is Lo be hoped they have made fome profelytes to the
intereft, if not to the praétice of wifdom and virtue,
among fuch a multitude of readers.

I need not remind this learned gentleman, that
Socrates, who was the greateft propagator of mora-
lity in the heathen world, and a martyr for the unity
of the godhead, was fo famous for the exercife of this
talent among the politeft people of antiquity, that he
gained the name of i Ewar, the Droll.

There are very good effects which vifibly arofe
from the above mentioned performances, and others
of the like nature ; as, in the firft place, they divert-
ed raillery from improper objeéts, and gave a new
turn to ridicule, which for many years had been ex-
eited on perfons and things of a facred and ferious
nature, They endeavoured to make mirth inftruc-
tive; and, if they failed in this great end, they muft
~ be allowed at leaft to have made it innocent. If wit
and humour begin again to relapfe into their former
"licentioufnefs, they.can never hope for approbanon
from thofe who know that raillery is ufelefs when it
has no moral under it, and pernicious when 1t attacks
any thing that is either unblameable, or praife-worthy.
To this we may add, what has been commonly ob-
ferved, that it is not difficult to be merry on the fide
of vice, as ferious objeéts are thé moft capable of
« ridicule ; as the party, which naturally favour fuch
a mirth, is the moll numerous ; and as there are the
moft ftanding jefts and patterns for imitation in this
kind of writing.

In the next place: Such produétions of wit and
humonr as have a tendency to expofe vice and folly,
furnifh ufeful diverfions to all kinds of readers. The
good or prudent man may, by thefe means, be di-
verted without prejudice to his difcretion or moral-
ity. Raillery, under fuch regulations, unbends the
mind from ferious ftudies and feverer contemplations,
without throwing it off from its proper bias. It car-
ries on the fame defign that is promoted by authors
of a grave turn, and only does it in another manner.

Vor. IV, 3K It
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* It alfo awakens refle@ion in thofe who are the moft
indifferent in the caufe of virtue or knowledge, by
fetting before them the abfurdity of fuch practices
as are generally unobferved, by reafon of their being
common or fathionable: Nay, it fometimes catches
the diffolute and abandoned before they are aware of
it, who are often betrayed to laugh at themfelves,
and upon reflexion find, that they are merry at their
own expence. 1 ntght farther take notice, that by
entertainments of this kind, a man may be cheerful
in folitude, and not be forced to feek for company
every time he has a mind to be merry.

The laft advantage I fhall mention from compofi-
tions of this nature, when thbus reftrained, is, that
they {thew wifdom and virtue are far from being in-
-confiftent with politenefs and good humour. They
make morality appear amiable to people of gay dif-
pofitions, and refute the common obje@ion againft
religion, which reprefents it as only fit for gloomy and
melancholy tempers. It was the motto of abifhop ve-
ryeminent for his piety and good works in King Charles
the Second’s reign, Infervi Deo &5 lstare, * Serve
¢ God and be cheerful.” Thofe therefore who fup-
ply the world with fuch entertainments of mirth as
are inftruitive, or at leaft harmlefs, may be thought
to deferve well of mankind ; to which I fhall only
add, that they retrieve the honour of polite learning,
and anfwer thofe four enthufiafts who affe@ to ftig-
matize the fineft and moft elegant authors, both an-
cient and medern (which they have never read), as
dangerous to religion, and deftructive of all found
and faving knowledge.

Our nation are fuch lovers of mirth and humour,
that it is impoflible for detached papers, which come
out on {tated days, either to have a general rum, or
long continuance, if they are not diverfified, and en-
livened from time to time with fubjeéts and thoughts
accomodated to this tafte, which fo prevails among
our countrymen. No periodical author, who al-
ways maintains his gravity, and does not fometimes

facrifice
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facrifice to the graces, muft expe& to keep in vogue
for any confiderable time. Political {peculations in
particular, however juft and important, are of fo dry
and auftere a nature, that they will not go down
with the public without frequent feafonings of this
kind. The work may be well performed, but will
never take, if it is not {et off with proper fcenes and
decorations. A mere politician is but a dull com-
*panion, and, if he is always wife, is in great dan-

' ger of being tirefome or ridiculons.

Befides, papers of entertainment are neceflary to
increafe the number of readers, efpecially among
thofe of different notions and principles; who by
this means-may be betrayed to give you a fair hear-
ing, and to know what you have to fay for yourfelf,
T might likewife obferve, that in all political writ-
ings there is fomething that grates npon the mind of
the moft candid reader, in opinions which are not
conformable to his own way of thinking; and that
the harfhnefs of reafoning is not 2 little {oftened and
fmoothed by the infufions of mirth and pleafantry.

Political fpeculations do likely furnith us with fe-
veral obje@s that may very innocently be ridiculed,
and:which are regarded as fuch by men of fenfe in
2ll parties. Of this Kind are the paffions of our
ftatefwomen, and the reafonings “of our foxhunt-
ers. :

A writer who makes fame the chief end of his
endeavours, and would be more defirous of pleaﬁng
than of improving his readers, might find an inex-
hauftable fund of mirth in politics. HScandal and fa-
tire are never-failing gratifications to the public.
Detraétion and ebloquy are received with as much
eagernefs as wit and humour. Should a writer fingle
out particular perfona, or point his raillery at any
ovder of men, who by their profeflion ought to be
exempt from 1t; fhould he flander the innacent, or
fatirize the miferable; or fhould he, even on the
proper fubjefts of derif inn, give the full play to his
mirth, without regard to decency and good mane

3K a ners ;
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were building it up ; and that fifty more were raifing .
in other parts of the town,

To thefe I muft add a third civeumftance, which
I find had no fmall fhare in my friend’s converfion.
Since his coming to town, he chancéd to look into
the church of St. Paul, about the middle of fermon-
time, where, having firft examined the dome, to feeif
it ftood fafe (®or the ferew-plot ftill ran in his head), he
obferved, that the Lord-Mayor, Aldermen, and city-
fword, were a part of the congregation. This fight
had the more weight with him, as by good luck
not above two of that venerable body were fallen
afleep.

. This difcourfe held us until we came to the tower;
for our firft vifit was to the lions. My friend, who
had a great deal of talk with their keeper, enquired
very much after their health, and whether none of
them had fallen fick upon the taking of Perth, and
the flight of the pretender? And hearing they were
never better in their lives, T found he was extreme- .
ly flartled : For he had learned from his cradle, that
the lions in the tower were the beft judges of the
title of onr Britifh Kings, and always {ympathized
with our fovereigns.

After having here fatiated our curiofity, we re-
paired to the monument, where my fellow-traveller,
being a well breathed man, mounted the afcent with
much fpeed and aétivity. 1 was forced to halt fo
often in this perpendicular march, that, upon my
joining him on the top of the pillar, I found he had
counted all the fteeples and towns which were dil-
cernible from this advantageous fituation, and was
endeavouring to compute the number of acres they
flood upon. We were both of us very well pleafed
with this part of the profpeét; but I found he caft
an evil eye upon feveral ware.-houfes, and other
buildings, that looked like barns, and feemed capa-

- ble of receiving great multitudes of people. His

heart mifgave hum that thele were fo many meenng.... :
houfes s
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houfes ; but upon communicating his {ufpicions to
me, I foon made him eafy in this particular.

We then turned our eyes upon the river, which
gave me an occafion to infpire him with fome favour-
able thoughts of trade and merchandize, that had
filled the Thames with fuch crowds of fhips, and
_ covered the fhore with fuch fwarms of people.

We defcended very leifurely; my friend bﬂng
careful to count the fteps, which he regiftered in a
blank leaf of his new almanack. Upon our coming
to the bottom, obferving an Englifh infeription upon
the bafis, he read it over feveral times, and told me,
he could fcarce believe his own eyes ; for that he had
often heard from an old Attorney, who lived near
him in the country, that it was the Prefbyterians
who burned down the city; whereas, fays he, the
pillar pofitively affirms in fo many words, that  the
* burning of this ancient city was begun and carried
¢ on by the treachery and malice of the popith fation,
¢ in order to the carrying on their horfid plot for

“ extirpating the Proteftant Religion, and old Eng- -

+ 1lifh liberty, and introducing popery and flavery.”
This account, which he looked upon to be more
authentic than if it had been in print, I found, made
very great impreflion upon him.

We now took coach again, and made the beft, of
our way for the Royal Exchange; though I found
he did not much care to venture himfelf into the
throng of that place ; for he told me he had heard
they were, generally {peaking, republicans, and was

- afraid of having his pocket picked among& them.
But he foon conceived a better opinion of them,
when he fpled the ftatue of King Charles the Second
ftanding up in the middle of the crowd, and moft of
the Kings in Baker’s chronicle ranged in order over
their heads ; from whence he very juitly concluded,
that an antimonarchical aflembly could never choofe
fuch a place to meet in once a day.

To continue this good difpofition in my friend,
after a fhort ﬂﬂy at Stocks-mark ot, we drove away

direftly

il
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dire&tly for the Mews, where he was nota little e-
dified with the fight of thofe fine fets of horfes which
have beenbrought over from Hanover, and with the
care that is taken of them. He made many good
remarks upon this occafion, and was fo pleafed with
his company, that I had much ado to get him out
of the ftable,

In our progrefs to St. James’s Park (for that was
the end of our journey), he took notice, with great
fatisfattion, that, contrary to his intelligence in the
country, the fhops were all open and full of bufi-
nefs ; that the foldiers walked civilly in the ftreets;
that clergymen, inftead of being affronted, had ge-
nerally the wall given them ; and that he heard the
bells ring to prayers from morning to night, in fome
part of the town or another.

As he was full of thefe honeft refle&ions, it hap-
pened very luckily for us, that one of the King’s
coaches paffed by with the three young princefles in

~ it, whom by an accidental {top we had an opportu-

nity of furveying for fome time. My friend was ra-
vilhed with the beauty, innocence, and fweetnels
that appeared in all their faces. He declared feveral
times that they were the fineft children he had ever
feen in all his life ; and affured me, that before this
fight, if any one had told him it ‘had been poffible
for three fuch pretty children to haye been born out
of England, he fhould never have believed them.
We were now walking together in the park, and,

as it is ufual for men who are naturally warm and -
heady to be tranfported with the greateft fluth of

good-nature when they are once {weetened, he own-

ed to me very frankly, he had been much impofed
upon by thofe falfe accounts of things he had heard
in the country ; and that he would make it his bufi-

~ - nefs, upon his return thither, to fet his neighbours

right, and give them a more juft notion of the pre-
fent ftate of affairs.
What confirmed ny friend in this excellent tem-

* per of mind, and gave him an inexpreflible fatisfac-

II.OII,
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II. THERE are many reafons, why you fhould not
expet that matters of fucha wonderful nature fhounld
be taken notice of by thofe eminent Pagan writers
who were contemporaries with Fefus Chrifi, or by
thofe who lived before his difciples had perfonally
appeared among them, and afcertained the report
which had gone abroad concerning a llﬁ. fo- full of

miracles,

Suppofing fuch things had -happened at this day
in Switzerland, or among the Grifons, who make a
greater figure in Europe than Fudra did in the Roman
empire, would they be immediately believed by thofe
who live at a great diftance from them ! or would
any certain account of them be tranfmitted into fo-
reign countries, within fo fhort a fpace of time as
that of our Saviour’s public miniftry? Such kinds
of news, though never fo true, feldom gain credit till
fome time after they are tranfaéled, and expofed to the
cxamination of the curious, who, byl ing.together
circumftances, atteftations, and charaéters of thofe

who are concerned in them, either receive or reject -

what-at firft none but eye-witnefles could abfolutely
believe or difbelieve. In a cafe of this fort, it was
natural for men of fenfe and learning, to treat the
whole account as fabulous, or at fartheft, to fufpend
their belief of it, until all things ftood together in
their full light,

III. Besipes, the Fews were branded not only
for fuperftitions different from all the religions of the
Pagan world, but in a particular manner ridiculed

for being a credulous people ; fo that whatever re-

ports of fuch a nature came out of that country,
were looked upon by the heathen world as falfe, fri-
vulous, and improbable.

IV. We ﬁnay further obferve, that the ordinary

praftice of magic in thofe times, with the many pre-
tended prodigies, divinations, apparitions, and local
miracles.

—— - |
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miracles among the heathens, made them lefs atten-
tive to fuch'news from Fudea, till they had time to
confider the nature, the occafion, and the end of our
Saviour’s miracles, and were awakened by many
furprifing events, to allow them any confideration
at all.

V. Wg are indeed told by St. Matthew, that the
fame of our Saviour, during his life, went through-
out all Syrza; and that there followed him great mul-
titudes of people from Gallilee, Fudea, Decapolis,
Idumea, frem beyond Fordar, and from Tyre and
Sidon. Now, had there been any hiftorians of thofe
times and places, we might have expetted to have
feen in them fome account of thofe wonderful tran-
faltions in Fudea ; but there is not any fingle gu-
thor extant, in any kind, of that age, in any of thofe
countries.

VI. How many books have perifhed, in which
poffibly there might have been mention of our Sa--
viour ? Look among the Romans ; how few of their
writings are come down to our times ? In the fpace
of two hundred years from our Saviour’s birth, when
there was fuch a multitude of writers in all kind ;
how {mall is the number of authors that have made
their way to the prefent age?

VII. ONE authentic record, and that the moft au-
thentic heathen record, we are pretty fure is loft;
I mean the account fent by the governor of Fudea,
under whom our Saviour was judged, condemned,
and crucified. It was the cuftom in the Roman em-
pire, as it is to this day in all the governments of the -
world, for the prafedts and vicerays of diftant pro-
vinces to tran{mit to their Sovereign a fummary
relation of every thing in their adminiftration. That
Pontius Pilate, in his account, would have touched
on fo extraordinary an event in Fudea, is not to be
doubted: And that he atually did, we learn from

3Lk 2 Fuflin
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Fuftin Martyr, who lived about a hundred years
after our Saviour’s death, refided, made .converts,
and fuffered martyrdom at Rome, where he was en-
gaged with philofophers, and in a particular manner
with Crefeens the Cynie, who could eafily have de-
tefted, and would not fail to have expofed him, had
he quoted a record not in being, or made any falfe
citation ont of it. Would the great apologift have
challenged Grefeens to difpute the caufe of Chriftia-
nity with him before the Roman fenate, had he for-
ged fuch.an evidence ? Or would Crefcens haves re-
fufed the challenge, could he have triumphed over
him in the dete@ion of fuch forgery ? To which we
muit add, that the apology, which appeals to this
-record, was prefented to a learned emperer, and to
the whole body of the Roman fenate. This father,
in his apology, fpeaking ot the death and fuffering
of our Saviour, refers the emperor for the truth
of what he fays to the aés of Pontins Ptlate, which
I have here mentioned. Tertullian, who wrote his
apology about fifty years after Fuflin, doubtlefs re-
ferred to the fame record, when he tells the governor
of Rome, that the Emperor Tiberius having received
an account out of Pa/eftine in Syria of the divine per-
fon who had appeared in that country, paid him a
particular regard, and threatened to punith any who
thould accule the Chriftians ; nay, that the emperor
would have adopted him among the deities whom
they worfhipped, had not the fenate refufed to come
into his propofal.  Tertullian, who gives us this
hiftory, was not only one of the moft learned men
of his age, but, what adds a greater weight to his
authority in this cafe, was eminently fkilful, and well
read in the laws of the Roman empire. Nor can it
‘be faid, that Tertullian grounded his quotation upon
the authority of Fuflin Martyr, becaufe we find he
mixes jt with matters of faét which are not related
by that author. Eufébius mentions the fame ancient
record ; but as it was not extant in his time, I fhall
not infift upon his authority in this point. If it be

; . objected
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objected, that this particular is not mentioned in any
Roman hiftorian, 1 fhall ufe the fame argument in a
parallel cafe, and fee if it will carry any force with
it. Ulpian, the great ‘Roman lawyer, gathered to-
; get!lcr all the imperial ediéts that had been made a-
gainft the Chriftians. But did any one ever fay that
there had been no fuch ediéts, becaufe they were not
mentioned in the hiftories of thofe emperors? Be-
fides, who knows but this circumflance of Tizberius
was mentioned in other hiftorians that have been
loft, though not to be found in any ftill extant? Has
not Swetonius many particulars of this emperor omit-
ted by Zacitus, and Herodian many that are not
fo much as hinted at by either? As for the fpurious
‘aéls of Pilate now extant, we know the occafion
cand time of their writing; and that had there not
been a true and authentic record of this nature, they
would never have been forged.

VIII. Tae ftory of Apbarus king of Edeffa, re-
lating to the letter which he fent to our Saviour,
and to that which he received from him, is a record
of great authority ; and though I will not infift up-
on it, may venture to fay, that had we fuch an evi-
dence for any faét in Pagan hiltory, an author would
be thought very unreafonable who f(hould reje& it.
I believe you will be of my opinion, if you will
perufe, with other authors who have appeared in
vindication of thefe letters as genuine, the additional
arguments which have been made ufe of by the late
famous and learned Dr. Grabe, in the fecond volume
of his Spicilegium.
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SECTION 1L

L. What fafls in the biffory of our Saviour might. be
taken notice of by Pagan authors.

II. What particular falls are taken notice of, and by
what Pagan awthors. i

III. How Cellus reprefented our Saviour's miracles.

IV. The fame reprefentation made of them by other
unbelievers, and proved unreafonable. "

V. What faéis in our Saviour's biftory not to be ex-
peied from Pagan writers.

1. E now come to confider what undoubted

authoritiesare extant among Pagan writers.
And hew: we muft premife, that fome parts of our
Saviour’s hiftory may be reafonably expefted from
Pagans ; 1 mean fuch parts as might be known to
thofe who lived at a diftance from Fudea, as well
as to thofe who were the followers and eye-witnefles

of Chrif.

II. Sucw particulars are moft of thefe which fol-
low, and which are all attelted by fome one or other
of thofe heathen authors, who lived in or near the
age of our Saviour and his difciples.— That Augufius
Cafar had ordered the whole empire to be cenfed or
taxed, which brought our Saviour’s reputed parents
to Bethlehem : This is mentioned by feveral Roman
hiftorians ; as Tacitus, Suetonius, and Dion.—That
a great light, or a new ftar, appeared in the eaft,
which direfted the wife men to our Saviour: This
is recorded by Chalcidius.—That Herod, the king of
Paleftine, {o often mentioned in the Roman hiftory,
made 2 great flaughter of innocent children, being
{o jealous of his fucceflor, that he put to death his
own fons on that account. This charadter of him ‘is

given




OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGIONL 455

given by feveral hiftorians; and this cruel fa& men-
tioned by Macrobins, a heathen author, who tells it
as a known thing, without any mark of doubt upon
it.—That our Saviour had been in Egypt. 'This
Celfus, though he raifes a monftrous flory upen it,
is fo far from denying, that he tells us our Saviour
learned the arts of magic in that country.—That
Pontius Pilate was governer of Fudwa; that our
Saviour was brought in judgment before him, and
by him condemned and crucified. This is vecorded
by Tacitus.—That many miraculous cures and works
out of the ordinary courle of nature were wrought
by him. This is confefled by Julian the Apoftate,
Prophyry, and Hierocles, all of them not only Pagans,
but profeffed enemies and perfecutors of Chriftia-
aity.—That our Saviour foretold feveral things,
which came to pafs according to his preditions :
This was attefted by Phlegon in his annals, as we
are affured by the learned Origen againit Celfus.—
That at the time when our Saviour died, there was
a miraculous darknefs and a great earthquake. This
is recorded by the fame Phlegon and Trallion, who
was likewife a Pagan, and freeman to Adrian the
emperor. We may here obferve, that a native of
Trallium, which was not fituated at {o great a diftance
from Paleftine, might very probably be informed
of fuch remarkable events as had pafled among the
Fews in the age immediately preceding his own times,
fince feveral of his own countrymen with whom he
had converfed, might have received a confufed report
of our Saviour before his crucifixion, and probably
lived within the fhake of the earthquake, and the
fhadow of the eclipfe, which are recorded by this
author.—That Chriff was worfhipped as a god among
the Chriftians ; that they wonld rather fuffer death
than blafpheme him ; that they received a facrament,
and by it entered into 2 vow of abflaining from fin
and wickednefs, conformable to the advice given by
St. Paul ; that they had private aflemblies of wor-
thip, and ufed to join together in hymmus.  This is

the
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the account which Pliny the younger gives of Chrif~
tianity in his days, about feventy years after the
death of Chriff ; and which agrees in all its circum-
ftances with the accounts we have in holy writ, of
the firft ftate of Chriftirnity after the crucifixion of
our bleffed Saviour.—That St. Peter, whofe miracles
are many of them recorded in holy writ, did many
wonderful works, is owned by Fw/ian the Apoftate,
who therefore reprefents him as a great magician,
and one who had in his pofleflion a book of magical
fecrets left him by ounr Saviour.—That the devils
or evil fpirits were fubjeft to them, we may learn
from Porphyry, who objefts to Chriftianity ; that
fince Fefus had begun to be worlhipped, Afculapius
and the reft of the gods did no more converfe with
men. Nay, Ce/fus himfelf affirms the fame thing
in effedt, when he fays, that the power which feemed
to refide in Chriftians, proceeded from the ufe of
certain names, and the invocation of certain dzemons.
Origen remarks on this paffage, that the author
dounbtlefs hints at thofe Chriftians who put to flight
evil fpirits, and healed thofe who' where poﬂ'eﬁed
with them ; a fa&t which had been often feen and
which he himfelf had feen, as he declares in another
part of his difeonrfe againft Ce/fis. But at the fame
time he aflures us, that this miraculous power was
exerted by the ufe of no other name but that of
Fefus ; to which were added {everal paffages inhiftory,
but nothing like any invocation to Dawions.

III. Cersvs was fo hard fet with report of our
Saviour’s miracles, and the confident atteftations con-
_cerning him, that though he often intimates he did
not believe them to be true ; yet, knowing he might
be filenced in fuch an anfwer, provides himfelf with
another retreat, when beaten out of this; namely,
that our Saviour was a magician. Thus he compares
the feeding of fo many thoufands at two different
times with a few loaves and fifhes, to the magical
feafts of thofe Egyprian impoftors, who would I{:_‘re-
ent

I
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fent their {pe@tators with vifionary entertainments,
that had in them neither {fubftance nor reality ; which,
by the way, is to fuppofe, that a hungry and faint-
ing multitude were filled by an apparition, or firength-
fenied and refrelhed with fhadows. He knew very
well that there were fo many witnefles and aftors,
if I may call them fuch, in thefe two miracles, that
it was impoflible to refute fuch multitudes, who had
doubtlefs {ufficiently {pread the fame of them ; and
was therefore in this place forced to refort to the
other folution, that it was done by magic, It was
not enough to fay, that a miracle’ which appeared
to fo many thoufand eye-witnefles was a forgery of
ChrifP’s difciples ; and therefore, fuppofing them to
‘be eye-witnefles, he endeavours to ﬁ1ew how they
might be deceived.

IV. TrE uncontroverted heathens, who were
prefled by the many authorities that confirmed our
Saviour’s miracles, as well as the unbelieving Fews,
‘who had atually {een them, were driven to account
for them after the fame manner: For, to work by
magic, in the heathen way of fpeaking, was, in the
language of the Fews, to caft out devils by Beelze-
bub the prince of the devils, Our Savieur, who
knew that unbelievers in all ages would put this
perverfe interpretation on his miracles, has branded
the malignity of thofe men, who, contrary to the
diftates of their own hearts, ftarted fuch an unrea-
fonable objeftion, as a blafphemy againft the Holy
Ghoft, and declared not only the gnilt, but the pu-
nithment of fo black a crime. At the fame time,
he condefcended to (hew the vanity and emptinefs of
this objetion againft his miracles, by reprefenting
that they evidently tended to the deftruction of thofe
powers, to whofe afliftance the enemies of his doc-
trine then aferibed them: An argument, which, if
duly weighed, renders the objeftion fo very frivu--
lous and groundlefs, that we may venture to call it
even blalphemy againft common fenfe. Would ma-

Vor. 1V. 3 M gic
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gic endeavour to draw off the minds of men from
the worfhip that was paid to flocks and ftones ; to
give them an abhorrence of thole evil fpirits who re-
joiced in the moft cruel facrifices, and in offerings of
the greatell impurity ; and in fhort, to call upon
mankind 'to exert their whole ftrength in the love
and adoration of that one Being, from whom they
derived their exiftence, and on whom only they were
taught to depend every moment for the happinefs
and continuance of it? Was it the bufinefs of magic
to humanize our natures with compaffion, forgive.
nefs, and all the inftances of the moft extenfive cha-
rity ? Would evil fpirits contribute to make men
{ober, chafte, and temperate : and ina word, to pro-
duce that reformation, which was wrought in the
moral world by thofe doétrines of our Saviour, that
received their fanétion from his miracles ? Nor i5 it
poffible to imagine, that evil fpirits would enter into
a combination with our Saviour to cut off all their
correlpondence and intercourfe with mankind, and
to prevent any for the future from addifting them-
felves to thofe rites and ceremonies, which had done
them fo much honour. We fee the early effeét which
Chriftianity had on the minds of men in this par-
ticular, by that number of books which were filled
with the fecrets of magic, and made a facrifice to
Chriftianity by the converts mentioned in the Aés
of the Apoftles. We have likewife an eminent in-
ftance of ths inconfiftency of our religion with magic,
in the hiftory of the famous Agwila. This perfon,
who was a kinfmen of the Emperor Frajan, and
likewife a man of great learning, notwithftanding
he had embraced Chriftianity, could not be brought
off from the ftudies of magic by the repeated admo-
nitions of his fellow-chriftians ;{o that at length they
expelled him their fociety, as rather choofing to
lofe the reputation of fo confiderable a profelyte, than
communicate with one who dealt in fuch dark and
infernal pratices. Befides, we may obferve, that
all the favourers of magic were the moft profeffed

and
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dnd bitter enemies to the Chriftian religion. Not
to mention Simon Magus, and many others, I fhall
only take notice of thofe two great perfecutors of
Chriftianity, the Emperors Adrian and Fulian the
Apoftate, both of thiem initiated in the myfteries of
divination, and fkilled in all the depths of magic.
I fhall only add, that evil {pirits cannot be fuppofed
to have concurred in the eftablifhment of a religion
which triumphed over them, drove them out of the

' places they poflefled, and divefted them of their in-

fluence on mankind : Nor would I mention this par-
ticfilar, though it be unanimoufly reported by all the
ancient Chriftian authors, did it not appear from the
authorities above cited, that this was a fa& confefled

- by heathens themfelves.

V. WE now fee what a multitude of Pagan tef-
timonies may be produced for all thofe remarkable
paflages which might have been expe@ed from them,
and indeed of feveral, that, I believe, do more than
anfwer your expeétation, as they were not fubjeéts
in their own nature fo expofed to public notoriety.
It cannot be expeéted they fhould mention particu-
lars which were tranfaéted among the difciples only,
or among fome few even of the difciples themfelves;
fuch as the transfiguration, the’agony in the garden,
the apearance of Chriff after his refurre&ion, and
others of the like nature. It was impoflible for a
hieathen author to relate thefe things ; becaufe, if he
had believed them, he would no longer have been a
heathen, and by that means his teftimony would net
have been thought of fo much validity. Befides, his
very report of fa&ls fo favourable to Chriftianity
would have prempted men to fay that he was pro-
bably tainted with their do&rine. We have a par-

allel cafe in Hecataus, a famous Gree# hiftorian, who

had feveral paflages in his book conformable to the
hiftory of the Fewi/b writers, which when quoted by
Fofepbus as a confirmation of the Fewyd hiftory,
when his heathen adverfaries could give no anfwer

3Ma £ ]
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to it, they would need fuppofe that Hecataus was % »
Few in his heart ; though they had no other reafon
for it, but becaufe his hiftory gave greater authority
to the Fewi/b than the Egyptian records.

SECTION IIT.

1. Introduttion to a fecond Iift of Pagan authors, whe
give teftimony of our Saviour.

11. A4 paflage concerning our Saviour, from a learn-
ed Athenan.

1. His converfion from Paganifm to Chriflianity
make his evidence fironger than if he had continued
a Pagan,

Iv. 0)" another Athenian philofopher converted to
Chriftianity.

V. Why their conver fion, inflead of weakening, [lrengthe
ens their evidence in defence of Chriflianity.

V1. Their belief in our Saviour’s hiftory founded at

Jirft upon the principles of biftorical faith.

VIIL “Tfe:r teflimonies extended to all the particnlars
ofoour Saviour's biffory.

VIII. As related by the four Evangelifts.

I O this lift of heathen writers, who make
mention of our Saviour, or touch upon

any particulars of his life, T fhall add thofe authors
who were at firlt heathens, and afterwards converted
to Chriftianity; upon which account, as I fhall here
fhew, their teftimonies are to be looked upon as the
more authentic. And in this lift of ev:dences, I
fhall confine myfelf to fuch learned Pagans as came
over to Chriftianity in the three firft centuries; be-
caufe thofe were the times in which men had the
beft means of informing themfelves of the truth of
our Saviour’s hiftory ; and becaufe, among the great
number of phﬂofophers who came in afterwards,
under

=
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under the reigns of Chriftian emperors, there might
be feveral who did it partly out of worldy motives.

II. Let us now fuppofe; that a learned heathen
writer, who lived within 6o years of our Saviour’s
crucifixion, after having, fhewn that falfe miracles
were generally wrought in obfcurity, and before few
or no witnefles, fpeaking of thofe which were wronght
by our Saviour, has the following paflage: ¢ But
¢ his works were always feen, becaufe they were
¢ true; they were feen by thofe who were healed,
- ¢ and by thofe who were raifed from the dead.
¢ Nay, thefe perfons who were thus healed and
¢ raifed, were feen not only at the time of their
"¢ being healed and raifed, but long afterwards.
“ Nay, they were feen not only all the while our
Saviour was upon-earth, but furvived after his
departure out of this world ; nay, fome of them
were living in our days.”

(1
(1
111

1II. T dare fay you would look upon this as a glo-
rious atteftation for the caufe of Chriftianity, had
it come from the hand of a famous Athenian philo-
fopher. Thefe forementioned words, however, are
attually the words of one who lived ahout fixty
years after our Saviour’s crucifixion, and was a fa«
mous philofopher in Atkens. But it will be faid,
he was a convert to Chriftianity. Now confider this
matter impartially, and fee if his. teftimony is not
much more valid for that reafon. Had he conti-
nued a Pagan philofopher, would not the world have
faid that he was not fincere in what he writ, or did
not believe it? for, if fo, would not they have told
us he would have embraced Chriftianity ? This was
indeed the cafe of this excellent man: he had fo tho-
roughly ecamined the truth of our Saviour’s hiftory,
and the excellency’ of that religion which he taught,
and was fo entirely convinced of both, that he be-
eame 2 profelyte, and died a martyr.,

IV. drifides
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IV: Ariftides was an Athenian philofopher, at the
fame time famed for his learning and wifdom, but
converted to Chriftianity. As it cannot be queftion-
¢d that he perufed and approved the apology of D za-
dratas, in which is the paflage juft now c1ted he
joined with him in an apology of his own, to the
fame Emperor, on the fame fubje®. This apology,
though now loft, was extant in the time of Ado F7i-
ennenfis, A. D. 850, and highly efteemed by the
moft learned Athenians, as that author witnefles.
It muft have contained great arguments for the truth
of our Saviour’s hiftory, becaufe in it he aflerted the
divinity of our Saviour, which could not but engage
him in the proof of his miracles,

V. I do allow, that, generally fpeaking, a man
is not fo acceptable and unqueftioned an evidence
in faéts which make for the advancement of his own
party. But we muft confider, that in the cale be-
fore us, the perfens to whom we appeal were of
an oppofite party, till they were perfuaded of the
truth of thofe very faéts which they report. They
bear evidence to a hiftory in defence of Chriftianity,
the truth of which hiftory was their motives to em-
brace Chriftianity. They atteft fas which they
had heard while they were yet heathens; and had
they not found reafon to believe them, they would
ftill have continued heathens, aud have made no
mention of them in their writings.

V1. When a man is born under Chriftian parents,
and trained up in the profeflion of that religion from
a child, he generally guides himfelf by the rules of
Chriftian fuith, in believing what is delivered by the
Evangelifts ; but the learned Pagans of antiquity,
before they became Chriftians, were only guided by
the common rules of bifforical faith : That is, they

.examined the nature of the evidence which was to be
met with in common fame, tradition, and the writ-

ings of thofe perfons who related them, together
with
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with the number, concurrence, veracity, and private
charafters of thofe perfons; and being convinced
upon all accounts that they had the fame reafon to be-
lLieve the hiftory of our Saviour, as that of any other
perfonto which they themfelves were not a&uallyleye-
witnefles, they were bound by all the rules of hifto-
rical faith and of right reafon, to give credit to this
hiftory. This they did accordingly ; and in confe~
quence of it publifhed the fame truths themfelves,

duffered many afilictions, and very often death itfelf,

in the affertion of them When I fay, that an hifto-
rical belief of the afts of our Saviour induced thefe
learned Pagans to embrace his doétrine, I do not
deny that there were many other motives which

“conduced to it; as, the excellency of his precepts,

the fulfilling of prophecies, the miracles of his dif-
ciples, the irreproachable lives and magnanimous
fufferings of their followers, with other confidera-
tions of the fame nature. But whatever other colla-
teral arguments wrought more or lefs with philo-
fophers of that age, it is certain, that a belief in the
hiftory of our Saviour was one motive with every
new convert, and that npon which all others turn-
ed, as being the very bafis and foundation of Chrif-
tld.mt}'. ’

VII. To this I muft further add, that as we have
already feen many particular faéts which are record-
ed in holy writ attefted by particular Pagan authors,
the teftimony of thofe I am now going to produce
extends to the whole hiftory of our Saviour, and to
that continued feries of adtions which are related of

him and his dl.fmp]es in the books of the New Tefla-
ment.

VIII. This evidently appears from their quota-
tions out of the Evangelifts, for the confirmation of
any doétrine or a2ccount of our bleffed Saviour. Nay,
2 learned man of our nation, who examined the writ-
ings of the moft ancient Fathers in another view,fro-

ers
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fers to feveral paflages in Ironzus, Tertullian, Cle-
mens of Alexandria, Origen, and Cyprian, by which
he plainly fhews that each of thofe.early writers a-
feribe to the four Evangelifts by name their refpec-
tive hiftories ; fo that there is not the leaft room for
doubting of their belief in the hiftory of our Saviour,
as recorded in the Gofpels. T fhall add, that three
of the five Fathers here mentioned, and probably
four, were Pagans converted to Chriftianity, as
they were all of them very inquifitive and deep inthe
knowledge of heatlien learning and philofophy.
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SECTION IV.

1. Charafter of the times in which the Chriffian re-
. ligion was propagated :
IL. And.of many who embraced it.
II1. Three eminent and early inflances.
IV. Multitudes of learned men who came over to it.
V. Belief in aur Saviour's bifory the firft motive to
thetr conver fion, 4
VI. The names of feveral Pagan philofophers, wha

were Chriffian converts.

I. W T happened very providentially to the honour

of the Chriftian religion, that it did not
take its rife in the dark illiterate ages of the world,
but at a time when arts and fciences were at their
height, and when there were men who made it the
bufinefs of their lives to fearch after truth, and fift
the feveral opinions of philofophers and wife men,
concerning the duty, the end, and chlef happinefs of
reafonable creatures.

II. SEVERAL of thefe therefore, when they had
informed themfelves of our Saviour’s hiftory, and ex-
amined with unprejudiced minds the doétrines and
manners of his difciples and followers, were fo ftruck

: and



and convihced, that they profeffed them{elves of that
e ; notwithflanding, by this profeflion in that jun-

¢ture of time, they bid farewel to all the pleafures:

of this life, renounced all the views of ambition,
engaged in an uninterrupted courfe of feverities, and
expofed themfelves to public hatred and contempt,
to fufferings of all kinds, and to death itfelf.

ITI. Or this fort we may reckon thofe three early
converts to Chriftianity, who each of them was a
member of a fenate famous for its wifdom and learn-
ing. Fofeph the Arimathean was of the Fewi/h San-
bedrim ; Dionyfius, of the Athenian Areopagus ; and
Flavius Clemens, of the Roman fenate; nay, at the

time of his death, conful of Rome. Thele three were ¢

“{o thoroughly fatisfied with the truth of the Chriftian
religion, -that the firft of them, according to all the
reports of antiquity, died a martyr for it ; as did the
fecond, unlefs we difbelieve Arifides, his fellow-
citizen and contemporary ; and the third, as we are
informed both by Roman and Chriftian authors.

IV. Awmoxc thofe innumerable multitudes, who

in moft of the knowing nations of the world, came.

over to Chriftianity at its firft appearance, we may
be fure there were great numbers of wife and learned
men, befides thofe whole names are in the Chritian
records, who without doubt took care to examine
the.truth of our Saviour’s hiftory, before they would
leave the religion of their country and of their fore-
fathers, for the fake of one that would not only cut
them off from the allurements of this world, but
fubje& them to every thing terrible or difagreeable
in it.  Tertullian telis the Roman governors, that
their corporations, councils, armies, tribes, com-
panies, the palace, fenate, and courts of judicature,
were filled with Chriftians ; as Arnobius aflerts,
that men of_the fineft parts and learning, orators,
gramarians, thetoricans, latvyers, phificians, philo«

Yor, 1V - 3 N fophers,
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‘SECTION V.

& Q'Zw learned Pagans bad means and opportunities
of uy‘brrmr:'r themfelves of the truth of our Sa-
viour’s biftory ;

II. From the proceedings, £

ITX. The charallers, fulferings,

IV. Aad miracles of the perfons who publifbed it. P

V. How thefe firft apofiles perpetuated their tradition,
by ordaining perfons to fucceed them.

VL. How their ﬁua_’ﬁm in the three firff centurics
preferved their tradition,

VIL. That five generdtions might derive this tradition
Sfrom Chrift, to the end of the third century.

VAIL. Four eminent Chriflians that delivered it down
Succeffroely, to the year of our Lord 254,

1X. The fuith of the four above-mentioned perfons,
the fume with that of the churches of the Eaft, of
the Welt, and of Egypt.

X. Another perforx added to them, which brings us to
the year 343 ; and that many other lifts might

* be qdded in as direél and fhort a fucceffion..

XI. Why the tradition of the three firjt centuries
more authentic than that of any other age, pro-
ved from the converfation of the primitive Chrif-"
tians.

XII. From the manner of initiating men into their -
religion.

X1II. From the correfpoudence between the churches.

XIV. From the long lines of feveral of Chrifi's dif~
ciples ; of which two zry?ance.r

i T now therefore only remains to confider,
y whether thefe learned men had means and
oportunities of informing themfelves of the truth of

our Saviour’s hiftory ; for unlefs this point can be

made
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made out, their teftimonies will appear invalid, and
their enquiries.ineffe@tual.

II. As to this point,- we muft confider, that
many thonfands had feen the tranfaltions of our Sa-
viour in Judea, and that many hundred thoufands
had received an account of them from the mouths
of thofe who were altually eye-witnefles. I fhall
only mention among thefe eye-witnefles, the twelve
Adpoftles, to whom we muft add St. Paz/, who had
2 particular call to this high office, though many
other difciples and followers of Chriff had alfo  their
thare in the publithing this wonderful hiftory. We
learn from the ancient records of Chriftianity, that
many of the Apoftles and difciples made it the ex-
prefs bufinefs of their lives, travelled into the re-
moteft parts of the world, and in all places gathered
multitudes about them, to acquaint them with the

hiftory and do&rines of their crucified mafter. And - ‘

indeed,- were all Chriftian records of thefe proceed-
ings entirely loft, as many have been, the effe&
plainly evinces the truth of them; for how elfe
during the apoftles lives could Chriftianity have
frpead itfelf with fuch an amazing progrefs through
the feveral nations of the Roman empire ? How could
it fly like lightning, and carry convifion with it,
from one end of the earth to the other,

1I1. HEATHENS, therefore, of every age, fex, and
quality, born in the moft different climates, and bred
up under the moft different inftitutions, when they
faw men of plain fenfe, without the help of learning,
armed with patience and courage, inftead of wealth,
pomp, or power, exprefling in their lives thofe ex-
cellent doétrines of morality, which they taught as
delivered to them from our Saviour; averring, that
they had feen his miracles during his life, and con-

. verfed with him after his death: when, I fay, they

{aw no fufpicion of falfehood, treachery, or worldly
intereft in their behaviour and converfation; and
: that

e
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that they fubmitted to moft ignominious and cruel
deaths, rather than retraét their teftimony, or eyen
be filent in matters which they were to publith by
their Saviour’s efpecial command; there was no
reafon to doubt of the veracity of thofe facts which
they related, or of the divine miffion inwhich they
were employed.

IV. Bur even thefe motives to faith in our Sa-
viour would not have been fufficient to have brought
about in fo few years fuch an incredible number of
converfions, had not the Apoftles been able to exhi-
bit fiill greater proofs of the truths which they taught.
A few perfons of an odicus and defpifed country,
- could not have filled the world with believers, had
they not thewn undoubted credentials from the di-
vine perfon who fent them on fuch a meflage. Ac-
cordingly we are affured, that they were invefted
with the power of working miracles, which was the
moft fhort and the moft convincing argument that
could be produced, and the only one that was adapt-
ed to the reafon of all mankind, to the capacities of
the wife and ignorant, and could overcome every
cavil and every prejudice. 'Who would not believe
that our Saviour healed the fick, and raifed the dead,
when it was publifhed by thofe who themfelves of-
ten did the fame miracles in their prefence, and in
his name? Could any reafonable perfon imagine,
that God Almighty would arm men with fuch powers
to authorize a lie, and eftablifh a religion in the
world which was difpleafing to him; or that the
evil {pirits would lend them fuch an effeétual affifi-
ance to beat down vice and idolatry ?

V. WuEN the apoftles had formed many affem-
blies in feveral parts of the Pagan world, who gave
credit to the glad tidings of the Gofpel, that, upon
their departure, the memory of what they had re-
lated might not perifh, they appointed one of thefe
new converts, men of the belt {enfe, and of the mofl.

unblemifhed
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unblemithed lives, to prefide over thefe feveral af-
femblies, and to inculcate without ceafing, what
they had heard from the mouths of thefe eye-wit-
nefles.

VI. UeoN the death of any of thofe fubftitutes to
the apoftles and difciples of Chriff, his place was fill-
ed up with fome other perfon of eminence for his
piety and learning, and generally a member of the
fame church ; who, after his deceafe, was followed

by another ia the fame manner; by which means’

the fucceffion was continued in an uninterrupted line.
Ireneus informs us, that every church preferved a
* catalogue of its bifhops in the order that they fuc-
cecded one another, and (for an example) produces
a catalogue of thofe who governed the church of
Rome in that chara&ter, which contains eight or nine
pcrfons, though but at a very fmall remove from the
times of the apoftles.

Indeed the lift of bifthops, which are come down
to us in other churches, arc generally filled with
greater numbers than one would expe&. But the
fucceffion was quick in the three firft centuries, be-
,caufe the bithop very often ended in the martyr: For
when a perfecution arofe in any place, the firft fury
of it fell upon this order of holy men, who abundant«
1y teftified, by their deaths and fufferings, that they
did not undertake thefe offices out of any temporal
views; that they were fincere and fatisfied in the be-
lief of what they taught; and that they firmly ad-
hered to what they had received from the apoitlez,
as laying down their lives in the fame hope, and up-
on the fame principles. None can be fuppofed fo
utterly regardlefs of their own happinefs, as to ex-
pire in torment, and hazard their eternity, to fup-
port any fables and inventions of their own, or any
forgeries of their predeceffors who had prefided in
the fame church, and which might have been eafily
deteéted by the tradition of that particular church,

as

s
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as well as by ‘the concurring teftimany of others.
To this purpofe, I thiak it is very remarkable, that
there was not a fingle martyr among thofe many he-
rvetics, who difagreed with the apoftolical church, and
introduced feveral wild and abfurd notions into
the doérines of Chriftianity. They durft not ftake
their prefent and future happinefs on their own chi-

. merical imaginations, and did not only fhun perfe-

cution, but affirmed that it was unneceffary for their
followers to bear their religion through fuch fiery
trials.

VII. WE may fairly reckon, that this firft age
of apoltles and difciples, with that fecond genera-
tion of many who were their immediate converts,
extended itfelf to the middle of the fecond century;
and that feveral of the third generation from thefe
laft mentioned, which was but the fifth from Chbrzf,

_continued to the end of the third century. Did

we know the ages and numbers of the members in
every particnlar church, which was planted by
the apoltles, I doubt not but in moft of them there
might be found five perfons, who, in a continued
ie*ms, would reach through thefe three centuries of
years, that is, till the 265th from the death of our
Saviour. 7

VIII. Amoxa the accounts of thole very few, out
of innumerable multitudes, who had embraced Chrif-
tianity, I fhall fingle out four perfons;, eminent for
their lives, their writings, and their fufferings, that
were {ucceflively contemporaries, and bring us down
as far as to the year of our Lord 254. St. Fobn,
who was the beloved dilciple, and converfed the

moft intimately with our Saviour, lived till ./nao .

Dom. 1oo. Polycarp, who was the difciple of St.
Fokn, and had converfed with others of the apoitles
and difciples of our Lord, lived till Auno Dom. 167,
though his life was fhortened by martyrdom. JIre-
neus, who was the difciple of Polycarp, and had

converfed

g
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converfed with many of the immediate difciples of
the apoitles, lived, at the loweft computation of hisage,
till the year 202, when he was likewife cut off by mar,
tyrdom ; in which year the great Origen was appomr-
ed regent of the catechetic fchool in Alexandria ; and
ashe was the miracle of that age, for induftry, learn-
ing, and philofophy, he was looked upon as the cham-
pion of Chriftianity, till the year 254, when, if he did
not {uffer martyrdom, as fome think he did, he was
cerfainly aftuated by the fpirit of it, as appears in the
whole courfe of his life and writings ; nay, he had
often been put to the torture, and had undergone
trials worfe than death. As he converfed with the
moft eminent Chriftians of his time i Egyps, and
in the eaft brought over multitudes both from he-
- refy and heathenifm, and left behind him feveral
difciples of great fame and learning, there is no quef-
tion but there were confiderable numbers of thofe
who knew him, and had been his hearers, fcholars,
or profelytes, that lived till the end of the third cen-
tury, and to the reign of Conflantine the Great.

IX. It 1s evident to thofe who read the lives and

writings of Polycarp, Irenceus, and Origen, that .

thefe three Fathers believed the accounts which are
given of our Saviour in the four evangelifts, and
had undoubted arguments, that not only St. Fobn,
but many others of our Savieur’s difciples, publifh-
ed the fame accounts of him. To which we muit
fubjoin this further remark, that what was believed
by thefe fathers on this fubjed; was likewife the be-
lief of the main body of Chriftians in thofe fuceflive
ages when they flourithed ; fince Polpcarp cannot
but be looked upon, if we confider the refpeét that
was paid him, as the reprefentative of the eaftern
churches in this particular; Ixeneus, of the weltern,
upon the fameacceunt; and Origen, of thofe eftablifh~
ed in Egypt.

KB
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X. To thefe I might add Paul the famous herm t;,
who retired from the Decian perfecution five or fix
years beforé Origen’s death, and lived till the year
343- I have enly difcovered one of thofe channe s
by which the hiftory of our Saviour might be con-
veyed pure and unadulterated, through thofe feveral
ages that produced thofe Pagan philofophers, whofe
teftimonies I make ufe of for the truth of our Savi-
our’s hiftory. Some or other of thefe philofophers
came into the Chriftian faith during its infancyy in
the feveral periods of thefe three firft centuries, when
they had fuch means of informing themfelves in all
the patticulars of our Saviour’s hiftory. I muft fur-
ther add, that though I have here only chofen this

-« fingle link of martyrs, I might find out others among

thofe names which are ftill extant, that delivered
down this account of our Saviour in a fucceflive tra-
dition, till the whole Romar empire became Chrif-
tian ; as there is no gueftion but numberlefs feries
of witnefles might follow one another in the fame
order, and in as fhort a chain, and that perhaps in
every fingle church, had the names and ages of
the moft eminent primitive Chriftians been tranimit-
to us with the like certainty.

XI. But to give this confideration more force,
we muft take notice; that the tradition of the firft
ages of Chriftianity had feveral circumftances pe-
culiar to it, which made it more authentic than any
other tradition in any other age of the world. The
Chriftians, who carried their religion through fo
many general and particular perfecutions, were in-
ceffantly comforting and fupporting one another
with the example and hiftory of our Saviour and his
Apoftles. It was the fubjett not only of their fo-
lemn affemblies, but of their private vifits and con-
verfations. Ouwr wirgins, fays Tatian, who lived in
the fecond century, difcourfe over theiwr diftaffs on di-
wine fubjetis. Indeed, when religion was woven into
the civil gov ernment, and flourithed under the pro-

Yor. IV 30 teftion
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teftion of the emperors, men’s thoughts and difcourf-
es were, as they are now, full of fecular affairs ; but
in the three firft centuries of Chriflianity, men who
embraced this religion, had given up all their in-
terefts in this world, and lived in a perpetual pre-
paration for the next, as not knowing how foon they
might be called to it ; fo that they had little .elife to
talk of but the life and dottrines of that divine per-
fon, which was their hope, their encouragement,
and their glory. We cannot therefore imagine, that
there was a fingle perfon arrived at any degree of
age or confideration, who had not heard and repeat-
ed 2 thoufand times in his life, all the particulars of
our S:viour’s birth, life, death, refurrettion, and
alcenfion.

XII. Especrarry if we confider, that they could
not then be received as Chriftians, till they had un-
dergone feveral examinations. Perfons of riper years,
who flacked daily into the Church during the three
firft centuries, were obliged to pafs through many
repeated inftru@ions, and give a ftriCt account of
their proficiency, before they were admitted to bap-
tifm. And as for thofe who were born of Chriftian
parents, and had been baptized in their infancy, they
were with the like care prepared and difciplined for
confirmation, which they could not arrive at, till
they were found upon examination to have made
a fufficient progrefs in the knowledge of Chriftia-
nity.

XIII. WE muft further obferve, that there was
not only in thofe times this religious converfation
among private’ Chriftians, but a conftant correfpon-
dence between the Churches.that were eftablifhed
by the apoftles or their fucceflors, in the feveral
»parts of the world. If any new do&rine was ftart-
ed, or any fa& reported of our Saviour, a ftrict in-
quiry was made among the Churches, efpecially
thofe planted by the apoftles themfelves, whethex

they

< el
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had received any fuch do&rine or account of our Sa-
viour from the mouths of the apoftles, or the tradi-
tion of thofe Chriftians who had preceded the prefent
members of the Churches which were thus confult-
ed. By this means, when any novelty was publifh-
ed, it was immediately detected and cenfured.

XIV. St. Jonn, who lived fo many years after
our Saviour, was appealed to in thefe emergencies
as the living oracle of the Church ; and as his oral
teftimony lafted the firft century, many have obfery-
ed, that, by a particular providence of God, feveral
of our Saviour’s difciples, and of the early converts
of his religion, lived to a very great age, that they

- might perfonally convey the truth of the Golpel to

thofe times, which were very remote from the firft
publication of it. Of thefe, befides St. Yobn, we

have a remarkable inftance in Simeon, who was one

. of the feventy fent forth by our Saviour to publilh

the gofpel before his crucifixion, and a near kinf-
man of the Lord. This venerable perfon, who had
probably heard with his own ears our Saviour’s pro-
phecy of the deftruétion of Ferufulers, prefided over
the Church eftablifhed in that city during the time.
of its'memorable fiege, and drew his congregation
out of thofe dreadful and unparalled calamities which
befel his countrymen, by following the advice our
Saviour had given, when they fhould fee Ferufalem
encompafled with armies, and the- Roman ftandards,
or abomination of defolation, fet up. He lived till

‘the year of our Lord 107; when he was martyred

under the Emperor Trajan.

:301
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SECTION VI.

1. The tradition of the apofiles fecured by other excel-
lent inflitutious ;

11. But chiefly by the writings of the Evangelifls.

1. Tke diligence of the difeiples and f rft Chriflian
converts, to fersd abroad thefe writings.

IV. That the written account of ocur Saviour was
the fame with that delivered by tradition :

V. Proved from the reception of the Gofpel by thofe
Churches which were eflabliflied before it was
written.

V1. From the uniformity of what was believed in the
Several Churches.

VI1. From a remarkable paflage in Irenzeus.

VIIL. Records which are now lofl, of ufe to the three
Jirft centuries, for confirming the biflory of our
Saviour.

IX. Inflances of fuch records.

1. THUS far we fee how the learned Pagans
might apprife thémfelves from oral infor-

mation of the particulars of our Saviour’s hiftory.
They could hear, in every Church planted in eve-
1y diftant part of the earth, the account which was
there received and preferved among them, of the
hiftory of our Saviour. They could learn the nameg
and charalers of thofe firft miflionaries that brought
to them thefe accounts, and the miracles by which
»God Almighty attefted their reports. But the a-
poftles and difciples of Chriff, to preferve the hifto-
ry of his life, and to fecure their acccunts of him
from error and oblivion, did not only fet afide certain
perfons for that purpofe, as has been already fhewn,
but appropriated certain days to the commemoration
of thofe faéts which they had related concerning him,
The firft day of the week was in all its returns a
perpetual
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perpetual memorial of his refurreftion; as the devo-
tional exercifes adapted to Fridayand Satyrddy, were
to denote to all ages that he was crucified on the one
of thofe days, and that he refted in the grave on the
other. You may apply the fame remark to feveral
of the annual feftivals inftituted by the apoftles them-
felves, or, at furtheft, by their immediate fucceflors,
in memory of the moft important particulars in our
Saviour’s hiftory ; to which we muft add the facra-
ments inftituted by our Lord himfelf, and many of
thofe rites and .ceremonies which obtained in the
moft early times of the Church. Thefe are to be
regarded as ftanding marks of fuch fadts as were de-

'Ilivered by thofe who were eye-witneffes to them,
and which were contrived with great wifdom to laft

till time fhould be no more. Thefe, withont any
other means, might have, in fome-meafure, convey-
ed to pofterity the memory of feveral tranfations
in the hiftory of our Saviour, as they were related
by his difciples. At leaft, the reafon of thefe infti
tutions, though they might be forgotten and obfcur-
ed by 2 long courfe of years, could not but be very
well known by thofe who lived in the three firft
centuries, and a means of informing the inquifitive
Pagans in the truth of our Saviour’s hiftory ; that
being the view in which I am to confider them.

II. Bur left fuch a tradition, though'guarded by
fo many expedients, fhould wear out by the length
of time, the four Evangelifts, within about fifty; or,-
a5 Theaderet affirms, thirty years after our Saviour’s
death, while the memory of his a&ions was frefh a-
mong them, configned to writing that hiftory, which
for fome years had been publifhed only by the mouth
of the Apoftles and difciples. The further confide-
ration of thefe holy pen-men will fall under another
part of this difcourfe. ’

" TII. It will be fufficient to obferve here, that in

the age which fucceded the Apoftles, many of their

immediate
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immediate difciples fent or carried in perfon the books
of the four Evangelifts, which had been written by
. the Apoftles, orat leaft approved by them, to moft of
the Churches which they had planted in the different
parts of the world. This was done with fo much
diligence, that when Pantonus,a man of great learn-
ing and piety, had travelled into Jndia for the pro-
pagation of Chriftianity, about the year of our Lord
200, he found among that remote people the Gofpel
of St. Matthew, which, upon his return from that
country, he brought with him to Alexandria. This
Gofpel is generally fuppofed to have been left in
thofe parts by St. Bartholomew the Apoftle of the
Indies, who probably carried it with him before the
writings of the three other Evangelifts were pub,
]%ed_-

IV. Tuart the hiftory of our Saviour, as recor-
ded by the Evangelifts, was the fame with that
which had been before deliversd by the Apoftles and
difciples, will further appear in the profecution of
this difcourfe, and may be gathered from the follow-
ing confiderations. :

V. Habp thefe writings differed from the fermons
of the firft planters of Chriftianity, either in hiftory
or dodtrine, there is no queftion but they would
have been rejetted by thofe, Churches which they
had alrcady formed. But {o confiftent and uniform
was the relation of the Apofiles, that thefe hiftories
appeared to be nothing elfe but their tradition and
oral atteflations made fixed and permanent. This
was the fame of our Saviour, which in fo few years
had gone through the whole earth confirmed and
perpetuated by fuch records, as would preferve the °
traditionary account of him to after-ages, and re&ify
it, if at any time, by pafling through feveral gene-
rations, it might drop any part that was material, or
contract any thing that was falfe or fiftitious.

V1. AccorpiNeLry,
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VI. AccorpincLy, we find the fame Fefus Chriff,
who was born of a virgin, who had wrought many
miracles in Paleffine, who was crucified, rofe again,
and afcended into heaven; I fay, the fume Fefus
Chriff had been preached, and was worfhipped in
Germany, France, Spain, and Great Britain ; in Par-
thia, Media, Mefopotania, Armenia, Phrygia, Afia,
and Pamphylia ; m Italy, Egypt, Afric; and be-
yond Cyrene, India, and Perfia ; and, in fhort, in
all the iflands and provinces that are vifited by the
rifing and fetting fun. The fame account of our Sa-
viour’s life and doftrine was delivered by thoufands
of preachers, and believed in thoufands of places,
who all, as faft as it could be conveyed to them,

- received the fame account in writing from the four
Evangelifts.

VII. IrEnZEUS to this purpofe very aptly remarks,
that thofe barbarous nations, who in his time were
poflefled of the written Gofpels, and had only learn-
ed the hiftory of our Saviour from thofe who had
converted them to Chriftianity, before the Gofpels

. were written, had among them the fameaccounnts of our
Saviour which are to be met with in the four Evan-
gelifts : An unconteftible proof of the harmony and
concurrence between the Holy Scripture and the tra-
dition of the churches in thofe early times of Chrif-
tianity. ; .

VIII. Taus we fee what opportunities the learn-
ed and inquifitive heathens had of informing them-
felves of the truth of our Saviour’s hiftory during
the three firft centuries, efpecially as they lay near-
er one than another to the fountain-head : Befides
which, there were many uncontroverted traditions,
records of Chriftianity, and particular hiftories, that
then threw light into thefe matters, but arc now en-
tirely loit ; by which, at that time, any appearance
of contradiftion, or feeming difficulties in the hiftory

| ofthe Evangelifts, were fully cleated up and explained.
Though
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‘Though we meet with fewer appearances of this ha<
ture in the hiftory of our Saviour, as related by the
-four Evangelifts, than in the accounts of any other
perfon, publifhed by fuch a number of different hif-
torians, who lived at fo great a diftance from the
, prefent age.

IX. Amoxc thofe records which are loft, and
were of great ufe to the primit ve Chriflians, is
the letter to Ziderius, which; 1 have already men-
tioned ; that of Marcus Aurelius, which 1 fhall take
notice of hereafter ; the writings of Hegifippus, who
had drawn down the hiftory of (Chriftianity to his
own time, which was not beyond the middle of the
fecond century ; the genuine Sibylline oracles, which,
in the firft ages of the Church were eafily dlitln-
guithed from the fpurious ; the records prelerved in
particular churches ; with many others of the fame
nature.

SECTION VIIL

L. The fight of miracles in thofe ages a further con-
Jirmation of Pagan philofophers in the Chriftian’
Jaiih.

L. Zhe credibility of fuck miracles.

L. A particular inflance.

V. Martyrdom, u'b_y confidered as a flanding mi
racle.

V. Primitive Chr gﬂmm thought mafsy of the Mar-
tyrs were fupported by a miraculous power :

V1. Proved from the nature of their fufferings.

VII. How Mar tyrs further iuduced the Pagans to
embrace Chriflianity.

R HERE were other means, twhich I find had
a great influence on the learned of the

three firft centuries, to create and confirm in them
the belief of our blefled Saviour’s hiftory, which
ought
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cught not to be pafled over infilence. The firft was,
the opportunity they enjoyed of examining thofe mi-
racles which were on feveral occafions performed
by Chriftians, and appeared in the Church, more or
lefs, during thefe firft ages of Chriftianity, Thefe
had great weight with the men I am now fpeaking
of, who, from learned Pagans, became fathers of
the Church ; for they frequently boaft of them in
their writings, as atteftations given by God himfelf
to the truth of their religion.

II. At the fame time that thefe learned men de-
clare how difingenious, bafe, and wicked it would
be, how much beneath the dignity of philofophy,

-and contrary to the precepts of Chriftianity, to utter

falfehood or forgeries in the fupport of a caufe,
though never fo juft in itfelf ; they confidently affert
this miraculous power, which then fubfifted in the
Church ; nay, tell us, that they themfelves had been
eye-witnefles of it at feveral times, and in feveral
inftances; nay, appeal to the heathens themfelves

for the truth of feveral fa&ts they relate ; nay, chal-

lenge them to be prefent at their affemblies, and fa-
tisfy themfelves, if they doubt of it: nay, we find
that Pdgan authors have in fome inftances confefled
this miraculous power.

111. THE letter of Marcus Aurélius, whofe army
was preferved by a refrefhing fhower, at the fame
time that his enemies were difcomfited by a ftorm of
lightning, and which the heathen hiftorians them-
felves allow to have been fupernatural and the effeét
of magic: I fay, this letter, which afcribed this un-

‘expetlted afliftance to the prayers of the Chriftians,

who then ferved in the army, would have been an
unqueftionable teﬁlmony of the miraculous power I
am {peaking of, had it been ftill preferved. It is
fufficient for me in this place to take notice, that
this was one of thofe miracles which had its influ-
ence on the learned converts, becaufe it is related

Vor 1V. L by
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by TFertullian, and the very letter appealed to.
‘When thefe learned men faw ficknefs and frenzy
cured, the dead raifed, the oracles put to filence,
the Damons and evil {pirits forced to confefs them-
{felves no Gods, by perfons who only made ufe of
prayer and adjurations in the name of their crucified
Saviour 4 how could they doubt of their Saviour’s
power on the like occafions, as reprefented to them
by the traditions of the church, and the writings of
the Evangelifts ? '

., IV. UnpEer this head, I'cannot omit that which
appears to me a flanding miracle in the three firft
centuries ; 1 mean that amazing and fupernatural
courage or patience, which was (hewn by innumera-
ble multitudes of martyrs, in thofe flow and painful
torments that were inflicted on them. I cannot con-
ceive a man placed in the burning iron chair at Lzons,
amid the infults and mockeries of a crowded amphi-
theatre, and flill keeping his feat; or ftretched upon
' a grate of iron, over coals of fire, and breathing out
his foul among the exquifite fufferings of fuch a te-
dious execution ; rather than renounce his religion,
or blafpheme his Saviour. Such trials feem to me
above the firength of human nature, and able to o-
verbear duty, reafon, faith, convittion ; nay, and the
moft abfolute certainty: of a future ftate. Humanity,
unafliffed in an extraordinary manner, muft have

fhaken off the prefent preflure, and have delivered -

itlelf out of fuch a dreadful diftrefs, by any means
that could have been fuggefted to it. - We can eafily
imagine, that many perfons, in fo ‘good a caufe,
might have laid down their lives.at the gibbet, the
ftake, or the block : But to expire leifurely among
the moft exquifite tortures, when they might come
out of them, even by a mental relervation, or an
hipocrify, which was not without a poffibility of be-
ing followed by repentance and forgivene(s, has fome-
thing in it {o far beyond the force and natural ftrenth.

: of

.
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of mortals, that one cannot but think there was
fome miraculous power to fupport the fufferer.

V. WE find the church of Smyraa, in that admi-

* rable letter which gives an account of the death of

Polycarp their beloved bithop, mentioning the cruel

- torments of other early martyrs for Chriftianity,
are of opinion, that our Saviour ftoed by them in 2
vifion, and perfonally converfed with them, to give
them flrength and comfort during the bitternefs of
their long continued agonies ; and we have the flory
of a young man, who, having fuffered many tortures,
efcaped with life, and teld his fellow-chriftians, that
the pain of them had been rendered tolerable, by the

" prefence of an angel who fteod by him, and wiped
off the tears and fweat, which ran down his face
whilft he lay under his fufferings. We are affured
at leaft, that the firft martyr for Chriftianity was
cncouraged in his laft moments by a vifion of that
divine perfon for whom he fuffered, and into whofe
prefence he was then haftening.

VI. LET any man calmly lay his hand upon his heart,
and.after reading thefe terrible conflicts in which the
ancient martyrs and confeflors were engaged, when
they paffed through fuch new inventions and varieties
of pain as tired their tormentors, and afk himfelf,
however zealous and fincere he is in his religion;
whether, under fuch acute and _lingering tortures,
he could ftill have held faft his integrity, and have
profefled his faith to the laft, without a fupernatural
afliftance of fome kind or other. For my part, when
. I confider that it was not an unaccountable obftinacy
in a fingle man, or in any particular fet of men, in
fome extraordinary junéture; but that there were
multitudes of each fex, of every age, of different
countries and conditions, who for near 300 years
together made this glorious confeflion of their faith,
in the midit of tortures, and in the hour of death ;
I muft conclude, that they were either of another

3 B make
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make than men are at prefent, or that they had
fuch miraculous fupports, as were peculiar to thofe
times of Chriftianity, when without them, perhaps
the very name of it might have heen extinguithed.

VII. It is certain, that the deaths and fufferings
of the primitive Chriftians had a great fhare in the
converfation of thofe learned Pagans, who lived in
the ages of perfecution, which, with fome intervals
and abatements, lafted near 300 years after our Sa-
viour. Fuftin Martyr, Tertullian, Laélantius, Ar-
nobius, and others, tell us, that this firft of all alarm-
ed their curiofity, roufed their attention, and made
them ferioufly inquifitive into the nature of that re-
ligion, which could endue the mind with fo much
ftrength, and overcome the fear of death, nay, raife
an earneft defire of it, though it appeared in all its
terrors. This they found had not been effeted by
all the doétrines of thofe philofophers, whom they
had thoroughly ftudied, and who had been labouring
at this great point. The fight of thefe dying and
tormented martyrs engaged them to fearch into the
hiftory and doéirines of him for whom they fuffered.
The more they fearched, the more they were con-
vinced ; till their conviétion grew fo ftrong, that they
themfelves embraced the fame truths, and eithen
attually laid down their lives, or were always in 3
readinefs to do it, rather than depart from them,
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SECTION VIIIL

1. The completion of our Saviour’s prophecies confirmed
Pagans in ther belicf of the Gofpel.

I11. Origen’s obfervation on that of bts difciples béing
‘brought before Kings and governers.

111, On their being perfecuted for their religion ;

IV. On their preaching the Gofpel to all nations ;

V. On the deftruélion of Jerulalem, and ruin of the
Jewith @conomy.

VI. Thefe arguments firengthened by what kbas hap-
pened fince Origen’s time.

HE fecond of thofe extraordinary means, of
great ufe to ‘the learned and inquifitive Pagans
of the three ﬁrﬂ centuries, for evincing the truth of
the hiftory of our Saviour, was the completmn of
fuch prophecies as are recorded of him in the E-
vangelifts. They could not indeed form any argu-
ments for what he foretold, and was fulfilled during
his life, becaufe both the prophecy and the comple-
tion were over before they were publilhed by the
Evangelifts ; though, as Origen obferves, what end
could there be in forging fome of thefe prediétions,
as that of St. Peter’s denying his mafter, and all his
difciples ferfaking him in the greateft extremity,
which refleés fo much fhame on the great Apofile,
-and on 2ll his companions? Nothing but a firiét ad-
herence to truth, and to matters of fact, could have
prompted the Evangelifts to relate a circumftance fo
difadvantageous to their own reputation ; as that Fa-
ther has well obferved.

1I. Burt to purfue his reflettions on this fubjeét.
There are prediftions of our Saviour recorded by
the Evangelifts, which were not completed till after
their deaths, and had no likelihood of being fo when

they,
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they were pronounced by our bleffed Saviour. Such

was that wonderful notice he gayve them, that they
{hould be brought before governors and kings for
his fake, for a teftimony againit them and the Gen-
tiles, Matth. x. 28, with the other like prophecies,
by which he foretold that his difciples were to be
perfecuted. Is there any other doétrine in the world,
fays this Father, whofe followers are punithéd? Can
the enemies of Chr#/f fay, that he knew his opinions
were falfe and impious, and that therefore he might
well conjecture and foretel what would be the treat-
ment of thofe perfons who thould embrace them?
Suppofing his do&rines were really fuch, why fthould
this be the confequence? What likelihood, that men

thould be brought before kings and goyernors for o- |

pinions and tenets of any kind, when this never
happened even to the Epicureans, who abfolute-
ly denied a Providence ; gor to the Pertpatetics
themfelves, who laughed at the prayers and faeri-

fices which were made to the Divinity? Are there’

any but the Chriftians, who, according to this pre-
diétion of eur Saviour, being brought before kings
and governors for his fake, are prefled to their lat-
eft gafp of breath, by their refpective judges, to re-
nounce Chriftianity, and to procure their liberty and
reft, by offering the fame facrifices, and taking the
{ame oaths that others did ?

1II. CowsipER the time when our Saviour pro-
nounced thefe words, Matt. x. 32.  Whofoever
¢¢ {hall confefs me before men, him will I confefs
¢ alfo before my Father which is in heaven: But

¢ whofoever fhall deny me before men, him will T .

¢ alfo deny before my Father which is in heaven.”
Had you heard him {peak after this manner, when
as yet his difciples were under no fuch trials, you
would certainly have faid within ‘yourfelf: If thefe
fpeeches of ¥efus are true, and if, according to his
prediction, governors and kings undmtake to ruin
and deﬁrcy thofe who thall profefs themfelves his

difciples




OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 48%

difciples, we will believe not only that he is a pro-
phet, but that he has received power from God fuf-
ficient to preferve and propagate his religion ; and
that he would never talk in fuch a peremptory and
difcouraging manner, were he not aflured that he
was able to {fubdue the moft powerful oppofition that
could be made againit the faith and doérine which
he ta}lght.

IV. Wao is not ftruck with admiration, when
be reprefents to himfelf our Saviour at that time
foretelling,- that his Gofpel fhould be preached in
all the world, for a witnels to all nations; or, as St.
Origen (who rather quotes the fenfe than the words)
to ferve for a conviétion to kings and people ; when,
at the fame time, he finds that his Gofpel has ac-
cordingly been preached to Greeks and Barbarians,
to the learned and to the ignorant, and that there
is no quality or condition of life able to exempt
smen from fubmitting to the do&rine of Chriff.  As
¢ for us,” fays this great author in another part of
his book againft Gelfies, * when we fee every day
¢ thofe events exaétly accomplithed which ocur Sa-
“ vionr foretold at fo great a diftance; that his Gof«’
“ ¢ pel is preached in all the world, Matthew xxiv.
“ 34, that his difciples go and teach all nations,
¢ Matthew xxviil. 19. and that thofe who have re-
¢ ceived his do&trine, are brought, for his fake, be-
¢ fore governors and before kings, Matthew x. 18.
¢ we are filled with admiration, and our faith in him
“ is confirmed more and more. What clearer and
¢ ftronger proofs can Celfus alk for the truth of
¢ what he fpoke ?”

V. Oricev infifts likewife with great ftrength on
that wonderful prediction of our Saviour, concerning
the deftruétion of Ferufulem, pronounced at a time,
as he obferves, when there was no likelihood nor ap-
pearance of it. This has been faken notice of and

mculeated by fo many others that I thall refer you
to

-~
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to what this father has faid on the fubjeét in the firft
book againft Ce/fus. And as to the accomplifhment
of this remarkable prophecy, fhall only obferve, that
whoever reads the account given us by Fofephus,
without knowing his character, and compares it with
what our Saviour foretold, would think the hiftori-
an had been a Chriftian, and that he had nothing
elfe in view but to adjuft the event to' the predic-
tion,

VI. I canvor quit this head without taking no:
tice, that Origen would ftill have triumphed more
in the foregoing arguments, had he lived an age
longer, to have feen the Roman emperors, and all
their governors and provinces, fubmitting them-
felves to the Chriftian religion, and glorying in its
profeflion, as fo many kings and fovereigns flill
place their relation to Chbrgff at the head of their
titles.

How much greater confirmation of his faith would
he have received, had he feen our Saviour’s prophe-
cy ftand good in the deftruétion of the temple, and
the diffolution of the Fewi/b ceconomy, when Fews
and Pagans united all their endeavours under Fu/i-
an the Apoftate, to baffle and fallify the predition?
‘The great preparations that were made for rebuild-
ing the temple, with the hurricane, earthquake,
and eruptions. of fire, that deftroyed the work, and
terrified thofe employed in the attempt from proceed-
ing in it, are related by many hiftorians of the fame
age; and the fubftance of the ftory teflified both by
Pagan and Fewifb writers, as Ammianus Marcellinus,
and Zemath-David. The learned Chryfofiome, in a
fermon againt the Fews, tells them this fact was then
frefh in the memories even of their young men ; that
it happened but twenty years ago; and that it was
attefted by all the inhabitants of Ferufalem, where
they might ftill fee the marks of it in the rubbith of
that work, from which the Fews defifted in fo great
. a fright, and which even Fw/an had not the courage
te
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to carry on. This fa&t, which is in itfelf fo mira-
culous and fo indifputable, brought over many of
the Fews to Chriftianity ; and fhews us, that after
our Saviour’s prophecy againlt it, the temple could
not be preferved from the plough pafling over it, by
all the care of 7ifus, who would fain have prevent-
ed its deftruéion ; and that inftead of being re-edi-
fied by Fulian, all his endeavours towards it, did
but ftill more literally accomplith our Saviour’s pre~
diftion, that not one ftone fthould be left upon another.
The ancient Chriftians were {o entirely perfuaded
of the force of our Saviour’s prophecies, and of the
punifhment which the Yews had drawn upon thems
felves and upon their children, for the treatment
which the Me/fiab had received at their hands, that
they did not doubt but they would always remain
an abandoned and difperfed people, an hifling and an
aftonithment among the nations, as they are to this
day : In fhort, that they had loft their peculiarity
of being God’s people, which was now transferred
‘to the body of Chriftians, and which preferved the
- Church of Chriff among all the conflicts, difficulties,
and perfecutions, in which it was engaged, as it had
preferved the Fewi/b government and ceconomy for
{o many ages, whilft it had the fame truth and vital
principle in it, notwithftanding it was fo frequently
in danger of being utterly abolifhed and deftroyed.
Origen, in his fourth book againft Celfus, mention-
ing their being caft out of Ferufalem, the place to
which their worfhip was annexed, deprived of their
temple and facrifice, their religious rites and folem-
nities, and f{cattered over the face of the earth, ven-
tures to aflure them with a face of confidence, that
they would never be re-eftablifhed, fince they had
committed that horrid crime againft the Saviour of
the world. This was a bold affertion in the good
man, who knew how this people had been fo won-
derfully re-eftablifhed in former times, when they
were almoft fwallowed up, and in the moft defperate
{tate of defolation, as in their deliverance ont of the

Vor. IV. 3Q Babylonifs



i

492 . OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION.

Babylonifh captivity, and theoppreflions of Autiachus
Epipbanes. Nay, he knew that within lefs than a
hundred years before his own time, the - Fews had
made fuch a powerful effort for their re-eftablifhs
ment under Barchocab, in the reign of Adrian, as
fhook the whole Roman empire. But he founded
his opinion on a fure word of prophecy, and on the
punithment they had fo juftly incurred ; and we find

‘by a long experience of 15co years, that he was not

miftaken, nay, that his opinion gathers flrength
daily, fince the Fews are now at a greater diftance
from any probability of fuch a re-eftabhﬂ‘nment, than
they were when Origen wrote.

SECTION IX.

1. The lives of primitive Chrifiians, another means
of bringing learned Pagans into thetr religion.
II. The change and reformation of their mannérs.

1. This looked upon as fupernatural by the learned

Pagans ;

1V. And firengthencd the accounts given of our Savis
our’s life and biftory.

V. The Jewith prophecies of our Saviour, an argu-
ment _jfor the beatbem belief.

V1. Purfued.

VII. Purfued.

I HERE was one other means enjoyed by the

learned Pagam of the three firlt centuries,
for fatisfying them in the truth of our Saviour’s hif-
tory, which I might have flung under one of- the

foregoing heads ; but as it is {o thining 2 particular,

and does fo much hondur to our religion, I fhall
make 2 diftinét article of it, and only confider it with
regard to the fubject I am upon; 1 mean the lives
and manners of thofe holy men, who believed in
Chrijl during the firft ages of Chriftianity. I fhould

be
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culous and fo indifputable, brought over many of
the Fews to Chriftianity ; and fhews us, that after
our Saviour’s prophecy againft it, the temple could
not be preferved from the plongh pafling over it, by
all the care of T7¢us, who would fain hayt prevent-
ed its deftruction ; and that inftead of being re-edi-
fied by Fwlien, all his endeavours towards it did
but ftill more literally accomplith our Saviour’s
predi&ion, that not one ftone fhould be left upon
another.

The ancient Chriftians were fo entirely perfuaded
of the force of our Saviour’s prophecies, and of the
punifhment which the Fews had drawn upon them-
felves and upon their children, for the treatment
. which the Me/fiab had received at their hands, that
they did not doubt but they would always remain
an abandoned and difperfed people, an hifling and an
aftonifhment among the nations, as they are to this
day: In fhort, that they had loft their peculiarity
of being God’s people, which was now transferred
to the body of Chriftians, and which preferved the
Church of Chriff among all the conflifts, difficulties,
and perfecutions, in which it was engaged, as it had
-preferved the Fewi/b government and eeconomy for
fo many ages, whilft it had the fame truth and vital
principle in it, notwithftanding it was fo frequently
in danger of being utterly abolifhed and deftroyed.
Origen, in his fourth book againft Ce/fus, mention-
ing their being caft out of Ferufalem, the place to
which their worthip was annexed, deprived of their
temple and facrifice, their religious rites and folem-
nities, and feattered over the face of the earth, ven-
tures to affure them with a face of confidence, that
they would never be reseftablifhed, fince they had
committed that horrid crime againft the Saviour of
the world. This was a bold affertion in the good
man, who knew how this people had been fo won-
derfully re-eftablifhed in former times, when they
were almoft fwallowed up, and in the moft defperate
ftate of defolation, as in their deliverance out of the

Vou. IV, 1 Babylonifb
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Babylonifh captivity, and the oppreflions of Autiochus
Epipbanes. Nay, he knew that within lels than a
hundred years before his own time, the Fews had
made fuch a powerful effort for their re-eftablifh-
ment under Barchocab, in the reign of Adriaa, as
thaok the whole Roman empire. But he founded
his opinion on a fure word of prophecy, and on the
punifhment they had fo juitly incurred; and we find,
by a long experience of 1500 years, that he was not
miftaken, nay, that his opinion gathers firength
daily, fince the Fews are now at a greater diftance
from any probability of fuch a re-eftablifhment, than. .
they were when Origen wrote.

SECTION IX.

L. The lives of primitive Chriftians, another means
of bringing learned Pagans into their religion.

11. The change and reformation of their manners.

II1. This looked upon as fupernatural by the learned
Pagans.

IV. And [lrengthened the accounts given of our Savi-
our’s life and biffory.

V. The Jewilh prophecies of our Saviour, an argu-
ment _for the beatbens belief s

VI. Purfued.

VII. Purfued.

I HERE was one other means enjoyed by the
learned Pagans of the three firft centuries,

for fatisfying them in the truth of our Saviour’s hif-

tory, which I might have flung under one of the .

foregoing heads ; but as it is fo fhining a particular,

and does fo much honour to our religion, I fhall

make a diftinét article of it, and only confider it with

regard to the fubjett I am upon; I mean the lives

and manners of thofe holy men, who believed in

Chrift during the firft ages of Chriftianity. 1 {hould
be
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be thought to advance a paradox, fhould I affirm?
that there were more Chriftians in the world during
thofe times of perfecution, than there are at prefent
in thefe, which we call the flourifhing times of Chrif~
tianity. But this will be found an indifputable truth,
if we form our calculation upon the opinions. which
_prevailed in thofe days, that every one who lives in
the habitual praétice of any voluntary fin, actually
cuts himfelf off from the: benefits and profeflion. of
Chriftianity, and, whatever he may call himfelf, is
;‘n reality no Chnfhan, nor ought to be efteemed as
uch. :

II. Ix the times weare now furveying, the Chrif-

. tian religion thewed its full force and eflicacy on the
minds of men, and by many examples demonflrated
what great and generous fouls it was capable of pro-
ducing. It exalted and refined its profelytes to a
very high degree of perfeéion, and fet them far a-
bove the pleafures, and even the pains of this life.
It firengthened the infirmity, and broke the fierce~
nefs of human nature. It lifted up the minds of
the ignorant to the knowledge and worlhip of him
that made them, and infpired the vitious. with a
rational devotion, a ftrict purity of heart, and an
unbounded love to their fellow-creatures. In pro-
portion as it {pread through the world, it feemed to
change mankind into another {pecies of beings.
No fooner was a convert initiated into it, but by
an, ealy figure he became a new man, and both
acted and looked upon himfelf as one regenerated,
and born a fecond time into another ftate of exift-

ence.

ITI. It 4s not my bufinefs to be more particular
in the . accounts of primitive Chriftianity, which
have been exhibited fo well by others, but rather to
obferve, that the Pagan converts, of whom I am
now f{peaking, mention this great reformation of
thofe who had been the greateft finners, with that

3 Q2 fudden
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fudden and furprifing change which it made in the
lives of the moft profligate, as having fomething in
it fupernatural, miraculous, and more than human.
Origen reprefents this power in the Chriftian reli-
gion, as no lefs wonderful than that of curing the
lame and blind, or cleanfing the leper. Many others
reprefent it in the fame light, and looked upon
it as an argument that there was a certain divinity
in that religion, which fhewed itfelf in fuch firong
and glorious effeéls.

IV. Turs therefore was a great means not only
of recommending Chriftianity to honeft and learned
heathens, but of confirming them in the belief of
our Saviour’s hiftory, when they faw multitudes of
virtuous men daily forming themfelves upon his ex-
ample, animated by his precepts, and aétuated by
that fpirit which he had promifed to {fend among his
difciples.

V. Bur I find no argument made a fironger im-
preflion on the minds of thefe eminent Pagan con-
verts, for firengthening their faith in the hiftory of
our Saviour, than the predifiions relating to him in
thofe old prophetic writings, which were depofited
among, the hands of the greateft enemies to Chrifti-
anity, and owned by them to have been extant many
ages before his appearance. The learned heathen
converts were aflonifhed to fee the whole hiftory of
their Saviour’s life publifhed before he was born j
and to find, that the Evangelifts and prophets, in
their accounts of the Meffiab, differed only in point
of time ; the one foretelling what fhould happen to
him, and the other deferibing thefe very particulars
as what had actually happened. This our Saviour
himfelf was pleafed to make ufe of as the firongeft
argument of his being the promifed Mefiak, and
‘withcut it would hardly have reconciled his difciples
to the ignominy of his death ; as in that remarkable
paflage which mentions his converfation with the

3Qz2 two
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two difciples, on the day of his refurretion. St
Lufe, cHAP. Xx1V. verfe 13. to the end.

VI. THE heathen converts, after having travelled
through all human learning, and fortified their minds
with the knowledge of arts and {ciences, were par-
ticularly qualified to examine thefe prophecies with
great care and impartiality, and without prejudice
or prepofleflion. If the Fews, on the one fide, put
an unnatural interpretation on thefe prophecies, to

evade the force of them in their controverfies with

the Chriftians ; or if the Chriftians, on the other
fide, overftrained feveral paffages in their applica-
tions of them, as it often happens among men of
the beft underftanding, when their minds are heated
with any confideration that bears a more than an
ordinary weight with it; the learned heathens may
be looked upon as neuters in the matter, when all
thefe prophecies were new to them, and their edu-
cation had left the interpretation of them free and
indifferent. Befides, thefe learned men among the
primitive Chriftians, knew how the Fews who had
preceded our Saviour, interpreted thefe predictions,

.and the feveral marks by which they acknowledged

the Meffiah would be difcovered, and how thofe of
the Fewifb do&ors who fucceeded him, had devia-
ted from the interpretations and doétrines of their
forefathers,. on purpofe to ftifle their own convic-
tion.

VII. Thrs fet of arguments had therefore an in-
vincible force with thofe Pagan philofophers who
became Chriftians, as we find in moft of their writ-
ings. They could not difbelieve our Saviour’s hif-
tory, which fo exaétly agreed with every thing
that had been written of him many ages before
his birth, nor doubt of thofe circumftances being
fulfilled in him, which could not be true of an
perfon that lived in the world, befides himfelf. This
wrought the greateft confufion in the unbelieving

Fews,
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